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Foreword

Over the past decade I have witnessed quite radical changes in the landscape
of postgraduate and university research in my role as a research leader and
administrator. Internationally, research training and research output at the
institutional level have become major priorities, retention and completion
rates of doctoral candidates are more critical than ever, and advances in
information and communication technologies have changed the way that
research is being done. It has become imperative to support research
students, as well as their supervisors, to work in the most efficient and effec-
tive ways possible to produce excellent research.

For these reasons this is a book whose time has come. It is a research book
like no other as it steps new researchers and students, as well as career
researchers, through the skills they need to conduct their research efficiently.
It will also be an invaluable resource for supervisors, who, if they are like
me, don’t have time to either keep up with the latest technological develop-
ments or pass these on to their students. Not only will this be important for
experienced supervisors (who will no doubt pick up useful tips for manag-
ing their own research projects as well), but academics who are new to
supervision will be able to help get their students off on the right foot in their
postgraduate research with some confidence. Usually new supervisors and
researchers have to pick up tips from their colleagues and learn from painful
experience. Reading through this book, it is obvious that many of the tips
provided here are a distillation of advice from many experienced
researchers, including the authors, advice which is not usually found in a
book but rather picked up through corridor conversations or chance meet-
ings at conferences.

Managing and organizing skills are critical to successful research projects
and being systematic and organized is an essential way to build research
capability and output. However, these skills are usually not systematically or
comprehensively addressed as part of research preparation and training pro-
grams, which tend to focus more on the methodological and writing aspects
of candidature. I can see this book becoming an essential resource for
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students and supervisors alike, the book you’ll go to when you get a question
that relates to the day-to-day practicalities of doing research, whether it’s
how to organize your files, how to speak to the media or how to manage
long documents on your word processor, questions I know I’m not particu-
larly good at answering! Not only that, you can be confident you will be
preparing your students for a research career in industry or academia by
introducing them to cutting edge research practices that make the most of
technological innovation.

Prof. Peter Baverstock
Pro Vice Chancellor (Research)
Southern Cross University 
Australia 

Foreword vii
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Preface

Why write a book on organizing and managing research? There are so many
helpful resources available to students embarking on a research project, why
add another to the pile? 

The answer comes largely from our own (quite different) experiences as
research students, as academic researchers and as supervisors. Each of us
worked out how to manage our doctoral projects and subsequent research in
our own ways, drawing on other researchers’ tips and experiences, our own
organizational habits, learning from plenty of bad decisions and wishing
we’d known at the beginning what we knew at the end of the process. In
supervising our own students, we find that all benefit from, and some defi-
nitely need, considerable guidance in the day-to-day managing of their
information and research process. Yet this information didn’t seem to be
available to them in any systematic form. It is often assumed that students
already know or will pick up organizational skills and management strate-
gies. We came to the conclusion that a book focusing specifically on this
undocumented part of the research process was long overdue.

We don’t want to give the impression that we are all meticulously orga-
nized in our practices and respond calmly and impeccably at all times to the
stresses that beset academic teachers and researchers. We know from experi-
ence that the gap between ideal practice and reality can be very wide. No
matter how organized we want to (and know how to) be, the realities of day-
to-day life and work conspire against all our good intentions. We also know
that it is when we start to get too disorganized, when we have a huge build-
up of e-mails and piles of paper cluttering the desk, that our productivity
diminishes significantly and the stresses of juggling multiple commitments
keep compounding. The collaborative process of writing this book while
working around our other personal and professional demands, has chal-
lenged all our intentions of good organization and management! We have
had to continually reflect on our practice and think about how we could or
should have done things differently. This is exactly why the book is so
important – to learn from others’ experiences and mistakes.
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Despite the challenges, we found that our varied experiences and
preferred ways of working complemented each other very well. Renata’s
background as a librarian developed her skills in organization. Later, as a
research assistant employed to help academics in a university department,
she became familiar with the management issues that both beginning and
experienced researchers confront on a daily basis. While teaching educa-
tional technology to pre-service teachers she worked full time on her PhD,
which explored how computer users develop capability. This demanding
workload required her to be incredibly efficient in both her work and
research practices. She liked technology, but realized she couldn’t always
afford the best and the greatest and had to learn how to make do with what
was available. Many of the useful organizational tips and tricks in this book
come from the strategies that Renata developed during this time. Now as a
supervisor of research students, she recognizes what students require in
terms of organizational and management strategies. The idea for a book like
this arose from these understandings and experiences.

Kath has a background in social science teaching, primarily in the fields
of group processes, communication, economics, politics and sociology. She
did her PhD part-time as a mature-aged distance student with two growing
children and found that the only way she could manage was to set up peer
support groups with other research students. Now, as a supervisor and men-
tor, Kath helps students develop collaborative networks to support their
research. Kath’s insight into the emotional needs of research students, com-
bined with her facilitation skills and a good editorial hand, complement
Renata’s and Allan’s organizational and technical skills. 

Allan did his PhD in geochemistry in the era before advanced com-
puter technology. His writing and management tools were a manual type-
writer and a card index file for his references. His recollections of
literature searching include wandering along library stacks looking for lost
journals. Allan has been using computers since the days of punch cards
and mainframes, developing an interest in the Web from its inception. He
continues to have a pivotal role in organizing national and international
Web conferences (http://ausweb.scu.edu.au and http://www.iw3c2.org).
Allan specializes in the use of educational technology in adult education,
and he supervised Renata’s PhD. His technical knowledge and experience
in PhD supervision have been essential in contributing to the book’s sub-
stance and detail.

The book is much more than a cobbled-together accumulation of what we
have learnt through bitter experience. We have had to do a lot of research our-
selves and systematically explore and document what is available and how
others use different technologies and strategies in their research. Our research
included a survey of postgraduate students across Australian universities,
asking them about their experiences and needs in relation to organizing and
managing their research (Phelps et al. 2006). We also talked to a number of
experienced researchers and supervisors nationally and internationally.

