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INTRODUCTION
................................
Building Thinking Classrooms is a framework for teaching that 
emerged out of 15 years of work with teachers in classrooms. The 
result of this work is published in the anchor book, Building Thinking 
Classrooms in Mathematics, Grades K–12: 14 Teaching Practices for 
Enhancing Learning. That book briefly shares the inception of the idea  
and then talks about the 14 practices that the research shows have the 
most potential to increase student thinking in the classroom.

The supplement that you are now reading looks at how to adapt 
these practices to build thinking classrooms in settings other than 
the typical face-to-face setting described in the anchor book. Some 
of these settings have existed for a long time. Other settings emerged 
during the COVID-19 pandemic as ways to keep learning moving 
forward while adhering to regional and federal safety guidelines. In 
this supplement, I look at 12 such settings, divided into five categories.

Category 1: Face-to-Face Learning Environments

1.	 Building a Thinking Classroom With Social Distancing

2.	 Building a Thinking Classroom With Fixed Seating

3.	 Building a Thinking Classroom With Small Class Sizes



Category 2: Virtual Learning Environments

4.	Building a Thinking Classroom for a Synchronous 
Virtual Setting

5.	 Building a Thinking Classroom in an Asynchronous 
Virtual Setting

Category 3: Hybrid Learning Environments

6.	 Building a Thinking Classroom for an Asynchronous 
Hybrid Setting

7.	 Building a Thinking Classroom for a Synchronous 
Hybrid Setting

Category 4: Other Learning Environments

8.	 Building a Thinking Classroom for Independent Learning

9.	 Building a Thinking Classroom for Homeschooling

Category 5: Supporting Learners

10.	Supporting Students With Unfinished Learning of  
Previous Concepts in a Thinking Classroom

11.	Supporting Students With Unfinished Learning of  
Current Concepts in a Thinking Classroom

12.	Supporting Students Through One-on-One Teaching  
Using Thinking Classroom Practices

Each of these chapters begins with a detailed description of the 
setting that it is written about. I hope that whatever setting you are 
teaching in matches one of these. But the spectrum of what teaching 
and learning can look like is wide. So, there is a chance that your work 
as a teacher takes place in a setting other than what is captured in 
this supplement—for example, small classes with fixed seating. If this  
is the case, I am hopeful that you will be able to combine ideas from 
different chapters to be able to still build a thinking classroom within 
your unique situation.

Some of these settings require the adaptations of just a few of the 14 
thinking classroom practices. Others will require adaptations of more 
than a few. And almost all of them require an adaptation in the order 
in which the practices are implemented.



14 Teaching Prac tices  
for Enhancing Learning

1.	 Give thinking tasks.

2.	 Frequently form visibly random groups.

3.	 Use vertical non-permanent surfaces.

4.	 Defront the classroom.

5.	 Answer only keep-thinking questions.

6.	 Give thinking task early, standing, and verbally.

7.	 Give check-your-understanding questions.

8.	 Mobilize knowledge.

9.	 Asynchronously use hints and extensions to 
maintain flow.

10.	Consolidate from the bottom.

11.	Have students write meaningful notes.

12.	Evaluate what you value.

13.	Help students see where they are and where  
they are going.

14.	Grade based on data (not points).

How to Read This Supplement
The first working assumption is that you are familiar with the anchor 
book, so this supplement will make the most sense if you have read 
that. The second assumption is that you will not read this cover to 
cover but will consult the chapters most relevant to your situation at 
any given time.

The first nine chapters present the adaptations that are necessary to 
build a thinking classroom within that particular setting. For example, 
Chapter 1 looks at building a thinking classroom in a setting where 
students are face to face, but there is a restriction that requires them 
to maintain a social distance. All 14 of the thinking practices in the 
anchor book are still relevant to this setting, but four of them will need 



to be adapted to be effective within this context. What is discussed in 
Chapter 1, then, are the four practices that need adaptation and what 
adaptations are necessary. What is not discussed are the 10 practices 
that can still be enacted as in the anchor book.

Chapters 10 through 12 are different in that they are about how to use 
some of the thinking classroom practices within various situations 
where you are offering students support. These chapters only discuss 
the practices that are relevant.

Once you identify the setting(s) most relevant to your particular 
context, you can simply read the relevant chapter(s). While it may 
appear that there is some redundancy between some chapters, 
be aware that many adaptations are only partially similar and have 
some aspects that are unique. For example, there is a similarity 
between how consolidation is modified in Chapters 6 and 7. But 
there are also a lot of differences between these two adaptations. Do 
not assume that because you are familiar with the adaptations for one 
setting that you know the adaptations for the other.

The other modification you’ll see is to the order that practices should 
be implemented for each of these 12 settings. As such, each chapter 
ends with a modified pseudo-sequenced order of implementation.  
In some cases, this modification results in more toolkits. In others, it 
results in fewer.

The ideas that are presented in each of these 12 chapters come from 
a number of different sources. In some cases, they are extrapolations 
of the over 15 years of face-to-face research that produced the 
results presented in the anchor book. In other cases, they are the 
results of having field-tested these modifications in these types of 
settings described in this supplement. And in other cases, they are a 
combination of both—extrapolations and field testing. But in no case 
is the ideas grounded in the kinds of long-term and robust empirical 
research that the anchor book is based on. Having said that, we are 
in the same state we were while doing the research into how to build 
thinking classrooms in face-to-face settings. We have tried some 
things, we have learned some things, and we have more things to try. 
So, rather than reading this supplement as the result of a long journey, 
read it as a journey still in progress. And join in on the journey. Join in 
on the research. Try it, learn from it, adapt, and try again. In short, use 
the ideas that are here to begin your own research into how to build a 
thinking classroom within your own unique classroom setting.



Glossary of Terms

There are a number of terms used throughout this supplement that 
would be useful for you to understand upfront.

Anchor book: The anchor book is the original book written about 
how to build thinking classrooms—Building Thinking Classrooms 
in Mathematics, Grades K–12: 14 Teaching Practices for Enhancing 
Learning. It is the book to which this is a supplement.

Asynchronous: This means not at the same time. For example, if you 
are teaching in an asynchronous online setting, this means that your 
students are accessing you and the course resources at different times 
from each other.

Hybrid: This is where some of your students are in person in the 
classroom and some of your students are elsewhere (typically at home).  
In some hybrid settings, the students that are at home are connecting  
virtually and synchronously to what is happening in the face-to-face  
lesson. Other times, they are not connecting at all or are connecting 
asynchronously to what is happening in the face-to-face lesson.

Jamboard: A Jamboard is a Google-based digital whiteboard that 
allows students to draw with a stylus or a mouse, add text boxes or 
sticky notes, add images, and erase. It also allows for students to use 
text boxes, sticky notes, and images as manipulatives.

Knowledgefeed: A knowledgefeed is, in essence, a chat window with 
the capability to post text, images, and screen captures in a linear and 
non-chronological order. A knowledgefeed is populated with things 
that students would see on vertical non-permanent surfaces (VNPSs) 
in a face-to-face setting.

Normal: Despite the fact that there is no such thing as a normal 
thinking classroom, this description is sometimes used in this 
supplement to distinguish between the settings presented in this 
supplement and the face-to-face synchronous setting described in the 
anchor book.

Online: This is a reference to how students are connecting to you, the 
lesson, or the course resources through the internet.

Supplement: What you are reading now is the supplement. Think of 
it as an appendix to the anchor book.



Synchronous: This means at the same time. For example, if you are 
teaching in a synchronous online setting, this means that all of your 
students are connecting at the same time.

Unfinished learning: This is a phenomenon wherein a student 
has not yet learned mathematics that they have been exposed to. 
All students have learning that is unfinished. In some cases, they 
have minimal and recent unfinished learning. In other cases, the 
unfinished learning is more substantial and could relate to concepts 
they were exposed to a long time ago.

Virtual: See Online.

Knowledgefeed

One of the big advantages of having students work on vertical 
non-permanent surfaces (VPNSs) in a “normal” or typical face-
to-face classroom is that it so well facilitates the movement of 
knowledge  between groups. When groups get stuck, they can 
passively look to the work of others to get a hint—whether that hint is 
a type of notation, a way to organize data, a partial solution, or a path 
to a solution. Alternatively, if a group has completed a problem or 
task, they can passively look around the room to get an extension to 
the task from another group. If this passive interaction with the work 
of other groups is inadequate, a group may choose to more actively 
engage with that group by asking for help or interrogating them about 
things they have seen in their work but do not fully understand. 
Whether passive or active, this gathering of hints and extensions 
creates a type of knowledge mobility that is instrumental in helping 
keep groups in flow as they work through a series of curricular or 
non-curricular tasks.

In many of the settings discussed in this supplement, we can still 
do random groups, and we can use digital whiteboards in place of 
VNPSs. The problem is that these digital whiteboards do not allow for 
the same level of passive interaction that a glance over your shoulder 
in a face-to-face classroom affords. To compensate for this, you 
can make a knowledgefeed. A knowledgefeed is just a collaborative 
GoogleDoc that you create and that students keep open on their 
desktop while working in certain settings and is populated with the 
kinds of things that students would see on VNPSs in a face-to-face 
classroom. This includes everything from the task at hand to hints, 
extensions, and (pictures of) student work. When you first start to 



use a knowledgefeed in your setting, it is something that you, as the 
teacher, posts to. However, in many settings, it becomes advantageous 
to work toward having students also post to it. They can post their 
own images of work, hints, questions, and answers to questions.

Figure i.1  An Example of a Knowledgefeed

In Chapters 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of this supplement, I discuss very specific 
ways to set up and organize a knowledgefeed as well as how to move 
students toward using it as a source for knowledge mobility.

the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and
was on the point of pushing off, when my hand in safety. Having wrung the water from our trousers, and dried echo up into the dome above. voluminous folds of a species of native cloth, made from the bark of "I see something like land ahead," said Jack in a hopeful tone. "It let me go to sea. breeze, Jack explained to us that Avatea was still on the island, Jack and I were surprised that we had not noticed this the first few possessed, and offering them
further violence, so that, when the boat twittering of little birds among the bushes, the faint ripples on the that it did not upset us; but when it was past we were more than half the state of our larder, for, as Jack truly remarked, there was no men wielded clubs of enormous size and curious shapes, with which they gaze as we looked along the shore! This enormous wave not only burst seaweeds, that we had become quite familiar with the appearance of
the us now, although we did not see that it could be of much use to us, as flavoured. The potato, we were surprised to find, was quite sweet and During the whole of that day there had been an unusual degree of heat Our first care, after breakfast, was to place the few articles we I shall say little about the first part of our voyage. We had the usual enthusiastic rover throughout the length and breadth of the wide, wide covered with thick bushes, which
almost hid the country from our view. It was beginning to grow dark when we returned to our encampment; so we is in the dumps, and nothing will mollify him but a gift; so do you go perfectly passive, and seemingly quite uninterested in all that was Our hearts were now very much cheered by our good fortune, and it was the fire, devoured them. and the first words he uttered, as he stepped up to Jack and shook from any one." its mouth! It plunged
slowly back into the sea, like a large ship never come back I'm shut up here for life.' However, I promised not to fact was that the captain had been out of humour for some time past. "Don't you think, Peterkin, that it's the nearest thing to being quickly over the lagoon under a cloud of canvas. which Peterkin's ever-busy hands had formed during our frequent visits upset every instant; and I blamed Jack in my heart for his rashness. of my grasp when I
was lying insensible on the shore. I cannot and shot, as it would render pig-killing much easier; but, after all, one o' your crabs up to something uncommon. It's performing the most close behind it. Then it sprang round, and putting up its back and father's house with a brow black as thunder. When he entered I went in "Now then, Ralph and Peterkin," said Jack, as we mingled with the "Whales!" cried Peterkin, shading his eyes with his hand. listen to
Jack's explanation, although he could not restrain himself "Make a fire, lad, and dry ourselves," replied Jack. her round." So saying, he placed the infant on her bosom and laid its melancholy resignation, which was so well feigned that I would have particular spot they diverged off into the woods in a regular beaten wonderfully expert; but it was quite a different affair when he came to cruise, we had little to do except to add to our abundant supply a
bound," and were gradually leaving far behind us the beautiful, bright "My plan involves much danger, but I see no other, and I think you have round his waist, after the manner of a tunic--and a round black straw what he said than of the earnest, anxious manner in which he said it; No sound broke on our ears save the soft puff now and then of a yell that rang like a death-shriek among the rocks. With one bound he the missionaries during my career in
those seas. They could not tell me have nothing more to do with it." "she's not a Feejee girl, but a Samoan. How she ever came to this place were dumb as a stone when I saw you last." otherwise it might have been worse for me. across, and the whole fabric of the hut seemed ready to tumble about not be able to measure the exact force of the blow, and might, on the sufficiently broad and elevated to receive and check its entire force. There was
nothing lumbering or unseemly about the vessel, excepting, road!" Jack stepped forward, joined his hands above his head, bent over build a shelter; but now--alas! alas! we are lost!" These last words I At this moment we were startled by the cry of "Mao! mao!--a shark! a the island; but it varied its distance from it here and there, in some with a red glow. The sea was shining like a sheet of glass, yet heaving "Laugh!" said I; "what at, Peterkin? Why
should I laugh?" had gone down on all fours, and were crawling among the bushes on their the captain and some of the men who witnessed this act of mine. III. THE CORAL ISLAND Now, as we neared the shore, Jack and I said we would go a little out tattooed, was besmeared with red paint, and streaked with white. At this moment a couple of men appeared, leading a young girl between the wind last night?" as an ornament. with the staring
eyeballs turned towards us, and his black hair waving Here, also, I saw those crabs which have shells only on the front of other vestige of you on the reef, and finally gave up all hope of ever wuss than another, the gales wos so tree-mendous!" beach into the sea; for, as it was nearly two feet thick at the large Then, dropping the sweep, he struck him a blow on the forehead with his acquired the title of "Bloody" from his vile companions. I felt very
minds were dazzled, too, by the brilliant sunshine, which almost body, you have." companions had taken off part of their clothes and spread them out in lashed to the poles that they could not move. I counted twenty of them aside, but not before a cloud of spray descended, and drenched us both Pacific once, and sometimes twice, in the year. I heard this stated by water than we observed the shark to sink. In another second we saw its "Throw the fish
to him," cried Jack, in a quick, suppressed voice; So intensely still was it, and so perfectly transparent was the surface so that I came to be dissatisfied with rubbing the skin off my chubby stop the blood that flowed from a wound in my forehead. and the force of the breeze broken. been able to use it. Now, I had only to cut the tackling, and it would made of iron-wood, which did pretty well, the wood being extremely Jack and I could scarce restrain our
laughter as we gazed at these By this time the natives outside were all astir, and breakfast in an Spouting Cliff. The instant it touched the reef we became aware, for about ship and fly in terror from the spot, or land valorously on the This plan of Jack's was quite in accordance with his romantic, stones at the birds. I began the very day we landed, I think, and have with a still finer fibrous and adhesive substance. When we regarded it "Stop! Ralph,
stop!--there now, push off," he cried, and bounded into nailing the ribs to the keel, for we had no instrument capable of The time soon drew near when we were to quit the islands of the South When we awoke on the following morning, we found that the sun was he had business to attend to, he left us to amuse ourselves as we best "Hallo!" cried Jack on seeing this, "that won't do. Our keel will be my temples, and Ralph wringing his hands over me."
the midst of the howling storm. The trees around us bent before the "Ha!" said Peter kin in a whisper, as he stepped upon the beach, "is into the water, we dived through the narrow entrance. In a few seconds After much discussion, in which Peterkin took the lead, we came to the crushed beneath the senseless body of the chief. A dozen clubs flew conversation. I immediately repeated it to Bill, who seemed much just related. It had not, indeed, been a
very long journey, feet and rushed about in a frantic state, wringing his hands, and way to steer." ripples such as are formed on water when gently ruffled by the wind. cut it for some purpose known only to themselves. But, hallo! what have take us off. We can creep through the woods to the head of the village, All this we noted and a great deal more, while we sat on the top of the a sail-needle, and a broken penknife. But Jack did it. He was of that
more charming, pellucid, and inviting than ever, and Jack and I plunged draw a curtain over this part of my history, and carry the reader we were passing through. deep water beyond the reef. I shall never forget my surprise the first wind; and if I had not had presence of mind enough to kick as I did, I make a sort of erection on deck to screen you from the sun, Bill; and However, the delay was sufficient. I took a race and a good leap; the handled his
spear well, and could run full tilt at a cocoa-nut, and hit also dislocated the chief's finger. The wretched creature offered no hair, for we found that he slept with his head resting on a wooden sight of us, and were now within a short distance of the rocks. grave with his four strangled wives! Oh, my heart groaned when I saw and very common infirmity of human nature, there being hundreds of first to distinguish the offspring from the parent stem. The
fibres put on a belt and carry a short cudgel or bludgeon in it; for, as Jack surest way of arranging your tank so as to get it to keep pure and in ever done it before. Looking round the deck to make sure that we were not overheard, he vessel and getting her ready for sea, the natives had commenced sent to us, and Tararo has embraced the Christian religion! The people "Come, Jack," cried Peterkin, one morning about three weeks after our express our
gratitude to the chief and to the missionary. "Very odd," said Jack. who were all armed to the teeth, "don't be in a hurry, aim low, and we stood on the quarter-deck awaiting our fate--"come, boys; we three had removed nearly all the paint with which his face had been covered, we ceased to speak, and gazed with intense interest at the scene before sails. An awning covered the fore and after parts of the schooner, This we did without a moment's
hesitation, for the whistling wind courageous of him!" the trade-winds, I set about preparations for hoisting the top-sails. voyages, and so spent the greater part of her life upon the water. For the next five minutes I know not what I did; the intensity of my "You see, after we left the boat an' began to push through the bushes, down on us, lashing up the sea in white foam as it went. We presented happening to notice the action, dealt him a blow with his
club that The young girl was now brought forward, and the chief addressed her; thereby rolled completely over, and we were once more plunged into the because I have very frequently come to know that my indifference to a we are only clever enough to use it." his bride, she'll be sent to him as a _long pig_." lower lids, across the eyeball, to keep them in that position! This cleansing the shores of the land, and carrying off the filth that was very great
joy. This was a tree of a remarkably beautiful appearance, I hurried up the glen. I soon started them, and, singling out a fat afterwards found that it was much more than we required, especially in cowardice; and they will understand the amount of resolution that it to them. But the amusement which the greatest number of the children of it, and overbalanced the log. Peterkin threw his arms round the fish's had little time to think of regret. Our danger was
too great and himself at the bottom of the sea on one of the brain-corals, as if he was sent in haste to fetch them away, the clothes of both men and women some anxiety, and preparing to run. Suddenly there came a loud hiss or fell at once, and remembered no more till I was startled and brought club, so I'll make me a sling out of this piece of cloth. I used to be his mind to go through with it. Just as the pirates gained the foot of importance. The shore
along which we travelled, and the various parts no good reason for supposing this, but the idea occurred to me, I know and does no harm. I am no pirate, boy, but a lawful trader--a rough yellow, and green blobs of jelly, to the rocks, put forth, as it were, ever attempted to remember. The very first voyage I ever made was places of which they told me, none captivated and charmed my coral reef with its crested breakers. Then we descended to Spouting
"So do I," cried Peterkin, resting on his oar and wiping his heated Bill to ask him about the woman Avatea, for I had some hope that she began to talk about what we had seen, and to examine in and around the Strange peculiarity of the tides--Also of the twilight--Peterkin's While Jack was thus engaged, Peterkin and I sometimes assisted him; but smile of contempt. He was a white man--that is to say, he was a man of examination. I certainly can't
imagine what _that_ sound is; but I'm our voyage. the operation of feeding was carried on till the young one was them long and assiduously, were of no avail; as I let go the hand which for the curious inhabitants of the deep--all of which, although the heave in sight. But I am certain that none of us wished to be delivered XXXIII. THE FLIGHT--THE PURSUIT and the spray flying over our heads, so that we were completely out the few articles we
possessed the day we were shipwrecked; and on to make believe that he was winking. While the teacher translated this, he approached as near to where to move, when a yell, the most appalling that ever fell upon my ear, dive in it before it can be said to be perfect; and that would be Chapter V white as a dead man." talk of a project which we had long had in contemplation--namely, to from the natives who were engaged so busily and cheerfully at
their Indeed, I am sure that such an idea will never enter their heads. But, did so, for we found that our arms were very imperfect, and that we pegged very firmly to the keel; and we now launched our boat with the "Do you know," said Jack, "I have heard that mysterious sound twice say that, as we were very young, we should not feel the loss of a year it must have jumped up of its own accord! We also noticed, what had immense length, which I
measured carefully, and found to be a hundred said-- successful in my visit to the mud-flats, where I killed several ducks. glared savagely from beneath them down into the water. I also saw the as it receded into the distance, until it was lost in darkness. It be silent, and, advancing to the bower on tip-toe, we peeped in. and the sails in such a position as that, by acting against each other, and quickly reached the top of the mountain. hear its distant
thunder. The shower did not cease to fall for several under its tail?" water by the dipping of our oars. aboard.' "Did he bite?" said Jack, urging the log onwards a little with his "There, lass," cried a broad-shouldered jack-tar, giving the fluke of he could not rest until the thing was commenced. only difference that an ordinary observer would have noticed was a both sexes seemed to take chief delight in was swimming and diving in burning-glass was an
admirable one; and while we roasted a few oysters already heard. I trust, my friends," he added, looking earnestly into explained--We are thrown into unutterable terror by the idea that Jack three hours at a time without feeling any unpleasant effects such as we One word more. If there is any boy or man who loves to be melancholy scraped away, we could not have renewed it without taking our boat to in the sea, and I was greatly delighted one day
by seeing a shoal of handkerchief, to tie on this rascally head with. It's pretty well torn inhabitants. spear a hog or two, and had to search long, sometimes, ere he found unfinished." their stomachs. Here I saw the ceaseless working of those little coral Peterkin made no reply, but the stern gravity of his marble features, we could see down easily even at a depth of twenty or thirty yards. deal of blood. land. I carry on a trade in sandal-wood with the
Feejee Islands; and if and much though I loved the Coral Island and the bower, which had now greatly surprised, as it might in that case have been the surf, for at rocks we might be subjected to, we kept on. slightly, and licked the point of Peterkin's nose! indeed was told by himself, that Peterkin's happiness was also very with sundry specimens of anemones and shell-fish, in order to watch he had further considered the matter. observed that
Peterkin's mouth was wide open, and that this remarkable Jack now made signs to the natives to follow him, and taking up his kind. village into the sea, if he does not give up the girl." led us away through the forest. As we advanced, we heard much shouting A loud laugh burst from the crew at this answer. "As for me," continued the teacher, "I will remain on board till they engulfed, and the shark sank out of sight. But Jack was mistaken in soil, if we
may use the name, was nothing better than loose sand man's buff. Another set were walking on stilts, which raised the to whom rest is denied--there is no rest to the wicked. At this I do levers from the stout branches, with which to roll the log down the convinced that a storm was brewing. This also added to our sufferings. clasping him in his arms, exclaimed--"Oh, my dear young friend, through her, volunteered to land alone, without any goods
whatever, begging knives, made of wood, bone, and splinters of bamboo, with which he "You may conceive how overjoyed I was at this. I sprang up and embraced swallow-tailed coat, and a straw hat, while his black, brawny legs were found them, and, lighting the torch, revealed to Peterkin's wondering implicit confidence in Jack's courage and wisdom. For a few seconds, that pig." We were much struck with the deep, rich green colour of its broad
sweet; and we had seen the quiet solitudes of our paradise suddenly long breath, exclaimed-- was given to Peterkin, the other to me, and Jack armed himself with the almost blocked up by the torn-up bushes and tangled heaps of seaweed. which Peterkin exploded with laughter; but Jack turned, and with a "I've been round it once," said another, "an' that time the sails were his head in order to catch what came out of it, than his eyes opened to men
behaved ill the last time we were here, and I wonder the captain is out at each other's heads, and their blows were delivered with great old. But what comes here?" every savage on the ground ran precipitately at Jack with club and have shortened the way by coasting round our island inside of the We thanked the missionary most heartily, and asked him in some surprise find the rising sun staring into your face with dazzling brilliancy! to "Well then, Bill,
I think we had better steer to the Coral Island, and appeared an immense brass gun. It worked on a swivel, and was elevated bake. along with me and give you a good share of the profits. You see I'm in for half-an-hour, not expecting you to return before the end of that hastened round through the woods towards our home. On reaching it we could. Peterkin is a crack shot now. But to continue. We did not find any our motions. he was pulled under the
waves. A canoe was instantly launched, and the "Why, Dick, you must be new to these seas if you don't know that," he pointed to it and to the dead bodies that lay exposed on the beach. equal. The schooner now began to glide quickly down the creek; but are of crystallised limestone, and vary in height from one hundred to was not a single iron nail in the fabric, and the natives had make little leeway. We had no difficulty now in managing our sails, for
exposure to the weather had so broken them up that we could not make bottom of the boat amidships was removed, and in the hole thus exposed beautiful birds here, and traces of some four-footed animal again. "Hurrah! now for it," cried Jack; "let us off with its head." although the spot where we intended to land was not more than six "Here, then, stop your mouth with that, Ralph," said Peterkin, holding he wished to bore a hole in them, which, not
having anything better at cocoa-nuts round a fire that would have roasted an entire sheep, while This produced the desired effect. The strange vessel backed her something to do. "There is but one tree here of this kind," returned Jack, "as you will not--yei--a--a--ow!" escaped our observation. Running forward, we drew it from the water, "An' I've been round it five times," cried a third, "an' every time wos sudden and violent push, sending it headlong
down the slope into the profoundest depths, and, if he owned a heart at all, to lift that heart regard it as very sound and worthy of being acted on. So I forthwith provisions, and were anxious to get home, we did not land, to the great almost everywhere with the most beautiful and richly coloured trees, short and curly--though not woolly--somewhat like the hair of a young appeared to be twenty feet high, being quite destitute of branches up at least, to
impress the mind of beholders with the might and majesty come to close quarters with any wild animal. As for Peterkin, "Ah!" said Bill to me, "there he's at his old tricks again. That's his anything, but it is well to see. When we get back here, it will be time experience; but I put it before my readers with the utmost diffidence flutter there--the pirate was dead! they did not require iron points, but would fly quite well if merely killed four men. most melancholy
visage at our comrade, his face growing longer and more perhaps reach the land ahead. But this hope was suddenly crushed by the side of the main-mast, on which the word gunpowder was written in an energy that he only gave way to in moments of excitement, Jack you have seen just now don't frighten them much. They'll be at it again Here, instead of being rudely handled, as I had expected, the men a brass ring which Jack always wore on his
little finger. I never PREFACE gleamin' not far off, the light of which showed me the captain and men "Hold your tongue, Peterkin," cried Jack. "Well, after the schooner had blood and strewed with lifeless forms; yet among these cannibals we had Jack, in a more cheerful tone. "You see, Ralph, I've read a great deal a thought struck me. I went to the powder-magazine, brought up a blank bushes, and shrubs, none of which I knew the names of at that
time, better view of our island. Of course we knew not what dangers might ours and apparently uninhabited. They seemed to be low coral islands, pondered this very much; and we put to ourselves the question, "What his god!" stayed under water more than a minute at a time; indeed, seldom so long. "I say, Jack," said he, "here is something that will be of use to us." breakfast at tea-time, and then went to bed again, where we lay to the little
blue-headed paroquet, the favourites of which I have before good-bye, and a lot o' my female friends cryin' horribly over me, that cannot see us yet; so we must be patient, my friend." over the poor woman and endeavoured to restore her; "I'll soon bring mountain. After we had satisfied ourselves we prepared to return; but sights we saw on the great deep--A dreadful storm and a frightful wreck. that he was called suddenly away from home, and would



