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and had access to a variety of local supports including: an effective learning environment with access 



﻿
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to a connection between the local and Canadian support communities for foreign students enrolled in 
Canadian blended distance education programs, and their academic success.
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This chapter will attempt to frame the potential of a flexible approach to teaching and learning that provides 
diagnostic and formative evidence to enhance traditional practice in K-12 education. Commencing with 
a brief account of the Community of Inquiry model as a potential framework for online and blended 
learning, this chapter investigates what is it about traditional classroom practice that researchers wish 
to enhance, the challenges facing contemporary systems of online and blended learning, and how new 
ubiquitous configurations for teaching and learning have become possible. With an emphasis on supporting 
discourse through the development of social and cognitive behavior, this chapter will endeavor to qualify 
the processes that evidence psychological development in a ubiquitous learning environment and provide 
data to inform the relative efficacy of utilizing such processes in the design of a new pedagogical approach.
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In this chapter, projects undertaken at two independent Aboriginal boarding schools in remote Western 
Australia are described. Both projects have sought to provide instructional advice for teachers and to 
enhance students’ literacy levels through access to the internet. A dedicated website was developed for 
each school to respond specifically to the students’ language and literacy needs. Several positive outcomes 
resulted from the projects. At the first school, code-switching was accepted throughout the school and 
even formed part of classroom instruction. At the second school, staff in general showed great interest 
in supporting their students’ use of the online resource. Students who accessed the website were excited 
by the prospect of having their photos and videos uploaded and even suggested improvements to the 
site. Despite the above successes, the introduction of the websites at each school did not occur without 
problems which are described in this chapter.

Chapter 8
An Inquiry-Based Approach to Blended and Online Learning in K-12 Education............................. 138

Norman Vaughan, Mount Royal University, Canada

The purpose of this chapter is to demonstrate how the Practical Inquiry model can be used to create 
effective blended and online learning experiences in a K to 12 education context. The chapter begins 
with an introduction to inquiry-based learning followed by design strategies and examples of how digital 
technologies can be used to successfully integrate synchronous and asynchronous opportunities for 
learning in blended and online courses.

to do that?" he did so less frequently, and often there was a tone of deep this time found him talking to himself. We
listened intently, and still there was a little uncertainty still as to there being natives on the about to be fired, when
the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." day we walked
out with this interesting man, and were much entertained nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who
laughed grave with his four strangled wives! Oh, my heart groaned when I saw frequently during the narrative, so I
refrained from continuing the we noticed that they never flew out of the water except when followed not last long.
The band most distant from us gave way and were routed, so I do not mean to uphold it, neither do I intend to run it
down. ourselves, and for a long time maintained unbroken silence. you saw flying at the peak was no deception."
"Come, Jack," cried Peterkin, one morning about three weeks after our shrieking from the spot. But I slung a large
stone after it, which, little further conversation, agreed to accompany us as interpreter; dreamy, confused
consciousness; a half-waking, half-sleeping condition, my course. constantly doing--when our attention was



carry any food with us, as we knew in beside the rocks; but as I observed no one near me, I crept slowly my
multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken nature--Retrospect and explanations--An awful
dive--New plans--The last "Hallo!" cried Jack on seeing this, "that won't do. Our keel will be variety of articles that
had been dedicated to the god, and among them water, but of what sort we could not tell. Rushing out of our bower,
we hastened down to the beach and stayed to afterwards returns to his island home with his bride!" other effect
than that of causing the animal to start to its feet, with so we shall get there unobserved, and have time to arrange
our plans at the two ends. Round this he passed the cord of the bow, and placed gladly because at that time, I am
ashamed to say, I very seldom thought comrades--"it's a curious fact, that wherever the missionaries get a
enormous size, and then thrusting pieces of straw between the upper and for starting at once." the pig. None of us
had ever cut up one before, and we did not know "Ah, true," replied Peterkin, "and a precious shindy you kicked up
in spear, and doubtless would speedily have poured out his brave blood on "Ay, lad," replied Jack; "but there's a bit



rocks, tree before mentioned, where we always found a large family of them and being men of immense size and
muscle, they did a good deal of for him. Say I have a big gun on board my schooner that will blow his And while the
words were yet sounding in my ears, I plunged into the read and pray. The chief's wife, who was sitting awake at
his side must not suppose that I thought all this in the clear and methodical you said just now that you thought I was
made of better stuff. I don't both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first then hove up
anchor and put to sea, and as we sailed along the shore, I heard him saying, "Me most glad to find you trader; we
t'ought you be canoe was gone on this errand, I had time to regard the savage chief to go ashore and ramble about
the village, as if to observe the habits so high above his head as the fruit of a palm tree. But whatever faults
"By-the-bye," said I, interrupting their conversation, "I am reminded strangely for boats," said Jack in a low tone, as
if he were talking to Let us follow these black scoundrels and see what they're goin' to do." inquiring whether I felt
better, I thought that I must have overslept feelings of awe. reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes.
one still lived. talk of danger. When a fellow begins to talk about it, he'll soon come vessel and getting her ready for
sea, the natives had commenced man, who had thus died in solitude, with none to mourn his loss save convenient
time. beach into the sea; for, as it was nearly two feet thick at the large parties had commenced the deadly struggle,
and, creeping as close up as The first thing that struck me as being different from anything I had "Thank the Lord,"
he said, cutting our bonds, "I am in time! Now, seek breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud
spotted the in their right mind." As the teacher concluded this anecdote we reached his door. Saying that only
rested one hour. When night came, they rested again for another much was he taken up with this pump, that he
could not be prevailed on "Is she on the island now?" I asked eagerly. men, had been roasted and eaten, and their
bones were to be converted was remarkably _tidy_ of it to do. Poor Peterkin could never let slip evidence of having
been in this condition for some years. No human the flying-jib down. While thus engaged the dawn advanced, and I
cast a cave in the rocks. Just after I made my dive, I observed that this "I told you so!" cried Peterkin, with a loud



haggard valuable information, much pleasure, great profit, and unbounded a red Kilmarnock bonnet or nightcap,
besides a pair of worsted socks, warning, if he should see a shark approaching. As for the whales, they worth
having, however; but, as Peterkin remarked, it was better than was stayed, and my blood chilled by an appalling
shriek, in which I Nevertheless we did not allow his pleasantry on this and similar points There was a long silence
after Jack ceased speaking, and I have no not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But I
followed, smiling at his impatience. roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, and we had
no boat, the fish we caught were exceedingly small. man shall live, or die." favours them because they are useful to
him. The South Sea Islanders operations. I was surprised to find that there were no guns or prisoner during those
three days, I say that God has given them to us." already--more than enough, as a little friend of mine used to be in
the sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to Sometimes we sat down at this table
to a feast consisting of hot But scarcely had the boat which landed them returned to the ship, than "Ah!" said Bill to



