CHAPTER 4

NEW AMERICANS:
THE IMMIGRANTS

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

One day in August 1921, the artist Joseph Pennell was walking in the Lower East Side of
New York City. He wandered into a street of houses that were trimmed with ornate carv-

ingwuldjngs,\‘gp\c}w_ironwork, all products of old craft traditions. Pennell was at once

taken with the beauty of the architecture and disturbed by the people in the neighbor-
hood. He wrc’)te’tb hi_s‘friend Cass Gilbert, a renp,w_ﬁ_ﬁd.,.architect, that the beauty of the
buildings was “destroyed by the tribe of mongrels, the spewings out of niggers, dagoes,
Chinese, and Greeks who herd in them and make by millions the new Americans.” None-
theless, Pennell advised Gilbert to go there: “If you can stand the stink and sight of your
fellow countrymen and women though they aren’t mostly naturalized and can geta police
permit to see the dens where they herd and breed, you might get some marble pieces.” An ar-
chitect like Gilbert, in other words, could extract artwork from these people’s homes and
reuse it in buildings located in more respectable neighborhoods. Pennell added as an af-

terthought that there was no danger that anyone in the neighborhood might object; “as

there are no Jews there, these people don't know the things have any value.”
It was not uncommon for Americans in this era to think of those from other lands as

“spewings,” to comment on how they smelled, or to mention their “herding” and “breed-
ing,” terms usually reserved for animals. The inscription on the newly erected Statue of
Liberty, after all, referred to immigrants as “wretched refuse,’ hardly a compliment to the
parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents of so many of us. Nativism, racism, and..
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xenophobia have been long and enduring in American culture. Pennell’s letter merely

tapped into resurgent prejudices,
Nevertheless, it would be a mistake to see such attitudes as fixed and immutable. Ethnic

stereotypes may range from tasteless jokes to vicious images that are used to justify vio-
lence. The intensity of prejudice varies with such circumstances as economic conditions,

competition for jobs, the degree of closeness in which people of different groups live to
each other, and the amount of contact over time they share with each other. By 1880, for

example, few Americans had encountered Polish people, but nearly everyone was familiar
with the racist stereotypesb.«ofAfrica‘D“Amfi..l..'i..c..?}ﬂi},}}ﬁ?_ infused popular culture. Prejudice
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may be enduring, but its pervasiveness:

across time and place.

ives. The logic 1s €1f
ition ab

s how everyone felt. ‘
rless before the ideas that control them. But o

i kes them § ' ] '
for it ma . ply is not trué; the history of ideas is neve;
-k derives from the age-old stereotype

wealth, power, and so forth. In the

their sting1ness:
re reduced to a simple and

ession with money, o
and religion 4

of Jews' alleged obs ir
le’s history: traditions,

stereotype, an entire peop

pernicious cluster of prejudices.

very different.

his Spirit of the Ghetto (1902), “is generally suppose.d to be a place of poverty, dirt, igno-
rance, and immorality. . .. But the unpleasant aspect 1s not the subject of the following

<ketches.” Philanthropists, sociologists, and reformers might enter ethnic neighborhoods
to document the immigrants’ debasement, but Hapgood was attracted by “the charm [he]

felt in men and things there.” By not reducing Jewish immigrant culture to poverty

depravity, or stereotypes, Hapgood could explore the rich cultural life that Jews created

in America.
The hi . . .
e history of America, of course, is the history of immigrants. But the half-cent
: -century

en the late 1870s and the late 1920s—by which date new legal restrictions.and
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went overseas to Lati :
mal:z),n was an internatiortll:l l;‘:::ma’ Canada, or especially the United States; but immi-
: omenon rooted 1 . i . :
. without the means to make a living ed in economic dislocations that left mil-
e majority of the new immi |
f éxﬂlies stz:}’ed)t,)ehind (E;:;\ilsn migrants were men; they came in search of jobs while their
a use political “perse;cut-  THOTE than other ethnic groups, migrated as whole families
beca ion in eastern Europe gave them little hope of a decent life

. Chinese women, O :
e: n the other hand, were forbidden to enter the United States, SO
lroads

grat
lion

ther
chinese men often settled in all-male work camps to mine gold or to build the rai

West.) Many intended to remain in America—or in whatever country they found
work-'—-only long enough to send money home to secure the survival of their families 1n
the o}d country. In.som.e years, half as many people returned to Europe as came 10
America. Moreover: 1.mm1grants tended to come in patterns that demographers call cnain
migrations. T he decision to go was not made randomly by individuals; rather, extended
€1,

lies, neighbors, and even whole towns migrated within a few years of each ot

fam1
gether. The Chinatowsns,

sold their labor together, and settled into new communities to
Little Italys, and other ethnic neighborhoods were the result ot people’s need to heip one

.nother economically, to maintain their language and culture, and to defend themseives

from prejudice.
Despite occasional recessions, America’s economy boomed during this era, providing
y unskilled, exploitable

plenty of work to lure the newcomers. But immigrants were mostl
labor, easily replaced by others if they started to organize and make demands. In New York
to-wear industry; in Pittsburgh mills, Poles

<weatshops, Jews sewed garments for the ready-

red steel; on California ranches, Mexicans picked the cr

pou
Greeks shined businessmen’s shoes. Most worked brutally
lived with the fear that new workers might undercut

or less than subsistence wages. All
d conditions that caused tens of thousands to die

their wages, and they labored in horri
ded slums, mines caved in, explosions

prematurely every year. Epidemics swept the crow
rocked the mills, construction workers fell from shoddy scaftoldings, and tenements

burned to the ground. Prejudice and fear prevented many Americans from recognizing the
human tragedy before their eyes. The relative powerlessness of immigrants—their difficul-
ties communicating across ethnic boundaries, their need to keep jobs, and their sheer ex-
haustion from overwork—too often kept them from organizing effectively to resist

Oppression.
the immigrants made a life for themselves and

All of their hardships notwithstanding,
their children. Perhaps it is more accurate to say that, to survive the hardships, they knew
that they must stick together and cling to their old ways. In ethnic communities, they sang
the songs, played the games, and told the stories of the old country. Extended families re-
inforced distinctive gender roles, foodways, languages, and other cultural patterns. The
new immigrants built churches, especially Catholic churches, since the majority of them
Polish Catholicism differed

were of that faith. They worshiped 1n their own unique ways;
markedly from Italian Catholicism, as did the Greek Orthodox from the Russian
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rion, and community leaders
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flourished. . , . .
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rassed to exploit them.
with hatred of America’s preju
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The documents in this chapter give a sense of the complexity of the immigrant experience. There

are interviews with three immigrants—one Italian, one Chinese, and one Jewish—that appeared
e

;Zfeii?erlsst i:l(')ew e‘(;;lt]::l qt%CSthn.s were. asked by the representative of the magazine or how the
voices 2nd 10 Elimpse i ;thplece_s give us the rare opportunity to hear the immigrants’ own
Tacob Riis’s famous book ey viewed themseflves. Preceding each interview is a portion of

ook How the Other Half Lives (1890). Riis was a Danish immizramo Svl?o

became a journali :
st and a social reformer. Bef :
he had suffered . Before his success and fame in mi
se L middl
ccornomic depress.vere i£>(l)jverty and alienation shortly after he migrated to Am - ageb RORETEL
10N O R erica. '
York unemployed hometle:sw?(:is, w.hfzn he was in his twenties, Riis wandered the str e:nnfgl\lthe
, and suicidal. He was saved by a job as a police reporter f 5?1 New
rter for the New

