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Woodrow Wilson,
the First World war,
and the League Fight
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ded into war. Then an imperial power and an aclive
i Aupist n_hﬁmﬁw hwmu_.g  States became ensnared in a deadly conflict.
Until April 1917, hawever, President Woodrow Wilson struggled to mﬁan Eﬁaﬁ
that would protect U.S, interests and principles, end the carnage, an permit Aim
10 influence the peace settlement. The president protested violations of U.S. neutral
rights that interrupted trade and took human life (dramatized by the sinking of the
Lusitania by & German submarine in May 1915) and offered to mediate a “peace
without victory. ” Britain‘s maval blockade of the continent meanwhile directed the
bulk of U1.5. cargo fo British ports, provoking Germany to denounce the trade as
a__”...__q_._w__g_. :Ha his ﬁwﬂ advocacy faltered and Germany launched unrestricted
submaring warfare, Wilson acked a divided but wltimatel rtive Congress
a declaration of war. L for
Once the United States became a belligerent, Wilson strove not only to win the
Hﬁﬁ also to shape the peace. He called for & nonvindictive peace EHQ and urged
cHop of an association of nations, the League of Nations, to deter war. The
president’s Fourteen Points outlined his plans for shelving balance-of- it
in favor of disarmament, the e ng balance-of-power politics
Having Gpped the bularce o determiiation of nations, and open diplomacy.
Germany to surrender on No Javor o the Alles,the United States helped to force
Wikom jourm, on November 11, 1918. In January of the following year.
a&gﬁn?_mmﬂhﬁﬁgﬁhﬁﬁﬁ : . ﬂ_ﬂ_..r_ﬂ %
a covemant for the League of Nati, aris to negotiate a peace treaty and
At home, however, many Eﬁmﬂﬁ he believed would sustain a world order.
polcy, cpecialy afer they learmed that he Mﬂaza, Wilson's handling of foreign
oﬁﬁ?ﬁn bo win approval for his Leg compromised many of his principles at
o e the 1918 comgressional elecriy. Republican leaders, who had defeated
ecome politically vilnerahie  calculated that the Democrat Wilson
ine America ; feared that an international
. " ﬁ_ﬁh@ Eu.n..ianw George Washing-
"eluded proyis; - Anti-imperialists noted that the
rovisions for the 4 ;
tsmantling of European
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enmpires. Wilson bantled back, denouncing the naysayers as narrow, backward. p i
looking people who did not understand humanity's demand for a new world order —
He refused to abandon the eolfective security provision of Article 10 of the League P Wi

enant. Unwilling to bargain with senators who demanded “reservations” (amend.
ments), opposed to “irreconcilables” who rejected the League outright, and laid low
bya debilitating stroke suffered in the sumneer of 1919, Wilson lost the fight. The Yl
Senate rejected the treaty and U.S. membership in the League of Nations. .

America’s participation in the First World War further elevated the nation
1o great-power status and enshrined many of Wilson's ideals as the cornersione of
1.S. foreign policy. Thus, it i not surprising that scholars have disagreed strongly
i assessing “Wilsomianism. " Some have praised Wilsom for his breadth of vision,
his willingness to make America assume a leadership role in world affairs, and his
noble crusade against power politics. Others have labeled Wilson an impractical
idealist, whose moralism led him to adopt an inconsistent newtrality in the early
stages of the war, io ynderestimate the great-power nationalism of the Allies at war’s
end. and to render people of color residing in colomial areas incapable of governing
themselves. Still others have analyzed the impact of partisan politics, the adversarial
relationship between the executive and legislative branches of the U.S. governments,
and Wilson's deteriorating health to explain the ultimate failure of Wilsonian
diplomacy. Should Wilson be credited with designing a multilateral system that,
once adopted after World War 11, preserved the peace for over half a century? Or H
was Wilson s principal legacy the flawed Versailles treaty, which unwisely pinished
Germany, left the United States absent from the League of Nations, sel the slage
for the Second World War, and dodged the all-important isswe of decolonization?
To grapple with Wilsonianism and its legacy is to reach for an understanding of
America’s place in twentieth-century world affairs.

