manufacturing wealth began to conce
employers and employees grew ever sharper—

over wages, hours, and hiring practices; SOMetmes {

CHAPTER 2

THE GREAT STRIKE OF 1877

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The year 1876 was one of celebration. The centennial of the Declaration of Independence
was heralded with speeches, fireworks, and prayers. In Philadelphia, a great exhibition
made palpable the nation’s progress in technology and the arts. Self-congratulation seemed
in order, for the Union had been preserved, the railroad now linked both coasts, and new
inventions like the telephone and the Corliss engine promised a bright and prosperous

future.
Yet these were not altogether happy times. Reconstruction in the South seemed more

and more tortured as the Ku Klux Klan continued its rampage of violence and whites found
ways to limit blacks’ newly won freedom. In the summer of 1876, word came from the West
that General George Armstrong Custer and over 200 cavalrymen had been wiped out at
the battle of the Little Bighorn, and during the following year, Chief Joseph and his Nez
Percés tribe gave the army all it could handle. Moreover, corruption tainted business and
government at the highest levels, as a series of scandals rocked the Grant administration,

Wall Street, and especially the nation’s largest business, the railroads.
Worst of all, a severe economic depression continued into its fourth year. Millions were

unemployed, and many who had jobs experienced severe wage cuts. In New York City,
roughly one-quarter of the labor force was out of work, and police brutally dispersed angry

crowds of the unemployed. Some workers questioned the logic of celebrating a hundred

years of freedom when families went hungry in the streets, and a handful of laborers even
| f wealth in the hands

ebrations of the centennial, there was a haunting sense among working-class Americans

that they were not living in the best of times.
Labor organizing and militancy had a long history in America. Before the Civil War, as

the old artisan system broke down, as the division of labor grew more specialized, and as
ntrate—in other words, as the dividing line between

labor unions formed in several crafts and

hey failed. Some workers and labor
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’ B{;t qothing on the scale of the

Creat Strike of 1877 had ever hap-
" Led before. In the middle of that

)e .

Iear most of the nation's vast new
/ . | |

:/ranecontinenta] railroad system—

‘he very symbol of American prog-
ress, wealth, and modernity—was

shut down by angry employees.

tracks, engines, and switching yards
were destroyed, related businesses

were forced to close, and workers in
other industries organized them-
selves for strikes. Rather suddenly,
America looked less like a special
land of opportunity for all and more
like the London of Charles Dickens,
where poverty ground down the
working class, or like Paris, where the
masses organized themselves for
bloody revolution.

The strike began on July 16, in the

Image 2.1 Souvenir ribbon from the 1876 Centennial town of Martmsburg, West Virginia.
Exposition The Baltlmore & Ohio (B&O) Rail-

The fuiition's cem.efmial was marked by an extraordinarily road on that day announced a 10 per-
j cent wage cut for all employees, the

(tjhe tommemoration occurred amidst a terrible econo‘mic e ] " eight months and
eprgssxon that precip?tated the great railroad strike of 1877 part of the pOhCy for all railroads

| | «ana Collection, #2214 Divigion of  2C1OSS the country. Workers grumbled
that companies continued to pay gen-

€Ious  dividends to stockholders
during the
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Local sheriffs and militia were powerless to get the engines running, for the strikers
grew too numerous. As they left Wheeling, state troops sent by the governor of West
virginia were met by angry workers, and when they got to Martinsburg, they found them-
selves overwhelmed by an orderly but determined crowd. Equally important, the soldiers
themselves came mostly from laboring families and were sympathetic to the strikers. Fi-
nally, at the urging of the governor of West Virginia and the president of the B&O line,
president Hayes dispatched 300 federal troops, who guarded strikebreakers sent from
Baltimore. But by now thousands had gathered, including miners and canal workers, all
angered by the conditions of labor in their industries. The federal soldiers managed to get
trains moving out of Martinsburg, but soon strikers were ambushing these, side-railing
and detaining them. Worse, the strike was spreading. Workers, one Baltimore leader

declared,

know what it is to bring up a family on ninety cents a day, to live on beans and cornmeal
week in and week out, to run in debt at the stores until you cannot get trusted any longer,
to see the wife breaking down under privation and distress, and the children growing up
sharp and fierce like wolves day after day because they don't get enough to eat.

The incidents begun in Martinsburg were repeated across the country. The strike was
not well organized; during the depression, the small gains made by unions in previous
years had been nearly wiped out, and the workers’ organizations that did exist tended to

be very conservative. The faith of many workers in equal opportunity meant that unions
generally were not terribly strong, and as the need for labor solidarity in the face of ever

larger companies grew apparent, owners used lockouts, blacklists, scabs, espionage, fir-
ings, and prosecutions to keep unions out of their shops. The lack of organization and
preparation for a major strike gave the upheaval considerable spontaneity, as workers in
various communities responded to local situations and did their best to control events. But
sometimes things got out of hand.

The strike reached its climax in Pittsburgh. The Pennsylvania Railroad was America’s
largest private enterprise, controlling 6,000 miles of track and creating over 20,000 jobs.