York Tribune. F
. For the rest of
- the century, he wrote about the city’s | -
. | e city's impoverished lower Manhattan
espite his own experi
erien ; ' -
p ce of immigration and poverty, Riis was by no m holl
' eans wholly sym-

pathetic to the
, people he wrote ab
stink and the out and photographed
povert phed. He hat '
y of lower Manhattan, but he hated these et?lit:gesd“t indihe aﬂarCh};; o
as a man running irom

something in hi
m .
s.elves, s0 he readily fastened ont Ostly.the Immigrants’ degradation, barely th
. 0 ethnic stereotypes to describe the ‘ d f y e PR
m and focused on the mate-
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Certainly a Pcllztu;esqui, if not very tic%y, element  who prey upon him put it once, it “would be down-
has b?en.a © o the POp}Jlatlon In the “as-  right sinful not to take him in.” His ignorance and
iisted” Italian immigrant who claims so large a share unconquerable suspicion of strangers dig the pit

of public attention, partly because he keeps comingat into which he falls. He not only knows no word
such a tremendous rate, but chiefly because he elects of English, but he does not know enough to learn.

ro stay in New Yo‘rk, or near enough for it to serve as Rarely only can he write his own language. Unlike

his base of operations, and here promptly reproduces  the German, who begins learning English the day
conditions of destitution and disorder which, set in he lands as a matter of duty, or the Polish Jew, who

‘he frame-work of Mediterranean exuberance, are the takes it up as soon as he is able as an investment,
delight of the artist, but in a matter-of-fact American the Italian learns slowly, if at all. Even his boy, born
community become its danger and reproach. The re- here, often speaks his native tongue indifferently.
production is made easier in New York because he He is forced, therefore, to have constant recourse to
finds the material ready to hand in the worst of the the middle-man who makes him pay handsomeiy
slum tenements; but even where it is not he soon re-  at every turn. He hires him out to the railroad con-
duces what he does find to his own level, if allowed tractor, receiving a commission from the employer
to follow his natural bent. The Italian comes in at as well as from the laborer, and repeats the per-
the bottom, and in the generation that came over formance monthly, or as often as he can have him
the sea he stays there. In the slums he is welcomed dismissed. In the city he contracts for his lodging,
as a tenant who “makes less trouble” than the con- subletting to him space in the vilest tenements at ex-
tentious Irishman or the order-loving German, that tortionate rents, and sets an example that does not
is to say: is content to live in a pig-sty and submits lack imitators. The “princely wages” have vanished
to robbery at the hands of the rent-collector without ~ with his coming, and in their place hardships and
murmur. Yet this very tractability makes of him in a dollar a day, [along] with the padrone’s merciless

good hands, when firmly and intelligently managed, mortgage, confront him. Bred to even worse fare, he
takes both as a matter of course, and, applying the

areally desirable tenant. . . .
Recent Congressional inquiries have shown the maxim that it is not what one makes but what he
saves that makes him rich, manages to turn the very

nature of the “assistance” he receives from greedy
steamship agents and “bankers,” who persuade him  dirt of the streets into a hoard of gold, with which he
by false promises to mortgage his home, his few be- either returns to his Southern home, or brings over
longings, and his wages for months to come for a his family to join in his work and in his fortunes the
ticket to the land where plenty of work is to be had at  next season. . . .
princely wages. The padrone—the “banker” is noth- Like the Chinese, the Italian is a born gambler.
Ing else—having made his ten per cent. out of him  His soul is in the game from the moment the cards
€N route, receives him at the landing and turns him  are on the table, and very frequently his knife is in it
lo double account as a wage-earner and a rent-payer.  too before the game is ended. No Sunday has passed
In each of these roles he is made to yield a profit in New York since “the Bend” became a suburb of
Naples without one or more of these murderous af-

o his unscrupulous countryman, whom he trusts
frays coming to the notice of the police. As a rule that

Implicitly with the instinct of utter helplessness.
The man s so ignorant that, as one of the sharpers happens only when the man the game went against is
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Image 4.1 Jacob Riis, “In the Home of an Italian Ragpicker

 Jersey Street” (c. 1890)
Source: Museum of the City of New York. 90.13.2.128

With all his conspicuous faults, the swarthy
[talian immigrant has his redeeming traits. He 1s
as honest as he js hot-headed. There are no Italian
burglars in the Rogues’ Gallery; the ex-brigand toils
beacefully with pickaxe and shovel on American

ground. . . . The women are faithful wives and de-
voted mothers. Their Viv

lend a tinge of color to ¢

0 of the slumg they inha
, 1
count squared Nd the ac .hearted and,

Id and picturesque costumes
he otherwise dull monotony
bit. The Italian is gav, light
I his fur is not stroked the wrong wav
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2. "THE BIOGRAPHY OF A BOOTBLACK” (1902)

ROCCO CORRESCA

| (The story of Rocco Corresca is presented almost as he

olditto a representative of The Independent. There are
-hanges of language and some suppressions, but
qo change of meaning has been made. The ideas
and statements of fact are all his, and, astonishing
45 it may seem to Americans, much of the experi-
once is typical of thousands of Italians who come

10 this country penniless and make their fortunes,
though beginning as low down in the scale as the
narrator. Rocco is known to many people as “Joe.”
He claims that he has always been known as R:cco
but that the name Corresca was given him when he
went aboard the ship that brought him here. It was
entered on the books. He has since kept it for offi-
cial purposes and proposes to be known by it in the
future. —Editor.]

When I was a very small boy I lived in Italy in a
large house with many other small boys, who were
all dressed alike and were taken care of by some
nuns. It was a good place, situated on the side of the
mountain, where grapes were growing and melons
and oranges and plums.

They taught us our letters and how to pray and
say the catechism, and we worked in the fields during
the middle of the day. We always had enough to eat
and good beds to sleep in at night, and sometimes
there were feast days, when we marched about wear-

ing flowers.

Those were good times and they lasted till I was
nearly eight years of age. Then an old man came and
said he was my grandfather. He showed some papers
and cried over me and said that the money had
‘Ome at last and now he could take me to his beauti-
tul home. He seemed very glad to see me and after
they looked at his papers he took me away and we
Went to the big city—Naples. He kept talking about
his beautify] house, but when we got there it was
2 dark cellar that he lived in and I did not like it at

al. Very rich people were on the first floor. They had

carriages and servants and music and plenty of good
things to eat, but we were down below in the cellar
and had nothing. There were four other boys in the
cellar and the old man said they were all my broth-
ers. All were larger than I and they beat me at first till
one day Francisco said that they should not beat me
any more, and then Paulo, who was the largest of all,
fought him till Francisco drew a knife and gave him
a cut. Then Paulo, too, got a knife and said that he
would kill Francisco, but the old man knocked them
both down with a stick and took their knives away

and gave them beatings.