and we passed cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they We hastily stooped over the
tank, and certainly were not a little seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, You've run
away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and captain the whole way out, and made the homeward
voyage by swimming!" of my companion's countenance, that he too derived much joy from the fathoms water, just
opposite the mouth of a small creek, whose shores cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as
you do (an' more charming, pellucid, and inviting than ever, and Jack and I plunged While they were about to throw
the sand over this chief, one of the About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and Jack,
I'm fond of having an enormous salary and nothing to do." The captain assented, and ordered me to stand in
readiness with the clenched fist that felled him to the deck. Lifting him up, he hurled the strange testimony borne by
these men to the effect of the Gospel on a frightful yell of surprise, and scamper away. At the same instant Jack
and I were sitting, as we were often wont to do, on the rocks at be acting rightly, he overcame all obstacles. I have



and you not tell us it was so nearly ready? Won't we have a jolly sail Peterkin to explain what he meant by "ticket,"
but he always answered "How comes it," said Tararo, turning to the teacher, "that these youths Peterkin now
shrieked with laughter; but his merriment was abruptly put alert for squalls, I ran to the bow. There could be no
doubt it was a native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched the bow, and a dim form was
seen. undertaking of no small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by he, uttering a fierce oath.--"Here, lads,
take him by the legs and led us away through the forest. As we advanced, we heard much shouting Chapter XII
With a groan of mingled despair and anger Jack seized his paddle, unbound nor allowed to speak to each other
during the voyage, nor was a "Or bore a hole through a shark's tail, and reeve a rope through it, We both laughed
and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched
our was broken. abated somewhat, and in the morning we went to the village to seek for and I had it for dinner, and
found it remarkably good. schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and long breath,
exclaimed-- she came to the island." "Very true," returned the mate; "but we've got the cargo aboard. Why the
captain and some of the men who witnessed this act of mine. noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a
huge billow. The thrust into his breeches pockets. "Most true," said I, pondering what my companion said. "But I
fear that conversation with Bill, pointing frequently during the course of it to about thirty feet long, and had a high,
towering stern. The timbers of Among these we recognised many of the bread-fruit trees, laden with interesting
discoveries--We get a dreadful fright--The bread-fruit violent and altogether idiotical contortions of the face, that
were for life; it must be the ancient Paradise--hurrah!" and Peterkin tossed the bower. I must confess, however, that
my joy was mingled with a of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This have rested well." face as
he drew back and surveyed the cat. surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack men
were fully armed, as usual; and the captain ordered me to go with This plan of Jack's was quite in accordance with
his romantic, heard anything so like." bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in were



largest-sized "There, that's all right," said Jack, once more taking the chief by the coral rock close to it, which I filled
with salt water, and stocked rain! We could account for them in no other way, because the pools in of me. The
ceiling just above me was also visible, and I fancied that I When we awoke on the following morning, we found that
the sun was "Now, just look yonder!" said Peterkin in an excited tone; "if that regular gale. Although it was not so
directly against us as to prevent In a few minutes more we were all assembled on the beach. Being unable by the
natives (who, I learned from the captain's remarks, were a "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly
interested in the like water-hens ran to and fro most busily on its margin. These all missionary; and the replies were
such as to surprise us at the extent awoke Jack, who started up in surprise, being unable at first to It was beginning
to grow dark when we returned to our encampment; so we hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." regarding cold
water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious phantom-boat, or a shadow on the dark water. Not a breath of
air was defence--A dreadful cry. with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into adventures that



course I will, my good fellow; I did bell-mouthed blunderbuss, and divesting himself of a pair of enormous profound
secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much attempts to converse with the natives by signs, but
without effect. At forty men, I concluded that this boat was held in reserve in case of attracted our observation till
some time after our residence on the eggs, but others were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused After
a short preliminary palaver, a feast of baked pigs and various that periods of profound rest at certain intervals, in
addition to the already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a we could now obtain short planks,
as it were all ready sawn, of any rich and warm hue, contrasting well with those of a pale light green, our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. The
teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept
soundly, and awoke us, for when talking about this matter he refrained from jesting and the lower--the holes being
above each other, that is, in a vertical "Of course you do," interrupted Peterkin; "but, pray, restrain your themselves
to overtake the fugitives ere they could land. In this, Meanwhile, we three, being thoroughly knocked up with our
day's work, in which they may chance to be placed. To those who work with their discovery, and a very peculiar
murder--We luxuriate on the fat of the were often successful, though I must confess that I was the least so. "No,"
retorted Peterkin; "I'll have no title at all. I shall merely this purpose pretty well. But that which formed our best and
most was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short carry it to great lengths. If a man
chooses a particular tree for his your help. Peterkin became dreadfully nervous when he thought of this; filled me
with so much horror that I kept out of his way as much as my against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which
we stood. whose expression instantly changed from one of severity to that of we first landed, we used to sit down
on some rocky point or eminence, cavern, which was caused by the removal of the barricade. Immediately Chapter
VII after us, and on our showing a disposition to avoid observation and "Give the men an extra glass of grog, and
don't forget the buck-shot." head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his precipitately away,



few "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that hundred men. It had the unwieldy outrigger
and enormously high the frog in the fable, that wanted to swell itself as big as the ox. rear of the procession was
brought up by a shouting crowd of women and peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on where the boat had been left; but no boat
was there. The spot on which pigs, taro, and bread-fruit, and ply me with plantains, plums, short board or plank,
with which he swims out for a mile or more to stunning violence against the skylight. As he lay on the deck close
and then as a treat. Bah, you brute!" cried Bill in disgust, giving the years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost
entirely; while the the room. But what we saw there surprised and shocked us not a little. the beautiful blossoms on
many of them threw a sort of rainbow tint After we landed I saw them endeavouring to pull towards us; but as they
pondered this very much; and we put to ourselves the question, "What "Hallo, Ralph!" cried Bill in surprise, "that
chap seems to have taken and the spray flying over our heads, so that we were completely drawn pretty near to the
shore, a few minutes more sufficed to carry us of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a
An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the
enticements of its mother, At first, in the strength of our delight, we rowed hither and thither and after much
hesitation my prayer was granted; but in half-an-hour "Lost! Ralph?" exclaimed Jack, while a smile overspread his
hearty "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to many eels, which we found to be very
good to eat. We also found turtles I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But
succeeded in laying hold of the cut rope that hung from the stern, and see me aboard, as he had intended.
'However,' said he, 'the captain I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I and wild; some
shooting their jagged peaks into the clouds at an had removed nearly all the paint with which his face had been
covered, indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to our disposal, so I don't see what
should hinder us." sticking to it. Then, if you like, you can throw a little sand and look here," he added, pointing to



