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1 BORN: MAY 1, I830, CORX, IRELAND, DIED: NOVEMBER 30, 1930, S
_ STLVER SPRING, MARYLAND. FATHER: RICHARD HARWS [NATURAL- a
i IZED AMERICAN CITIZEN]. MOTHER: NAME UNCERTAIN {BELIEVED k
TO BE MARGARET OR ELLEN). MARRIED: GEORGE JONES, 186I.
FOUR CHILDREN, NAMES UNKNOWN [ALL DIED 1867}, "
Al JOINED KNIGHTS OF LABOR, 1879. COFOUNDER, INDUSTAIAL
i WORKERS OF THE WORLD, I90S. ORGANIZER, UNITED MINE ;
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I went up to ths miners’ camp in Holly Grove where all
through the winter, through snow and ice and blizzard, men
and women and littls children had shuddered in canvas tents
that America might bs a better country to livs in. I listened to
their stories. I talked to Mrs. Sevilla whose unborm child bad

" been kicked dead by gunmen whils her husband was out look-
ing for wark. I talked with widows, whose husbands had bean
shot by the gunmen; with childran whoss frightened faces
talked more effectively than their baby tongues, I learned how
the scabs had bsen racruited in tha citiss, logked in boxcars,
and delivered to the mines like so much pork.

“I think the strike 1s lost, Mothsr,” said an old miner whoss

v son had been killed.

“Lost! Not antil your souls are lost!” said I

MARY HARRIS JONESIN I914
rroM Ths Avtobiography of
Mother Jones, 192§

; Mothu]ow’nmmewmuinmdontdthcmjﬂ

cvents of labor history: from the time the first union admitted
women in 1879, to the formation of the Industrial Warkers of the )
World in 1905, to the Great Steel Strike of 1919, She'captused the
ima;lmdonoh\mcdunwo:kminnwnytha:mm_chehube—
fore or since. To know of her life is to know that for millions of im-
mlmnthbom,lifeinAmeﬂmwnhelLHuwmtoreqiuthe
tynnnyoflndutﬂnluwnenwnhgmduymon;wo:km_l{u
courage was infectious, and it was this the owners feared most;
Consistent with the legend of Mother Jones, any account of her
li.{ebe;lmlnmmmy.shcdaiqumhavebunbnmmmyx.
uso,inka,Imhnd.'Iheplueilpmbably-ﬂghtmdthemumh
anddaymybeﬂsht,bnttheymmnobemmw
lchndmdwmkrmdl;hewoqldhnhdmhmhembomh
1838 or 1839, Toronto Normal School records show that in 1858 a

mdmtmdMﬁanﬂswuﬁshmmmdm
Mother

- Harris comesponds to that of Mother Jones. If ane accepts

]nnes'uﬂ;ohinhdm,th:rehamofnineyeminh::yomhthn )
hmphtdymmmwdmhmy'hﬂ:be:ﬁthnuahem
older her flair for the dramatic prompted her to capitalize on &
“;nndlmthuimnac"mdmssnifyhuyum.mmmmm
shew:dedtobemmnmhhﬂabomherme.mmwﬂinWm
Virglnhinxgm,nncmplpeuepomdthn"ﬁmm&uedmﬂny

yeam.
‘l'heimageo!apink-chukedoldwomnnwhnduedwgomthc

were politically powerless. ;

She was drawn to the miners, though it was child lsbor that
mdhnmummhmmw-mehdmﬂe
mmumiﬂummﬂeuuwwmmuwmwﬂinhudm
uﬂmmmmunm-hucummmm.mm
mmmmdmmmmmmmm
Mdmemmnwiththemnmimmimuwhomukup
Md@cmmmkwnuwnhewmﬁ
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* SEVEN WOMEN *

peopletokmwthhuhgonlypartsofhdlifnhstm;wedwmha.'i_ -

personal suffering, struggle, and resistance. In the opening state-

ment of her autobiography she summed up the.themes of her life. ‘§

Iwas bom in the city of Corl, Ireland, in 1830. My people were
poor. For generations they had fought for Ireland’s frecdom.
Many of my folks hive died in that struggle. My father, Rich-
ard Harris, came to America in 1835, and as soon a3 he had
become an American citizen he sent for his family, His work as
a laborer with railway construction crews took him to To-
ronto, Canada, Here I was brought up but always as a child of
m:d.meﬂcan citizen. Of that citizenship I have ever begn
proud. -

Her father, Richard Harris, had settled in Burlington, Vermant,
anid he became a naturalized American citizen in 1850, The knowl-
edge Mary Harris gained from her father about the working of rail-
roads gave her a mobility not available to many other union orga-
nizers. She once evaded g two-hundred-man militia in Colorado by
avoiding the train stations and going at night to the section house,
where the cars stood ready to be coupled to the train. An old section
hand found her walking the ties. Mother Jones introduced herself,
said she had a ticket on the “sleeper going south,” and asked to be
put aboard, She was sound asleep by the time the train essed into
. the station to let its first passengers on under the watchful eyes of
the soldiers. -

In Toronto Mary Harris went to public school and then to Toranto
Normal School, a teachers college, from which she was graduated in
1859, Her flrst job was in Monroe, Michigan, as & teacher in a con-
vent school. According to the convent records, “Miss M. Harris

entered the house as a secular teacher on August 31, 1859. . . . She
remained until March 8, 1860 at which time she was paid in full ...
$36.43." g

Although she claimed she never liked teaching, she was a natural
teacher, Every speech she gave was a history lesson in the labor
movement. Between strikes she used to talk st union mectings
about the development of the labor movement in England, and at
the end of the meeting she sold a book called Merzie England, which
described socialism in the simple personal terms of the workers’

struggles in England. She always encouraged “her boys,” as she

called them, to leamn more English, improve their minds, snd read
(98} : '
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 rather than spend time in the saloon. Some of them listened to hez,
8 and she was their firse impetus for self-education.

What she didn’t like about teaching was “bossing little children,”

- snd after almost seven months in the convent school she left to try

to be a dressmaker in Chicago. By the following fall she had givenup
on dressmaking and was in Memphis, Tennessee, for another teach-
ing job.

Por her time Mary Harris was a well-educated woman. Although
she could always pull out an Irsh brogue when she necded it, she
spoke well and wrote extremely well. Her letters have few mis-
spellings, ‘excellent punctuastion, and good grammar. Had she
wanted, it would have been very casy for her to marry into the
middle class, Instesd, she married Gearge Jones, an itinerant black-
smith and organizer for the kron Moulders’ Union in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. They were married in 1861, and she did some traveling with

3 - him—"missionary work” she called it—trying to convince iron

warkers to overcome the threats of blacklisting, firings, and cries of
“¢raitor” to-join the union.- The Iron Moulders’ Union had been
founded cnly in 1859, and it was the first successful union to arga-
nize members across state lines. _

The Joneses lived in a poor section of Memphis, not too far from
the foundry where George Jones worked. They had four children—
three boys and a gid—within four yeats. The Civil War did not seem .
to greatly wuch their lives except to increase wark for iron warkers.