Three days after the Martinsburg incident began, Pennsylvania Railroad managers ordered
that all trains running east from Pittsburgh be “doubleheaders,” meaning that two engines
pull twice the usual number of cars. Doubleheaders meant harder work, increased danger

of accidents, and more layoffs. Brakemen, conductors, flagmen, and others walked oftf the

Jjob, and they were joined by angry workers from other industries. Once again, the state
militia was called in, but as an officer explained, “The sympathy of the people, the sympa-

thy of the troops, my own sympathy, was with the strikers proper. We all felt that those
men were not receiving enough wages.” Soon the soldiers laid down their weapons and

fraternized with the strikers. But then 600 fresh troops from Philadelphia were called in;

since they were not from the local area, they had less sympathy for the workers. A crowd of

6,000, including women and children there to support their husbands and fathers, began
the militia opened fire and, in five minutes, killed twenty

Jeering and throwing rocks;
dhouse, strikers armed themselves and

people. When the soldiers retreated to the roun
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The Pennsylvania Railroad transported Philadelphia militiamen to Pittsburgh to quell the str.ike of 1877.
When the militia fired into the crowd, killing twenty strikers, the protesters—rather than fleeing—attacked
the troops and the rail yards. The month of violence that ensued was the worst of the strike, and ended onlv

when President Hayes called in other federal troops.

Source: Pennsvlvania Historical and Museum Commission, Pennsylvania State Archives.
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attacked them, burned the roundhouse, tore up tracks, and destroyed over 2,000 cars and
100 engines.

And so the upheaval rolled across the country; in St. Louis, Chicago, Cincinnati, Buf-
falo, and countless other towns, workers from various industries refused to accept low

ds of troops, and cities reorganized
e off strikers, secured managements
¢S, and then traveled on to the next

Mmanagement; more often, not. In all,

their police forces. Soldiers moved into 2 town, drov
property, allowed strikebreakers to restart business

town. Occasionally workers won concessions from
over 100 laborers were killed.
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but most of their employees would be wage laborers for life and would n 1se t
become independent entrepreneurs, that status SO exalted by journalists and oe::;r rnsf\ (c)l
the railroads, it was clear, had merely led the way, for America now was less thaOnS.VEI:
and of small shopkeepers and apprentices, but rather a nation of capitalist: an?l

workers.
The notion that America had escaped the curse of class conflict—Europe’s blight of a

rich upper class and an oppressed working class—seemed no longer plausible, if it had
ever been true. The events of 1877 made it abundantly clear that a deep chasr;l divided
and would continue to divide the rich and the poor in America. The Great Strike also gave

a glimpse of how government would respond to this state of affairs. In the ﬁast, civic of-
ficials often took the part of the workers, for they represented local control rather than
the distant power of faceless corporations. But in 1877, as in future conflicts (and there
would be many intense labor struggles in the coming decades, in steel, mining, and tex-
tiles, indeed, in hundreds of trades, at thousands of job sites, involving tens of thousands
of workers), state and federal power were the creatures of the rich and powerful. When

the government intervened, it was to protect private property against the claims of

workers.

INTRODUCTION TO DOCUMENTS 1, 2, AND 3

‘-1-‘_‘-'

el e t———-—

The documents in this section are as much about how individuals responded to the strike as

about the strike itself. Document 1 is a proclamation issued by the sherift of Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
testimony one year later about his experi-

vania, during the strike. It is followed by the sherift’s | .
ence in those tense days of July 1877. Note not only the urgency and disorder brought by the strike

but also his testimony that many of the rioters were not railroad men. Document 2 appeared

in a leading journal of the day, the North American Review, in September 1877. It is a letter.w{rit-
hose who had taken part in the uprising.

ten by an anonymous striker justifying the actions of t
Document 3 is an article that the North American Review solicited from Colone.l Thomas S.cott, the
fed their own interests with those

' ia Rai identi
president of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Note how both 1 ‘ . |
of the nation. Compare the striker’s assumption that all value is created by labor with the railroad

: : ne. How did each
president’s belief that the best interests of his company and of .the naftlf)n we;e I;)id Hlow dic eac
writer define patriotism? How did they differ on what constitutes Ialrnesss y y

common ground?



PROCLAMATION

Sheriff's Office, Harrisbursg, PA.
WI{EREAS, For the past tWO

davs the peace and good order of
the country have been disturbed

and grave apprehensions ex1st

lest injury be done;
And whereas, The duty rests

upon me 10 preserve the peace

and promote tranquility;
Now, therefore, | William

W. Jennings, high Sheriff of the
county of Dauphin, do hereby
enjoin all persons to remain qui-
LY etly at their homes or places of
business, to avoid gathering upon
the streets and highways, thus by
& their presence keeping alive the
| excitement which pervades the
community, and to further the
restoration of good order, I charge
upon parents to prevent the half
grown lads over whom they have

control  from frequenting the
streets.

And I hereby announce my res-
olute determination, with the aid

of special deputies whom I have
appointed, and the posse which
I'have summoned to preserve the
Peace and protect the person and
pr?PerW of the people within my
bailiwick, and I hereby ca] upon
all good and Jaw abiding citizens

[0 assist me and thoge acting with

Me to enforce the Jaw and main-
[ain good order.




TEST'MONY

Harrisburg, March 12, 1878

W.W. Jennings:
By MT. Lindsey:

Q. You were sheriff of Dauphin county in July last?

A. Yes, SiT.
Q. Still sheriff?

A. Yes, SIT.
Were you at home at the time of the first distur-

Q. . .
bance that broke out In Harrisburg|?]
~1arrived home Monday evening, July 23,

about half-past six or seven o'clock.
Just state how you found the city as to order and

2 quietness when you arrived home?

