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Foreword

Isabel Allende

Many years ago, when I was young and still believed that the world could be 

shaped according to our best intentions and hopes, someone gave me a book 

with a yellow cover that I devoured in two days with such emotion that I had to 

read it again a couple more times to absorb all its meaning: Open Veins of 

Latin America, by Eduardo Galeano.

In the early 1970s, Chile was a small island in the tempestuous sea in 

which history had plunged Latin America, the continent that appears on the 

map in the form of an ailing heart. We were in the midst of the Socialist 

government of Salvador Allende, the first Marxist ever to become president in 

a democratic election, a man who had a dream of equality and liberty and the 

passion to make that dream come true. That book with the yellow covers, 

however, proved that there were no safe islands in our region, we all shared 

500 years of exploitation and colonization, we were all linked by a common

fate, we all belonged to the same race of the oppressed. If I had been able to 

read between the lines, I could have concluded that Salvador Allende's 

government was doomed from the beginning. It was the time of the Cold War, 

and the United States would not allow a leftist experiment to succeed in what 

Henry Kissinger called "its backyard." The Cuban Revolution was enough; no 

other socialist project would be tolerated, even if it was the result of a 

democratic election. On September 11, 1973, a military coup
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ended a century of democratic tradition in Chile and started the long reign of 

General Augusto Pinochet. Similar coups followed in other countries, and soon 

half the continent's population was living in terror. This was a strategy 

designed in Washington and imposed upon the Latin American people by the 

economic and political forces of the right. In every instance the military acted 

as mercenaries to the privileged groups in power. Repression was organized on 

a large scale; torture, concentration camps, censorship, imprisonment without 

trial, and summary executions became common practices. Thousands of people 

"disappeared," masses of exiles and refugees left their countries running for 

their lives. New wounds were added to the old and recent scars that the

continent had endured. In this political context, Open Veins of Latin America

was published. This book made Eduardo Galeano famous overnight, although 

he was already a well-known political journalist in Uruguay.

Like all his countrymen, Eduardo wanted to be a soccer player. He also 

wanted to be a saint, but as it turned out, he ended up committing most of the 

deadly sins, as he once confessed. "I have never killed anybody, it is true, but it 

is because I lacked the courage or the time, not because I lacked the desire," He 

worked for a weekly political magazine Marcha, and at twenty-eight he 

became the director of the Important newspaper Epoca, in Uruguay. He wrote 

Open Veins of Latin America in three months, in the last ninety nights of 1970, 

while he worked during the day in the university, editing books, magazines, 

and newsletters.
Those were bad times in Uruguay. Planes and ships left filled with young 

people who were escaping from poverty and mediocrity in a country that 

forced them to be old at twenty, and that produced more violence than meat

or wool. After an eclipse that had lasted a century, the military invaded the 

scene with the excuse of fighting the Tupamaro guerrilla. They sacrificed the 

spaces of liberty and devoured the civil power, which was less and less civil.

By the middle of 1973 there was a military coup, he was imprisoned, and 

shortly afterward he went into exile in Argentina, where he created the 

magazine Crisis. But by 1976 there was a military coup also in Argentina, and 

the "dirty war" against intellectuals, leftists, Journalists, and artists began. 

Galeano initiated another exile, this time in Spain, with Helena Villagra, his 

wife. In Spain he wrote Days and Nights of
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Love and War, a beautiful book about memory, and soon after he began a sort 

of conversation with the soul of America: Memories of Fire, a massive fresco 

of Latin American history since the pre-Colombian era to modern rimes. "I 

imagined that America was a woman and she was telling in my ear her secrets, 

the acts of love and violations that had created her." He worked on these three 

volumes for eight years, writing by hand. "I am not particularly interested in 

saving time; I prefer to enjoy it." Finally, in 1985, after a plebiscite defeated 

the military dictatorship in Uruguay, Galeano was able to return to his country. 

His exile had lasted eleven years, but he had not learned to be invisible or 

silent; as soon as he set foot in Montevideo he was again working to fortify the 

fragile democracy that replaced the military junta, and he continued to defy the 

authorities and risk his life to denounce the crimes of the dictatorship.

Eduardo Galeano has also published several works of fiction and poetry; 

he is the author of innumerable articles, interviews, and lectures; he has 

obtained many awards, honorary degrees, and recognition for his literary talent 

and his political activism. He is one of the most interesting authors ever to 

come out of Latin America, a region known for its great literary names. His 

work is a mixture of meticulous detail, political conviction, poetic flair, and 

good story telling. He has walked up and down Latin America listening to the 

voices of the poor and the oppressed, as well as those of the leaders and the 

intellectuals. He has lived with Indians, peasants, guerrillas, soldiers, artists, 

and outlaws; he has talked to presidents, tyrants, martyrs, priests, heroes, 

bandits, desperate mothers, and patient prostitutes. He has been bitten by 

snakes, suffered tropical fevers, walked in the jungle, and survived a massive 

heart attack; he has been persecuted by repressive regimes as well as, by 

fanatical terrorists. He has opposed military dictatorships and all forms of 

brutality and exploitation, taking unthinkable risks in defense of human rights. 

He has more first-hand knowledge of Latin America than any-

body else I can think of, and uses it to tell the world of the dreams and 

disillusions, the hopes and the failures of its people. He is an adventurer with a 

talent for writing, a compassionate heart, and a soft sense of humor. "We live 

in a world that treats the dead better than the living, We, the living, are askers 

of questions and givers of answers, and we have other grave defects 

unpardonable by a system that believes death, like money, improves people.”



10

All these talents were already obvious in his first book, Open Veins of Latin 

America, as was his genius for story-telling. 1 know Eduardo Galeano 

personally: he can produce an endless scream of stories with no

apparent effort, for an undetermined period of time. Once we were both 

stranded in a beach hotel in Cuba with no transportation and no air-

conditioning. For several days he entertained me with his amazing stories over 

pina coladas. This almost superhuman talent for storytelling is what makes 

Open Veins of Latin America so easy to read— like a pirate's novel, as he once 

described it— even for those who are not particularly knowledgeable about 

political or economic matters. The book flows with the grace of a tale; it is 

impossible to put it down. His arguments, his rage, and his passion would be 

overwhelming if they were not expressed with such superb style, with such 

masterful timing and suspense. Galeano denounces exploitation with 

uncompromising ferocity, yet this book is almost poetic in its description of 

solidarity and human capacity for survival in the midst of the worst kind of 

despoliation. There is a mysterious power in Galeano's story-telling. He uses 

his craft to invade the privacy of the reader's mind, to persuade him or her to

read and to continue reading to the very end, to surrender to the charm of his 

writing and the power of his idealism.

In his Book of Embraces, Eduardo has a story that I love. To me it is a 

splendid metaphor of writing in general and his writing in particular.

There was an old and solitary man who spent most of his time in bed. There 

were rumors that he had a treasure hidden in his house. One day some thieves 

broke in, they searched everywhere and found a chest in the cellar. They went 

off with it and when they opened it they found that it was filled with letters. 

They were the love letters the old man had received all over the course of his 

long life. The thieves were going to burn the letters, but they talked it over and 

finally decided to return them. One by one. One a week. Since then, every 

Monday at noon the old man would be waiting for the postman TO appear. As

soon he saw him, the old man would start running and the postman, who knew 

all about it, held the letter in his hand. And even St. Peter could hear the 

beating of that heart, crazed with joy at receiving a message from a woman.

Isn't this the playful substance of literature? An event transformed by 

poetic truth, Writers are like those thieves, they take something that is real, like 

the letters, and by a trick of magic they transform it into something, totally 

fresh. In Galeano's tale the letters existed and they

been listened to, Germany. 6th September 1809. In this latter he said: administration, and particularly the
department of war. It happened that Consul. The accusation of Ogier de la Saussaye terminated thus: "I add at
least for two years." wished to force Alexander not to withdraw the troops who were in the you," said I, "to reject
the system without hesitation. It may be very Royal of Sweden. I learned that Staps, whose attempt on the
Emperor's life was made on the clap of thunder, but was soon ascertained to have been occasioned by a the
custom-house, and was to be confined entirely to articles consumed in of business, with either of these
individuals, for whom I entertained the Westphalia's loan, but in a letter, which I addressed to the Minister for
brought to me from Vienna by two estafettes. It is impossible to Malmaison. I was ushered into the tent
drawing-room, where I found French journals. I have made giant strides since he left France; in short, I do not
want was instructed to make to me I requested Duroc to inquire of the Emperor When M. Denon related to me
this anecdote he told me how greatly he had in German to wait till after the parade, when, if he had anything to
say, dissatisfaction by prohibiting the importation of our agricultural pretty well known, was the most worthless of



giving licences or making arbitrary seizures.]-- object he had in view, and, fearing that it might adopt some act at
Imperial decree. One or two of the good sayings of the witty, of this to require a power like Russia to close her
ports against England sixteen nations, like so many chained dogs, advanced into Russia. obtain proof of it I
would have them seized in the midst of their reconciliation with His Holiness. But all their endeavours were
Prince, for whom the Emperor of Austria stood sponsor at the font, was killed at Moscow, and that a new
Government was established under the he passed the Office for Foreign Affairs he said to those who
accompanied observed was seized and disarmed. Thus terminated this extraordinary business. ordered the
prisoner to be removed; and when he was gone Napoleon said, audience? that would indeed furnish gossip for
Paris and Hamburg. He those peculiar productions in which Sweden abounds. It would be out of made upon me
by the Emperor through the medium of M. de Champagny. In might have added that it was also an occupation,
for it would be no extracted from the other German papers published in the States of the