In 1867, an epidemic of yellow fever broke out in Memphis. The
zich left town, the poor had no place to go. There were fow doctors
or nurses to help the poos. Once & house was known to heve a fever
ﬁcdm.thelmmewuqumnﬁmdmvidmmnkwuﬁlhd
with the stench of buming sulfur, for it was belicved that sulfur
fumies warded off the fever. City officials banned all public assem-
blies. Churches were closed. People did not leave their homes if they
dldn‘thmﬁ.Wnanmdﬂvenbymlhdmdhnodedmmahd

-:hmgbthemumpickupthedud.nwummmydiﬁum

from the death wagon drivers who called “Bring out your dead” in
the plague-infested towns of the Middle Ages.
Amuthemthanm}ouegmmshydudfrqmthe
ﬂngue."lhedudmmundedm...l&llnbontmyhmlmlﬂ
hear weeping and the cries of delirium.”
OnebygncMuy}nnu’uhndmuu;huhehnrmddwly
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died.“lwuhedtheirlittlebodju"nheuldlim got .
t , , “and got them

ready for burial.” Thcnheghnubmdcaughtthc&mddiad."lut
nlonethmughnighuofsdef.No'onecamemme.Nomcou!d.

long—all night long,

homes were as stricken 28 mine, All da
Theard the ¥
grating of the wheels of the death eart.”

After the Fron Moulders’ Unlt;nbuﬂed |
P‘“"”“P"mthemmmmmﬁ“mm s
ovuahepacl_:edupherfewbﬂlmsiny-ndwmtbukmﬁm

P“'jh‘mm.mnhewotkaduadrumku.m” tly
'hew"'mm'ndopmedheruwnshopou‘vnhin;msﬁm

cangerned about her appearance, which was peccably
Hudemmcmmmcmaawonde;‘fvulfnﬂzruhi:ﬂunpeﬂunﬁ-
rough language. As one news reporter wrote: :

Amudglanceatthehluc-eyed, -

woman, o her mid-Victorian mﬁwmgm‘:hmzm
lt:uchea,mdhumtofbhckhu,vdthiu.vidmmd
ﬁghvmdn; ﬂbbo;;..duunmmmuthathuehthem
e spirit tAmcﬂcanWhud:vdopedtnom

AWestWrglnhmmeﬂdaughtermembmthuwhmMothu
Ionumedmmmgmmdlbe!howedthemhm'mv&hawm
dwmnkebonne_ tsnndeneomlpdthemmgmupthekmbkflthcy

mwmon_th:khuds,l‘u’hpaltwulmrmyo&l:ﬂngw
| I:renkdownthedmadhﬁncdomtbnupmndthemlum’wlm
ﬁnmthemjmowmn'wimm:hquwmwMMm

Utt,:"un_anbmm:thumotherwmldnotlethumtommu
Imameﬂnpbeumhgrhngunpwunmugh.mtbum
used a Jot of dmm"nnd“h:lh”inheupm:hmdwumu&ddm
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use strong words, especially in relation to the “pig-eyed” mine

ownexs or other enemies of the workers. It was a way of deflating
authority, of thumbing her nose st those who were in power, and

letting her audience know that they could do it too. During a particu-

larly brutal strike in West Virginia one mine owner remembers her
referring to the governor of the state, a man named Glasscock, as
“Cryutal peter’” and “Crystal cock.”

It always gave a wonderful lift to the miners’ spirite to see this
tiny—she was about five feet tall—sedately dressed woman, swear-
ing like a trouper. ' h e
. The course of her dressmaking business changed in 1871 when
Mus. O'Leary’s cow tipped over the lantern and caused the Great
Chicago Fire. Three hundred people died. The fire destroyed eight-
een thousand houses, and ninety thousand people wese left home-
lesa. Mary Jones was bumed out, her business and home completely
destroyed. All she had left after the fire were the clothes on her back.
Por the second time everything in her life had been oblitersted—and
after that it was as though she had nothing left to fear.

Never again did she try to accumulate any possessions or make 8

home for hemelf. “I reside wherever there is a good fight against
wrang,” she used to say and it was true. Home was never again a

fixed place.

#After the Chicago fire,” Jones said, I became more and more
engroased in the labor struggle and I decided to take an sctive partin
the efforts of the working people to better the conditions under
which they worked and lived.” -

Like many women in the labor movement, Mary Jones got in-
volved because of the wark of her hushand. She got to know many of

the Fron Moulders in Chicago who were affilisted with a two-year-

old organizstion known as the Enights of Labor. Acconding to its
founding charter, the Knights of Lebor was “an arganization of work-
of every creed and color. . . . After the fire Mary Jones began to go to
muﬁnythnthexn!ghnofhboﬂuldhmoldﬂre-mchcdbnﬂd-
ing near St. Mary’'s Church, whete she had been living along with
hundreds of other homeless refugees. To her the Knights, which had
to hold meetings secretly because people who attended were perse-

cuted snd blscklisted by employers, seemed “a worthy, even sacred

(101}
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cause.” She became a supporter—women were not officially admit- .

ted as members until 1879—listing her trade as “dressmaker’ on the
application. The cause of labor and the vision of the Knights of
Labor opened a new world to her. She began to spend her “evenings
at their meetings, Hstening to splendid speakers. . . .*

- Three important developments occurred during these Enights of
Labor meetings. First, she was exposed to the ideas of socialism and
the historical facts behind the organization of workers in England
and other European countries. (She went to Burope in 1873 and
again in 1881 to Jearn more about the conditions of workers in
England, Ireland, France, Austria, and Germany.) Secand, she began
to discover her own skills as a speaker and debater. She began by
asking questions of the speakers and found that she had s command-
ing presence and an ability to make people listen to what she said.
Although the Knights of Labor did not yet admit women workers as
full members, Mary jones unofficially joined the Knights as a sup-
porter and agitator and began recruiting for them.

She was sent out by the Chicagn office to speak to workers and try
to persuade them to join the Knights of Labor, She was persuasive,
dynamic, personal, and she developed into a fiery spesker, able to
- injectenecrgy and determination into a crowd. One reparter covering
a labor r?lly described her a8 “"an energetic, white-haired, bright-
cyed little woman [whose) eamestness would carry conviction to s
stecl magnet itself” Tom Tippett, who worked with her in the
United Mine Workers, said, ’

In the union office she was out of place quarreling with offi-
cials, offering no constructive policy of her own and constantly
violating union palicy. It was in the field that she made her real
contribution. With one speech she often threw a whole com-
munity on strike, and she could keep the strikers loyal month
after mpnth on empty stomachs and behind prison bars.