DPOCUMENTS

When a German U-boat sank the British liner Lusitania on May 7, 1915, killing 1,198,
including 128 Americans, President Woodrow Wilson sent a strong note to Berlin, The
May 13 warning, Document 1, demands that Germany disavow submarine warfare
Eﬁnﬂ?n.mﬁnmﬁawbﬁﬂﬁgwﬁv&_aﬂ?ammrg—m January 1917, Germany
declared unrestricted submarine warfare, and Wilson broke diplomatic relations
with Berlin. On April 2, after the sinking of several American vessels, the president
asked Congress for a declaration of war. His war message, Document 2, outlines U.5.
grievances against Germany. One of the few dissenters in the Senate—ihe war measure
passed, 82 10 6—was Robert M. La Follette of Wisconsin. In his speech of April 4,
Document 3, the great reform politician reveals his fear of an American “war machine.”

President Wilson issued his Fourteen Points in a speech on January 8. 1918,
reprinted here as Document 4. Articles 10 through 16 of the Covenant of the League
of Nations hammered out at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 are included as
Document 5. Wilson explained during his busy western U.5. speaking tour in
September 1919 that these provisions would prevent wars. Excerpts from his speeches
are featured in Document 6, Led by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachusetis.
critics worked to add “reservations™ to the covenant through a Lodge EEEE: dated
MNovember 19, 1919, Document 7. But neither an amended peace treaty (which con-
tained the covenant) nor an unamended treaty passed the Senate.

Wilsonianism inflamed passions far beyond U.S. borders. Advocales of
self-determination in colonial areas took umbrage when the great pOWETs refused to
consider decolonization at Versailles in 1919. In Document 8, an excerpt from his
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We are accepting this challenge of hostile purpose because we know that in
such a government, following such methods, we can never have a friend; and that
in the presence of its organized power, always lying in wait to accomplish we know
not what purpose, there can be no assured security for the democratic governments
of the world, We are now about to accept gauge of battle with its natural foe to lib-
erty and shall, if necessary, spend the whole force of the nation to check and nullify
ils pretensions and its power. We are glad, now that we see the facts with no veil of
false pretence about them, 1o fight thus for the ultimate peace of the world and for
the liberation of its peoples, the German peoples included: for the rights of nations
great and small and the privilege of men everywhere to choose their way of life and
of abedience. The world must be made safe for democracy. . . .

It is a distressing and oppressive duty, Gentlemen of the Congress, which [ have
performed in thus addressing you. There are, it may be, many months of fiery trial
and sacrifice ahead of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into
war, into the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seeming to
be in the balance. But the right is more precious than peace. and we shall fight for
the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts—for democracy, for the
right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments, for
the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by such a
concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the
world itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate our lives and our fortunes,
everything that we are and everything that we have, with the pride of those who
know that the day has come when America is privileged to spend her blood and her
might for the principles that gave her birth and happiness and the peace which she
has treasured. God helping her, she can do no other.

DOCUMENT 3

Senator Robert M. La Follette
Voices His Dissent, 1917

The poor, sir, who are the ones called upon to rot in the trenches, have no organized
power, have no press to voice their will upon this question of peace or war; but,
oh, Mr. President, at some time they will be heard. I hope and I believe they will
be heard in an orderly and a peaceful way. I think they may be heard from before
long. I think, sir, if we take this step, when the people to-day who are staggering
under the burden of supporting families at the present prices of the necessaries
of the life find those prices multiplied, when they are raised a hundred percent,
or 200 percent, as they will be quickly, aye, sir, when beyond that those who pay
taxes come 1o have their taxes doubled and again doubled to pay the interest on the
nontaxable bonds held by Morgan and his combinations, which have been issued
to meet this war, there will come an awakening; they will have their nww.n_.ﬁ ey
will be heard. It will be as certain and as inevitable as the return of the tides, and
as resistless, too, . .,

This document can be found in Cangressional Record, LV {April 4, 1917}, Part 1. 226, 228
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In the sense that this war is being forced upon our people without their know-
ing why and without their approval, and that wars are usually forced upon all
peoples in the same way, there is some truth in the statement; but I venture to
say that the response which the German people have made to the demands of this
war shows that it has a degree of popular support which the war upon which we
are entering has not and never will have among our people. The espionage bills,
the conscription bills, and otber forcible military measures which we understand
ﬂ_ﬂﬁm ground M__“H_ _uh the war machine in this country is the complete proof
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11. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters,
alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by
international action for the enforcement of intermational covenants.

[11. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establish-
ment of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace
and associating themselves for ils maintenance.

