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Benito Mussolini
The Doctrine of Fascism
1932
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king's request, Mussolini became prime minister. This marked the beginning of
Mussolini’s rise to political power. The following excerpt from an article by Mussolini,
first published i the Enciclopedia Italiana 1932, illuminates the basic ideological
contours of Fascism as they had developed during the first decade of his quthoritarian

rule. e

FUNDAMENTAL IDEAS

7. Against individualism, the Fascist conception is for the State; and itis for the
individual in so far as he coincides with the State, which is the conscience and uni-
versal will of man in his historical existence. 1t is opposed to classical Liberalism,
which arose from the necessity of reacting against absolutism, and which brought
its historical purpose t0 an end when the State was transformed into the con-
scignce and wilt of the people. Liberalism denied the State in the interests of the
particular individual; Fascism reaffirms the State as the true reality of the individ-

_ual And if liberty is to be the attribute of the real man, and not of that abstract
puppet envisaged by individualistic Liberatism, Fascism is for liberty. And for the
only liberty which can be & real thing, the liberty of the State and of the individual
within the State. Therefore, for the Fascist, everything is in the State, and nothing
human or spiritual exists, much less has value, outside the State. In this sense
Fascism is totalitarian, and the Pascist State, the synthesis and unity of all values,
interprets, develops and gives strength to the whole life of the peopie.

8. Outside the State there can be neither individuals nor groups {potitical par-
ties, associations, syndicates, classes). Therefore Fascism is opposed to Socialism,
which confines the movement of history within the class struggle and ignores the
unity of classes established in one economic and moral reality in the State; and
analogously it is opposed to class syndicalism, Fascism recognizes the real exigen-
cies for which the socialist and syndicalist movensent 2r0s¢, but while recognizing
them wishes to bring them under the control of the State and give them a purpose
within the corporative system of interests reconciled within the unity of the State.

g, Individuals form classes according 0 the sirnilarity of their interests, they
form syndicates according to differentiated econonicactivities within these inter-
ests; but they form first, and above all, the State, which is not t0 be thought of nu-
uwmﬁn&mﬂ. as the sum-total of individuals forming the majority of & nation. And
consequently Fascism is opposed t0 Democtacy, which equates the wmnow to the
majority, lowering it to the level of that majority; nevertheless it 1s the purest form
of dénideracy if the nation is conceived, as it should be, qualitatively and not
quantitatively, as the most powerful idea (most powerful because most moral,
most coherent, most true) which acts within the nation as the conscience and the
will of & few, even of One, which ideal tends to become active within the con-
science and the will of all— that is to say, of all those who rightly constitute a na-
tion by reason of nature, history or race, and have set out upon the same line of

development and spiritual formation as one conscience and one solewill.. ..
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PorLiticar. AND SocIAL DOCTRINE

mmmnm,%w is today clearly defined not only as a regime but as a doctrine. And [ mean
by this ﬂv.mﬁ Fascism today, self-critical as well as critical of other movements, has
an unequivocal point of view of its own, 2 criterion, and hence an aim, in mmmm of
all the material and intellectual problems which oppress the people of mw@ world,’
3. Above all, Fascism, in so far as it considers and observes the future and E.L
development of humanity quite apart from the political considerations of the mo-
ment, _unmm..qmm neither in the possibility nor in the E.mmg of perpetual peace. It
thus repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism—born of a renunciation of the mﬁcm.m?

and an act of cowardice in the face of sacrifice. War alone brings up to their high-
est tension all human energies and puts the stamp of nobility upon thé peoples
who have the courage to meet it. All other trials are substitutes, which never really
putaman in front of himself in the alternative of life and death. A doctrine, there-
fore, which begins with a prejudice in favor of peace is foreign to wmmnwmﬁ,‘ as are
foreign to the spirit of Fascism. ... v
. 5 mﬁ.ﬁw a conception of life makes Fascismn the precise negation of that doc-
trine which formed the basis of the so-called Scientific or Marxian Socialism; the
n%oﬁ.iuo. of historical Materialism, according to which the history of human mﬁ.
r.nmﬁomm can be explained only as the struggle of interest between the different so-
n.m& groups and as arising out of change in the means and instruments of produc-
tion. That econormic improvernents—-discoveries of raw materials, new methods
of sm.oap scientific inventions—should have an importance of ﬁr&,ﬁ Own, NO one
denies, but that they should suffice to explain human history to the eﬂ&w&on of
all oﬁ:ﬂ. factors is absurd! Pascism believes, now and akbways, in holiness and in
meommmf that is in acts in whith 16 écofiomic miGtive -~ remiote o immediate —
plays a part. With this negation of historical materialism, according to which men
would be only by-products of history, who appear and disappear on the surface of
%m waves while in the depths the real directive forces are at work, there is also de-
nied ”Em immutable atid irreparable “class struggle” which is the natural product
of this economic conception of history, and above all it is denied that the class
struggle can be the primary agent of social changes. ..,