A. I found the city under a great deal of excitement.
The trains, I was informed, had been stopped
from running, and I immediately went to my
counsel, Mr. Wise, for instructions in regard
to my powers and duties, and met a number
of the prominent citizens, and went to work at

once under advice of my counsel to prepare a
proclamation, and I was informed by the major
and other citizens, that the citizens had been
notified to assemble at two strokes of the court-
house bell. I went around town and endeavored
to get parties together, until about ten or eleven
o'clock, as near as I can recollect, and spent
sometime preparing a proclamation and advis-
ing with the prominent citizens, and one came
to me at the Lochiel Hotel and said that the
rioters were breaking into the stores on Market
street. I called upon the good citizens for the
preservation of law and order to go with me and
suppress the riot. I suppose about one hundred

A.
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or one hundred and fifty went with me, and
went down Market street, and we dispersed the

mob. We arrested a couple of the rioters there.
Afterwards came back, and I sent squads out.
I then organized the party into companies, and 1
sent squads out to arrest and take these men out

of bed who had been prominent and active as
rioters, who 1 was informed had been prominent

and active as rioters, and we put those in jail. The
next morning | had my proclamation out, and
also orders organizing companies. The citizens

responded promptly. We organized some ten
or eleven companies, and we ran the town on

military principles for about one week. We had

an officer of the day detailed to patrol the town
at night, and we had the fire department under
command, and everything in readiness if there

would be any further trouble. . . .

Q. Did you have any difficulty in raising a posse of

citizens?
A. No, sir; I cannot say that I had any great

difficulty.

Q. They joined cheerfully.
A. They responded to my call. I arrived here at seven

o'clock on Monday evening, and on Tuesday
evening I paraded in the streets about nine or
ten hundred men, organized as a regiment. My
proclamation in the morning—that was issued
on Tuesday morning. I had it printed during the
night, and I had it posted all around town by day-
light almost, and one of my proclamations called
for them to assemble at the court-house, at two
o'clock in the afternoon, and I supposed there
were six or eight hundred men at two o'clock that

afternoon there organized into companies. . . .!

2. A STRIKER DESCRIBES “FAIR WAGES" (1877)

it before the community. We have been so handled

that if a workingman stands out to speak his mind,
the public have theirs so full of pictures of him and

oings in the illustrated papers, that he is listened

The newspapers have fallen into line to defend
the railway companies, who thus have brought

a.ll the great guns of public opinion to bear on one
side of the fight, so the strikers have got the worst of hisd
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country what it is. Until lately the States kept their
faith and promise to the people, and we, the people,
showed ours when trouble came; an assessment of
blood was made on our shares of liberty,

it. That is our record. We did not fight
or that party,

ages
if we refuse that remu-
neration, there are plenty of starving men out of work

that will gladly accept half a loaf instead of no bread.
We contend that to regard the laboring class in
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but for the country and against all that the home of the white laborer wit
were against the United States. .

use round numbers instead
years ago, and what stands the tl?ll Im Eurolile f(lm)’ of fractions, as we have to deal with hundreds of
' e still. I mean the s)gv. millio d
ery of labor. The Jangeq 115, —dividing the subject into sections
aristocr
the feuda] 2y over there made

amount of capi-
. 1N railwa roperty last vear was
Ing class. As the ar- $4,470,000,00 Y property 4

0, made up of $2 250 000,000 capital
aCh th . ’ ’ / p
lime the Millionajyeg live on each OhGI; SO ‘bour  stock and $2,220,000,000 bonded debt. The gross
the feydy) lords hireq Merce Other’s ruin. Ag €arnings were $500 000,000 b oht and 3
thel}r1 Strongholds 4, . preyn;nry sOldlerS tO0 garrison  hyif Per cent on the; cap’it I ’Tflr a Om‘ o expense
S0 the rajjw Nthe commgn _ dl. Ihe running expenses
4 Mercey) 2 lords and stock. Peaple, (of which the b

ulk was for |ah

. | V00,000 35 |pro
€t talist, or barely foyr per cent

Or) were $310,000,000.
fit] interest to the capl-
on his investment.



- is admitted into this enterprise as a prefer-
ential creditor, to be paid out of gross earnings before

‘he most preferred mortgagee or bond holder receives
ar. For as capital could not build the roads nor

equip hem without labor, so the enterprise, when

complete cannot be run without labor.
Capital, therefore, takes a back seat when it

comes 1O the push, and acknowledges not only that
labor has the largest interest in the concern, but takes

the first fruits.

Labo

[ take the railroad as a sample out of all enter-
and if we could get at figures, there is no doubt
le of the crowd. If, then, labor is the

more important and essential factor in the result,
¢ comes to the question which of the two shall

suffer in moments of general distress, the capitalist
. his pocket or the laborer in his belly, we think

priSeSl
it is a fair samp

when 1
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But not so when the same practice operates in the
labor market. The capitalist must not gamble with
the bread of the workingman, or if he does, let him
regard where that speculation led France one hun-
dred years ago, when the financiers made a corner in
flour, and the people broke the ring with the axe of

the guillotine.
4. When the railway companies obtained privi-

leges and rights over private property, and became by
force of law the great landowners of the state, holding

its movable property as well, and controlling every
avenue and department of business, public and pri-
vate, they became powerful monopolies. The state
endowed them with powers to frame laws of their
own and deprived citizens of their property, means,
facilities of transport, to vest it all in these corpora-
tions. Thus endowed, they cannot pretend they are
no more than ordinary commercial enterprises. They

the answer has been already settled by the rights as-

sumed by one and acknowledged by the other
7 It is manifestly unjust that the workingman

should be subject to under wages in bad times, if he
has not the equivalent of over wages in good times. If
railroad companies in concert with the laboring class

had established a tariff of labor, and paid a bonus on
wages at every distribution of dividends, that bonus

being in proportion to the profits of the road, so that
each man becomes a shareholder in his very small
way, then he would have submitted to bear his share
of distress when all were called on to share trouble,

but to share it equally and alike.
3. When folks say that labor and capital must

find, by the laws of demand and supply, their natural
relations to each other in all commercial enterprises,
and neither one has any rights it can enforce on the
other, they take for granted that the labor “market”
is, like the produce market, liable to natural fluctua-
tions. If that were so, we should not complain. But it
is not. The labor market has got to be like the stock
and share market; a few large capitalists control 1t
and make what prices they please. This sort of game
may ruin the gamblers in stocks, and injure those
who invest, but the trouble is confined mostly to
those who deserve to lose or those who can afford it