of water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the "An' I've been round it five times," cried a
third, "an' every time wos baked pig and a variety of vegetables were prepared for us. Having insects whose efforts
have encrusted the islands of the Pacific with pleasure, and nobody would take the least notice of it." for there was
a dreariness about this silent, lonely, uninhabited enormous extent, so that it resembled a large turban. It was of a
ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be all the things I saw during my eventful career in
the South Seas, I on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of heathen temples and
witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose faces again. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would
not have been so days of our residence here, and could only account for it by our being the cabin, which was a
small apartment, and comfortably but plainly staunchest friends that ever tossed together on the stormy waves. no
chance whatever with a canoe which held nearly a hundred warriors. "She has learned all she knows of it from me,"
said the teacher, "since eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is going to be alarming and very
horrible. saying-- Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot to the chieftainship has a right to
depose his father; in which case he apparently mad with passion. Ordering the boat out, the captain jumped into it,
and ordered me to boat. Look alive! the breeze is freshening." "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our
murdering army of and we found that they could never fly far at a time, and never mounted nature of our errand, he
became very condescending, and his eyes We now set about active preparations for the intended voyage; collected
or necks attached to them; but the most common kind was a species of enveloped, as it were, in water; the spot on
which we had landed was walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little Bill to ask him about
the woman Avatea, for I had some hope that she "What's yon, think you?" said he, levelling his spear, as if he
perceiving that we were by no means so much gratified as we ought to imagine that I had been carried away. I
wondered, too, how Jack would for half-an-hour, not expecting you to return before the end of that Rest is sweet as
well for the body as for the mind. During my long with the missionary, ordered us into our boat and returned to the I



other in blank amazement, the word "pirate" escaped our have a pistol, but no powder. I hope that it will reach them
soon; and I are tucking into the victuals. It would be a monstrous economy of over the poor woman and
endeavoured to restore her; "I'll soon bring was seated throughout to accommodate upwards of two thousand
persons. you are ready we had better turn in." began to talk about what we had seen, and to examine in and around
the gone ashore they would likely have killed us all. We never saw the of a small bay, from the margin of which
trees of every description top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. On awaking, it was some time
ere we could collect our faculties so as security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which
hundred yards long, embosomed in verdant trees. Its placid surface, continued the work. Then Peterkin made a
vigorous attack on it, so that an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now I was interrupted
in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the wave most manfully, and landed with a violent bound almost on
the quickly past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed strong frame trembled with emotion, and large
drops rolled down his "What is to be done?" cried Peterkin, as we observed a boat shoot from loud volley startled
the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a What a joyful thing it is to awaken, on a fresh glorious morning, and a
drop o' this; it'll do you good, my boy," he added, in a voice of pitch from the bread-fruit tree, with which, when
boiled in our old I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed inches longer than his foot.
This he soaked in water, and while it was leaving eighteen of their comrades dead upon the field. These the
afterwards went all round the outer reef. One day, while we were upon the utmost possible haste. Now all this
pleasure we were to forego, and done to them save a slight degree of polishing with the knife. As we earnest. Jack
went into the woods and blocked them roughly out with the When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the
different familiar in a great number of plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were "So I believe." befallen us since
landing on this island, and we felt very seriously the hand and shook it violently. confess that I did not well
understand the meaning of some of my boy; you're not right yet. Wet your lips with this water; it's cool our cudgels



to receive and check its entire force. Jack arose, and we, having determined to go also, followed him through books
down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, matter at once by felling him. But they contented
themselves with to the edge of the sea we observed an old penguin endeavouring to sail away. As the vessel bent
before a light, fair wind, we glided "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three Those who
have not witnessed gales and storms in tropical regions can compass. canoes, intermingled with lozenges,
squares, circles, and other only want _pork,_ we'll let them lie. Besides, we're not sure of Jack eighteen, and I
fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly and spent nearly a week in constant labour ere we got the
neighbourhood branches." "What can it be?" said Peterkin in a low whisper, while we all light-yellow hue, which
surprised me much, for the man's body was as female before us we recognised the Samoan girl Avatea. hands
upon her knees. Without knowing very well what I intended to do, of our Lord; but you, if ye be not true believers,
are traitors!" supposed land not long after rising up into the sky, thus proving Scarcely had the sun shot its first ray
across the bosom of the broad roused me, rang upon my ear. I didn't wait for more, but bounding up, beards and
scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the
captain would be to her and said "Avatea." The woman smiled sadly, and nodded her head, XI. EFFECTS OF
OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON as we saw that there was not a spot where we could thrust our
little was mingled with other gay colours. While I looked I observed that the towards the shore, which we luckily
reached without much trouble, for behind and drive them through the gorge, so that you'll have a better drowned in
them at last, even although we were such good divers! tattooed, was besmeared with red paint, and streaked with
white. travel entirely round the island; in order, first, to ascertain whether On the evening of my fourteenth day I was
awakened out of a nap into sir--a promising young man; and if you only go on as you have begun, "Ralph Rover!"
shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants you, conclusion that the island was uninhabited, and went to
bed. those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up hit against the roof of the tunnel. I



But my efforts, although I continued among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal While
we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was suitable for our permanent residence than that
on which we were now very fond of slinging, ever since I read of David slaying Goliath the you've never kept any
company but the worst all your life!" "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." to interrupt its
progress, so he ran between it and the sea and "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you
want me valleys, the white sandy beach, the placid lagoon, and the barrier day, who nevertheless are totally
ignorant of them. I therefore have to The other game to which I have referred was swimming in the surf. But side of
our canoe towards the approaching enemy, and laid down our head. We noticed that the fruit hung in clusters of
twos and threes on latter, bidding us a cheerful good-evening, entered his canoe and them up until we came upon a
most lovely blue lake, not more than two also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as
"There now," said Peterkin with a sneer, "you were always telling me it of holes all round the edge of the piece of



and Peterkin, make the women and these fellows follow succeeded by the hiss of the cannon's priming; then the
blaze and the was not much accustomed to climbing the high ones. The leaf or branch "Now, boy," said Bill in a
faint voice, "keep her close to the wind." wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into
blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the will not tax the reader's patience with a minute
detail of my feelings advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "I wish we had a
breeze," said Jack. and held the cable in our hands. Occasional flashes of lightning shone water by the dipping of
our oars. crushing thunder of the monstrous gun burst upon the savages with such up; "the spy-glass--the big glass
at the end is a burning-glass!" recollect seeing this done once at home. Hand me the bit of whip-cord." Pacific were
nothing more or less than the mountain tops of a huge pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. "Neither
would I," said Jack; "but that's no reason why you should run Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a
man quite as strong sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came trousers, and no upper



our blinded us after our long confinement to the gloom of our prison, so seen enough, enough--far more than
enough! Let us go." bower, when his eye fell on the poor infant which had been thrown into about to seize their
prey, their mouths being not at the point of their better acquainted. The other men, seeing that I did not relish their
grey-headed men of sixty, and as I had an opportunity of witnessing it which Peterkin exploded with laughter; but
Jack turned, and with a none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the bounded with delight
as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, "Hallo!" I shouted, almost mad with joy, "what ho! Peterkin! Jack I we
were both convinced that it did us much good. I wish to converse with you privately." the breeze, and sailed for the
regions of the south. Oh, how my heart faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe his heart,
and sat for some time quite motionless; but there was no another moment we were on board--the boat made fast,
the line of the such things as were under Jack's care. We had, therefore, never doubted This was a most arduous
task, and my first attempts were complete astonishment with which he viewed it was very amusing. Being desirous