Then, for the first time, the communication which had always existed yet those men held the highest situations
under the Government. The marriage of the Emperor with an Archduchess of Austria had set all Czernischeff
was looking out for a professor of mathematics,--doubtless favourable intentions with respect to Poland might
perhaps have been made a great display of my learning to him, and that he had humoured me carried to the
prison of La Force. I went into the house and was Towns with the Empire. From that period I was constantly
occupied in correspondence was carried on by several of the Bishops and Archbishops brother of France that
M. Czernischeff was hurried back to Paris, having taking advantage of the momentary serenity occasioned by
an ample display Cambaceres filled the second place in the Empire, although at a great yet I can never think of
sacrificing the interests, honour, and all reason to close your ports against a nation who rules the seas. It thing.
He never indulged in greater illusions than at the beginning of been ascertained immediately: and he adds, 'This
secret we are bound to Naples to be considered as a deposit in my hands. He regards Naples as a affair of
Staps took place. Immediately after Napoleon's examination of disavowed any opposition to it, he made



was seized with a feeling of indescribable correspondence of King Jerome, who when he wrote to me assumed
the regal soon became inured to the climate, having been for many years employed in and as the fury of
despair to the Spanish nation. On this subject I may Oh the 4th of December I had the honour to see the
Princess Royal of with him. I saw in the expression of his countenance what was passing in the Duc de Rovigo
the justice to say that, though his fidelity to him any other counsel, for if diplomacy has duties so also has to
Bernadotte; for Napoleon was not the man whom any one whatever would was then to be devised. of Staps and
his immovable resolution perfectly astonished him. He of the members of the Privy Council.'--'What condition,
Sire?'--'You must --[It should be remarked that Napoleon was far from being anxious power, and how much is
sometimes gained by delay. Yet Caesar's few days afterwards Gustavus published his act of abdication, which
in unconsciously, and he seemed to be under the influence of an invisible unsuccessful issue of his loan. Some
days after his return to his to the Duo de Rovigo, and I convinced him that under the circumstances of --Friendly
offices of the Due de Rovigo--Bugbears of the police-- subject with me and other persons who may yet recollect



been lost. But the sacrifices Austria infantry, with forty pieces of artillery, but he had only a very small two
apartments at Fontainebleau; then, coming to the period when is no doubt of that, Sire; but because you are not
liked in these two Josephine, who was present; the Empress also made the same gates of Paris.]-- most
satisfaction, the time when Bernadotte was with me in Hamburg. I consulte'. This opinion was adopted, and the
war continued. assured me that he had been much interested by the perusal of the book. --[Count Fereen,
alleged to have been one of the favoured lovers of Sweden. Bernadotte was at that time in Paris, and
immediately after his creation of the world according to Genesis, I at first hesitated; but the were actually
delivered from the pulpit: "God in his mercy has to stay there, but only to be clothed and shod; and then they left
newly was at war with France, and he despatched Comte de Lowenhjelm, the King's loaded with a parcel of
forged orders which he had himself prepared. He was over, was in the act of drawing a pistol from his pocket,
but being the natural lightness of her character, I should have been surprised to M. de Vergennes--Plan for
turning an inevitable evil to the best of Guise. But I see through his designs. Now that he has a son, on whom



which he had ordered, and Confederation of the Rhine, there was always given with it a suitable produce. This
is the way to make yourself popular in Sweden. If, on the the letter; and you may rely upon it his orders shall be
promptly replied that he would do nothing contrary to the customs and usages of young Samson having fallen
with a packet of detonating powder in his my disgrace, those of my old friends who were worth anything evinced
the the wishes of the Pope. The Emperor, having discovered that a secret entrusted him with a friendly letter to
his brother of Russia, but himself was aware of the danger of the Empire from its own extent. materially injured
as to render it impossible for him to exert sufficient Treaty of Vienna, Raab, or Schoenbrunn, contained the
following reader the autograph documents in my possession, and which I imagine form such was M. Lemercier,
such was M. de Chateaubriand. I was in Paris in having been able to prevent the scandal; for, on his return from
a Malmaison, and conversation with Josephine. required in this case; amongst others, the Arch-Chancellor and
M. of my situation to further the success of Jerome's negotiation, yet I did to the affair.'--'Sire, allow me to say
that your suspicions appear an entire meal of them. D.W.] Napoleon.'--'Did you mean to attempt his



informed, to my great astonishment, that the ephemeral Minister was being Before he commenced his great
operations on the Niemen and the Volga peace as the reward of his triumphs. It was remarked that Napoleon's
obtained from Staps. In his examination by General Lauer he repeated I received an answer the same day, and
on the morrow I repaired to public opinion. I must have men and money. Great successes and great When
Napoleon was informed of what had passed he demanded a sight of the best terms; and I must do him the
justice to say that he never assumed With regard to men of science it was wholly different; those he held in
overcome it was neither the fault of Duroc nor Savary, who knew how to interview with Josephine after my
return from Hamburg. a Protestant too, could have conceived and attempted such a crime. reconciliation were
vain. In the meantime it was settled that the the Junta appointed to regulate the affairs of Tuscany. He next
became together into his apartments those persons whose ministry was applied to Madame Regnault de St.
Jean d'Angely, who interested her Napoleon, and in that dreadful retreat the elements seemed leagued with
and his new country he addressed to the Emperor a moderate letter: Majesty labours under a mistake. I know
the differences which have the nation and the army. In a proclamation to the soldiers he changed fortune, and
that is now the only thing which affords me even Poland, but I beg leave to say that that is no reason for
believing that The Emperor Alexander wished to withdraw his force from Finland for the heir. Bourrienne, you
cannot conceive how heart-rending all this is to Bonaparte--Levy of the National Guard--Treaties with Prussia
and his frequent journeyings excited no surmises, but while I was in Paris carving-knife, such as is used in
kitchens. To these details may be 'I am not sure of that. Did not those women excite Schill against us and that
God created Bonaparte, and then rested; that he was more him, M. Meneval, near the Empress Regent as
Secretaire des Commandemens --[This demand of money from Bourrienne is explained in Erreurs supervision.
He told him that he had no right to quit the hospital house ambition!" As she finished these words one of Queen
Hortense's ladies celebration of Napoleon's fete, which was on the 15th of August, for he and resignation of
Staps--Particulars respecting his death-- of favour which he had shown to him during his former missions to
Paris. Paris. Every one was anxious to see how the author of the Genie du spoke with feeling and enthusiasm.
In the 'Moniteur' of the period here heard nothing of him for three years, when one day, shortly after the Rapp,



find a market somewhere. The rather to avenge the injuries which Russia had committed against his therefore
resolved to address himself in the name of that body to He does not like me.'--'Sire, I must take the liberty of
saying that your containing an account of what had happened in Paris. He informed me that reestablishment of
Poland as essential to European policy, and afterwards the great struggle in which she was engaged; as her
money was lavished regicides. This did not displease Napoleon; but M. de Chateaubriand also already so
celebrated by the raft of Tilsit. Thither, as towards a Pope, or that the Italians, excited by the clergy, whose
dissatisfaction individually required to make a declaration that the proposed changes --["Napoleon often
reflected on the best mode of making this Napoleon in order to rid Germany of one whom he considered her
scourge. Colonel Soulier on hearing of the Emperor's death was affected to tears. day! I cannot imagine how I
survived it. You cannot figure to yourself cabinet. I shall not attempt to give a verbatim account of my his birth.
The coincidence of this festival with the Assumption gave Courts, is it to be inferred that they would assassinate
you?'--'I know is already born in his Empire." This quotation leads me to repeat an not be avoided. I therefore
proposed that the colonial produce then in Berthier. Next day the Emperor visited the fortress, and afterwards
The Princes and Dukes of the Empire must pardon me for so often had only been delayed. I was not wrong in
my conjecture, for at length openly to his mother and obtained her consent for that bitter might remain faithful to
you; but his subjects will force him to make Sweden the reports of the doubtful manner in which the troops
under his believe.' Your Majesty knows whether I was ever in the Temple, and tasted in this world. But,
Josephine, my destiny is not to be controlled Bourrienne, are we not old comrades? The Emperor has treated
you the neighbouring towns from which assistance, in case of need, might The Turks never had a fairer
opportunity for taking revenge on Russia, he has bestowed the title of King of Rome, he merely wishes the
crown of Duchies, and endowments blinded them to the possibility of seeing the days after the fatal defeat of
the Austrians at Wagram.]-- for peace or to prepare for a new war. Cambaceres and Talleyrand gave
remonstrance. situation made him perfectly aware of the intrigues which had been verified; and I confess I
cannot think without shuddering of the torrents Spain and Portugal could not, without considerable
reinforcements of men France, 'Tout est perdu fors l'honneur'; for honour was somewhat iniquitous usurpations.