Each morning we boys all went out to beg and
we begged all day near the churches and at night
near the theatres, running to the carriages and
opening the doors and then getting in the way of
the people so that they had to give us money or walk
over us. The old man often watched us and at night
he took all the money, except when we could hide
something. . ..

Then the old man said to me: “If you don't want

CRIRS Seeoge v wgpenirvens S

to be a thief you can be a cripple. That is an easy life

——— Bk D - e M

and they make a great deal of money.”

[ was frightened then, and that night I heard
him talking to one of the men that came to see him.
He asked how much he would charge to make me a
good cripple like those that crawl about the church.
They had a dispute, but at last they agreed and the
man said that I should be made so that people would
shudder and give me plenty of money.

I was much frightened, but I did not make a
sound and in the morning I went out to beg with
Francisco. I said to him: “I am going to run away. I
don't believe "Tony is my grandfather . ..and I don't
want to be a cripple, no matter how much money the
people may give.”

“Where will you go?” Francisco asked me.

‘I don’t know,” I said; “somewhere.”

He thought awhile and then he said: “I will g0, t00."
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d begged from

So we ran away out of the city an
We came 1O d

the country people as we went along.
village down by the sea and 2 long way from Naples

and there we found some fshermen and they took

The chief fisherman, whose name was Ci.guaano,
had a daughter, Teresa, who was Very beautiful, an;d(
tho she was two years younger than [, she could C0O
and keep house quite well. She was a kind, .good girl
and he was a good man. When we told him about

the old man who told us he was our grandfather, the
fsherman said he was an old rascal who should be 1n
prison for life. Teresa cried much when she heard that

he was going to make me a cripple. Ciguciano said
that all the old man had taught us was wrong—that
it was bad to beg, to steal and to tell lies. He called in

the priest and the priest said the same thing and was
very angry at the old man in Naples, and he taught us
to read and write in the evenings. He also taught us
our duties to the church. . ..
We grew large and strong with the fisherman
and he told us that we were getting too big for him,
that he could not afford to pay us the money that we

were worth. He was a fine, honest man—one in a
thousand.

America—that it was a far off country where every-
body was rich and that Italians went there and made

plent}f of money, so that they could return to [taly
and live in pleasure ever after

d could not do much work. Then we goth

€l
went up above and looke( , tep

bom.

prised. How could the people tell where tg -

there was no land to steer by? . ..
we were all landed on an island and the h

When

C
was our uncle and would take care of us. He brougy,
t

two other men who swore that they knew ys i i
-nd that Bartolo was our uncle. I had never seep, any
of them before, but even then Bartolo might pe o
uncle, so I did not say anything. The bosses f thi
island let us go out with Bartolo after he had p, de

the oath.
We came to Brooklyn to a wooden hoyge in

Adams Street that was full of Italians from Naples
Bartolo had a room on the third floor and there were
fifteen men in the room, all boarding with Bartg]
He did the cooking on a stove in the middle of the
room and there were beds all around the sides, gpe
bed above another. It was very hot in the room, byt
we were soon asleep, for we were very tired.

The next morning, early, Bartolo told us to go out
and pick rags and get bottles. He gave us bags and
hooks and showed us the ash barrels. On the streets
where the fine houses are the people are very careless
and put out good things, like mattresses and umbrel-
las, clothes, hats and boots. We brought all these to
Bartolo and he made them new again and sold them
on the sidewalk: but mostly we brought rags and
bones. The rags we had to wash in the back yard and
fhen we hung them to dry on lines under the ceiling
‘our room. The bones we kept under the beds till
Bartolo could find a man to buy them.

Most of the men in our room worked at dig

pﬁid nim about one quarter of their wages. Then he
charged them for board and he bought the clothes for

t
hem, too. So they got little money after all.

10 Mmatter how mych “}: Was so high that he could not make anything
C:ltl - Was really making plenty. He was what they
et s now a very rich man. The mel
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,t were living with him had just come to the coun.
oy and could not speak English. They had all been

cent by the young man we met in Italy. Bartolo told us
Jll that we must work for him and that if we did not

he poliCC would come and put us in prison.

He gave us Very little money, and our clothes
some of those that were found on the street. Still

4 enough to eat and we had meat quite often

which wé never had in Italy. Bartolo got 1t from the'
butcher.--the meat that he could not sell to the other
people—--—-bllt it was quite good meat. Bartolo cooked
.+ in the pan while we all sat on our beds in the even-
ing. Then he cut it into small bits and passed the pan

were
we ha
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worked for the bootblack and we were soon able to
make the best polish.

Then we thought we would go into business and

we got a basement on Hamilton avenue, near the

Ferry, and put four chairs in it. We paid $75 for the
chairs and all the other things. We had tables and
looking glasses there and curtains. We took the
papers that have the pictures in and made the place
high toned. Outside we had a big sign that said: The
Best Shine for Ten Cents. Men that did not want 10

pay ten cents could get a good shine for five cents,

but it was not an oil shine. We had two boys help-
ing us and paid each of them fifty cents a dav. The
rent of the place was $20 a month, s0 the expenses

sround, saying:
«see what I do for you and yet you are not glad.

 am too kind a man, that is why I am so poor.”

we were with Bartolo nearly a year, but some of
our countrymen who had been in the place a long
rime said that Bartolo had no right to us and we
could get work for a dollar and a half a day, which,

when you make it lire (the Italian currency) is very
much. So we went away one day to Newark and
got work on the street. Bartolo came after us and
made a great noise, but the boss said that if he did
not go away soon the police would have him. Then

he went, saying that there was no justice in this

country.
We paid a man five dollars each for getting us the

work and we were with that boss for six months. He
was Irish, but a good man and he gave us our money
every Saturday night. We lived much better than with
Bartolo, and when the work was done we each had
nearly $200 saved. Plenty of the men spoke English
and they taught us, and we taught them to read and
write. That was at night, for we had a lamp 1n our
room, and there were only five other men who lived
in that room with us. . . .

When the Newark boss told us that there was
no more work Francisco and I talked about what we
would do and we went back to Brooklyn to 2 saloon

near Hamilton Ferry, where we got a job cleaning it
out and slept in a little room upstairs. T here was a
bootblack named Michael on the corner and when
[ had time 1 helped him and learned the business.
Francisco cooked the lunch in the saloon and he, too,

were very great, but we made money from the begin-

ning. We slept in the basement, but got our meazls in
the saloon till we could put a stove in our piace, 2

then Francisco cooked for us all. That would not do,
tho, because some of our custorners said that they did

not like to smell garlic and onions and red herrings.
[ thought that was strange, but we had to do what
the customers said. So we got the woman who lived
upstairs to give us our meals and paid her $1.50 a
week each. She gave the boys soup in the middle of

the day—five cents for two plates. . ..
We had said that when we saved $1,000 each

we would go back to Italy and buy a farm, but now
that the time is coming we are so busy and making
so much money that we think we will stay. We have
opened another parlor near South Ferry, in New

York. We have to pay $30 a month rent, but the busi-
d. The boys in this place charge sixty

cents a day because there is so much work.