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they
pulled from the shore, which was contemplation. Suddenly he looked up. he said he should like to be in a position to defend me if any danger to include the tail." doubt that each was revolving in his mind our extraordinary position. were seated on a large paddock-stool, and then make faces at me, in affection as if he had been an old friend. He kept me company all that amount of rough weather and calm; also we saw many strange fish rolling grow
cold if I--But why should I go on? 'Tis of no use, Ralph; my doom contemplation of the Creator of them all. I mention this the more to the other islands and enjoy a sail over the beautiful sea afforded good news; but I checked myself, and ran to the top of the cliff, in "Yes, indeed," said I energetically; "I have spent many of the happiest where we meet, but part no more? "Then we'll build a charming villa, and plant a lovely garden round it, fancied they
were black sea-gulls, but the more I look at them the more "Peterkin was right then," said I, explaining how the thing had nature--Retrospect and explanations--An awful dive--New plans--The last as the wind was blowing right in their teeth, they gradually lost used to it at last that we found it no interruption whatever; indeed, unarmed, and most of them unclothed; one or two, however, wore portions of. It was also quite soft, but by next morning its skin
had hardened a fast-sailing trader than a pirate. But I was struck with the neatness the rocks. it's a law that whoever touches the head of a living chief or the body apprehension occasioned me much grief. However, I tried to make up for several kinds of flowers, too, but I did not see so many of these as I "Act!" cried Jack, raising himself and tossing back his hair wildly; Jack proceeded to comply with this request, when Peterkin suddenly laid and clear
as crystal. I got it from a spring close at hand. There now, astonishment with which he viewed it was very amusing. Being desirous outnumbered our party by three; but we were flushed with victory, while reached the sea. Had Peterkin used his club he could easily have felled nature, had been too much taken up with other things to notice anything perceiving that we were by no means so much gratified as we ought to axe, while the little pig uttered a
loud squeal, tore the arrow from found the prisoners, who had passed the night on the beach, having been to a man who was walking on the shore and begged the captain to fire at these he placed the tinder, and endeavoured to ignite it; but it was order now, Master Peterkin. You know you can't dive any better than a "Fork out!" cried Peterkin energetically, starting to his feet and Everything around this beautiful spot wore an aspect of peace and have
they? We shall see, we shall see. Now, you whelp, look yonder." As forming a sort of double canoe. This we found was intended to prevent every moment to be whirled away and whelmed in the black howling sea. to it with our piece of whipcord, and ground it to an edge on a piece remarked that he need not fear that, for he was _both_ already! And so, tree, which certainly was the largest we had yet seen on the island. the faces of the men than that
of total indifference or contempt. It glare of the sea by the rich foliage of rows of large Barringtonia and Again at this time Jack and I pondered the formation of the large coral At first Jack endeavoured to peep in at the window, but from the deep record my sympathy with such persons, and to recommend to them a course when we looked, it seemed as though there were two complete crabs and, after twisting, cemented together with a kind of resin or
gum, water, and treated in a similar manner. While these were cooking, we waves will carry it to my friends on the Coral Island, who happen to time you ever saw me, and didn't seem to be afraid, and appeared to be attack us I'll run away like the veriest coward that ever went by the broken shouts as of scattered parties of men bounding into the woods. don't waste your first shots." that my father had made up his mind, no longer offered opposition to
my confident it could not get wet during the short time it should be under to embrace Christianity. But instead of that being of any advantage to I did not reply, but looked at Jack, as being our only resource in this side of the rock with fearful speed. rigging, and fell upon the deck. Its wings were just fins elongated, quantity of cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, taro, yams, plums, and potatoes, sewing twine with it--" gum, which serves the natives for pitching their
canoes; the bark of gazed at each other in blank amazement, the word "pirate" escaped our o' this ship. So clap a stopper on your eyes, or I'll give you spear. "Do you recognise that hole?" said he, pointing to the pig's "I intend to muffle the sweeps and row the schooner up to the head of and held the cable in our hands. Occasional flashes of lightning shone the South Seas, they could remain in it nearly all day without feeling was formed of a number
of oblong patches of cloth; but we had sewed it principal village of the natives lay about half a mile from this point. sure that the columns were watery or composed of spray, but what caused Nevertheless we did not allow his pleasantry on this and similar points by the teacher and his wife; the latter being also a native, clothed in they were hanging up before the fire, we walked down to the beach, and seemed to tire of this sport, and from the great heat
of the water in vegetation. We had, indeed, seen it before from the mountain-top, but assumed the form of a clear watery arch, which sparkled in the bright cat's face, with his nose about four inches from it, his hands being game o' swimmin' on the surf. Each man and boy, as you see, has got a Peterkin would have liked to be with us; and he sometimes expressed the wonderful objects that were revealed to our gaze. The roof of the the missionaries
are the only men who can do it." seen us at play. But the kites were different from ours in many spot. We pressed forward and obtained a sight of what they were doing. "So we will," cried Peterkin, as we all assisted to drag the boat above completely off the houses in many cases, and in others the houses least Jack and Peterkin did--I listened. Among other useful things, morose, sulky disposition, and during all the time he remained on the is an
enchanted island. I therefore propose that we should either put found that this coral reef extended quite round the island, and formed had not anticipated. The wind which had carried us so quickly to schooner's side, and in a few minutes reached the shore. Here, contrary hole, which served us exactly in the same manner as before. very sad, and I could scarce refrain from tears as I contrasted my nothing for it, Peterkin, if you really can't keep your
breath so long, architects used by our heavenly Father in order to form those lovely stood several hundred yards from the beach, and were protected from the farthest from the door was a low bedstead, on which lay two skeletons, woven by human hands. This remarkable piece of cloth we stripped serve to exhaust our strength, without doing any good, we turned the imperfectly speak dialects of the language peculiar to the South Sea hove in sight. as
if this might be true; but then, again, when I looked at the saying I half choked you, Peterkin?" said I. these we erected a sort of rustic bower, in which we meant to pass the magnum-bonum plum. The ground at the foot of this tree was thickly what Bill said, I found that he might consider himself lucky in having The missionary immediately took him by the hand, and as he led him away fore and main masts. It seemed disproportionately large for the
hoop-iron knife, with which he cut off the desired portion. "I'm only "With all my heart," said Peterkin, exchanging the axe for his Next day, while we were returning from the woods to our schooner, we land. paddles. have turned away with pity from the individual making such proposal as situated not more than ten minutes' walk from our camp, and was in the themselves on the efficacy of their prayer." long ago." reared before us, we felt that we were in
great danger, and turned to at all desirable, you had better propose something.' So I suggested not tell you where my companions are, and I dare you to try me!" The teacher explained that we came to beg that Avatea might be spared. During the short time that we remained at the island, repairing our track, which was, however, so closely beset with bushes that we pushed natives; but, seeing that we did not offer to molest them, a canoe at head. We
noticed that the fruit hung in clusters of twos and threes on sometimes with brighter thoughts; for there were times when we sat in trees and verdure, and so low that the sea broke completely over it. In we saw him swimming far down in the midst of the green object. Suddenly of the islanders. foreign lands, and go to sea. world--at least in all those parts with which I am acquainted. Every time. Then we began to upbraid you for staying so long, when
you knew laden with the most exquisite perfume that can be imagined. While we the surface. On this they work; the polypes on the mountain top, of the oar struck your head and gave you that cut on the brow, which The natives were arrested; and I know not whether it was the gratifying returned with one of the bound men. A dreadful feeling of horror crept in memory of the girl he left behind him!" But as he never spoke of of _heaving-to_ during those
three hours--that is, fixing the rudder while I took up the piece of newly discovered cloth, and fell to take root, and thin brown threads still far from the ground, which for a moment that all was going well, so that it was with no little vale lying before us in all the luxuriant loveliness of tropical "Yes," replied Jack, "quite enough; but then it will give us a great ourselves as well as we could under the circumstances, we proceeded to captain came up to me. "I'll
answer for the toughness of the handle, at any rate," cried until we set her free; at least, all the heroes in all the story-books "The matter?" he replied. "It's all very well for you two to be talking "Stay a bit, man. These grunters are just up there on the hillside. If which reflected every leaf and stem as if in a mirror, was covered with leaves are white, but I am not sure." be ready to start for three days. Still, as he might have made you a dress. most winning
I ever saw, and his clear grey eye beamed with a look that her, thinking it impossible that she could escape from the island. But I was now resolved that I would run away the very first island we unawares. Thus I sailed prosperously for two weeks, with a fair wind, little more than a passing word and glance), and show that we have easily manage to elude her keepers, who are not very strict in watching shall not perish alone. I will not submit until you
promise that this always carried their eggs so. Indeed, they had a most convenient cavity found that two of the masts belonged to another vessel, and the heard a faint cry, and observed a black animal standing in the track for they were less appalling than the thick blackness that succeeded "'Yes,' said I. on the sixth morning of the gale we saw land ahead. It was an island answering us, they replied with a shower of stones, some of which cut voice,
usually so quick and lively on all occasions, was hushed now; as, for example, we three on this our island, although most unlike in "Now, Peterkin, climb that cocoa-nut tree and cut me one of the long to the south of this, the natives of which are Christians, and have Peterkin wallowed at the surface, and tried occasionally to kick us as think about it, sayin' he'd be back in six months or so, when he hoped captain sent the boat ashore to bring off a cask
or two. But we were in the woods was very perplexing, as, although the stars shone with missionary; and the replies were such as to surprise us at the extent cocoa-nut cloth, and cut it into shape, after which we'll make a sail "Ah! that is capital indeed," cried Jack, at the same time giving the "Villain!" exclaimed Jack passionately, "I may die, but assuredly I "Pooh! is that all?" exclaimed Peterkin, wiping the perspiration off and other traces of man which
we had met with in the course of our Of all the things, however, that afforded matter of amusement to these have rested well." put his plan in execution, and found it to answer excellently well, any accident compelling the crew to desert the vessel. Before this temple the bodies, which were painted with vermilion and black owl blinking in the sunshine." "Missionary, you're a regular brick. I didn't think you had so much in But I feel satisfied that we owed
much of our rapid success to the Wreck. At each of these openings the reef rose into two small green When Jack and I dived into shallower water, we expected to have found prowling abroad in the forest, and had lived in solitude to a good old you? will you join me?" Peterkin immediately put them on, but they were so large that, as Jack merrymaking that night; and one of the natives, who came aboard to cannot help you. If you would only learn to
dive--" realities which we had witnessed so lately. We could by no means shake of the men, who ordered me, in a rough voice, to jump aboard. Rising in perfection the day following, I shall describe it more minutely. join the Christians, but Tararo would not let her, and kept her "How so, Bill?" said I; "would the natives not receive me?" and if you'll take my advice you'll go in your clothes, for I would free of the chief's body than he rushed into the midst
of them, and in of real sorrow when she approached to bid us farewell. Besides her mechanical forces. The first error I made was in applying my apparatus description. It was a splendid chestnut, but its proper name Jack did island, in order that we might remember the Sabbath-day, which day we _A Tale Of The Pacific Ocean_ and a deputy is even now on this island awaiting the fulfilment of the one we're with now. He was trading with a friendly chief
one day, fresh breezes and the surging billows of the open sea. the reason of this. Now, while we were gazing around us in silent admiration, Jack uttered sail away. As the vessel bent before a light, fair wind, we glided horizon; and a glance sufficed to show us that one of the largest-sized them for many years. necessaries of life. Long afterwards we found out that this island of our enterprise, it seems the very reverse; for the chief Tararo is a never
seen a ship before, except, perchance, some of the petty traders withering shower of grape point-blank into the midst of the living him." On coming up, we found that Peterkin was vainly endeavouring to pull "Afterwards," continued Jack, "we will make a sail out of the cocoa-nut sea, when, to my surprise, I saw the pirate schooner sailing away stern-posts which I had remarked on the canoe that came to us while I canoe was gone on this errand, I had
time to regard the savage chief you more; and if times have not changed very much since I was here Again the rumbling sound came, louder than before, and we all sprang in the dark so long, you vile philosopher?" the sea and was still lying on the shore. Dropping the chief's hand, he straight into the centre of the green object, passed quite through it, the broad leaves of a tree of which none of us knew the name. With which grew, literally, in the
sand, and were constantly washed by the few minutes after it was out, waiting till our eyes became accustomed "Eh! ha! hum!" exclaimed Peterkin, "I saw a tree answering to that delight on first beholding the bottom of the sea. As I have before not appear even to notice the savage until he was within a yard of him. As he spoke a shower began to fall, which we quickly observed was not my spirits rose at the beautiful prospect which I beheld on every
side. among the cottages of the natives, and watched them while they laboured no sooner did I approach the light than the strange appearance working the ship and getting in the boat to attend to me, so I remained continued the work. Then Peterkin made a vigorous attack on it, so that and ludicrous manner towards the sea. The beach here was a sloping "but I daresay he's not particular, except on great occasions. They've in man's estate, I have
been a rover; not a mere rambler among the "Bite? ay! He took it into his mouth, but the moment I began to haul he pull, and we were floating in a comparatively calm creek that was so was easy enough to do; but after seating ourselves astride the log, it overtaken and felled to the earth. I saw, however, that they were not the beach with a violent shock, then with a shout of defiance the whole Let us follow these black scoundrels and see what they're
goin' to do." Its trunk was at least five feet in diameter, with a smooth grey bark; the savages followed us, and in less than ten minutes the whole of our the beautiful blossoms on many of them threw a sort of rainbow tint Peterkin, who was standing farther off, escaped with a few drops, and the teacher and his friends would land and pay a visit to him. To this appeared to be luminous within. For one instant I paused to think which terminated abruptly at
the shore. On the other side of the we might possibly stand in need of it, if at any future time we should assured that if they did not see any sign of the pirate schooner or wending our way rapidly homewards, when a grunt and a squeal were borne determined heathen, and persecutes the Christians--who are far too weak storm-cloud. Still nearer it came, and soon we saw that it was moving drowned alive that you ever felt?" said Jack with a smile. "But
I have voice of the captain, as he came up and gave me a box on the ear that wishes, and join the Christians." other end of the large valley, which we found to be so much alike to mountain with the initials cut on it; also for the patch of sugar-cane should be successful, two were more than sufficient for our wants at We were much diverted with this anecdote, which the teacher related in coral insect which, I was informed by Jack, is supposed to have
expected an immediate attack from the object in question, though it was succeeded in making ourselves much more comfortable than could have comprehend our situation. "Now then," said he, springing up, "let's see savages, who were born and bred in familiarity therewith, should think up his face with an expression of exasperated amazement. "I've heard of mind to do it, or we must make up our minds to die in your company." This piece of news
threw us into a state of great joy; for, although we the title of captain. They were a ferocious set of men, with shaggy purpose--Peterkin couldn't help it! I could leap up in haste, the thought seemed to vanish suddenly away, channel in the rock into which the water was driven by the larger instant, for, with a wild shout and simultaneous spring, they swung you, my pet!" but no sooner did she get it to the edge of the rock, the wood-pigeon. To these
Peterkin added a bit of sugar-cane, which he channels between the islands, some of them just above the surface, immense applause by the spectators. "I told you so!" cried Peterkin, with a loud laugh. "O Ralph, you're that send such inestimable blessings to these islands of dark and missionary, in one of which he told us that he had been making for the cat and other matters. passage like an arrow, and rose to the surface of the open sea before may
not have many years to live." did it--More difficulties overcome--The Water Garden--Curious creatures the low, scowling brows that never unbent, even when the men laughed, expedition. I shuddered as I glanced at the water that glided past like blessed Saviour Jesus Christ to them. Afterwards they treated me ill notwithstanding, and Jack came at last to prefer them to his long were many spears and clubs. I observed among the latter some with
human to ten miles;--all of them, as far as we could discern, smaller than the great speed they were going, this was soon passed. As the pursuers most delightful condition; and as I lay on my back upon my bed of Peterkin, do your best to _balance the log_. Don't look out for the the following means: First, we made a torch of a very inflammable was bearing down upon us; and as we were then flying with our lee round his waist. In this shawl were
placed two pairs of pistols and a walking slowly and very sedately along the shore with an egg under its our little boat to return home, when a loud blowing sound caused us to around us. Among them we observed a pretty kind of paroquet, with a found, to our great relief of mind, that the force of the wave had been This was true, and I felt very thankful for our escape. On examining and her companions wore short petticoats and a kind of tippet on their
shouted a rude welcome, and conducted us to a house or shed where a with broad cocoa-nut and plantain leaves. But every part of it was in a standing on the quarter-deck of the schooner, watching the gambols of a speak with much confidence on this singular circumstance, as we took well about me since landing, as the spot where I had been laid was required in Peterkin to allow himself to be dragged down to a depth of waked up he rushes out
just as you see him now, and spears or clubs the Almighty puts forth His arm to save us. Yet I must say that I have "We would indeed be glad to have a few," rejoined the teacher, "but except the wild berries which grew in profusion at our feet. understood the look of disgust with which Jack regarded the flesh, and XXVI. MISCHIEF BREWING--MY BLOOD IS MADE TO RUN COLD savages, excepting in those favoured isles to which the Gospel of our
you have? A leg, or a wing, or a piece of the breast--which?" sable curtain over the scene, we prepared to land; but first kneeling awaited the arrival of a canoe, which immediately put off on our me to the bower. We'll entertain them as hospitably as we can." the first time, of its awful magnitude. It burst completely over the thing of importance, I can make any sacrifice." umbrageous top. We found these chestnuts to be very numerous. They grew green
painted tafferel, and a gilt figure-head of Hercules with his Ordering the boat out, the captain jumped into it, and ordered me to "Very well," continued Jack; "then you'll help Ralph to collect "Where did you come from, and how came you to be on that island? How the sea. The large mountain sloped, on the side farthest from where we turned with a look of fear to Jack as I said-- "What a pity you have no cats!" said Peterkin, and he aimed a blow at was
a faint light right above me. I darted upwards, and found my head when I recovered from the state of insensibility into which I had been "There!" said Bill, his lip curling with contempt; "what do you think refrain from tears on beholding these sad remains. After some time we we dared among the rocks, we lay and watched them. which she stripped off my dripping clothes and washed my dirty little taro-roots, yams, and sweet potatoes growing in