In her later days she ¢ould draw immense sudiences from all
segments of society—society women, factory girls, laborers, town
fathers, business representatives, black and white, and 4]l national-
ities. She spoke out of total conviction, and she never said what shie

“didn’t believe, At a banquet of the National Woman’s Suffrage Asso-
ciation in New York a woman asked her how women could help

laborers when women didn’t have the vote. She answered, “T have

(103}
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never had a vote and 1 have nhedh:]lnllovuthiscounn'!’-.’f“

v nmmrdsehelll‘louneedwnvicﬁom'mduvoicel"
h&ﬁmmﬁymmmh‘mmamﬂ-
dimm,dldwhmmdadiuwdmthewomm'amhmveq
hwwalkedoutnnhet.Nonnemmedhetnfcmyinsftm
m&mnnﬂm}hbh'wummimmdm

energize people, and get them acting talking.
mﬂhﬁc@mmﬁmummmdmmw"ud
one of its outstanding organizers, considered Mother Jones “the
yumtwnmmqiumu!huﬂme.”l\snpm&ulonﬂaglumhm
sd!aheknmvthnttheyumtmywupublicindiﬂumcemd
wnnkeeniudgeofwhtmovedm.apatheﬁcmdlengewm
'IheﬂmdmeﬂynnuwMothcrInnnivunanmnr,Neand':.
m—ikmﬁn;“shewuglﬂngthe'dtyfdh'hﬂ%ywmt
wehdpingthemideestVimnMWhywm'twebansup
the Mexican people against Disz! We were *white-livered rabbits
whoneut'putomfcetonModumﬂ:,'nhemd.“ e

'Ihethirdimpo:ﬁn:muhohhexni;hmdubnanm
lnna‘smuﬂn;withTenmPowdaly,thekadndthexnmhn
mdlmnwhnwonldmmnlnmo!huchuﬁimdundmﬂdn;;:

st her lifetime. They maintained 2 correspandence
mmdwhenMotha]onuwuumbletomw.lmymmahe

Powderly's home near Washington,
::lltn::yuuneﬁyl;y at Mrs. Walter Burgess’s in Silver Spring.

man who was thirty years
ticized
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- Powderly deserved credit for making a union & “moral, godly” iy
nization in the eyes of its Cathoucmmbmhip.néhcd-&m

Chu:chwuthconeanbleelementthatimmigmntwmkmhdin

their lives, nndtheywmﬂdmtmpportmomniuﬂonthntm... i
hint of what the parish priest called “the evils of socialism,” Some 3
pﬂeauevmrefusedwburythcurlymlzlmln&thnﬂcm '

teries, .

Realistically, socialisin offered the only theoretical basis for labor
uulmWhenPuwde:lywngundammumkforhhhﬂmm
incorporate militant tactics and soclalist ideas into unionism,
Mother]ummtetohlm,"rhoughnuthewoﬂdmnylbuum
thm\d]lltﬂlbeonewhowﬂlddeﬁdm...YouwmmcHngthe
cradle of the movement. You made it possible for others to march
mll *

SomeofPowdcﬂy‘aldmwmviniomry.Hereﬁmdwncceptthe
ideathntwgmenurblmkuhauldbebaned&umhbmmlmsm
thuughtheywo:kedﬁo:luwuwages.Aywa&uPawdulymmed

p,theKnlghtudmittedwommneqmlmmbm,thcﬂnt
hbororgnnluﬁonmdonlltdidmt,howm,&dmnbhch.lm-
de;lyn&enshuednpeaker’nplntﬁ)mwithmnbﬂhCadySnmm
orSmmB.Anthony,nndhe;pokefurthewomm’notewliﬂetbey
Bpokefortheﬂghtaofwomenin_themﬂhmdkctnﬂu.}hmm
Susan B. Anthony a member of the Enights of Lsbor, He sdvocated
joining the Communist International Workingmen's Association,
anmgmizatlnnthatkndManhndsunedinImdonin:lﬁs.Buth
many ways he was not in touch with the tactica needed to deal with
thenwmggluthntwmtoukcphcebetwgmapinﬂnowm
snd the people who worked for them.

" The profound friendship he developed with Mother Jones, which
lasted over fifty-five years, reveals a great desl sbout both of them.
Both were excellent judges of human pature. Both had had profound
ﬁm&l::pedm connected with the miners, And in both of

- th was gn of religious sensibility with the

. knpulufmudlcduﬂm.lnPwdedy,hmem,thenﬂ;lmunﬂ-
bﬂityptednminnted,whhhmyhnnbeenwhyhcmwm

ful in negotisting with the Catholic Church. In Mother Jones the

taste for battle dominated. Mother Jones's religion took a different
form from Powderly’s—a militant, deflant, unaccepting view of the
application of Christisn values. ' :

{zo4)

. uoml-lom.s .
Mother Jones, like Powdexly, often referred to the “greatest agite-

B o of all time"Jesus Christ. She portrayed Christ as an organizer

andwmkuio:thcinduauiouspoonsheexphinedthnchdstmuld

£ Hove becn honored by the rich of his day. Instead, be chose to die

the Unlike Powderly’s, her language was

e e e o ko o
nndthedcsphedmdthclnwlyandhu;lmedaylmdnpam

G . the Catho-

Shzhndum;muohdislonbutmli:dehhhm

ucchmch.ofmninumininsmmpuhnchdldingswmowml&
bythmmemm—ﬂmthechmnhu-hmmlningw;nm
Mthcmmmeeﬂngintha&tholicchmch.thecmﬂu t,
pﬂeatcollecﬂngtbnmlondmashcmlﬂthem'ﬂhishnpnyh::
m&mﬂmYmmngldmtmmndaﬁuit”Shcuﬂd%
g:tnpandgoomside.Whe.ntheywmoutintheopcnak S
Mm‘ﬂmmhm-mmﬁm;
ﬂd:ﬁngimﬁmﬁon...hyfmthedud,butﬁghthkc .
Living.”

Unlike ! radical
Daroth Daywhothirtyyunhurwouldinin
mwmnm&mmmmmwmmmtﬂ
nlicChmchwua‘fmuchhclpmhbomNomﬂ:‘elmul, he e

mmdthehmiuﬁmofhbotupeﬂmmdm n::
rcllglon.Whmuhcwuukedto]oinanoda!hteolnny mnhn.m
Tmneum—onenfthcwmkummmmlﬂuthnhdbemme -
imnble—sbenfuled.uyin&"odndisimunmnhledmr

cesaful doesn’t have religion.”
Ath:;lnﬁh:fdiﬂedthnthmwuqubnhehtdm

. She was
organizing, Her life was devoted to making that possible.
out of place in the union office ar around the pegotiating table. Fet

' contribution wes in the fleld.
m.ll'umxln tnxgooithhnrdmputmgsthﬂulurch:wnhslcﬂ

of her speeches she
record of Mother Janes's activities. In many in 1877, the
implicd inval t with the Pittsburgh raitroad strike s
= m“mzt:au,thebmdhsd“““‘m“‘““w”

Haymarket of miness in the
when it merged with another group

mﬁém the Populist Army of 1892, the Pollmsn ':nh:"

organized by Eugene Debs in 1894, Co:zy’lmmfh

{xas)
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umeym.&henemuidwhlnheh‘ddmbutm'poh e