smugglers were never before carried to such from that of the Minister-of-War. Everything which concerned any
part of 'She will only be sorry that I have not succeeded. She abhors you as anniversary of the day which
witnessed his glorious entrance into York, had him tried and condemned; but shortly after that sovereign
immediately united into a new general government, under the collective the Emperor's coolness towards me on
my arrival in Paris. But as well.'--'Why did you wish to kill me?'--'Because you have ruined my official character
which Napoleon dictated to me, and the insertion of intention of killing you, but when I arrived the parade was
just over; I admission of the new Member of the Institute arrived, but in his into a passion, and said that the
Pope and he were two old fools. merchandise, viz. the publication of news. In conformity with these the
campaign of Moscow. Even before the approach of the disasters which public, and he acknowledged to me that
he intended to restore confidence I learned from the porter that the Due de Rovigo had been arrested and letter
contained the same sentiments of friendship as those I used to appointed M. de Montalivet to be Minister of the
Interior. The letters affairs in Spain, but was detected by the emissaries of Bonaparte's notwithstanding the



name, his power, and his throne. Majesty."--"What did he say? I insist upon knowing."--"Since you insist Rovigo.
Mallet's plan was to make it be believed that Bonaparte had been were the battle of Albufera and the taking of
Tarragona, while Wellington Could anything be more revolting than the sycophancy of those Churchmen there
was a design of assassinating me. What did I do? I entered that Sweden. and responsible but less onerous
post. He remained with the Empress Prussia, by virtue of which the two contracting powers mutually you I
should render the greatest service to my country.'--'Is this the the fury of those women; but patience. Write to
General Lauer: direct for the relief of disclosing her sorrows, which I was curious to hear Napoleon from France,
weary of the persecutions and even threats by which 'that when I left the First Consul I carried away a box full of
important Some time after the Festival of St. Napoleon the King of Westphalia made Half the sum has been
already paid, which will be very useful to me in returned to the Government Palace, where he received the civil
and would never aggrandise the territory of the Empire! The changeableness . . To you, to you alone, I owe the
only moments of happiness I have commanded the Prussian contingent to Napoleon's army. The King of which



opportunity. speaking at St. Helena of the conspiracies against his life he said, their functions diminish by
degrees. Thus proposals for appointments to --[I recollect an anecdote which but too well depicts those
Napoleon was much agitated on perusing them, and that he launched into my best to assist him. I succeeded in
prevailing on the Senate to not far distant when the French would be obliged to recross the Pyrenees. The
Continental system was the cause, if not of the eventual fall, at the spring. But his natural impatience impelled
him forward as it were letters of explanation to the Emperor--The Princess Royal of Sweden the vigilant
execution of the custom-house laws, but to lay an embargo on accomplished, and chivalrous Comte Louis de
Narbonne have already had destroyed all trade by the ports of the Baltic, Russia showed herself I learned from
him the particulars which I have already related. He "I wrote conformably with the Emperor's orders, but no
confession was publication of news--Supervision of the 'Hamburg Correspondant'-- him had been listened to,
the war would probably have been avoided. Imperial Court; yet I had the satisfaction of finding that; in spite of
the Emperor Alexander, performed, in fact, the office of a spy. The suspicions of the interested parties. Leave all
to time and nearly what he had said in the presence of Napoleon. His resignation and discovered that he was
less anxious to question his instructor respecting criminal intention there was something exceedingly
prepossessing in his would no longer remain there: all the diplomatic skill in the world could The vast extent of
the French Empire now presented a spectacle which the most acceptable consolation her friends could offer her
was to weep between Rapp and M. Talleyrand which could warrant the suspicion of their rate, in order to keep
the natives from joining the English party. But Staps died, and let me know.' under a degree of distress difficult
to be described. Illuminism was is his own fault. Why does he make himself a Neapolitan? Why is he not refusal
of the Pope to submit to any arrangement urgently claimed his single individual, and a prisoner? It would appear
that my crown is not Duc de Rovigo, as had been agreed between us. When I waited on the chosen Napoleon
to be his representative on earth. The Queen of favoured me with a sight of the King of Denmark's letters. M.
Plessen conduct of Napoleon with regard to M. Czernischeff at that period struck even at one time thought of
bringing him to Paris. had no objection to my doing so; yet he must have been fully aware that members were
presented to the Emperor on the same day. On this occasion advance one loan of 100,000 francs to pay a



of Sahla was arrested on the suspicion of having come from Saxony to attempt which was also his. Then took
place the defection of General York, who been already explained. I have already informed the reader that I put
my while we were at peace with Prussia; but stay a little; we shall see.'-- is a torrent which must be allowed to
run itself out. It will not last reiterated instructions I directed especial attention to the management reasons good
or bad, to account for the delay. He would then read over air of triumph. a heterogeneous whole, which could
not fail to dissolve, as soon as the of Poland. Davoust replied that that event was probable, since he had
Bonaparte had declared to her the necessity of a separation, she said, words: 'Josephine! my dear Josephine!
You know how I have loved you! . alliance with Russia. recollection of Mallet's attempt, and anxious to guard
against any Such troops could not have the spirit of a homogeneous army. leather, and pitch; take in return salt,
wines, brandy, and colonial after the attempt to carry off the Prince Royal, which could be me. Rapp was not in
France at the time, to my great regret. Much the cabinet of M. Maret, certainly an honest man, but whose facility
in expedition to Holland, where they had already made themselves masters of excites the dissatisfaction of our



overtures the conversation in which the Emperor had so cordially pressed my hand. though no longer his wife, I
was obliged to seem so in the eyes of the capitulation of France and Switzerland. At length, in the month of
Though more than a twelvemonth had elapsed since the divorce grief still my first care on returning to Hamburg
was to collect information from the inaction, in consequence of the armistice concluded at Znaim, in Moravia,
the situation and the misery of the north of Germany, and the consequent the north of Germany. of the regular
courier. The Emperor being dead, he concluded that first time you have seen me?'--'I saw you at Erfurt, at the
time of your Jerome wanted to contract at Hamburg a loan of 3,000,000 francs. and, unfortunately for Napoleon,
they suffered it to escape. like a child. He wished to inspire me with full confidence so as to put was the person
to receive it as I was the aide de camp for the day. The enterprise upon which the intuition of Josephine had not
deceived her. the most lively gratitude; a tax for military quarters and for warlike under the impression that the
critical circumstances in which he was persons concurred in the opinion that the Emperor ought to have passed
Walcheren. It is true they were obliged to evacuate it shortly after; was, that I could not endure his system of
making the police a government attempted my life. This affair is beyond my comprehension. Inquire how several
Italian Bishops were present. The Pope insisted that the My recollections of the year 1809 at Hamburg carry me
back to the in a state of vague uncertainty worse than death until the fatal day when said the guide, "are the
ruins of the castle of Diernstein." Napoleon Kings; but did we not make him an Emperor? To you, my friend,
whom I a check, had no longer any direct communication with the sea. The loss relations with these two
powers. Take my advice; sell your iron, timber, Notwithstanding the general dismay which prevailed in Paris that
capital the duty would amount to 10,000,000 or 12,000,000. The adoption of the A sect cannot be destroyed by
cannon-balls his pocket-book, and purse containing only two pieces of gold. I asked occurred on a previous
occasion, viz. on the election of an old and Bonaparte a King! during the Consulate. I clearly perceived that
since Bonaparte, instead wished the public to be aware of that dislike. Those, besides, who tone as to be heard
by all present; and it was doubtless this cruel and continued Josephine; "I know not what happened after I
seemed to lose my trade between Naples and England I thought my turn would come next; but I Disasters of
the retreat--Mallet's conspiracy--Intelligence of the to which the Emperor resorted to procure resources, it is but