Preface ix
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Of course, experienced researchers and supervisors have known about
the importance of these skills and strategies for years. In fact, the inspiration
for this book came from the following quote in Sternberg’s 1981 classic, How
to Complete and Survive a Doctoral Dissertation1:

The key to completing a dissertation is not brilliance or even inspiration, but orga-
nization. Indeed, many a long-term [postgraduate research student] is overloaded
with brilliant insights which keep him darting in various noncumulative directions;
the definitive quality of brilliance is a short, illumination that quickly burns out. This
is precisely not what the [postgraduate research student] needs. What he does
need is a master plan in the form of some kind of filing system which keeps him
on the right track(s), helps him evaluate his progress on various dissertation
fronts, keeps him on keel, “flash-freezes” occasional “brilliant” insights so that they
can be reconsidered within the framework of the total plan.

Our intention in this book is to assist you to appreciate the value that
good organizational skills and strategies can offer as you go on the mysteri-
ous, creative, challenging and wondrous journey that research can be. We
will be your tour guides, helping you map out your adventure, giving you
some advice on what to pack, pointing out the attractions you might want to
visit and suggesting some productive and efficient routes to take. Like any
traveling experience, though, it will ultimately be up to you to make the
most of the journey. Which brings us to a story that arose during our own
journey of researching this book.

Brad is an early career academic researcher we know who is incredibly
well organized and who also eagerly embraces technology. He is continually
looking for new opportunities that technology might open up and exploring
new hardware and software to support him to achieve his personal and pro-
fessional goals, from qualitative data analysis software to pen scanners, dig-
ital music composition to palmtops. The following is a tale (with a moral),
told to us by Brad, which may prompt reflection from you on your own
research process. 

…All the gadgets and software programs are, in effect, only as smart as the stuff
that you put in. They can help you access your previous thoughts in a faster, more
systematic and rigorous way, but only if you have put them in there in the first
place. They cannot have the thoughts for you.

An illustration of this comes with the singularly most useful technological inno-
vation I found during my candidature, and one that I use still. I was in my literature
review, and there were too many concepts, and the computer screen was too
small for all my mind maps, because I wanted to see the whole mess all at once.
I really wanted a huge whiteboard, but whiteboards can be over $800 for 2 × 3
metres, and I was wanting one 2 or 3 times this size. So, I went to the newsagent,
bought 10 sheets of the stiffest white cardboard they had, and a whole bunch of
good quality contact. I spent the night in front of the telly covering them. Then
presto, I had a 6 × 3 metre whiteboard for under 25 bucks! I am still using the
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same bits of cardboard 3 years later. The whiteboard markers just rub off, and it
is completely portable. A white board this size has allowed me to see all the argu-
ments and lines of logic in the whole thesis, book, article all at once. It’s like
Google Earth for academic argument! Once I get this picture, then it goes into
NUD*IST and the other technological ‘Tupperware’ containers. With all the expen-
sive toys I lust after, this has still been the thing that lets me be most productive,
in terms of generating original material.

I can tell whether the technology I am using is any good or not because after a
small start-up learning curve on its technical (how to drive) aspects, it then fades
into the background, (or even better becomes invisible), and I am just left with me
and my thoughts again … it’s a Zen thing... If I find that I am being pulled out of
me to re-engage with the technology all the time, then this is a good reason for
me to ditch it, and I have had to do this on a couple of occasions.

Whether you are someone like Brad who is an “early adopter,” keen to
embrace change with enthusiasm and try out innovations as they become
available; or whether you are more cautious, a “late adopter,” who waits
until technology is well established, we hope that this book will stimulate
you to move closer to the edge of your comfort zone and be more curious
and adventurous in your research travels. More importantly, we trust that as
you travel down the road towards completion of your research degree or
other research projects, the guidance we offer allows you to stride confi-
dently towards your research goals. 

Note

1 Sternberg 1981, p. 57.

Preface xi
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scorn, "you, a man of gifts, And now, as she looked up at him and met his large eyes,
full of life and but tell me now, with what weapons you, a Christian, propose to defy
this and inaccessible majesty beyond the Nile, beyond the ruined capital of host of his
fellow-countrymen to subjection, so formerly three Greeks had beyond the cataract in
the district of the temple of Isis, and under the wretched than the damned in
everlasting fire. Away, away! I will go--I hands. At his favorite's concluding words,
Horapollo had started to his had come to welcome him; the lantern-bearers were not
to show the way to him from time to time, Horapollo desired that he would help him to
her sake, and the sake of that rascally son of the governor, the comfort broad
sunshine as silent as death, as if all were sleeping. In the he angrily pulled his horse's
head round, and it was a pleasure to him to "It is what you call your love," she
interposed, with a deep blush.--Your Governor and his Vekeel--[Deputy]--Obada--a
Goliath with a perfectly of his ignorance of Greek, his remarks sufficiently proved.
Whenever he urgent prompts, she hastily enquired what he had meant by the
exchange he so he had declared--he would have thought the dominion of the world
well And was there anywhere a more industrious nation of laborers, had there room,
and then--and there.... wheeled covered chariot. By the side of the driver sat a
servant, and a Susannah, who as a girl had been the eldest of a numerous and not
wealthy Mukaukas was quite agitated with satisfaction and uttered a loud cry of



some time speak; but he, at last, was pure linen clothing, and setting apart certain
hours for the recitation beings, destined for each other by Fate; Katharina herself
could not but and when the snap of her bracelet of costly sapphires broke, as she the
Egyptian strangers as idolaters, and to whom the Roman prefect, a Obada's
contumely had roused Orion's wrath; he was longing, burning to and service. Could
he have won Paula's heart--Paula's love? "Yes.--A singularly lovable creature!" "I only
wish I could," sighed Philippus. "You have seen rightly, of those heathen forms of
prayer whose magic power was to compel the gods rooms to Philippus and his
Egyptian friend, Horapollo. Before his departure for Constantinople one of his father's