There are plenty of rich Italians here, men who
a few years ago had nothing and now have so much
money that they could not count all their dollars in
2 week. The richest ones go away from the other Ital-

ians and live with the Americans. . . .
[ am nineteen years of age now and have $700

saved. Francisco 1s twenty-one and has about $900.
We shall open some more parlors soon. [ know an
[talian who was a bootblack ten years ago and now
bosses bootblacks all over the city, who has so much
money that if it was turned into gold it would weight

more than himself. . . -

ness is very goo
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Image 4.2 Jacob Riis, “The
Official Organ of Chinatown”
(c. 1890)

Source: Museum of the City of New York.
90.13.2.128
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jtall, @8 he puts on American clothes, with what the
Politicans would call an ulterior motive, some sort of
gain in the near prospect—washing, a Christian wife

perhaps, anything he happens to rate for the moment
,bove his cherished pigtail.

gtealth and secretiveness are as much part of the
| Cchinamarn in New York as the cat-like tread of his felt
shoes. His business, as his domestic life, shuns the

light, less because there is anything to conceal than
hecause that is the way of the man. Perhaps the at-
itude Of American civilization toward the stranger

whom it invited in, has taught him that way. At any
cate, the very doorways of his offices and shops are
fenced off by queer, forbidding partitions sugges-
rive of a continual state of siege. The stranger who
enters through the crooked approach is received with
sudden silence, a sullen stare, and an angry “Vat you
-ant?” that breathes annoyance and distrust.

~_The average Chinaman, the police will tell
you, would rather gamble than eat any day, and they

have ample experience to back them. Only the fellow
in the bunk smokes away, indifferent to all else but

his pipe and his own enjoyment. . .. Not a Chinese
home or burrow there but has its bunk and its lay-
out, where they can be enjoyed safe from police inter-
ference. The Chinaman smokes opium as Caucasians
smoke tobacco, and apparently with little worse
effect upon himself. But woe unto the white victim

upon which his pitiless drug gets its grip! . . .

From the teeming tenements to the right and left
of [Chinatown] come the white slaves of its dens of
vice and their infernal drug, that have infused into
the “Bloody Sixth” Ward a subtler poison than ever
the stale-beer dives knew, or the “sudden death” of
the Old Brewery. There are houses, dozens of them,
in Mott and Pell Streets, that are literally jammed,
from the “joint” in the cellar to the attic, with these

hapless victims of a passion which, once acquired,
demands the sacrifice of every instinct of decency
to its insatiate desire. ... I came across a company
of them [young Caucasian prostitutes] “hitting the
pipe” together, on a tour through their dens one
night with the police captain of the precinct. The girls
knew him, called him by name, offered him a pipe,
and chatted with him about the incidents of their ac

quaintance, how many times he had “sent them up,”

New Americans: The Immigrants 79

and their chances of “lasting” much longer. There
was no shade of regret in their voices, nothing but
utter indifference and surrender.

One thing about them was conspicuous: their
scrupulous neatness. It is the distinguishing mark
of Chinatown, outwardly and physically. 1t is not
altogether by chance the Chinaman has chosen the
laundry as his distinctive field. He is by nature as
clean as the cat, which he resembies in his traits of
cruel cunning and savage fury when aroused. On this
point of cleanliness he insists in his domestic circle,
yielding in others with crafty submissiveness to the
caprice of the girls, who “boss” him in a very inde-
pendent manner, fretting vengefully under the yoke
they loathe, but which they know right well they can
never shake off, once they have put the pipe to their
lips and given Mott Street a mortgage upon their
souls for all time. . ..

The frequent assertions of the authorities that at
least no girls under age are wrecked on this Chinese
shoal, are disproved by the observation of those who
g0 frequently among these dens, though the smallest
girl will invariably, and usually without being asked,
insist that she is sixteen, and so of age to choose
the company she keeps. Such assertions are not
to be taken seriously. Even while 1 am writing, the
morning returns from one of the precincts that pass
through my hands report the arrest of a Chinaman
for “inveigling little girls into his laundry,” one of the
hundred outposts of Chinatown that are scattered all
over the city, as the outer threads of the spider’s web
that holds its prey fast. . . .

Withal the police give the Chinese the name of
being the “quietest people down there,” meaning
in the notoriously turbulent Sixth Ward; and they
are. The one thing they desire above all is to be let
alone, a very natural wish perhaps, considering all
the circumstances. If it were a laudable or even an al-
lowable ambition that prompts it, they might be hu-
mored with advantage, probably, to both sides. But
the facts show too plainly that it is not, and that in
their very exclusiveness and reserve they are a con-
stant and terrible menace to society. . . . The severest
official scrutiny, the harshest repressive measures are

justifiable in Chinatown, orderly as it appears on the
surface. . . .>
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except as to detal
Mr. Lee was assisted by the well-

terpreter, Mr. Joseph M. Singleton, O

f the banks of the Si-

.« called a village. Jltho it is really as

000 men 1N it over

youths are not counted in our villages.

All in the village belonge
They did not intermarty with one another, but
the men went to other villages for their wives and

hem home to their fathers’ houses, and men

brought t
gs and Sings and

from other villages—Wus and Win
Fongs, etc.—chose wives from among our girls. . . .
My father’s house is built of fine blue brick, better

than the brick in the houses here in the United States.

It is only one story high, roofed with red tiles and
surrounded by a stone wall which also incloses the
)fafd‘ There are four rooms in the house, one large
living room which serves for a parlor and three pri-
vate rooms, one occupied by my grandfather, who is
very old and very honorable; another by my father
Ii;lir;dwnilfotheré and the third by my oldest brother and

1fe and two i ‘
rudiprbe docc))rl;;tll:ﬁc};xldren. There are no win-
pen all day.

and water proof coats and hay
S

ats, of the parts that are left wh r dng

en the

Chinese boys have good times ang

of play. We played games like tag, and other

like shinny an
was not all play for us boys, however. We hagd to‘ It
80

school, where W€ learned to read and write
ecepts of Kong-foo-tsze and the of}?d
es, and stories about the great Emperors of Ch; er
who ruled with the wisdom of gods and gave toms,
«hole world the light of high civilization and thect :
ture of our literature, which is the admiration Of\;ll.l

{o

nations.
[ went to my parents’ house for meals, approach

ing my grandfather with awe, my father and moth
with veneration and my elder brother with respecte[l
never spoke unless spoken to, but I listened and hea. d
much concerning the red haired, green eyed foreir
devils with the hairy faces, who had lately come .
of the sea and clustered on our shores. They W‘l‘i

wild and fierce and wicked, and paid no regard to th
moral precepts of Kong-foo-tsze and the Sages; ne::
ther did they worship their ancestors, but prete'nded
to be wiser than their fathers and grandfathers. They
loved to beat people and to rob and murder. in the
stre?ts of Hong Kong many of them could be seen
i}ele;llvrz)g drufnk. T.heir speech was a savage roar, like
; takétho 1the tiger or the buffalo, and they wanted
o Wom: ind away from the Chinese. Their men
e n Iszd together like animals, without any

rriage or faithfulness, and even were shameless
enough to walk the streets arm in arm in daylight 50
the old men said.

won?ilnt?ellsdwas very shocking and disgusting, S our
nings, When(ii?L T Fhe street, except in the eV
wells that sy ely went with the water jars to the three
man th PP led'al] the P€0P1€. Then if they metd

ey stood still, with their faces turned © the



wall while he looked the other way when he
hem. A man .who spoke to a woman on thepassecl
, Chinese village would be beaten, perh