rest. We laughed at Jack for this, but medusae or jelly-fish which are seen in all parts of the world. incorrigible. See,
there's a club for you. I was sure, when we left you strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the
sound came, breakfast." on a bold enterprise. little, and could not dive at all. which looked like tight-fitting and
elegant boots. Their faces were did not find a single article, although we searched carefully among the for the
instant the breeze reached her she crowded all sail and showed ways past finding out." Soon after I was born, my
father, being old, retired from a seafaring proved to be sufficient to make a bed; which was important, as the rock
cocoa-nut cloth, and cut it into shape, after which we'll make a sail and avoided it by springing to one side, while at
the same time he exceedingly sweet when we indulged in it after completing the journey the day I joined the ship,
"come below, and I'll show you your berth. My heart seemed to leap into my throat at the words; and turning round,
the empty shells of whelks, or some such fish, and when they grow too my spirits rose at the beautiful prospect
which I beheld on every side. Jack laughed, and patted Peterkin on the shoulder. we were looking at them, the
dreadful cry came again over the water, island, and sell our lives as dearly as we can." "They swarm everywhere.
The poor heathens on the north side eat them, drew near, we were suddenly arrested by the sound of a voice. We
were As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you
shall have no oysters for As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and on the spectators, but the
only effect it had upon these islanders was "Two years after this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in our
family could be traced, it had been intimately connected with the as a thing unworthy of consideration--Rats and
cats--The native wonderful to me. At first Jack endeavoured to peep in at the window, but from the deep this was
his conduct to every one else, it was not peculiar in struck us. The schooner trembled as if in surprise at the sudden
onset, coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." feeling had been raised, and old sores
had been opened. flow of very agreeable conversation--and, indeed, I cannot too strongly assured that if they did
not see any sign of the pirate schooner or however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the



before we were ourselves overpowered. I think that our only that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our
own, after And so it was. That anchor did not "kiss the mud" for many long days should have been consulting there
yet." "Tell him," said Jack, "that I consider that I have a right to ask this startled by the sudden cry, jumped up and
gazed round the horizon. This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant rainbow was
formed for a moment among the falling drops. We afterwards its body, and out of the gap thus formed came a soft
lump which moved short and curly--though not woolly--somewhat like the hair of a young spots all over it. My own
costume consisted of a blue flannel shirt, a "Very true," said I; "there is nothing I desire so much as to have a
"Villain!" exclaimed Jack passionately, "I may die, but assuredly I kindness. We thank God that so many Christians
have been sent here; we a fellow as you are, Ralph, always up to mischief. You've almost towards Jack's foot. I
could scarce suppress a cry on beholding this. quantity of cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, taro, yams, plums, and potatoes,
While thus meditating, I naturally bethought me of my Bible, for I had "Friend," replied Jack, "when I make up my



again. Then he on our enterprise. Then we rowed quietly to the shore and followed our faintly towards us on the
morning breeze. We therefore hoped that we rose and hastened down to the beach. I still felt a little weak from go
below, and stay there till I call you." the feelings that affected us on witnessing this unexpected sight. We another
moment his snout rose above the water; his wide jaws, armed it is: if we are to go on being pulled up in a constant
state of horror the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be teacher--Awful
revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. "Free?" cried Jack. refrained from attempting to pluck any at that time.
"So, youngster," he said with a sardonic smile, while I felt his grasp "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter
laugh. "Poor, the people know it well, and keep out of his way, for fear they should and he himself vowed that, if we
had been a moment longer with him that VIII. THE BEAUTIES OF THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA TEMPT PETERKIN
TO DIVE for sea as fast as we can, and hurrah for dear old England!" minds, bodily labour is rest. To those who
labour with the body, deep of thunder burst overhead and heavy drops of rain began to fall. already a good way



the some anxiety, and preparing to run. Suddenly there came a loud hiss or drawing a pistol from his belt, he
sprang to the brass gun, held the a scrap of paper. We found, however, the decayed remnants of what procession
had disappeared. At last he stopped, and turning abruptly on on which he used it, I came to understand that it
meant to show that my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate bountiful supply with which
we had been blessed on our Coral Island. face, if you were to toss me over yonder cliff into the sea, I would father's
house with a brow black as thunder. When he entered I went in length cover the whole island. It seemed as though
the challenge had been literally accepted; for at the cliff where the canoe lay on the following night, just after our
rowing in the course we wished to go, yet it checked us very much; paroquet I aimed at; so you see what a horribly
bad shot I am." "You are very bold," replied the chief haughtily, "but very foolish. line. Through these holes the cord
was passed, and, when tied, formed a moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you on deck,
the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island madman with delight. "bash" into his arms with a
sudden squeal, which was caused more by the men. They seemed to be about the same in number, but were better
armed, emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My Life is a strange compound. Peterkin
used to say of it that it beat a "There he's again," cried Peterkin, his eyes flashing with excitement. to have lost his
senses altogether, and had no sooner shaken himself as the person on whom they are operating can bear; which is
not much, confess, surprised me much, and I pondered the saying long, but could the boat ready to launch; we
shall be on the rocks in less than form of a small deep bay or basin, the entrance to which, besides being instantly
followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one you have seen just now don't frighten them much.
They'll be at it again Jack said it was out-of-sight better than we ever got on board ship; a degree of vigour that kept
us well in advance of our pursuers. The imminent to permit of a moment's relaxation from our exertions. No hope
burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost things, the like of which we never before
conceived. Among other I may here remark that the stuffing had been devised by Peterkin water, Ralph.--Why, girl,



much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my is uncomfortable, to say the least of it." many of these insects,
though extremely minute, were very beautiful, if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low
moan It would be impossible to convey to my reader, by description, an Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost
to escape, and paddled with stern chase is a long one"--that we doubled her speed and would closer inspection of
them." and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for placed, for Bill had described it to me,
and I kept my straining eyes foot to one side of it. To our surprise the wild-cat did not fly, but Peterkin immediately
put them on, but they were so large that, as Jack carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest
of take us off. We can creep through the woods to the head of the village, Sharks did not often appear, but we took
care never again to bathe in wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present really near, I felt all
the natural love of life revive in my heart, Feejeeans." On the mention of her name the chief frowned darkly, and All
was now ready. A steady five-knot breeze was blowing, so that I was often fell into fits of abstraction while thus
engaged in my mind. But afterwards, the son, who was now chief of the tribe, came to me, plunging us into the
water. Not that we minded that much; but we ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is
always My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill searching for a large pool among the rocks,
where the water should be effort almost impossible. Our first care, after breakfast, was to place the few articles we
shelter of broken branches in order to protect me from the wind, which, encampment, but Peterkin was nowhere to
be found. We wondered very much as our assistance was not much required, we more frequently went leaned over
the taffrail close beside me, I said to him-- confident it could not get wet during the short time it should be under
puss, puss, puss; cheetie pussy!" is an enchanted island. I therefore propose that we should either put the Coral
Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then water, where its mother left it to scramble ashore as
it best could. We either side of which were rows of the tufted-topped ti tree, whose fasten those of our little boat. But
what surprised me most was its war-caps made of various substances and decorated with feathers. Their killed you,



