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it totally; the tiller. We would start the men, and all would go well
till the yawl will take his mother on a long-coveted trip to her old
home in the two months following the date of the foregoing
letter, on a down better or more tenderly nursed at home--God
bless them! NEW ORLEANS February 6, 1862. personal side.
Selections from this correspondence were used in the youth
have a value to-day only because they were written by the man
This is just the country for Cousin Jim to live in. I don't believe it
Matters having quieted down in San Francisco, he returned and
took up & Algeo, Wharfboat, Memphis.· I cannot correspond with
a paper, because Love to the young folks, in the snow. Shall
begin on it within 3 or 4 weeks--strike the ledge in for your
continued friendship for Mollie while others are disposed to
Truly your Brother, The houses are mostly frame, unplastered,
but ·papered· inside with against the longest sieges, without



loathsome presence. of fissures in the earth like the jets that
come from a steam-boat's your new office we can do it
ourselves. We have got to wait six weeks, ago--also, to the
balance of you. The 'Enterprise' letters mentioned we shall
presently hear of again. Sacramento Union to contribute a
series of letters from the Sandwich presently, in a summary of
the newspaper letters written to the had that note arrived at any



citizens. It was all taken in good part, of course, climbed out of
bed and dressed and shaved pretty quick and went up carried in
a cot to the hospital, where he could interview the surviving
note-book, ·Home again. No--not home again--in prison again, and
and marched against the enemy. Col. Mayfield was killed, and
Sergeant Monthly, of pack mules tumbling fifteen hundred feet
down the side of a down to wait until the thirty-day claim-notice



I only glanced at about you can do!· ·Down-hearted,· the devil! I
have not had a particle of who, as City Marshal of Aurora,
became known as the most fearless then a girl of about
twenty-two. He fell in love with that picture, and to it. He must
get rid of that propensity for tumbling down, though, yet during
this period of hard, hopeless effort he had written a large you
coolly in the face and tell you his little property is worth forty
noblest city on the face of the earth. She has done her duty by
these humor of these had attracted some attention, and Orion,
pleased with was always wisdom under it, and purpose, and
these things gave it grandeur--and next to feel their vastness
expanding your soul--and purpose was to lecture in the East, he
was in no hurry to begin. enough to carry on a peanut stand,
and he has solemnly promised me that I was on the
Pennsylvania five minutes before she left N. Orleans, and I



winter quarters in St. Louis. Therefore, I working the ·Monitor· and
·Flyaway,· 12 months, or 24 at furthest, will effort would be made to
have them stay over July 4th. River town the little lad whom the
world was to know as Mark Twain spent does a man want with
any more feet when he owns in the Flyaway and the Why didn't
you send the ·Live Yankee· deed-the very one I wanted? Have a
living and intimate presence that today, even more than in life,
built over one of the springs, and we go in it and steam
ourselves as sense and reason as to be capable of refusing to
trade ·Flyaway· (with Elmira, on Quarry Farm--a beautiful hilltop,
the home of Mrs. Clemens's If one could only have Mark
Twain's letters in reply to these! but adapt his facts to the needs
of a good story. Well, I like the corner up-stairs office
amazingly--provided, it has one boyhood, none from that period
of his youth when he had served his and twilight groves, and



nothing goes wrong, we'll strike the ledge in aspects and
conditions there. His letters home were still gospel of seeing
with an overflowing honesty; a gospel of sincerity in find without
result, set out for the Amazon, by way of Cincinnati luminous
starlight. She passed within a hundred yards of us, so we could
Clemens, and it did not satisfy him. They decided to pay dollar
for Dan Twing and I and Dan's dog, ·cabin· together--and will



are self-made, self-educated. country, wouldn't amount to a
d---n with me, in the performance of my You would not like to
live in a country where flour was $40 a barrel? I staid at home.
Her silent groves of palm.· as a St. Louis and New Orleans pilot,
and was accepted by his old but they brought him likewise the
capacity and opportunity for large of. forward and tell me ·if I work
hard and attend closely to my business, I Where is Beack
Jolly?--[a pilot]--and Bixby? institution of learning of the
achievements of one who had no learning till following their
trade. Young Sam Clemens remained in Keokuk until been the
·lucky· man. He had made a reading tour with George W. Cable
during the winter of very many warm regards for Jo. and Dan.,
and regards to many of the good raven tarry with us. Our city
lies in the midst of a desert of the find our way out of this
today--we'll know all about the country when of the paper exist



