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PAPER | TOPICS & INFORMATION (SUBJECT TO CHANGE! MAY BE UPDATED THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER)
The Challenger case is good for looking at 2 situation from many different viewpoints and analyzing the various concepts
3 in the chapter. The table below i the clas discussion topics.
 Page1: Write approx. one page devoted to the topic assigned to your group, based on the discussion.
« Page 2: Write one page devoted to the two most important things your group learned from the Challenger
Disaster case. You can draw pon the information in the text, Roger Boisjoly's comments on the video, and web
site material,

Topics for Paper #3 - Related to the space shuttle disaster
(Read pages 95-105 from Challenger handout posted in Canvas)

Roger Boisjoly - From what you have learned about Roger, did he take appropriate action for the situation? What

could he have done differently? What did you leam from him?

Corporate Structure of Morton Thiokol and NASA - Analyze the Challenger Case from the standpaint of the corporate

structure, chain of command, or interpersonal dynamics within Morton Thiokol and NASA.

Media Hype - What was the impact of events of the launch related to "teacher in space” Christa MacAulffe? What
was going on that may have caused NASA to ignore safety considerations the way they did?

Informed Consent - Page 101 - The principle of ‘informed consent” requires that peaple who are "at-isk" ina
situation have the right to be informed of that isk (or danger) by their employer, researchers, or other institutions
involved. Study the principle of informed consent and comment on how that principle was invoked or ignored in this
case. Start with the top two paragraphs on page 101 of the text.

Graphical information (page 98 8 99) - The enginesrs trying to stop the launch were unable to present convincing
evidence of the danger to representatives of management and NASA. The graphical information shown on page 99
shows sorme of what was available and/or used by the engineers to illustrate the o-ring danger. Analyze what
happened and what you think should have happened to the data in order to avoid missing the important information.
Discuss the importance, if any, of being able to use descriptive statistics.

Topic6 | "Take off your engineering hat.." - Discussion topic 1, page 104. This is @ very rich discussion question. It begs the
auestion, just what is the role of an engineer anyway?

NOTE: THIS IS A 2-PAGE PAPER ... NOT A TWO 1-PAGE PAPER! This means your paper should be interconnected.
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