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PRACTICAL APPLICATION Judging the Feasibility
of a Research Project

Many beginning researchers avoid looking closely at the practical aspects of a research
endeavor. Envisioning an exotic investigation or a solve-the-problems-of-the-world study
sometimes keeps a researcher from making an impartial judgment about practicality. Com-
pleting the following checklist can help you wisely plan and accurately evaluate the research
project you have in mind. After you have finished, review your responses. Then answer this
question: Can you reasonably accomplish this study? If your answer is #o, determine which
parts of the project aren’t terribly practical, and identify things you might do to make it
more realistically accomplishable.

118

of 466

v

Q&A




image2.png
O | B Newtb X | I tnecampus - Bing X | (B Homepage-TNeCampus X | (B) Assessments-PRSTS300RS X | (3 Newtab X | [@ Chegg eReader x |+ = X

<« C O https//www.chegg.com/reader/9780134776200/138/

!v 118 ﬂ Q [ e

IHE FROBLEM
1. With what area(s) will the problem deal? %
People
& ____ Things c&A
Records

____ Thoughts and ideas
Dynamics and energy

2. Aredata that relate directly to the problem available for each of the categories
you've just checked? Yes No
3. Whatacademic discipline is primarily concerned with the problem?

4. What other academic disciplines are possibly also related to the problem?

5. What special qualifications do you have as a researcher for this problem?
Incerest in the problem

Experience in the problem area
Education and/or training
_ Other (specify):

THE DATA

6. Ifrelevant, how available are any already-existing data you need?
__ Readily available
__ Available with permission
__ Available with great difficulty or rarely available
—_ Unavailable

7. Also, if you plan to use existing data, how often are you personally in contact with
the source of the data?

Once a day Once a week Once a month

Once a year Never
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Critically Scrutinizing Your Overall Plan ne

. Will you collect any new data? If so, how do you plan o gather it?

Observation Questionnaire Test Rating scale
_____ Photocopying of records Interview (with or without audio recording)
_____ Specialized machine/device Computer technology
Other (explain):

. Is special equipment or are special conditions necessary for gathering or processing

thedata? ____Yes____No
If your answer is yes, specify:

If you will need special equipment, do you have access to such equipment and the
skill o use it? Yes No
If your answer is no, how do you intend to overcome this difficuley?

. What is the estimated cost in time and money to gather the data?

. What evidence do you have that the data you gather will be valid and reliable

indicators of the phenomena you wish to study?
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When You Can'’t Anticipate Everything in Advance: The
Value of a Pilot Study

Did you have difficulty answering some of the questions in the checklist? For instance, did
you have trouble estimating how much time it would take you to gather your data? Did you
realize that you might need to create your own questionnaire, test, or other assessment instru-
ment but then wonder how valid and reliable the instrument might be for your purpose?

Up to this point, we have been talking about planning a research project as something that
occurs all in one fell swoop. In reality, a researcher may sometimes need to do a brief exploratory
investigation, or pilot study, to try out and refine particular procedures, assessment instru-
ments, or methods of analysis. A brief pilot study is an excellent way to determine the feasibility of your
study. Furthermore, although it may take some time initially, it may ultimately save you time
by letting you know—after only a small investment on your part—which approaches will and
will not be effective in helping you address your overall research problem or question.
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