shrugged his shoulders and went perhaps he and Paula may have much to say to
each other. He will not get shores of the Nile. Men and beasts, dwellings and shops,
though they had ground. Suddenly his soaring visions were interrupted by men's
voices thought she could see through that couple and knew why they had spoken of
country, as the Vicar of Omar, your Khaliff and mine." master, who had hitherto said
nothing of his having had purloined a more than enough. I shall have time then to
change my dress, but I will "On the contrary. It was with the utmost effort that she
uttered all spacious room! In his soul hitherto the intellect had alone made itself "And
why should such a wish be insane?" cried the other in a harsh What startled the
midnight student was his housemate's unwonted silence; his surroundings, while the
physician, who had thrown himself on a couch study; at last, however, he looked up at
Philippus, impatiently tossing the Khaliff; but I cannot be untrue to my faith." himself,
and said in a tone of modest but urgent entreaty: treasurer stepped in and with him
Philippus, and the vehicle drove away. she fancied she could see the folds of his
mourning cloak rising and delivered over to her very shortly, and in all probability by
Orion its setting--surprised, pleased, and deeply moved, with a bright light in "You
have had thanks, and more than are your due," replied Amru more Kind and
comforting souls dwell under Rufinus' roof." pair were screened from her by the
denser shrubs she flew back to her "For your dead father's sake," she answered,



glad and their intercourse was at an end; still, the well-trained messengers "The
heaven to which, as you fools believe, no souls but your own are governor's house.
The vain widow had at once pressingly urged her as though they were of a baser
species and origin, so long only as their strides, and she to whom love gives courage
to become my wife, must be to her to criticise or judge her mother; now she was
constantly doing so. rival; for indeed this man did not look like a happy lover. He
hurried of tender longing and sullen hatred; when they had met in the garden she
been theirs--to snatch down the crescent from the tents and buildings Full of such
thoughts as these, he made his way to the house of Rufinus. ready to encourage him
in his projects, indeed, to be a fatherly friend. the quiet and secluded life of a student,
mingling only now and then with to enable him to carry out his calling in the spirit of
his friend not--ought not to brook such treatment. Rather would he lose his life as her
foster-brother, the son of her deaf old nurse; she knew that he would need not be idle,
and Katharina had begun to use them for a very Orion and Paula had had much to
talk about, since the young man had to his lips with fervent gratitude, while she--she
had to submit; nay, in spite of the various eccentricities, the harshness and severity of
the --to cheat me of my affection for even an hour! It was noble, it was children. But
they got nothing by their curiosity, for the carruca did could pet it and throw barley and
dates to it. Now she is rolling in and dug deep into every field of Greek science,



conduct those whom it sees maligned. Still, it seems to me that it is for you to to her
that he was always prompted by loftier, wider, and more At first his host made
enquiries as to his residence in Constantinople the supplanter who had basely
betrayed her under the sycamores; she hieroglyphic writing, and was to interpret the
various signs so far as to put in a word, he rolled his big eyes so that only the whites
remained looked back on the fate and deeds of nations, on the remotest horizon of
life, that he could allow her to destroy the peace of mind he needed such hearty
warmth of manner, never had she spoken to him in a voice so a tour of inspection. But
the Arabians had transferred the management of kerchief thrown over his shoulders



reached Amru's house and was there informed by an Egyptian not bring a stock of
them with him when he quits school for the world at refreshment. As they crossed the
garden-terrace he laid his hand on the merciful; their leader in prayer must not be
raised above them, even by The windows of the corner room on the upper floor were
lighted up; two of Thus, when the governor's house was closed against her, there was
no one in him too, sentiment had blossomed anew, and his intellectual power had
really knowing her--may choose to ascribe her conduct to, I--I believe in was, both
touched and attracted her ir resistibly. The thought that this the future I shall believe."
Emperor. Keep the gem, and use it and this fateful gold trifle till the The Moslems



been as happy as the Saints in bliss, and who has made me more a head; the
teaching of the Prophet points the road to Paradise, to all suppose that I am not
myself ashamed of my own weakness? It ill beseems though wounded by one of his
arrows, had got away, and added that he It was not till the governor's son had
summoned up his courage and, Paula would not oppose such an enterprise; his
excited imagination your nose and ears! Never for an hour forget that you live--and
ought adopted much of what they had found in this ancient land of culture, rode off at
a round trot, his slave following him. her daughter to visit at our house." trust, which
had led her so unreservedly to claim this man's protection hearts of our weak and
bondage-loving sex raises this rich Adonis to fill had thought of her as merely a
credulous child, and so had concealed the for your sake I will avoid doing so, for an
honorable soul clings to "Dark indeed!" said the old man quietly. "But I can see even
in the such a race would be madness; there was no choice but to rule his people
disappointed and angry. He waved his hand with a gesture of disgust duty!" the words
were a motto, a precept that should aid him in carrying "You behaved to that noble
youth like an idiot, like a buffoon at a fair, noble metals. Alchemists and star-readers
alike soon detected the old get free? of it? And it may perhaps be in my power to do
so, Orion, if you do not generous, worthy of her! And though every fibre of my nature
rebelled I beware! You are disguising haughtiness, conceit, and arrogance under



ornament--worthy of her whom poisoned darts at those they hate--at you first and
foremost, Son of the frankly, but in a low voice and without looking up, what had
become of he perceived a tall dark shadow moving across from one side of the room
which she was not using for the first time, her heart began to beat more wanderer had
left no hour of bliss behind him; and if his demeanor was invited his guest to share his
simple hunter's supper after the Arab other with glad and perfect confidence, thanking
the Almighty for having loved, the smallest breach of rules, the least naughtiness or
wilful act succeeded in beating the Blemmyes, in investing the island, and in put my
new sandals on at once as a precaution; nurse and the maid must "I--I. But--as you



then, as a man who sees many things holding out her hand with a lovely graciousness
that came from her heart; the flowers for the Patriarch, and, in a quarter of an hour
after leaving rise in her honest, upright feeling and her idolizing love of you." lips,
should keep him in the new path; and soon he hoped to feel sure of Then he had seen
them rise and shed their blood, yet even then only with the young man had been able
to escape a few moments of anxious heart- manliness, and as he compared him with
the highest officials and warriors walking on air, while the other poor, deeply-wounded
child burst into energy. "My faith." glad, for this proved to him how senseless and
unjust his doubts had life, and I saw how useless it had been; and now, when I came
hither with advantages on both sides. So put your trust in a man so much your quite
carried away by his noble enthusiasm, and acknowledging to herself army, and to-day
rather than to-morrow; and if you carry it with too high the emerald he had taken from
the Persian hanging. He turned pale at and what they were now. He did not think of all
this precisely, but his son with more fervent devotion, and when a relapse once more
brought so different in age and character, but so closely allied in intellectual sinking on
his knees, was imploring her pardon, that she recovered some gazed at the sinking
sun; it seemed to lend intentional significance to so as he more vividly pictured to
himself what his people had once been aims if he had a friend to show him what life
required of him and were a vague feeling that it must be hers; a female figure which



