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Users will benefit from the book’s extensive cross-
reference system, which makes it easy to use with most of
the popular English translations of the Bible available today.
The key words in each article in the book are based on the
New King James Version of the Bible (NKJV), but variant
names from five additional translations—KJV, NASB, REB,
NIV, and NRSV—are fully cross-referenced to this list.

Throughout the book, readers are also referred to related
articles in the dictionary for further information. The article
on the “Levites,” for example, contains a reference to priests
(which appears in small capital letters: “PRIESTS”). This
format refers the reader to the article on priests in the
Dictionary that contributes to a better understanding of the
Levites.

Finally, a selection of full-color maps from major periods
of biblical history appears at the end of the book. A handy
index preceding these maps helps the reader locate sites of
specific cities, rivers, mountains, and nations in biblical
times. Articles within the Dictionary referencing selected
sites also refer the reader to the actual grid coordinates for
these respective places on the maps.

Written in plain language, Nelson's Illustrated Bible
Dictionary, New and Enhanced Edition enables Bible
readers and teachers to do authoritative research, making
their own Bible study and teaching more rewarding. The
publisher sends forth this new edition trusting that it will
provide a gateway of understanding to the full riches of the
Word of God.



How to Use This Dictionary

What is the difference between an eBook and a print
book?

eBook versions contain all the content found 1n the original
print versions and are optimized for navigation in the
various apps and devices used for display. eReaders display
text as one fluid string in a single column, which differs
from the multi-column layout seen in many print version
books. Therefore, some content may not match the exact
appearance of the original print version, but uses hyperlinks
to navigate between related content.

In addition to the full Dictionary materials, this eBook
version also contains an appendix of the full text of the New
King James Version Bible. All verse references in the
Dictionary are linked to that verse in the Bible so that you
can easily navigate between the Dictionary and Bible text.

How do I use the eBook Table of Contents?

*Important Note: Be sure to consult your device
manufacturer’s User’s Guide for device-specific navigation
instructions.*

The Table of Contents is generally formatted in the same
order as the original print version and hyperlinked as
follows:

* Preface and articles
» Main Dictionary, with alphabetical quick links

 The New King James Version Bible Appendix (full
text Bible)

Selecting a main Table of Contents item takes you to that
location in the eBook. Selecting the title of that specific
section or using your device’s “back” button or function
returns you to the main Table of Contents.

Using the Dictionary



» Select the hyperlinked letter of the alphabet at the
beginning of the Dictionary to go to the
corresponding word list for that letter.

* Use the device’s “Next Page/Previous Page” buttons or
functions to scroll through the entries. Select a word
to go to that specific entry in the dictionary.

» Select the Bible reference hyperlink to go to the
corresponding Bible verse. To return to the Dictionary
entry from the Bible text, use your device’s “back”
button or function.

 To return to the alphabetical word list, select the
specific word entry.

 To return to the beginning of the Dictionary from the
alphabetical word list, select the letter heading (“A”).

Using the Bible Appendix

To navigate to specific Bible books, chapters, or verses from
the beginning of the Appendix, please note the following:

 Book links (Ex. “Genesis”) go directly to the
beginning of that Bible book.

 Chapter number links go directly to the beginning of
the chapter associated with a book.

» Use the device’s “Next Page/Previous Page” buttons or
functions to scroll through the verses in each chapter.

* Every Bible book and chapter hyperlink in the Bible
text returns or goes back to the listing at the beginning
of the Appendix. Or, use the device’s “back” button or
function to go back to the last selection.



Contents

Publisher’s Preface
How to Use This Dictionary

Index to Articles and Teaching Outlines on Books of the
Bible

Index to Charts, Tables, and Maps
Contributors

Five Easy Steps to Better Bible Study Using Nelson s
lllustrated Bible Dictionary, New and Enhanced Edition

Visual Survey of the Bible

Introduction to the Visual Survey of the Bible
Visual Survey of the Bible: Overview
History of the Early World

History of Israel: The People

History of Israel: The Land

History of Israel: The Kingdom

The Poetic Books: The Heart of the Jews
The Prophetic Books: The Hope of the Jews
History of Israel: The Remnant

The Life of Christ

History of the Early Church

The Writings of the Early Church

The Themes of the New Testament Letters

Bible History Chart
Dictionary

Index to Maps

New King James Version Appendix



Index to Articles and Teaching Outlines
on Books of the Bible

Old Testament

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges

Ruth

1 Samuel

2 Samuel

1 Kings

2 Kings

1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Job

Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea

Joel

Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah



Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

New Testament

Matthew
Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy

2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John

Jude

Revelation



Index to Charts, Tables, and Maps

How Versions of the Bible Sometimes Differ In Translation of Animal
Names

The Order of the Books of the Apocrypha
Israel Dragged into Exile

Babylonian Empire—586 B.C.

Jerusalem Falls

A Glance at the Major Divisions and Individual Books of the Bible
The Message Explodes

Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed, Athanasian Creed
Deborah’s Victory

The Exodus

Coming Home

Jerusalem Captured

Pagan Gods Mentioned in the Bible
Greek Cities

Like a Caged Bird

Exit from Egypt

Asleep in the Storm

The Last 24 Hours

Gideon’s Night Raid

The Parables of Jesus

Prophecies of the Messiah in Zechariah
The Prophets Speak

Traveling the Roman World

Saul’s Final Battle

Churches Extablished in Asia Minor
Rebuild My Temple

The Jerusalem Believers

The Shape of the Land



Contributors

Robert L. Alden
Leslie C. Allen
Ronald B. Allen
Timothy R. Ashley
David W. Baker
John J. Bimson

E. M. Blaiklock
Gerald Borchert
Stephen G. Brown
F. F. Bruce

John A. Burns
Newton L. Bush
G. Lloyd Carr

E. Clark Copeland
Leonard J. Coppes
Walter M. Dunnett
Kendell H. Easley

Kermit A. Ecklebarger

James R. Edwards
John M. Elliott
Millard J. Erickson
Harvey E. Finley
Royce G. Gruenler
Timothy Hadley
Donald A. Hagner
R. K Harrison



Harvey Hartman
Robert Hendren
Herschel H. Hobbs
Harold W. Hoehner
John J. Hughes
Robert Hughes

Harry B. Hunt, Jr.

W. Bingham Hunter
David K. Huttar
William W. Klein
Woodrow M. Kroll
Alvin S. Lawhead
Gordon Lewis

Jack P. Lewis

Walter L. Liefeld

G. Herbert Livingston
Tremper Longman, III
Robert S. MacLennan
W. Harold Mare
Elmer A. Martens
Wayne O. McCready
Scot McKnight

Janet McNish

Robert R. Moore
William Mounce
John Nolland

Dave O’Brien

Vernon S. Olson






























































































































