


254

anni 1CO de]l M

ultitu ¢ Ct h
of oW bruti h. Thou shalt have.thc.pow. ct,_QQtiof te y”
tisn. 1. 5 : .
€nces, the cave I_ : s___h_‘?_l'__s 1€ f1a icke ith - 2 l:m_:] imTQ;___!gw—r_ﬁ e !
the &xcr ientary a llth.y parts-ofthe ] ..-ei"wgrld-.l-!. e W to be reDOL~ i ther,
multitude animals.of..c..Ve..:y-kind-.—-Bu[;.whE_I tl . mn
ie C_. _ he highe orms, whi h are div

rosi ted to have whatever he 1
N e ted to have wha e
» generost m it is granted e 2
_fgt'y of man! Tolll;;_ Beéasts as soon as | they are boF( &
e wills.

ill |
h i ’s womb all they wi
3 w-}lic’%ftrﬂhem from their mother

. e—
inning or soon ther
Dr il beings, either from the beginning
jritua

hen he

d ever. man wi

what they are to be o veods of all e germs

t‘;e Father Confe_r_r_‘?_c.l, _t e :'ch‘mm cultivates will grow to ﬁ/
BILe - ——

ankept wishing that ¢ resomeon
£'Sogreat a work, to loye its beauty, and to

Po
= —— — > Uhdl Wondey at
Th refore, when everythin &-was done (as Moses and

Vime finally took thought concerning the Creation
there was not among His archetypes that from which .
e — o — o —, e - ce [ = 2

a.new off§pringnor was there i His treasure-hoygeg anyg- = hruit. 1f they be vegetative, hewill {!
He might bestow on Hisnew son as an inheritance, NOT wiae . him their own fruit. If they h. If rational, he will g&md

-—\_——%I_—-ﬂ- — t;___% - ~ . T .' . r bear in hlm ecome. brllt'ls = . — |
scats of all the world a place tere the latter might iy oo coR iy and Do v, he wall becor s N
the universe. All was now complete; all things had been 2557z e, 1 sensit "
highest, the: middle, and the To

; inrel-and-the-
i . 1, he will be an-angel

P AL se ing. If intellectual, he wi 1ing, he withdraws
west orders. But i its. lgc!: hoavenly-beings ot of no created thing, |

e k %"3511% the part of the Father’s power mfa-ilas’fﬁax_gh.e%

“|["Hot_the part of His wisdom to :

M
i in the — ith God, in the {

dif, happy in F1€ spirit, made one with GOC \

’ in-a_needful mapre s e of i o s shall surpass e

s waver-in-a ne, Matter R o whon el B e
L,l{,_{u,-n-« . poverty of counsel. Jt was not the part of His ki:_ldly_l_gm__tl;i h arkness (lf—?imife"_fﬁfs'bﬂ_hllf_, chameleon? Or

i.-.ti?'\l-“"*l Was_to praise God’s divine generosity-in-regard to = Arre ts O

A

SRoman poet (second century B.C.). o
‘In Greek mythology, a powerful sea god, i
' ixth century B.C.).
7:“:;1 s\:t::s of the Greek philosopher Pythagoras (sixt!
ollo

#0ld Testament prophet. -
i fifth century B.C.).
eory of creation is named, ‘ %Greek philosopher (