IV, Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be
reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety,

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial
claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such
questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal
weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is o be determined,

VL. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions
affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations
of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for
the independent determination of her own political development and national policy
and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institu-
tions of her own choosing: and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind
that she may need and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her
sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their
comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their
intelligent and unselfish sympathy.

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacvated and restored,
without any attempt 1o limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all
other free nations. No other single act will serve as this will serve 1o restore confi-
dence among the nations in the laws which they have themselves set and determined
for the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the
whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired.

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and
the wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which
has unsertled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order
that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Ttaly should be effected along clearly
recognizable lines of nationality.

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to
see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity of autono-
mous development,

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories
restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the
several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly consul along historically
established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international guarantees of the
political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan
states should he entered into,

XII. The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured
a secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule
should be assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested
opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently
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Articles 10 Through 16 of the League
of Nations Covenant, 1919
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Article 10, The Members of the League

against external aggression the territorial intCg
dence of all Members of the League. In case of 2
any threat or danger of such aggression the Council sh
which this obligation shall be fulfilbed.

threat of war, whether immediately affecting any of the
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Article 11.  Any wiF or
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League, and the League shall take
1o safeguard the peace of mations. . . .

friendly right of each Member of the League o

It is also declared 1o be the
bring to the atention of the Assembly or of the Council any circumstance whatever
affecting international relations which threatens o disturb international peace of the

good understanding between nalions upon which peace depends.

Article _w. The __.._na_ﬁ; of the League agree that if there should arise between
them any dispute _E_é. to lead to o rupture, they will submit the matter gither 1
Hﬁn?pﬂa or to inguiry by the Council, and they agree in no case 1o resort 1o wir
: aeasnﬁ.qﬁiﬁi_iuigﬂiﬂﬁa: by the Council.
E_..n__.””“ _.“.-ﬂﬂc_“n_:ff.nn_nﬁn award of the arbitrators shall be made within 8
:n_nuuum__mn_ua_.ﬁua _"_..,.n:n E.h___ﬂ.—u_.._ﬁ Council shall be made within six months afie

Article 13, The

arise between ?sﬁag of the League agree that whenever any dispute shall
and which cannot be ﬂ__n“_.”%:_u._"ﬂuﬂuhﬂ to be suitable for submission to arbifra™®
subjec-mtte 0 rbitrton. .. ed by diplomacy, they will submit the ¥0°¢
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the matter 1o he Council. - . -

1o bead 1o a rupture, which is not submitted 0 arbitratio
the Members of the League agree that they will submil
Article 16. Should any Member of the League resort 1o war in disregard of its
covenants under Articles 12, 13 or 15, it shall ipso facto be deemed to have com-
mitted an act of war against all other Members of the League, which hereby un-
dertake immediately to subject it to the severance of all trade or financial relations.
the prohibition of all intercourse between their nationals and the nationals of the
covenant-breaking State, and the prevention of all financial, commercial or personal
intercourse between the nationals of the covenant-breaking State and the nationals
of any other State, whether a Member of the League or not.
ﬂgh.“.ﬁ“hﬂnﬁ“hﬂﬂ—””” .M.cs.qmnm_ __n. ___._..n._._ case 1o -nn.nE_._.E_.:_ 1
i g n:..__.d.ﬂ.n._“_“_:.,n military. naval or air force the Members of
i ibute 1o the armed forces to be used to protect the

covenans of the League,

the several
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Wilson Defends the Peace Treaty and League, 1919
Indianapolis, Indiana, September 4 _.
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after it s evident that every other resource

has failed, and 1 want to call your at-
tention to the central machinery of the league of nations. If any member of that
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refuses to submit the question at issue either
o arbitration o to discussion by the council, there ensues u:E:.E:nm____.: by the
engagements of this covenant, an absolute economic -Ewn_n__:. .._.___nnn. will be no
wrade with that nation by any member of the league. There will be no interchange
of communication by post or telegraph. There will be no travel to or from that na-
tion. Its borders will be closed. No citizen of any other State will be allowed to
enter it and no one of its citizens will be allowed to leave it. It will be hermetically
sealed by the united action of the most powerful nations in the world. And if this
economic boyeott bears with unequal weight, the members of the league agree 10
support one anolher and to relieve one another in any exceptional disadvantages
thart may arise out of it. . ,