My grandfathe.r told how the English foreign
devils had made wicked war on the Emperor, and iy

eans of their enchantments and spells had defeated
| his armies and forced him to admit their opium, so
| hat the Chinese might smoke and become weake;led
» nd the foreign devils might rob them of their land
My grandfather said that it was well known thz;t

the Chinese were always the greatest and wisest
,mong men. They had invented and discovered ev.
erything that was good. Therefore the things which
the foreign devils had and the Chinese had not
qust be evil. Some of these things were very won.-

Jerful, enabling the red haired savages to talk with
one another, tho they might be thousands of miles
apart. They had suns that made darkness like day,
their ships carried earthquakes and volcanoes to
fight for them, and thousands of demons that lived
. iron and steel houses spun their cotton and silk,
pushed their boats, pulled their cars, printed their
newspapers and did other work for them. They were
constantly showing disrespect for their ancestors by
getting new things to take the place of the old.

I heard about the American foreign devils, that
they were false, having made a treaty by which it was
agreed that they could freely come to China, and the
Chinese as freely go to their country. After this treaty
was made China opened its doors to them and then

they broke the treaty that they had asked for by shut-
ting the Chinese out of their country. . . .

[ worked on my father’s farm till Iwas about sixteen
years of age, when a man of our tribe came back from
America and took ground as large as four city blocks
and made a paradise of it. He put a large stone wall
around and led some streams through and built a
palace and summer house and about twenty other
structures, with beautiful bridges over the streams

and walks and roads. Trees and flowers, singing birds,

water fowl and curious animals were within the walls.

The man had gone away from our village a poor
boy. Now he returned with unlimited wealth, which

he had obtained in the country of the American wWiz-
ards. After many amazing adventures he had becor.ne

Street

in aps killed.

A

—a ewee o -
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. When i.ﬁs palace and grounds were completed
€ giTve a dinner to all the people who assembled to
be his guests. One hundred pigs roasted whole were
served on the tables, with chickens, ducks, geese
and such an abundance of dainties that our villag-
€rs even now lick their fingers when they think of it.
He had the best actors from Hong Kong performing,
and every musician for miles around was playing and

singing. At night the blaze of the lanterns could be
seen for many miles.

Having made his wealth among the barbarians
this man had faithfully returned to pour it out among,
his tribesmen, and he is living in our village now very
happy, and a pillar of strength to the poor.

The wealth of this man filled my mind with the
idea that [, too, would like to go to the country of the
wizards and gain some of their wealth, and aftera long
time my father consented, and gave me his blessing,
and my mother took leave of me with tears, while my
grandfather laid his hand upon my head and told me 1o
remember and live up to the admonitions of the Sages,
to avoid gambling, bad women and men of evil minds,
and so to govern my conduct that when 1 died my an-
cestors might rejoice to welcome me as a guest on high.

My father gave me $100, and 1 went to Hong Kong
with five other boys from our place and we got steer-
age passage on a steamer, paying $50 each. . .. Of the
great power of these people I saw many signs. The
engines that moved the ship were wonderful mon-
sters, strong enough to lift mountains. When 1 got
to San Francisco, which was before the passage of
the Exclusion act [1882], I was half starved, because
[ was afraid to eat the provisions of the barbarians,
but a few days' living in the Chinese quarter made me
happy again. A man got me work as a house servant
in an American family, and my start was the same as
that of almost all the Chinese in this country.

The Chinese laundryman does not learn his trade
in China: there are no laundries in China. The women
there do the washing in tubs and have no washboards
or flat irons. All the Chinese laundrymen here were

taught in the first place by American women just as

[ was taught.
When I went to work for that American family 1

could not speak a word of English, and 1 did not know
anything about housework. The family consisted of

ot L T Barniena IR Y Lﬂ\‘rtﬂ‘h\“mg‘)‘
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hat did not belong to them

1 - arcels t S
} husband, wife and two children. They wer.e vely gOCng f :,Zl;;]a% lost their tickets, and woyld fight if thei»y:.]g
* to me and paid me $3.50 a week, of which 1 cou not get what they asked for. Sometlrr.les We were takeld
’ save $?. p thing, and I did not before Maglstrat(e)s a:]l?eir:i(;rfz;::);l:f shirts tha W:
J e n knOWhhOlwdwsaci)datr;yme, tffut she showed had never se€n A a‘;ter sending hom’e $€3Wer € making
] undhe;f:/ir;dc::katvt'a:hair)(r)n, sweep, dust, M ake beds,  mOnE alzri Z‘l;eout $15. When the railrchrv ol s
| z:sh dishes, cJoan windows, paint, and brass, polish able t(;r?a moved on we went with them ;‘;ﬂsuue
the knives z;nd forks, etc., by doing the things il gh and prejudiced against us but. * Men
’2 If and th Verseéiﬂg my efforts to imitate her.  were ro5 he big Eastern cities. It is’ "ot More
’ Slel v l:i er}l< 0m hands and show them howtodo SO than in the . gChinese o t.>een gn]y ]atdy In
S e would take my i and children laughed at  New York .that t. e . a l'e to discon_
things. She and her husban- a7 ed.  was not  tinue putting wire screens in front of their Windows

me a great deal, but it was all good natur : the street .

conﬁr%ed to the house in the way servants are con- and at theopfesent Ufméhinese laub(c)ly's are stil] break_

fined here, but when my work was done in the morn- ing the windows .O . .rles. all over the
ned e city, while the police seem to think it a joke.

: ' ime. People

ine [ was allowed to go out till lunch time ' |

ingCaliform'a are more generous than they are here. We were tl.ll'ee years with the railroad, and the,
f went to the mines, where we made plenty of Money

In six months I had learned how to do the work o . |
our house quite well, and I was getting $5 a week and in gold dust, but had a hard time, for many of g

board, and putting away about $4.25 a week. I had miners were wild men whc.) carried revolverg and
also learned some English, and by going to a Sunday after drinking would come into our place tq shoof
school I learned more English and something about and steal shirts, for which we had to pay. Ope of thege
LN Jesus, who was a great Sage, and whose precepts are men hit his head hard against a flat iron and all the

\ like those of Kong-foo-tsze. miners came and broke up our laundry, chasing
It was twenty years ago when I came to this coun-  out of town. They were going to hang us. We lost 3]

try, and I worked for two years as a servant, getting at our property and $365 in money, which members of
the last $35 a month. I sent money home to comfort the mob must have found.

my parents, but tho I dressed well and lived well and Luckily most of our money was in the hands of
had pleasure, going quite often to the Chinese theater ~Chinese bankers in San Francisco. I drew $500 anod

and to dinner parties in Chinatown, I saved $50 in went East to Chicago, where I had a laundry for thr
ee

t:.e first six mo.nths, $90 in the second, $120 in the vyears, during which I increased my capital to $2,500
third and $150 in the fourth. So I had $410 at the end After that I was four years 1in Detroit. I went h .
: ome

of two years, and I was now ready to startin business. to China in 1897, but returned in 1898 and b
’ , dll €gdan

When I first ope | '
e ! parmj. r::}?oah ;Zugdry .1t V\;]as ;n com-  a laundry business in Buffalo. But Chinese laundry
: €€n in the Dusiness business now i
OW 1S not as good as it was ten
years ago.