are responsible to the state for the result of their op-
erations, if they disturb fatally the order of our con-
cerns. They are not independent. The state has claims
upon them it has not on private concerns. They may

not accept liabilities and then decline responsibility.
It behooves the state to decide what the people are
entitled to in return for all they have conceded to

these companies, and to enforce such claims.
5. The English Parliament legislated on the ques-

tion of the number of hours a workingman should

labor. It limits them to so many. It legislates for his
health and supply of light and water. In all these mat-
ters the capitalist has an interest. (He does as much
for his horse.) But when it comes to the question of a
proper amount of food and clothing, of warmth and
shelter, the government declines to interfere. 1t leaves
the question of fair wages to be adjusted between em-
ployer and employed.

And so I leave it, fearing I have put the matter in
rough language, but not intentionally rude, having a
deep and loyal faith in the humanity and justice that
bide in the hearts of all this community, and wish-

ing that God had given me the power to touch them.

A “Striker”
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PHILADELPHIA AUGUST 13, 18

Allen Thorndike Rice, Esq., |
Fditor of the North American Review

My Dear Str, -
On the 16th of July it became known that the fire

men and freight brakemen of the Baltimore and Oh.IO
Railroad were on a strike at Martinsburg, West Vir-
ginia, and that no freight trains were allowed to pass
that point in either direction. This proved t.o be the
beginning of a movement which spread with grea:lt
rapidity from New York to Kansas, and from Mlel-
gan to Iexas, which placed an embargo on the entire
freight traffic of more than twenty thousand miles of
railway, put passenger travel and the movement of
the United States mails at the mercy of a mob, sub-
jected great commercial centres like Chicago and St.
Louis to the violent disturbance of all their business
relations, and made the great manufacturing city of
Pittsburgh for twenty-four hours such a scene of riot,

arson, and bloodshed as can never be erased from the
memory of its people. . . .

[ do not wish, and happily it is not necessary, to fil
your pages with the mere recita] of the distressing cases

+THE RECENT STRIKES" (1877)

eNT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
ID

complaintwas that the business done by the fu
ment in possession of the railways did po;
sufficient compensation for their labor .

[t must not for a moment, however, be understood
that the greatest portion, or, indeed, any COnsiderah),
portion, of the outrages upon life and Property wh;,
have disgraced our recent history were aCtually comp;,.
ted by railway employés. It is not true that the Majority
or even any large portion, of these men haye been djs.
loyal to the trust reposed in them:. Probably ninety per
cent of the men on all the important lines of the country
where strikes occurred were faithful to their duties, ang
either remained at work, or stood ready to resume it g
soon as they were relieved from the actual Intimidation
to which they were subjected by the rioters and their
leaders. It was the dissatisfied element—which exists in
that branch of industry as in all others—which perpe-
trated or allowed the perpetration of most of the overt
acts of violence, such as stopping trains, forcing men
therefrom, uncoupling cars, disconnecting engines,
and other lawless doings of the kind, and which made
itself amenable also to the charge of directly attacking
the interests of the government and society at large as
well as of the railway companies.

As Genera] Hurlbut of Illinois so forcibly ex-

pr.esses I, in a baper recently published, “they per-
mitted themselves to be the nucleus around which

the idle, Vicious, and crimina] element could gather.

) “Quip.
Pay thep,

- and thus paralyzed the natural cir-
he Commonwealth.” It is in the menace
al interests of society involved in these
S that the rea] gravity of the situation
this country is now called to deal exists.
d system is today a supreme necessity 10

“The railrog



furnish ready markets, and to bring
about the enormous interchange of products which

makes the country one. Stop it, and in ten days many
fthe country would near the starvation-point,
and within a month there would be no hamlet in the
vast territory drained by these channels but would
feel to the core of its business the effects of the stop-
his regular and unusual circulation.”

The enormous mechanical changes and progress
of the past century have brought about a complete rev-
olution, SO gradual that perhaps it has not been gener-
ally apprehended, in the very condition of things in
the United States. The water lines, which, at the date

of the framing of the Constitution, were our impor-
tant channels of internal commerce, have been almost

superseded by the new iron highways. Upon these is
horne a traffic so essentially national, so closely in-
rerwoven with the interests not only of our own but
other countries, that it demands the most efficient and
speedy protection against all unlawful interference. . . .
it is well known that the government uses the rail-
way lines of the country, both as postal and military
highways, in such form as its interests may require. The
Constitution of the United States imposes upon the gov-
ernment the duty of thoroughly protecting inter-State
commerce. When it is considered that the stock and
bond holders of the various railway companies, when-
ever the interests of the government required it, paid
taxes upon their coupons, their dividends, and their
gross receipts, that they promptly met every call made by
the Federal authorities, and that the entire equipment of
the various lines was often placed at the disposal of the
government for the prompt movement of the national
forces and their supplies, to the exclusion often of other
and more profitable traffic, it would seem but a matter of
equity that the government should insure such protec
tion to these railways as would preserve their usefulness
a’nd keep them always in condition to render similar ser-
vices when they may be required. But over and beyond
such considerations as these, the absolute dependence of
the whole community upon this great system of railways
for almost its very existence as a civilized body would

seem to impose upon the Federal government in the last
esort the supreme duty of preventing any lawless and

parts O
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violent interference with the regular and certain opera-

tion of every railway in the United States.

