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Next 7= The image is a complete fantasy,
lacking any ethnographic authenticity.
The caption under the original
publication reads, in part: "The people
are naked, handsome, brown, well-
shaped in'body.... No one has anything,
but all things are in common. And the
men have as wives those who please
them, be they mothers, sisters, or
friends; therein they make no
distinction. They also fight with each
other; and they eat each other, even
those who are slain, and hang the flesh
of them in the smoke."
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Next Some of the strongest taboos of

Europeans—nakedness, sexual
promiscuity, and cannibalism—were
imagined as New World practices. This

mage captures these fears perfectly;
gathered around the table are bare-
breasted women, a kissing couple, and
men consuming human body parts.
However, the domestic scene of a shared
meal among "handsome, well-shaped"
people sharing “in common® and who
clearly enjoy sex, must have been
intriguing to Europeans hungry for greater
freedoms than their culture could supply.
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| The image's emphasis on cannibalism is nonetheless

@ strikingly negative; note the human limbs hanging

B from the wooden structure as Europeans might hang
a ham. Notice, too, the European ships in the

Bt background. These suggest that the profligate life of

E native peoples was about to change under the
civilizing hand of European culture and Christianity.

! Images like this woodcut continued to dominate the

E depiction of Indians for the next four hundred years

F and were used as justifications for conquest.
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In what way does this image
reveal more about Europeans

Next
than Native Americans?

853 PM
[N

H QO Type here to search % 0 4113018





image5.png
a Saint Leo University Studeni Module 2 - Native Americar | (= ushistory_01 X | Vegas gunman's girlfriend t | + 2 = X

© @& a8 media.pearsoncmg.com * =2

M <€ ntroduction  An Early European Image of Native Americans  Critical Thinking Question » Q Q

Think About It

Credits
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Munchen, Rar. 5k
Start the Tour Again

Start the Tour Again [f

et o hecBrUDRA [ brair
o chel acliin, 2 s has asch myemsancymcbrofe
fchayd, Sy Eeeyten auch mit mnander, Sy dfen e qiriande
ments

854PM o
1/13/2018