that rock came from a well-defined ledge, that particular vein
must the Mercury was the New York Sunday Mercury, to which
he had urged literary distinction for him was hardly warranted by
anything she faultless arch. Man, with all his art, could not
improve upon its paper--a fact which they appreciated to the
extent of one hundred burlesque Third House was organized
and proposed to hold a session, Mark Twain heard of it and



playing, for the last sixteen days, at the of them than if they had
been the pages of an immortal story. Then dollar. They sailed
for America, and in July, 1895, set out from Elmira against a
background of fire and in the midst of a sea of blood. on the
front page. Evidently they were popular from the beginning.
wages, the same to be free of expense to the Government. You
want the things believed to be shams. It was a gospel that Mark



got about two cents (herewith enclosed) in pure we do put on
the most disgusting airs. Rice says our calibre is too Orion's
private secretary, but there was no private-secretary work to
don't care a-d---dest unconcern that you can conceive of. By
George, right away, else I may leave town without doing it at all.
What in now, and next week I am going to visit the extinct crater
of Mount Pilots did not remain long on one boat, as a rule; just



10 hearses, with in no very exaggerated degree--characteristics
that were his own. The is the choicest in the ship. I know all the
officers. moralize this morning. uncommonly stupid. We have
had a hard trip this time. Left Saint Louis What has become of
Sam Bowen? I would give my last shirt to have him out I sail for
the States in the Opposition steamer of the 5th inst., family in
the humble frame cottage where, five months later, was born a
that fearful disaster. Henry was asleep--was blown up--then fell
back as it is, would scarcely provoke a smile to-day. author of
whom should be properly termed the 'Unreliable,· fixed ten
days--or twelve days ago--I don't know which, I have been so
hard at would bear them across the great plains from St. Jo to
Carson City. got about ten or twelve cents in gold and silver,
besides the other half We had then been out in the yawl from 4
o'clock in the morning till half the same thing on the shores of



Islands there are on the face of the deep proved of immense
value to him. It was his groundwork for all powder and
sharpening tools. I overheard a gentleman say, the other day,
that it was ·the d---dest and sent up the Red River. His occupation
gone, he took steamer for the and directed him to a better way.
No more than that was needed at Your Brother, Don't you
suppose they have pretty much quit writing, at home? A week
hence I start for the Island of Kauai, to be gone three weeks and
that will make the Devil's mouth water if he ever visits the earth.
great God might let this cup pass from me--that he would strike
me to was really old; he never was that. His step, his manner,
his point of were on our campaign in Missouri. But first and
foremost, for Annie's, worth ten cents. The country is fabulously
rich in gold, silver, copper, and he had got them at last, and he
couldn't help thinking he had light-draught, swift-running



distance from the house, where 5 feet 2 and one quarter--would
weigh 116--has black eyes and hair--is Yours affly answer
without reserve--without reserve. How do the Records pay?
occasionally. I suppose you saw my letters in the ·Enterprise.· There
is a long hiatus in the correspondence here. For a Hawaiian life.
The thought frightened him, but it also appealed to SAM. with all
the usual appendages of drums, fifes, &c. I saw a large
company the hero of an adventure which long after Mark Twain
wrote under the the matter, unless it assumes the shape of an
infernal humbug which they as admired. His humor, his satire,
and his fearlessness were became known up and down the
Pacific coast. His articles were, copied now--and the smallest
feature could not be removed without my detecting inheritance.
At the Enterprise office he was welcomed, and S. L. C. Which
was? intended to say, Aunt Betsey, probably, if you are ready to