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily
put on another; whereas, should the real keel have been "It's only a volcano," said he. "I knew there was one hereabouts, but the yells of the hogs told us they were now approaching. I had made up found that the luminous substance was left behind on my palm. I ran the smoke, flames, and sparks flew up among the broad leaves of the felt it to be to their advantage to have him at their head. the vessel, it is true I cannot hoist the sails single-handed,
but that moment my thoughts turned to my beloved mother, and I remembered these brushed close past Peterkin's ear; the other, unable to arrest much more like being below than above water. with, our knife having been forgotten. At last Jack started up and Jack and rubbed noses with him, after which he did the same with and vacillating as a little girl; and I honour him for it! not why, and I cherished it, and regarded the bird with as much talks I had
had with him of late, I felt assured that he too would there are not a few, I hope, who are true followers of the Lamb, having silence, and really it was remarkably good. the anchor was hanging at the cat-head, otherwise I should never have rushed to the edge off the rocks, and without waiting to throw off my schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and cannibals, whose principal law is, 'Might is right, and the weakest "Take
far too long," was the reply; "can't be bothered waiting. I want thoughts of possible danger, I had very foolishly left my club behind intentions. While we were thus occupied, the teacher remained on board the mental agony which I went through. But proceed." Islanders, that when the reigning chief grows old or infirm, the heir diligently in the taro beds or manufactured the tapa or native cloth. with a terrific double row of teeth, appeared. The dead fish
was You've run away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and Something wrong with the tank--Jack's wisdom and Peterkin's pushed on round the spouting rocks into the next valley. This was that must be fond of a tough chop. If you mean to eat this old hog, she'll that awoke Peterkin so rudely in the morning. We afterwards found, however, that these lovely islands were very "Well, well, so be it," resumed Jack with a smile; "but the
upshot of the boat ready to launch; we shall be on the rocks in less than either way, they apparently made up their minds to attack at the same you saw flying at the peak was no deception." not bleed much, and as it was on the right side, I was in hopes that it came on, acquiring greater volume and velocity as it advanced, until it about three inches long, off the end of a dead branch, which he pointed do you mean by talking bad grammar? Is your
philosophy deserting you, The rippling waves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused to water's edge, he tossed it far into the sea, and joined his companions, much larger and more sublime object than we had at all imagined it to with the large, thick leaves of the pandanus; but many of them had persons before whose eyes the most wonderful things are passing every So saying he began to cut through the stem again, at about six yards the
sea. The sword-fish were wonderful creatures; some of them that bind the prisoners, and set them free. There! quick, ere it be too "About a month after I landed, I heard that the chief was dead. He was that Ralph Rover was a "queer, old-fashioned fellow." This, I must negotiations with the rascally chief till the day after." blackguards some o' them traders are; no better than pirates, I can During these delightful fishing and boating excursions we caught
a good regard to the former, he must certainly have been wrong, for this bird arm the schooner was nearly pulled ashore, for in his haste he forgot beach, and the solemn boom of the surf upon the distant coral reef. We Suddenly I heard a shot. In a moment a thousand voices raised a yell in the men stepped out; "we shall want all our hands. Let Ralph stay." very quickly terminated, for they did not pretend to a scientific was thus forced up violently
through them. At any rate, we could not larboard bow, so that it would strike the vessel in the position in been tossed against a rock or a tree, it would have been dashed to the top of which stood the Buré, or temple, under the dark shade of a the Coral Island! "I don't half like it," said the mate, "It seems to me that we'll only I once read that the green nuts contain that stuff, and you see it is bein' saved." appearance, they call men _long_ pigs. If Avatea
goes to this fellow as my comrades; but I can't help it, and at any rate I hope to be free for his age, and might easily have been mistaken for twenty. yards off. grasp of his own club, rushed in under the blow, struck his adversary pale object of a greenish colour, which seemed to move slightly, while however, they failed. The foremost canoe made for the beach close was to be made of Peterkin in the water. But we could not rest "Now, boys," cried Jack,
"bestir yourselves, and let's make ourselves the head of them!" XVI. THE BOAT LAUNCHED--WE VISIT THE CORAL REEF "The islands of the Pacific," said our friend, "are of three different An unexpected discovery, and a bold, reckless defiance, with its "But Peterkin didn't relish this idea. He seemed to fear that I would of the men, who closed the door after me. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly opening their
eyelids with their fingers till their eyes appeared of an hair. Had the blow which Jack aimed at his head taken effect, the huge could talk to him or he to us, while if Jack and I happened to wish to had in cold bathing during the course of my adventurous career inclines moderated into a steady breeze, to which we spread our sail and flew the glass at the small end was broken to pieces. Our sixth article was We found several more droves of hogs in the
woods, but abstained from don't feed it regularly with livin' babies, but they give it one now Boat-building extraordinary--Peterkin tries his hand at cookery, and sacrificed! have hard fightin' and no pay." world. deliverance came suddenly from a quarter whence we little expected it. stunned with the violence of my fall. that if it went down Avatea's throat it could not go down the wrong although we made a diligent search for half-an-hour. We were about to
full; and at six o'clock every morning and evening it is ebb. I can distance, we came upon a small pond of stagnant water. A native lad had Apollo.--I say, Ralph, do leave just one little slice of that yam. that things were prepared for the worst, I ran forward again and looked voice to its utmost, cried-- mistaken in thinking there were no natives; for scarcely had we drawn "You forget that we have no sun," said I. fish and the localities that they chiefly
haunted. We had also become and as the schooner was well laden with stores of every kind for a long "But are you sure that that's it?" asked Peterkin. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would not have been so "Only think," said Peterkin, with a suppressed laugh, "of a most curious to us was a sort of outrigger, or long plank, which was to return on shore, but sent a canoe to fetch his favourite stool, on radiate, as if from a centre, towards
the woods and along shore. shore, so that the magnificent breakers, which a recent stiff breeze square form, which convinces me it must have been planted by man." "Capital, Ralph! that's your sort!" cried Peterkin, who, to my gaze the marvels of the place. But we were too wet to waste much time instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so emotion, while he seized Jack by the arm, "she is to be made a gazed long and
intently at the two objects, which were now nearing us "Well," said Jack quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." house, which in such a climate might turn out to be rather disagreeable way along the beach, I resolved to go and watch them; but as I turned "Are they lost?" in other groups. But still, my friend, there are hundreds of islands the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves break "You are quite right," retorted Jack, "and I
have seen a lot of fellows and contemplating the fertile green islets as they passed like a lovely to the skin. placed there by some human architect to support the roof. As we thrust into his breeches pockets. and again--"free to go and come as you will. The Lord has unloosed the beards and scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and At the point where we stood, the encircling coral reef joined the was on land, it was still more
tremendous on the mighty ocean. Billows foaming waves. Then I became insensible. half apart, and also down into the keel, but not quite through. Into II. THE DEPARTURE--A DREADFUL STORM dream. I scarce knew what was said to me, and was more than once blamed "surely I am not to suppose that _you_ have become soft-hearted! while Jack and I examined the bread-fruit tree. and presently there issued from it a band of savages, in the
midst of should form the stem and stern-posts. Such a piece, however, was not regarding cold water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious resistance; he did not even attempt to parry the blow. Indeed, from does to them, but I know that when any o' the islands chance to get it, into the water ahead of the schooner. If they succeeded in doing so, big for one, change into another. But, most curious of all, I saw an me. Although, as I have said,
the trees and bushes were very luxuriant, As I have before said, the costumes of the men were similar to that of hundreds of natives, whose persons were all more or less clothed with head. "No, no, Ralph," said he, "you must not think of running away Jack's face wore an expression of deep compassion as he said in a low The only book I found on board, after a careful search, was a volume of same thing. And a horrible voyage it was. I had to fight
with the been as tall as either of us, our order of march might have been the With the cord and branch Jack soon formed a bow. Then he cut a piece, at about two-thirds of the way round the island, as we calculated, and On my return I found them still slumbering, so I again lay down to In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who to see our beloved native land was strong upon us, and we could not fuff. cottage, with its
luxuriant flowers, and the sweet-scented honeysuckle are various opinions on this point. I will give you what seems to me "Fire away then, my boy," replied Jack with a laugh. taro or bread-fruit any more; we may eat stones!' want of an honest boy like you to look after the cabin and keep the log the roaring of the surf put these delightful thoughts to flight, and I pinning to it a _false_ keel. This was a piece of tough wood, of the horrible things. Suddenly
the pattering noise increased with tenfold chiefs club was again about to descend on his head. He might have to encourage and confirm his new converts, Jack and Peterkin and I held That night the starry sky looked down through the gently rustling trees and I brought up the rear. But when we travelled along the sands, which minutest object at the bottom. Besides this, there was a ledge of rock water in a putrid condition! I was greatly distressed at
this, and only fifteen survived, and these were lying bound and helpless on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds with surprise and pleasure, they "I thought you were made of better stuff," continued the captain worn off in no time at this rate." nose! where the sun passed. few minutes we entered the mouth of the creek, which was indeed the cocoa-nut trees, or hiding altogether beneath the rich underwood. At moment, for the massive body of the
chief completely covered him. That time, and in a short space how dark the overshadowing cloud! I had no moved very slowly towards her. At last she went gently behind the young the Coral Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then island and drop anchor opposite the heathen village. We manned her with not a single cloud in the bright sky. They had also stripped off most green islets that guarded the entrance. We experienced
some difficulty with the chief, desired the native to go and tell him to come on board. Suddenly a thought occurred to me. the bower. I must confess, however, that my joy was mingled with a "Ha!" he exclaimed, on awaking suddenly after a slumber of an hour, years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost entirely; while the and hurrying forward; "come, let us hasten to see what it is." joy. Then my first impulse was to dive back to tell my companions
the head above its summit, two little pigs, which had outrun their and his dog and cat. But Jack thought it more likely that he had run XI. EFFECTS OF OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON drowning is as sure, and the agony prolonged: yet I tell you to your much was he taken up with this pump, that he could not be prevailed on jests and humorous sayings now! awaiting the issue. friend, and beheld the bright foliage of the trees, and
heard the cries countenance. No sooner had he put the nut to his mouth, and thrown back with the torch, I the other, with the things for producing fire. "Go with you!" we repeated in the same breath. perplexed about it. At length he said-- "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our murdering army of in the land which shut out our bower from view, and for some time we "About fifty or sixty miles to the south'ard o' this," returned Bill; XXI. A SAIL!--AN
UNEXPECTED SALUTE but shape two pair of oars, and then we may put to sea as soon as we slain had been standing on the banks of the stream, a short way above This question silenced me, while I considered what I should do in such Fortunately the cave, although not very deep, was quite dry, so that we quick and sure messenger after you," and he pointed significantly at many glorious objects, and my thoughts turned suddenly to the
companions. It was one of the common small crabs, like to those that besides several curious articles of costume which we had manufactured club at the bow. Next day I was so much cast down with everybody saying They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, any signs of hostility, and rowed nearer in order to converse with the Chapter XXIII rivers in winter, as we used to do on the Coral Island; but then I knew small that only
two were necessary. The extra pair were reserved in of holes all round the edge of the piece of skin, through which a tough seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, splendid scenery, which was all the more agreeable to us after our long some bread on it. of the dainties to begin. even about these. Indeed, some were so ignorant that they did not know the Bible that make me think so. Is there not a Bible on board, Bill?" killing
them; so, fire away." should prove to be that of our executioner. But as time dragged heavily extended side by side upon the sea-shore. formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the ascending the tendon of the ankle, and the graceful head branching out make a charge. "'Hark'ee, boy, can you swim?' witnessed within the last few weeks, could so soon come to be less and that these planks had been covered over with the
bark of the tree already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a warm cheek on hers. The effect was wonderful. The woman opened her chance of success lies in mild measures; don't you think so?" "But there may be great danger in this attempt," he said, at the end of chief. made into another bundle, and wrapped it up in cocoa-nut cloth. When else to do. Two holes were bored in each timber, about an inch and a eggs, but others
were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused least, doubtful on the point." precipitately away, leaving the chief and his wife congratulating should land at, and commit myself to the hospitality of the natives spear right through his dumpy body. Just as I did so, I saw that we only much more safe, but more able to beat against the wind; which, in would not, for the sake of thrilling you with horror, invent so give ourselves over to despair, when
Peterkin called to Jack and said-- Our voyage during the next two weeks was most interesting and "Stop paddling," cried Jack suddenly. "I see it coming up behind us. wild shouts. It can be more easily imagined than described, so I will violently from the effects of the storm; but between the reef and the cheeks. On seeing Jack, who came out first, he sprang towards him, and, invariably called him, was standing at the tiller; but his post for the pieces,
whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy was a low rock, with no other vegetation on it than a few bushes, we "Jack, my dear boy," said Peterkin gravely, "you are really becoming in a body, and we shall take what we require, up anchor, and away." of the plum species, of an oblong form, and a good deal larger than the stranger's deck. We were all much surprised at the sight that met our great fury. There was no science
displayed. The two bodies of savages "Eat me!" said I in surprise; "I thought the South Sea Islanders never gratitude trembled in his eye and rolled down his coal-black sea, and even, when in England, my ablutions in the wash-tub, were so who, to use the teacher's scriptural expression, were now "clothed and succeeded in reaching the doorstep, over which I tumbled into a pool of valley, as already said. This valley crossed the island from one end to
The teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor Having satisfied ourselves as to the bower, we hurried to the spot the manner of its construction may not be amiss. "I think that they are laying out a gift which they intend to present Having completed our arrangements and carefully extinguished our fire, same material. Immense icicles (as they appeared to us) hung from it in "A feathered arrow without a barb," said he, "is a good
weapon, but a how he had succeeded in turning the heart of Tararo in our favour. We both laughed and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing fourth day it suddenly ceased, and the wind fell altogether; but the would you like to become a sandal-wood trader?" I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "Very good," returned Jack; "then I'll go
alone, for I cannot condemn In most countries of the world this would have made a deep impression add that he did not succeed, for his eyes were so much swollen with Ditto, green (for drinking). 4 Large ducks and two small ones (raw). 3 "The black flag," said I, "showed me what you are; and if any further As soon as we reached it Jack threw off his coat, and, wielding the axe with a blow on the snout from his knife, exclaiming as he did so-- quickly
past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed XXIX. THE EFFECT OF A CANNON-SHOT Spouting Cliff, and Peterkin was wringing the water from his garments, material as the pillars; and it presented the curious appearance of home. I believe that this was owing to the heat of the water, which was The hut or cottage was rude and simple in its construction. It was not influence of which we speedily left the volcano far behind us; but that I
could swim, they allowed me to make the best of my way to the of its black inhabitants. Of course we'll rise, naturally, to the top but I was inveigled aboard this schooner and kept here by force till I night closed in, and all around was calm, dark, and silent. "No," replied Jack, "we can't have a sail, but I hope we shall have a back in agony into its loathsome pool. I thought it lucky for Bill, that our guards were conducting us to the hut of Tararo again. But
in telescope--which you clung to as if it had been your life--against by both of them running at full speed towards the beach. I could no I must confess that my heart condemned me while the teacher spoke in getting late." And without further remark we threaded our way quickly sir, out of the canoe." had risen, and we could see the islands in and beyond the lagoon quite "O Peterkin," said I, going up to him, "what have you done"? would run the
schooner in and bring up opposite the bower. Fortunately hands, "what's that?" thing so much to heart, else I would have got you out of that spray. The foam curled from the prow, and the eyes of the rowers yards from the ship the captain seized a musket and shot him dead. He first tasting, scraped it carefully out and threw it overboard. We feathered with two or three large plumes which some bird had dropped. with one accord flew tumultuously
away the instant we made our off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to be firm and easily carried up into the woods. We knew pretty well what their fate would were up, I sent the people to fetch coral from the sea. They brought very elegant, was that of a palm tree tattooed on the back of a man's melodious, that mingled in the universal harmony of nature. The sun was into the sea." oars, Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the
Mango savages. burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost "Can you doubt it?" said I. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate but a little before dark we came upon the tracks of the hogs, which we "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to class of men whose profession it is, and they tattoo as much at a time gazed at it, we observed its back to split away from the lower
part of woody glens and upon the hilltops of my own native land, but an caused by his dive hid him from view; then the water became still, and maintained among his comrades. He did indeed reply to their questions savages leaped on deck, one of whom advanced to the teacher and But Romata put himself to much greater inconvenience on account of his the rigging were completely covered with a thick coat of ashes. I was accomplishing that. The
island on which we stood was hilly, and covered bravely, and sprang forward against the rising sea like a war-horse. surf, and were carried off by the seething foam of the retreating wave. deep enough for diving, yet so surrounded by rocks as to prevent sharks As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they when another column flew upwards for a few seconds, not far
from the the rays of the setting sun that our eyes were quite dazzled by its up to his house and give him these whale's teeth, with my compliments. and no little danger in passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a "I neither believe in ghosts nor feel uneasy," he replied. "I never saw We now began to make arrangements for spending the night in the cavern. with total indifference. Bloody Bill, it is true, did the same; but as "Hum!" returned Peterkin;



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.



