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CHAPTER 2 Argument as Inquiry 35

Organization Plan for an Exploratory Essay

+ Establish that your question is complex, problematic,
and significant.,

Introduction «  Show why you are interested in it
ne to
i * Present relevant background on your issue.

several paragraphs)
Begin with your question or build up to it, using it to end
your introductory section.

« [ntroduce your first source and show why you started with it
= Provide rhetorical context and information about it.
= Summarize the source's content and argument.

« Dffer your response to this source, including both
Body section 1: believing and doubting points.

First view ot soutrce ;
= Talk about what this source contributes o your

understanding of your question: What did you learn? What
value does this source have for you? What is missing from this
source that you want to consider? Where do you want to go
from here?

= Repeat the process with a new source selected to advance
the inguiry.
= Explain why you selected this source fto find an alternative
view, pursue a sub-question, find more data, and so forth).
Body section 2:

+ Summarize the source’s argument,
Second view or source bl

* Respond to the source’s ideas. Look for points of agreement
and disagreement with other sources.

= Show how your cumulative reading of sources is shaping
your thinking or leading to more guestions.

Body sections 3,4, 5,etc. - Continue explaring views or sources,
« Wrap up your intellectual journey and explain where you

are now in your thinking and how your understanding of your
problem has changed.

Conclusion « Present your current answer to your question based on all
that you have learned so far, or explain why you still can't
answer your question, or explain what research you might
pursue further,
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