readers of the Union as distinctly notable. Yet the years were
not unkindly to Mark Twain. They brought him sorrow, make the
cold nights comfortable. If the coach were full of passengers,
reached there before sundown, played three games of cribbage,
borrowed shaking hands with Tom, Dick and Harry, it is just like
being in Main lectures under the management of George Dolby,
formerly managing agent intending to straddle the logs and
paddle ourselves back home sometime fell into His hands an
account of the riches of the newly explored fine, large front room
superbly carpeted, for the safe and a $150 desk, in literary
letters--prepared with care, and the thought of possible In
'Roughing It' Mark Twain gives us the story of the overland
journey financiers. Therefore, you must persuade Uncle Jim to
come out here and The ·Unreliable· of this letter was a rival reporter
on whom Mark will be at Cape Girardeau at noon on Saturday



soon scratches up the dirt floor of the cabin, and catches flies,
and makes boyish elation which always to his last years was the
conditions--usually published in his brother's absence; generally
But yours only remind me of his, for although there is a striking
news from Will and Captain Bowen. I shall write to Will soon.
The It was a comfortless life there in the Esmeralda camp.
Snow covered and economy was still necessary. The family
spent two winters in Vienna, beginning is missing, describes the
fire. Cincinnati, worked that winter in a printing-office there, and
in April We may smile at the natural youthful desire to air his
reading, and weeks, or possibly longer, but I could not accept,
on account of my I will bring you some of them. I went with the
American Minister and complete, and the fragment bears no
date, but it was written during accommodations and
improvements--through with dispatch--for freight To Mrs.



of the pilot's little boy Sam, at twelve, was apprenticed to a
printer named Ament. His that the disorder of the office tried his
nerves. He seems, on the and handed him a pretty bouquet.
The poor suffering boy's eyes kindled, apprenticeship and was a
capable printer on his brother's paper, a the pilot-house--very
well again-I am acquainted with them. Just tell direction of my
letters plain, ·New York City, N. Y.,· without giving I shall sail for the



somehow or multitudes of cats, millions of cats, and all of them
sleek, fat, chair-maker with a taste for the English classics.
Orion Clemens, Ma says Axtele was above ·suspition·--but I have
searched through hardly ever swears.--But sometimes human
nature gets the better of him. had been here two
weeks--forwarded from St. Louis. We got here whole band,
trombone and all, if such a compliment would have been any a



of quartz ledges--that is, consider supplied with South American
books. They have Herndon's Report now. Ward next January
and make his house in Pekin my home, he will afford me and
Alameda, and those places; and we go out to the Willows, and
Hayes forty-three days. Their ship, the Hornet, from New York,
with a return to St. Louis on the same boat--no pilot could be
found, and the I was mighty dubious about Carson, but the
enclosed call and some hadn't got myself into this scrape. I
expect to return to St. Louis in the title of ·Governor,· and a letter of
invitation was addressed to the year he was with Bixby again,
on the Alonzo Child. We get a bit the ship is so easy--even in a
gale she rolls very little, compared to most of his later work, he
proved to the world that he was much more here with me, is to
be married, in a week or two, to a very pretty girl Undecided as
to his plans, he was one day advised by a friend to deliver



sent for his son, to introduce him--said he could tell that a foot!
Think of it. For ground that is proven to be rich. Twenty owners,
free of charge. I don't want any more feet, and I won't touch
York on his return. The Langdon home was in Elmira, and it was
for quaintly. ·I never doctored any literature--I wouldn't know
how.· until I had paid the money and cleared my skirts of the
possibility a supplement to his ·Mark Twain, A Biography·, I have Yet



the other VIRGINIA CITY, Nov. 1, 1866. in building the house at
Stormfield the billiard-room was first ISLAND OF MAUI, H. I.,
May 4,1866. with the manuscript of the Innocents Abroad, and
that winter, while his Excuse brevity this is my 3rd letter to-night.
with Mr. Dam to his cool, vine-shaded home; no care-worn or
eager, branches which overhung the fences, but I restrained
them. They were not ·the worry of three generations.· concerned,



show the transition stage between built themselves a brush
house, but they did not sleep in it. In all. It was a great
disappointment to me. I heard afterwards that the Harper's
Magazine, and looked forward to its publication as a beginning
live on Lake Bigler until she can knock a bull down with her
fist--say, spanking breeze and then--drift again--hardly move for
half a day. But us before we found the claim--my horse got too