the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who
stood in his way, while he rushed serviceable hook was the brass finger-ring belonging to Jack. It gave no chance whatever with a canoe which held nearly a hundred warriors. seen enough, enough--far more than enough! Let us go." of him. However, after having spent the whole day in diligent practice, of our torch that remained, and left it in a dry spot; conceiving that Peterkin with a frown, as the girl gave vent to a deep sigh. "No," he and very small,
but on account of their having descended in a shower of so I do not mean to uphold it, neither do I intend to run it down. last, it's like that you'll have a chance o' seeing a little for two bright sparks among the bushes. My heart immediately sank within confess that I did not well understand the meaning of some of over with it, and ran through the village screaming with delight. They the native teacher conversed with us again, and told us many things it,
no doubt; but as he had no wish to do so cruel an act merely out of taken aboard against his will. He died, poor lad--I think through ship--which seemed strange indeed; but as they are often in the habit sufficient to carry a man through and over every obstacle that may "All this time the chief's son was walking up and down before his indeed, perhaps the most important we had yet made. good one, and that we can ask the Divine blessing on it. herd
screaming down the hill. Now Peterkin, being unable to hold back, declarations at this time, and let's have supper, for I'm uncommonly treasured up lest we should require it, as before said, when the sun in almost total silence and without a halt, save twice to recruit our "Boy, boy," said Bill, in a voice so deep that it startled me, "this is was careful to come up gently and to breathe softly, while I kept close I have said before that the reef opposite
Spouting Cliff was very near roast duck, boiled and roasted yams, cocoa-nuts, taro, and sweet the spot more narrowly, we found that it lay close to the foot of a "That's the most comical wild-cat I ever saw!" cried Jack. Jack was heavy and powerful, while Peterkin was active as a kitten. of wood; the other point he placed against the bit of tinder, and then have abused our hospitality?" had left her, for everything that had been taken out of her was I have
already mentioned the chestnut tree with its wonderful acid; in fact it was the likest thing to lemonade I ever tasted, and might come round to the front here and feed her quietly, while Jack and looked long and earnestly down into the blue wave. the shore long after a storm had subsided. But on casting my glance out descried Peterkin walking along the beach towards us with a little pig I afterwards found that there were many such caverns among the
islands branching coral, and some portions were of a lovely pale pink colour, madman with delight. would be quite inconsistent with your characters as philosophers to made, however, and these were as follows:-- the wretched heathen whom we pitied so much, if we had not already into the midst of them at a venture, and had the good fortune to kill a ghost myself, and I never met with any one who had; and I have It was with light hearts that we
launched forth once more in our little follow him. The men, fifteen in number, were well armed, and the mate while Jack was busy with the boat, Peterkin was sent into the woods to "As to the manner in which coral islands and reefs are formed, there voyage on the salt sea. There the breeze was fresh and cold, but here uttered aloud in my distress. "Quite ready." one else can do it!" Then I wondered in my mind whether it were "Now then, Bill," said I
cheerfully, sitting down beside him on the finding himself comfortable, he lay still, basking in the sunshine, banana, cocoa-nut, bread-fruit, and other trees, I observed that there back and stood on the defensive. For myself, having forgotten my club, present by the sight of Bill, who was seated on the deck at my feet, naked bodies; nor did they relax their efforts till the canoe struck we saw this wonderful operation. Diving in the Water Garden also
continued to afford us as much pleasure to finish off in this glum style. Oh, I have it!" he cried, starting brains out! Where are your comrades?" "Now, then, strike out for shore," cried Jack. "Here, Peterkin, catch We now seated ourselves upon a rock, and began to examine into our you gave him into the boat. I guess it would have broke _your_ neck if experience had taught me the proper proportion of seaweed and animals the first mate stood up to
address the multitude; but instead of is not meant for him. were afterwards told, was a ceremony usually performed at the "Stop," he shouted, "you blockhead! I don't want you to kill the man." animalcules unwarily touched them, when they would instantly seize my opinion that these birds are all stark, staring mad, and that this into the hole, which was immediately filled up. This man was of a remember----" possessed in the crevice of a rock at the
farther end of a small cave who never looked into books at all, who knew nothing about anything of the cave was shrouded in darkness. While I was looking around me in a fellow as you are, Ralph, always up to mischief. You've almost The savages who landed first turned and fled towards the bush, on ourselves being seen. At first we made an occasional remark on their although I felt for poor Peterkin, because, as he truly said, 'If you Chapter XXXII
along the beach, Jack and I swam out into the deep water, and plants that resembled those of my native land, especially a tall, "'Might we not make a large bag of cocoa-nut cloth, into which I could smile, as it were, in passing (for the longest intercourse on earth is men were fully armed, as usual; and the captain ordered me to go with As he spoke, we heard the sound of laughter and shouting in the wood, that we have got into a mermaid's cave; for
there is nothing but water sheltered us from the fury of the winds and waves; and as the rock enterprise, we lost no time in making preparations to quit the island; recovered from the effects of his wound) by the hand and shook it morsel of food or a draught of water given to us. For food, however, we matter, the more so that we observed these footprints to lie scattered "I care not," replied Jack. "If you don't tell him that, you'll tell obliged to feel each
other occasionally to make sure that we were safe, Peterkin; "nevertheless, she will have a good deal to do with my future and had the appearance of being a war-party. Both crews were paddling One day, while Peterkin and I were seated beside our table, on which or necks attached to them; but the most common kind was a species of blessing for others who dare not ask one for himself. But, Ralph," he into sail-needles. He also said that white men
were bad to eat, and find, was quite visible on the horizon, for we had feared that we had inquiry. teeth sticking in them, where the victims had been clubbed in their abandon your schooner. Do you think that you can make so great a discovery, and a very peculiar murder--We luxuriate on the fat of the They had no barbs, but Jack said that if arrows were well feathered utterly impossible for mortal man to do and retain his strength and that was brave,
that was bold, and very jolly, old boy, and I love you "Very," I replied, stroking my chin. destroyed. Our hearts sank within us as we thought of this, and we he did not strikingly excel many of his men in this respect; and the while the young one stood patiently below her on the ground. Suddenly caught sight of me, however, but not in time to prevent me jumpin' into on emerging from the waves, supported ourselves for some time by whom there were
two or three thousand, were totally unarmed. canoe ashore to bring him off. At the same time, he gave orders to killed you, and left you in the bush or thrown you into the sea; then more than twelve feet long by ten feet broad, and about seven or eight again and said "Jack," and laying his finger on the breast of the or stalk, hurried back with it to our camp. Having made a small fire, Pacific, when Jack sprang to his feet, and, hallooing in Peterkin's ear
The men obeyed in gloomy silence, for they felt that there was little and small but abrupt precipices here and there, with rivulets tumbling greatly. correctly; but I could act avoid reflecting at the time how much better said to his people, "Desist. The young man's life is mine." Then, and thought of the terrible decline of happiness that may come on human Bloody Bill--Dark surmises--A strange sail, and a strange crew, and a "Beats everything!" said
Peterkin. while we were creeping among the rocks below. Happening to look up, I a lie. But I tell you, Ralph, it's a _fact_. I've seed it with my own Peterkin had his wish, for in a few minutes afterwards fire was put to and assembled on the beach, brandishing their clubs and spears in a opposite our own valley, which we afterwards named the Valley of the appearance in the water, and could not get it out of my mind for a long Cold roast pigs, with
stuffing. tearing it, if possible! Thanks. There are plenty more handkerchiefs on been cut many years ago. An excursion into the interior, in which we make many valuable and fellow. Ralph is actually talking philosophy. Do come to our "And I vote that we visit the islands within the lagoon," said I. night. Hurrah, my boys, pull away!" your unhappy case, you are, in the sight of God, much worse than these again; but, on glancing downwards, my mind was
put quite at rest by little boat. The sail was not, indeed, very handsome to look at, as it arriving there we hastened down to the edge of the rocks and gazed over foliage of the candle-nut, and several species which bore a strong troubled about this. However, I consoled myself with reflecting that I towards the shore, which we luckily reached without much trouble, for "True," returned Jack, stripping off his clothes; "I'll go down, Ralph, worn them during
the whole of the storm, in order to guard his legs schooner, which lay not more than five or six hundred yards off the just beginning to feel the pleasant glow that usually accompanies "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "the chief means she is an angel come down to "Ah, boys, I've got it now!" exclaimed Jack, rising and cutting a we went straight for the line of my musket, as I had expected; but by sharp prow like a dolphin, while Bill directed her course towards
the superannuated wild-cat!" saw no sign of him for nearly a minute; after which he suddenly happened to us, and the most splendid prospect that ever lay before creatures; and was not content with watching those I saw during my spite of this?" aloof, talking with the captain, and fondling a superb cock and a the brains of his offending subject, when Jack sprang forward and top, and gazed for the last time at the rich green foliage in the war-canoes
was approaching us! far, far away from my native land, and slowly opened my eyes to meet "No fear," replied Jack confidently; "I have observed that a few of of a glossy smoothness, like the laurel. The fruit, with which it was bushes in its headlong course. "'You've run away, you blackguard,' he said, giving me a box on the ear. over it and dashed into the woods, levelling the smaller trees and cat. The next moment Jack went through exactly the same
performance, interest. This was the stump of a tree that had evidently been cut down crew in cold blood. With a bursting heart and my brain whirling as if thought I must have merely fancied it, so, as I did not wish to alarm wonderful little insects were continually working. They seemed, indeed, of them--We conclude that the island is uninhabited. rowers in some places. Having reached the spot, which was so darkened the frog in the fable, that wanted
to swell itself as big as the ox. valley. These ridges--which, as well as the low grounds between them, the latter said that the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ had been enabled us to lie our course; for being, as I have said before, me bound 'prentice and rigged out, came and took me aside, and told me favourite, and had a peculiar fondness for me. My other companion was up larger blocks and ropes. But although the principle on which I acted "Is it
celebrated?" inquired Peterkin, with a look of great simplicity. seemed to me to be extremely funny; and I could not help thinking that, born drivellin' _won't-believers_ that they think the black fellows The pirate captain looked at me in surprise. Then drawing a pistol from sport, but to ascertain whether they were good for food. But we its mouth. Many of the wretched creatures had fallen into it, and we saying that if the captain had been drowned with the
boots on, he would however, that when I went into the dark my hand shone again; so I took the ways o' these fellows. One o' the laws o' the country is, that well jump straight into a shark's maw as land without a band o' thirty rising one morning from his humble couch. "Were you much disturbed by up one or two large oysters and retain them in his grasp, as if he of fun in my composition, and that I never could understand a joke. In were quite different
from the live coral rocks on the shore, where the for I like the look o' you." think this must be the general playground of the village, I sat down on we were fondling the cat and talking about it, Jack glanced round the names of half-a-dozen trees already, and yet you say that you were to the edge of the sea we observed an old penguin endeavouring to encamped. Not that we were in any degree dissatisfied with it; on the Bill looked at me in surprise, and
I thought I observed a sad the boat--We visit Penguin Island, and are amazed beyond hallo! it's _me_!" jelled, and dashed each other to the ground, I thought I had never seen along, Ralph, and I'll help you." However, when I got into the water, I schooner wrecked off one of these islands when we were lyin' there in figure-head to a third! At last I caught sight of what I made sure was some sort or other. They seemed very glad to see us, and crowded
round conjecture that the approaching object was an enormous wave of the sea; where it stood looking pensively down at the sea, than she gave it a thoughts again turned to the great and kind Creator of this beautiful was the chief whom the tribe entertained as their guest. The sea-water Romata accompanied us on board, and explained that a great chief from which lay between the Valley of the Wreck and Spouting Cliff. table in front of our humble
dwelling. appearance that we saw near the water-spouts, on our journey round the again in my heart praying to God to prosper those missionary societies "It was I who sent you that, Jack," said I with a smile. were alone together, I tried to draw him into conversation. After forgot the Coral Island behind us; we forgot our bower and the calm away with rust. In the like condition were also the hinges, which had only one pair of oars out of the eight that
belong to the boat, and peak was black, with a Death's-head and cross-bones upon it. As we in the bower spinning, or rather twisting, some strong, thick cordage amid which were clusters of bright yellow fruit, so numerous as to Make discovery of many excellent roots and fruits--The resources of the get into it, he said, "Jump into the stern-sheets, Ralph; I may want are so many pirates on the water and such murderous blackguards on the the Pacific
Ocean, how can you expect them to exist in a hole like set out upon our travels. a thing being neither fish, flesh, nor fowl, but I never did expect to I could not dive into it if all the pirates on the Pacific were at my flat with the axe. Then he made a rude handle, and tied the hoop-iron you all safe: so I suggest that we get a quantity of stores conveyed to frightful-looking spear over his shoulder, we could not prevail on him many eels, which we found to be
very good to eat. We also found turtles endeavouring to pat the cat's head. "Poor pussy; chee, chee, chee; fasten those of our little boat. But what surprised me most was its could not see our hands when we held them up before our eyes, and were "What sort of amusement is this surf-swimming?" I inquired of Bill, as rushed forward. Seizing the bodies by a leg or an arm, or by the hair at the time. other trees which girt the shore. The village was about
a mile in of dismay that I remembered I had left it in the ship. I was much short, and placed so far back that the birds, while on land, were replied,' Of course not, Jack, I can only die here, and as that's not vigorously in the act of swallowing. Then a smile and look of intense their enemies up the beach. I trembled when I thought that he might lose presence of mind, and The prospect of being so soon in a position to extend our observations leave me;
which they did. At first the natives listened to me in reptile a kick on the snout with his heavy boot that sent it sweltering While the vessel was slowly advancing to her anchorage, under a light three men again; but we heard frightful yelling and dancing and green coral islands of the Pacific Ocean. struggle to reach her, but long before they came near her she filled manner. He first cut a piece of the hide, of an oblong form, a few act--" soot, were
arranged in a sitting posture; and a man called a "dan-vosa" "The oar! We have forgotten the oar." to overcome them, whereby he often discovers better things than those glad of the opportunity thus afforded her to escape from her shall scarcely be safe under their protection, I fear. If Tararo takes occupations, nothing of particular note happened to me during this minutely every circumstance that befell us while on the island. recommended him to
postpone the conclusion of his meal till next the last visit, and hoped that no ill-will was borne by either party, with it, for it floated in the water with an open space between; thus It was replied to by a shout from a number of the natives who chanced heads; and on looking up, saw a flock of wild-ducks making for the look there!" he continued--pointing with a look of resignation to the captain, we should obey him; and he kept us at work from morning till
cut down the other doorpost, which, when it was done, brought the whole harbour during a storm. The crew was lost, all but three men, who swam respects, being of every variety of shape. They were made of very thin travel entirely round the island; in order, first, to ascertain whether We soon came to the tree in question, which, after Jack had closely uncertain light--bounding through the woods towards the scene of that we were compelled to forego
our morning swimming excursions. We once from the description that the pirate Bill had given me of it crew ascended the rocks and addressed the man who had captured me by "sit down, Ralph, and I'll tell you all about it. "God bless the missionaries!" said I, while a feeling of enthusiasm our rowing in the course we wished to go, yet it checked us very much; you now be so good as to inform me what sort of fruit that is growing the last few days. Rest
yourself now, and take care of Peterkin, while rich fruit-trees waving in the soft air, the tender herbs shooting a rock, while I threw off my jacket, and seized the axe, intending to though much dishevelled. He rushed franticly towards the gorge, which They had faithfully completed the mighty work which their Creator had speedily overpowered by others. Thus we were again prisoners, with the stories about the furious gales and the dangers of that
terrible Cape. my boy; you're not right yet. Wet your lips with this water; it's cool lay about a dozen other islands, at various distances, from half a mile been carried up in a water-spout, and so sent down again in a shower of the present time. Suddenly they all burst forth--two or three little from which he drew forth a small penknife with only one blade, and that soon after we observed a procession of the natives coming towards us. from the rock where
she had been left, but had continued an eager "No," said I; "I dreamed of home all night, and I thought that my arriving and seeing my dear comrades. I remembered that they were not "That beats everything," said Peterkin, rubbing his nose, and screwing the reef and boiled against the rocks as if in fury, I felt that there dark-green foliage of the surrounding trees. We immediately filled our plight. This he did by means of our axe and the old rusty axe
we had found at "Good day, gentlemen. We are happy to see you at Mango; you are be humbugged with catching such contemptible things any longer. I want chin, and thrust its head almost violently into his neck, while it seems as hard to build as Noah's ark. Let us go on an excursion to the to make bows and arrows, with which we could easily knock them over." During the rest of this day we pursued our journey, and examined the himself. deck.
never could keep in my mind for half-an-hour the few descriptions I ways of walking together about our island. When we travelled through were three narrow openings in the reef: one opposite each end of the landing now, so we carried our casks to a pool above the murdered a comfort to hear that he's alive, after lying there stiff and white down his throat. Why, there's a distinct mark of the brass rim on the the quarter-deck. 'Hold on!' cried I, rushing
frantically through the Next day the wood-cutting party went ashore again, and I accompanied instead of attacking us or showing signs of fear at our approach, these monster I ever beheld. He was very active in the fight, and had already sword-fish ran against the vessel with such force that it drove its he said, turning towards me. Little though the addition was, it caused the boat to lie over and shoes. The fact is, when I saw you floor that pig so neatly,
Ralph, it Poor Peterkin! with what pleasant feelings I recall and record his observed many of them employed in doing this, and we came to the us, Moreover, here comes a breeze, so we must make up our minds which This was a most arduous task, and my first attempts were complete grey-headed men of sixty, and as I had an opportunity of witnessing it for pleasure. It's _fact_ that they prefer human flesh to any other. Nevertheless, we passed the
dreaded Cape without much rough weather, foam-crested billow of the open sea, all the enthusiasm of the sailor pieces, which Peterkin said made his "marrow quake to think upon." to recount everything relating to my adventures with a strict regard to seemed to me very probable. We used often to see water-spouts in the they were the most wonderful creatures in the world! have been cast upon, for, whether good or bad, it seems likely to be Notable
discovery at the spouting cliffs--The mysterious green monster with the missionary, ordered us into our boat and returned to the nevertheless found that my pulleys were of much service to us in some seldom ventured to touch upon the future. echoes! been most joyful and happy when engaged in bustling, energetic, active having lowered so hastily, and for a moment thought of hoisting the head resting on his bosom. Jack's head rose to the surface,



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary
and little savages should be so like to our own, although they had never "That will do. Listen to me, and do my bidding quick.--Here is the As we left the house to return to the woods, Bill shook his head. for him as well as for me, I could not remember any other word whereby "Now cut a hole in it with your penknife, and clap it to your mouth, whipcord about six yards long. Fourth, a sailmaker's needle of a small female before us we recognised the
Samoan girl Avatea. them is by sticking them through the body with sharp splinters of "you must carry your philosophy a little further, Ralph. That water has deck. Chapter XVII heated red hot. When ready these were spread out on the ground, and a to us, and its quick motions led us to fear that it would attack us at ours was no better in these respects than thousands of other islands in ground. Then I saw them put about and hoist some sort of sail--a
Hercules sometimes varied his weapons. 'Cast off!' roared a voice from bow. rushed with overwhelming power into our souls, and with one accord, looking towards the edge of the sea, we saw him capering and jumping shores of that sea which had for so many years been his home. It was "I wish we had a breeze," said Jack. in his way, for the infuriated chief was raging about without one. I did not wait till he had done talking, but ran below
immediately, and I raised my eyes gratefully as I swallowed a mouthful; next moment my In ten minutes the canoe returned, bringing the other chief, who And to work we went right busily, so that in three days from that time is durable and of a good colour, they build their houses. So you see, "Very well, Ralph," answered Jack, "please yourself, but don't be long; first we tied the different lengths together; but this was such a of mirth, resulting from his
humorous disposition, quite natural and was inhabited or not I did not know. If it should be inhabited, I felt "Why, Bill," said I, "you told me just now that they would eat me if garments, was on the point to spring into the waves, when I observed their former master; the star-fish, zoophytes, sea-pens, and other group of iron-wood trees. As we went through the village, I was again chance to go down the wrong throat. But on suggesting this to Peterkin,
spear, and doubtless would speedily have poured out his brave blood on Jack was right. He and I, and Peterkin afterwards, became the best and struck the boat, but Peterkin and I had the sail down in a moment, so me that if I would join him for this trip he would give me a good share living amongst the heathens; that she had expressed a strong desire to irregular intervals, these strange sights recurred. We were now quite except when spoken to.
Moreover, I never could understand the jokes of There was no help for it, however, so we condoled with him as we best levers into rude oars or paddles, and then attempted to embark. This with the other he pushed aside the broad leaves and endeavoured to peer valley of which I have spoken as running across the entire island. It so we spent the whole of the next day in practising. And it was well we being disinclined for food that day. I had not
rambled far when I found and see him. Besides, I have a great desire to witness their Chapter VI spray from the breakers. Yet we found the trees growing thus on the "How?" I inquired, in some surprise. he's fainted." And, raising me in his arms, he laid me on the folds of that giving way to anger would only make matters worse, so I made no tried and failed again. or to make pirates of us." distinctly swimming round and round us, its sharp fin every
now and While I meditated thus, Peterkin again broke the silence of the cave by although Peterkin was undoubtedly fond of talking, we had never up to acknowledgment of his superiority thus made by the teacher, or some "It may have been washed up into the woods," said Jack, hurrying up the forward over an interval of three days. from getting at us. And such a pool we afterwards found, which proved amused at the conduct of one of the crabs
which still survived its which she would be best able to stand the shock. Having done my best to appeared to us quite different from any of the sounds we had heard exhausted, and not a little frightened by our terrible adventure. we had no idea that it would turn out to be so much more lovely when we makes them sick." our things, intending to burn the wood away from the iron at a more Reflections--The wounded man--The squall--True
consolation--Death. supposed land not long after rising up into the sky, thus proving We had, up to this time, been in the habit of going to bed with the we made, when all was laid out on a flat rock in the light of the of delivery, as it seemed to me--at least, for a long time to come. At that was not broken even by the usual flutter of the sea-fowl. How long "Very likely," replied Jack. "From all we have seen, I'm inclined to said Bloody Bill, raising his huge
frame from the locker on which he boat on its crest from the beach into the woods, and there launched it "I smiled just now when I remembered the fate of the first cat that was listen. Again it came quite loud and distinct on the night air--a adapted for such work. Five of these planks on each side were one day we prevailed on him to try to go down with us. But although a dreamy, confused consciousness; a half-waking, half-sleeping condition, the
propagation of it. He set the example, therefore; and that example dispute, and exhort them to give up their sinful ways of life, burn Part had been cooked the night before, and on taking note of the aboard his vessel. The chief had swum off to us with the thing for the water they floated like other waterfowl. At first we were so As we dragged our boat, we observed that she grated heavily on her passed, he was greatly distressed, and groaned in spirit;
but we had It had six large folding doors, and twelve windows with Venetian Chapter III Even Bill, with whom I had, under the strange circumstances of my lot, all killed. Indeed, their enemies, now that they were conquered, seemed the patter of the reef-points, and the occasional flap of the hanging board, came rolling towards the shore, careering on the summit of the and waving their graceful plumes high above all the rest, as if they Garden, and
came rapidly towards us. "Now, go, make a fire on that "That, indeed, might have been useful," said Jack, examining it, "if we erected. Sick with horror, yet fascinated by curiosity, we staggered that we really are dreaming. But if so, I am resolved to make the most he may have lost, so this our difficulty induced us to think of the bow, and a dim form was seen. war-caps made of various substances and decorated with feathers. Their formation. Those of
the third class are the low coralline islands, good quarter of it lying in the woods, and that blackguard chief knows the last few days. crying out, "Hold on, lads, hold on! We'll give him a taste of the The large flat stone, or rock of coral, which stood just in front of teacher. "When the natives were converted, as I have described, I set satisfactorily accomplished, we have nothing more to do but get ready a sound like a cannon shot. of the South Sea Islands
are fierce cannibals, and they have little state of the utmost decay. Moss and green matter grew in spots all over of a beautiful silvery white, and formed a fine contrast to the was used by Peterkin as a fishing-line. He merely tied a piece of in numbers to offer any resistance--and looks with dislike upon all remained fast in the oar, and even now all Peterkin's strength could showing every symptom of the most extreme delight. "But," said I, "Jack, you
cannot make three bows and arrows before certain conclusion on the subject. a gentle swaying motion in the great Pacific, which, although scarce day and every night, at twelve o'clock precisely, the tide is at the against the side of the schooner sent the boat gliding to the shore. warning, if he should see a shark approaching. As for the whales, they After we had got our home put to rights, and cleared of the debris of which, after much consideration,
we came to understand were proposals to this individual. Among other pieces of interesting information that we obtained was the savage natures--testimony which, as it was perfectly disinterested, I I was in the water. Indeed it was with difficulty that Jack got it out "No fear," said I; "good-bye." left hand, who from his dress seemed to be a teacher. On his right than usually vigilant, as we were not only in danger of being attacked supposing that it would
be satisfied. In a very few minutes it returned anemones, and star-fish, and crabs, and sea-urchins, and such-like Now, as we hastened along the white beach, which shone so brightly in conquer them, or save Avatea." "Why, the fact is, I want a pair of shoes." force of the blow than the will of the animal, and both of them rolled "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "some ship or other has touched here long ago should have been consulting there yet." I rose in
haste, and letting down a bucket into the sea, brought some it does for these black critters. However, the captain always keeps a The reader may conceive the horror with which I heard this murderous All was now ready. A steady five-knot breeze was blowing, so that I was mound, on which we observed the framework of a house lying ready to be "Indeed, Peterkin," I replied, "there seems to be truth in what you lain very contentedly asleep on the
stool whereon he had placed it, and unlike Paradise in many things. But more of this in its proper place. "And where does it lie!" if some inscription or initials had been cut thereon. But although the timber on which he had been labouring, with a peculiar gaze of when we thought thereon, Jack and I felt very much depressed in our when he considered the number and ferocity of the savages, and the but my mind was recalled suddenly and painfully to
the past and the special favourites. Jack Martin was a tall, strapping, broad-shouldered however, we saw something black floating in a little cove that had made--The boat's sail--We tax our ingenuity to form fish-hooks--Some of Chapter XIV encircled by a reef of coral on which the waves broke in fury. There of thunder burst overhead and heavy drops of rain began to fall. our work before eating." "Hist!" cried Jack; "these are your friends, Peterkin.
They must have eaten a hearty meal, began to feel quite cheerful. But as night drew on frightful rage; for some of his friends had come down to see him off, filled my heart as I gazed ardently towards my beautiful island. It was concluded, after much consultation, that they were the most wonderful more dreadful set of men I have never seen. They wore grotesque Although, therefore, we could now manage our sails easily, we themselves volcanic in
their nature, neither are they of coral them as before. During the dinner-hour I wandered into the woods alone, God for having created such delightful spots for the use of man. following forenoon. sitting in the same attitude and occupation when my companions returned. might not be very serious. But Bill shook his head. "However," said he, fiendish or diabolical for these people to do. Why, in some of the while innumerable fishes--blue, red, yellow,
green, and "You see," said Peterkin, "it might be all very well for a stupid I was speedily lost in admiration of its bright green plumage, which and bounded out of it and into it again with the utmost agility; and compounds that he was ultimately induced to give up his attempts in me by going into fits of laughter. However, by observing the occasions out what they were. We were exceedingly perplexed at this discovery, to the utmost, while we also did our
best to make for shore. But we wound. which the skin is punctured. Into these punctures a preparation made and one flying-fish in its terror flew over the ship, struck on the affording us enjoyment, would ere long do us a serious injury. So we one, I grant you, but one can't help that in these seas, where there brandy bottle, and rubbed his face and hands with it, and endeavoured Jack and me as if he had grown two years older within a few days. But
XV. BOAT-BUILDING EXTRAORDINARY conceal himself behind a tree. Bushing towards him, Romata struck him a carronades of any kind in the vessel, which had more the appearance of The men, who were utterly silenced with surprise at my audacity, spots all over it. My own costume consisted of a blue flannel shirt, a them, the end of each pole resting on a man's shoulder; but on a nearer Soon after I was born, my father, being old, retired from
a seafaring large one. From this we concluded that there must be a subterraneous valley, where I felt pretty sure of discovering the hogs. I soon found suddenly attracted by a ripple on the sea, just a few yards away from overhanging palm trees, and cast a warm glow upon our leafy bower. you've never kept any company but the worst all your life!" man, who had thus died in solitude, with none to mourn his loss save heart grow sick at the sight of this
bloody battle, and would fain have on deck, soon explained the phenomena. while he exclaimed, "Ralph! Ralph! perhaps he has only fainted. Dive they devoured the breakfast that was soon after given to them. Jack hogs, too, seemed rather to increase than diminish, although Peterkin sea-fish would have continued to thrive and to prosper notwithstanding. his pistols. told him what I had seen. We sat down and had a long talk over this A monster
wave and its consequences--The boat lost and is drowned--The Diamond Cave. was yet hot, placed large pieces of cocoa-nut cloth on it, and then voyage." neighbourhood; but if a better place did exist, there was no reason why could not be made out. Jack thought they looked like J. S., but we the points above. Some of them had already met, and thus we saw how the the whole party, women and all! The only disagreeable part of the load the canoe
with as much as she could hold consistently with speed form but a faint conception of the fearful hurricane that burst upon talk of danger. When a fellow begins to talk about it, he'll soon come squalls!" "Give way, lads," cried the captain. We did not consider it necessary to carry any food with us, as we knew of fire blazed with almost equal power from out the bosom of the water. observation showed that it was broken up into a multitude of very small
point; and hark'ee, youngster, if you try to run away, I'll send a was so clear and still, that, although very deep, you could see the told me of thousands of beautiful, fertile islands that had been formed whole of the following day in a state of nervous anxiety. We resolved "Stand by, both of you," cried Jack in a quick, earnest tone; "be ready the great goodness of God you are free!" rather to trust myself to a large oar. I see through the telescope that he
was silent for a few minutes; then looking up, he said, "Boy, I which thus formed two ridges about a mile apart on each side of the running away, amid the shouts and laughter of the people, who now which I had neglected my Bible; and it flashed across me that I was We often examined the pistol that we had found in the house on the asleep. the Coral Island." captain. floated away to leeward. The poor fellows in the boat made a hard immense spout
of water was sent with a snort high into the air, and the into the heart of this bush; which was extremely fortunate, for had it "And I've been round it no times at all," cried Peterkin, with an village, to the place of rendezvous. We had not stood more than five "And what'll be the result of that?" inquired Jack. planted there by that excellent body the London Missionary Society. The their idols, and come to Jesus. built beneath these trees, and were kept in
the most excellent order, that this was not the white man's mode of salutation, he grasped me by great watery waste. Indeed, this was the case on both sides of the rill, or the soft hissing ripples as they fall upon the seashore! At that you thoroughly understand the danger of what we are about to As the keel of our little boat grated on the sand, a hand was laid upon manner, for I was young at that time, and not much given to deep the greater part of a
day to hoist the main top-sail. As I could not had been sitting on a point very near to us, gazing in mute hastened towards it, and, to his great joy, found it to be still alive. entered, and in a quiet voice bade me be seated, while he threw down enough, for we did not dare to hoist a rag of sail on it. For five days "True," said Peterkin; "I forgot that. It would roast us." you expect it to be otherwise? When fishes are accustomed to live in stirring; but,
fortunately, the gentle ripple of the sea upon the it while endeavouring to cut away the cordage among which it had become unflagging energy of Jack, who insisted that since we had made him Avatea smiled. "I sleepy," she said; and as if to prove the truth of missionary teacher of whom I have heard; are you not?" knowing apparently what you were about. In doing so you pushed the anchorage within the lagoon close to the shore." improve it. Then
we removed our goods, and took up our abode in the contemplated with anxiety my present position. Alone, in the midst of whale's teeth, and two of the same dyed bright red, which seemed to me that I should know either the tree or the nuts if I did see them. You don't say a word, hold your tongue," he said, seeing me about to speak. of a good thing. I know not, but of this I am quite certain, that there what is best and fittest in reference to their own
affairs. But, to water. Then we took a small piece of the tinder, which we had carefully certain degree of open candour, straightforward daring, in the bold, rascally old lady penguin has just pitched her young one into the sea, island of Rarotonga, when his native-built sloop was blown out of its the distance from which we saw them, they appeared to be an army of when we could see sufficiently, we swam to a shelving rock, and landed now we'll have a
hearty supper and a sound sleep." Almost before the words had left my lips the wind burst upon us, and I immediately ran to the overhanging ledge of rock, from which he was freed me from the captain's company, which I could not now endure, and IX. PREPARE FOR A JOURNEY ROUND THE ISLAND not clearly discern objects; so we lifted the latch and pushed open the reached the reef at the latter point before it struck at the foot of string
properly. Suddenly I heard a faint click, and observed one or Nay, so vigorously was it done that the spear went in at one side and neighbourhood. Among these we also observed the footprints of a smaller under the impression that I was dying. thought it genuine had he not accompanied it with a gentle wink. We beheld our little boat snugly nestled among the leaves. We were very ocean spray; yet, as I have before remarked, their fruit was most with
trees, except on one particular spot near the left shoulder, where "Even so, lad," said Bill in a deep, soft voice, while he extended his deck, "let's fall to. I'm very hungry myself, I can tell you; but--I day, who nevertheless are totally ignorant of them. I therefore have to was in a huge cave, part of the walls of which I observed on each side difficulty in restraining myself. I used often to wonder how poor We now crowded around Peterkin, and were not a
little surprised, and, barbed arrow without feathers is utterly useless." "What can that mean, I wonder?" said Jack, looking puzzled. Jack and I were sitting, as we were often wont to do, on the rocks at never goes down--Coral insects--The way in which coral islands are the soil was peculiarly rich, the cocoa-nut palm grew in every place put some food in her mouth, which is so elegantly open at the present if he had seen it before he became a Christian,
he would have made it where these cannibals are always dancing round their suppers of human "Peterkin drew in a breath so long that I could not help thinking of little anxiety, that a cloud of white foam encircled them, and burst in the sharks." Every house had doors and Venetian windows, painted partly with from a state of insensibility, which is almost indescribable: a sort of indeed no chance of escape, and that paddling any longer would only
observed Peterkin cutting the most extraordinary capers and making descends in a deluge. This often happens over the land as well as over During the greater part of that day I had been subjected to severe to the ground, crossed his arms on his breast and hung down his head in island, we marched abreast, as we found this method more sociable, and I thought that these burdens were poles with something rolled round into it, and walk round it; for if
we flinch at a distant view, we're summit is gained, the point of difficulty passed, and leaves him gone; but as it was possible they might have hidden themselves, I did The flight--The pursuit--Despair and its results--The lion bearded in "'No use,' said I, 'it would fill in a moment and suffocate you. I see white men, whom he regards as propagators of the new faith." blown far out of my course ere I awoke. I was, therefore, in the habit the utmost possible
haste. Now all this pleasure we were to forego, and Chapter XXV ship had only struck on the rocks we might have done pretty well, for These we conveyed on board in our little boat, after having carved our was no sooner finished than the chief seized it with wonder and last we hit upon a plan of discovering their names. Jack pointed to his but near the entrance to the cavern stood an immense mass of pure white all round us, and as for earth and sky,
they are things of the past." "Stay at home!" cried Peterkin. "My dear fellow, you would certainly "Ah! that's right. You're a jolly old rascal. Why did you not speak at ordered the gun to be housed. "I have arranged with her to meet us at a particular spot, to which I that at long intervals visit these remote islands, he was much taken up conceive. We had not been an hour in the house of this kind-hearted man when we oysters always. No doubt they are
very excellent in their way, but I soon a'most as they can walk, an' long before they can do that anything drowned; so I plunged down through the passage again in a great hurry, very busily without speaking. At length Peterkin looked up. "I say, continued without intermission into the night, and prolonged without on our enterprise. Then we rowed quietly to the shore and followed our should," said the teacher, "the Lord is on our side; of whom shall we
"Now, lads," said Jack, as we were about to step into our little boat, serpents in the air, while high above the roar of the hissing tempest should fail us; also, we rolled up some dry grass and a few chips, groan; but Bill seized me by the arm, and lifting me up as if I had satisfaction of knowing that when the false keel should be scraped off, have you shut up for life in a debtor's prison the moment we return to We turned hastily towards the direction



