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Using the Internet for educational purposes is now commonly accepted. More challenging is the realization
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Teacher interaction, presence, and participation in online and blended courses are key to facilitating
student learning and student satisfaction. Those being prepared to teach in online K-12 environments
must learn the knowledge, content, skills, and dispositions relevant to the online learner of the digital
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This chapter presents and develops a model of teacher training considering six socio-technical areas
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learning: 1) development of 21st century skills; 2) conducting social innovations; 3) appropriate knowledge
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K-12 learning needs is presently viewed by government as a means to deliver public education. These
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This research explored the experiences of foreign students enrolled in the Canada eSchool distance
learning program. The study included one secondary school in Nigeria and three in Malaysia that had
students enrolled in a program based on a blended learning model. A mixed mode data analysis model
including qualitative and quantitative data analysis was undertaken. The purpose of the study was
to examine factors that influence student success in blended learning programs accessed by foreign
students. Results indicated that students in the study were most successful if they were self-disciplined
and had access to a variety of local supports including: an effective learning environment with access



to quality technology; assistance in the development of English as a second language; and support in
navigating pedagogical transitions between educational systems. In theory, the results of this study point
to a connection between the local and Canadian support communities for foreign students enrolled in
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This chapter will attempt to frame the potential of a flexible approach to teaching and learning that provides
diagnostic and formative evidence to enhance traditional practice in K-12 education. Commencing with
a brief account of the Community of Inquiry model as a potential framework for online and blended
learning, this chapter investigates what is it about traditional classroom practice that researchers wish
to enhance, the challenges facing contemporary systems of online and blended learning, and how new
ubiquitous configurations for teaching and learning have become possible. With an emphasis on supporting
discourse through the development of social and cognitive behavior, this chapter will endeavor to qualify
the processes that evidence psychological development in a ubiquitous learning environment and provide
data to inform the relative efficacy of utilizing such processes in the design of a new pedagogical approach.
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In this chapter, projects undertaken at two independent Aboriginal boarding schools in remote Western
Australia are described. Both projects have sought to provide instructional advice for teachers and to
enhance students’ literacy levels through access to the internet. A dedicated website was developed for
each school to respond specifically to the students’ language and literacy needs. Several positive outcomes
resulted from the projects. At the first school, code-switching was accepted throughout the school and
even formed part of classroom instruction. At the second school, staff in general showed great interest
in supporting their students’ use of the online resource. Students who accessed the website were excited
by the prospect of having their photos and videos uploaded and even suggested improvements to the
site. Despite the above successes, the introduction of the websites at each school did not occur without
problems which are described in this chapter.
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The purpose of this chapter is to demonstrate how the Practical Inquiry model can be used to create
effective blended and online learning experiences in a K to 12 education context. The chapter begins
with an introduction to inquiry-based learning followed by design strategies and examples of how digital
technologies can be used to successfully integrate synchronous and asynchronous opportunities for
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