. 6. Enﬂm.a Socialism, Fascism attacks the whole complex of democratic ideolo-
gles and rejects them both in their theoretical premises and in their applications
or practical manifestations. Fascism denies that the majority, through the mere
fact of being a majority, can rule human societies; it denies that this majority can
govern by means of a periodical consultation; it affirms the irremediable, fruitful
and vgmmnnu.ﬁ ineguality of men, who cannot be levelled by such a Emwrminm_
mnm extrinsic fact as universal suffrage. By democratic regimes we mean those in
which mmon,y time to time the people is given the illusion of being sovereign, while
true mmeE.m sovereignty lies in other, perhaps irresponsible and secret, “.qunmw
Umgo.ﬁ,mnw 1s a regime without a king, but with very many kings, perhaps EOHM
exclusive, tyrannical and violent than one king even though a tyrant. . . .

N 8. In face of Liberal doctrines, Fascism takes up an attitude of absolute oppo- -
sition both in the field of politics and in that of econormics. it is not Hw.mmmwmm% to

-
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_exaggerate — merely for the purpose of present controversies — the importance of
Liberalism in the past century, and to make of that which was one of the numer-
ous doctrines sketched in that century a religion of humanity for all times, present
and future. . . . The “Liberal” century, after having accumulated an infinity of
Gordian knots, tried to antie them by the hecatomb® of the World War, Never be-
fore has any religion imposed such a cruel sacrifice. Were the gods of Liberalism
thirsty for blood? Now Liberalism is about to cose the doors of its deserted temples
because the peoples feel that its agnosticism in economics, its indifferentism in
politics and in morals, would lead, as they have led, the States to certain ruin. In this
way one can understand why all the political experiences of the contemporary
world are anti-Liberal, and it is supremely ridiculous to wish on that account to
class them outside of history; as if history were a hunting ground reserved to
Liberalism and its professors, as if Liberalism were the definitive and no longer sur-
passable message of civilization. . .. - - ‘

Ifitis admitted that the nineteenth century has been the century of Socialism,
Liberalism and Democracy, it does not follow that the twentieth must also be the
century of Liberalism, Socialism and Democracy. Political doctrines pass; peoples
remain. [t is to be expected that this century may be that of authority, a century of
the “Right,” a Fascist century, If the nineteenth was the century of the individual
(Liberalism means individualism) it may be expected that this one may be the
century of “collectivism” and therefore the century of the State....

10. The keystone of Fascist doctrine is the conception of the State, of its
essence, of its tasks, of its ends. For Fascism the State is an absolute before which
individuals and groups are relative. Individuals and groups are “thinkable” in so

far as they are within the State. The Liberal State does not direct the interplay and .

the material and spiritual development of the groups, but limits itself to register-

ing the results; the Fascist State hasa conscidusness of its own, a will of its own, on
this account it is called an “ethical” State. In 1929, at the first quinquennial assem-
bly of the regime, I said: “For Fascism, the State is not the night-watchman who is
concerned only with the personal security of the citizens; nor is it an organization
for purely material ends, such as that of guaranteeing a certain degree of prosper-
ity and a relatively peaceful social order, to achieve which a council of administra-
sion would be sufficient, nor is it a creation of mere politics with no contact with
the material and complex reality of the lives of individuals and the life of peoples.
The State, as conceived by Fascism and as it acts, is a spiritual and moral fact be-
cause jt makes concrete the political, juridical, economic organization of the na-_
tion and such an organization is, in its origin and in its development, a manifesta-
tion of the spirit. The State is the guarantor of internal and external security, but it
is also the guardian and the transmitter of the spirit of the people as it has been
mmmvoamﬁmm.m?d:mv the centuries in language, custom, faith. The ‘State is not only
present, it is also past, and above all future. It is the State which, transcending the
brief limit of individual lives, represents the immanent conscience of the nation.

‘hecatomb: Slanghter, {Ed.]
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The forms in which States express themselves change, but the necessity of the
State remains. It is the State which educates citizens for Civic virtue, makes them

tice; hands on the achievements of thought in the sciences, the arts, in 1aw, in hu-
man solidarity; it carries men from the elementary life of the tribe to the highest
human expression of power which is Empire; it entrusts to the ages the names of
those who died for its integrity or in obedience to its laws; it puts forward asan ex-
ample and recommends to the generations that are to come the leaders who in-
creased its territory and the men of genius who gave it glory. When #he sense of
the State declines and the disintegrating and centrifugal tendencies of individuals
and groups prevail, national societies move to their decline.”