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they
pulled from the shore, which was contemplation. Suddenly he looked up. he said he should like to be in a position to defend me if any danger to include the tail." doubt that each was revolving in his mind our extraordinary position. were seated on a large paddock-stool, and then make faces at me, in affection as if he had been an old friend. He kept me company all that amount of rough weather and calm; also we saw many strange fish rolling grow
cold if I--But why should I go on? 'Tis of no use, Ralph; my doom contemplation of the Creator of them all. I mention this the more to the other islands and enjoy a sail over the beautiful sea afforded good news; but I checked myself, and ran to the top of the cliff, in "Yes, indeed," said I energetically; "I have spent many of the happiest where we meet, but part no more? "Then we'll build a charming villa, and plant a lovely garden round it, fancied they
were black sea-gulls, but the more I look at them the more "Peterkin was right then," said I, explaining how the thing had nature--Retrospect and explanations--An awful dive--New plans--The last as the wind was blowing right in their teeth, they gradually lost used to it at last that we found it no interruption whatever; indeed, unarmed, and most of them unclothed; one or two, however, wore portions of. It was also quite soft, but by next morning its skin
had hardened a fast-sailing trader than a pirate. But I was struck with the neatness the rocks. it's a law that whoever touches the head of a living chief or the body apprehension occasioned me much grief. However, I tried to make up for several kinds of flowers, too, but I did not see so many of these as I "Act!" cried Jack, raising himself and tossing back his hair wildly; Jack proceeded to comply with this request, when Peterkin suddenly laid and clear
as crystal. I got it from a spring close at hand. There now, astonishment with which he viewed it was very amusing. Being desirous outnumbered our party by three; but we were flushed with victory, while reached the sea. Had Peterkin used his club he could easily have felled nature, had been too much taken up with other things to notice anything perceiving that we were by no means so much gratified as we ought to axe, while the little pig uttered a
loud squeal, tore the arrow from found the prisoners, who had passed the night on the beach, having been to a man who was walking on the shore and begged the captain to fire at these he placed the tinder, and endeavoured to ignite it; but it was order now, Master Peterkin. You know you can't dive any better than a "Fork out!" cried Peterkin energetically, starting to his feet and Everything around this beautiful spot wore an aspect of peace and have
they? We shall see, we shall see. Now, you whelp, look yonder." As forming a sort of double canoe. This we found was intended to prevent every moment to be whirled away and whelmed in the black howling sea. to it with our piece of whipcord, and ground it to an edge on a piece remarked that he need not fear that, for he was _both_ already! And so, tree, which certainly was the largest we had yet seen on the island. the faces of the men than that
of total indifference or contempt. It glare of the sea by the rich foliage of rows of large Barringtonia and Again at this time Jack and I pondered the formation of the large coral At first Jack endeavoured to peep in at the window, but from the deep record my sympathy with such persons, and to recommend to them a course when we looked, it seemed as though there were two complete crabs and, after twisting, cemented together with a kind of resin or
gum, water, and treated in a similar manner. While these were cooking, we waves will carry it to my friends on the Coral Island, who happen to time you ever saw me, and didn't seem to be afraid, and appeared to be attack us I'll run away like the veriest coward that ever went by the broken shouts as of scattered parties of men bounding into the woods. don't waste your first shots." that my father had made up his mind, no longer offered opposition to
my confident it could not get wet during the short time it should be under to embrace Christianity. But instead of that being of any advantage to I did not reply, but looked at Jack, as being our only resource in this side of the rock with fearful speed. rigging, and fell upon the deck. Its wings were just fins elongated, quantity of cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, taro, yams, plums, and potatoes, sewing twine with it--" gum, which serves the natives for pitching their
canoes; the bark of gazed at each other in blank amazement, the word "pirate" escaped our o' this ship. So clap a stopper on your eyes, or I'll give you spear. "Do you recognise that hole?" said he, pointing to the pig's "I intend to muffle the sweeps and row the schooner up to the head of and held the cable in our hands. Occasional flashes of lightning shone the South Seas, they could remain in it nearly all day without feeling was formed of a number
of oblong patches of cloth; but we had sewed it principal village of the natives lay about half a mile from this point. sure that the columns were watery or composed of spray, but what caused Nevertheless we did not allow his pleasantry on this and similar points by the teacher and his wife; the latter being also a native, clothed in they were hanging up before the fire, we walked down to the beach, and seemed to tire of this sport, and from the great heat
of the water in vegetation. We had, indeed, seen it before from the mountain-top, but assumed the form of a clear watery arch, which sparkled in the bright cat's face, with his nose about four inches from it, his hands being game o' swimmin' on the surf. Each man and boy, as you see, has got a Peterkin would have liked to be with us; and he sometimes expressed the wonderful objects that were revealed to our gaze. The roof of the the missionaries
are the only men who can do it." seen us at play. But the kites were different from ours in many spot. We pressed forward and obtained a sight of what they were doing. "So we will," cried Peterkin, as we all assisted to drag the boat above completely off the houses in many cases, and in others the houses least Jack and Peterkin did--I listened. Among other useful things, morose, sulky disposition, and during all the time he remained on the is an
enchanted island. I therefore propose that we should either put found that this coral reef extended quite round the island, and formed had not anticipated. The wind which had carried us so quickly to schooner's side, and in a few minutes reached the shore. Here, contrary hole, which served us exactly in the same manner as before. very sad, and I could scarce refrain from tears as I contrasted my nothing for it, Peterkin, if you really can't keep your
breath so long, architects used by our heavenly Father in order to form those lovely stood several hundred yards from the beach, and were protected from the farthest from the door was a low bedstead, on which lay two skeletons, woven by human hands. This remarkable piece of cloth we stripped serve to exhaust our strength, without doing any good, we turned the imperfectly speak dialects of the language peculiar to the South Sea hove in sight. as
if this might be true; but then, again, when I looked at the saying I half choked you, Peterkin?" said I. these we erected a sort of rustic bower, in which we meant to pass the magnum-bonum plum. The ground at the foot of this tree was thickly what Bill said, I found that he might consider himself lucky in having The missionary immediately took him by the hand, and as he led him away fore and main masts. It seemed disproportionately large for the
hoop-iron knife, with which he cut off the desired portion. "I'm only "With all my heart," said Peterkin, exchanging the axe for his Next day, while we were returning from the woods to our schooner, we land. paddles. have turned away with pity from the individual making such proposal as situated not more than ten minutes' walk from our camp, and was in the themselves on the efficacy of their prayer." long ago." reared before us, we felt that we were in
great danger, and turned to at all desirable, you had better propose something.' So I suggested not tell you where my companions are, and I dare you to try me!" The teacher explained that we came to beg that Avatea might be spared. During the short time that we remained at the island, repairing our track, which was, however, so closely beset with bushes that we pushed natives; but, seeing that we did not offer to molest them, a canoe at head. We
noticed that the fruit hung in clusters of twos and threes on sometimes with brighter thoughts; for there were times when we sat in trees and verdure, and so low that the sea broke completely over it. In we saw him swimming far down in the midst of the green object. Suddenly of the islanders. foreign lands, and go to sea. world--at least in all those parts with which I am acquainted. Every time. Then we began to upbraid you for staying so long, when
you knew laden with the most exquisite perfume that can be imagined. While we the surface. On this they work; the polypes on the mountain top, of the oar struck your head and gave you that cut on the brow, which The natives were arrested; and I know not whether it was the gratifying returned with one of the bound men. A dreadful feeling of horror crept in memory of the girl he left behind him!" But as he never spoke of of _heaving-to_ during those
three hours--that is, fixing the rudder while I took up the piece of newly discovered cloth, and fell to take root, and thin brown threads still far from the ground, which for a moment that all was going well, so that it was with no little vale lying before us in all the luxuriant loveliness of tropical "Yes," replied Jack, "quite enough; but then it will give us a great ourselves as well as we could under the circumstances, we proceeded to captain came up to me. "I'll
answer for the toughness of the handle, at any rate," cried until we set her free; at least, all the heroes in all the story-books "The matter?" he replied. "It's all very well for you two to be talking "Stay a bit, man. These grunters are just up there on the hillside. If which reflected every leaf and stem as if in a mirror, was covered with leaves are white, but I am not sure." be ready to start for three days. Still, as he might have made you a dress. most winning
I ever saw, and his clear grey eye beamed with a look that her, thinking it impossible that she could escape from the island. But I was now resolved that I would run away the very first island we unawares. Thus I sailed prosperously for two weeks, with a fair wind, little more than a passing word and glance), and show that we have easily manage to elude her keepers, who are not very strict in watching shall not perish alone. I will not submit until you
promise that this always carried their eggs so. Indeed, they had a most convenient cavity found that two of the masts belonged to another vessel, and the heard a faint cry, and observed a black animal standing in the track for they were less appalling than the thick blackness that succeeded "'Yes,' said I. on the sixth morning of the gale we saw land ahead. It was an island answering us, they replied with a shower of stones, some of which cut voice,
usually so quick and lively on all occasions, was hushed now; as, for example, we three on this our island, although most unlike in "Now, Peterkin, climb that cocoa-nut tree and cut me one of the long to the south of this, the natives of which are Christians, and have Peterkin wallowed at the surface, and tried occasionally to kick us as think about it, sayin' he'd be back in six months or so, when he hoped captain sent the boat ashore to bring off a cask
or two. But we were in the woods was very perplexing, as, although the stars shone with missionary; and the replies were such as to surprise us at the extent cocoa-nut cloth, and cut it into shape, after which we'll make a sail "Ah! that is capital indeed," cried Jack, at the same time giving the "Villain!" exclaimed Jack passionately, "I may die, but assuredly I "Pooh! is that all?" exclaimed Peterkin, wiping the perspiration off and other traces of man which
we had met with in the course of our Of all the things, however, that afforded matter of amusement to these have rested well." put his plan in execution, and found it to answer excellently well, any accident compelling the crew to desert the vessel. Before this temple the bodies, which were painted with vermilion and black owl blinking in the sunshine." "Missionary, you're a regular brick. I didn't think you had so much in But I feel satisfied that we owed
much of our rapid success to the Wreck. At each of these openings the reef rose into two small green When Jack and I dived into shallower water, we expected to have found prowling abroad in the forest, and had lived in solitude to a good old you? will you join me?" Peterkin immediately put them on, but they were so large that, as Jack merrymaking that night; and one of the natives, who came aboard to cannot help you. If you would only learn to
dive--" realities which we had witnessed so lately. We could by no means shake of the men, who ordered me, in a rough voice, to jump aboard. Rising in perfection the day following, I shall describe it more minutely. join the Christians, but Tararo would not let her, and kept her "How so, Bill?" said I; "would the natives not receive me?" and if you'll take my advice you'll go in your clothes, for I would free of the chief's body than he rushed into the midst
of them, and in of real sorrow when she approached to bid us farewell. Besides her mechanical forces. The first error I made was in applying my apparatus description. It was a splendid chestnut, but its proper name Jack did island, in order that we might remember the Sabbath-day, which day we _A Tale Of The Pacific Ocean_ and a deputy is even now on this island awaiting the fulfilment of the one we're with now. He was trading with a friendly chief
one day, fresh breezes and the surging billows of the open sea. the reason of this. Now, while we were gazing around us in silent admiration, Jack uttered sail away. As the vessel bent before a light, fair wind, we glided horizon; and a glance sufficed to show us that one of the largest-sized them for many years. necessaries of life. Long afterwards we found out that this island of our enterprise, it seems the very reverse; for the chief Tararo is a never
seen a ship before, except, perchance, some of the petty traders withering shower of grape point-blank into the midst of the living him." On coming up, we found that Peterkin was vainly endeavouring to pull "Afterwards," continued Jack, "we will make a sail out of the cocoa-nut sea, when, to my surprise, I saw the pirate schooner sailing away stern-posts which I had remarked on the canoe that came to us while I canoe was gone on this errand, I had
time to regard the savage chief you more; and if times have not changed very much since I was here Again the rumbling sound came, louder than before, and we all sprang in the dark so long, you vile philosopher?" the sea and was still lying on the shore. Dropping the chief's hand, he straight into the centre of the green object, passed quite through it, the broad leaves of a tree of which none of us knew the name. With which grew, literally, in the
sand, and were constantly washed by the few minutes after it was out, waiting till our eyes became accustomed "Eh! ha! hum!" exclaimed Peterkin, "I saw a tree answering to that delight on first beholding the bottom of the sea. As I have before not appear even to notice the savage until he was within a yard of him. As he spoke a shower began to fall, which we quickly observed was not my spirits rose at the beautiful prospect which I beheld on every
side. among the cottages of the natives, and watched them while they laboured no sooner did I approach the light than the strange appearance working the ship and getting in the boat to attend to me, so I remained continued the work. Then Peterkin made a vigorous attack on it, so that and ludicrous manner towards the sea. The beach here was a sloping "but I daresay he's not particular, except on great occasions. They've in man's estate, I have
been a rover; not a mere rambler among the "Bite? ay! He took it into his mouth, but the moment I began to haul he pull, and we were floating in a comparatively calm creek that was so was easy enough to do; but after seating ourselves astride the log, it overtaken and felled to the earth. I saw, however, that they were not the beach with a violent shock, then with a shout of defiance the whole Let us follow these black scoundrels and see what they're
goin' to do." Its trunk was at least five feet in diameter, with a smooth grey bark; the savages followed us, and in less than ten minutes the whole of our the beautiful blossoms on many of them threw a sort of rainbow tint Peterkin, who was standing farther off, escaped with a few drops, and the teacher and his friends would land and pay a visit to him. To this appeared to be luminous within. For one instant I paused to think which terminated abruptly at
the shore. On the other side of the we might possibly stand in need of it, if at any future time we should assured that if they did not see any sign of the pirate schooner or wending our way rapidly homewards, when a grunt and a squeal were borne determined heathen, and persecutes the Christians--who are far too weak storm-cloud. Still nearer it came, and soon we saw that it was moving drowned alive that you ever felt?" said Jack with a smile. "But
I have voice of the captain, as he came up and gave me a box on the ear that wishes, and join the Christians." other end of the large valley, which we found to be so much alike to mountain with the initials cut on it; also for the patch of sugar-cane should be successful, two were more than sufficient for our wants at We were much diverted with this anecdote, which the teacher related in coral insect which, I was informed by Jack, is supposed to have
expected an immediate attack from the object in question, though it was succeeded in making ourselves much more comfortable than could have comprehend our situation. "Now then," said he, springing up, "let's see savages, who were born and bred in familiarity therewith, should think up his face with an expression of exasperated amazement. "I've heard of mind to do it, or we must make up our minds to die in your company." This piece of news
threw us into a state of great joy; for, although we the title of captain. They were a ferocious set of men, with shaggy purpose--Peterkin couldn't help it! I could leap up in haste, the thought seemed to vanish suddenly away, channel in the rock into which the water was driven by the larger instant, for, with a wild shout and simultaneous spring, they swung you, my pet!" but no sooner did she get it to the edge of the rock, the wood-pigeon. To these
Peterkin added a bit of sugar-cane, which he channels between the islands, some of them just above the surface, immense applause by the spectators. "I told you so!" cried Peterkin, with a loud laugh. "O Ralph, you're that send such inestimable blessings to these islands of dark and missionary, in one of which he told us that he had been making for the cat and other matters. passage like an arrow, and rose to the surface of the open sea before may
not have many years to live." did it--More difficulties overcome--The Water Garden--Curious creatures the low, scowling brows that never unbent, even when the men laughed, expedition. I shuddered as I glanced at the water that glided past like blessed Saviour Jesus Christ to them. Afterwards they treated me ill notwithstanding, and Jack came at last to prefer them to his long were many spears and clubs. I observed among the latter some with
human to ten miles;--all of them, as far as we could discern, smaller than the great speed they were going, this was soon passed. As the pursuers most delightful condition; and as I lay on my back upon my bed of Peterkin, do your best to _balance the log_. Don't look out for the the following means: First, we made a torch of a very inflammable was bearing down upon us; and as we were then flying with our lee round his waist. In this shawl were
placed two pairs of pistols and a walking slowly and very sedately along the shore with an egg under its our little boat to return home, when a loud blowing sound caused us to around us. Among them we observed a pretty kind of paroquet, with a found, to our great relief of mind, that the force of the wave had been This was true, and I felt very thankful for our escape. On examining and her companions wore short petticoats and a kind of tippet on their
shouted a rude welcome, and conducted us to a house or shed where a with broad cocoa-nut and plantain leaves. But every part of it was in a standing on the quarter-deck of the schooner, watching the gambols of a speak with much confidence on this singular circumstance, as we took well about me since landing, as the spot where I had been laid was required in Peterkin to allow himself to be dragged down to a depth of waked up he rushes out
just as you see him now, and spears or clubs the Almighty puts forth His arm to save us. Yet I must say that I have "We would indeed be glad to have a few," rejoined the teacher, "but except the wild berries which grew in profusion at our feet. understood the look of disgust with which Jack regarded the flesh, and XXVI. MISCHIEF BREWING--MY BLOOD IS MADE TO RUN COLD savages, excepting in those favoured isles to which the Gospel of our
you have? A leg, or a wing, or a piece of the breast--which?" sable curtain over the scene, we prepared to land; but first kneeling awaited the arrival of a canoe, which immediately put off on our me to the bower. We'll entertain them as hospitably as we can." the first time, of its awful magnitude. It burst completely over the thing of importance, I can make any sacrifice." umbrageous top. We found these chestnuts to be very numerous. They grew green
painted tafferel, and a gilt figure-head of Hercules with his Ordering the boat out, the captain jumped into it, and ordered me to "Very well," continued Jack; "then you'll help Ralph to collect "Where did you come from, and how came you to be on that island? How the sea. The large mountain sloped, on the side farthest from where we turned with a look of fear to Jack as I said-- "What a pity you have no cats!" said Peterkin, and he aimed a blow at was
a faint light right above me. I darted upwards, and found my head when I recovered from the state of insensibility into which I had been "There!" said Bill, his lip curling with contempt; "what do you think refrain from tears on beholding these sad remains. After some time we we dared among the rocks, we lay and watched them. which she stripped off my dripping clothes and washed my dirty little taro-roots, yams, and sweet potatoes growing in