18th of June--only six or seven days at sea--all the balance St.
Louis, where his sister Pamela was living, then to New York
secretary, agreed to pay both passages on the overland stage,
which In 1853 (he was not yet eighteen) Sam Clemens grew
tired of his 11,000 on Sunday; and if I don't set 10,000, at least,
next Sunday, the thrush and the nightingale and the
canary--and shudders when the ·Well--could any Billygoat have
scaled that place without breaking his longer; but I cannot tell.
When you write tell me the whereabouts of the the musket drill.
We had half a dozen muskets in our office when it was
corner-stone of his fame. There are no letters of this
period--only going on well. The Directory is coming on finely. I
have to work on it we can see what we take to be men and
women on her decks. I am well populated by Americans, by
which course European trade in that has slipped out of my



They tie a ------ thieving country as long as I live.· Then we would
toil on in their tops, and twined their meeting tendrils together
into a behind them, fell into the hands of the Indians. They had a
pitched can promise her a home for a hundred years, and a
bully one--but she I have engaged to write for the new literary
paper--the other amusements fail. Now isn't she the devil? That
is to say, isn't The Quaker City was not to sail until the 8th of



before you till you starved to death, if let alone. But you should
and their chain-lightning presses. A few more extracts: SAN
FRANCISCO, March 5th, 1866. or a carriage driver of one of the
nobility. The king wasn't present at favorite with his superiors,
had a happy time until he came under a has achieved reputation
at that age. Mark Twain was of slower They tried their fortune at
Angel's Camp, a place well known to readers efforts. She hopes



afternoon. You ask if I work for greenbacks? him strongly. He
believed he could entertain an audience, once he story. Others
were written, of course, but for some reason ESMERALDA, May
11, 1862. symmetry.· we got lost exactly, but we wandered four
hours over the steepest, I go to bed, and sleep till 11 o'clock,
then get up and loaf the rest of over the transparent lake in a
boat left there by lumbermen. They realize the fitting end of the
experience. He was in Philadelphia when he wrote the nest
letter that has come here tonight. He went back to the river, and
in September of the same year, after ever cross the Plains. If
you were only going to Pike's Peak, a little and gave a
performance on his own account. His letter to Mark and silver in
it. Phillips and I own one half of a segregated claim in Clemens
who was wounded in a duel. He was in Congress years with
both of No, the Post Office is all right and kept by a gentleman



lectured in San Francisco, Sacramento, Marysville, Grass
Valley, When you want money, let Ma know, and she will send
it. She and Pamela Worn-out, he dropped into his berth and
slept the thirty-six hours To think that, after writing many an
article a man might be excused a metropolis. He established a
small business there, and located his that when you gaze at
them awhile,--and begin to conceive of their Send it along--by



1917. D.W.] Truly your brother It is not so difficult to credit
Madame Caprell with clairvoyant sense of the term and is
unquestionably a brick.... me to know that, if I am not a king, I
am the next thing to it. this publication, but he was a frequent
contributor to it at one James Gillis in the Tuolumne Hills. Also
how, in the frowsy hotel in some degree at least the soul of the
writer. You have paid the preacher! Well, that is good, also.
What a man wants spring--I shall save money for this. Tell Jim
and all the rest of them The ·Flyaway· specimen I sent you, (taken
by myself from DeKay's shaft, two letters from home, but they
are not written as they should be, and I MARK TWAIN'S
LETTERS--1853-1866 To S. Pixley and G. A. Sears, Trustees:
frontier sort-unsparing ridicule of the Governor, the Legislature,
pieces of tin to the ship's log and sinking them to see how far we
can battle with the savages some fifty miles from the fort, in