This insurrection, which extended through fourteen
States, and in many cases successfully defied the local
authorities, presents a state of facts almost as serious as
that which prevailed at the outbreak of the Civil War.
Unless our own experience is to differ entirely from other
countries,—and it is not easy to see why it should, with
the increasing population of our large cities and business
centres, and the inevitable assemblage at such points of
the vicious and evil-disposed,—the late troubles may be
but the prelude to other manifestations of mob violence,
with this added peril, that now, for the first time in Amer-
ican history, has an organized mob learned its power to
terrorize the law-abiding citizens of great communities.
With our recent experience before us, it is believed that

no thoughtful man can argue in favor of delay by the
proper authorities in dealing with lawless and riotous as-

semblages. Delay simply leads to destruction of property,
and may lead in the end to the destruction of life. . . .
With the approach of winter, and the loss of out-

door employment which severe weather even in the

most prosperous times entails, the country will have

to deal not only with the deserving among the un-

employed, who can be reached and helped through

local organizations, but with vast numbers of idle,

dangerous, and in many cases desperate men, who
have been allowed unfortunately to catch a glimpse
of their possible power for mischief. Such men,
unless confronted by a thorough organization in the
cities, States, and other communities, backed by the
power of the Federal government and an unmistak-
able public opinion, will need but little urging to
renew the scenes which have already brought such
disgrace upon the American name. . ..

My own railway experience, extending over a
period of thirty years, leads me to believe that the man-
agers of American railways in general may fearlessly
appeal to their past relations with the faithful among
their employés, to prove that they at least have always
endeavored to treat the interests of employers and em-
ployed as identical, and have never failed to take into

prompt and respectful consideration every grievance
which has been fairly and properly presented to them.
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nts come from Allan Pinkerton and Terence Powc.lerly. Pinkerton became
e d’(x)r;lemdeetective. During the Civil War, his company provided the federal govern.
r{s:ﬁﬁifg é(lopf)treln incorrect) intelligence reports of Co.nfederat(f: troop strenfg;?nalzrclldrzotvglllentg
After the war, Pinkerton’s agency sold its services to prlvat.e businesses, proc’\in ) g ! Gs ria es.pl-
onage, guards, strikebreakers, and agents provocateurs. Pinkerton assumed that the Great Strike

of 1877 was part of a much larger conspiracy, imported to the United States from Europe and

designed to destroy the country. The excerpt reprinted here is from a book entitled Strikers, Com-
munists, Tramps and Detectives (1878).

Ierence Powderly, on the other hand, was an early member of one of the first nationwide
unions, the Knights of Labor. Founded in Philadelphia in 1869, it remained a small and secret

organization until the convulsions of the 1877 railroad strike broadened its reach and appeal to
800,000 members by 1887. Perhaps more important was the in

fluence the strike had on the goals
of the Knights. The violence and failure of the strike led man

te Upon the land from every quar:
1 central volcano had upraised

1S




ad and belched forth burning rivers that

hideous he |
coursed out upon the country in every direction. No  Through my Scotch an Wit
general action for safety could be taken. Look where become well acquaimed wit o Jifference in
we might, SOME fresh danger was presented. No one  strikes in those countries. One ™ n, in almost every
had prophesied it; no one could prevent it; no onewas them there is in the fact that wome ’d seem the most
found brave enough or wise enough to stop its pesti-  instance after the strike 18 inaUgUfat‘; ,he trike by the
lential spread. Its birth was spontaneous; its progress savage in preventing the breaklmg O ”t called theré
like a hurricane; its demise a complete farce. employment of “oobs,” as the ’scab§ af‘e S
i both inciting and participating In o
_d said regarding tne

But, looking over the destruction wrought, the
consideration of the now clearly established fact, that
our country has arrived at such an age and condition
that it contains the dormant elements which require

rtain measure of turbulent handling to at

any moment again bring to the surface even a stron- by the vicious dictation O
manner of labor unions an

ger and more concentrated power of violence and
outlawry, becomes not only a most wise policy, but  ing. No manufacturing town,
this baleful influence. Though many

an urgent necessity. . . .
The great strike has left everybody poorer. Who  tions have professed oppositio

has been bettered? Who can point to a single instance
where a body of workingmen has been benefited by become powe
have openly avowed them. They have become a

their participation?
Who shall pay for the enforced idleness of mil- ement in politics. The intelligent workingmen, not
ce of these ex-

lions: the ruin to vast business interests; the misery  being altogether ready for the acceptan
treme doctrines, have given them no political support,

brought upon innocent working men and women;
and for the hundreds of lives sacrificed upon this and their violent propagators have been obliged to fall
altar of human ignorance, blindness, and frenzy?  back upon agitation of subjects which would antago-
Looking at the matter from any point of consider- nize labor and capital. For years we have been recov-
ation, no good thing can be seen in it, unless it may ering from the extravagances of the war period. Labor
be judged a good thing to know that we have among has gradually, but surely, been becoming cheaper, and
us a pernicious communistic spirit which is demoral-  its demand less. Workingmen have not economized in
izing workingmen, continually creating a deeper and the proportion that economy became necessary. Want
more intense antagonism between labor and capi- and penury followed. Workingmen consequently have
tal, and so embittering naturally restless elements become discontented and embittered. They have been
against the better elements of society, that 1t must be taught steadily, as their needs increased, that they were
crushed out completely, or we shall be compelled to  being enslaved and robbed, and that all that was neces-
submit to greater excesses and more overwhelming sary for bettering their condition was a general uprising
disasters in the near future. against capital. So that when, under the leadership of
The “strike” is essentially an institution of con- designing men, that great class of railroad employees—
tinental Europe, and, like all other good and bad than whom no body of workingmen in America were
emanations from that part of the world, oradually ever better compensated—began their strike, nearly
every other class caught the infection, and by these dan-

but surely found its way into England, Scotland, and
Ireland, and from thence was transplanted to this gerous communistic leaders were made to believe that
country. Riot, which has always existed, has become the proper time for action had come.*