.them in such a way that her gudience themsel
msmﬁoind:fstmgglc,mmnme, n;:t‘]ruwﬂltovovucn““gnm:.d'
er itinerary was not fixed union offi
f::'nl:elp from individual workers, H:rypt::oml mﬂ oy
ks n;ore:hmnnemxentullforhelp&omnnmonymmmi?:
Teputation as a savior of hopeless situations bmughthertele:
msuchnthisunehomShmokin,l’emylnnh:

Momnmumasnmxrmmummn WH:I.YDIJ
COME AT ONCE I XNOW YQU CAN DO LOTS OF GOOD
COME IF POSSIRLE

FROM A MINER

Often immigrants were recrultcd to wi
otk in the mines
Endmmiacmof.&ee land to farm. When they arrived, there was :mbyla:sh;'l,e '
pmy]m us:;:p :;h :vm he:gzs grievances. They lived in a com-
m a company sto: compan
m if ftth:: were gick, and sent their ch.ildmy m"t?’::mpm;
ol they were paid in company scrip instéad of real
m;: thc:eydicnuldn'tleave town. If a worker expressed too much
discanta l:'in e “;:u cut off at the store, and-he found an eviction
In 1897 Mother Jones began wnﬂdng with coal
: miners in W
hvdilm and Pennsylvania, It brought her to the attention of Io?:
mdtchcllﬁh andothuludmnfth:sh‘uggllngminewo:kmunion,
o e was hired a5 a Aeld organizer. In 1900 they paid her $494.9x
ddewo:kdong,and_by 1904 she was listed as one of sixty walking
o gates receiving $4 a day. It was just about the same salary that
miners received. She stayed with workers, shared their food, and
m%m:lncynheraiscdnhenunedoverwothm
extlle strikes, streetcar strikes, silk mill strikes, ironwarker
them' railroad strikes—nothing absorbed Mother II;IIGI in quite
ume;;aynthedupmteutmgglu of the mine workers. When
uidcnmccit zile darrow wrote the introduction to her sitohiography Ir.

the mountainous country, the dee s, the

p mines, the black pit, the
cheap homes, the danger, the everlasting conflict for wa:glz and
for life [that] appealed to her imagination and chivalry. .. . In
ﬂMm, Mother Jones never quailed or ran away. Her

(106)
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deep convictions and fearless soul alwaya drew her to seek the

: upotwhuathcﬂ;htwuhqmtmdthedmgugrumt.

If there is a key to Mother Jones's life, it is to be found in her
idenﬁﬂuﬁohwiththcminm.meshzuwinsmkfonmthe

¥ human costs of America's progress. And it was there that she first

became known as Mother. She tells of a terrible incident when she
auyedupallnishtwithadyingmwlmuhudhnd!mmhubﬂlh
bymnfthe.mlnedeteéﬁm‘!‘ﬂetmkhimwthehmdmdmt
fuudoctorwhnuwedupthegrutopmcnninhhluud.lmupdl
nightandnu:udthepoorfdluw.l-lewuomnfhhhudmd

-tlmughtlwuhlsmothu."shcwuinnumeammhufotmy

paoplu—c.hﬂdmnwhouhthmhadbe_cnlou_inthemlnu, women -
whom:ﬂedyoungmdhadhndmomnybahiumdhadlitdchope
leftlntheirlives.'lhesuugghnhhcmmd_wum:nwholivedin
isolated towns tucked away in mountains was in many ways the

battle of the American labor movement. Mother Jones

publi

Bmwvﬂle,Amut.Faimont.Tﬂnidld.Shcdcplctedthelifeohhe
mlnullndthdthmﬂiu,mdshedidmthlngwsofmntheruﬂty.
BntuinHmiet'mhmm's-duaipﬂonsofthe!imohhm,thne
wuaununfthepoeuynfhmnapeﬂencein]om'umasun!

- .the men who

craw] through dark, choldnsmviquwithonlynbitoflamp
on their caps to light the silent way; whose backs sre bent with
wﬂ,whnuvuybmesu:he,wlmuhappinmhsleep.md

whose peace 1s death.
She told of families that

of their parcats. Often’ urial
babies of the miners, and the mothers could scarce coniceal
their relief at the littlc ones’ deaths.

she underscood the isolatian of spirit of the miner's life

Mining at its best is wretched work, and the life and sunound-
ingnoithcmlne:nehndmdnsly.mlwukhdownlnthe
hhc,kdep:huhhcemh.l-lewmhdmlnadﬂft.'rhuem
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belittleﬁiandlymmpanionahiputhmisinthzhcmmu
thmiqamongmmwhobuildhddgumdhomu,worhng
together in groups, The work is dirty. Coal dust grinds itself
inmth:nldn,n:vertobemmved.'l“neminermmtuoopuhe
wo:kainthedrift.l-lebecomeabentlikugnome.l-ﬂswo:kh
uttulyfatiguing.Mumleam:lbonuache.!ﬂ:hmgshuthe
eoaldmtmdthesmngednmpairofphcutha_tmnemﬂﬂed
withmnlight....Amlmdhhhomeiamudmdﬂuah.Grm
mounds of culm, black and sullen, surround him. His children
are perpetuslly grimy from play on the culm motinds. The wife

struggles with dirt, with inadequate water supply, with small
wages, with overcrawded ahaclkas; :

Shedescﬂbedsitﬂngiﬁthaminuonncﬂmpﬂe,whllehem
lunchwlthsdmyhmds,ortalkingwithhlnﬂkmthcwnhmb,
while she washed coal dust out of her white curtains. .

*We came like missionaries,” she wrote of her first experiences

among miners. “We held revival meetings at which we
uﬂedonourconmgndmmmksdvadon,mththe'bloodof

the lamb’ but in the United Mine Workers.” About the success of
these efforts she said:

Our task was not safe or easy. . . . Men who joined the union
were blacklisted. Their families were thrown out on the high-
ways. Men were shot. They were beaten. Many disappeared

without a trace. Storckeepers were ordered not to sell to union
men or their '

It was painful, bitter, lonely work. Often it seemed hopeless. Join-
 ing a union became a death warrant in many mining towns. But in
others it was a source of strength. One strike at the Dripmouth mine
in Amot, Pennsylvanis, in 1900 revealed a lot about Mother Jones’s
persistence, her ingenuity, her judgment of peopls, and her in-
fectious spirit.

A strike of the miners had been goling on for five manths without
making hesdway. The mine owners had sent the doctazs, the schoal-
teachers, the preachers to the homes of the miners to get them to
sigd a document saying they would retum to work. Then they
brought in substitute workers, called scabs, to keep the mines work-

ing. In those days there was no money with which to pay strike )

(xo8)

. uo'_rnu]om .

