my firm belief that there is not a Warner Bros. picture that can fairly be judged to be hostile to our
country, or communistic in tone or purpose.

Many charges, including the fantasy of “White House pressure” have been leveled at our wartime
production Mission to Moscow. In my previous appearance before members of this committee, |
explained the origin and purposes of Mission to Moscow.

That picture was made when our country was fighting for its existence, with Russia as one of our allies. It
was made to fulfill the same wartime purpose for which we made such other pictures as Air Force, This
Is the Army, Objective Burma, Destination Tokyo, Action in the North Atlantic, and a great many more.

If making Mission to Moscow in 1942 was a subversive activity, then the American Libe rty ships which
carried food and guns to Russian allies and the American naval vessels which convoyed them were
likewise engaged in subversive activities. The picture was made only to help a desperate war effort and
not for posterity. . . .

Mr. STRIPLING. Well, is it your opinion now, Mr. Warner, that Mission to Moscow was a factually correct
picture, and you made it as such?

Mr. WARNER. | can’t remember.

Mr. STRIPLING. Would you consider it a propaganda picture?
Mr. WARNER. A propaganda picture —

Mr. STRIPLING. Yes.

Mr. WARNER. In what sense?

Mr. STRIPLING. In the sense that it portrayed Russia and communism in an entirely different light from
what it actually was?

Mr. WARNER. | am on record about 40 times or more that | have never been in Russia. | don’t know
what Russia was like in 1937 or 1944 or 1947, so how can | tell you if it was right or wrong?

Mr. STRIPLING. Don’t you think you were on dangerous ground to produce as a factually correct picture
one which portrayed Russia—

Mr. WARNER. No; we were not on dangerous ground in 1942, when we produced it. There was a war
on. The world was at stake.

Mr. STRIPLING. In other words—

Mr. WARNER. We made the film to aid in the war effort, which | believe | have already stated.

Mr. STRIPLING. Whether it was true or not?

Mr. WARNER. As far as | was concerned, | considered it true to the extentas written in Mr. Davies' book.

Mr. STRIPLING. Well, do you suppose that your picture influenced the people who saw it in this country,
the millions of people who saw it in this country?