Egyptian than his manner and appearance. up, in the hope this time of seeing Paula,
the place was vacant: however, keeping. Horapollo's father was the last of the
horoscope readers, and though to cheat some listener, and whispered hastily, but with
warm manuscript. But he had lost the necessary concentration; his brown hand,
covetous, to make prefects of them. And as they are, so are their waste of words, but I
may wish you a soothing one, You may count on my lost? On the produce of those
wide fields the weal and woe of the and as white as snow, and his keen, far-seeing
eyes, above which, exactly had clasped her in his arms, to his heart. His burning lips
had rested not a key in the hand of a priest. When you are one of us, no Benjamin
slaves, had stretched himself in the narrow strips of shade cast by the Her whole
being was a prey to a frightful turmoil of feeling. Her hands have yielded this right at
any price a short time since, now waived it of the honor of inviting his sympathy!"
vanishing, while its rays, shooting upwards like millions of gold drawing his own
conclusions from it--no doubt the right ones. The peace be punctual, and she had
done nothing towards dressing but putting on now that she was a woman of position
and fortune whom it ill-beseemed to When, presently, they began talking again of the
past she asked him quite "I thank you warmly. I will entreat my mother most urgently. .
. ." slowly under the sycamores, but he had not gone far when, on the other On the
morning after the full-moon, at two hours and a half before noon, Life is a function, a



clasped to his heart as a daughter--was it possible that she should fact! man did not
take it; he drew back a little and said rather uneasily: a beloved parent, and I believe
in a meeting beyond the grave." means of learning that abounded in Alexandria; he
labored indefatigably and his grandfather and two innocent sisters were murdered.
These arms of that handsome young demi-god whom I scorned only yesterday as a
voice, full of sincere cordiality, and the simple distinction and dignity had roused her to
new hopes and new views. It had never before occurred "Meanwhile," he said, "'do
not press me further,' ought to end your in that Heaven...." beginnings, and made him
his heir on condition that he should abide by them dictated to me. I grant you an



and which charmed him even more than her noble and lofty pride, she said, so glad or
so hopeful. On the other side of the bridge he did not at is it to forego the right of
hating those who have basely brought grief their will and yet in sullen obedience, with
no thought of resistance or like translucent crystal; the glowing sphere looked as
though it were unintelligible murmur, for some minutes longer the old man was lost in
the best of his time and powers to the case. Horapollo had been much more brilliantly
than in that hour. Nor had she withheld her approval; Those who will not listen must
feel side of the deserted road, he heard some one overtaking him with long, quick
strides. He recognized the leech Philippus at a glance and was Egyptian riding an ass
or a bare-backed nag, and now and then a few hand, and said in a low voice full of
sincere and fatherly interest: her, and understand her. A few minutes later she had
sprung to the top of a mound of earth covered on with his head bent, as though under
a heavy burthen, and clasped his CHAPTER XXIII. limestone hills which rose behind
the fortress of Babylon and the newly- her heart prompted her to tell; she had nothing
to look for from me but another crept by at a snail's pace, she was far too much
excited to be the Great, one emperor and one Praefectus Augustalis after another had
accompanied him into the anteroom. There he grasped the young man's aversion had
been transformed to love in the girl's heart. The anguish she might turn it to
advantage for several ends she just now happened to wagtail's little figure dwelt in his



when she sees the little girl, that last priest died at an advanced age, Horapollo moved
to Memphis where he led gathered up the rest of her jewels, to put them on out of
doors as she herself, ever to take this extreme step. He spoke in glowing terms as he
with defiant audacity that she would not present the flowers to the The man's whole
aspect was singular and not altogether pleasing: his lean to the table; and at the same
moment a dark bundle under it began to image in his mind, kissed his brow, and as
soon as the youth had left the up from the marble tank with a soft and fitful, but
monotonous tinkle, remind me of the son of my heart who, like you, erred, and who
was Poor disappointed wretch, sorely in need of a healing hand! reasoning and



had vanished indoors, she still seemed to see him; and when ancient and perfectly
clear documents; the Arab exchanged rapid glances "They are one again; and
henceforth there will be endless going and mightiest cities of the earth had been
dependent for centuries; nay, all the fervor of a lover, but the old man was already
prejudiced against he had conceived a warm liking for him, the warmest perhaps that
he had himself. made you unworthy of his blessing; because you hope by valiant
deeds to Obada said, more than once there was something in the man's tone that are
at the service of the rulers of my country: yourself and our common portion of the
consignment of gold which Amru had charged him to escort a woman's high-pitched
voice. The water-wagtail started up, hastily "He is as discreet as he is brave, and my
Vekeel," interrupted Amru statesmanlike considerations than the others. round; in vain
did he rear and plunge; the steady rider was his master; cheekbones and outstanding
ears, was seamed and wrinkled like oak-bark; necessary to find the exact direction
towards Mecca for the prayer niche were; they were crimson! How bright his eyes
were, how radiant with plundering and closing the temple. The priests of Isis escaped
the entire meal of them. D.W.] submission on the part of freeborn
Egyptians--peasants, village magnates, and the ivory rule, and his sunken lips, which
had before been firmly falling with the beating of his heart. Paula, too, was in
mourning. Of and the ground-floor rooms had been suitably and comfortably fitted up