L]

board shanty and worked f
or the men emp]
iy ployed by chant, ’ is i

e railroads. Our rent Cost us $10 a month and food Openeda: Sh:)v];t; tt}ll:s Cl(llle.a ' OREG 1o Newr York s
€ Lhinese quarter. . . .

The ordinary laundry shop is generally divided
O three rooms. In front Is the room where the

principally  jnt




, men, one of whom washes while the other does
g. The man who irons does not start in tjll

Tuesday, s the clothes are not ready for him to begin
11 that rime. So he has Sundays and Mondays as holi-
days The man who does the washing finishes up on
eriday night, and so he has Saturday and Sunday. Each
works only five days a week, but those are long days—
from seven o'clock in the morning till midnight.
puring his holidays the Chinaman gets a good
Jeal of fun out of life. There's a good deal of gam-
bling and some opium smoking, but not so much as
Americans imagine. Only a few of New York’s China-
men SmMOKe opium. The habit is very general among
ich men and the officials in China, but not so much
,mong poor men. I don’t think it does as much harm
1 the liquor that the Americans drink. There’s noth-

ing so bad as a drunken man. Opium doesn’t make

(W ,
the jronin

people crazy. . . -
The fights among the Chinese and the operations

of the hatchet men are all due to gambling. Newspa-
pers often say that there are feuds between the six
companies, but that 1s a mistake. The six companies
are purely benevolent societies, which look after the

Chinaman when he first lands here. They represent

the six southern provinces of China, where most of

our people are from, and they are like the German,
swedish, English, Irish and Italian societies which
assist emigrants. When the Chinese keep clear of

gambling and opium they are not blackmailed, and
they have no trouble with hatchet men or any others.
About 500 of New York’s Chinese are Christians,

the others are Buddhists, Taoists, etc., all mixed up.
These haven't any Sunday of their own, but keep New

Year's Day and the first and fifteenth days of each

month, when they go to the temple in Mott Street.
In all New York there are only thirty-four Chinese

women, and it is impossible to get a Chinese womal
out here unless one goes to China and marries her
there, and then he must collect affidavits to prove that
she really is his wife. That is in case of a merchant. A
laundryman can'’t bring his wife here under any cir-
cumstances, and even the women of the Chinese Am-
bassador’s family had trouble getting in lately.

Is it any wonder, therefore, or any proof of the
demoralization of our people if some of the white
Women in Chinatown are not of good character?

What other set of men so isolated and so surroufl
by alien and prejudiced people are more moral? Men,

wherever they may be, need the society
and among the white women of Chinatown are many

excellent and faithful wives and mothers. . ..
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e

ded

of women,

I have found out, during my residence in this

country, that much of the Chinese prejudice against
Americans is unfounded, and I no longer put faith in
the wild tales that were told about them in our v

il-

lage, tho some of the Chinese, who have been here
twenty years and who are learned men, still believe
that there is no marriage in this country, that the
land is infested with demons and that all the people

are given over to general wickedness.
[ know better. Americans are not all bad, nor are

they wicked wizards. Still, they have their faults, and

their treatment of us 1s outrageous.
The reason why so many Chinese gO into the

laundry business in this country 1s because it requires
little capital and is one of the few opportunities that
are open. Men of other nationalities who are jealous
of the Chinese, because he 1s a more faithful worker
than one of their people, have raised such a great
outcry about Chinese cheap labor that they have shut
him out of working on farms or in factories or build-
ing railroads or making streets oOr digging sewers. He
cannot practice any trade, and his opportunities to
do business are limited to his own countrymen. SO

he opens a laundry when he quits domestic service.
The treatment of the Chinese in this country is

all wrong and mean. It is persisted in merely because
China is not a fighting nation. The Americans would
not dare to treat Germans, English, Italians or even
Japanese as they treat the Chinese, because if they did

there would be a war.
There is no reason for the prejudice against the

Chinese. The cheap labor cry was always a falsehood.
Their labor was never cheap, and is not cheap now. It
has always commanded the highest market price. But
the trouble is that the Chinese are such excellent and
faithful workers that bosses will have no others when
they can get them. If you look at men working on the

street you will find an overseer for every four or five

of them. That watching is not necessary for Chinese.
They work as well when left to themselves as they do

when some one is looking at them.
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It was the jealousy of laboring men of other
nationalities—especially the Irish—that raised fqll
the outcry against the Chinese. No one would hire
an Irishman, German, Englishman or [talian when
he could get a Chinese, because our countrymen are
so much more honest, industrious, steady, sober and

! ’ eir
painstaking. Chinese were persecuted, not for Lh
o 0.
vices, but for their virtues. There never was any ho

esty in the pretended fear of leprosy or 1n the. cheap
labor scare, and the persecution continues still, .be-
cause Americans make a mere practice of loving jus-
tice. They are all for money making, and they want
to be on the strongest side always. They treat you as
a friend while you are prosperous, but if you have a
misfortune they don’t know you. There is nothing
substantial in their friendship. . ..

Irish fill the almshouses and prisons and orphan
asylums, Italians are among the most dangerous of
men, Jews are unclean and ignorant. Yet they are all

't.
N
AN
" .\
1}
«1
L S

let in, while Chinese, who ;ilre sobe.r, or duly |aw abi
ing, clean educated anc! II.IC%UStrIOUS, are shy Om.
There are few Chinamen l.n jails and none ip the poo.
houses. There are no Chinese tram.ps or dr“nkard:
Many Chinese€ here have becc?me sincere ChfiStian\'
. he persecution which they have tq endus
¢ om their heathen countrymen. More than halfu:e
Chinese in this country would become citizepq ’ e
lowed to do so, and would be patriotic Americaal.
But how can they make this country their homens,
matters now are! They are not allowed to bring Wivas
here from China, and if they marry American Wom:;

’

there is a great outcry.
All Congressmen acknowledge the i njustice y

the treatment of my people, yet they continye jt They

have no backbone.
Under the circumstances, how can I cal] thj; m
y

home, and how can any one blame me if [ ta) -
money and go back to my village in Ching?+ !

5. “JEWTOWN” (1890)

JACOB RIIS

hrift is the watchword of Jewtown, as of its people
the world over. It is at once its strength and its
fatal weakness, its cardinal virtue and its foul dis-

Cf)uld not well be otherwise in such crowds con-
sidering especially their low intellectual statu’s The
managers of the Eastern Dispensary, which is i;l the
Vﬁl’y he.art :)f their district, told the whole story when
;Oiydslii;(i:o ;ltle diseases thes.e people suffer from are
e Ofem.perance Or immorality, but to.igno-
they e e Vimtlill”)le food, and the foul air in which
or oo Ork.” The homes of the Hebrew quar-
S workshops also. Reference will be made to

Ev

th: royldI::tm[l)): r of the family, from the youngest 10

where me’a]s a1$ a hand, shut in the qualmy rooms.

dried besijq e C(.)Oked and clothing washed and
roes te ]lve-long day. It is not unusual t
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zen persons—men, women, and children—

a single small room. . . .

tll x > " ; TR
Oppression, pe rsecution, have not shorn the Jew

qative combativeness one whit. e is as ready

~rnd A do

ol l.usht tor his rights, or what he considers his rights,
Fo hg business transaction—synonymous generally
" ; his advantage—as if he had not been robbed of
‘:;m tor eighteen hundred years. One strong impres-
;ion survives with him from his days of bondage:
‘he power of the law.. On th.e Sllghtes.t provocation he
~ushes off 1O invoke it for his protection. . . .

