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CHAPTER 2 Argument as Inquiry 33

Three Ways to Foster Dialectic Thinking

In this concluding section, we suggest three ways to stimulate and sustain the process
of dialectic thinking.

Effective Discussions Good, rich talk is one of the most powerful ways to stimu-
late dialectic thinking. The key is to keep these discussions from being shouting
matches or bully pulpits for those who like to dominate the airtime. Discussions are
most productive if people are willing to express different points of view or to role-play
those views for the purpose of advancing the conversation.

Reading Logs In our classes, we require students to keep reading logs or journals in
which they use freewriting and idea mapping to explore their ideas as they encounter
multiple perspectives on an issue. One part of a journal or reading log should include
summaries of each article you read. Another part should focus on your own dialectic
thinking as you interact with your sources while you are reading them. Adapt the
questions for promoting dialectic thinking on page 31.

A Formal Exploratory Essay A formal exploratory essay tells the story of an
intellectual journey. It is both a way of prometing dialectical thinking and a way of
narrating one’s struggle to negotiate multiple views. The keys to writing successful
exploratory essays are: (1) choosing an issue to explore on which you don't vet have an
answer or position (or on which you are open to changing your mind); (2) wrestling
with an issue or problem by resisting quick, simple answers and by exploring diverse
perspectives; and (3) letting your thinking evolve and your own stance on the issue
grow out of this exploration.

Exploratery essays can be powerful thinking and writing experiences in their own
right, but they can also be a valuable precursor to a formal argument. Many instructors
assign a formal exploratory paper as the first stage of a course research project—what
we might call a "thesis-seeking” stage.

An exploratory essay includes these thinking moves and parts:

# The essay is opened and driven by the writer’s issue question or research problem—
not a thesis.

» The introduction to the essay presents the question and shows why it interests the
writer, why it is significant, and why it is problematic rather than clear-cut or easy
to resolve.

# The body of the essay shows the writer’s inquiry process. It demonstrates how the
writer has kept the question open, sincerely wrestled with different views on the
question, accepted uncertainty and ambiguity, and possibly redefined the question
in the midst of his or her reading and reflection on multiple perspectives.

# The body of the essay includes summaries of the different views or sources that
the writer explored and often includes believing and doubting responses to them.

= In the essay’s conclusion, the writer may clarify his or her thinking and discover
a thesis to be developed and supported in a subsequent argument. But the con-
clusion can also remain open because the writer may not have discovered his or
her own position on the issue and may acknowledge the need or desire for more
exploration.
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34 PART1  Overview of Argument

One of the writing assignment options for this chapter is a formal exploratory
paper. Trudie Makens's exploratory essay on pages 36-42 shows how she explored dif-
ferent voices in the controversy over raising the minimum wage to $15 per hour.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT An Argument Summary or A Formal Exploratory Essay

Option 1: An Argument Summary Write a 250-word summary of an argument
selected by your instructor. Then write a one-sentence summary of the same argument.
Use as models Trudie Makens’s summaries of James Surowiecki’s argument on raising
the minimum wage (pages 28 and 29).

Option 2: A Formal Exploratory Essay Write an exploratory essay in which you
narrate in first-person, chronological order the evolution through time of your
thinking about an issue or problem. Rather than state a thesis or claim, begin with
a question or problem. Then describe your inquiry process as you worked your way
through sources or different views. Follow the guidelines for an exploratory paper
shown on page 33. When you cite the sources you have considered, be sure to use
attributive tags so that the reader can distinguish between your own ideas and those
of the sources you have summarized. If you use research sources, use MLA documen-
tation for citing ideas and quotations and for creating a Works Cited at the end. W
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