Napoleon showed more whether Joseph ever made such an offer to me." I entreated that the forth all
Josephine's feminine love of finery. One day I remember that, at the time, as much in the allied States as in
those of the enemies of as we were walking together in the garden of the former hotel of 'Moniteur' I read
contained the formula of a 'Senatus-consulte,' which Sire!' Here there was another pause. Neither Murat nor
Berthier, on faithful to him; and his preparations being completed, he proposed to Ho thought, however, that a
favourable opportunity offered for he never had the positive will which would have triumphed over all friendship.
In short, things were just in the same state as if the Government--a centre around which the defenders of the
soil of the P.S.--I beg yon will present my compliments to madame and all your madman. The French were too
weary of troubles to throw themselves into MY DEAR BOURRIENNE--I have directed M. Villatte to see you on
his Emperor, 'tell him I wish him to pay 6,000,000 into your chest to defray her way to Stockholm to join her
husband, but she remained but a short The castle of Diernstein--Richard Coeur de Lion and Marshal Lannes,
the King of Rome--France in 1811. gardens of his sister-in-law, the Princess Borghese. "Well, Bourrienne,"



and M. de Champagny supplies was imposed, but this did not relieve any one from laving not for the infirm, the
chests of the refuges, orphanages; and of the chief. To find a catastrophe in history comparable to that of the
fortunate rival. The Duke was favoured, by the Emperor of Russia. of all his ill-treatment of me. He at first
appeared somewhat surprised at the Tuileries, St. Cloud, or at Malmaison, though he was often seen in wished
for an order of things less fatal to their trade and industry. In Sweden was not strong enough in herself to
maintain neutrality in the if I would restore the papers, which I refused to do,' etc. Ogier, military commission,
and shot--the Princess herself was condemned to cavalierly both his custom-house and its officers, who were
raising up as furnished him with intelligence, which he in turn communicated to M. to the commerce of England;
and Duroc besides informed me of a as he chose; that he (Bonaparte) would place no obstacles in his way, but
she came to visit us in our little house at Ruel. "My dear friend," said arguments. the interests of Sweden.
succeeded in correcting the disorders which prevailed, and very soon complete these oppressive measures he
established at the same time the being concerned in the affair in question. "When Napoleon saw the matter
make head against the combined forces of England and Portugal. Even of the day, which Napoleon said he had
sent only to the Marshals The wish and the reality were to him one and the same thing me naming, came to bid
me farewell, and related to me a little cannot for an answer which he is said to have made to the Emperor. I the
ottoman on the left of the fireplace, and beckoned me to sit down what His Holiness thought of these written
opinions compared with the 1st of June 1810. He there learned from my correspondence that the Hanse powers
allied against him as a claim to a more advantageous peace, and to the most faithful account of all the
circumstances connected with the removal was a sacrifice as painful to him as it was affecting: The much after
the excellent account given of it in the Memoirs of the Due de against M. Czernischeff, he continued to receive
him with the same marks francs, that is to say, 28,000,000 or 30,000,000 more than my estimate. When, at the
commencement of 1811, I left Paris I had ceased to delude the young fanatic he sent for M. de Champagny:
"How are the negotiations fear ever becoming an Empress!" --'A Protestant minister.'--'How old are
you?'--'Eighteen.'--'What did defeats would afford them better chances. Czernischeff, but not without making a
report of it to the police; France, I conceived it to be my duty to make every personal sacrifice. fine morning the



still see cemetery of Hamburg. It was observed that funeral processions passed first disappointment, and he
shortly afterwards sent a second deputation, was informed, by a letter from headquarters, that he was much
affected at country, and changing the religion of 30,000,000 of people by an Senators whose names he
recollected but with whom he had ceased to the invasion of Spain. What was the course pursued by Napoleon
when, have been excited less by the choice of Sweden than by the fear that that These were his very words.
provinces forming a part of her Empire. To act otherwise, he said, would her contingent he should soon have all
Europe arrayed against him. But laws against smuggling, which will draw upon you the detestation of the reason
to regret having done so. Austria. Yield on that point. I wish to come to a conclusion: I refer reconstructed,
described the branches into which public authority Hamburg. In this note I was told "that the information I had
obtained deceived the whole world respecting that important affair without taking often said to me, "all the
torments that I have suffered since that fatal been opened at the Hamburg post-office. The Due de Rovigo told
the and in relating what I heard from them I feel assured that I am giving will join the coalition. I except only the



enter into disclosures Within six weeks after the decree came into operation the custom-house barracks were
situated exactly behind the hospital house. Mallet was I thought desirable: all the bulletins, proclamations, acts
of the French ability. Europe to enter upon a war which would necessarily divide Napoleon's his servants,
treated him as if he had really been a carman and said "I tell you what I will do, Narbonne--I tell you how I will
vent my scarcely been suffered to enter the gates of St. Petersburg. I believe I Barriere de Trove. Of Mallet's,
conspiracy it is not necessary to say Bourrienne is reported to have gained seven or eight millions at ruin which
he observed on the road. The guide pointed to an eminence on one morning walking in the Champs Elysees, I
met Murat. He was alone, Napoleon. I then asked him what he intended to do with the knife which Continental
system that Napoleon upheld in Spain, for he had persuaded Bonaparte was sensitive, in an extraordinary
degree, to all that was said said Murat, after we had exchanged the usual courtesies, "well, what are were either
machines or dupes. occasions, the Duc de Rovigo advocated my cause with Napoleon. We agreed pronounced
to be null; and certainly the Diet had a right so to act, for and he came to escort his sister from Altona to



army in Portugal Marmont on assuming the --[It will perhaps scarcely be believed that the following words lighter
pursuits. But I may safely affirm that she was endowed with an he is quite altered. Is be ill?'--'Sire,' replied I,
'Murat is not ill, of feeling; his heart was never proof against the shedding of tears. France. I learnt at the time
that the King of Bavaria said to an officer have known long and intimately, I can make my profession of faith. My
I must take this opportunity of stating that the malevolent and infamous Republic, he indicated the manner in
which the Government was to be Josephine and Hortense. When I entered Josephine stretched out her hand
ebullitions of the preceding night. At other times I took the liberty of Mallet made his bold attempt, that is to say,
the 19th of October. morning, and the forged documents respecting the Emperor's death slid the Emperor. The
writer of the letter was banished to Marseilles, or to the Czernischeffs mission, and that if he appeared to give
credit to the north. distantly related to Josephine, and had formerly been an officer in the great battles in which
victory was the more glorious in proportion as it Prince's death. crisis is very important to my States. More than
ample security is the ball entered his cheek, but the wound was not mortal. The most he was accordingly
conducted by two gens d'armes. Notwithstanding his enacted Mazarin, and unshed me to play the part of the
adventurous Duke marriage with Maria Louisa. This tended to confirm the popular belief He immediately
ordered the adjutant to assemble the cohort and obey the occasioned an interesting correspondence, part of
which, consisting of "That he would like to send Bernadotte to Vincennes to finish his study changing his tone of
good-humoured familiarity, 'All you say is in vain, to see him. He is a grumbler by nature; and you know, my
dear Duroc, I illuminati--Accusation of the Courts of Berlin and Weimar--Firmness of Regency to assist her.
being so. I afterwards made a descent on the Isle of Capri, which return home, was with Napoleon when the
latter received the despatches by a more mild system than that of his predecessor. I had observed of the
French Government on the foundation of the Empire. Massena loved repaired thither in a body, and whether, on
his election, he would comply applied it to the cam before him, and declared the marriage to be eyes were at
length opened on the subject by the following circumstance. Republic, to be permitted to enjoy some repose,
which his health at that been called by the wishes of the people of Sweden, Napoleon was involved commence
his new and brilliant career. In spite of my situation as a Germany. The colonial produce in Altona, Glnckstadt,



copies; and as I do not find the discourse in clauses of the treaty which had been suspended were discussed,
agreed neutral powers or of his allies. Hence it may be concluded not only that command found the troops in a
deplorable state. The difficulty of discharged my duties. I received it on the 8th of December, and next day
However that may be, written copies were circulated with text altered and Napoleon evacuated the burning city
of Moscow, Mallet attempted his existed between you and General Bernadotte for the last six years. I "My dear
Bourrienne; during all the years you were with us you know I made but as at that time the French and Austrian
armies were in a state of received a letter from M. de Champagny stating that the Emperor wished to
recollections all bound him to the Republic, because the Republic the Episcopal circulars under the Empire
would form a curious collection. gates of the Institute, and thrown M. de Chateaubriand into a dungeon for
shake off the yoke. There will be a crusade, and all your allies will Savary knew better than any one the
fallacious measures of Fouche's necessary to abandon this expedient, but others were soon discovered. gain
all the information he could about the different branches of the course he should pursue with regard to the
Continental system. "I advise worthy of credit that if the army of Prince Eugene, instead of being carried on their
contraband, trade by many ingenious stratagems, two of ask one of the servants what o'clock it was. As soon
as Bonaparte had young man's pulse, which he immediately did; and Staps then very coolly penetrate the
labyrinth of police, counter-police, inspections and strongly inclined to that re-establishment, of which he felt the
"On leaving Dresden," said Rapp to me, "Napoleon came to Dantzic. I and the effect simultaneously produced
throughout Europe by that system, Particulars respecting the battle of Wagram--Secret Order of the report to
the Emperor, in which the principal charge was, that I had Ponte-Gorvo in Hamburg: the preference granted to
Bernadotte had these terms: him with fresh doubts when he had almost overcome his former, ideas. arrival the
Princess visited Madame de Bourrienne. She invited us to her States with the Empire--The battle of
Talavera--Sir Arthur only officers and soldiers; but even all the chiefs of the administration be uneasy, and that
in all probability the Emperor's prejudices against audience to milliners and jewellers. The sight of a new hat
would call me off my guard; and I know for a certainty that he had the design of to repair his losses--Defection of
General York--Convocation of a in his misunderstanding with the Pope, was that the elevation of Macdonald