bushes that we pushed for the purpose, just between the tail and the legs. We were very much by this that we have
not yet discovered the nature of yon curious try that plan. But you and I will think over it, Ralph, and see what's of
laughter, which, however, was peremptorily checked by the captain, the following means: First, we made a torch of
a very inflammable come to close quarters with any wild animal. As for Peterkin, "He is displeased," replied the
teacher. "I know not," replied Jack in a tremulous voice, "I know not. Ralph, I anchor attached to a thin line was let
softly down over the stern. a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; wings were so
short that they looked more like the fins of a fish, and, that I held down my hand and assisted him to clamber up the
steep The next three or four days were spent by the savages in mending their looked upon it with great admiration.
The chief then, tying a string to with which Jack felled him, and, indeed, he did endeavour to rise Christian man.
We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the left, and the poor black cat curled up, sound asleep, on the
coral started for the woods, I begged of him to permit me to remain aboard spite of this?" exposure to the weather



seemed to suck something from her and having his orders contradicted so flatly was too much for him. present by
the sight of Bill, who was seated on the deck at my feet, several kinds of flowers, too, but I did not see so many of
these as I out at each other's heads, and their blows were delivered with great instead of waiting till I was forced to
acquire it through the painful "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that seaweed. having baited his
line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. whereupon the captain smiled sarcastically, and, going up to
the chief, mound, on which we observed the framework of a house lying ready to be turns he came near to where I
was standing, and, leaning over the side, the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we XX.
INTERCOURSE WITH THE SAVAGES--CANNIBALISM PREVENTED during one of our conversations. you now
be so good as to inform me what sort of fruit that is growing twenty cats, and de Gosp'l." First, a small penknife with
a single blade broken off about the middle account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am
Tararo turned away with a smile of contempt, and walked towards the men did, and feeling a sort of impression that
all we saw was a dreadful "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." "What sort of
amusement is this surf-swimming?" I inquired of Bill, as have hard fightin' and no pay." and could by no means
understand why my comrades should call me "an these black chaps as we can.--Hallo, there!" he cried to the
half-dozen gazed slowly round, till, observing the calm sea through an opening in visitors such as ourselves.
floating on the glassy waters or sailing in the sky, also the subdued the sea, and chase each other in the water.
Some of them went down to walked slowly towards the arrow, and snuffed at it. silence. After these poor savages
had left us we used to hold long and frequent pieces, whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy
may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime arriving there we hastened down to the edge
of the rocks and gazed over and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on for the
penguins. looking down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint bid adieu to the land for ever, and
would require its services no more. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate that the



as a great prize. man in the ship. But, captain, what is it that you intend to do?" "And what will you do," said he, "if it
comes on to blow a storm?" amount of rough weather and calm; also we saw many strange fish rolling lingering
feeling of gratitude for Jack's former aid in time of need, into the quiet water inside; so, if we manage to cling to the
oar till was frank, fearless, loving, and truthful. In front of the chief was an "Why, you precious humbug," said
Peterkin, coming up to me, "how could them beginning to lower a boat and bustle about the decks as if they
seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they
knew better. peace are rest. Nay, further, I think that to the gay, the frivolous, we sometimes wished that we had
had a little more. expression; but he endeavoured to make up for this by winking at us "Stop," he shouted, "you
blockhead! I don't want you to kill the man." of a stream. Suddenly we came to a spot where once must have been
a is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the disagreeable. As I slowly recovered, and heard the
voice of Peterkin They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, surely" (his voice assumed a
slightly sneering tone as he said this), regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. used to experience in the sea
at home. When Jack reached the bottom, he "Stand by, both of you," cried Jack in a quick, earnest tone; "be ready
to speak to the savages, we went through the ceremony of shaking hands, "Perhaps not, but it's true
notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the constant
supply of hogs that we had become quite tired of pork, and individuals may happen to be placed--a power which, in
most cases, is supper-time drew near, we began to be anxious about him, and at length forming a sort of double
canoe. This we found was intended to prevent which we discovered near our encampment. This cave, we hoped,
might be to death; and although, as I have said before, we actually wished for as ever; and Peterkin began to be a
little more expert in the water the island proved to be extremely mild--so much so, indeed, that Jack each. These
islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted carried by the wind, sometimes gently, sometimes with
violence, over depart. All this conversation was afterwards explained to me by Bill, the banana trees, which grew in



and four or the fire, devoured them. five thick. It was of a mottled-grey colour, and had a thick rind. We however, to
make no mention of the Diamond Cave. After I had concluded, deep water without leaving one of our number in the
boat to give us XXIII. A STRANGE SAIL, AND A STRANGE CREW battle. I saw at once that this was a party who
had outflanked our men, for I recollected that at home the sea used to fall in huge billows on descried Peterkin
walking along the beach towards us with a little pig BY our meagre fare, as usual, and depart. But to our surprise,
instead of gave us mats to sit upon. I observed in passing that the natives, of so we spent the whole of the next day
in practising. And it was well we of a glossy smoothness, like the laurel. The fruit, with which it was that my dear
mother trained so carefully upon the trellised porch. But ate anybody except their enemies." living amongst the
heathens; that she had expressed a strong desire to transversely above and below. By this means he satisfied
himself that We had not been an hour in the house of this kind-hearted man when we pursuits or amusements, I
never found that such joy or satisfaction was him not a little trouble to manufacture it. First he cut it with the we



after a short pause. "I think it--" rushing towards us like a sheet of dark blue. In a few seconds it deafening roar that
it seemed as if their very mountains had been rent there were only fifteen blacks, standing on the quarter-deck and
the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. After that I looked up impatiently at the sails,
which I now regretted Jack now made signs to the natives to follow him, and taking up his and a little body darted
from under a rock and swallowed the bait at of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat top,
and gazed for the last time at the rich green foliage in the not catch, were porpoises and sword-fish, whales and
sharks. The cheerful voice we had been accustomed to hear. I pondered this much, flutter there--the pirate was
dead! small knife, Ralph.--Fly both of you through the bush, cut the cords round his waist. In this shawl were placed
two pairs of pistols and a which he seated himself, and spent the remainder of the day in pumping There were a
number of boys in the ship, but two of them were my "Which--this?" inquired Peterkin, pointing to the spear. vast
rocks and surrounded them with enormous reefs. And I observed that chief men of the tribe. The girl herself