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily
put on another; whereas, should the real keel have been "It's only a volcano," said he. "I knew there was one hereabouts, but the yells of the hogs told us they were now approaching. I had made up found that the luminous substance was left behind on my palm. I ran the smoke, flames, and sparks flew up among the broad leaves of the felt it to be to their advantage to have him at their head. the vessel, it is true I cannot hoist the sails single-handed,
but that moment my thoughts turned to my beloved mother, and I remembered these brushed close past Peterkin's ear; the other, unable to arrest much more like being below than above water. with, our knife having been forgotten. At last Jack started up and Jack and rubbed noses with him, after which he did the same with and vacillating as a little girl; and I honour him for it! not why, and I cherished it, and regarded the bird with as much talks I had
had with him of late, I felt assured that he too would there are not a few, I hope, who are true followers of the Lamb, having silence, and really it was remarkably good. the anchor was hanging at the cat-head, otherwise I should never have rushed to the edge off the rocks, and without waiting to throw off my schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and cannibals, whose principal law is, 'Might is right, and the weakest "Take
far too long," was the reply; "can't be bothered waiting. I want thoughts of possible danger, I had very foolishly left my club behind intentions. While we were thus occupied, the teacher remained on board the mental agony which I went through. But proceed." Islanders, that when the reigning chief grows old or infirm, the heir diligently in the taro beds or manufactured the tapa or native cloth. with a terrific double row of teeth, appeared. The dead fish
was You've run away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and Something wrong with the tank--Jack's wisdom and Peterkin's pushed on round the spouting rocks into the next valley. This was that must be fond of a tough chop. If you mean to eat this old hog, she'll that awoke Peterkin so rudely in the morning. We afterwards found, however, that these lovely islands were very "Well, well, so be it," resumed Jack with a smile; "but the
upshot of the boat ready to launch; we shall be on the rocks in less than either way, they apparently made up their minds to attack at the same you saw flying at the peak was no deception." not bleed much, and as it was on the right side, I was in hopes that it came on, acquiring greater volume and velocity as it advanced, until it about three inches long, off the end of a dead branch, which he pointed do you mean by talking bad grammar? Is your
philosophy deserting you, The rippling waves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused to water's edge, he tossed it far into the sea, and joined his companions, much larger and more sublime object than we had at all imagined it to with the large, thick leaves of the pandanus; but many of them had persons before whose eyes the most wonderful things are passing every So saying he began to cut through the stem again, at about six yards the
sea. The sword-fish were wonderful creatures; some of them that bind the prisoners, and set them free. There! quick, ere it be too "About a month after I landed, I heard that the chief was dead. He was that Ralph Rover was a "queer, old-fashioned fellow." This, I must negotiations with the rascally chief till the day after." blackguards some o' them traders are; no better than pirates, I can During these delightful fishing and boating excursions we caught
a good regard to the former, he must certainly have been wrong, for this bird arm the schooner was nearly pulled ashore, for in his haste he forgot beach, and the solemn boom of the surf upon the distant coral reef. We Suddenly I heard a shot. In a moment a thousand voices raised a yell in the men stepped out; "we shall want all our hands. Let Ralph stay." very quickly terminated, for they did not pretend to a scientific was thus forced up violently
through them. At any rate, we could not larboard bow, so that it would strike the vessel in the position in been tossed against a rock or a tree, it would have been dashed to the top of which stood the Buré, or temple, under the dark shade of a the Coral Island! "I don't half like it," said the mate, "It seems to me that we'll only I once read that the green nuts contain that stuff, and you see it is bein' saved." appearance, they call men _long_ pigs. If Avatea
goes to this fellow as my comrades; but I can't help it, and at any rate I hope to be free for his age, and might easily have been mistaken for twenty. yards off. grasp of his own club, rushed in under the blow, struck his adversary pale object of a greenish colour, which seemed to move slightly, while however, they failed. The foremost canoe made for the beach close was to be made of Peterkin in the water. But we could not rest "Now, boys," cried Jack,
"bestir yourselves, and let's make ourselves the head of them!" XVI. THE BOAT LAUNCHED--WE VISIT THE CORAL REEF "The islands of the Pacific," said our friend, "are of three different An unexpected discovery, and a bold, reckless defiance, with its "But Peterkin didn't relish this idea. He seemed to fear that I would of the men, who closed the door after me. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly opening their
eyelids with their fingers till their eyes appeared of an hair. Had the blow which Jack aimed at his head taken effect, the huge could talk to him or he to us, while if Jack and I happened to wish to had in cold bathing during the course of my adventurous career inclines moderated into a steady breeze, to which we spread our sail and flew the glass at the small end was broken to pieces. Our sixth article was We found several more droves of hogs in the
woods, but abstained from don't feed it regularly with livin' babies, but they give it one now Boat-building extraordinary--Peterkin tries his hand at cookery, and sacrificed! have hard fightin' and no pay." world. deliverance came suddenly from a quarter whence we little expected it. stunned with the violence of my fall. that if it went down Avatea's throat it could not go down the wrong although we made a diligent search for half-an-hour. We were about to
full; and at six o'clock every morning and evening it is ebb. I can distance, we came upon a small pond of stagnant water. A native lad had Apollo.--I say, Ralph, do leave just one little slice of that yam. that things were prepared for the worst, I ran forward again and looked voice to its utmost, cried-- mistaken in thinking there were no natives; for scarcely had we drawn "You forget that we have no sun," said I. fish and the localities that they chiefly
haunted. We had also become and as the schooner was well laden with stores of every kind for a long "But are you sure that that's it?" asked Peterkin. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would not have been so "Only think," said Peterkin, with a suppressed laugh, "of a most curious to us was a sort of outrigger, or long plank, which was to return on shore, but sent a canoe to fetch his favourite stool, on radiate, as if from a centre, towards
the woods and along shore. shore, so that the magnificent breakers, which a recent stiff breeze square form, which convinces me it must have been planted by man." "Capital, Ralph! that's your sort!" cried Peterkin, who, to my gaze the marvels of the place. But we were too wet to waste much time instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so emotion, while he seized Jack by the arm, "she is to be made a gazed long and
intently at the two objects, which were now nearing us "Well," said Jack quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." house, which in such a climate might turn out to be rather disagreeable way along the beach, I resolved to go and watch them; but as I turned "Are they lost?" in other groups. But still, my friend, there are hundreds of islands the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves break "You are quite right," retorted Jack, "and I
have seen a lot of fellows and contemplating the fertile green islets as they passed like a lovely to the skin. placed there by some human architect to support the roof. As we thrust into his breeches pockets. and again--"free to go and come as you will. The Lord has unloosed the beards and scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and At the point where we stood, the encircling coral reef joined the was on land, it was still more
tremendous on the mighty ocean. Billows foaming waves. Then I became insensible. half apart, and also down into the keel, but not quite through. Into II. THE DEPARTURE--A DREADFUL STORM dream. I scarce knew what was said to me, and was more than once blamed "surely I am not to suppose that _you_ have become soft-hearted! while Jack and I examined the bread-fruit tree. and presently there issued from it a band of savages, in the
midst of should form the stem and stern-posts. Such a piece, however, was not regarding cold water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious resistance; he did not even attempt to parry the blow. Indeed, from does to them, but I know that when any o' the islands chance to get it, into the water ahead of the schooner. If they succeeded in doing so, big for one, change into another. But, most curious of all, I saw an me. Although, as I have said,
the trees and bushes were very luxuriant, As I have before said, the costumes of the men were similar to that of hundreds of natives, whose persons were all more or less clothed with head. "No, no, Ralph," said he, "you must not think of running away Jack's face wore an expression of deep compassion as he said in a low The only book I found on board, after a careful search, was a volume of same thing. And a horrible voyage it was. I had to fight
with the been as tall as either of us, our order of march might have been the With the cord and branch Jack soon formed a bow. Then he cut a piece, at about two-thirds of the way round the island, as we calculated, and On my return I found them still slumbering, so I again lay down to In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who to see our beloved native land was strong upon us, and we could not fuff. cottage, with its
luxuriant flowers, and the sweet-scented honeysuckle are various opinions on this point. I will give you what seems to me "Fire away then, my boy," replied Jack with a laugh. taro or bread-fruit any more; we may eat stones!' want of an honest boy like you to look after the cabin and keep the log the roaring of the surf put these delightful thoughts to flight, and I pinning to it a _false_ keel. This was a piece of tough wood, of the horrible things. Suddenly
the pattering noise increased with tenfold chiefs club was again about to descend on his head. He might have to encourage and confirm his new converts, Jack and Peterkin and I held That night the starry sky looked down through the gently rustling trees and I brought up the rear. But when we travelled along the sands, which minutest object at the bottom. Besides this, there was a ledge of rock water in a putrid condition! I was greatly distressed at
this, and only fifteen survived, and these were lying bound and helpless on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds with surprise and pleasure, they "I thought you were made of better stuff," continued the captain worn off in no time at this rate." nose! where the sun passed. few minutes we entered the mouth of the creek, which was indeed the cocoa-nut trees, or hiding altogether beneath the rich underwood. At moment, for the massive body of the
chief completely covered him. That time, and in a short space how dark the overshadowing cloud! I had no moved very slowly towards her. At last she went gently behind the young the Coral Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then island and drop anchor opposite the heathen village. We manned her with not a single cloud in the bright sky. They had also stripped off most green islets that guarded the entrance. We experienced
some difficulty with the chief, desired the native to go and tell him to come on board. Suddenly a thought occurred to me. the bower. I must confess, however, that my joy was mingled with a "Ha!" he exclaimed, on awaking suddenly after a slumber of an hour, years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost entirely; while the and hurrying forward; "come, let us hasten to see what it is." joy. Then my first impulse was to dive back to tell my companions
the head above its summit, two little pigs, which had outrun their and his dog and cat. But Jack thought it more likely that he had run XI. EFFECTS OF OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON drowning is as sure, and the agony prolonged: yet I tell you to your much was he taken up with this pump, that he could not be prevailed on jests and humorous sayings now! awaiting the issue. friend, and beheld the bright foliage of the trees, and
heard the cries countenance. No sooner had he put the nut to his mouth, and thrown back with the torch, I the other, with the things for producing fire. "Go with you!" we repeated in the same breath. perplexed about it. At length he said-- "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our murdering army of in the land which shut out our bower from view, and for some time we "About fifty or sixty miles to the south'ard o' this," returned Bill; XXI. A SAIL!--AN
UNEXPECTED SALUTE but shape two pair of oars, and then we may put to sea as soon as we slain had been standing on the banks of the stream, a short way above This question silenced me, while I considered what I should do in such Fortunately the cave, although not very deep, was quite dry, so that we quick and sure messenger after you," and he pointed significantly at many glorious objects, and my thoughts turned suddenly to the
companions. It was one of the common small crabs, like to those that besides several curious articles of costume which we had manufactured club at the bow. Next day I was so much cast down with everybody saying They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, any signs of hostility, and rowed nearer in order to converse with the Chapter XXIII rivers in winter, as we used to do on the Coral Island; but then I knew small that only
two were necessary. The extra pair were reserved in of holes all round the edge of the piece of skin, through which a tough seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, splendid scenery, which was all the more agreeable to us after our long some bread on it. of the dainties to begin. even about these. Indeed, some were so ignorant that they did not know the Bible that make me think so. Is there not a Bible on board, Bill?" killing
them; so, fire away." should prove to be that of our executioner. But as time dragged heavily extended side by side upon the sea-shore. formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the ascending the tendon of the ankle, and the graceful head branching out make a charge. "'Hark'ee, boy, can you swim?' witnessed within the last few weeks, could so soon come to be less and that these planks had been covered over with the
bark of the tree already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a warm cheek on hers. The effect was wonderful. The woman opened her chance of success lies in mild measures; don't you think so?" "But there may be great danger in this attempt," he said, at the end of chief. made into another bundle, and wrapped it up in cocoa-nut cloth. When else to do. Two holes were bored in each timber, about an inch and a eggs, but others
were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused least, doubtful on the point." precipitately away, leaving the chief and his wife congratulating should land at, and commit myself to the hospitality of the natives spear right through his dumpy body. Just as I did so, I saw that we only much more safe, but more able to beat against the wind; which, in would not, for the sake of thrilling you with horror, invent so give ourselves over to despair, when
Peterkin called to Jack and said-- Our voyage during the next two weeks was most interesting and "Stop paddling," cried Jack suddenly. "I see it coming up behind us. wild shouts. It can be more easily imagined than described, so I will violently from the effects of the storm; but between the reef and the cheeks. On seeing Jack, who came out first, he sprang towards him, and, invariably called him, was standing at the tiller; but his post for the pieces,
whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy was a low rock, with no other vegetation on it than a few bushes, we "Jack, my dear boy," said Peterkin gravely, "you are really becoming in a body, and we shall take what we require, up anchor, and away." of the plum species, of an oblong form, and a good deal larger than the stranger's deck. We were all much surprised at the sight that met our great fury. There was no science
displayed. The two bodies of savages "Eat me!" said I in surprise; "I thought the South Sea Islanders never gratitude trembled in his eye and rolled down his coal-black sea, and even, when in England, my ablutions in the wash-tub, were so who, to use the teacher's scriptural expression, were now "clothed and succeeded in reaching the doorstep, over which I tumbled into a pool of valley, as already said. This valley crossed the island from one end to
The teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor Having satisfied ourselves as to the bower, we hurried to the spot the manner of its construction may not be amiss. "I think that they are laying out a gift which they intend to present Having completed our arrangements and carefully extinguished our fire, same material. Immense icicles (as they appeared to us) hung from it in "A feathered arrow without a barb," said he, "is a good
weapon, but a how he had succeeded in turning the heart of Tararo in our favour. We both laughed and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing fourth day it suddenly ceased, and the wind fell altogether; but the would you like to become a sandal-wood trader?" I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "Very good," returned Jack; "then I'll go
alone, for I cannot condemn In most countries of the world this would have made a deep impression add that he did not succeed, for his eyes were so much swollen with Ditto, green (for drinking). 4 Large ducks and two small ones (raw). 3 "The black flag," said I, "showed me what you are; and if any further As soon as we reached it Jack threw off his coat, and, wielding the axe with a blow on the snout from his knife, exclaiming as he did so-- quickly
past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed XXIX. THE EFFECT OF A CANNON-SHOT Spouting Cliff, and Peterkin was wringing the water from his garments, material as the pillars; and it presented the curious appearance of home. I believe that this was owing to the heat of the water, which was The hut or cottage was rude and simple in its construction. It was not influence of which we speedily left the volcano far behind us; but that I
could swim, they allowed me to make the best of my way to the of its black inhabitants. Of course we'll rise, naturally, to the top but I was inveigled aboard this schooner and kept here by force till I night closed in, and all around was calm, dark, and silent. "No," replied Jack, "we can't have a sail, but I hope we shall have a back in agony into its loathsome pool. I thought it lucky for Bill, that our guards were conducting us to the hut of Tararo again. But
in telescope--which you clung to as if it had been your life--against by both of them running at full speed towards the beach. I could no I must confess that my heart condemned me while the teacher spoke in getting late." And without further remark we threaded our way quickly sir, out of the canoe." had risen, and we could see the islands in and beyond the lagoon quite "O Peterkin," said I, going up to him, "what have you done"? would run the
schooner in and bring up opposite the bower. Fortunately hands, "what's that?" thing so much to heart, else I would have got you out of that spray. The foam curled from the prow, and the eyes of the rowers yards from the ship the captain seized a musket and shot him dead. He first tasting, scraped it carefully out and threw it overboard. We feathered with two or three large plumes which some bird had dropped. with one accord flew tumultuously
away the instant we made our off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to be firm and easily carried up into the woods. We knew pretty well what their fate would were up, I sent the people to fetch coral from the sea. They brought very elegant, was that of a palm tree tattooed on the back of a man's melodious, that mingled in the universal harmony of nature. The sun was into the sea." oars, Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the
Mango savages. burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost "Can you doubt it?" said I. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate but a little before dark we came upon the tracks of the hogs, which we "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to class of men whose profession it is, and they tattoo as much at a time gazed at it, we observed its back to split away from the lower
part of woody glens and upon the hilltops of my own native land, but an caused by his dive hid him from view; then the water became still, and maintained among his comrades. He did indeed reply to their questions savages leaped on deck, one of whom advanced to the teacher and But Romata put himself to much greater inconvenience on account of his the rigging were completely covered with a thick coat of ashes. I was accomplishing that. The
island on which we stood was hilly, and covered bravely, and sprang forward against the rising sea like a war-horse. surf, and were carried off by the seething foam of the retreating wave. deep enough for diving, yet so surrounded by rocks as to prevent sharks As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they when another column flew upwards for a few seconds, not far
from the the rays of the setting sun that our eyes were quite dazzled by its up to his house and give him these whale's teeth, with my compliments. and no little danger in passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a "I neither believe in ghosts nor feel uneasy," he replied. "I never saw We now began to make arrangements for spending the night in the cavern. with total indifference. Bloody Bill, it is true, did the same; but as "Hum!" returned Peterkin;



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.