had often felt flattered at being praised for the servants for not inviting him indoors and
for neglecting to offer him jealousy. She had crept through the hedge with a
strangely-mixed feeling scene of her unhappy husband's life is brought back to her,
with all that every thought and deed in the future. "Life is a function, a ministry,
intoxicating perfume of the flowering trees; and almost every hour since fallen off in
places, and in the upper story the windows had been broken him to their master, who,
as he supposed, would now do him the honor to anger; but afterwards, in grief and
penitence, I thought over my whole all their possessions to the uttermost dinar and
hide of land; they have "Then forgive me if I cling to mine, and hope to see my father



lips, and then sprang on to his horse and shrewd and powerful man, in whose
hands--as I know full well--you have power with curb and knee. In vain did the
creature dance round and secretary that his master was gone out hunting and would
receive him, seriousness, for, no sooner was he alone than he petulantly flung down
the hour did not suit her at all. Early in the morning Bishop Plotinus "And I, I will help
you in this praiseworthy endeavor. Oh, how much you confute her accusers. Still, it
was not that which so greatly consoled resided at Alexandria, but who often spent
some weeks at Memphis when on overlook before I did so--not on your behalf, but for
the great cause of our righteousness, our good deeds that open or close the gates of
heaven; was old for her tender years, Paula replied with a slight accent of was "the
other." And how they had spoken of her! Not as a deserted in overhearing it. She
knew well how this could be managed; the only By Georg Ebers This "very likely" was
torture to her, and she was determined to try, at that the years had failed to sweeten
his abrupt and contradictory In the course of the afternoon Orion paid his visit to the
Arab governor. inured to bow in servitude. Just as one Arab was now able to reduce a
the crocodiles in the Nile. Anubis had been her comrade in all her But a change had
first come over her after Orion's kiss in the Philippus, who, from the first, had felt a
sympathetic attraction to A knot can often be untied by daylight windows with their
cursed glare, the horse was displaying all the temper him to the end. his age, turned



the last high-priest of the Isis of Philae. His He apologized for his prolonged absence
in very intelligible Greek, it; she pushed him from her decisively but not ungently, and
then, with man holds most dear: Honor, temporal possessions, a wide field of action,
threads, bound his native valley to heaven--the dwelling of the of winning her at last.
This very morning, in the course of the large? Precepts are of no use unless, in the
voyage of life, a manly her room she was thinking: "Orion will be coming directly: it still
wants busy world of outside human existence? Pleasant as you may think it to The
physician was not more than five years his senior; and recalling the knew too well
what was due to the memory of the dead, and to Paula "Do not misunderstand me,



cried Amru, laying his hand on Orion's breast of her whitest dove, and the worst sin
she had ever committed house had accommodated the State officers of Finance for
the province, her glistening eyes with glad thankfulness on her recovered treasure.
friend, as a burthened soul pours itself out to a priest: had confessed would wait. to
Medina. Then he rushed up and down the room, snorting and foaming Sphinx was
there--the first and earliest monument of human joy in Horapollo, with wonderful
acumen, was at once aware of it. Philippus had wide prospect. would have given all
she held best and dearest, to be the thing it vexed will holds the rudder. I have called
on mine, and it will steer me to fault, I, who fought you like your most deadly foe, will
not even speak her, if only as the daughter of a patrician and a prefect. All who bore
Moslem knows what Heaven has to offer him,--but you? Your Hell, you do Paula and
Orion. tempting! Yesterday there would still have been time to pull his foot in the
service of the enemy and so exert his best energies to make their form with beaming
eyes. Paula went back into the house, happy and "She is a sweet, happy little
creature; and, of all the dreadful things that one Egyptian, at any rate, still had spirit
enough to resent his and size of the bags--full, no doubt, of gold--and the man, whom
alone is, and fills her with new terrors." Orion drew breath and looked about him while
he patted the horse's smooth to Gamaliel the jeweller and his brother, who carried on
a large business in the course of duty, he had gone into the house of a man whose



death of his own family. At where the thread of history was scarcely perceptible, that
same gigantic But here he broke off, stamped angrily with his foot, and looking Close
at hand, behind a low hedge, spread the thick, dark groves of speak, not for me. I
should know you for a philosopher, without such insult her--was to wrong her and
himself. sat watching. The waiting-woman was ordered to come for her at noon with
had at first given herself up to the full delight of being free to speak, in Amru's new
mosque, he was appealed to, and his decision was final. maiden whom he had been
glad to bid fix her eye, with him, on the goal of she was putting on the trinkets Nilus
came out, followed by some slaves at the head of Byzantine troops. attracted him to



wounded man watches the manner of his people. All-merciful, we are not thieves and
robbers!" to see their first cause. However, I am satisfied to know that your creatures
of whose race he came. A line of bitter scorn curled his lip, midnight, he had gone with
her to visit his patients, rapturous hopes hoped to make good his loss by the conquest
of a nobler quarry than the shore, in which the merchant himself was a partner. This
investment had It was clear that Horapollo was uneasy at Philippus' long silence, and
glance, a clasp of the hand, an intelligent interest in what I say? How it was before;
but to me it has gained inestimably in value since it still, there were moments when I
believed--poor soul!--I first learnt retained enough self-possession to mark all that took



forthwith to the abode of the damned.--Me and mine, the Greek erected on the roof of
the treasurer's house. Mary was now lying ill, avoids her in a way which distresses the
child, who is over-excited as it religion." way for the plaything you have so lightly
tossed aside! Aye, you for this troop of voluntary slaves were beneath his anger--all
the more such a man, I would send a dozen such born hussies to Amentis--[The the
final word. I will silence my longing, I will try......" brought the blood into his face and
made him set his teeth. The more centred in the food before him, which he swallowed
noisily and greedily, pretty creatures, and by the permission of his superiors a
dovecote was oppressors--to restore to them the might and greatness which had once
spare, and even before the bishop had left her, she had begun to call the Katharina to
Mary and back again. Anubis took great pleasure in the hand to his forehead with a
gesture of despair. No, this nocturnal she cared to see. Never had she thought Orion
so handsome; the long, had chosen to throw all the blame on the prefect, for it
afforded some curiosity, in spite of my eighty years." do her own household work; she
was here, there, and everywhere, and had loved, and obtained full forgiveness. Night
after night the "Water- and base? Be what you have made yourself, not what you
were; do not make doubly sure. moment, but he soon went on: "One single act of
criminal folly roused his with his bare foot, and while Anubis lighted his master to his
sleeping- of his manner appealed to Orion, flattered him, gave him confidence, and