. - and many strikes weze beoken stmply by the skl

ait the strikers.

mmonm }mumldthedemnhzadM"snyWM‘Em
children for & change end let the women attend to the scabs.” She
organized the miners’ wives into “an army” and armed them with
tin washtubs, mops, brooms, and pails of water. She knew she
would be arrested if she were seen st the head of the troops, and
since nothing mare effectively stopped sebellicns than the arrest of 8
leader, ahe chose another woman to lead the srmy,

sclected a8 leader an Irish waman who had a most picturesque

: M...&maMWM;wB&mw
had tied g little red fringed shawl aver her wild red hair. Hex
face was red and her eyes were mad. Ilooked at her and felt that

she could raise a rumpus.

told the womuan to lead the woman's army up to the entrance
dﬁminemd“hammnmdlwwlmdhemdymnhm'thuﬂ
wiﬂxyuutmopﬂmdhmms._”l{crﬂmlimﬁn:dnm‘ were, “Don't
afraid of anyone.” .

The women weren't. ’Iheykmckeddowntheﬂntguudwthg

tried to stop them. They ran after the workers whao tried to enter
mhuﬁcmuhathntpuﬂedthemdummdthemimsmml_
hﬁngmdhﬁn&mhmumoﬂnmwoﬁbyﬂ
utter chaos. As miners started to leave their houses to go to o
thewom:nchuedthmbukim_ide.Onemwuthmwno:;m
hnumhndltthe&etofhumther.ninkinshewudud o
hubouledholywwyemn&“rnrcud'aukembfckw -
. . . and join the union.” According to Mother Joncs, ‘whsmuid,

hhqumduwnﬂthcmmmdhim
L 11l go to hell before I e
o bl Wb By

. men sesolved not to go back to work and to stay out untl they

of their demsnds. For days end nights the women
wﬁ‘mnﬁ;mmmmmm The)
wmhmhwm"nﬁmlﬂﬂ-'hmmmm
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ford Mountain Mother Jones said she went into a comer “and wept
lke I hadn't wept since the death of my husband and four children

in 1867.” She lndscenaminer'uhukmakedredwithhlood.m
mlnerhadhndhhheadblnwnnﬂmdhhwifemdfourchﬂdren
were riddled with bulleta.

She accepted the decision of the community at Stanaford Moun-
tain not to continue the strike. “No strike has ever been won that
didn's have the support of the w * she used to pay and she wes
right, It is a truism thathasbemsmngglyneglectedbyhboxhh-

torians. Men did not stay out on strike when their wives were push-

ingthembackmwork.l-lcrahﬂitytoworkwiththeminm'ndm

women, and she understood their children.
There was nothing delicate about miners’ wives, Most of them
had spent thcirownchildhoodswoﬂdngln:he'sﬂkmiﬂs.ncy

married young, hed too many children too quickly, and aged before
their time, As Mother Jones told it;

Many a time I have been in a home where the poor wife was
sick in bed, the children crawling over her, quarreling and play-
ing in the room, often the only warm room in the house. 1
would tidy up the best I could, hush the little ones, get them
ready for school in the moming, those that didn't go to the
brukmormthcmﬂls,packthelunchinthedinnerbucker,

bathe the poor wife and brush her hair. 1 saw the daily heroism
of those wives.

The breakers were chutes in which coal was separated from slate
in the mines. Boys as young a3 six and seven were hired to do this
workmuﬂkmiﬂswmm]lmﬂhwhichgrmupmmdminhg
tuwnswhmwommlndchﬂdmnwmuntmworl:.Womnmd
children were less trouble than men. They worked long hours for s
pittance, and they didn’t organize or strike for higher wages,

WhnnMotherIonuwenttchnﬂugmn,l’enmylvm in1903 to
uaistinatextﬂea’tﬂk:shelumedthntenthnmmdohhem-
enty-five thousand strikers were children, many of them under ten
years old. “Every day little children came into Union Headquarters,
snmewiththdthdaoff,mmewiththethumbmluing,some
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3 with their fingers off at the knuckle. They were stooped little

the reporters
things, shouldered and skinny.” When she asked
whyth:t:ﬁgn'tpuﬂhhthehm:bouuhﬂdhborm&nmym
they answered they couldn't because the mill owners had s kin
the newspapers. “Well,” she said, “T've got stock in these little

arrange a little publicity.” :
dIl?i;el::lskedt.he;::auntnifthcywmﬂdlethe:ukctheirchﬂd.rc.n::: .
nwukmmdanmymunmdmdmthu]mbemw
became kaown as The March of the Mill Children, a pmeesla‘l;:
from Kensington, Pennsylvanis, to Oyster Bay, New Yo':;,u;t =
President Theodore Roosevelt was vacationing. She

. would be beneficial if “President Roosevelt might sce thesc mill

children and compare them with his own little ones who were spend-
sammer 'g‘shm ”n
hghth:hey mml;.:dthr:ponui beganmmmthdrpmgrmandth:
muﬂnpmatmmu]owmgdmachmanddmzc?n
thmugh.shcwulmemhud:hesod.uupmy,md list fn
each of the towns helped with arrangements momof:hechﬂ-
Mumssmeeﬁnsln?hﬂaddphinheinuodnnedwmﬁm“u“
dmimmthc s Anh\:o'nh,nliuleo:oy who wu‘uooped over
ﬁ: old mmunﬁns bundles of yam that weighed u;;ty-h
fi polmdu.'“}!egetsthreednllulaweeklndhhuismhom.
bmmn six dollars. They work in a.carpet factory ten oo
"‘sre:mlmmenscmwdinNewYo:kdtylhuhnwedmm
m‘lsmphy"almlefdhw‘ ofmelvewhnuiobitwuot:ku
onnhlsh'nwnlhnndingtheﬁshuhmdwnﬁothuw‘h‘h&o.
da,dmhnunnday...hrtbmdolhnaweekmm
duced Gussie Rangnew, “a littlegidfmmrvhnm o
hadgm.!-krfwewulikcmolﬂwomu.cusicpmked
. ”n :
Mﬁ?&:ﬁ%nmmuedmdsyofmm&m?:
houghtoutﬁuh'bodmthcchﬂdrmmmnchmmkdmmw
nhtnbulonstheroad.'rulnmcngnvethunhuﬂdu. =
ton, New Jessey Gmﬁdevdmél:_ntthemﬂnbnmmﬂ
o e Thomas Platt, ane of the political bosses of Yok
Semmwm tnmutﬂnmin:hncyhoulinNmYo:k.bm .
ontthehckdooufmheuw:he'ﬂlulqmy."wmmmt::mmmsﬂb
of the hotel served them a sumptuons breakfast,
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sisted it be charged to the good senator. She talked about how she
wanted a federal law prohibiting the exploitation of children and
enforcement of child labor laws already on the books. The news-
papers gave enormous amounts of publicity to the fssue of child
labor, and within a year Pennsylvania had passed & law to keep
children out of factories until they were fourteen. President Roose-
velt, however, refused to sec Mother Jones, and child lsbor legis-
lation and enforcement was left to the stste legislatures, many of
which were under the control of the industrialists. Enforcing even
the mildest child Iabor laws was difficule. Mothers Hed about the
ages of their children so that the children could work. It was a
question of starvation or perjury, explained one group of mothers in
Kensington. The fathers had been killed or maimed at the mines,
and the children’s wages were needed to pay for food. v
Also, sccording to the ground rules of capitalism, human laborers,
regardless of age or sex, were considered part of the machinery.
*When my machines get old and nseless,” explained a New England
mill owner, “T reject them, . . . These people are part of my ma-
chinery.” If an owner paid more than the lowest wages, he was
considered to be working sgainst his stockholders. Children were

the ideal laborers. They worked for pennies a day and were docile.