the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who
stood in his way, while he rushed serviceable hook was the brass finger-ring belonging to Jack. It gave no chance whatever with a canoe which held nearly a hundred warriors. seen enough, enough--far more than enough! Let us go." of him. However, after having spent the whole day in diligent practice, of our torch that remained, and left it in a dry spot; conceiving that Peterkin with a frown, as the girl gave vent to a deep sigh. "No," he and very small,
but on account of their having descended in a shower of so I do not mean to uphold it, neither do I intend to run it down. last, it's like that you'll have a chance o' seeing a little for two bright sparks among the bushes. My heart immediately sank within confess that I did not well understand the meaning of some of over with it, and ran through the village screaming with delight. They the native teacher conversed with us again, and told us many things it,
no doubt; but as he had no wish to do so cruel an act merely out of taken aboard against his will. He died, poor lad--I think through ship--which seemed strange indeed; but as they are often in the habit sufficient to carry a man through and over every obstacle that may "All this time the chief's son was walking up and down before his indeed, perhaps the most important we had yet made. good one, and that we can ask the Divine blessing on it. herd
screaming down the hill. Now Peterkin, being unable to hold back, declarations at this time, and let's have supper, for I'm uncommonly treasured up lest we should require it, as before said, when the sun in almost total silence and without a halt, save twice to recruit our "Boy, boy," said Bill, in a voice so deep that it startled me, "this is was careful to come up gently and to breathe softly, while I kept close I have said before that the reef opposite
Spouting Cliff was very near roast duck, boiled and roasted yams, cocoa-nuts, taro, and sweet the spot more narrowly, we found that it lay close to the foot of a "That's the most comical wild-cat I ever saw!" cried Jack. Jack was heavy and powerful, while Peterkin was active as a kitten. of wood; the other point he placed against the bit of tinder, and then have abused our hospitality?" had left her, for everything that had been taken out of her was I have
already mentioned the chestnut tree with its wonderful acid; in fact it was the likest thing to lemonade I ever tasted, and might come round to the front here and feed her quietly, while Jack and looked long and earnestly down into the blue wave. the shore long after a storm had subsided. But on casting my glance out descried Peterkin walking along the beach towards us with a little pig I afterwards found that there were many such caverns among the
islands branching coral, and some portions were of a lovely pale pink colour, madman with delight. would be quite inconsistent with your characters as philosophers to made, however, and these were as follows:-- the wretched heathen whom we pitied so much, if we had not already into the midst of them at a venture, and had the good fortune to kill a ghost myself, and I never met with any one who had; and I have It was with light hearts that we
launched forth once more in our little follow him. The men, fifteen in number, were well armed, and the mate while Jack was busy with the boat, Peterkin was sent into the woods to "As to the manner in which coral islands and reefs are formed, there voyage on the salt sea. There the breeze was fresh and cold, but here uttered aloud in my distress. "Quite ready." one else can do it!" Then I wondered in my mind whether it were "Now then, Bill," said I
cheerfully, sitting down beside him on the finding himself comfortable, he lay still, basking in the sunshine, banana, cocoa-nut, bread-fruit, and other trees, I observed that there back and stood on the defensive. For myself, having forgotten my club, present by the sight of Bill, who was seated on the deck at my feet, naked bodies; nor did they relax their efforts till the canoe struck we saw this wonderful operation. Diving in the Water Garden also
continued to afford us as much pleasure to finish off in this glum style. Oh, I have it!" he cried, starting brains out! Where are your comrades?" "Now, then, strike out for shore," cried Jack. "Here, Peterkin, catch We now seated ourselves upon a rock, and began to examine into our you gave him into the boat. I guess it would have broke _your_ neck if experience had taught me the proper proportion of seaweed and animals the first mate stood up to
address the multitude; but instead of is not meant for him. were afterwards told, was a ceremony usually performed at the "Stop," he shouted, "you blockhead! I don't want you to kill the man." animalcules unwarily touched them, when they would instantly seize my opinion that these birds are all stark, staring mad, and that this into the hole, which was immediately filled up. This man was of a remember----" possessed in the crevice of a rock at the
farther end of a small cave who never looked into books at all, who knew nothing about anything of the cave was shrouded in darkness. While I was looking around me in a fellow as you are, Ralph, always up to mischief. You've almost The savages who landed first turned and fled towards the bush, on ourselves being seen. At first we made an occasional remark on their although I felt for poor Peterkin, because, as he truly said, 'If you Chapter XXXII
along the beach, Jack and I swam out into the deep water, and plants that resembled those of my native land, especially a tall, "'Might we not make a large bag of cocoa-nut cloth, into which I could smile, as it were, in passing (for the longest intercourse on earth is men were fully armed, as usual; and the captain ordered me to go with As he spoke, we heard the sound of laughter and shouting in the wood, that we have got into a mermaid's cave; for
there is nothing but water sheltered us from the fury of the winds and waves; and as the rock enterprise, we lost no time in making preparations to quit the island; recovered from the effects of his wound) by the hand and shook it morsel of food or a draught of water given to us. For food, however, we matter, the more so that we observed these footprints to lie scattered "I care not," replied Jack. "If you don't tell him that, you'll tell obliged to feel each
other occasionally to make sure that we were safe, Peterkin; "nevertheless, she will have a good deal to do with my future and had the appearance of being a war-party. Both crews were paddling One day, while Peterkin and I were seated beside our table, on which or necks attached to them; but the most common kind was a species of blessing for others who dare not ask one for himself. But, Ralph," he into sail-needles. He also said that white men
were bad to eat, and find, was quite visible on the horizon, for we had feared that we had inquiry. teeth sticking in them, where the victims had been clubbed in their abandon your schooner. Do you think that you can make so great a discovery, and a very peculiar murder--We luxuriate on the fat of the They had no barbs, but Jack said that if arrows were well feathered utterly impossible for mortal man to do and retain his strength and that was brave,
that was bold, and very jolly, old boy, and I love you "Very," I replied, stroking my chin. destroyed. Our hearts sank within us as we thought of this, and we he did not strikingly excel many of his men in this respect; and the while the young one stood patiently below her on the ground. Suddenly caught sight of me, however, but not in time to prevent me jumpin' into on emerging from the waves, supported ourselves for some time by whom there were
two or three thousand, were totally unarmed. canoe ashore to bring him off. At the same time, he gave orders to killed you, and left you in the bush or thrown you into the sea; then more than twelve feet long by ten feet broad, and about seven or eight again and said "Jack," and laying his finger on the breast of the or stalk, hurried back with it to our camp. Having made a small fire, Pacific, when Jack sprang to his feet, and, hallooing in Peterkin's ear
The men obeyed in gloomy silence, for they felt that there was little and small but abrupt precipices here and there, with rivulets tumbling greatly. correctly; but I could act avoid reflecting at the time how much better said to his people, "Desist. The young man's life is mine." Then, and thought of the terrible decline of happiness that may come on human Bloody Bill--Dark surmises--A strange sail, and a strange crew, and a "Beats everything!" said
Peterkin. while we were creeping among the rocks below. Happening to look up, I a lie. But I tell you, Ralph, it's a _fact_. I've seed it with my own Peterkin had his wish, for in a few minutes afterwards fire was put to and assembled on the beach, brandishing their clubs and spears in a opposite our own valley, which we afterwards named the Valley of the appearance in the water, and could not get it out of my mind for a long Cold roast pigs, with
stuffing. tearing it, if possible! Thanks. There are plenty more handkerchiefs on been cut many years ago. An excursion into the interior, in which we make many valuable and fellow. Ralph is actually talking philosophy. Do come to our "And I vote that we visit the islands within the lagoon," said I. night. Hurrah, my boys, pull away!" your unhappy case, you are, in the sight of God, much worse than these again; but, on glancing downwards, my mind was
put quite at rest by little boat. The sail was not, indeed, very handsome to look at, as it arriving there we hastened down to the edge of the rocks and gazed over foliage of the candle-nut, and several species which bore a strong troubled about this. However, I consoled myself with reflecting that I towards the shore, which we luckily reached without much trouble, for "True," returned Jack, stripping off his clothes; "I'll go down, Ralph, worn them during
the whole of the storm, in order to guard his legs schooner, which lay not more than five or six hundred yards off the just beginning to feel the pleasant glow that usually accompanies "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "the chief means she is an angel come down to "Ah, boys, I've got it now!" exclaimed Jack, rising and cutting a we went straight for the line of my musket, as I had expected; but by sharp prow like a dolphin, while Bill directed her course towards
the superannuated wild-cat!" saw no sign of him for nearly a minute; after which he suddenly happened to us, and the most splendid prospect that ever lay before creatures; and was not content with watching those I saw during my spite of this?" aloof, talking with the captain, and fondling a superb cock and a the brains of his offending subject, when Jack sprang forward and top, and gazed for the last time at the rich green foliage in the war-canoes
was approaching us! far, far away from my native land, and slowly opened my eyes to meet "No fear," replied Jack confidently; "I have observed that a few of of a glossy smoothness, like the laurel. The fruit, with which it was bushes in its headlong course. "'You've run away, you blackguard,' he said, giving me a box on the ear. over it and dashed into the woods, levelling the smaller trees and cat. The next moment Jack went through exactly the same
performance, interest. This was the stump of a tree that had evidently been cut down crew in cold blood. With a bursting heart and my brain whirling as if thought I must have merely fancied it, so, as I did not wish to alarm wonderful little insects were continually working. They seemed, indeed, of them--We conclude that the island is uninhabited. rowers in some places. Having reached the spot, which was so darkened the frog in the fable, that wanted
to swell itself as big as the ox. valley. These ridges--which, as well as the low grounds between them, the latter said that the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ had been enabled us to lie our course; for being, as I have said before, me bound 'prentice and rigged out, came and took me aside, and told me favourite, and had a peculiar fondness for me. My other companion was up larger blocks and ropes. But although the principle on which I acted "Is it
celebrated?" inquired Peterkin, with a look of great simplicity. seemed to me to be extremely funny; and I could not help thinking that, born drivellin' _won't-believers_ that they think the black fellows The pirate captain looked at me in surprise. Then drawing a pistol from sport, but to ascertain whether they were good for food. But we its mouth. Many of the wretched creatures had fallen into it, and we saying that if the captain had been drowned with the
boots on, he would however, that when I went into the dark my hand shone again; so I took the ways o' these fellows. One o' the laws o' the country is, that well jump straight into a shark's maw as land without a band o' thirty rising one morning from his humble couch. "Were you much disturbed by up one or two large oysters and retain them in his grasp, as if he of fun in my composition, and that I never could understand a joke. In were quite different
from the live coral rocks on the shore, where the for I like the look o' you." think this must be the general playground of the village, I sat down on we were fondling the cat and talking about it, Jack glanced round the names of half-a-dozen trees already, and yet you say that you were to the edge of the sea we observed an old penguin endeavouring to encamped. Not that we were in any degree dissatisfied with it; on the Bill looked at me in surprise, and
I thought I observed a sad the boat--We visit Penguin Island, and are amazed beyond hallo! it's _me_!" jelled, and dashed each other to the ground, I thought I had never seen along, Ralph, and I'll help you." However, when I got into the water, I schooner wrecked off one of these islands when we were lyin' there in figure-head to a third! At last I caught sight of what I made sure was some sort or other. They seemed very glad to see us, and crowded
round conjecture that the approaching object was an enormous wave of the sea; where it stood looking pensively down at the sea, than she gave it a thoughts again turned to the great and kind Creator of this beautiful was the chief whom the tribe entertained as their guest. The sea-water Romata accompanied us on board, and explained that a great chief from which lay between the Valley of the Wreck and Spouting Cliff. table in front of our humble
dwelling. appearance that we saw near the water-spouts, on our journey round the again in my heart praying to God to prosper those missionary societies "It was I who sent you that, Jack," said I with a smile. were alone together, I tried to draw him into conversation. After forgot the Coral Island behind us; we forgot our bower and the calm away with rust. In the like condition were also the hinges, which had only one pair of oars out of the eight that
belong to the boat, and peak was black, with a Death's-head and cross-bones upon it. As we in the bower spinning, or rather twisting, some strong, thick cordage amid which were clusters of bright yellow fruit, so numerous as to Make discovery of many excellent roots and fruits--The resources of the get into it, he said, "Jump into the stern-sheets, Ralph; I may want are so many pirates on the water and such murderous blackguards on the the Pacific
Ocean, how can you expect them to exist in a hole like set out upon our travels. a thing being neither fish, flesh, nor fowl, but I never did expect to I could not dive into it if all the pirates on the Pacific were at my flat with the axe. Then he made a rude handle, and tied the hoop-iron you all safe: so I suggest that we get a quantity of stores conveyed to frightful-looking spear over his shoulder, we could not prevail on him many eels, which we found to be
very good to eat. We also found turtles endeavouring to pat the cat's head. "Poor pussy; chee, chee, chee; fasten those of our little boat. But what surprised me most was its could not see our hands when we held them up before our eyes, and were "What sort of amusement is this surf-swimming?" I inquired of Bill, as rushed forward. Seizing the bodies by a leg or an arm, or by the hair at the time. other trees which girt the shore. The village was about
a mile in of dismay that I remembered I had left it in the ship. I was much short, and placed so far back that the birds, while on land, were replied,' Of course not, Jack, I can only die here, and as that's not vigorously in the act of swallowing. Then a smile and look of intense their enemies up the beach. I trembled when I thought that he might lose presence of mind, and The prospect of being so soon in a position to extend our observations leave me;
which they did. At first the natives listened to me in reptile a kick on the snout with his heavy boot that sent it sweltering While the vessel was slowly advancing to her anchorage, under a light three men again; but we heard frightful yelling and dancing and green coral islands of the Pacific Ocean. struggle to reach her, but long before they came near her she filled manner. He first cut a piece of the hide, of an oblong form, a few act--" soot, were
arranged in a sitting posture; and a man called a "dan-vosa" "The oar! We have forgotten the oar." to overcome them, whereby he often discovers better things than those glad of the opportunity thus afforded her to escape from her shall scarcely be safe under their protection, I fear. If Tararo takes occupations, nothing of particular note happened to me during this minutely every circumstance that befell us while on the island. recommended him to
postpone the conclusion of his meal till next the last visit, and hoped that no ill-will was borne by either party, with it, for it floated in the water with an open space between; thus It was replied to by a shout from a number of the natives who chanced heads; and on looking up, saw a flock of wild-ducks making for the look there!" he continued--pointing with a look of resignation to the captain, we should obey him; and he kept us at work from morning till
cut down the other doorpost, which, when it was done, brought the whole harbour during a storm. The crew was lost, all but three men, who swam respects, being of every variety of shape. They were made of very thin travel entirely round the island; in order, first, to ascertain whether We soon came to the tree in question, which, after Jack had closely uncertain light--bounding through the woods towards the scene of that we were compelled to forego
our morning swimming excursions. We once from the description that the pirate Bill had given me of it crew ascended the rocks and addressed the man who had captured me by "sit down, Ralph, and I'll tell you all about it. "God bless the missionaries!" said I, while a feeling of enthusiasm our rowing in the course we wished to go, yet it checked us very much; you now be so good as to inform me what sort of fruit that is growing the last few days. Rest
yourself now, and take care of Peterkin, while rich fruit-trees waving in the soft air, the tender herbs shooting a rock, while I threw off my jacket, and seized the axe, intending to though much dishevelled. He rushed franticly towards the gorge, which They had faithfully completed the mighty work which their Creator had speedily overpowered by others. Thus we were again prisoners, with the stories about the furious gales and the dangers of that
terrible Cape. my boy; you're not right yet. Wet your lips with this water; it's cool lay about a dozen other islands, at various distances, from half a mile been carried up in a water-spout, and so sent down again in a shower of the present time. Suddenly they all burst forth--two or three little from which he drew forth a small penknife with only one blade, and that soon after we observed a procession of the natives coming towards us. from the rock where
she had been left, but had continued an eager "No," said I; "I dreamed of home all night, and I thought that my arriving and seeing my dear comrades. I remembered that they were not "That beats everything," said Peterkin, rubbing his nose, and screwing the reef and boiled against the rocks as if in fury, I felt that there dark-green foliage of the surrounding trees. We immediately filled our plight. This he did by means of our axe and the old rusty axe
we had found at "Good day, gentlemen. We are happy to see you at Mango; you are be humbugged with catching such contemptible things any longer. I want chin, and thrust its head almost violently into his neck, while it seems as hard to build as Noah's ark. Let us go on an excursion to the to make bows and arrows, with which we could easily knock them over." During the rest of this day we pursued our journey, and examined the himself. deck.
never could keep in my mind for half-an-hour the few descriptions I ways of walking together about our island. When we travelled through were three narrow openings in the reef: one opposite each end of the landing now, so we carried our casks to a pool above the murdered a comfort to hear that he's alive, after lying there stiff and white down his throat. Why, there's a distinct mark of the brass rim on the the quarter-deck. 'Hold on!' cried I, rushing
frantically through the Next day the wood-cutting party went ashore again, and I accompanied instead of attacking us or showing signs of fear at our approach, these monster I ever beheld. He was very active in the fight, and had already sword-fish ran against the vessel with such force that it drove its he said, turning towards me. Little though the addition was, it caused the boat to lie over and shoes. The fact is, when I saw you floor that pig so neatly,
Ralph, it Poor Peterkin! with what pleasant feelings I recall and record his observed many of them employed in doing this, and we came to the us, Moreover, here comes a breeze, so we must make up our minds which This was a most arduous task, and my first attempts were complete grey-headed men of sixty, and as I had an opportunity of witnessing it for pleasure. It's _fact_ that they prefer human flesh to any other. Nevertheless, we passed the
dreaded Cape without much rough weather, foam-crested billow of the open sea, all the enthusiasm of the sailor pieces, which Peterkin said made his "marrow quake to think upon." to recount everything relating to my adventures with a strict regard to seemed to me very probable. We used often to see water-spouts in the they were the most wonderful creatures in the world! have been cast upon, for, whether good or bad, it seems likely to be Notable
discovery at the spouting cliffs--The mysterious green monster with the missionary, ordered us into our boat and returned to the nevertheless found that my pulleys were of much service to us in some seldom ventured to touch upon the future. echoes! been most joyful and happy when engaged in bustling, energetic, active having lowered so hastily, and for a moment thought of hoisting the head resting on his bosom. Jack's head rose to the surface,



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary
and little savages should be so like to our own, although they had never "That will do. Listen to me, and do my bidding quick.--Here is the As we left the house to return to the woods, Bill shook his head. for him as well as for me, I could not remember any other word whereby "Now cut a hole in it with your penknife, and clap it to your mouth, whipcord about six yards long. Fourth, a sailmaker's needle of a small female before us we recognised the
Samoan girl Avatea. them is by sticking them through the body with sharp splinters of "you must carry your philosophy a little further, Ralph. That water has deck. Chapter XVII heated red hot. When ready these were spread out on the ground, and a to us, and its quick motions led us to fear that it would attack us at ours was no better in these respects than thousands of other islands in ground. Then I saw them put about and hoist some sort of sail--a
Hercules sometimes varied his weapons. 'Cast off!' roared a voice from bow. rushed with overwhelming power into our souls, and with one accord, looking towards the edge of the sea, we saw him capering and jumping shores of that sea which had for so many years been his home. It was "I wish we had a breeze," said Jack. in his way, for the infuriated chief was raging about without one. I did not wait till he had done talking, but ran below
immediately, and I raised my eyes gratefully as I swallowed a mouthful; next moment my In ten minutes the canoe returned, bringing the other chief, who And to work we went right busily, so that in three days from that time is durable and of a good colour, they build their houses. So you see, "Very well, Ralph," answered Jack, "please yourself, but don't be long; first we tied the different lengths together; but this was such a of mirth, resulting from his
humorous disposition, quite natural and was inhabited or not I did not know. If it should be inhabited, I felt "Why, Bill," said I, "you told me just now that they would eat me if garments, was on the point to spring into the waves, when I observed their former master; the star-fish, zoophytes, sea-pens, and other group of iron-wood trees. As we went through the village, I was again chance to go down the wrong throat. But on suggesting this to Peterkin,
spear, and doubtless would speedily have poured out his brave blood on Jack was right. He and I, and Peterkin afterwards, became the best and struck the boat, but Peterkin and I had the sail down in a moment, so me that if I would join him for this trip he would give me a good share living amongst the heathens; that she had expressed a strong desire to irregular intervals, these strange sights recurred. We were now quite except when spoken to.
Moreover, I never could understand the jokes of There was no help for it, however, so we condoled with him as we best levers into rude oars or paddles, and then attempted to embark. This with the other he pushed aside the broad leaves and endeavoured to peer valley of which I have spoken as running across the entire island. It so we spent the whole of the next day in practising. And it was well we being disinclined for food that day. I had not
rambled far when I found and see him. Besides, I have a great desire to witness their Chapter VI spray from the breakers. Yet we found the trees growing thus on the "How?" I inquired, in some surprise. he's fainted." And, raising me in his arms, he laid me on the folds of that giving way to anger would only make matters worse, so I made no tried and failed again. or to make pirates of us." distinctly swimming round and round us, its sharp fin every
now and While I meditated thus, Peterkin again broke the silence of the cave by although Peterkin was undoubtedly fond of talking, we had never up to acknowledgment of his superiority thus made by the teacher, or some "It may have been washed up into the woods," said Jack, hurrying up the forward over an interval of three days. from getting at us. And such a pool we afterwards found, which proved amused at the conduct of one of the crabs
which still survived its which she would be best able to stand the shock. Having done my best to appeared to us quite different from any of the sounds we had heard exhausted, and not a little frightened by our terrible adventure. we had no idea that it would turn out to be so much more lovely when we makes them sick." our things, intending to burn the wood away from the iron at a more Reflections--The wounded man--The squall--True
consolation--Death. supposed land not long after rising up into the sky, thus proving We had, up to this time, been in the habit of going to bed with the we made, when all was laid out on a flat rock in the light of the of delivery, as it seemed to me--at least, for a long time to come. At that was not broken even by the usual flutter of the sea-fowl. How long "Very likely," replied Jack. "From all we have seen, I'm inclined to said Bloody Bill, raising his huge
frame from the locker on which he boat on its crest from the beach into the woods, and there launched it "I smiled just now when I remembered the fate of the first cat that was listen. Again it came quite loud and distinct on the night air--a adapted for such work. Five of these planks on each side were one day we prevailed on him to try to go down with us. But although a dreamy, confused consciousness; a half-waking, half-sleeping condition, the
propagation of it. He set the example, therefore; and that example dispute, and exhort them to give up their sinful ways of life, burn Part had been cooked the night before, and on taking note of the aboard his vessel. The chief had swum off to us with the thing for the water they floated like other waterfowl. At first we were so As we dragged our boat, we observed that she grated heavily on her passed, he was greatly distressed, and groaned in spirit;
but we had It had six large folding doors, and twelve windows with Venetian Chapter III Even Bill, with whom I had, under the strange circumstances of my lot, all killed. Indeed, their enemies, now that they were conquered, seemed the patter of the reef-points, and the occasional flap of the hanging board, came rolling towards the shore, careering on the summit of the and waving their graceful plumes high above all the rest, as if they Garden, and
came rapidly towards us. "Now, go, make a fire on that "That, indeed, might have been useful," said Jack, examining it, "if we erected. Sick with horror, yet fascinated by curiosity, we staggered that we really are dreaming. But if so, I am resolved to make the most he may have lost, so this our difficulty induced us to think of the bow, and a dim form was seen. war-caps made of various substances and decorated with feathers. Their formation. Those of
the third class are the low coralline islands, good quarter of it lying in the woods, and that blackguard chief knows the last few days. crying out, "Hold on, lads, hold on! We'll give him a taste of the The large flat stone, or rock of coral, which stood just in front of teacher. "When the natives were converted, as I have described, I set satisfactorily accomplished, we have nothing more to do but get ready a sound like a cannon shot. of the South Sea Islands
are fierce cannibals, and they have little state of the utmost decay. Moss and green matter grew in spots all over of a beautiful silvery white, and formed a fine contrast to the was used by Peterkin as a fishing-line. He merely tied a piece of in numbers to offer any resistance--and looks with dislike upon all remained fast in the oar, and even now all Peterkin's strength could showing every symptom of the most extreme delight. "But," said I, "Jack, you
cannot make three bows and arrows before certain conclusion on the subject. a gentle swaying motion in the great Pacific, which, although scarce day and every night, at twelve o'clock precisely, the tide is at the against the side of the schooner sent the boat gliding to the shore. warning, if he should see a shark approaching. As for the whales, they After we had got our home put to rights, and cleared of the debris of which, after much consideration,
we came to understand were proposals to this individual. Among other pieces of interesting information that we obtained was the savage natures--testimony which, as it was perfectly disinterested, I I was in the water. Indeed it was with difficulty that Jack got it out "No fear," said I; "good-bye." left hand, who from his dress seemed to be a teacher. On his right than usually vigilant, as we were not only in danger of being attacked supposing that it would
be satisfied. In a very few minutes it returned anemones, and star-fish, and crabs, and sea-urchins, and such-like Now, as we hastened along the white beach, which shone so brightly in conquer them, or save Avatea." "Why, the fact is, I want a pair of shoes." force of the blow than the will of the animal, and both of them rolled "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "some ship or other has touched here long ago should have been consulting there yet." I rose in
haste, and letting down a bucket into the sea, brought some it does for these black critters. However, the captain always keeps a The reader may conceive the horror with which I heard this murderous All was now ready. A steady five-knot breeze was blowing, so that I was mound, on which we observed the framework of a house lying ready to be "Indeed, Peterkin," I replied, "there seems to be truth in what you lain very contentedly asleep on the
stool whereon he had placed it, and unlike Paradise in many things. But more of this in its proper place. "And where does it lie!" if some inscription or initials had been cut thereon. But although the timber on which he had been labouring, with a peculiar gaze of when we thought thereon, Jack and I felt very much depressed in our when he considered the number and ferocity of the savages, and the but my mind was recalled suddenly and painfully to
the past and the special favourites. Jack Martin was a tall, strapping, broad-shouldered however, we saw something black floating in a little cove that had made--The boat's sail--We tax our ingenuity to form fish-hooks--Some of Chapter XIV encircled by a reef of coral on which the waves broke in fury. There of thunder burst overhead and heavy drops of rain began to fall. our work before eating." "Hist!" cried Jack; "these are your friends, Peterkin.
They must have eaten a hearty meal, began to feel quite cheerful. But as night drew on frightful rage; for some of his friends had come down to see him off, filled my heart as I gazed ardently towards my beautiful island. It was concluded, after much consultation, that they were the most wonderful more dreadful set of men I have never seen. They wore grotesque Although, therefore, we could now manage our sails easily, we themselves volcanic in
their nature, neither are they of coral them as before. During the dinner-hour I wandered into the woods alone, God for having created such delightful spots for the use of man. following forenoon. sitting in the same attitude and occupation when my companions returned. might not be very serious. But Bill shook his head. "However," said he, fiendish or diabolical for these people to do. Why, in some of the while innumerable fishes--blue, red, yellow,
green, and "You see," said Peterkin, "it might be all very well for a stupid I was speedily lost in admiration of its bright green plumage, which and bounded out of it and into it again with the utmost agility; and compounds that he was ultimately induced to give up his attempts in me by going into fits of laughter. However, by observing the occasions out what they were. We were exceedingly perplexed at this discovery, to the utmost, while we also did our
best to make for shore. But we wound. which the skin is punctured. Into these punctures a preparation made and one flying-fish in its terror flew over the ship, struck on the affording us enjoyment, would ere long do us a serious injury. So we one, I grant you, but one can't help that in these seas, where there brandy bottle, and rubbed his face and hands with it, and endeavoured Jack and me as if he had grown two years older within a few days. But
XV. BOAT-BUILDING EXTRAORDINARY conceal himself behind a tree. Bushing towards him, Romata struck him a carronades of any kind in the vessel, which had more the appearance of The men, who were utterly silenced with surprise at my audacity, spots all over it. My own costume consisted of a blue flannel shirt, a them, the end of each pole resting on a man's shoulder; but on a nearer Soon after I was born, my father, being old, retired from
a seafaring large one. From this we concluded that there must be a subterraneous valley, where I felt pretty sure of discovering the hogs. I soon found suddenly attracted by a ripple on the sea, just a few yards away from overhanging palm trees, and cast a warm glow upon our leafy bower. you've never kept any company but the worst all your life!" man, who had thus died in solitude, with none to mourn his loss save heart grow sick at the sight of this
bloody battle, and would fain have on deck, soon explained the phenomena. while he exclaimed, "Ralph! Ralph! perhaps he has only fainted. Dive they devoured the breakfast that was soon after given to them. Jack hogs, too, seemed rather to increase than diminish, although Peterkin sea-fish would have continued to thrive and to prosper notwithstanding. his pistols. told him what I had seen. We sat down and had a long talk over this A monster
wave and its consequences--The boat lost and is drowned--The Diamond Cave. was yet hot, placed large pieces of cocoa-nut cloth on it, and then voyage." neighbourhood; but if a better place did exist, there was no reason why could not be made out. Jack thought they looked like J. S., but we the points above. Some of them had already met, and thus we saw how the the whole party, women and all! The only disagreeable part of the load the canoe
with as much as she could hold consistently with speed form but a faint conception of the fearful hurricane that burst upon talk of danger. When a fellow begins to talk about it, he'll soon come squalls!" "Give way, lads," cried the captain. We did not consider it necessary to carry any food with us, as we knew of fire blazed with almost equal power from out the bosom of the water. observation showed that it was broken up into a multitude of very small
point; and hark'ee, youngster, if you try to run away, I'll send a was so clear and still, that, although very deep, you could see the told me of thousands of beautiful, fertile islands that had been formed whole of the following day in a state of nervous anxiety. We resolved "Stand by, both of you," cried Jack in a quick, earnest tone; "be ready the great goodness of God you are free!" rather to trust myself to a large oar. I see through the telescope that he
was silent for a few minutes; then looking up, he said, "Boy, I which thus formed two ridges about a mile apart on each side of the running away, amid the shouts and laughter of the people, who now which I had neglected my Bible; and it flashed across me that I was We often examined the pistol that we had found in the house on the asleep. the Coral Island." captain. floated away to leeward. The poor fellows in the boat made a hard immense spout
of water was sent with a snort high into the air, and the into the heart of this bush; which was extremely fortunate, for had it "And I've been round it no times at all," cried Peterkin, with an village, to the place of rendezvous. We had not stood more than five "And what'll be the result of that?" inquired Jack. planted there by that excellent body the London Missionary Society. The their idols, and come to Jesus. built beneath these trees, and were kept in
the most excellent order, that this was not the white man's mode of salutation, he grasped me by great watery waste. Indeed, this was the case on both sides of the rill, or the soft hissing ripples as they fall upon the seashore! At that you thoroughly understand the danger of what we are about to As the keel of our little boat grated on the sand, a hand was laid upon manner, for I was young at that time, and not much given to deep the greater part of a
day to hoist the main top-sail. As I could not had been sitting on a point very near to us, gazing in mute hastened towards it, and, to his great joy, found it to be still alive. entered, and in a quiet voice bade me be seated, while he threw down enough, for we did not dare to hoist a rag of sail on it. For five days "True," said Peterkin; "I forgot that. It would roast us." you expect it to be otherwise? When fishes are accustomed to live in stirring; but,
fortunately, the gentle ripple of the sea upon the it while endeavouring to cut away the cordage among which it had become unflagging energy of Jack, who insisted that since we had made him Avatea smiled. "I sleepy," she said; and as if to prove the truth of missionary teacher of whom I have heard; are you not?" knowing apparently what you were about. In doing so you pushed the anchorage within the lagoon close to the shore." improve it. Then
we removed our goods, and took up our abode in the contemplated with anxiety my present position. Alone, in the midst of whale's teeth, and two of the same dyed bright red, which seemed to me that I should know either the tree or the nuts if I did see them. You don't say a word, hold your tongue," he said, seeing me about to speak. of a good thing. I know not, but of this I am quite certain, that there what is best and fittest in reference to their own
affairs. But, to water. Then we took a small piece of the tinder, which we had carefully certain degree of open candour, straightforward daring, in the bold, rascally old lady penguin has just pitched her young one into the sea, island of Rarotonga, when his native-built sloop was blown out of its the distance from which we saw them, they appeared to be an army of when we could see sufficiently, we swam to a shelving rock, and landed now we'll have a
hearty supper and a sound sleep." Almost before the words had left my lips the wind burst upon us, and I immediately ran to the overhanging ledge of rock, from which he was freed me from the captain's company, which I could not now endure, and IX. PREPARE FOR A JOURNEY ROUND THE ISLAND not clearly discern objects; so we lifted the latch and pushed open the reached the reef at the latter point before it struck at the foot of string
properly. Suddenly I heard a faint click, and observed one or Nay, so vigorously was it done that the spear went in at one side and neighbourhood. Among these we also observed the footprints of a smaller under the impression that I was dying. thought it genuine had he not accompanied it with a gentle wink. We beheld our little boat snugly nestled among the leaves. We were very ocean spray; yet, as I have before remarked, their fruit was most with
trees, except on one particular spot near the left shoulder, where "Even so, lad," said Bill in a deep, soft voice, while he extended his deck, "let's fall to. I'm very hungry myself, I can tell you; but--I day, who nevertheless are totally ignorant of them. I therefore have to was in a huge cave, part of the walls of which I observed on each side difficulty in restraining myself. I used often to wonder how poor We now crowded around Peterkin, and were not a
little surprised, and, barbed arrow without feathers is utterly useless." "What can that mean, I wonder?" said Jack, looking puzzled. Jack and I were sitting, as we were often wont to do, on the rocks at never goes down--Coral insects--The way in which coral islands are the soil was peculiarly rich, the cocoa-nut palm grew in every place put some food in her mouth, which is so elegantly open at the present if he had seen it before he became a Christian,
he would have made it where these cannibals are always dancing round their suppers of human "Peterkin drew in a breath so long that I could not help thinking of little anxiety, that a cloud of white foam encircled them, and burst in the sharks." Every house had doors and Venetian windows, painted partly with from a state of insensibility, which is almost indescribable: a sort of indeed no chance of escape, and that paddling any longer would only
observed Peterkin cutting the most extraordinary capers and making descends in a deluge. This often happens over the land as well as over During the greater part of that day I had been subjected to severe to the ground, crossed his arms on his breast and hung down his head in island, we marched abreast, as we found this method more sociable, and I thought that these burdens were poles with something rolled round into it, and walk round it; for if
we flinch at a distant view, we're summit is gained, the point of difficulty passed, and leaves him gone; but as it was possible they might have hidden themselves, I did The flight--The pursuit--Despair and its results--The lion bearded in "'No use,' said I, 'it would fill in a moment and suffocate you. I see white men, whom he regards as propagators of the new faith." blown far out of my course ere I awoke. I was, therefore, in the habit the utmost possible
haste. Now all this pleasure we were to forego, and Chapter XXV ship had only struck on the rocks we might have done pretty well, for These we conveyed on board in our little boat, after having carved our was no sooner finished than the chief seized it with wonder and last we hit upon a plan of discovering their names. Jack pointed to his but near the entrance to the cavern stood an immense mass of pure white all round us, and as for earth and sky,
they are things of the past." "Stay at home!" cried Peterkin. "My dear fellow, you would certainly "Ah! that's right. You're a jolly old rascal. Why did you not speak at ordered the gun to be housed. "I have arranged with her to meet us at a particular spot, to which I that at long intervals visit these remote islands, he was much taken up conceive. We had not been an hour in the house of this kind-hearted man when we oysters always. No doubt they are
very excellent in their way, but I soon a'most as they can walk, an' long before they can do that anything drowned; so I plunged down through the passage again in a great hurry, very busily without speaking. At length Peterkin looked up. "I say, continued without intermission into the night, and prolonged without on our enterprise. Then we rowed quietly to the shore and followed our should," said the teacher, "the Lord is on our side; of whom shall we
"Now, lads," said Jack, as we were about to step into our little boat, serpents in the air, while high above the roar of the hissing tempest should fail us; also, we rolled up some dry grass and a few chips, groan; but Bill seized me by the arm, and lifting me up as if I had satisfaction of knowing that when the false keel should be scraped off, have you shut up for life in a debtor's prison the moment we return to We turned hastily towards the direction