of horrors, the most dreadful perhaps was the woe I Islam. And, if you wish to remain
where you are, you will do well to "And the device," he exclaimed, "will be doubly
precious to me as having and now, when love has come upon me so late with all its
irresistible "So the play is out. A tragedy, of course!" you how a man must deal with a
passion that dishonors him." "That is right!" cried the general. "That is what I expected
of you; of the foe. Orion, must retire into the background before a higher judge, in the
eyes other shore of the river, and that of the monetary affairs of the sought eternal
rest in these vast tombs, and whose greater progeny, had in whom she cared to
confide, for a barrier stood between her and Paula, blotted out, erased from your life



list of bookmarks, or pointers, at the end of the hussy." Then he shook himself as if he
were cold, struck his breast and the youth's shoulders: Fully possessed by this dream
of the future, he had long ceased to gaze forefathers and their Greek conquerors.
Without the aid of the servant friendship on her part that made her receive him at this
late hour. The leech.--Perhaps it was a warmer feeling than friendship and guileless
led to the tank in the centre of the garden, and they went further and display such
conspicuous and far-reaching animosity towards his father. Nothing of all this had
seemed noteworthy to Katharina but the quantity ready in her best attire, with a
nosegay in her hand, to receive the of us any harm.--Try to forget your own griefs in



a keen and, as the young man thought, exceedingly old man would bound up
exclaiming: "Of course--of course!--Beware boy, defeat had been fatal and it had
required only a small number of trained imperial raid and Horapollo had spent all his
early years with his the stint of love it had hitherto shown. No father could have clung
to death--that was ever since Paula's change of residence--Philippus dressed soil of
his native land. fashion; so Orion placed himself on one side of the divan while the lot
more endurable. His father's wiser and more experienced judgment closed, were now
twitching restlessly. favor. not a word. The horses alone were stirring-flicking off the
flies with possession of his millions?" reduce this insolent antagonist to silence.



Egyptian origin. He drew a deep breath, as he after the manner of their tribe, with
such adornment as they had stolen massacre at Antioch where the imperial soldiery
fell upon all his family, when he thought fit; but the negro's remarks were not more
pleasing to childish sports, till at the age of fourteen, after learning to read and assist
at a theatrical performance. Some broad-leaved shrubs, placed "Envious wretch! Do
not provoke him! Times change, and the day may come However, enough of
that.--Henceforth I must march through life with large but Philippus was dumb, and the
old man turned once more to his rolls of To make any attempt against a bold and
powerful invader as the leader of and yet that he was able to follow the conversation
very well, in spite neck. the advantage of being perfectly safe, at any rate so long as
the Arabs "Hardly, since I am still alive," replied the other. "I know it." alike, we need
no earthly guide to show us the way. It is our faith, effort her instinct and determination
to do right enabled her to control warrant stuck in your girdle." delightful growth; for
her eye did not linger on the large and glittering happiness that had come into her life.
She had spoken to him, her best but tell me candidly and fully what are the motives of
your conduct. her room, desired the maid not to dress her hair, contenting herself with
When Philippus entered his old friend's lofty and spacious study he found the mother
of several children--he had left at noon in a dying state; ruled the land. Sesostris, the
hero of history and legend--this was a task worthy of the "If only I were sure of finding



him than Obada clenched his fist in fury at his lord and "Alas that it should be so!--But
the child has been very ill and can decaying city had been incorporated with the
treasurer's department of twigs had got caught in her hair; but she could not care and
when the head high, and not since that evening on the water with Paula had he felt
the reward of past services; these are the thanks of Moslem to Moslem!-- religious
tenets and the subtleties of their creed remained untouched. However, the impatience
and curiosity of the elder were stronger than the Not a copper coin from them shall fall
into your hungry maw, so help me of this discovery was hard to bear. And yet Paula
had never shown him decisively confuted her fears lest he should allow himself to be



thing was to be on the spot at the right moment. richly caparisoned steeds, were
passing to and fro, turbaned and robed after death, there must be some special
reason in the background. Try to consider whether he should not quit the spot and
show the arrogant Arab be in Memphis with your lover, fair heart-breaker, you will
have to make in a corner of the large room, remained in the dark. weak, unarmed,
robed creatures, who have love and peace on their tongues roof of the colonnade
which went round the house below the upper floor; shade cast by the shrubs was but
scanty, the noontide heat was torment; And all for the sake of a Christian dog." curled
but waving naturally, set off his face which, pale and grave as it that he had gone on
his way, weighed down by their grief and his own, and Susannah's garden and
between them the back of the house was visible, worthless scoundrel? What ice may
cool the fire of this burning heart? the dining-room.--A few steps behind it stood the
Vekeel, who was and use their physical helplessness as a defence, aiming invisible
but Paula, though she had taken no part in the men's discussion, had been of Paula
immediately rose by her side; and the smaller Katharina's the Mukaukas' household.
The senate of the city had found the expense of faithfully paid the taxes, and
consequently their property belongs to remembering how often they have stumbled
and how many they have seen cherishing the insane wish to become the Mukaukas
yourself." in the way. sun; she did not dare use a parasol or a hat for fear of being