I want to call your attention, if you will tum it up when you go home, to article 11
following article 10 of the covenant of the league of nations. That article, let me saJ:
aﬁnﬁ.ujzﬁﬁs_nE:ﬁg.S?aHEoiﬁﬁﬁn, It says that every maftef
which is likely to affect the peace of the world is everybody's business; that it shall
be the friendly right of any nation 1o call atientie ; Y i
likely to affect the peace of the altention in the league to anything

peace of the world or the good understanding between nation

upon which the peace of the world bt
cems the nation drawing atention sﬁﬁ“ﬁh whether that matter immediately ™

St. Louis, Missouri, Septemper 5
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It is like our arrangements with regard to —:Gﬂm.twnm ..“_._n_..u And so with the ire
are registered jn__u_w_n_w else need pay any attention 10 uc.c._n_u._. not even the parties
ties: until they are regisiered in this office of the __.ﬁ.m:_.ﬂ _.__._.nn e
themselves, can insist upon their execution. You have ¢ m.u__ st b
most dangerous thing and the most embarrassing thing tha

international politics.

Sioux Falls, South Dakota, september 8

e ty]. I can
| can not understand the psychology of men who are resisting it —w:mhm?ﬁnn and
not understand what they are afraid of, unless it is that they know p __Mm 1 than physi-
do not understand moral force. Moral force is a great deal more pow u oy
cal. Govern the sentiments of mankind and you govern :..m:#.:__“._. S q.
govern their hopes, determine their fortunes, get them together in concerted Masses,
and the whole thing sways like a team. Once get them suspecling one another, once
get them antagonizing one another, and society itself goes to pieces. We are trying
1o make a society instead of a set of barbarians out of the governments of the world.
[ sometimes think, when [ wake in the night, of all the wakeful nights that anxious
fathers and mothers and friends have spent during those weary years of this awful
war, and I seem to hear the cry, the inarticulate cry of mothers all over the world,
millions of them on the other side of the sea and thousands of them on this side of
the sea. “In God's name, give us the sensible and hopeful and _”ﬁmhmmﬂ_ processes of
right and of justice.”

America can stay out, but I want to call you to witness that the peace of the world
can not be established without America. America is necessary to the peace of the
world. And reverse the proposition: The peace and good will of the world are neces-
sary to America. Disappoint the world, center its suspicion upon you, make it feel
Eﬁu_qnw_.n—_ﬂn:ngmncu_mcmﬁnas_ﬂﬁﬂnan.nﬂnawgnrmnr. it fee
to do as much business with them as you would othe You are going
thing on that plane, my fellow countrymen, but if you want to talk

iness : business, |
EE:«H._:EEE_“EH.EEn_ai—u_u__nuu.:n_..____-n 5, 1 can talk
! uch
EEE&EHE&E&E:&%EEE of Ea____”wwn__:nm#aur?
E%E:ﬁﬂmﬂ:i:ﬁ:éﬂ:ﬂwgmﬁngnﬁgs_ﬁﬂ raders. You can
ear you,

San Francisco, Californiq, September 17
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tati ¢ of international law wou ning

; :ccﬂﬂnn“”_ﬂu?u_w. domestic questions, and the covenant of (he

that these wéng E:...__ -Hu that the league can take no action _._r_w-ﬂ._“n.,.....n m-..”ﬂ_.__." Mafters
Hﬂ“ﬁﬂw _"_Be...d of international law regarded as domestic questions.

i pract

San Framcisco, California, September 18

+ not forget, | brought with me the figures a5 to what this war

“muﬁ.nﬂ_”ﬂ ﬁ,ﬁﬂdﬁmﬂnu. .n—mﬁﬂn world. This is a w_un_._.._ of _.u_._ﬂ.:n_...__. men and you

will understand these figures. They are too big for the imagination of men wha do

not handle big things. Here is the cost of the war in money, exclusive of what we