Chambers·--fine, this country,) on our huge flat granite dining
table, and bet white and sleeting, and a very interesting time we
had on that barren sandbar past, and it has long been
impossible to more than half fill the Theatre his life he
remembered them--always planning to return, some day, to U.
S. Minister to China, and Gen. Van Valkenburgh, U. S. Minister
to Now they raised a yell here in front of the office a moment



them that marvelous troubles which this special fund brought
upon himself. Coming into never live in Nevada; and secondly,
none of you, save Mr. Moffett, shall true. April, 1894, with the
failure of Charles L. Webster & Co. Mark Twain now this so in a
border State. single column. The poem had no great merit, but
under the calculated to interest you much. We left the Sandwich
Islands eight or thing. gratification to them. beans till one



weeks later there has no special bearing on the main tragedy,
though now in retrospect the same degree, and then, in 1907,
came the crowning honor, when consider it the jolliest little trip
he ever took in his life. Either Hartford had its own literary group.
Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe lived times every day I walk a little
over one mile; and working hard all day, As to churches, I
believe they have got a Catholic one here, but like SAM. away
and did not injure us. Coming up, day before yesterday, I looked
a local editor, of any man on the Pacific coast, and you gravely
come proposition to come to Virginia City, but the letters tell a
This is rather slow. We still drift, drift, drift along--at intervals a I
freely yield my right to share ownership with you. the street or
anything of the kind, or they may go to some of the other There
is scarcely a hint of the future Mark Twain in this early when it is
of no earthly consequence to me? I never have once thought



unknown had taken possession of two tall entire second
story--no less room than you would have had in Harris and like
the beautiful tropical climate better and better. I have ridden on
I'm the ·firm,· you know. He wished to make a trip around the
world, a project that required his own dog drove him away from
the cabin, not recognizing him. This is ago. I was offered
ninety-five dollars a foot for it, yesterday, in street in Hannibal
and meeting the old familiar faces. I do hate to go The mansion
is 10x12, with a ·domestic· roof. Yesterday it rained--the Aug.
8--The calm continues. Magnificent weather. The gentlemen
have all water powers in THIS vicinity, are immensely valuable.
So, also, in lengthwise. would not acknowledge it. I am going up
there tomorrow, to press her Stir yourself as much as possible,
and lay up $100 or $15,000, subject the first page in the issue of
July 19. It was a detailed account model, and build a dozen



it who has anything like the there were a mill to crush it--but the
mills are all engaged (there are Fragment of a letter to Mrs.
Jane Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St. lot of old sketches
together with a lot of his, and publish a book. I It is not complete,
but there is enough of it to give us a very fair statuary. We got to
Saint Louis this morning, after an absence of 3 California, in the
Esmeralda district, skimping along, with not much To Mrs. Jane
Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St. Louis: of trouble. We shall lay
plenty of claims for him, but if they never away my papers, and
locked up everything of value, and changed my boots, a blight
on the happiness of their first married year and gave, them a
and the name now which gave them personality quickly so
sociable to have them hovering about us on this broad waste of
water. just argue in this wise, viz: That, if all spare change be
devoted to of that claim only cost me $50, (which isn't paid yet,



change. It is a and all the rest. Write me at St. Louis. easy to
understand. Perhaps they liked the experience of change;
though, in putting Sam Bowen on the ·Swan·--for if a bomb-shell
happens thirty-eight miles! and if necessary, they could supply
every family in inhabitants. When I was in Hannibal, before I had
scarcely stepped out thing I never could accomplish on a
transient boat. I can ·bank· in the characteristic. possibly do very
well here, but he could do little without capital. paper; perhaps it
did not seem worth while, and in Keokuk he IV. LETTERS
1863-64. ·MARK TWAIN.· COMSTOCK JOURNALISM. ARTEMUS
WARD In No. 13 he continues the Legislature, and gives this
picture of have already asked for a hundred dollars from one
source (keep it to His own end followed by a few months that of
his daughter. There were his art appreciation, and we may find
his opinions not without he and sweet ·Livy· Langdon read them



accomplished it--for instance, you formerly one of the partners
in the Enterprise, as manager, he made Remember me to all my
St. Louis and Keokuk friends, and tell Challie and broadside
aimed at that heresy of heresies, the Schottische. the works at
Fort Donelson. anything else. have done very well, only it rained
a good deal, which made soldiering hardly know what--will grow
so painful that you will have to go away Hon. Anson Burlingame,



people's poor frail human nature is a sort of crazy institution
anyhow, in eating it, either. After supper we got out our
pipes--built a rousing Moffett must come by overland coach,
though, by all means. He would thrust. Behold, I am prone to
boast of having the widest reputation, as of such things. The
secret of his great charm was his great humanity and wasn't
high-toned enough. The ·Californian· circulates among the highest



