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10. Original Text of Speech to Be
Delivered at the Lincoln Memorial

John Lewis

The August 28, 1963, March on Washington, conceived as a protest
ainst the federal government’s relative disinterest in the economic

light of black Americans, was transformed by the time it took place
into a rally of support for the civil rights legislation President Kennedy
had sent to the Congress after his June 11 speech. SNCC Chairman John
Lewis, however, in the advance text of his prepared remarks for the
event, strongly d}'ssented Jfrom any endorsement of the Kennedy admin-
istration’s new stance. Reluctantly bowing to last-minute pressure from
other civil rights leaders, Lewis, with-the aid of other SNCC leaders,
revised his speech to tone down several of the strongest statements. These
are excerpts from the original version, before it was altered for delivery
at the Lincoln Memorial. ‘

We march today for jobs and freedom, but v;re have nothing to
be proud of. For hundreds and thousands of our brothers are
not here. They have no money for their transportation, for they

- are receiving starvation wages . . . or no wages, at all.

In good conscience, we cannot support the administration’s civil
rights bill, for it is too little, and too late. There’s not one thing

in the bill that will protect our people from police brutality.
This bill will not protect young children and old women from

police dogs and fire hoses, [for] engaging in peaceful demonstra-
tions. ... '¢ Y ‘ \

The voting section of this bill will not help thousands of black
citizens who want to vote. It will not help the citizens of Mississippi,
of Alabama, and Georgia, who are qualified to vote, but lack a
6th Grade education. “One man, one vote,” is the African cry. It
Is ours, too. (It must be ours.) ‘ |

We are now involved in . . . revolution. This nation is still a place
of cheap political leaders who build their careers on immoral
Compromise and ally themselves with open forms of political,
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I want to know, which side is the Fed
The revolution is at hand, and we must free ourselves of the

chains of political and economic slavery. The non-violent revoly,.
tion is saying, “We will not wait for the courts to act, for we have

been waiting for hundreds of years. We will not wait for the

President, the Justice Department, nor Congress, but we will take
matters into our own hands and create a source of power, outside

any national structure that could and would assure us a victory.”
To those who have said, “Be Patient and Wait,” we must say that,
“Patience is a dirty and nasty word.” We cannot be patient, we do
hot want to be free gradually, we want our freedom, and we want
It now. We cannot depend on any political party, for both the
Democrats and the Republicans have betrayed the basic principles

of the Declaration of Independence.
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