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The procedures in this bock and the resulting end prod-
ucks are extremely dangerous. Whenever dealing with high
explosives, special precautions should ba followad in accor-
dance with industry standards for experimentation and pro-
duction of high explosives. Failure to strictly follow such
industry standards may result in harm ta lite ar limb.
Therefore, the information in this manual is for academic study
anly. Meither the author, publisher, nor distriberors of this
book assume any responsibility for the wse or misuse of infor-
mation contained hereir,
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Tens of thousands of faithful readers have purchased
coples of Ragrar's Guide to Home and Recreational Use of High
Fuplosives, Ragnar's Homemade Deterators, and Hamemade C-4, ard
many have taken the time to write to me reparding their expe-
riences with explasives. In all cases, | appreciate these lettars
and the information and comments contained theretn.

Oine of the most frequently asked questions is wheather
there jsn't something elfective out thers that cre can use in
place of harribly expensive and allen difficult-ta-find
nitremethane. “We appreciate.” Lhe writers ofren comimeant,
“the simplicity and relative safety of basic T4, bul we are nat
ahle to acguire nitromethane ™

another frequent gquestion involves the manufacture af
eftective explosives from anything ather than nitiemethana
and ammonium nitrate. “Are there other formulas which are
as effectve?" they write

“Many formulas, including yours, are included in gov-
arnment manuals,” readers claim “but usually exacl
details are sketchy as to how to successfully put these
materials together In some cases these formulas simply




nitromethane. and that's all. & number of skilled explosives
people have tried but cannot make this mixture detonate
It {s important, readers say, to accurately learn what will
and will not explode

Unconflrmed reparts from suppliers af fuel for small
model engines, which contain varying percentages of
nitromethane, Indicate that about three years apo one of the
principal nitromethane manufacturing plants in Calitornia
bumed down. Flyars of model planes and drag racers suffered
a real tightening of the nitromethane supply as a result.
Months went by while Califarnia environmentalists fought
against rebuilding the plant, buc tinally the manufacturer is
reported to be back on line, and supplies are flowing again.
Prices of nitromethane may come down, and its availability
may become more general. On the other hand, government
regulators could prohibit widespread sales of nitromethane,
which some ohservers claim is already the case,

The challenge for this book, then, is to come up with sim-
ple, workable, readily avallable, generally prudent alterna-
tives to basic C-4. These must use inexpensive, unregulated
chamicals that average, knowladgeahle citizens can find even
it they live in large cities, These components must be relative-
ly easily assembled in an emergency situation that requires
high explosives. Government documents ralative 1o recent
interest bn improvised explosives sugpest that most officials
conaider homemade explosives to be too mild and eratic te
pe of much value. We must also come up with materials that
refute such drivel.

In all cases, the assumption is made that no reader will
actually assemble any of these formulas unless faced with an
absolute emergency All the procedures and formulas that fol-
low range from dangerous 1o wr dangerous. Recause an explio-
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kecall Che Guavara, who during his early revolutionary
days in Cuba, clatmed to have lost "half the pecple | sent to
producing explosives and explosive devices "

Those who have not at least read the three above-men-
tioned books or who have not had some formal training in
explosives deployment should not attempt to deploy any of
the explosives listed inthis book, even in an emergency. It is
always much safer to have learned to handle relatively stable,
safe, easy-to-use mtlitary or commercial explosives before
moving on to the erratic, inconsistent, home workshop ones
set out in this voluma

Inarelated note, a great deal of detailed information
regarding whal does not work is included in this book It is
hoped that it will keep readers out of expensive and often
dangerous dead ends.

During any testing process, it 15 desirable—even neces-
sarp-——to keep all variahles notside the tast to a minimum
For this reason, most detonators uzed in these shots were
commercial ones, rather than homemade.

Double-capped or bocster charges, as will be repeated
over and over, were often deployed. Thase are spaclally
assembled primers consisting of a standard, fused cap and
twe one-inch segments of 50-gram detonator cord taped to
the crp, One can easily make up deuble-strength homemade
primer that, in an emergancy context, could accomplish the
same work, .'-lfi!iu.'-ﬂii";.:.’, an absalute emergency wharnein every-
Lhing must be improvised.

Boosted primears are often necessary to get somae very
sleepy bul powerful explosives to detonate properly, Readers
should not forget that all military explosives are much
tougher to detanate than commercial ones.

Homemade C-4 is always the benchmark, Even though
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posed of easily found, relatively cheap components. It's lixe
Sears and Roebuck in the old days when they offered good,
better, and best merchandise. Often, good did the job nicely
at a price markedly reduced from best

Explosives are necessary to operate a modern eccnomy. [t
is hoped that readers won't have to use the following explo-
sives to keep thelr economy afloat. But hare they are—just in
case they are the only game in town'




-ANK
'AGE



LLAPWUDIVED [TUFN

Nothing

There are behevable accounts regarding desperate peo-
ple in occupied France or even Mew York City during World
War ll who constructed crude firearms in their home work-
shops Guns produced under these circuimstances had limit-
ed power, range, and accuracy but wera entirely adequate for
securing a real, operational weapon frem the then enamy, In
that regard, these ofter extremely primitive weapaors hac
areat value

Unftortunately, no close analogy exists for homemade
explosives. It would be nice if same relativaly wimpy, weak
explosive could be used Lo obtain a better grade of military
explosive, but no one can tell me of an instance whara this
has actually happened. Sofar any such tales are spaculative,
but you can always remain optimistic

dany readers who have taken time o write me about
explosives have asked for a dirl-simple, easy-to-make explo-
sives formula that uses anly the most common of com-
pounds. Oddly enough, this is also a question frequently
asked by newspaper and TV folks, whe seem eddly fixated an
the subiject of improvised explosives
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