A good deal has been written a . —
causes of our great strike of '77. ToomY mind they,

only a c€
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. labor question. The stir-

ring events of that year, in labor circles attractet;iletg]e
Jttention of all classes toward the labor prf) d'ci
and for the first time in the history of Amer.lca 1

the industrial question assume such propom(.)ns as
10 become the theme of conversation in public and

thor
| hree vears ago it was suggested tO the au

private. . . . |
The necessity for organization among producers

becomes clearly discernible when one takes note of
the tendencies toward centralization of power in the
hands of those who control the wealth of the country.
Combinations, monopolies, trusts, and pools, make
it easy for a few to absorb the earnings of the work-
ers, and limit their earnings to the lowest sum on
which they can sustain life. Combination, in Amer-
ica, is heartless in the extreme, and has reached a
point where it hesitates about going still farther only
through the fear of crowding the poor to a condition
“where the brute takes the place of the man.” And
yet these combinations and pools are educators; they
are teaching the American people that if a few men
may successfully corner the results of labor, and the
wealth to purchase them, there is no just reason why

the many may not do so for the benefit of all, through
agents of their own selection

The recent alarming development and aggression
of aggregated wealth, which, unless checked, will
Invariably lead to the pauperization and hopeless
degradation of the toiling masses, render it Impera-
tive, it we desire to enjoy the blessings of life, that
a check should be placed upon its power and upon
‘unjust accumulation, and a system adopted which
will secure to the laborer the fruits of his toil; and as

this much-desired object can only be accomplished
by the thorough unification of l.al?or, 'ar?d the. United
efforts of those who obey the divine injunction thay
15y the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread,” we
have formed the ****7 with a view of sec:uring the
organization and direction, by co-operative effort,
of the power of the industrial classes; and we submit
to the world the objects sought to be accomplished
by our organization, calling upon all who believe in
securing ‘the greatest good t0 the greatest number’ to

aid and assist us:—

. To bring within the folds of organization
every department of productive industry,
making knowledge a stand-point for action,
and industrial and moral worth, not wealth,
the true standard of individual and national
greatness.

[I. To secure to the toilers a proper share of the
wealth that they create; more of the leisure
that rightfully belongs to them; more soci-
etary advantages; more of the benefits, privi-
leges, and emoluments of the world; in a word,
all those rights and privileges necessary to
make them capable of enjoying, appreciating,
defending, and perpetuating the blessings of
good government.

lo arrive at the true condition of the produc

Ing masses in their educational, moral, and

financial condition, by demanding from the

various governments the establishment of

bureaus of Labor Statistics.

V. 'Ithe establishment of co-operative institu-
tions, productive and distributive.

[1I.



v. The reservin

VI

VIL

VIIL

IX.

g of the public lands—the heri-
tage of the people—for the actual settler;—not

,nother acre for railroads or speculators.
The abrogation of all laws that do not

bear equally upon capital and labor, the re-
unjust technicalities, delays, and dis-

criminations in the administration of justice,

and the adopting of measures providing for
the health and safety of those engaged In
mining, manufacturing, or building pursuits.

The enactment of laws to compel chartered
corporations to pay their employes weekly, In
full, for labor performed during the preceding
week, in the lawful money of the country.

The enactment of laws giving mechanics and
laborers a first lien on their work for their full

moval of

wages.
The abolishment of the contract system on na-

tional State, and municipal work.

The substitution of arbitration for strikes,
whenever and wherever employers and em-
ployes are willing to meet on equitable grounds.

XI.

XI1.

XV. To prevail upon governments t

The prohibition of
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the employment of chil-

dren in workshops, mines and factories before

attaining their fourteenth year.

To abolish the system of letting
tract the labor of convicts in our pri

reformatory institutions.
To secure for both sexes equd

out by con-
sons and

| pay for equal

work

for social enjoyment and intellectual improve-

ment, and be enabled to reap the advantages
conferred by the labor-saving machinery

which their brains have created.
o establish a

irculating medium, based
d resources of the nation,

and issued directly to the people, without
the intervention of any system of banking

corporations, which money shall be a legal
tender in payment of all debts, public or

purely national ¢
upon the faith an

private.’
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Documents 6 and 7 are contemporary commentaries on the conflict b
Document 6 is an 1882 cartoon satirizing the

Keppler, “The First Annual Picnic

parent indifference of industrial and financial
progress despite their efforts. Note the presence O

with the Pittsburgh strikers.
Document 7 comes from a New York

Beecher during the strik

wealthy, and Beecher was one of the most famous ¢
ment of the strikers grew out of his attachment t0 the Soci

of living is survival of the fittest, which just hap

———E—

e
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etween labor and capital.

growing gulf between the two. Drawn by Joseph
of the Knights of Labor” paints a despairing view of the ap-

elites to the plight of workers, who fail to make

f both the Knights of Labor and sympathizers

Times report on the sermons of Reverend Henry Ward

e. Beecher's congregation, Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, was very
lergymen in America. Beecher’s harsh judg-

al Darwinist assumption that the law

pened to flatter his very successful congregants
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Image 2.5 Puck (1882).

Austrian immigrant Joseph Keppler
used his satirical magazine to critique
the conflict between labor and

capital. Here he shows the financial
glants Cornelius Vanderbilt and

10 ascend a “Monopoly Greased”
pole to reach better wages, food,

and wine. The Knights of Labor

had grown significantly in the years
since the strike of 1877 to become—
briefly—the most powerful labor
organization in the country. As the
Knights began to embrace and initiate
strikes, Keppler became much less

sympathetic.