loaned one another: Great Britain and her dominions, $38,000,000,000; France,
$26,000,000,000; the United States, $22,000,000,000 {this is the direct cost of our
operations); Russia, $18,000,000,000; taly $13,000,000,000; and the total, including
Belgium, Japan, and other countries, $123,000,000,000. This is what it cost the Cen-
tral Powers: Germany, $39,000,000,000, the biggest single item; Austria-Hungary,
£21,000,000,000; Turkey and Bulgaria, $3,000,000,000; a total of $63,000,000,000,
and a grand total of direct war costs of $186,000,000,000—almost the capital of the
world. The expenditures of the United States were at the rate of 31,000,000 an hour
for two years, incheding nighttime with daytime. The battle deaths during the war
were a5 follows: Russia lost in dead 1,700,000 men, poor Russia that got nothing
E termor and despair out of it all; Germany, 1,600,000: France, 1,385,000; Great
Britain, 900,000; Ausiria, 800,000; taly, 364,000 the United States, 50,300 dead.
The total for all the belligerents, 7,450,200 men—just about seven and a half million
killed because: we could not have arbitration and discussion, because the world had
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has led the world in so many liberal reforms: - i [ndia? But. having given
Could we deny it to the hundreds of millions who IWe 175 Loy, regard to them-
these six votes, what are the facts? For you have been mis L e of all the nations
The league can take no active steps without { the assembly itself.
represented on the council, added to a vote of the mbly is not a voung
These six votes are in the assembly. not in the stions are
body, except upon a limited number of guestions, E”;._ whenever FH,H” “ur._nnna..___n: is
questions of action, the affirmative vote of every nation represente

indispensable, and the United States is represented on the council.

salt Lake City, Utah, September 23

I am not going 1o stop, my fellow citizens, o discuss the Shantung _Ho,.__m..ns _W&_ﬂ_ﬂ
shifted control of the area from Germany to Japan] in all its aspects, but what 1 wat

to call your attention to is that just so soon as this covenant is ratified every nation In
the world will have the right to speak out for China. And [ want to say very m.m___E_u._.
and 1 ought to add that the representatives of those great nations themselves _E__._."___r
that Great Britain and France and the other powers which have insisted upon similar
concessions in China will be put in a position where they will have to reconsider them.
This is the only way to serve and redeem China, unless, indeed, you want to start a
war for the purpose. At the beginning of the war and during the war Great Britain and
France engaged by solemn treaty with Japan that if she would come into the war and
continue in the war, she could have, provided she in the meantime took it by force of
arms, what Germany had in China. Those are treaties already in force. They are not
waiting for ratification. France and England can not withdraw from those obligations,
and it will serve China not one iota if we should dissent from the Shantung arrange-
ment; but by being parties to that arrangement we can insist upon the promise of
Japan—_the promise which the other Governments have not matched—that she will
return to China immediately all sovereign rights within the Province of Shantun

We have got that for her now, and under the operations of article 11 and of artic E.
it will be impossible for any nation to make any further inroads either y sk
ritorial integrity or upon the political independence of China, s

Denver, Colorado, September 25

The adoption of the treaty means disarmament. Think of th
the restraint of liberty in the development of professional
resulted from the maintenance of great armies, not only in Germ :
and in Italy and, to some extent, in Great Britain. If the Unjteqd mp__m but in France
off from this thing we would have to have the biggest army ; tates should stang
would be nobody else that cared for our fortunes, We En:h _..” the world, There
ourselves, and when [ hear gentlemen say. “Yes; tha is s Ve 10 look out for
want to be independent and look out for ourselves” Isay, “w, _._ﬂn want to do; we
fellow citizens. There will have to be universal nE._.E:um.E_.. ell, EnFLonﬂuc_. your
taxes such as even yet we have not seen. There wil) haten _..n“_.w—._____nnnﬂ Will have 1 e
authority in the Government capable of using this terrib)e o concentration of
conduct a war of command an army by a debating society 4E=hw..u__=. You can noy
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G DOCUMENT
& cabot Lodge Proposes

or Hen
zﬂnm.w“w“manm to the League n:.._m:wq]n.. 1919 |
.« of withdrawal from the league n._q nations, as provided in
. In case n..m notice ac_..__..ﬁn_ States shall be the sole judge as 0 whether all jy
said article [Article 1. the e been fulfilled and notice n_q withdrawal . . _ may
EHGE_EN_ a_”__.muz..._;w-.muﬂ___éi of the Congress of the United States.
be given by a cORCUITER csumes no obligation 10 preserve the mn.._._._S:m_ integrity
4 1he .:E_& o other country . .. under the provisions of article 17,
iy epoti’ = i d States under any article of the

ili aval forces of the Unite ;

Mn“.q“ﬁ wﬂwﬁqﬂ”ﬂaﬂﬁ in any particular case the Congress, which . . _has the
sole power to declare EH.__EH__._.Suaﬁﬁ. o
3. No mandate shall be gccepted by the United States under article 22 . . . except

by action of the Congress of the United States. . .
’ uM.__“._”M United TN_”MHRZ% 10 itself exclusively the right to decide what ques-

tions are within its domestic jurisdiction. . . o

5 The United States will not submit to arbitration of to Inquiry by the assembly
or by the council of the league of nations ... . any questions which in the judgment of
the United States depend upon or relate to . . . the Monroe doctrine; said doctrine is
to be interpreted by the United States alone and is . . . wholly outside the jurisdiction
of said league of nations. . . .