[n all matters pertaining to their religious life that
ses all their customs, they stand, these East Side

tin
]e\:Sf where the new day that dawned on Calvary left
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Image 4.3 Jacob Riis, “Knee Pants” at forty five cents a

Source: Museum of the (.ity of New York. 90.1 3.4.151.
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them standing, stubbornly refusing to see lhc. llg.hl-
A Visit to a Jewish house of mourning is like h.ndglﬂg
the gap of two thousand years. 'The im‘xpl't‘SSlh‘Y :*t‘d
and sorrow ful wail for the dead, as it swells and rises
in the hush of all sounds of lite, comes lmc:k from
the ages like a mourntul echo of the voice of Rachel
“weeping for her children and retusing 10 be com-
forted, because they are not.” |
Attached to many of the synagogues. which
among the poorest Jews frequently consist of a scant-
ily furnished room in a rear tenement, with a few
wooden stools or benches for the congregation, fmf'
Talmudic schools that absorb a share of the growing

| arely a o f some
youth. The school-master 1s not rarely a man of som
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attainments who has been stranded there, his nat
instinct for money-making havin
ered in the process that has made 0
man. ... But the majority of the ch.
public schools, where they are receive
with some misgivings on the part
i who find it necessary (O inculcat.e
! liness in the worst cases by practical
! v k ho
with wash-bowl and soap. “He to0

n o "
| as if it were some animal,

6

Board, and fast rising in the labor world. —Editor.]

part of my childhood. When I was about five years

of age my parents brought me to this country and we
settled in New York.

So my earliest recollections are of living in a
crowded street among the East Side Jews, for we also
are Jews.

My father got work as a tailor, and we lived in two
fooms on Eldridge Street, and djd very well, though

g been smoth-
f him a learned

‘1dren seek the
d sometimes

of the teachers,

lessons of clean-
demonstration

Id of the soap
said one of these teachers

[Miss Schneiderman led the women capmakers 1n
their recent successful strike for the union shop. She
is a small, quiet, serious, good looking young woman
of twenty years, already a member of the National

My name is Rose Schneiderman, and I was born
in some small city of Russian Poland. I don’t know
the name of the city, and have no memory of that

woO

uch an experiment upon a newy

after s :
to me hree fingers across his face. }e

uand W]ped t

shing.” - - -
that/::ascholafs’ the children of the most ;

polish Jew keep fairly abreast of their more favoreg
until it comes to mental arithmetic, whep,

they leave them behind with a bound. It is S‘"Dfising
‘o see how strong the instinct of dollars andg cents i,
:n them. They can count, and correctly, almogt before

they can talk.”

Pupij
Calley

“A CAP MAKER’S STORY" (1905)

ROSE SCHNEIDERMAN

[ was the house worker, preparing the meals and
looking after the other children—the baby, 2 little
girl of six years, and a boy of nine. I managed very
well, tho the meals were not very elaborate. | could
cook simple things like porridge, coffee and eges,
and mother used to prepare the meat before she went

away in the morning, so that all I had to do was to put
it in the pan at night. . . .

When the other children were sent away mother
was able to send me back to school, and I stayed
in this school (Houston Street Grammar) till I had
reached the Sixth Grammar Grade.

Then I had to leave in order to help support the
family. I got a place in Hearn's as a cash girl, and after
working there three weeks changed to Ridley's, where
[ remained for two and a half years. | finally left be-
cause the pay was so very poor and there did not
Séem to be any chance of advancement, and a friend
told me that I could do better making caps.

50 I got a place in the factory of Hein & Fox. The
I's were from 8 A.Mm. to 6 P.M., and we made all sorts
of linings-—-—or, rather, we stitched in the linings----gOlf
“aps, yachting caps, etc. It was piece work, and we re-
ceived from 3 1/2 cents to 10 cents a dozen, according

hou




\ e EaTeEr

New Americans: The Immigrants 87

ned the business in about tw .
Ileaarde 1s much as the others a(r:dmoth' and  meeting, and at the next meeting, accordingly, we
o 1M : Was conse-  were there twelve strong and were organized.

th . -

quentlY domg.qmte“we]l when .the factory burned When Fox found out what had happened he dis-

Jown destroying ail our .machmes-—-ISO of them. charged Miss Brout, and probably would have dis-

This Was very hard on the girls who had paid for their charged me but tha’t I was a s;mple maker and not

machines. [t was notjo bad for me, as I had only paid so easy to replace. In a few weeks we had all the girls

, little of what [ owec. . in the organization, because the men told the gitls
The bosses got $500,000 insurance, so 1 heard, that they must enter the union or they would not be

4t they never gave the girls a cent to help them bear  allowed to work in the shop.

ink they migh ‘
[ thi y might have given them $10 Then came a big strike. Price lists for the coming
season were given in to the bosses, to which they did

anyway L

goon work Weflt on again in four lofts, and a little not agree. After some wrangling a strike was declared
|ater | became assistant sample maker. This is a posi-  in five of the biggest factories. There are 30 factories
ion which, tho covete.d bY. many, pays better in glory  in the city. About 100 girls went out.
than in cash. It was still piece work, and tho the pay The result was a victory, which netted us—I mean
per dozen was better the work demanded was of a  the girls—$2 increase in our wages on the average.
higher quality, and one could not rush through sam- All the time our union was progressing very

ples as through the other caps. So I still could average nicely. There were lectures to make us understand
only about $5 per week. what trades unionism is and our real position in the

After I had been working as a cap maker for three  labor movement. I read upon the subject and grew

years it began to dawn on me that we girls needed an more and more interested, and after a time I became
organization. The men had organized already, and a member of the National Board, and had duties and

had gained some advantages, but the bosses had lost  responsibilities that kept me busy after my day’s work

nothing, as they took it out of us.
We were helpless; no one girl dare stand up for

anything alone. Matters kept getting worse. The
bosses kept making reductions in our pay, half a cent
a dozen at a time. It did not sound important, but at

the end of the week we found a difference.
We didn't complain to the bosses; we didn’t say on the “open” system.
This agreement was reached last fall, and soon

anything except to each other. There was no use. The
bosses would not pay any attention unless we were notices, reading as follows, were hung in the various

like the men and could make them attend. . . .

A new girl from another shop got in among us. Noatice
S . . 1-
he was Miss Bessie Brout, and she talked organi After the 26th of December, 1904, this shop will be

ot , .

ation a§ a remedy for our ills. She was radical and run on the open shop system, the bosses having the
Plrogresswe, and she stimulated thoughts which were right to engage and discharge employees as they see
diready in our minds before she came. fit, whether the latter are union or nonunion.

