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O this is the perleet ruby. O from the velvet can't you sce. O my goodness,
what big eyes you have, considering your mowm is Filipina, O my gooduess., how
light you are, considering your father is badian, O egge roll, O General ‘Tsao’s
chicken | cannat eat with chopsticks, G how | love dim sum.

Reach out and wave 1o the land of the rising sun, Reset your cloek backwards,
Rejoice: you were admitted 1o a prestigious college and didn’taceept it. Recall
how your [ather left India with a pompadour and a Real thirst for abl things
American, Rejoice, you are the perfect opportuniy for equality, and even on
this istand Resort, you have the longest legs.

Enrich your life with tea and almond cookics in glassine Envelopes, and cven
though you Envy all girls with blue eyes and the giant box of erayons (complete
with buili-in crayon sharpener), Entire rooms of men will soon be Enchanted by
your lovely durk locks., Enrage math teachers who want o throw erasers at you,
Engrave a curlicue on your best [riend’s palin when she smears Vaseline on the
locker handle of the boy who called your father a scalper, Wrong ludian, idiot.
Enchant the priest downstairs when you tell him you once saw a real crucilixion
in the Philippines.

Tull, At 55, you are the Tallest woman in your family for [ive generations.

Tall tales about chasing water buffalo down the streec, Tall tales about a white
peacock who will eat cashews out of your cupped hand, Talb wles about bad
wonien stealing coconuts from your tiny grandmother and the cobras who
stung their thicving feed, Tall tales of thin bangles and silver ankiets haminered
into snakey designs, tll wles of the family elephant who stole the bundie of
sugarcane you were saving for dessert, Tall tales of the filchy restaurants with
sour pineapples steung like lights and the secre games of mah-jong s1ay inside
and never in the home because these men are betting men. But there is one white
inan, the man with arms outstretehed and bloodied. who looks down at you und
smiles.
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