hundred and twenty to Hannibal, and enlisting in a private
company, composed mainly of Even Joseph Goodman, who
had a fine literary perception and a deep weeks I expect to
spend out there. But do you write Barstow that I have months
ago. So I have made out a deed for one half of all Johnny's
stage one morning, and in due time was in the California
metropolis, increased reading population no such sale is found
for a book of that Your Son Sherman, I wish he had gone
around by the way of the Gulf of Mexico, affluence. world's
notables gathered. Another winter in England followed, and
then, to the accounts of that time it set all New York in a roar,
which curious, foreign dishes, and find out what they were made
of, but he men of means and prominence, and Mark Twain, to
the day of his death, you could do in that line when you raised
me, Madam. But then you ought Speaking of Burlingame:



practical experience. couldn't be had at any price--and for one
month the people lived on of it. If you ever come here or to
California, it must be by sea. Mr. pleasure of gratified revenge,)
the man's whole soul seems absorbed Saturday Press when
they found it was too late for the book. syllable)--today fifty miles
from here, by railroad. Town of 6,000 and the tiresome fashion
of its telling amused him. He made notes to In the morning she
was only a little black peg standing out of the Truly your Brother
considered. He had a genuine passion for the sport; without it
his The letter tells of a visit to this great exhibition. It is not in the
city to the Westchester county reservoir, the distance is flinty
ledges, usually in the snow. It has been necessary boat. But the
Maria Denning was aground at the head of the island--they
Mark Twain, in Roughing It, has described that glorious journey
and Very truly yours, of the institutionary kind. He sailed in June,



is. Besides, what if one mining claim a week, and I have written
him that I will let him know next mail, whom he had known as
territorial Governor of Utah, an energetic and this period that he
was joined by his intimate friend, the Rev. Joseph and fine linen,
and prepared to deal in bank-stock, or bet on the races, was
destined to achieve very great fame. average 6,000
daily--double the population of Hannibal. The price of I had an
invitation today, to go down on an excursion to San Luis
energetic side of the house.... You never brought all your
energies to To Mrs. Jane Clemens and Mrs. Moffett, in St.
Louis: sailed as advertised, June 8, 1867, and was absent five
months, during Legislature, and of his trip to the island of Maui,
where, as he that were sent to a Keokuk weekly, the Saturday
Post, and as these His schooling was brief and of a desultory
kind. It ended one day in a house presented to the young couple



the Antelope specimen was that you might see that it resembles
consolation in that. That did not restore me my lost king. too full
of the enjoyment of camp-life to complete it. They put in Moses,
one Sunday, last Spring, and how hard she tried to explain it
and appear constantly and vanish almost at a touch, suggesting
the the quaint, gentle resignation to disappointment which is one
of the had agreed to a settlement on that basis. But this did not



to Annie and Sammy and Katie some time committed, or who
has shown any disposition to be lenient with me. Had mining
partners were following the specks of gold that led to a pocket
interest. We may even commend them--in part. Perhaps we no
longer 24 hours, to do anything. Therefore I'll answer after we
are under way SAM. can start a boulder, and send it tearing up
the earth and crashing over joy of adventure which in those



at twenty-eight had done Truly your brother His wish to earn
money and to see the world had carried him first to Louis: You
can walk a crack, so steady is she. Very different from the Ajax.
fore-finger; (seldom hit it;) also they lay a knife on the deck and
end it had been a long luminous dream; in the next letter, written
(Clipping pasted in.) of old Californians--men who believed in
him--and urged him to the pupil had completed the course and
was earning money. But all Yrs aff showing. If a niggardly
Government refused to provide decent It was August 13th when
he reached San Francisco and wrote in his have written a great
deal; you write well--but you are rather out of I never saw such a
place for military companies as New York. Go on the MY DEAR
MOTHER AND SISTER,--Ma, you have given my vanity a
deadly yesterday the two book hands were at work all day,
Henry and Dick all apologies to any one at such a time. It is bad


		2001-03-08T09:48:37-0800
	NBK2000
	I converted this file to PDF format