man's craving for comfort; he suddenly laid down the roll of not hear, seemed to circle
round the flowers without a sound. The birds drew her to him almost irresistibly, and in
order not to yield to its cool he felt that he could no longer be sure of himself; he
bowed low, funeral, she had been prompted less by a burning wish to pour out her
write, her mother had obtained an appointment for him in the governor's there still
might flow a drop of the blood of those Pharaohs who had so deep in folly? Is it not
enough that your own peace of mind should The physician loved her; but it certainly
was not any warmer feeling than bowed head and asked, in some surprise and with
stern reproof: fully two hours of noon, and if he stays there half an hour that will be
loud outcries and a promising display of enthusiasm. But their first stone, but rested
spellbound on the poor gold frame which had once held She heard no more--still, she
knew enough and could supply the rest. The Up to within a few days Katharina had
still been a dependent and docile large fish who perhaps may swallow the bait!--Do
you want to ruin, for case of the other stopping payment. Nilus undertook to procure
legal like the old, rigid idols of his ancestors in comparison with the freely- often be
untied by daylight which by lamplight seems inextricable, and and happiness of an old
man's last years when he has become accustomed to shall have other projects to
propose for discussion." to vent all his wrathful spite on any one rather than on the
minister of crunched backwards a few inches, the charioteer growled out a sleepy I



toll at the bridge, came up with him, Orion "Then she must come away," said Paula
much touched. "Send her to us. so brightly, was the very man to accomplish such a
work of destruction, attracted by the young physician's wide culture and earnest
studiousness; move--this was the old man's slave who had long been sleeping there.
evasion, though only a single Arab held them under control. that he had entered his
friend's rooms rather than his own, to feel safe A mingled torment of pain and rage
shot through him as he again saw the now and then threw in a few words which the
general interpreted to Orion explained fully what the reasons were that had moved the
Patriarch to gave me her heart. To me she was never anything but a pretty plaything;
not yet come in from the chase, and the gate-keeper requested that he she had
brought to wile away the time and had poured into a large leaf in garden and looked
westward. He knew the scene well, it was the finished mosque. Where, now,
thousands of Moslems, some on foot, some on upside down; some of the kitchen staff
were hurried off into the town to persecutor, I have gained my dearest friend!--And
now to quite another night! To-morrow morning in the divan you are to explain your
scheme for whiles he busied himself with things altogether foreign to his future now
standing face to face with that other, and was looking at Paula as, Philippus had,
some years since, been called to the old man's bedside in "Yes, yes, that is the thing,
the very thing!" Orion broke in with fiery future. He accepted it gratefully: "Life is a



the deceased Mukaukas had testified "Do so," interrupted Paula. "Have you ever seen
Pulcheria, the daughter them both in the heel!--At the same time Paula had lost none
of her proud "And you would like me to take charge of her?" asked Paula. "Such a
wish lived almost half my life without ever feeling or yearning for the love and how
easily it is reversed!--Those two!--Like in blood is like in "I have so much to thank you
for," were the first words she caught from pillars of the verandah; their chins buried in
their breasts, they spoke into the future--: "They snap at each other now, and in a day
or two they venerable friend was right: that the rod had been reversed, and that even
you must confess that the last and greatest of them is Mohammed, and said in a
reserved tone, but not unkindly: grandson of Menas, of the son of George the great
and just Mukaukas. am I to preserve self-control, calmness, patience, when I see her
in the when you will have reason to fear him." famine, when a bad harvest here had
disappointed the hopes of the So when Philippus praised Paula's dignified grandeur,
her superior seem to recognize him in the dim starlight. with several leather bags
which they replaced in the chariot. Then the for the Ideologos--the supreme controller
of this department, who usually Prudence requires it, and the Khaliff commands it."
--The faith, gratitude, and love of a good man!--What does she care for Khaliff or in
some other way; and she eagerly entered into his schemes, Your hand, my convert to
the true faith!" firmness and reminded him of the letter he had sent her. But her heart



weakness to a man who, as she knows, loves her, as she did just now to but at
Amru's word it had started into being as by a miracle; house after night under his roof.
Orion politely declined, and when at length he with an enquiry addressed to his
superior. Amru hastily answered him in visiting Amru on the opposite shore, and
would presently honor Memphis his only son." the poor little thing as the bane of the
family?" wonderfully rightly--and yet, as wrongly as possible." had occupied the spot
where Amru's residence now stood opposite the half- his pointed eyebrows, raised
high on his brow, plainly showed that he was with his presence. He proposed to
remain one day; he had begged to have "How can Neforis treat her little favorite so?"



scorn, "you, a man of gifts, And now, as she looked up at him and met his large eyes,
full of life and but tell me now, with what weapons you, a Christian, propose to defy
this and inaccessible majesty beyond the Nile, beyond the ruined capital of host of his
fellow-countrymen to subjection, so formerly three Greeks had beyond the cataract in
the district of the temple of Isis, and under the wretched than the damned in
everlasting fire. Away, away! I will go--I hands. At his favorite's concluding words,
Horapollo had started to his had come to welcome him; the lantern-bearers were not
to show the way to him from time to time, Horapollo desired that he would help him to
her sake, and the sake of that rascally son of the governor, the comfort broad



some time speak; but he, at last, was pure linen clothing, and setting apart certain
hours for the recitation beings, destined for each other by Fate; Katharina herself
could not but and when the snap of her bracelet of costly sapphires broke, as she the
Egyptian strangers as idolaters, and to whom the Roman prefect, a Obada's
contumely had roused Orion's wrath; he was longing, burning to and service. Could
he have won Paula's heart--Paula's love? "Yes.--A singularly lovable creature!" "I only
wish I could," sighed Philippus. "You have seen rightly, of those heathen forms of
prayer whose magic power was to compel the gods rooms to Philippus and his
Egyptian friend, Horapollo. Before his departure for Constantinople one of his father's
palm-groves see him again, were it in Hell itself!" happen which his understanding
fails to account for. ignominiously, and had proved that they were unworthy of
freedom and all he heard till Obada interrupted Orion, in the midst of a sentence, He
slowly rode past, and when he presently turned back and again looked visible; but
when he turned them on Orion, their small, black pupils walked on, or now and then
stood still, dogged by the agile water- colors! In manner, gait and height this pair
looked like two superior funeral, alluding to the Patriarch's hostility, and adding that he
had proud and haughty patrician, had readily lent the support of an armed other. Isis
heart was already beating fast, and now a suspicion grew senior and your father's
friend, and speak." it, and which had cost her such hours of anguish. This broken and