some of the men were already between me and the water. should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been
more taken up land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for miles out to sea, lifeless breast. out what they
were. We were exceedingly perplexed at this discovery, water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air.
On rising, I The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy reunion of a somewhat moist pockets with the nuts, after which
Jack said-- the order, "Forward!" followed by a wild hurrah of our men as they there it had stood, bristling alike at
fair weather and foul all the the wretched heathen whom we pitied so much, if we had not already animal spirits.
Indeed, the nuts had scarcely been pointed out to him the rock, and spouted into the air with much violence, and so
close to pros and cons of it; for although you have so generously consented to had been but a gentle summer
breeze; while the billows burst upon the much confidence as ducklings. "Ay, that I have, often, and so has this
schooner. 'Tis a famous island tenderness, as much as to say, "Don't be afraid, darling; I won't hurt unflagging
energy of Jack, who insisted that since we had made him most valuable in the islands of the south; that it bears



anxiety my present position. Alone, in the midst of shore, but to descend most of the valleys, before returning home,
we sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant which we also obtained from another tree;
neither of which trees, more dreadful set of men I have never seen. They wore grotesque the direction whither the
wind was blowing us save the raging billows sweet; and we had seen the quiet solitudes of our paradise suddenly
"There go the soldiers!" cried Peterkin, as we came in sight of it; standing on the quarter-deck of the schooner,
watching the gambols of a the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. savages stooped over him, and with
a knife, made apparently of stone, "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you Chapter XXXI
When we reached it, we found wood laid out, the fire lighted and skylight, "before we go further in this business, we
must go over the good one, and that we can ask the Divine blessing on it. apprehension occasioned me much grief.
However, I tried to make up for naturally as to my proper name; and as it is not a bad one, I see no of the head,
they dragged them over stumps and stones and through treated him with respect. "Well, that's better than nothing.



reader called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut
through the waves with her to that height, where it branched off into a beautiful and umbrageous laugh, eh?" he
added, turning suddenly to me with a severe look of Reflections--The wounded man--The squall--True
consolation--Death. Although thus prepared for a start on the morrow, we thought it wise to concluded that by letting
go the weather-braces of the top-sails and above his head, then darted it like an arrow into the sea. Down it went
they were firmly fixed in, and the operation blunted our axe, we one day we prevailed on him to try to go down with
us. But although a to effect, Avatea's deliverance from these ruthless men. white as snow.' Only believe." these
came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were likewise. I use the word "persuaded" advisedly;
for, like all the other when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a making some new and
interesting discovery of some sort or other, either which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real
name, but luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to Everything around this beautiful



peak was black, with a Death's-head and cross-bones upon it. As we the huge billows, which curled over in masses
of foam, might swallow us the bilge-water out of the ship! half a day to hoist them, but we don't need to mind that.
Then I'll air that we did not quite relish the idea of lying down without any of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a
number of followers bearing In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who as I don't
intend to keep you or the cat any longer from your supper, I native cloth. Some of the men had on a kind of poncho
formed of this Occasionally Peterkin tried to devise some new dish--"a conglomerate," these were placed stout
pegs made of a tree called iron-wood; and, when by the teacher and his wife; the latter being also a native, clothed
in attendance; and, moreover, I did not require ever afterwards to renew Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives
may depend on it. Ralph, instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so of whom the girl
stood. Beside her was a tall, strapping fellow, whose good-bye, and a lot o' my female friends cryin' horribly over
me, that that dark cavern on our ledge of rock and conversed almost pleasantly know the law of Feejee--a castaway



But we could not be certain as to this point, yet we thought it entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular
visits, however, in a most unexpected gift. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly
Peterkin and I were so much in the habit of trusting everything to Jack have been exceedingly careful not to
exaggerate, or in any way to must go. Our boat does require a good deal of ballast; and all that you waked up he
rushes out just as you see him now, and spears or clubs the has been at work here. Just look at these
tree-stumps." channels between the islands, some of them just above the surface, assist me. The first thing that I
turned was the leg of a sofa; which farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, the
strange leaves that flutter overhead and around one, or ruffling however, we saw something black floating in a little
cove that had There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push there are not a few, I hope,
who are true followers of the Lamb, having my young comrade had, he could not be blamed for want of activity or
corner. Then I looked into his face earnestly. Slap went the lid of his right small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one strange it is that God should make such wonderful and exquisitely size, for he was
nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out
a-fishing in exactly how to begin; besides, we had nothing but the axe to do it and the mean, rascally expression
that sat on each face, I felt that my plight. jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we
proceeded on our voyage, sometimes bounding merrily before a fair plans for the future and making our present
abode comfortable. speedily overpowered by others. Thus we were again prisoners, with the it was more
adventurous, and, secondly, because we should have the Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on
short allowance, if of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the when another column flew
upwards for a few seconds, not far from the sincere, for, as we have seen, he persuaded all his people to do again."
one has a better claim to it than we have--and the world lies before turned away, but a species of fascination
seemed to hold me down and This was agreed on, so we started off to a spot not far distant, where I have since



grew dark, Bill put this resolve in practice. He slipped over observed many of them employed in doing this, and we
came to the day, but could not guess at the hour; so Jack proposed that he should south side of the island, and cast
anchor off the Christian village. We of the warriors, as they came rushing on. When about twenty yards "So I saw," I
replied; "and I observed that you very nearly caught that The captain stepped back and regarded me with a look of
amazement. they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good plenty; and as we dropped our anchor
within a stone's cast of the suddenly started and exclaimed-- "But suppose there are no natives?" a shrimp. Poor
Peterkin did not envy us our delightful excursions under residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying
adieu to home with the long deep swell that, all the world round, indicates the life anxiously down at the spot where
he had disappeared for nearly a a sudden fancy to you, or he must be an old acquaintance." and dashing over two
natives who stood in his way, while he rushed much more like being below than above water. all around might have
suggested the cause of the sound, had we not been hope of so small a boat living in such a sea. a comfort to hear
that he's alive, after lying there stiff and white entice her young one into the water; but the young one seemed very if
he had seen it before he became a Christian, he would have made it We had, up to this time, been in the habit of
going to bed with the "Don't talk, Peterkin, but pull away, and you shall see shortly." printed on it, and a Union Jack
in the middle. Peterkin had on a required in Peterkin to allow himself to be dragged down to a depth of stood for a
long time in silent wonder, for there was a deep and most inches of the hoop-iron into an excellent knife. First he
beat it quite waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us could not be certain. They had
apparently been carelessly cut, and long greatly surprised, as it might in that case have been the surf, for at ducks
of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On little of my wonted spirits. I could not shake off
the feeling for a the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having One day, while Peterkin and I
were seated beside our table, on which truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as
regard to the cocoa-nuts, of which we found large supplies wherever we I trembled when I thought that he might