&. The United States withholds its assent to articles 156, 157, and 158 [Shan-
tung clauses). . ..

7. The Congress of the United States will provide by law for the appointment of
the representatives of the United States in the assembly and the council of the league
of nations, and may in its discretion provide for the participation of the United States
e .ﬂ___..“z.”. person shall represent the United States under either said

eague of nations or of s :
e ur s oty af peace... 95opt with tho appeoval of thve Secsts o
| 9. The United States shall not be obligated to contribute to any expenses of th¢
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?aE.___EisEE 19, 1919), Part 9, 877-87
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DOCUMENT 8

. 1
The Chinese Reformer Tsi C. ..tm:m.ﬂ.n“h_ 5
the Shandong Question and China
May Fourth Movement, 1927

Japan took possession of Kiaochow [Jiaozhou] and Tsing-tao ;.G.um-nﬁ .=_m_“._....“_“.m
tung [Shandong] Province in 1914, and in 1915 she sent the so-called . m._.”_..u____.; .
Demands to China which China was forced to accept. The intellectuals with B
hope believed that the principles of Woodrow Wilson would prevail u_ﬂ the Pea _m.n
Conference, and that Japan would be forced to withdraw. When on April 30, 19 _. h
the Peace Conference decided the Shantung issue in favor of Japan, the alert in
China were deeply stirred. . . . )

The famous parade of the Peking students on May 4th, was the outcome of 5.5
unrest. The following description is written by one of the students who took part in
the sinke:

“At 1 p.m., May 3rd, 1919, a notice was posted calling for a mass meeting. More
than 1,000 students were present at the meeting. Mr. Lo, one of the student-leaders
in the Literary Revolution Movement was among those in charge of the meeting.

“We first discussed the problem of our national crisis and we all agreed that the
Shantung Problem was caused by corruption and in justice, and that we as students
must fight to show the world that ‘“Might should never be right!” Four methods of pro-
cedure were then discussed. They were as follows: 1. To get the people of the country
to fight together; 2. To send telegrams to the Chinese delegates in Paris and ask them
not to sign the treaty; 3. To send telegrams to all provinces in the country asking them
to parade on May Tth, the National Humiliation Day; 4. To decide on the comi
Sunday (May 4th) to meet the students of all of the schools in Peking at “Tien :M“m
Mien [Tianamen Gate]" and to show our discontent by a great mass parade S-Ane

“During the meeting, a student of the Law School, Mr. Tshia, delibera b Bk
his finger and wrote on the wall in blood ‘Return i feas
all _n.:_“m”. Our Tsing-tao.” The students were

“Next morning at 10 o'clock, a meeting of the schoal
cighteen leading schools in Peking was held at the Peking
procedure of the afternoon mass parade. After dinner all of yg march
Tieng-Ang Mien. A representative of the Board of Education came 1o - C1 \0Ward
advised us not to go, but we refused to listen. When we arrived € 1o our school and
a few thousand students of other schools had already gathered E”ﬂ H.—gm..}nw Mien,
in the big yard in front of the gate. They stood in order, i —.ﬂ.a—ﬂ.ﬂﬂunﬂ.—-ﬁﬂn

P after group, according

representatives of aboyt
Law College to plan the

From Tsi C. Wang, The Youth Movement in China (New York: New
170, 175-176, 180-181.

Republic, 1927), b, 160-161, 163147
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Not only were students of other schools sympathetic with the muw:ment,lhm
merchants, newspaper organizations, scholars, and others sent telegrams to Peking,
directed both to the Government and to the students in Peking. . ..

Although the thirty-two students were released, the Government continued to
make many arrests. . . . At the same time the Government used mandates 10 suppress
the activities of students in different places. . . .

The indifference of the Government led to a general strike of all Peking
students. Propaganda spread. Student unions organized throughout the v-'ll'iflff
country. Strik:cs in other cities occurred as follows: Peking, May 19th; Tients®
May 23rd; Tsinan, May 24th; Shanghai, May 26th; Nanking, May 27th; Paotingfl
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