could assume the shape of animals and

T : lepius of Athens
would not hatever? It is man who Asc forming
l 1mire aught else wha d from his self-transfor
! admire aug bility of character and fro
At last the best of artisans ordained that that creature to whom s saind d among the Hebrews and
had ‘hegﬁ‘:iﬁl'cjrgwehnet g-proper_to_himself shonlg i _ _"Jﬁﬁgfc metamorphoses renowned among - l\b‘rw*‘(l
Posaeﬁilgn_gfw_hatﬂxﬁhﬂihgggp Hence 5T brews sometimes transforms the U
Hebrew “Mal’akh Adonay e 2.
a5 2 on i heology of the 1 “Mal’akh 2
and, assigning him a place in the middle of the world, addresgeg ﬂ@cult tn angegi of divinity whom they cal
‘thus: “Neither a fixed abode nonihfg,[m_ghgt.is@ine.along no, b nos brutes and, if one is to belieye
— ; = - r " : 2 h, d
: A -] = de impious men into in imitation, often ha
/ according to thy longing and according't‘b"f"hy-judgment thou Miay 3§°g:a: iii;gcf into plants. Mohammed, in imita
| B e on bis tongue: “They : it is niot the bark tha
71 [ thyself shalt desire. The nature of all other beings js limited and cope saying o?s E]zng sﬁfély he spoke justly. For it is 1
stra;’ned “dthinft}}ehl?maﬂjams_pmggbgg_pi Us. : Eiij;* me beasts, but its irrational, sensitive sOu14 |
Strained by-no limits, hine ow e will, in whose kes the beast of burden bu S
hand_Wc--ha-ve--placeri_;hee shalt ordai_n_fgmlf_s_ql_f_t_}lg_ imits of “rli‘ that ma m that n dy but his spiritual intelligence
ature, ter-that thou mayest from L is it the sundering fronm-body but his spiritual IFFHEHT
v e [more-easily observe whatever is in the world. We have made f  order; nor is
thee neither of heaven norhmm-&t_é%r immortal
/i A with_ m_of choice and with honor, as tlmugh_themkcr-nnd'
9‘,‘?1" }nqhiﬂ-oﬁthy{sglg,thmm ion thyselfin whatever shape thou
~ shalt prefer. Thou shalt have the P

led o, others shq Al
compelled to condemn it in re ard to himself, ~ould : 6in the myster-
L : g oo mutas says was symbolized by Proteus™in the my
eculiar to each of the differen; § | 3
of being. He therefore took man 233 creature of indeterminate gy pythagoreans. A
. . _ __ ivinities. The, !
transforms others into other divinities. 11
i saoth.” metimes tr;
function peculiar to thyself have we given thee, Adam; to the o b nd o
evi ivine la
| . v who hav jated from divin
have and Possess what abode, what form, and what functions thoy il
.- i is it th
i jent nature; neither is it |
he plant but its senseless and insentient natur
. ¢s the plan . gl s
2 t their undeviatin
i< it the orbed form that makes the heavens bu
 fr peither is it the T
50 that
ower to degenerate into the lower

*The person for -whom Plato’s dialogue embodying a th




256

that makes the angel. For j 3
1crawliﬁ“g‘0”ﬁ"fh_e"g"f‘6nnd, itis a plant anq not a p, ned
/'one blinded by the vain illus;

P [ L] ] 0 h the lig}}_t Q,f_H i
OsQr rified soul wl& — e
:f All things b‘ means of rj . ! : T wcll-pr‘iﬁ?ggéﬁggg;ﬁfééfTi'éi‘i'n"thc knowledg
rf h.:’.‘_"'f"_’ll)_"_f‘ Be;;:gggﬂ not ofﬂljf_ﬁgsziyquseea_ A so that we may
| Unawareo 0y and confine tot €inner re,,

neither an earthly ng;he is , More o

I| - I¢ reva:
vested with human flesh.
~Are there any w}

i Y : hin the upper,
: Hﬁcor‘if::l\fjreld but keFPiflllg ‘3"3:::’ ::: through a
: o in the lower world. but 2 advise
who would not admire man, whe i . in the
Writings of Moses and the Christians

£Y, writes that man

: of\
"iwe iration to the angelic way
ance that is iy born and k; g hat we must pracncellré 3:: i’;_p e Lord ei;her wnthifot;:ei(;
but many that are externaland foreign o him; whence this s gis W ho will touch ttle > the sacred mysteries ha\f?c 3 What
Chaldaeans: “Hanorish tharah sharinas” that is, “Man is a : Wunclean hands?” As ure. But what are these et?b-le st
varied, manifold, and inconstane nature,” Byt why do “'“hl impure to touch the p ul is that most contempty e the
 this? To theend that after we have been born to this . "r: ;rely the foot-of the so on the soil of earth, I rfl?;li'er of
can hecom&wﬁéchwi‘»:wiu_—:wgk should understang that we o ,ndsl;e soul rests 0“__51-3-”:9; ailnder of lust, E'Ei__'_be-%a;oul its
have especial care ¢ this, that it should never be said againse cht nd feeding power, the UNCCL -all the hands of the
although born to a privileged posit ; ailed 10 recog ng &
became Jike unto wild animals and sens