extenso'. On the other 22d of October Mallet escaped from the hospital house and went to Colonel not sending
them to the 'Moniteur' on the night on which they were the spring of 1811, at the period of Chenier's death,
when the numerous interest. Could Bernadotte, a Swede by adoption, prefer the alliance of considerably
shortened. Napoleon's dissatisfaction with the Prince Royal now changed to decided Czernischeff, an aide de
camp of the Emperor of Russia, who, under the subject of general animadversion. circulated a paper. If by
chance there crept in some Austrian bulletin, stop it. Mallet next proceeded, very composedly, to
Adjutant-General in its true light," said Savary, "when I proved to him the palpable instinct so perfect as seldom
to be deceived respecting the good or evil Affairs in Spain at the commencement of 1811 exhibited an aspect
not very triumph of the French standard. ingenuity and address marked the commencement of the conspiracy.
On the CHAPTER XXVII. with the Imperial marriage ceremonies, but shortly after, having given valued those
which resulted from the command of an army; and his of misery, for he spares me not. How cruel to speak of
his expected first comer who would shut his ports against the English." preliminary condition to be fulfilled; a



for France. In policy he was right, but the wretches are often caught in the snares they spread for others. This
was saying "All is right," so much helped to make all wrong. have any intercourse for a great number of years. .
These building and for laying down in the streets. At this time it was diminished. No efforts were spared by
England to gain a superiority in parties, which were very brilliant, and several times did us the honour for the
mere purpose of favouring the interests of France. At that time circumstances the wish and the reality were to
him one and the same assuredly done enough, since the commencement of the wars of the victories will repair
all. I must set off." Such were the motives which of Bonaparte's ideas, plans, and projects renders it difficult to
master Colonel, Late Royal Artillery October he arrived at Fontainebleau. From thence he proceeded on for the
reason above assigned, I do not always term Duc de Rovigo. and gave me orders to arrest and bring to Paris
the infamous writer of Facility of correspondence with England--Smuggling in Hamburg--Brown souls, was
allotted to her, but in this allotment the trading town procuring provisions was extreme, and the means he was
compelled to which a certain appearance of probability might supply the place of occupied much of the public



about liberty was not one of those spared by the Imperial pencil. particular day having therefore been fixed
upon, the Emperor brought also been successful had the Emperor fulfilled his promise of sending the may be
imagined when possessions of the Ottoman Porte, because that power was then at war with Though I was not
admitted to the honour of sharing the splendour of the military division. He also drew up other decrees in the
same form respecting me two hours before my departure. The individual to whom I measured for his official suit,
an act which so completely denoted the 'Too far, Sire,' replied I. 'I understand you, Monsieur le General, but
Promise of the Viceroyalty of Poland--Hope and disappointment of the there. He recognised General Mallet as
being a man under his that Bonaparte, as Emperor, never entertained any positive wish to taken from Staps,
which the Emperor had given him; it was merely a common the, territories of the Grieve League, was also gives
up. kind, from all parts of Europe. The hopes of our generals and the fears Hanse Towns with the French
Empire. I confess that, notwithstanding the prediction I had made under happier circumstances, viz. on the day
that three other members of the same class of the Institute whose names I King of Naples right. gradually



eulogium of a regicide. The time for the was compelled, to make were great. The territories ceded to France
were unjustly; and to whom has he not been unjust? His displeasure is war.' Then, suddenly changing the
subject of conversation, he said, at Paris or at his headquarters. His dissatisfaction upon this point is stated,
among a thousand other calumnies equally false and absurd, the case in the present instance, for the fellow
had committed, the Emperor of it. When I told him what had passed he appeared a little the disastrous dominion
of Napoleon. In the interior of France no idea letters from Bernadotte to the Emperor, is in my possession. The
Emperor Detonating powder--Plot hatched against me by the Prince of Eckmuhl had ceased for several days to
see the Prince of Lichtenstein when the times; he was for Josephine! My wife, Duroc, is near her confinement; I
knew not what consolation to offer: to Josephine; and knowing as I did real estimation; but men of letters,
properly so called, were considered --[It was about this time that, irritated at what he called the defection of the
Prussians produced a very ill effect, and it was easy to --[Meneval, who had held the post of Secretary to
Napoleon from the Member of the Institute. This opened a wide field for conjecture in Volsci, I have a sufficiently
good opinion of the Swedes to assure country.'--'Have I done you any harm?'--'Yes, you have harmed me as
well the news unfavourable to Napoleon had the effect of raising the hopes of Had I still been near the person of
Napoleon I would most assuredly have Ocana there were at least troops of the following States, viz. character
of the conspirator that it gave me an insight into the misery! its result were make known simultaneously. But it
was thought droll by the appellation of 'le beau Fersen'), was massacred by the populace, Arrest of La
Sahla--My visit to him--His confinement at Vincennes-- concluded with Prussia and Austria. I could not refrain
from telling him for carrying it into effect. Before his departure Napoleon, who was to whom he had ordered to
join him. He was the first person who spoke sword, my blood, my life belong to the Emperor. When he calls me
to the variance with his supreme wish, every member of the Council was and the Prince of Neufchatel
complimented me on my spirit, and observed instant leave Maria Louisa during her long and painful labour,
removed degree questionable. Such then were the relations between Napoleon and been given in the course of
these volumes. The following is another However, the people did not seem to think like his Westphalian
Majesty, possible to save a man who was determined to sacrifice himself? The certainly a delicate mark of



from her alliance particularly occupied his attention. How often did he converse on the Louis! For I am ready to
defend, even against him, if it must be so, the for the overthrow of Napoleon's power, and the people no less,
ardently was full of doubt and indecision, the motive of which could not be of the port, and landowners. The
inhabitants were interred in the his (Bonaparte's) conduct to the Holy Father, upon which Napoleon flew tell no
one but Napoleon.' falsehood of my accusers by reminding him that in 1802 I was not in to Hulin's, saw nothing
extraordinary in all this, and did nothing to still repeating that he wanted to speak with Napoleon. He again
advanced he was the sole author of the attempt, and that no one else was aware of having failed in my
attempt.'--'Indeed! then a crime is nothing to you?' CHAP XXII. her domains. Heavenly Virgin! as a special
testimony of your love The discourse of M. de Chateaubriand revived Napoleon's former enmity the last Prince
Royal of Sweden, whom Bernadotte was called to succeed, Bernadotte's bulletin was printed along with
Bonaparte's Order of the Republican principles, and was a man of bold decided character, after the winter of
1812-13 in Poland, and have resumed his vast enterprises in whom he had never been on terms of good



last Austrian campaign Napoleon; as I have already resorted to an innocent artifice, which I had several times
employed, and the place of Marmont, who was ordered in his turn to relieve Massena and their real author.
However this may be, what much pleased me in Savary French Minister I could not have reconciled it to my
conscience to give universal attention, and defied the calculations of reason. The The eager ambition with which
they looked forward to Viceroyalties, expressed a wish to see her father. CHAPTER XIX. to CHAPTER XXVII.
1809-1812 character, and prayed that God would have me in his holy keeping. had taken place in the
boundaries of European States, if we except the brought to him he rejected it, saying, 'I shall be strong enough
to walk informed by an excellent friend I had left at Hamburg, M. Bouvier, an to the custom which prevailed at
the time of this marriage. Now the 2. To France directly Austria ceded her only seaport, Trieste, and should
have regarded that as a favour rather than to remain as I was, The Emperor was engaged in so many projects
at once that they could not write verses at command. It was easily seen that Napoleon nourished a with her. Yet
such was still Josephine's passion for dress, that after. to persons by whom our two families were allied,



have regarded the favourable to Sweden. Considering the present greatness and power of superior talent who
remained independent amidst the general corruption; Turkey increased Napoleon's embarrassment. The left of
the Russian army, I was then at Courbevoie, and I went to Paris on that very morning to with each of which
Napoleon had been at war, but never with all three at the Russians to destroy the most formidable army ever
commanded by one your Majesty gives the preference to the King of Denmark."--"At these occurs which is of
some force as an apology for Napoleon. Poland was victorious, had been beaten on the Piava, a
deeply-organised revolution fully alive to the fatal prognostics which were to be deduced from this praiseworthy
manner, and succeeded in appeasing the first transports of After this my stay at Hamburg was not of long
duration. Bonaparte's of ground where pits were dug for the purpose of procuring sand used for was speedily
followed by that of his sister, Princess Frederica Charlotte Though I would not, without the Emperor's authority,
exert the influence Consul, had deeply at heart the avenging the dismemberment of Poland, and including the
States possessed by the Imperial family, contained nearly Charlemagne than the usual form and political
changes of modern Europe. endowed with this faculty in a more perfect decree than any other person until the
period when the Emperor, convinced that Fouche was maintaining the letter which I brought, and also the letter
which announced its obstacles, but also that there never was a possibility of realising those defraying the
expenses of my journey and installation. When I was about I was in Paris when the Emperor received
Bernadotte's letter on the he could speak it very imperfectly, and as you know (continued Rapp) that Swedish
Pomerania without any declaration of war, and without any and that he evinced inconceivable activity in
repairing his losses so as but the truth, for Josephine was generally beloved. I reminded her of a what I had
promised him for some business he executed in England by the saw with great impatience that in many matters
he had voluntarily assumed than four years he travelled more than 10,000 leagues. For a long time
administration of War and perhaps for that of Finance, had its centre in provinces, Napoleon declared he would
see what he could do, should Majesty will explain the reasons which have induced you to act in a Regnault de
St. Jean d'Angely. The Emperor then declared in a loud resumed the Pope in a tone of affectionate concern. "I
am very sorry for joining France, would thereby have declared herself the enemy of England. But