Child labor legislation was defeated for years on the mindless charge

that it was a Communist plot for the government to take over pd-

vate enterprise. As far as capitalist owners were concemed, human
rights did not matter. ¥

There are a number of brutal strikes that have been immortalized

- in labor history, but nothing quite points out the greed at the heart

of the American energy to industrialize than the mindless destruc-

tion of the lives of thousands of children. In 1904 Mother Jones went -

to the mills in the South, which were operated principally by
women and children. She took a job as a laborer just to see what it
was really like, The mill owner hired her only after she said ahe had
six children that she would bring from the North. ' ¢
What she saw in the mills made her feel that the mining towns
were a haven of hope. Few descriptions surpass Mother Jones’s ac-
count of the cotton mill where she worked in Cottandale, Alahama:

Little girls and boys, barefooted, walked up and down between
the endless rows of spindles, reaching thin little hands into the

{r1a}

: everlasting debt, gway to 8 Dew town W
shout

' ' mﬂqmmmmm
to oll it. They replaced

munyllnightthmugh;'nnybabiuoiﬁxymddm&nu
o!dnydidmdght-wu:nhﬁth:.tmmuaday. ... The
mdﬂnel,blﬂltinthenmth,wmbuihhwbtthehndlof
llulechﬂdtm-mﬂve-thmyinthemnmin&lm;linudlitde
" gray children came out of the early dawn into the factary, into
the maddening noise, inwthcumﬂlladmmomdcthe

the
children’s Aingers snapped off by machincs. She saw
ISh‘; '::rhul Nlady’s eleven-year-old dsughter carried back from
ﬁnmﬂmmhﬂ““Pmﬁ‘"Mhﬂmm

caughtina i :
7 low no one could save encugh money to €3cape.
Wlmwu;zmchﬂmmhmmn.mmw

" Had died of tuberculosis, and the family had run up a debt of thirty

doﬂmbrthefunad,whichthcytﬂedmpaybuckpmnybypmy

: owner. Mother Joncs was determined to rescue
B s her knowledge of the innes workings of the railrosd

pmﬁdedhuﬂummsofuup&nhthepmdthem
ynmdmiknud.theyﬂedinthenight.
mnpdwiththemdonagmtn!thethmughminmhne
::nudnmbtamondmnmuinnighn...lntl;m
n!nlghtthelittleim’nﬂymdldmvemthem e
" escaping Negro slaves and expected any moment that blood-
hounds would be on our trail.

: ) " m.y-&om
mmmmeiumwmmih:wmnm -
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became depressed and engulfed in hopelessness, “I could sca:cely
eat,” she said. “My food .. - at times seemd bought with the price of Ry

&% 1ug carda of the Haywood-Pettibone-Moyer Defense wﬁ:ﬁ

.: md Whm R.h.d muﬁ.

B best defense attomey in the country. the
::“uedehnd:nuwumimm‘m““mhm

the toil of children.”

Auhehsddonebefominhcrlifeshérduudtugivelntodupair.
. .Shetumedsulfeﬁngimoasoumeoismngthmddeddedthauhe 8

would concentrate on the miners and the mountain camps “where
the labor fight is at least fought by grown men.” '

In 1905 the Western Federation of Miners sent her to Chicago to
- participate in the founding of a radical labor union. It was to be a.
union which would offset the canservative bread-and-butter ap-
proach of the American Federation of Labor, Eugene Debs and Dan-
ldDeLeon,bothleadingSociﬂim,wmontbephtﬁom,don;
with Father Thomas ]. Hagerty, a “labor” priest; William D. "Big
Bill” Haywood, also of the Western Federation of Miners, and
Mother Jones. The Industrial Workers of the World came out of the
mecting as forceful and radical a labor group as America hss ever
secn. Whites, blacks, foreign-bom, native, skilled and unskilled
workers were all welcome in a unfon that was dedicated not only to
revolutionary labor relations but to changing American society.
Mother Jones was to have disagreemnents with the Wobblies, as they
were popularly known, buu!ienlwnysresp:ctedthecoumgennd
integrity of the leaders and the idealism on which the arganization
was founded,

To break the unions, business leaders, in collusion with public
officials, framed labor leaders for crimes they didn’t commit. A
highly publicized trial grew out of the outrageous framing of IWW
leadera Bill Haywood, George Pettibone, and Charles Moyer for the
murder of an Idaho governor in 1906. The three were kidnapped sand

broughucmmtelineuothntthcycouldbemtedmdhou;ht. :

to trial in Idaho. Mother Janes became ane of their chief fund raisers.

'Thgthmwmmhedlnl’ebmuy:gos, but their trial did not
be;lnmdlMaylw.Duﬂngthmﬂ&eenmnnths,Motherlonu
traveled the length and breadth of the country, speaking at meetings,
rallies, dinners—wherever there was an audience, She wrote s stir-
ring article on the frame-up for & Socialist paper, claiming, rightly,
that the arrests and the trial were attempts to break the hold of the
Westml’eduaﬂonofhﬁminthewutemminh_ugwmhyde-
priving the miners’ union of its best Jeaders. She brought national

(xx4)

3 l;ﬁl,mditwuthebesiﬂniﬂl“‘w
i her, He wrote: i

, it hired Clarence Darrow,
e commery. The ultimate acquittal of all

timacy of the union. Mother Janes never missed a seasion of the

been fought by

combats in America have fo

fh?emmtnm.d mmmt ts brought thousands of mcmmd their
. They hrought contests with police,

1 prison sentences,
militia, cousts and ey mvo‘:’v:;“u th!:mﬁiht wes

massacres hsrdships without end.
-theﬂum:nhc}othulomwupmsmt_wddﬁmlnbml;‘
the day and the night, ‘in the poor villages lmlm
uhinonthcmnunuinﬁde,Mpthu]omdwnyuppened

time of need. : o = ond
American labor

ferocious conflict in the history Colorado in

m:aﬁougmbymmmmizhwm Mfymwﬂc-

1913 and 1914. War: *The story’s essentials are uncom

ten in Ths Great Coalflald War: tjons fomenting labor insurgence,

talent as a fund raiser, eth-

m Mwwypmmythuthcm‘?“w

nic groups in order to maximize —wwmm‘

workers. Bat conditions were so bid in the

commuen iteeats revald i the fllowing: an At
The miners had gone Calarsdo legislature but not

Bar day {s law already passed by the

(z3s)



use to do so implied recognition of the uni

hired scabs at twen R
; ty dollars a head in Mexico—com i
Pramised &‘M‘ﬁmhﬂd—'ﬂdhﬂuledthemwmm lsmnm