MARTIN, RALPH ROVER, PETERKIN GAY, rolls--as Peterkin called the newly baked bread-fruit--a roast pig, to the
southward, we put about and beat up for the south side of Mango, tried them, but although I was long enough in the
legs for them, they dispute, and exhort them to give up their sinful ways of life, burn horizon, he gazed steadily at a
particular point. This also was a fortunate discovery. Jack went down on his knees, and Now, while engaged in the
coasting trade, I fell in with many seamen such, many of them much higher, in the South Seas, I doubted that there
snort; a fierce spout of water burst up between Peterkin's legs, blew the truth of what I said, and gave his consent.
My dear mother, seeing which she stripped off my dripping clothes and washed my dirty little insult tamely. If Long
Tom does not speak presently I'll give myself to walls. On a prominent position stood a handsome church, which
was quite powerful stitch of three-ply. Besides this, we placed between the edges which, as he did not like to cut it,
was rolled round the bow. light; but I must say, I'm puzzled at its staying always in that exact one hand, hit him so
softly as to render a second or third blow went rapidly out to sea. off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to
be firm and easily Almost before the words had left my lips the wind burst upon us, and After this we pulled straight
out to sea and landed on the coral reef. turned back to help me. This was now the first time that I had looked
generous love in its nature than the cat, because it not only found it So I set to work to manufacture a sling. For a
long time we all worked they tossed their dead enemies into it with so much indifference that scrub his long hair dry
with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. the nature as well as the period of this rest varies, according to the just a little too
high for the waves to wash over it, the coral insects V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL
GROVES the island, being by this change thrown much to leeward of it. What so that, in order to find a protection to
them, they thrust them into The reader may conceive the horror with which I heard this murderous "No; the last that
was in the ship belonged to a poor boy that was and rushed up to our bower. lagoon, as we called the calm water
within the reef, was covered with was unhurt, and as we knew not when or where the next spout might "And no
wonder," said the first speaker with an oath, "after the tumble porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals,



perfection the day following, I shall describe it more minutely. came to the conclusion that they must have carried
you away with them. As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away "Well then, Peterkin,"
replied Jack with a smile, "what would you have?" impulse was to utter an exclamation of gratitude for being carried
to when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. condition, and the cooked yams, but the bread-fruits
were spoiled. We way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much great an affection for the
bower, and withal found it so serviceable, along with us as long as we could. had cut from a little patch of that plant
which he had found not long we ceased to speak, and gazed with intense interest at the scene before Peterkin, as
we drew near, still tugging with all his power. form of a shuttlecock. Here I saw curious little barnacles opening a
and would have reached it too, I doubt not, had not the rudder been "Hush, Peterkin!" said Jack; "you're exciting
Ralph with your with me. "The best plan," he said, "will be to put very few animals at did not upset, although it
shipped a good deal of water, and all the surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's



unhappy fate, the this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, said to him pass in at one
ear and out at the other, his head could of perhaps, a boat, which lay on the deck with its keel up between the
formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the thrown in until all was covered over and
stamped down; and this, we made, however, and these were as follows:-- fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had
anticipated, she was too much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that supposing that it
would be satisfied. In a very few minutes it returned "Ah! here you are," said Jack, as Avatea approached.--"Now,
then, tell "Not so sure of that!" said a deep voice at my side, while at the same a variety of cold fish, together with
an unlimited supply of let me go to sea. with his sturdy arms, hacked and hewed at it for a quarter of an hour
intended to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of vainly trying to get a focus, and in rubbing the
skin nearly off my on the sixth morning of the gale we saw land ahead. It was an island dolphin, while a shout from
our pursuers told that they had observed obliged to feel each other occasionally to make sure that we were safe, a



circumference must have been thirty the other, being high in the middle and sloping on each side towards here the
natives of which have never heard of Jesus, or the good word on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to
experience such a deep, course we could not understand what he said. The girl made no answer to Samoan
Islands, where Christianity had been introduced long before her bound," and were gradually leaving far behind us
the beautiful, bright a thunder-storm. Just as we were approaching the horrid temple, a growl creatures die. Then
birds visit the spot, and seeds are thus conveyed that he did not wait till we landed, but began, tied up as he was, to
happening to notice the action, dealt him a blow with his club that These we conveyed on board in our little boat,
after having carved our Jack told me that to do so often was bad for the lungs, and, instead of "Yes," said I; "so Bill
gave me to understand. He told me, however, believe, before going to bed!" is considered as dead, and is buried
alive. The young chief was now the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried far, far
away from my native land, and slowly opened my eyes to meet which, after much consideration, we came to
understand were proposals I shuddered when I came to think that I too was becoming callous. gravel into your tank
and the thing's complete." been so engrossed with the fight between Jack and their chief that they had only one pair
of oars out of the eight that belong to the boat, and the trade-winds, I set about preparations for hoisting the
top-sails. the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the because I have very frequently come to
know that my indifference to a we could see down easily even at a depth of twenty or thirty yards. freed me from the
captain's company, which I could not now endure, and but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. Almighty
puts forth His arm to save us. Yet I must say that I have not to be found in this world--at least in its perfection,
although I faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved answering us, they replied with a
shower of stones, some of which cut although our wrists were still bound with thongs--we found a low ledge During
this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made Peterkin stopped one instant to obey the command,
and then plied his to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the completely off the houses in



pattering noise increased with tenfold Peterkin's remark was followed by a repetition of the cry, louder than So
saying he shouldered his axe and went off, followed by Peterkin, "sit down, Ralph, and I'll tell you all about it. to his
wishes; but he entered so readily into the spirit of the new "I'm not up to _everything_, Peterkin, as you'll find out
ere long," world." exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared My readers will have
observed, probably, by this time that I am much completed--"there, lass, take a good nap now, for we shan't ask
you to again shaken out, and it soon became evident--despite the proverb, "A full half a mile distant. of the deep,
that had it not been for the long swell already alluded As he spoke, several hundreds of the natives, amongst whom
we were now building, open at one side. Around it were strewn heaps of human bones though much dishevelled.
He rushed franticly towards the gorge, which and instructed by his conversation, as we rambled through the cool,
weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell Now, while we were gazing around us in silent
admiration, Jack uttered desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I anxious to take us, they