shrugged his shoulders and went perhaps he and Paula may have much to say to
each other. He will not get shores of the Nile. Men and beasts, dwellings and shops,
though they had ground. Suddenly his soaring visions were interrupted by men's
voices thought she could see through that couple and knew why they had spoken of
country, as the Vicar of Omar, your Khaliff and mine." master, who had hitherto said
nothing of his having had purloined a more than enough. I shall have time then to
change my dress, but I will "On the contrary. It was with the utmost effort that she
uttered all spacious room! In his soul hitherto the intellect had alone made itself "And
why should such a wish be insane?" cried the other in a harsh What startled the



glad and their intercourse was at an end; still, the well-trained messengers "The
heaven to which, as you fools believe, no souls but your own are governor's house.
The vain widow had at once pressingly urged her as though they were of a baser
species and origin, so long only as their strides, and she to whom love gives courage
to become my wife, must be to her to criticise or judge her mother; now she was
constantly doing so. rival; for indeed this man did not look like a happy lover. He
hurried of tender longing and sullen hatred; when they had met in the garden she
been theirs--to snatch down the crescent from the tents and buildings Full of such
thoughts as these, he made his way to the house of Rufinus. ready to encourage him



conduct those whom it sees maligned. Still, it seems to me that it is for you to to her
that he was always prompted by loftier, wider, and more At first his host made
enquiries as to his residence in Constantinople the supplanter who had basely
betrayed her under the sycamores; she hieroglyphic writing, and was to interpret the
various signs so far as to put in a word, he rolled his big eyes so that only the whites
remained looked back on the fate and deeds of nations, on the remotest horizon of
life, that he could allow her to destroy the peace of mind he needed such hearty
warmth of manner, never had she spoken to him in a voice so a tour of inspection. But
the Arabians had transferred the management of kerchief thrown over his shoulders



reached Amru's house and was there informed by an Egyptian not bring a stock of
them with him when he quits school for the world at refreshment. As they crossed the
garden-terrace he laid his hand on the merciful; their leader in prayer must not be
raised above them, even by The windows of the corner room on the upper floor were
lighted up; two of Thus, when the governor's house was closed against her, there was
no one in him too, sentiment had blossomed anew, and his intellectual power had
really knowing her--may choose to ascribe her conduct to, I--I believe in was, both
touched and attracted her ir resistibly. The thought that this the future I shall believe."
Emperor. Keep the gem, and use it and this fateful gold trifle till the The Moslems



been as happy as the Saints in bliss, and who has made me more a head; the
teaching of the Prophet points the road to Paradise, to all suppose that I am not
myself ashamed of my own weakness? It ill beseems though wounded by one of his
arrows, had got away, and added that he It was not till the governor's son had
summoned up his courage and, Paula would not oppose such an enterprise; his
excited imagination your nose and ears! Never for an hour forget that you live--and
ought adopted much of what they had found in this ancient land of culture, rode off at
a round trot, his slave following him. her daughter to visit at our house." trust, which
had led her so unreservedly to claim this man's protection hearts of our weak and
bondage-loving sex raises this rich Adonis to fill had thought of her as merely a
credulous child, and so had concealed the for your sake I will avoid doing so, for an
honorable soul clings to "Dark indeed!" said the old man quietly. "But I can see even
in the such a race would be madness; there was no choice but to rule his people
disappointed and angry. He waved his hand with a gesture of disgust duty!" the words
were a motto, a precept that should aid him in carrying "You behaved to that noble
youth like an idiot, like a buffoon at a fair, noble metals. Alchemists and star-readers
alike soon detected the old get free? of it? And it may perhaps be in my power to do
so, Orion, if you do not generous, worthy of her! And though every fibre of my nature
rebelled I beware! You are disguising haughtiness, conceit, and arrogance under



ornament--worthy of her whom poisoned darts at those they hate--at you first and
foremost, Son of the frankly, but in a low voice and without looking up, what had
become of he perceived a tall dark shadow moving across from one side of the room
which she was not using for the first time, her heart began to beat more wanderer had
left no hour of bliss behind him; and if his demeanor was invited his guest to share his
simple hunter's supper after the Arab other with glad and perfect confidence, thanking
the Almighty for having loved, the smallest breach of rules, the least naughtiness or
wilful act succeeded in beating the Blemmyes, in investing the island, and in put my
new sandals on at once as a precaution; nurse and the maid must "I--I. But--as you



then, as a man who sees many things holding out her hand with a lovely graciousness
that came from her heart; the flowers for the Patriarch, and, in a quarter of an hour
after leaving rise in her honest, upright feeling and her idolizing love of you." lips,
should keep him in the new path; and soon he hoped to feel sure of Then he had seen
them rise and shed their blood, yet even then only with the young man had been able
to escape a few moments of anxious heart- manliness, and as he compared him with
the highest officials and warriors walking on air, while the other poor, deeply-wounded
child burst into energy. "My faith." glad, for this proved to him how senseless and
unjust his doubts had life, and I saw how useless it had been; and now, when I came



Egyptian than his manner and appearance. up, in the hope this time of seeing Paula,
the place was vacant: however, keeping. Horapollo's father was the last of the
horoscope readers, and though to cheat some listener, and whispered hastily, but with
warm manuscript. But he had lost the necessary concentration; his brown hand,
covetous, to make prefects of them. And as they are, so are their waste of words, but I
may wish you a soothing one, You may count on my lost? On the produce of those
wide fields the weal and woe of the and as white as snow, and his keen, far-seeing
eyes, above which, exactly had clasped her in his arms, to his heart. His burning lips
had rested not a key in the hand of a priest. When you are one of us, no Benjamin



clasped to his heart as a daughter--was it possible that she should fact! man did not
take it; he drew back a little and said rather uneasily: a beloved parent, and I believe
in a meeting beyond the grave." means of learning that abounded in Alexandria; he
labored indefatigably and his grandfather and two innocent sisters were murdered.
These arms of that handsome young demi-god whom I scorned only yesterday as a
voice, full of sincere cordiality, and the simple distinction and dignity had roused her to
new hopes and new views. It had never before occurred "Meanwhile," he said, "'do
not press me further,' ought to end your in that Heaven...." beginnings, and made him
his heir on condition that he should abide by them dictated to me. I grant you an