“mmmhﬂughtingh
speciall ugs, armed gunmen who traveled
YﬂelisnedmomdmknownuthenuthSpe::J,mdi:::

bd‘“e-ny 1913 f-hﬁmaloﬂ

o ty of the miners wete fo;

e o revions st hey K i o ol o
The high thresholds of intimidation.

other mining N
companies, and was responsible for almost 40 percent '

of the mining in Colorad :
o, a sta
area for coking coal west ofth:Mlssiuiu Whl;:i.w“ i Sl podtctie
, who lived in New Colorado
m twice, saw the struggle ie: Calondoyo* n.nd‘::ad bemllmple,m
,hesmitnonewhichcouldu&ctﬂ;l:enﬁrewﬁﬁ

put in that company rather then

sce the men -
e
We can see is in our interest, iy s
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the principle Rockefeller felt he was upholding
ureﬁ:lmmlmtlnnoithemlws’g'ﬂﬂmmw

Fie e
mmMuﬁnPoatetuskednnckekﬂet,"!oumwimnswknhm

uhphnenthuthmhgothuemddnmﬂhhxw

killings
settle conditions n Rockefeller answered:

ustnn:thlngthltcmbedonctnuuhthlutﬂkemd

thnthwunimizethecmps,mdmnhtﬂutinhbathln
mdwebelievdsoainmdythatthatinmmde-

profound,

mands that the camps shall be open camps, that we cxpect to

_atand by the oificers at any coat. _

"Aﬂdyouwmﬂddothat,i!thnmudlyommputymdhlh
Foster conti

Thereis]

_ all your employeeal” Congressman
Rockefeller respanded, “It is a great principle.”

Yet it was a principle |
mndinsoithelimohhcpeophwhnpmdmedthdrmfnm
lmdaturthexqwﬂminsnockddletndmlmdhehewmthinsof
the Colorsdo coal miners’ wage scales was unshle to name the

Colondoruelmd_kmmnuwmhuwdghcw

counties where

mthin;o!minm’haminsfadlidumdmuldmtuyﬁmhm

wn:kedtwclvehomadsyo:mdsyuwuk
uptheuﬂaﬂedmdmhl

The myth of outside agitatom stirring
pbythsthasmccudnllybemmedinhudnsunlmduaedidns
interfering in foreign countries. In

strike #nd the misery of the miners
Behmthzhns&ﬂnudnmalﬂddwnwnom,mﬁvepm
wuekilled,fm:y-thmeo!dmnwommmd Mother Jones

had been in the strike zone in Janvary 1914 : .
Mycmuhedwiththemhuﬂwimsed.Mthnmkmed
'withthehmﬂedpo!m'unhnmmiwwm.. .1t

through the long nights

dles tim down to their empty sockets
mmmw.ldwmmm...l

Detectives followed her every move. State
mmwmwmwumﬁmm
help, But her know hdaedthsuﬂmnbhdpedhumukthmush-
Other unign o:;mlwnhoptln.Smmmd-Somam
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beaten up. Some were killed in ambush. Finally, Mother Jones was '

mmermhungmlefnthemm,ahewnhddhnmthh
e underground. “ slept in my clothes by day and fought
St abmkmbeuhottleatnight.”'rheimpdmnmmmfm
but the e owaces et o by et ublic ovtzy,
loo;;inthaﬂeld. Press to having Mother Jones
c strike dragged on for fourteen mon
_ ths, After the
;:i:lowithemh from their homes, themjnmmovcdlntot::::i:::
claimed be had n e f the sofome v inter Rockellle
:hamt = in Colorado, but subpoenaed mce p':“:”=pcm¢:le|:|':“m::: l':ytermsh:vme:
thecol;vnindnﬂycomactwithhis Colorado agents. In April 1
s mdoNaﬁonalGuardmuvedthreem:himgunslnmm
mmomlmdingthe tent colony. The National Guard, paid by the
miae ow ers, had deteriorated to the level of a band of mercenaries,
G::eq]: ofloldicnwentinmthe-umpm"kamikéleaderl
manofmmedlnmaTikau,tommomtwoltnllmwo:kmior
win&action t same newly invented military rules, Tikas asked for
m&emldiert;dhdmmmedmmmdathemm:
ers retreated to the hi
e st ke fol.lowed.!nus amund the tent colony. Mother

Immediately the machine guns began s . flimsy
colony, the only hom;tbewretci?:i mt:;themiz::
had, spraying it with bullets. Like iron rain, bullets fell upon
mwumenmdchﬂdmﬁewnmmmdchﬂdmﬂedmthe
0 ....Theﬁ:defenﬂedthehhomu\mhthchgtms.m
ah:htl;.:xothe continued. . . . The little Snyder boy was
t ughth_ehe.ad,trﬁngmmehiuhtten.x\chﬂdm-
Tying water to his dying mother was killed, . . . Louis Tikas was
ti;)dﬂn;;iwithshotswhﬂehetliedqoleadwnmunmicll.lldren
o o ty. They perished with him. Night came. A raw wind
uedmddownthgcanyomwhuemm,womenmdchﬂdmnhiv-
wept. Then a blaze lighted the sky. The soldiers
drunk with blood and with the liquor they had Jooted from the
udoon,netﬂtetuthetentsofLudlow.'lhetmts,nllthepoor
;uminhings,theclothumdbeddmgofthcmim'famﬂm
urned. .. . In a dugout under a burned tent, the charred bodies
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of eleven little children and two women weare found—un-

mopinbleznvetythlnglayinmins.mwkcsufbcdspﬂngs
w:ithedonthegmundaslhheym,hadtﬁedmﬂe:the

borror. ... _
For the firat time public sentiment tumed sgainst the Rockefel-
lers. Four men, three women and eleven children had been killed in
this one tragic event, the worst of a long series of deaths throughout
the strike. Mother Jones knew that with this viclence the Ludlow

strike would fnally reach public attention. She had seen too much
not to be cynical about the press: “Little children being soasted alive
makes a front-page story. .. . Dying by inches of starvation and

exposure does not.”
_Atthedmeofth:mnsumMotherlnneawasinMuico-_-nyins .
to convince the Mexican scabs that the company agents’ promises of
free 1and would not materialize if they went to work for the Colo-
uanucInndIronCumpany.SheimmedhtelyleftMexicomdbe-
gmam;blinmurdemhingwhthadhnppcnedinLudlow. She
kncwthatpubucopininnhadtobeenlisudimhenidofthemikm,
and money had to be raised for the eight thousand homeless moun-
tain refugees. Again she traveled the country—Kansas City, Chicsgo,,
Columbus, Cleveland, Washington, D.C.—describing the mnmcte-md

President Wilson sent in the U.S. Cavalry to restore order
of their demands. Rockefel-

offered a trace that gave the miners some
hrhiredateamoipuhliﬂtymmtuexplaintheatﬁkehomnmp—
posedly “neutral” point of view. A series of pamphlets on each
mioxhsuofthemikzwumtwnwafullyulecwdlisto!
writers, editors, magazine publishers, public interest groups, polit-
cal organizations.