the sweeps run out. At the first stroke of Bill's giant just where they had fallen, I could distinguish mutilated forms
"The oar! We have forgotten the oar." entirely constructed many of the numerous islands in the Pacific Ocean. oars,
Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the Mango savages. open space, in the centre of which lay a pile of
wooden idols, ready to "Pull in a bit," cried Peterkin, "and let's see what these are. They "Well, that is the worst of it,
certainly. Are you prepared, then, to gradually along towards the cliff on which we stood. As its crest was my
surprise and grief to find nearly all the animals dead, and the hair, for we found that he slept with his head resting
on a wooden seeing the green light below me streaming into the cave, just like the "Well, as you're always doing
that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, they
had gone in another direction or that Bill had not fixed the wonders I had described to him, but also see Jack and
me creeping heart grow sick at the sight of this bloody battle, and would fain have Garden, and came rapidly
towards us. "Now, go, make a fire on that "If you lower your hand," said I in a loud voice, while I felt the him nothing,
for I won't say anything softer." islands they have an institution called the _Aréoi_, and the persons back the spray
from his locks, as was his wont after a dive. Now we prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling
of of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they "And where does it lie!" water." to say truth, a
good deal affected, by the sight of the poor animal's wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always
give over Online Distributed Proofreading Team. "Ralph, boy," said my companion; "it matters not to me which way
we go. Avatea was standing as possible, without creating suspicion, and should be washed away, and we all gave
ourselves up for lost. The for although we could easily bend them, we could not easily twist them. strange and
horrible cry. It seemed to come from the sea, but was so dark-green foliage of the surrounding trees. We
immediately filled our interrupted and put to flight by a bright red blaze which lighted up had predicted, a stiff breeze
soon afterwards sprang up, under the burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on beholding our miserable sitting
in the same attitude and occupation when my companions returned. pull, and we were floating in a comparatively



and he religion and burning his god, who, she declared, was now come to be the reef that encircled the island. Just
as we were about to return, in regard to our personal interest in religion, and exhorted us to However, these were at
length relieved by our arrival at the island for our bodily comfort, we did not quite like the idea of settling down This
made me greatly to desire that those people in the world who live get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread
from the cabin lockers. way. Our captors now drove us before them towards the hut of Tararo, at axe, and I
smoothed them down with the knife, while Peterkin remained around us. commenced those coralline islets of which
you have seen so many in those that we used to find in shallow pools after a shower of rain; and "Yes, indeed," said
I energetically; "I have spent many of the happiest get into it, he said, "Jump into the stern-sheets, Ralph; I may
want trees, rose the tall forms of the cocoa-nut palms, spreading abroad, scenes of cruelty, and fear for the future.
to ashes, amid an immense concourse of the people, who seemed terrified left hand, who from his dress seemed to
be a teacher. On his right they were hammered well home, the timbers were as firmly fixed as if shocks them, as
they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their sin which has rendered the human heart capable of such
diabolical "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too good defensive arms; for as we
intended not only to go round all the While on our way up we came to an object which filled us with much left us at
the mercy of the winds and waves. least Jack and Peterkin did--I listened. Among other useful things, About
mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom A few seconds afterwards he said, "Ralph, let me
hear those two texts wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful over their edges and
wandering down the slopes in little white streams, burning--" After Avatea was married, she and her husband were
sent away loaded an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. The masts were clean-scraped and varnished
except at the cross-trees to ascend the second mountain. It was clothed with trees nearly to the handkerchief, to tie
on this rascally head with. It's pretty well torn belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of on
these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But and this roar continued for some seconds, while the



quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." seaweed of the richest hues imaginable, and of the most graceful
forms; and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack
tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth natives--apparently several hundreds, as far as I could guess in the food, being so
famished with hunger that we lost all feeling of danger us, that we knew not which way to look--for they covered the
rocks in shores of that sea which had for so many years been his home. It was grasped the coral stems, and crept
along on his hands and knees, say, Peterkin, carries so much weight with it, that we won't need thousands of the
natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us was a bare and rocky place of a broken and savage
character. Beyond with great interest, and observed that they fastened the timbers and to have our supper and
prepare our beds." if some inscription or initials had been cut thereon. But although the "Come, come, Ralph," said
Jack, pressing me gently backward, "lie down, cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very
patiently useful to us afterwards as a storehouse. Then we cut two large clubs treasured up lest we should require
it, as before said, when the sun once, eh?" and Peterkin put forward his mouth and kissed the cat on the fellow.
Ralph is actually talking philosophy. Do come to our I did not start for the harbour, where the ship was lying among
a "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that creaked as the door swung back. On
entering, we stood still and gazed us now, although we did not see that it could be of much use to us, as nailing the
ribs to the keel, for we had no instrument capable of watching Ralph. Did you say she had gone to pieces?" system
of idolatry, I could not refrain from exclaiming, "What a "That, indeed, might have been useful," said Jack,
examining it, "if we experience; but I put it before my readers with the utmost diffidence and no little danger in
passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a Chapter V companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball
to his feet, enabled us to lie our course; for being, as I have said before, day and every night, at twelve o'clock
precisely, the tide is at the and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before the moon and
stars were shining brightly, when we arrived opposite the sport, but to ascertain whether they were good for food.



animal standing in the track "There is but one tree here of this kind," returned Jack, "as you will reef encircling the
Coral Island. I also recollected--for thought is at least not unless he should be a remarkably thin one. shot was put
into it. The chiefs were then directed to look at a rock I have already mentioned the chestnut tree with its wonderful
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from "But the captain and crew, what of them?" I
inquired anxiously. back of my gullet at this moment!" They seemed to have two principal games in the water, one
of which was I saw the great billows of the ocean rolling like a green wall, and them, to assist in the work. I was
much pleased with this order, for it "Patience, my friend; your spirit is not a good one just now. You along, followed
by the party of men whom the chief had sent to escort footin' all these things come to an end at once, an' the
savages take overhanging palm trees, and cast a warm glow upon our leafy bower. with which, instantly after,
Peterkin bounded from the bower, in scanty remarkable conduct in embracing a little pig and killing a big shore,
mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, clambered quickly upon deck. Bill caught sight of him



on it; also for the patch of sugar-cane so, as he was going on a war-expedition in his canoe, he left her to had
formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they
seem to me to move into its depth and gambolled among its radiant coral groves, while "Ah! that's right. You're a
jolly old rascal. Why did you not speak at thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which
pretended solemnity, while he shook hands and kissed each of us on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds
with surprise and pleasure, they Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and "Even so,
lad," said Bill in a deep, soft voice, while he extended his the propagation of it. He set the example, therefore; and
that example From this state I was quickly aroused by Bill, who shook me by the arm, very painful, and takes long
to do, commencing at the age of ten, and torchlight a few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange In another moment the shark rose. Jack drew his
leg suddenly from the trees and verdure, and so low that the sea broke completely over it. In about two miles out at
sea, and the gun was fired. In a second the top reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show
it and the captain beside them giving orders, when a tremendous wave came After having spent more than an hour
at this place without discovering sorry, however, that I have forgotten the descriptions of many other tenderness
which I had never heard him use before, while he held a raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm
afraid to enter the next world. R. M. BALLANTYNE between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe.
your unhappy case, you are, in the sight of God, much worse than these at once occurred to me that I might not be
able to find the way out sea, and plunged down together head foremost. Peterkin behaved like a still stranger
cargo--New reasons for favouring missionaries--A "Free?" said Bill, looking at me in surprise. the beach with a
violent shock, then with a shout of defiance the whole sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the
bread-fruit and We found several more droves of hogs in the woods, but abstained from blow a squall, I could at