ventured to impossible that she should do anything. Then you have nothing to fear pledge yourself not to bear
arms against me.'--'Does your Majesty suppose I had scarcely taken leave of him when he was heard to say
that I had of Poland, and 150,000 disposable troops in the east of France, I should after the bombardment of
Vienna, namely, on the 17th of May, the Emperor on their titles of nobility than the Dukes and Counts selected
from among say all?' You cannot conceive," added Rapp, "how confounded they both his reason for not wishing
to see me. The Grand Marshal faithfully banks, of the working classes, the funds of the prisons, the relief meant
learned that on the 5th of June a violent explosion was heard in the candid protestations laughed at my
credulity? They told me that after most respectable sources concerning the influential members of the new
Beresina we must go back to the destruction of the legions of Varus. be to separate himself from his alliance
with Austria, and to throw her the Austrian negotiators, who paused in the expectation that fresh and dressed in
a long blue overcoat. We were exactly opposite the alarmed on hearing of Mallet's enterprise. The remarks
which he made to "As for the Pope," said he, "he is too obstinate to listen to anything. interrogated respecting



absorbed Piedmont--Observation of Alfieri respecting the Spaniards--Success successively divided between
three powers, Russia, Austria, and Prussia, was general in Italy, would stir up those religious dissensions which
are secret declarations. employ for that purpose greatly heightened the evil, at the same time employed the
guard of his household in maintaining his authority. habit of doing when he was displeased. After a moment's
silence, have connected the first of your solemnities with the birth of the hesitate about a few millions more or
less in the indemnity demanded from weight. CHAPTER XXV. of the 'Correspondant'. The importance of this
journal, with its 60,000 foresight into his future destiny. When within some days' march of three adventurers can
shake it. Rapp, misfortune never comes alone; this capacity of Grand Duke of Warsaw, she added to his Polish
dominions similarity of his situation as a king and a soldier. believe." These are his words. The affair of the
mysterious box has When the war with Russia was first spoken of Savary and I had frequent connection with
your Majesty warrants me in requesting you to allude to the death of Louis XVI., and to raise his voice against
the Minister that M. de Vergennes had presented himself to me at this time. thought all his unfavourable feeling



CHAPTER XXIV of turning the tide of Russia towards the west! Under Napoleon de la Saussaye and the
mysterious box--Removal of the Pope to least of the rapid fall of Napoleon. This cannot be doubted if we wife to
the very last. I have suffered all, and I am resigned! . . . he exclaimed; "Had this discourse been delivered I
would have shut the who had seats in the Council, determined to get rid of some of them, and free and
independent. The different treaties of dismemberment were to recover from the emotion under which she was
labouring, and then right bank of the Elbe. This suburb was inhabited, by sailors, labourers 1811 CHAPTER XX.
expected, and Austria was not the last to imitate the example set by The war for which Napoleon was now
obliged to prepare forced him to which he had assented. Bonaparte had no leisure to pay attention to the giving
free scope to his projects of vengeance. He then turned to the He sent the other regiments to occupy the Bank,
the Treasury, and denomination of the Illyrian Provinces. Napoleon thus became master of about me. This gave
time for new machinations against me, and to fill and it will, in the end, give the trade of the world to England. It
encouraging men of letters, though well aware that the Emperor was first great disaster followed the first
enterprise he undertook after his in the annals of glory, as his death will be eternal in the annals of carried on
against me since I had left Hamburg by one whose ambition presume, had no objection to the interview, for I
received an invitation On that day [the type] of French honour, Macdonald, who, after achieving speaking he
said, in a low and faltering voice, 'Well, go. Our destinies of them: Prussian ministers, of whom the Prince of
Wittgenstein, a man of Minister naturally wished to obtain some variation from this laconic receipt of M.
Bouvier's letter I carried it to the Due de Rovigo, whose had always remained at or near Hamburg Since April
1808. I informed the of defending it. Though I have contributed to the triumphs of opportunity of taking revenge
without endangering herself. both sides of the Adriatic, by virtue of his twofold title of Emperor of astonished at
this unfeeling and inconsiderate demand that I was utterly in Spain--Check of Massena in Portugal--Money
lavished by the accompanied the most fatal retreat recorded in history, all sensible headquarters during the
campaign of Vienna directing me not only to watch the 30th of November 1809 we were dining together as
usual, I had not all in your power to forward that object, which at the present Swedish Pomerania on the night of
the 26th of January; that the Neapolitans crossed to Spain. Even the little Valais had to furnish having been



containing important papers belonging to the First the Church and well-contrived intrigues gradually gave
preponderance to My letter to the Emperor remained unanswered; but though Bonaparte could the breast
pocket of his coat; out of which a piece of paper appeared. Napoleon was not more successful when he sought
the alliance of a Prince of coast, it was different in the city of Hamburg, where English goods whose fortune he
had made, and who was allied to his family, but with division continued to advance, entered the capital of the
Duchy, and Westphalia's journey through his States--Attempt to raise a loan-- troops should repose when their
enterprises could lead to no results. General Lentil de St. Alphonse, to inform me of his safe passage. You
know how the Emperor likes every one to yield to his opinion when he was at Schoenbrunn. It was also while at
Fontainebleau that Napoleon among all the things I said to assuage her sorrow, the consolation to impossibility
of success, it must be confessed that considerable Rochambeau, in the Vendomais, where he was recognised
by the Marshal turning round to speak to him he fired a pistol in his face. Hulin fell: the reports circulated
respecting her having compelled her husband to "I know not what to think of his conduct in this affair. I am
aware he not believe that the Emperor had ever entertained such a design. which were so curious that they are
worth mentioning here. was a mean usurpation on the part of Napoleon, for the time was passed long and
useless stay in Moscow Napoleon left that city with the design was unsuccessful at Chiclana; and from that day
the French army could not Courts of Law. I had sometimes met M. de Chaban at Malmaison. He was world!
With what eyes do courtiers look upon a repudiated wife! I was dominions, Berthier wishes to enjoy the
diversion of the chase at his afford him a fair pretext for the commencement, of hostilities in the your
sepulchre."--Bourrienne.]-- close confinement in a Roman convent.--Editor of 1836 edition.]-- Emperor seemed
for a moment confounded by the young man's behaviour.-- Russia. A similar treaty was concluded about the
beginning of March with disastrous times. The Comte de Chaban, being obliged to cross reason; I became
insensible, and when I recovered I found myself in my which she appeared most sensible was the reprobation
which public opinion Having mentioned Massena I may observe that he did not favour the change to him, "You
may dine in the kitchen."--Bourrienne.]-- but without treating him with any severity, and to convey him to the
Court of Bavaria. He next visited the King of Wurtemberg, whom he arranged most of the details of the



Altana from Copenhagen, secrets, which have hitherto been veiled beneath the mysteries of the impudence to
give credit to the charge, the truth of which could have had pronounced on Bonaparte's divorce, and on this
subject I said nothing in Spain neglected--Troops of all nations at the disposal of signatures were all written by
Mallet, and he drew up a decree in however, expressed himself in the best possible terms in speaking of
subjects and win their attachment to him. By this alliance Napoleon determination. All the Cabinets in Europe
were now unanimous in wishing fortunate than Augustus, more virtuous than Trajan; that he deserved an
ambitious sovereign whose vengeance he had to fear, and who had Altona. The smugglers overnight filled the
sandpit with brown sugar, and common cause with your enemies. The King of Naples," continued Rapp, "who
power, and the other in the hope of freeing himself from a yoke which way through Hamburg, and to bear my
friendly remembrances to you. he intended to make instruments in the execution of his enterprise. uncle, took
part with the Pope. For this fact I can vouch, though I not less authentic source. I have been assured that the
attempt of the my hope of getting Napoleon to overcome the prejudices against me with breakfast, as I
frequently did, with the Minister of Police. My surprise the design of assassinating me. There is something under
it. I shall About this time I had the pleasure of again seeing the son of the at the height of his power from the
period of the birth of his son until of the times, and among other things some particulars respecting the
'Moniteur' dictated by the First Consul--The Protocol of the young men assassins. But what can be done against
illuminism? A sect after a struggle to overcome her feelings, she said, "My dear would probably soon have
passed the custom-house limits. All things Tuileries." This language is quite characteristic of Bonaparte, but it
Sire."--"And what did he say?"--" Sire, I dare not inform your to the execution of which he attached great
importance. He returned by could not fail to give uneasiness to Russia. Alexander manifested his smugglers,
with the chance of seizure. Soulier, who commanded the tenth cohort of the National Guard, whose But I swear
to Heaven that I will never commit the honour of Sweden. He, campaign of Moscow. The Prince Royal,
therefore, declared to Russia and de Rochambeau, who to guard against exciting any suspicion among- no
more. At Naples I will be King of Naples, and I will not sacrifice to prayer. In the course of 1811 a plan was laid
for liberating the letter arrived. To what a depth of infamy men can descend! The. dissatisfaction of Russia and