S‘OUrce: New York: Published by Keppler &
sc.hwa”‘ma""' June 21, 1882. Courtesy Library
of Congress.
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, »THERE 1S NO RICH CLASS AND NO WORKI
CLASS UNDER THE LAW" (1877) i

HENRY WARD BEECHER

COMMUNISM DENOUNCED

rHE PU

V. HENRY WARD BEECHER CONDEMNS THE HENRY WARD BEECHER’S OPINION ON THE

1RIKE AND SECLARES THAT A FAMILY CAN  LABOR QUESTION

(I[VE ON A DOLLAR A '?AY We look upon the importation of the communistic

What right had th.e v\forkmg men, the members of and like European notions as abominations. Their
organizations, to say to any one, 'You notions and theories that the Government should

those great . ,
for wages which we refuse.’ They had be paternal and take care of the welfare of its sub-

shall not work ,
) perfed right to say to the employ.ers, We shall not jects and provide them with labor, 1s un-American.
you, but they had no right to tyrannize It is the form in which oppression has had its most
disastrous scope in the world. The American doc-

trine is that it is the duty of the Government merely

to protect the people while they are taking care of
themselves—nothing more than that. “Hands oft,

we say to the Government; “see to it that we are pro-
tected in our rights and our individuality. No more

than that.” The theories of Europe in regard to the

and property, must share in it. It was true community of property we reject because they are
d against natural law and will never be practicable.

tve children, if a man would insist on smoking and  God has intended the great to be great, and the little to

drinking beer. Was not a dollar a day enough to buy  be little. No equalization process can ever take place

bread! Water costs nothing. [Laughter.] Man cannot until men are made equal as productive forces. It is
1 wild vision, not a practicable theory. The European

live by bread, it is true; but the man who cannot
live on bread and water is not fit to live. [Laughter.]  theories of combinations between workmen and
trades-unions and communes destroy the individu-

When a man is educated away from the power of
ality of the person, and there is no possible way of

self-denial, he is falsely educated. A family may live
on good bread and water in the morning, water and preserving the liberty of the people except by the
intact from Gov-

bread at midday, and good water and bread at night. maintenance of individual liberty,
[Continued laughter.] Such may be called the bread ernment and intact from individual meddling. Per-

of affliction, but it was fit that man should eat of the sonshavetherightto work when or where they please,

bread of affliction. Thousands would be glad of a  aslongas they please, and for what they please, and
dollar a day, and it added to the sin of the men on | ht, and to put good

strike for them to turn round and say to those men,
You can do so, but you shall not." There might be

special cases of hardship, but the great laws of politi-
cal economy could not be set at defiance. in their rights, an

over their fellow-men. They had put themselves in

an attitude of tyrannical opposition to all law and
order and they could not be defended. The necessi-

ries of the great railroad companies demanded that
there should be a reduction of wages. There must be
continual shrinkage until things come back to the
oold standard, and wages, as well as greenbacks, pro-

visions,
‘hat $1 a day was not enough to support a man an

Covernment protects mef

d not Government, but God, gave
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1 that right. All that the Covernment h . any rights rGSUlting from the f;c’t tfm-t l;]t? bel()ngs to 3 %
AL T 1l use your rights s0 a8 m.u o Jass. I ‘he eye of the law we have r‘ng ts, but Simply ;

| in the liberty that ~ .+ The law rubs out all the European distjp,. E

¢ e no right
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anonthers: to secure 1o ever
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> .ds shall be distrl
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into
11 et each man goih 1ass : ;ays all men are born .
1! Leteacl iions of class and say equal. we

hear of the cich class being arrayed against the wor.

sophical, nd false in fact. It is an American doctrine
‘hat every man is to have the full ownership of him.

<elf and therightto develop himself if he can do i 8
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Unlike the prior selections in this chapter, Documents 8 and 9 come from t.wo individfl-
.1s remembering the strike many decades later. Samuel Gompers worked as a cigar maker in
New York City during the strike. He eventually rose from worker to local union leader and finally
to president of the American Federation of Labor, a coalition of craft unions founded in 1886. In
his later life, Gompers always insisted that organized labor must stay out of politics, must eschew
socialism, and must not question owners’ rights to hold property and manage it; unions existed
to improve wages and working conditions, not to make workers co-owners or managers. Gompers's
passage was written fifty years after the Great Strike and published in his memoirs.

Similarly, Mary Harris “Mother” Jones was a labor organizer and, in the following excerpt from
her autobioglta.phy, also remembers the strike from a distance of fifty years. Unlike Gompers, Jones
;Zs ;1}(})2 2 ;t)}(])i 1;1:;1( ?biiiza;eut:u; 2 ;ci)tcs:i;th l:rlcgvrvrtl (fic?r hel: militant orat.ory. She was c.)ver forty years
be at the eye of the storm as an’ organizer for anoih bl mVOlveme.ﬂ tin a labor action. She would

er half century. Like Gompers, she accused com-

: anyﬁgenlts of tomenting the violence and destruction. Note also her point that local businessmen
s well as laborers resented big national corporations like the Pennsylvania Railroad