rather the saying of Asaph the Prophet should 5 pply: ¢
and sons of the Most High »12

dom__qf choice He k
Let a certain h

the mediocre,

wish) toil with

Let us disdain earthly things,
qsteehin'g.lcgs_-yyhﬂgvgr_ig ofth

beyond ‘the w

10A sea nymph in

changed men ine

" The Chaldeans were
seventh and sixth cent

"2Psalm 82:6.

Giovannj Pico della Mirandoia

tion on the Dlgﬂlt of Man
Ora 7

13 hold the first -

. d Thrones™ »

i, cherublmi“:‘;‘:1 and intolerant'of 3 }fw‘:;
of yielding fO ¢ lor};- If we have willed 1t,

f you see One abando

' ok dignity and their 8
ons of img ery, as i - li: their :fin nothing.
y their gnawing al]urement, delivered :'?- o the
10t a man you see, If; €6 2 nh: vei

""""" our faith, let us
{ with those of our faith,
be satisfied with thost
d lest we be s

nte ph rved on the throne
Ch,@_ﬂ_of e An 7 formglea_-ms_-g—a——— =

nora heavenly e

. But he will advise us ien) that! |\
b — vise us. but those m |
: 1S, in g athers will advis was wont to come to
* Ot Withey, casa :

: g . st heaven;
thing o the highes
someti s way every from the lowest eartgtseated at the top, and
e . tctimes | ider extending s. with the Lor hem alternate-
Masmuch as he himsglfy nib‘IdE,_Fashlons, and ¢ jes of many steps, d descending overt
flesh-and into thc.pharaf_;er of a sen n ascending an
the Persian Euanthes, in describing the C

hald a contemplatio
acap ;
has no semp|

tca . ire
able weakness. Wsm ‘Z: lr,l:halfaf»-the chal_‘nP‘O‘?uo S:f,::u:
eless beasts o urab ;WEf" which-st'rug}gl_lgilzgt and sun-what desll’e“‘:’lie sentient
ble ' st e L alll n Pa—
as pfun'dercr S;Hg:?'l%[:}fs%ﬁ;‘hds’ these f'gef. \;2?2 }115. :S they say, by
: Egﬁ:%mammﬁgfﬁegg glest we be hurled down
it where ]

. 1 philoso-
e wh holds the sou bathe in mora

ouls, 5o that, not content y genching the neck ho lean, let us ba

we shall pant after the hi

. e — e wish to be
the ladder as impious and}:il: will not be enou gﬁ"'l‘f':\cdﬁgr.nnlﬁess
if in a living river. Yet this and down on Jacob’s ladde ly-from-

all our strength to opy in it “’Homg up an be promoted duly-
8h to obtain j panions of tlf‘_e.fl%f‘tfed' and instructed to P{,&“E-o engage in the
ave first been W here from the stairway, d this by theartof |

to step, to Sfl‘“Y; (gj;‘irngs Once we havef s

dlternate comings an ' i 5

d thrones \_m:re the three highest orders J
an

: and that - We may no

t generosity of the Father, ake for o
as given into somethi

oly ambition invade our souls,

despise heavenly things, and, finally,

€ world, hasten to that court which i
orld -and nearest to _the ( Qb'_d@'éj.; There, as the sac
Homer's Odyssey. Pico evidently m

eans Circe, an enchantress, who
0 beasts,

i bim,
: early Christian belief, seraphim, cherul S
hrmgds. he saw angels ascending and descending
4 amed thathe sa e
: 'L:i?t? :i;c;;x;:m (Genesis 28:12: 13)

an ancient

Semitic people wh
uries p.c,

© ruled in Mesopotamia in the

;d




259

Oration on the Dignity of Man
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