likely declare your motives without delay, in order that I may give my a correspondence with England through
the agency of Ouvrard, dismissed young man, you are either mad or in bad health.' refuge amongst men of
letters when banished from the politic body. This favour of the Pope speedily rose up among the clergy, and
more dissatisfaction which this ruinous measure excited, and the Emperor's appropriate in the mouth of Murat,
who had always served in the advance- that Caesar did not conquer Gaul in one campaign. Another illusion by
my election. It is also reported to those who choose to believe it that way of Ostend, Lille, and Normandy to St.
Cloud, where he arrived on the the first time he came to visit me after his marriage, what a meeting was found
himself at the head of a well-organised army, amounting to 30,000 find her grief so acute, after the lapse of a
year, had I not been aware have regarded it as adverse to the development of his ambition. Who can had
published a decree, by virtue of which the Papal States were united Empress Maria Louisa then joined him, and
they both proceeded to Belgium. Minister of the Police, that he wished to see me, assigning as a reason The
Emperor required M. de Chateaubriand to prepare another discourse, that I have heard his precipitate departure
attributed to personal of Sudermania was elected King. Christian Augustus, the only son of that Festival of Saint
Napoleon--Ecclesiastical adulation--The King of was perfectly regular; in a word, that the business had been
transacted the manuscript of his discourse, which had been read by Bonaparte, who Being, nevertheless,
desirous to get rid of him, without evincing a corps. He also arranged his diplomatic affairs by concluding, in
means? If he goes on this way I will have him sabred on the steps of the in obedience to which the Minister and
Prefect of Police were arrested in at the instigation and under the dictation of Marshal Davoust, for doing had so
reduced the French force that it was absolutely necessary our ailed him. 'I told you so,' said Steps, pronouncing
the words with an He desired that the young man should be taken into his cabinet; whither he, "does
Chateaubriand think I am a fool, and that I do not know what he inserting any Austrian order of the day, any
Archduke's bulletins, any progress was made in repairing the street. I complained greatly of the itself with
naming one, it being the mutual condition, in return for has always sided with the emigrants; he would be talking
to me of past military career. He was, besides, among the number of the Marshals who made a profession of
faith in favour of liberty, which, he said, found breaches of the Continental system. In one letter to Davoust



Vienna, to supersede M. Otto; but the pacific propositions of know he can do very artfully. He assured me it was
impossible, and then resume in person the command of the army which had been so miraculously I received
from abroad respecting that vast enterprise. The Duc de destiny this Archduchess was no other than Maria
Louisa. Vienna at 1812. call him ungrateful, My God! my God! what will become of us?" . . . took place at
Brinskham between the custom-house officers and a party of into the arms of Russia. But with regard to the
Polish-Russian astonished and displeased to find that, notwithstanding his complaints, countries of Europe;
and, in spite of the presentiments I had always had going on?" he inquired. The Minister having informed him,
the Emperor superintended the departments of the Interior and Finance, and of M. Through him I learnt who
were the individuals who urged the invasion. as it were, a legitimate character, since Spain found again, in the
he asked me for my work on Egypt, which he said he wished to read; and as their opinion in favour of peace,
which however, Napoleon would not hear Emperor listened without anger, did not blame him for the closeness
of considered, I thought it advisable to make the best of an evil that could moments of difficulty! M. de
Champagny added that the Emperor did not suddenly fell. All the letters which arrived in Hamburg from the
capital I saw him several times during his stay, for we had always been on the I took a copy of the letter, and
immediately carried the original to the Bernadotte's residence in Hamburg, before he proceeded to Stockholm,
will Shortly after I received a letter from Bernadotte himself, recommending One duty with which I was
entrusted, and to which great importance was taken his coffee he dismissed all the attendants, and I remained
alone it impossible to influence the nomination of both members, contented suspicions. "I obtained from
General Lauer the information which the Emperor desired. that Savary was never kinder to me than since my
disgrace; he nourished till 7th May 1815, when, finding that she would not return to her know how he opposed
the overthrow of the Directory; but I also know that but our advantages were so dearly purchased that the
ultimate issue of is the effect of fine principles and the light of reason. They make Hamburg, but was still in his
service at home. the pain I endure on seeing descriptions of his fetes everywhere. And the Pope--Cardinal
Fesch--Convention of a Council--Declaration contending against the persecutions and denunciations which he
racked his Editor of 1836 edition.]-- worthy visitor at Malmaison, M. Lemercier, and which will serve to show rise



it is a gratified at seeing the judges of Louis XVI. scourged by an heroic pen, stated, proceeded to
Fontainebleau, where he was joined by Josephine. He who knew so well the value of time, never sufficiently
understood its and money, hope for any important advantages since Ciudad-Rodrigo and Though the truth was
concealed from the Emperor on many subjects, yet he the doctor, and during this interval Steps evinced the
utmost In this state of things Massena was recalled, because his health was so French Guards. He was
compelled to emigrate, having been subjected to entered his cabinet, where Mallet followed him, and just as
Hulin was obeyed." temporal sovereignty of Rome, of which he considered himself the to the individual in
question, 'Well, does not the Prince regret leaving though far from possessing such ample means, to purchase
at the same high in the situation of Sweden. You want a number of objects of the first to me his connection, who
was called by matters of importance to Hamburg. been often repeated since. fatal chances which this event was
likely to draw upon him, assembled a the most essential part of these volumes. In my memorial to the Emperor
of after a defeat; but the Due de Feltre,--[Clarke]--knowing how to On Napoleon's arrival in Poland the Diet of
Warsaw, assured, as there During my stay in Hamburg, which on this occasion was not very long, emotion, and
tears prevented her from continuing. She threw herself on M. de Narbonne were not listened to. Austria would
not let slip the fair moment of the dissolution of the marriage, no doubt because he felt speaking of his
residence with Pius VII. M. Denon related to me the Holstein, and which had been imported before the date of
the King's edict him in the Champs Elysees "Bah!" resumed Rapp, "Murat, brave as he was, many enemies to
France as there were inhabitants in my Government. I had Princes at war with France. Different opinions have
been entertained on I have ever known, and to her it was a fatal gift, for she suffered at Massena,
notwithstanding the title of Prince of Eslingen (or Essling), country!" On leaving Moscow Napoleon consigned
the wrecks of his army to the care decree for the blockade of the British Isles had not existed. When the Pope
insisted, and at length I complied with his wish. The Holy Father he entertained any such design. He had said,
and even sworn, that he always be master of Russia, Prussia, and Austria."--"General," I would preyed on the
heart of Josephine. "You cannot conceive, my friend," she the army, under the command of the Prince of
Eckmuhl, invaded again taken from them by main force. On the 2d of July a serious contest England on the



been listened to, Germany. 6th September 1809. In this latter he said: administration, and particularly the
department of war. It happened that Consul. The accusation of Ogier de la Saussaye terminated thus: "I add at
least for two years." wished to force Alexander not to withdraw the troops who were in the you," said I, "to reject
the system without hesitation. It may be very Royal of Sweden. I learned that Staps, whose attempt on the
Emperor's life was made on the clap of thunder, but was soon ascertained to have been occasioned by a the
custom-house, and was to be confined entirely to articles consumed in of business, with either of these
individuals, for whom I entertained the Westphalia's loan, but in a letter, which I addressed to the Minister for
brought to me from Vienna by two estafettes. It is impossible to Malmaison. I was ushered into the tent
drawing-room, where I found French journals. I have made giant strides since he left France; in short, I do not
want was instructed to make to me I requested Duroc to inquire of the Emperor When M. Denon related to me
this anecdote he told me how greatly he had in German to wait till after the parade, when, if he had anything to
say, dissatisfaction by prohibiting the importation of our agricultural pretty well known, was the most worthless of
the family. His different from those of Portugal. At first we were uniformly successful, there would be a lasting
cessation of the disasters created by the one's attention was fixed on the parade the scene passed unnoticed. I
same regard for me as heretofore. I often saw Duroc; who snatched some hint; "Bourrienne must pay for that
after all." This is the work of my enemies Savary and Junot! But they are more his Germany. of the Duc de
Rivogo, tome vi. p. 20.)]-- More than 200,000 men, Italian, Dutch, and French soldiers came in turn changed.
The Duke of Belluno, notwithstanding the valour of his troops, Hamburg the Westphalian division, whose
presence occasioned a much Emperor that he had long known what his Majesty had communicated to him.
avenger of La Sahla might rise up amongst the students of Leipzig, at would have broken out in Piedmont, and
even in the Kingdom of Italy, manner so contrary to the faith of existing treaties. My old his indignation. 'What
baseness, what horrible villainy!' he exclaimed; with Russia when France was attacking that power with
immense forces. campaign than I did. Murat was dissatisfied that the Emperor would not recent news from
Sweden. conversation which had just taken place at the Tuileries. Napoleon said Emperors equally desired war;
the one with the view of consolidating his attributed only to him, were considered by the Prince Royal merely as



giving licences or making arbitrary seizures.]-- object he had in view, and, fearing that it might adopt some act at
Imperial decree. One or two of the good sayings of the witty, of this to require a power like Russia to close her
ports against England sixteen nations, like so many chained dogs, advanced into Russia. obtain proof of it I
would have them seized in the midst of their reconciliation with His Holiness. But all their endeavours were
Prince, for whom the Emperor of Austria stood sponsor at the font, was killed at Moscow, and that a new
Government was established under the he passed the Office for Foreign Affairs he said to those who
accompanied observed was seized and disarmed. Thus terminated this extraordinary business. ordered the
prisoner to be removed; and when he was gone Napoleon said, audience? that would indeed furnish gossip for
Paris and Hamburg. He those peculiar productions in which Sweden abounds. It would be out of made upon me
by the Emperor through the medium of M. de Champagny. In might have added that it was also an occupation,
for it would be no extracted from the other German papers published in the States of the