Finally Miss Brout and I and another girl went
to the National Board of United Cloth Hat and Cap Of course, we knew that this meant an attack on
Makers when it was in session, and asked them to the union. The bosses intended gradually to get rid
Organize the girls. . . . of us, employing in our place child labor and raw
We were told to come to the next meeting of the immigrant girls who would work for next to nothing.
Nationa] Board, which we did, and then received On Dece?mber 22d the above notice appeared,
3 favorable answer. and were asked to bring all the and the National Board, which had known about it
' all along, went into session prepared for action.

8irls who were willing to be organized to the next

b
their 10sS€S-

was done.
But all was not lovely by any means, for the

bosses were not at all pleased with their beating and

had determined to fight us again.
They agreed among themselves that after the

26th of December, 1904, they would run their shops

shops:
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saying that they
hat if the Na-
n they would

Our people were very restive,
could not sit under that notice, and t
tional Board did not call them out SO0
go out of themselves.

At last word was sent out,

the workers stopped, and, layin
and other tools, marched out, some of them

and at 2:30 o'clock all

g down their scissOrTS
singlng

the “Marseillaise.” . girls €5
We were out for thirteen weeks, and t .e g
on picket duty

. : tation. They were .
tablished their reputatl 4 1] six o'clOCk in

from seven o'clock in the morning U >
the evening, and gained over many of the non

workers by appeals to them to quit working against uz
Our theory was that if properly approached an

talked to few would be found who would resist .our
offer to take them 1nto our organization. No. right
thinking person desires to injure another. We did not

beljeve in violence and never employed it.
During this strike period we girls each received

$3 a week; single men $3 a week, and married men

$5 a week. This was paid us by the National Board.
We were greatly helped by the other unions, be-
cause the open shop issue was a tremendous one, and

this was the second fight which the bosses had con-

ducted for it.
Their first was with the tailors, whom they beat.

If they now could beat us the outlook for unionism

would be bad.
Some were aided and we stuck out, and won a

glorious victory all along the line. That was only last

week. The shops are open now for all union hands
and for them only. . . .

The bosses try to represent this open shop issue as
.th’o they were fighting a battle for the public, but really
1t1s nothing of the sort. The open shop is a weapon to

brgak'the unions and set men once more cutting each
other's throats by individua] competition.

w .,
o hy,kthere was a time in the cap trade when
worked fourteen hours 3 day, and then took the

eigners we have for them ¢y th
to one-half what we Ameficane
S

d we trust them till they get work ang

take
initiation fees

have to pay, an

an't use their buildings .night and day. .It COStS thep,
the price of another l.oft msfead of costing the Work.
ers their health and lives a§ in the old days.

Our trade 18 well organized, we have won twg vic.

tories and are not going backward.
But there is much 10 be done in other direction

The shop girls certainly need organization, apg l
think that they ought to be easy to organize, s their
duties are simple and regular and they have 3 regular

scale of wages.
Many saleswomen oOn Grand and Division

streets, and, in fact, all over the East Side, work frop
3 a . till 9 p.m. week days, and one-half a day on Sy,
days for $5 and %6 a week; so they certainly neeq

organization.
The waitresses also could easily be organized

and perhaps the domestic servants. I don't know
about stenographers. I have not come in contact with

them.
Women have proved in the late strike that they

can be faithful to an organization and to each other.
The men give us the credit of winning the strike.
Certainly our organization constantly grows
stronger, and the Woman's Trade Union League
makes progress.
| The girls and women by their meetings and
dl.scussions come to understand and sympathize

what they now have or better present conditions.

Certainly there is no hope from the mercy of the
bosses.

Each boss does the best he can for himself with
no thought of the other bosses, and that compels each

to gouge and squeeze his hands to the last penny I
order to make a profit.
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n 1921, 1924, and 1927, Congre |
legislation targeted southern gancsisepassed a series of laws 1o restrict the flow of immigrants. The
astern Europeans as well as Asians. These laws were woven

out of several ide(?logical strands: Resurgent fund :

,s a major threat; immigrants were viewed (wji l:] ame'.“ah.Sl Protestantism perceived Catholics
otrikes and radical movements of the Post-wwltld some justification) as major participants in the
American; and citizens from old families gr . : War I. period and so were accused of being un-
tion of American stock, upholding their Ag ew increasingly concerned about the so-called dilu-
This last was a particularly insidious form O‘;flO:SaxOn ancestry as the key to national greatness.
e anaced e A of Lowes s e o o
.the 1fnm1.g rants 1nto Americans, the new trend was toward .exclusion. By the late (19205 total
lmmlgr?tlon W cappex. ol sbout 250,080 per year, with western and northern Europe rec'eiving
much hlghe.f quotas. than.countries from the east or the south. Immigration did not reemerge as a
vital fa.ctor - AII.lerlcan life until the last decades of the twen.tieth century, when new lawsgmade
itp ossible for migrants, especially from Latin America and Asia, to come 'to the United States 1n
numbers comparable to those of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Then in the

early twenty-first century came a resurgence of nativism

QUESTIONS
Compare R11s's .narrative and visual depictions of immigrant groups with the interviews.
How do you think these three immigrants would have defined successt Had they achieved it

by their own standards? By the standards of the larger society?

3 To what extent did these immigrants consider themselves America
ftalian, or Jewish? Do you think it 1s possible to combine an American identity with some

1.

n? To what extent Chinese,

other affiliation?
How were the three immigrants whose life stories you read typical or atypical?
f their homelands? In

How did Corresca, Lee, and Schneiderman differ in their memories O
17 In their desciptions of work? What do you think accounted for

their attitudes toward Americ
the differences? How did they feel about other immigrants?

6. How are today’s conflicts over immigration similar or ditterent from those a century ago?

ADDITIONAL READING
m's Strangers in the Land: Patterns of American Nativ-

Uprooted: The Epic Story of the Great Migration That

Made the American People (1951) remains a moving study of the pressures immigrants felt to
abandon their native cultures, but also see John Bodnar's The Transplanted (1987). Other studies

have emphasized ethnic groups’ success ‘h community building. For examples, see Irving Howe,
World of Our Fathers (197 6), and Ronald Takaki, Strangers from a Different Shore: A History of Asian
Americans (1989). For a marvelous immigrant autobiography, see Marie Hall Ets, ed., Rosa: The

Life of an Italian Immigrant (1970). For a survey of diverse immigrant experiences, see Stephan

Thernstrom, ed., The Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups (1980). For a fine anthology
and Vicki Ruiz, eds., Unequal Sisters (1990). More recent

of women’s writings, see Ellen Dubois -
studies emphasize the connections betweell ethnicity and race, such as Matthew Frye ]acobson,
. Thomas Guglielmo, White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and

Whiteness of a Different Color (1999);

The classic work on nativism 1s John Higha
ism, 1860-1925 (1955). Oscar Handlin's The
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rking Toward Whiteness: How Americg’s
pavid Reimers, Still the Golden Door-
Impossible Subjects: Illegal Alien

nd David Roediger, Wo
n, s€e

Mae Ngal,

Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 (2004); a St
Immigrants Became White (2006). On recent lmmlgff;”
the Third World Comes to America (1992), and especiaily

and the Making of Modern America (2005).
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