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Nj Gambi
Isatou walks with her chin frozen.

Fat mindrops pelt her bare arms. Her face
hides in the shadow of a palm-leaf basker,
and her neck stings with every step.

Warm scents of burning wood and

bubbling peanut stew drift past. Her
village is close now. She lifts her nose
1o catch the smell.
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in bright blue or black plastic bags. Children slurp water
and wanjo from tiny holes poked in clear bags. Market
trays fill with minties wrapped in minbows of plastic.
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Years pass and Isatou grows into a woman. She
barely notices the ugliness growing around her . . .

until the ugliness finds its way to her.
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Goats scamper past. They forage through the

trash for food. Her feet stop. She knows too much

o ignome it now,
Holding her breath, she plucks one plastic bag
from the pi
Then two.
Then ten.
Then a hundred.




*Let's wash them,” says Fatim, pulling out
‘oma soap. Maram grabs a bucket, and Incha
fetches water from the well. Peggy finds
clothespins, and they clip the washed bags
on the line.
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in the village 1 s ' ! But [ believe

what we are d
The women crochet by candlelight, away from those

who mock them . ..




Fingers sore and blistered, Isatou hauls
the recycled purses to the city.
One person laughs at her.
‘Then two.
‘Then ten.




One woman lays dalasi coins
on the table. She chooses a purse
and shows it to one friend.
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