STROKE SCALE FLOWSHEET
National Institute of Health Stroke Scale (NIHSS)

A complete NIH Stroke Scale score consists of all 11 elements of the
NIH Stroke Scale. A modified NIH Stroke Scale score consists of
asterisk (*) items 1, 4, 5, 6 ﬁunshaded areas). Pupil exam may be
ordered in addition to the NIH Stroke Scale, but is not included in the
NIH Stroke Scale score. GCS is NOT included on Stroke Scale
Flowsheet, but ordered separately.

DATE  ADMIT
SCORE

Enter Stroke Scale scores for

each item in the spaces TIME
provided. NT denotes non-testable

0 [*1a. Level of consciousness 0 =alert
Q 1 = drowsy but arousable
wz 2 = stuporous
ch 3 =coma
2. : . 0 = answers both correctly
wo|*1b. Level of consciousness questions 1 = answers one corre
154 = ctl
58 (month, age) 2= both incorrect y
AL i 0 = performs both correctl
Z (*1c. Level of consciousness commands =P Y
8 (1. open, then close eyes 2. make fist, then let go) ; = gg{rf]oirrr\'régﬁggtcorrectly
2. Best gaze (1) - ma):irigx?l aze pals
cz> (ability to follow examiner s finger across horizontal plane) 2 = forced deviation Y
o | 3. Visual ? = ”°r¥.isluﬁ| loss
> (visual stimulus to patient s visual field quadrants-see |, Z P3f2 emianopsia .
: = complete hemianopsia
diagram on back of form) § = Biatoral hemianopsia (blind)
0 = normal B o
*4. Facial palsy 1 = minor asymmetry upon smiling, flattened nasmlabn?l fold
(shows teeth, raise eyebrows, squeeze eye I l ’;",’Zrng ce
*5a.Motor arm - left
*5b.Motor arm - right L
(extends arms with palms down to 90 degrees if sittir
E if supine and hold for 10 seconds - score driftmovem:
w Explain: R
=
g )
O |*6a.Motor leg - left (
= |6b.Motor leg - right i, L
(while supine, hold leg at 30 degrees for 5« § __
score drifymovement) o i
Explain: ( R
7. Limb ataxia “ fm exam
(finger to nose, heel down shin) ,
g L/
S | 8. Sensory e
Z (pin prick to face, arm, trunk and leg - compare ¢ unaware
[z
9. Bestlanguage ) n identity
w (name items, describe a picture and read se ]
2 see reverse side for use of words and pictuive «w wuv pictures rom patient response entify
8 in assessment) NT = mute, no useable speec
<z( 10. Dysarthria EI) . nmc:lrg\ illurs some words
- (evaluate speech clarity by patient repeating listed 2= severe, slurred speech, unintelligible or mute
words - see reverse side for use of words to aide in NT = intubated or other physical barrier
assessment) Explain: (explain)
11. Extinction and inattention L 0 =normal o ]
(use information from prior testing to identify neglect or 1 = inattention or extinction in one modality =~
double simultaneous stimuli testing - modality: visual, 2 = profound hemi-attention or hemi-inattention in
tactile/auditory, spacial) more than one modality
Pupil exam Size L
3 (see reverse side for diagram of mm) Reaction L
E Not included in NIH Stroke Scale score Size R
Reactive = R Nonreactive = N Reaction R

Total:
Modified NIHSS score

Total: 0-42
Complete NIHSS score
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Use for pupil scale
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Use with NIHSS question number 3
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Use with NIHSS question number 9
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