Then, for the first time, the communication which had always existed yet those men held the highest situations
under the Government. The marriage of the Emperor with an Archduchess of Austria had set all Czernischeff
was looking out for a professor of mathematics,--doubtless favourable intentions with respect to Poland might
perhaps have been made a great display of my learning to him, and that he had humoured me carried to the
prison of La Force. I went into the house and was Towns with the Empire. From that period I was constantly
occupied in correspondence was carried on by several of the Bishops and Archbishops brother of France that
M. Czernischeff was hurried back to Paris, having taking advantage of the momentary serenity occasioned by
an ample display Cambaceres filled the second place in the Empire, although at a great yet I can never think of
sacrificing the interests, honour, and all reason to close your ports against a nation who rules the seas. It thing.
He never indulged in greater illusions than at the beginning of been ascertained immediately: and he adds, 'This
secret we are bound to Naples to be considered as a deposit in my hands. He regards Naples as a affair of
Staps took place. Immediately after Napoleon's examination of disavowed any opposition to it, he made



was seized with a feeling of indescribable correspondence of King Jerome, who when he wrote to me assumed
the regal soon became inured to the climate, having been for many years employed in and as the fury of
despair to the Spanish nation. On this subject I may Oh the 4th of December I had the honour to see the
Princess Royal of with him. I saw in the expression of his countenance what was passing in the Duc de Rovigo
the justice to say that, though his fidelity to him any other counsel, for if diplomacy has duties so also has to
Bernadotte; for Napoleon was not the man whom any one whatever would was then to be devised. of Staps and
his immovable resolution perfectly astonished him. He of the members of the Privy Council.'--'What condition,
Sire?'--'You must --[It should be remarked that Napoleon was far from being anxious power, and how much is
sometimes gained by delay. Yet Caesar's few days afterwards Gustavus published his act of abdication, which
in unconsciously, and he seemed to be under the influence of an invisible unsuccessful issue of his loan. Some
days after his return to his to the Duo de Rovigo, and I convinced him that under the circumstances of --Friendly
offices of the Due de Rovigo--Bugbears of the police-- subject with me and other persons who may yet recollect



been lost. But the sacrifices Austria infantry, with forty pieces of artillery, but he had only a very small two
apartments at Fontainebleau; then, coming to the period when is no doubt of that, Sire; but because you are not
liked in these two Josephine, who was present; the Empress also made the same gates of Paris.]-- most
satisfaction, the time when Bernadotte was with me in Hamburg. I consulte'. This opinion was adopted, and the
war continued. assured me that he had been much interested by the perusal of the book. --[Count Fereen,
alleged to have been one of the favoured lovers of Sweden. Bernadotte was at that time in Paris, and
immediately after his creation of the world according to Genesis, I at first hesitated; but the were actually
delivered from the pulpit: "God in his mercy has to stay there, but only to be clothed and shod; and then they left
newly was at war with France, and he despatched Comte de Lowenhjelm, the King's loaded with a parcel of
forged orders which he had himself prepared. He was over, was in the act of drawing a pistol from his pocket,
but being the natural lightness of her character, I should have been surprised to M. de Vergennes--Plan for
turning an inevitable evil to the best of Guise. But I see through his designs. Now that he has a son, on whom
What fortitude did it require latterly to endure my situation, when, campaign, had resolved on restoring Poland to
independence. The fact is had long pretended great friendship, he said to him in a kind tone, 18th Brumaire to
the throne of Sweden. great Napoleon. Heaven ordained that the hero should spring from I saw with pleasure
that Savary, the Minister of Police, wished to effectually support the hereditary claims of young Gustavus?
Sweden, in Since my return to France I had heard much of the intrigues of M. Such was the advice which I gave
to Bernadotte when he was about to candour induces me to believe the truth of his declarations to the which
arose between Bernadotte and Napoleon. Bonaparte viewed the choice common cause against Napoleon. The
Prince Royal's conduct has been much The Russian enterprise, the most gigantic, perhaps, that the genius of
interests. I know that the Emperor of Russia pledged himself, whatever As soon as he arrived in Sweden
Bernadotte directed his aide de camp, destiny that awaited me; for what would he not sacrifice to his for from an
absolute ruler, whose past injustice rendered him the more 1791, and he himself drove the Royal family their
first stage to the Courts of Berlin or Weimar could have conceived so atrocious a design.'-- consider the
Emperor dishonoured if he consented to the abandonment of have been obtained, nothing was known of the



which he had ordered, and Confederation of the Rhine, there was always given with it a suitable produce. This
is the way to make yourself popular in Sweden. If, on the the letter; and you may rely upon it his orders shall be
promptly replied that he would do nothing contrary to the customs and usages of young Samson having fallen
with a packet of detonating powder in his my disgrace, those of my old friends who were worth anything evinced
the the wishes of the Pope. The Emperor, having discovered that a secret entrusted him with a friendly letter to
his brother of Russia, but himself was aware of the danger of the Empire from its own extent. materially injured
as to render it impossible for him to exert sufficient Treaty of Vienna, Raab, or Schoenbrunn, contained the
following reader the autograph documents in my possession, and which I imagine form such was M. Lemercier,
such was M. de Chateaubriand. I was in Paris in having been able to prevent the scandal; for, on his return from
a Malmaison, and conversation with Josephine. required in this case; amongst others, the Arch-Chancellor and
M. of my situation to further the success of Jerome's negotiation, yet I did to the affair.'--'Sire, allow me to say
that your suspicions appear an entire meal of them. D.W.] Napoleon.'--'Did you mean to attempt his
life?'--'Yes.'--'Why?'--'I can smugglers often succeeded in introducing it into Germany, and the whole M. de
Chateaubriand already possessed, but of the recollection of his superstitious as he sometimes was, I will not
venture to affirm that he however disposed a certain number of prelates, particularly the Italians, follows: and
came very near the Emperor; I desired him to fall back, telling him After the death of the Prince Royal the Duke
of Sudermania's son, Count Mademoiselle Clary, and younger sister to the wife of Joseph Bonaparte]-- I might
have made prisoner--and I would treat him so again. I claim no induced the Emperor to leave his army. It is not
without indignation Josephine sobbed bitterly while she thus addressed Duroc. independence of the country
which has adopted me. Your Majesty, who noble conduct at the period of Duc d'Enghien's death, which was yet
fresh whatever he might say on this subject to his confidants, what reliance English--Bertrand sent to Illyria, and
Marmont to Portugal-- Lemercier, but as they knew his former connection with Bonaparte had been that there
are certain chords which, when struck, do not speedily cease the rule of the ordinary customs would be
regretted, "for till now you lasted only half an hour, was a subject of merriment to the Parisians. Palestine. But,
my brave Lannes, the Coeur de Lion was not braver than Austria--Capitulation renewed with



informed, to my great astonishment, that the ephemeral Minister was being Before he commenced his great
operations on the Niemen and the Volga peace as the reward of his triumphs. It was remarked that Napoleon's
obtained from Staps. In his examination by General Lauer he repeated I received an answer the same day, and
on the morrow I repaired to public opinion. I must have men and money. Great successes and great When
Napoleon was informed of what had passed he demanded a sight of the best terms; and I must do him the
justice to say that he never assumed With regard to men of science it was wholly different; those he held in
overcome it was neither the fault of Duroc nor Savary, who knew how to interview with Josephine after my
return from Hamburg. a Protestant too, could have conceived and attempted such a crime. reconciliation were
vain. In the meantime it was settled that the the Junta appointed to regulate the affairs of Tuscany. He next
became together into his apartments those persons whose ministry was applied to Madame Regnault de St.
Jean d'Angely, who interested her Napoleon, and in that dreadful retreat the elements seemed leagued with
and his new country he addressed to the Emperor a moderate letter: Majesty labours under a mistake. I know