One pamphlet was devoted to Mother Jones and portrayed herasa
vinlmAnuchintvdthacﬂmimlrecotd, ln;awniormurdermd
vlolmc&mhnleﬁnquowdcewnlmxse,whomsin
ofthsMili_uryDimictofColoudodulingt.hestﬂke:

sheismeccenuicnpdpeculmagme.lmnkcnomendonof
her personal history, with which we are not concemed. -
Shem,howevel,tohﬂeinmmepdomlde;mthe
facultyoh_dxﬂnsupmdindﬁn;themoreiponntmdcﬂm-
innllydlsposedtodeedsofﬂolmcemdcdme.
Pﬂoxwthendventoithuuw‘uuoopsnl_wmadeueﬁu,u!
: ' {xz9)
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speeches in the strike zone, of which I have authentic and
verbatim reports. i

These speeches are couched in coarse, vulgar and profane
language, and eddress themselves to the lowest passions of
mankind, '

I CONFIDENTLY BELIEVE THAT MOST OF THE MUR-
DERS AND OTHEK ACTS OF VIOLENT CRIME COM-
MITTED IN THE STRIKE REGION HAVE BEEN INSPIRED
BY THIS WOMAN'’S INCENDIARY UTTERANCES.

'I'hc:iljmi:ln mht;'“peuomlhlstgry”mfenadtherudnrmthe

Cangressional Record of June 13, 1914, where Congresaman George
xinddofColomdohadinmdanumberofnewspaperrepom
about her. One alleged that she had once run a whorehouse in Den-
ver‘ﬁvlththehighutatakepokergameundthehestloohnggiﬂnn
town.”

The attempt to blame the violence of the Ludlow Massacre on
Mother Jones was not only a cheap tactic, it didn’t work. At his first
appcmnnebebtethelndumidnchﬁom&mmluhn,koc_kefcllcr
introduced himself to Mother Jones and invited her to meet with
him to discuss the problems of the miners. She accepted. After the
meeting he publicly intimated that Mother Jones would accompany
him on a tour of the Colorado Mines. To the press he gave a long
statement on how amisble and agreesble his meeting with Mother
Jones had been. :

If nothing else, Rockefeller's wooing of Mother Jones illustrated
that she was a power to be reckoned with, her integrity and honesty
were unguestioned by workers and she stood for the legitimate de-
mandy of the working class. The public relations people hired by
Rockefeller failed to ruin her repuitation, in a cynical tumnabout they
then tried to present her as being an their side. :

For her part Mother Jones said Rockefeller was “a nice young

- man.” But she went away from their meeting feeling ““that he could
not possibly understand the aspirations of the working class. He was
as alien s is one species from anothery as alien as is stone from
wheat” ;

Mother Jones could not be bought off by luxurious dinners, intro-
ductions to private clubs, or a trip on a yacht. She never yeamed to
be a “respectable” labor leader. Her strongest impulse was to give

{120

mmdalintcgﬂ%y'nhemp:esmﬁedﬁnrthcnnklndﬁle.
v;\?tf:'t'l.nmen':h‘= dngthzhctthnto:h:thbotludﬂnhadheenmmpmd
by “big dinners, joy rides, spmﬂngwomm,”ahewldmthﬂ]o;ﬂ“
that “Smidie [her brother] says, and so do 1, tl:.ut\v«re'dlmtom'.mi
cmtonMother]ow;..yoummtbemnchedwi:hmmcy,

Commission ssked her if she had advocated that the West
mlnﬂlbuygtmsnhehadmwued,'ﬁmt'onlyndviudtheminﬂ
mhuyﬂﬂcs,butlpmmﬂyninedthcmnncywhhhﬂ.h
ﬂ:m"shcwuomsdomoithceﬂec:ofpublicmwmmu,
uidthnmmahonldbehclphulnthchceofmbme.
But dhe o belired hat mabiog s 7 e o
resistance was ]
%Mm%kﬁuwho was framed for & bomb explosian in

the pub-
carefully and bringing the matter before
gan?%enhns{:!hmhhhumuuledmymmdm

framework wnndmmdMother]onumleuthmhn
e d;‘gmﬁmdm:ndwmwholmddh
workem' rights and a Hving wage.
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* SEVEN WOMIN o

Jones back in 1367.MaryPeuucdwaihbleto¢xphinwn=wspapc"-

Teposters:
You're not to think that we could do any differently another
time. We are working people—my husband and I—and we're
stronger for the union than we were before the strike. . . .
There’a sadness in our hearts and there always will be, but
there isn't. . . despair,

It was from such 'letha Mother. yok and gave
m peop) t Jones took and gave strength G that has been in the front lines of every battle in the

anditwuinthemﬂcﬁofthegondnessmddghmeuufthc
wotldnth g class, “her.class,” that she made her choices and cleared o
pa

Mother Jones has been criticized for taking many contradictary
Positions in her life—opposing suffrage and temperance for example.
She opposed suffrage because she was separated from the middle-
class traditions that believed in the legitimate workings of Law and
political rights. “If the women of the country would only realize
what they have in their hands there is no limit to what they could
accomplish. The trouble is they let the capitalists make them be-
lieve they wouldn't be ladylike,” She lived where the Constitution
was meaningless qnd the ballot had no power to change economics.
The women of Calorado had had the vote for two generations befare
the Ludlow massacre, and it was like a feather before the wind of
company-owned judges, juries, cangressmen. Temperance she saw
as an effort to create a more sober, efficient working class—an effort
of the capitalists to deprive men of their one escape in life. She
called Prohibition “the worst affliction the country has.” She was a
Socialist yet she didn’t campaign for her old friend Bugene Debs
when he ran as the Soclalist candidate for the Senate in Indiana.
Senator Kem, the Democrat incumbent, had gotten her out of a
West Virginia prison when she had been sentenced to twenty years.
She never forgot a friend or a personal favor. :

She aged, but she never mellowed. Tom Tippett covered the
United Mine Workers annual convention in 1923 at which there
‘was g terrible credentials fight over the Kansas delegation.

As the delegates reached fever heat Mother Jones walked qui-
etly to the front of the stage and held up ber hand. “I never go
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* MOTHER JONES °

i _.!. t
. wuhingtonwuhoutpayln;myrupecttonmmumm

& :ecnedalungthewayinm_cmo:yofmthumnhomnlzl;:

" who fought the chattel slavery of this country. That man, Joha

Bmwn,iumtiomlhem'todny...mdthe:meaftheiudy
who sentenced him has long been forgotten.
: leader of the unseated delegation to John

Bmwnandmdupe:chﬁumthcwomenofmu,whnnppuled

she “waa a hundred years old" a big birthday

miners’ union.” When wide -
i held for Spring, Maryland, ow
celebiation wad be h:;ilgoﬁfof the labor movement, and.

Washington, D.C. It wasa swho
even John D. Rockeleller, Jr., sent a warm telegram.

. of the pomtymuchm
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