11. From 1929 up to the present day these doctrinal positions have been
strengthened by the whole economico-political evolution of the world. It is the
State alone that grows in size, in power. It is the State alone that can solve the dra-
matic contradictions of capitalism. What is called the crisis cannot be overcome
except by the State, within the State. . . . Fascism desires the State to be strong, or-
ganic and at the same time founded on a wide popular basis. The Fascist State has
also claimed for itself the field of economics and, through the corporative, social
and educational institutions which it has created, the meaning of the State reaches
ouf ¥ and includes the farthest off-shoots; and within the State, framed in their
respective organizations, there revolve all the political, economic and spiritual
forces of the nation. A State founded on millions of individuals who recognize it,
feel it, are ready to serve it, is not the tyrannical State of the medieval lord. It has
nothing in common with the absolutist States that existed either before or after
1789. In the Fascist State the individual is not suppressed, but rather muitiplied,
justas in a regiment a soldier is not weakened but multiplied by the number of his
comrades. The Fascist State organizes the nation, but it leaves sufficient scope to
mdividuals; it has imited useless or harmful liberties and has preserved those that
are essential. It cannot be the individual who decides in this matter, but only the
State. ...

13. The Fascist State is a will to power and to government. In: it the tradition
of Rome is an idea that'has force. In the doctrine of Fascism Empire is not only 2
territorial, military or mercantile expression, but spiritual or moral. One can
think of an empire, that is to say a nation that directly or indirectly leads other
nations, without needing to conquer a single square kilometer of territory. For
Fascism the tendency to Empire, that is to say, to the expansion of nations, is a
manifestation of vitality; its opposite, staying at home, is a sign of decadence:
peoples who rise or re-rise are imperialist, peoples who die are denunciatory. Fas-
cism is the doctrine that is most fitted to represent the aims, the states of mind, of
apeople, like the Italian people, rising again after many centuries of abandonment
or slavery to foreigners. But Empire calls for discipline, co-ordination of forces,
duty and sacrifice; this explains many aspects of the practical working of the

regime and the direction of many of the forces of the State and the necessary

severity shown to those who would wish to oppose this spontaneous and destined

impulse of the Italy of the twentieth century, to oppose it in the name of the
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superseded ideologies of the nineteenth, repudiated wherever great experrments
of political and social sransformation have been nomnmmmom.w@ attempted: espe-
cially where, as now, peoples thirst for authority, for leadexship, for order. If every
age has its own doctrine, it is apparent from 2 thousand signs that the doctrine o.m
the present age is Fascism. That itisa doctrine of life is shown by the fact that it
has resuscitated a faith. That this faith has conquered minds is proved by the fact
that Pascism has had its dead and its martyrs. .
Fascism henceforward has in the world the universality of all those doctrines
which, by fulfilling themselves, have significance in the history of the human

spirit. 3

B Discussion Questions

1. According to Mussolini, how is Fascism opposed to liberalism, m&%og.mﬂm m.:m
socialism? How is this opposition rooted in Mussolini’s concept of the individ-
ual’s role.in the Fascist state?

3 What does Mussolini mean when he describes Fascism as “totalitarian”™?

3. A elaborated here, in what ways were Mussolini’s principles rooted in the
legacy of World War I?

5.
Adolf Hitler
Mein Kampf

1925

In 1923, Adolf Hitler (1889-1945) was sentenced to five years in prison &.hnx%_wmnw
Castle for his participation in the “Beer Hall Putsch,” an attempt by his National
Socialist Party to overthrow the German Democratic national government. He was
treated well in prison and received many guests as he strolled the .nmmmm m.ﬁu:smm.
When a friend suggested that he write his autobiography to pass the w.:xm“ Hitler was
skeptical; although a gifted orator, he had written very little. .&wﬁ Hitler'’s w.m.uos\ in-
wmate, Rudolf Hess (1894--1987), agreed 1o transeribe it for him, @:&%w ﬂ&mw dic-
tated the book. Originally titled Four Years of Struggle Against Lies, mﬂww&.ﬁ and
Cowardice, it was published in 1925 as My Struggle {Mein Kampf). R if, ﬁmm«w au..h
tributed most human achievements to the German race—he called it the “Aryan

race—and argued that it had a duty to dominate the planet. The Jews, nmaﬂma&x
were held responsible for what Hitler viewed as the world’s worst problems, H&m&ﬁm
ornography, prostitution, and Germany’s defeat in World

communism, modern art, p
War L

From Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, trans. Ralpk Manheim (Boston: Eoﬁmrﬁu Mifflin, 1999,
250, 300, 303, 326, 643, 646, 649, 65153,
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