——— g~
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protested agai?fst this cOUISE as a  successful strike, the railwa
y cy Our next”e dort was in the. for.m rebellion was 3 declaration )(;;vorkers .rebelled. Their
harmmonstmtions' FlrSt,. we called a mass meeting l.n American manhood against Pfg.lcfst in the name of
of dé s square early in August. Cro.wds met qul- the rights of American citi; " ‘mon':; that nullified
% pointed day. We had police protection 1877 was the tocsin that Soeun:a::;e ra.nlrc.)ad strike of
a TInging message

etly © the 2+ ion. . ..
oh 4 of police aBBIESIO T * ~ - of hope to us all.
ms{ij‘ass meetings for orga.mzatlon an(.i 58 UDIPIY The railroad rebellion was s
ent demonstrations Co-mmlilerd.;:/:;r;:: tc:) C;rlgani@ fiaYS before the establishment 2? rc):l‘lr;ec(t)il\l; :)I;rt h;:le-
iscon ont for Fonstructlve pd 31 ¢ .th YMr y paild  ing as an orderly system for presenting grievanis to
o more Jttention tO our flee;l sd an other | azfors hafi employers as the preliminary to securing an adjust-
Jone, but wage eafners did hee Our gospel o orga‘m- ment based on mutuality, the only way the workers
ation and solidar{ty. I a.m re(‘zountlng In some detaila  could secure the attention of employers was through
picture of cumulam.fe misery in order to bring out why  some demonstration of protest in the form of a strike.
"ol brought 2 wl.nsper of.hope. The crash that .broke The strike grew steadily until it surpassed in numbers
‘he months of strain came 1n tl.le revol.t of the ral.lroad and importance all previous industrial movements.
workers in July, 1877. That \.'xfas in the pioneer period of ~ Strikers and sympathetic workmen crowded into the
rilroading. The Union PaFIﬁC had been completed but  streets. The New York papers said at the time that
4 short time before, uniting the eastern and western so far as the arguments were concerned, the work-
ers had the best of the situation, but that they could

coasts in a new offort to conquer distance. The railway
.nions were but fledglings. In fierce competitive fights,
ilroad managements cut passenger and freight rates

tr below the maintenance level. They were prepar-

the resulting losses upon their employes
3, wages of railroad workers had ~ weapons, fire and violence, were labor’s response to

by wage cuts. In 187
been reduced ten per cent; a similar wage reduction arbitrary force. . . .
When the co-operative factory was abandoned

rounced for June 1, 1877. Railroad officials had
organized and united upon a uniform policy. They did with the close of the strike, I could have continued
not even consider consultation with their employes. to work there, but, of course, I had neither the desire
They handed down an order that meant another ten- nor the willingness to act as superintendent or fore-
per-cent reduction in the standards of living of their man for the factory although requested by them to
employes. Although both employment and pay on the  do 50, SO [ applied to Hirsch for my old job. Thflt had
railroads were irregular, unemployment was general been filled and there was really no opporfumty f.or
in all other lines of work, and railroad workers were work with him. The Cigar Manufacturers Associa-
obliged either to accept conditions, bad as they were, tion had declared that under no circumstances woul.d
any leaders of the strike be employed for at least six

or join the already large ranks of tramps. In addition
e ‘ months. As a consequence, for nearly four months 1

o cutting wages, the railroads announced employes . ‘
: s was out of employment. [ had parted with everything
and my wife and 1 were

were to be required to use company hotels which still
of any value in the house, a
addition to the

S - , miserie every day expeciill n mer 1N
iser] ' ewCo
o sperate by this accumulation of miseries, rv day expecting 4 7
five children we already had. . ..

Without organizations strong enough to conduct 2

not win because of the weakness of the unions. The
authorities grew apprehensive and asked for military

protection. Then the fight was on. Long pent-up re-
sentment found vent in destruction. The primitive

ing to shift
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1.0 that | remembE |
One of the first strikes tlnt‘l o Y ohio Rail

road employee
to come help them. 1 went. The mayor

1ch
swore in as deputy sheriffs 2 e 5% ‘?Ckﬁfigg the
of fellows who had drifted into that city .

' ‘ d and burned and rioted
panic of 1873. They pillage b
and looted. Their acts were charged up.tf) .the Striking
workingmen. The governor sent the mllma..

The Railroads had succeeded 1n getting 4 law
passed that in case of a strike, the train-crew should
bring in the locomotive to the roundhouse before
striking. This law the strikers faithfully obeyed.
Scores of locomotives were housed in Pittsburgh.

One night a riot occurred. Hundreds of box cars
standing on the tracks were soaked with oil and set
on fire and sent down the tracks to the roundhouse.

The roundhouse caught fire. Over one hundred lo-
comotives, belonging to the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, were destroyed. It was a wild night. The

flames lighted the sky and turned to fiery flames the
steel bayonettes of the soldjers.

s everybody knew, who really Perpetrateq
(he crime of burning the railroad’s Property. The,
and there | learned in the early part of my career th,,
labor must bear the Cross for others’ sins, mys¢ be the
vicarious sufferer for the wrongs that others dq

These early years saw the beginning of AMmericy,
industrial life. Hand and hand with the growth of
factories and the expansion of railroads, with the an.
cumulation of capital and the rise of banks, came anti.
labor legislation. Came strikes. Came violence. Came
the belief in the hearts and minds of the workers that

legislatures but carry out the will of the industria]jg s
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QUESTIONS o
? Whom do you believe:

tent? Evenhanded?
e? Did Pow-

1. Who were the strikers? What were their goals? How do accounts diffe.r
2. How did the law and government react to the crisis? Were they consis 4
3. What did Gompers mean by “American manhood"? Why did he use that phras

derly share Gompers’s outlook on the future of American labor? | o vou
4. If they could argue with Powderly, Gompers, Jones, and the anonymous striker, what doO'y

think Scott, Pinkerton, and Beecher would say? How would Gompers, Jones, and the striker
respond? Do you see any shared values between these camps?

5. What patriotic appeals did each side make? How did they differ?

6. Do you view the uprisings of 1877 as a strike? A riot? A rally? A terrorist at

decide?

tack? How did you
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