Virginia Woolf

Virginia Woolf is best known for her
experimental novels Mrs. Dalloway and To

the Lighthouse. “The Death of the Moth,”
published posthumously, illustrates Woolf's
interest in the workings of human
consciousness.

The Death
of the Moth

MOTHS THAT FLY BY DAY are not properly
to be called moths; they do not excite that pleasant sense of dark
autumn nights and ivy-blossom which the commonest yellow-
underwing asleep in the shadow of the curtain never fails to
rouse in us. They are hybrid creatures, neither gay like butter-
flies nor sombre like their own species. Nevertheless the present

specimen, with his narrow hay-coloured wings, fringed with a
~ tassel of the same colour, seemed to be content with life. It was
a pleasant morning, mid-September, mild, benignant, yet with
ﬁ‘k&mer breath than that of the summer months. The plough
mdy scoring the field opposite the window, and where the
had been, the earth was pressed flat and gleamed with
re. Such vigour came rolling in from the fields and then
n beyond that it was difficult to keep the eyes strictly turned
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