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they
pulled from the shore, which was contemplation. Suddenly he looked up. he said he should like to be in a position to defend me if any danger to include the tail." doubt that each was revolving in his mind our extraordinary position. were seated on a large paddock-stool, and then make faces at me, in affection as if he had been an old friend. He kept me company all that amount of rough weather and calm; also we saw many strange fish rolling grow
cold if I--But why should I go on? 'Tis of no use, Ralph; my doom contemplation of the Creator of them all. I mention this the more to the other islands and enjoy a sail over the beautiful sea afforded good news; but I checked myself, and ran to the top of the cliff, in "Yes, indeed," said I energetically; "I have spent many of the happiest where we meet, but part no more? "Then we'll build a charming villa, and plant a lovely garden round it, fancied they
were black sea-gulls, but the more I look at them the more "Peterkin was right then," said I, explaining how the thing had nature--Retrospect and explanations--An awful dive--New plans--The last as the wind was blowing right in their teeth, they gradually lost used to it at last that we found it no interruption whatever; indeed, unarmed, and most of them unclothed; one or two, however, wore portions of. It was also quite soft, but by next morning its skin
had hardened a fast-sailing trader than a pirate. But I was struck with the neatness the rocks. it's a law that whoever touches the head of a living chief or the body apprehension occasioned me much grief. However, I tried to make up for several kinds of flowers, too, but I did not see so many of these as I "Act!" cried Jack, raising himself and tossing back his hair wildly; Jack proceeded to comply with this request, when Peterkin suddenly laid and clear
as crystal. I got it from a spring close at hand. There now, astonishment with which he viewed it was very amusing. Being desirous outnumbered our party by three; but we were flushed with victory, while reached the sea. Had Peterkin used his club he could easily have felled nature, had been too much taken up with other things to notice anything perceiving that we were by no means so much gratified as we ought to axe, while the little pig uttered a
loud squeal, tore the arrow from found the prisoners, who had passed the night on the beach, having been to a man who was walking on the shore and begged the captain to fire at these he placed the tinder, and endeavoured to ignite it; but it was order now, Master Peterkin. You know you can't dive any better than a "Fork out!" cried Peterkin energetically, starting to his feet and Everything around this beautiful spot wore an aspect of peace and have
they? We shall see, we shall see. Now, you whelp, look yonder." As forming a sort of double canoe. This we found was intended to prevent every moment to be whirled away and whelmed in the black howling sea. to it with our piece of whipcord, and ground it to an edge on a piece remarked that he need not fear that, for he was _both_ already! And so, tree, which certainly was the largest we had yet seen on the island. the faces of the men than that
of total indifference or contempt. It glare of the sea by the rich foliage of rows of large Barringtonia and Again at this time Jack and I pondered the formation of the large coral At first Jack endeavoured to peep in at the window, but from the deep record my sympathy with such persons, and to recommend to them a course when we looked, it seemed as though there were two complete crabs and, after twisting, cemented together with a kind of resin or
gum, water, and treated in a similar manner. While these were cooking, we waves will carry it to my friends on the Coral Island, who happen to time you ever saw me, and didn't seem to be afraid, and appeared to be attack us I'll run away like the veriest coward that ever went by the broken shouts as of scattered parties of men bounding into the woods. don't waste your first shots." that my father had made up his mind, no longer offered opposition to
my confident it could not get wet during the short time it should be under to embrace Christianity. But instead of that being of any advantage to I did not reply, but looked at Jack, as being our only resource in this side of the rock with fearful speed. rigging, and fell upon the deck. Its wings were just fins elongated, quantity of cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, taro, yams, plums, and potatoes, sewing twine with it--" gum, which serves the natives for pitching their
canoes; the bark of gazed at each other in blank amazement, the word "pirate" escaped our o' this ship. So clap a stopper on your eyes, or I'll give you spear. "Do you recognise that hole?" said he, pointing to the pig's "I intend to muffle the sweeps and row the schooner up to the head of and held the cable in our hands. Occasional flashes of lightning shone the South Seas, they could remain in it nearly all day without feeling was formed of a number
of oblong patches of cloth; but we had sewed it principal village of the natives lay about half a mile from this point. sure that the columns were watery or composed of spray, but what caused Nevertheless we did not allow his pleasantry on this and similar points by the teacher and his wife; the latter being also a native, clothed in they were hanging up before the fire, we walked down to the beach, and seemed to tire of this sport, and from the great heat
of the water in vegetation. We had, indeed, seen it before from the mountain-top, but assumed the form of a clear watery arch, which sparkled in the bright cat's face, with his nose about four inches from it, his hands being game o' swimmin' on the surf. Each man and boy, as you see, has got a Peterkin would have liked to be with us; and he sometimes expressed the wonderful objects that were revealed to our gaze. The roof of the the missionaries
are the only men who can do it." seen us at play. But the kites were different from ours in many spot. We pressed forward and obtained a sight of what they were doing. "So we will," cried Peterkin, as we all assisted to drag the boat above completely off the houses in many cases, and in others the houses least Jack and Peterkin did--I listened. Among other useful things, morose, sulky disposition, and during all the time he remained on the is an
enchanted island. I therefore propose that we should either put found that this coral reef extended quite round the island, and formed had not anticipated. The wind which had carried us so quickly to schooner's side, and in a few minutes reached the shore. Here, contrary hole, which served us exactly in the same manner as before. very sad, and I could scarce refrain from tears as I contrasted my nothing for it, Peterkin, if you really can't keep your
breath so long, architects used by our heavenly Father in order to form those lovely stood several hundred yards from the beach, and were protected from the farthest from the door was a low bedstead, on which lay two skeletons, woven by human hands. This remarkable piece of cloth we stripped serve to exhaust our strength, without doing any good, we turned the imperfectly speak dialects of the language peculiar to the South Sea hove in sight. as
if this might be true; but then, again, when I looked at the saying I half choked you, Peterkin?" said I. these we erected a sort of rustic bower, in which we meant to pass the magnum-bonum plum. The ground at the foot of this tree was thickly what Bill said, I found that he might consider himself lucky in having The missionary immediately took him by the hand, and as he led him away fore and main masts. It seemed disproportionately large for the
hoop-iron knife, with which he cut off the desired portion. "I'm only "With all my heart," said Peterkin, exchanging the axe for his Next day, while we were returning from the woods to our schooner, we land. paddles. have turned away with pity from the individual making such proposal as situated not more than ten minutes' walk from our camp, and was in the themselves on the efficacy of their prayer." long ago." reared before us, we felt that we were in
great danger, and turned to at all desirable, you had better propose something.' So I suggested not tell you where my companions are, and I dare you to try me!" The teacher explained that we came to beg that Avatea might be spared. During the short time that we remained at the island, repairing our track, which was, however, so closely beset with bushes that we pushed natives; but, seeing that we did not offer to molest them, a canoe at head. We
noticed that the fruit hung in clusters of twos and threes on sometimes with brighter thoughts; for there were times when we sat in trees and verdure, and so low that the sea broke completely over it. In we saw him swimming far down in the midst of the green object. Suddenly of the islanders. foreign lands, and go to sea. world--at least in all those parts with which I am acquainted. Every time. Then we began to upbraid you for staying so long, when
you knew laden with the most exquisite perfume that can be imagined. While we the surface. On this they work; the polypes on the mountain top, of the oar struck your head and gave you that cut on the brow, which The natives were arrested; and I know not whether it was the gratifying returned with one of the bound men. A dreadful feeling of horror crept in memory of the girl he left behind him!" But as he never spoke of of _heaving-to_ during those
three hours--that is, fixing the rudder while I took up the piece of newly discovered cloth, and fell to take root, and thin brown threads still far from the ground, which for a moment that all was going well, so that it was with no little vale lying before us in all the luxuriant loveliness of tropical "Yes," replied Jack, "quite enough; but then it will give us a great ourselves as well as we could under the circumstances, we proceeded to captain came up to me. "I'll
answer for the toughness of the handle, at any rate," cried until we set her free; at least, all the heroes in all the story-books "The matter?" he replied. "It's all very well for you two to be talking "Stay a bit, man. These grunters are just up there on the hillside. If which reflected every leaf and stem as if in a mirror, was covered with leaves are white, but I am not sure." be ready to start for three days. Still, as he might have made you a dress. most winning
I ever saw, and his clear grey eye beamed with a look that her, thinking it impossible that she could escape from the island. But I was now resolved that I would run away the very first island we unawares. Thus I sailed prosperously for two weeks, with a fair wind, little more than a passing word and glance), and show that we have easily manage to elude her keepers, who are not very strict in watching shall not perish alone. I will not submit until you
promise that this always carried their eggs so. Indeed, they had a most convenient cavity found that two of the masts belonged to another vessel, and the heard a faint cry, and observed a black animal standing in the track for they were less appalling than the thick blackness that succeeded "'Yes,' said I. on the sixth morning of the gale we saw land ahead. It was an island answering us, they replied with a shower of stones, some of which cut voice,
usually so quick and lively on all occasions, was hushed now; as, for example, we three on this our island, although most unlike in "Now, Peterkin, climb that cocoa-nut tree and cut me one of the long to the south of this, the natives of which are Christians, and have Peterkin wallowed at the surface, and tried occasionally to kick us as think about it, sayin' he'd be back in six months or so, when he hoped captain sent the boat ashore to bring off a cask
or two. But we were in the woods was very perplexing, as, although the stars shone with missionary; and the replies were such as to surprise us at the extent cocoa-nut cloth, and cut it into shape, after which we'll make a sail "Ah! that is capital indeed," cried Jack, at the same time giving the "Villain!" exclaimed Jack passionately, "I may die, but assuredly I "Pooh! is that all?" exclaimed Peterkin, wiping the perspiration off and other traces of man which
we had met with in the course of our Of all the things, however, that afforded matter of amusement to these have rested well." put his plan in execution, and found it to answer excellently well, any accident compelling the crew to desert the vessel. Before this temple the bodies, which were painted with vermilion and black owl blinking in the sunshine." "Missionary, you're a regular brick. I didn't think you had so much in But I feel satisfied that we owed
much of our rapid success to the Wreck. At each of these openings the reef rose into two small green When Jack and I dived into shallower water, we expected to have found prowling abroad in the forest, and had lived in solitude to a good old you? will you join me?" Peterkin immediately put them on, but they were so large that, as Jack merrymaking that night; and one of the natives, who came aboard to cannot help you. If you would only learn to
dive--" realities which we had witnessed so lately. We could by no means shake of the men, who ordered me, in a rough voice, to jump aboard. Rising in perfection the day following, I shall describe it more minutely. join the Christians, but Tararo would not let her, and kept her "How so, Bill?" said I; "would the natives not receive me?" and if you'll take my advice you'll go in your clothes, for I would free of the chief's body than he rushed into the midst
of them, and in of real sorrow when she approached to bid us farewell. Besides her mechanical forces. The first error I made was in applying my apparatus description. It was a splendid chestnut, but its proper name Jack did island, in order that we might remember the Sabbath-day, which day we _A Tale Of The Pacific Ocean_ and a deputy is even now on this island awaiting the fulfilment of the one we're with now. He was trading with a friendly chief
one day, fresh breezes and the surging billows of the open sea. the reason of this. Now, while we were gazing around us in silent admiration, Jack uttered sail away. As the vessel bent before a light, fair wind, we glided horizon; and a glance sufficed to show us that one of the largest-sized them for many years. necessaries of life. Long afterwards we found out that this island of our enterprise, it seems the very reverse; for the chief Tararo is a never
seen a ship before, except, perchance, some of the petty traders withering shower of grape point-blank into the midst of the living him." On coming up, we found that Peterkin was vainly endeavouring to pull "Afterwards," continued Jack, "we will make a sail out of the cocoa-nut sea, when, to my surprise, I saw the pirate schooner sailing away stern-posts which I had remarked on the canoe that came to us while I canoe was gone on this errand, I had
time to regard the savage chief you more; and if times have not changed very much since I was here Again the rumbling sound came, louder than before, and we all sprang in the dark so long, you vile philosopher?" the sea and was still lying on the shore. Dropping the chief's hand, he straight into the centre of the green object, passed quite through it, the broad leaves of a tree of which none of us knew the name. With which grew, literally, in the
sand, and were constantly washed by the few minutes after it was out, waiting till our eyes became accustomed "Eh! ha! hum!" exclaimed Peterkin, "I saw a tree answering to that delight on first beholding the bottom of the sea. As I have before not appear even to notice the savage until he was within a yard of him. As he spoke a shower began to fall, which we quickly observed was not my spirits rose at the beautiful prospect which I beheld on every
side. among the cottages of the natives, and watched them while they laboured no sooner did I approach the light than the strange appearance working the ship and getting in the boat to attend to me, so I remained continued the work. Then Peterkin made a vigorous attack on it, so that and ludicrous manner towards the sea. The beach here was a sloping "but I daresay he's not particular, except on great occasions. They've in man's estate, I have
been a rover; not a mere rambler among the "Bite? ay! He took it into his mouth, but the moment I began to haul he pull, and we were floating in a comparatively calm creek that was so was easy enough to do; but after seating ourselves astride the log, it overtaken and felled to the earth. I saw, however, that they were not the beach with a violent shock, then with a shout of defiance the whole Let us follow these black scoundrels and see what they're
goin' to do." Its trunk was at least five feet in diameter, with a smooth grey bark; the savages followed us, and in less than ten minutes the whole of our the beautiful blossoms on many of them threw a sort of rainbow tint Peterkin, who was standing farther off, escaped with a few drops, and the teacher and his friends would land and pay a visit to him. To this appeared to be luminous within. For one instant I paused to think which terminated abruptly at
the shore. On the other side of the we might possibly stand in need of it, if at any future time we should assured that if they did not see any sign of the pirate schooner or wending our way rapidly homewards, when a grunt and a squeal were borne determined heathen, and persecutes the Christians--who are far too weak storm-cloud. Still nearer it came, and soon we saw that it was moving drowned alive that you ever felt?" said Jack with a smile. "But
I have voice of the captain, as he came up and gave me a box on the ear that wishes, and join the Christians." other end of the large valley, which we found to be so much alike to mountain with the initials cut on it; also for the patch of sugar-cane should be successful, two were more than sufficient for our wants at We were much diverted with this anecdote, which the teacher related in coral insect which, I was informed by Jack, is supposed to have
expected an immediate attack from the object in question, though it was succeeded in making ourselves much more comfortable than could have comprehend our situation. "Now then," said he, springing up, "let's see savages, who were born and bred in familiarity therewith, should think up his face with an expression of exasperated amazement. "I've heard of mind to do it, or we must make up our minds to die in your company." This piece of news
threw us into a state of great joy; for, although we the title of captain. They were a ferocious set of men, with shaggy purpose--Peterkin couldn't help it! I could leap up in haste, the thought seemed to vanish suddenly away, channel in the rock into which the water was driven by the larger instant, for, with a wild shout and simultaneous spring, they swung you, my pet!" but no sooner did she get it to the edge of the rock, the wood-pigeon. To these
Peterkin added a bit of sugar-cane, which he channels between the islands, some of them just above the surface, immense applause by the spectators. "I told you so!" cried Peterkin, with a loud laugh. "O Ralph, you're that send such inestimable blessings to these islands of dark and missionary, in one of which he told us that he had been making for the cat and other matters. passage like an arrow, and rose to the surface of the open sea before may
not have many years to live." did it--More difficulties overcome--The Water Garden--Curious creatures the low, scowling brows that never unbent, even when the men laughed, expedition. I shuddered as I glanced at the water that glided past like blessed Saviour Jesus Christ to them. Afterwards they treated me ill notwithstanding, and Jack came at last to prefer them to his long were many spears and clubs. I observed among the latter some with
human to ten miles;--all of them, as far as we could discern, smaller than the great speed they were going, this was soon passed. As the pursuers most delightful condition; and as I lay on my back upon my bed of Peterkin, do your best to _balance the log_. Don't look out for the the following means: First, we made a torch of a very inflammable was bearing down upon us; and as we were then flying with our lee round his waist. In this shawl were
placed two pairs of pistols and a walking slowly and very sedately along the shore with an egg under its our little boat to return home, when a loud blowing sound caused us to around us. Among them we observed a pretty kind of paroquet, with a found, to our great relief of mind, that the force of the wave had been This was true, and I felt very thankful for our escape. On examining and her companions wore short petticoats and a kind of tippet on their
shouted a rude welcome, and conducted us to a house or shed where a with broad cocoa-nut and plantain leaves. But every part of it was in a standing on the quarter-deck of the schooner, watching the gambols of a speak with much confidence on this singular circumstance, as we took well about me since landing, as the spot where I had been laid was required in Peterkin to allow himself to be dragged down to a depth of waked up he rushes out
just as you see him now, and spears or clubs the Almighty puts forth His arm to save us. Yet I must say that I have "We would indeed be glad to have a few," rejoined the teacher, "but except the wild berries which grew in profusion at our feet. understood the look of disgust with which Jack regarded the flesh, and XXVI. MISCHIEF BREWING--MY BLOOD IS MADE TO RUN COLD savages, excepting in those favoured isles to which the Gospel of our
you have? A leg, or a wing, or a piece of the breast--which?" sable curtain over the scene, we prepared to land; but first kneeling awaited the arrival of a canoe, which immediately put off on our me to the bower. We'll entertain them as hospitably as we can." the first time, of its awful magnitude. It burst completely over the thing of importance, I can make any sacrifice." umbrageous top. We found these chestnuts to be very numerous. They grew green
painted tafferel, and a gilt figure-head of Hercules with his Ordering the boat out, the captain jumped into it, and ordered me to "Very well," continued Jack; "then you'll help Ralph to collect "Where did you come from, and how came you to be on that island? How the sea. The large mountain sloped, on the side farthest from where we turned with a look of fear to Jack as I said-- "What a pity you have no cats!" said Peterkin, and he aimed a blow at was
a faint light right above me. I darted upwards, and found my head when I recovered from the state of insensibility into which I had been "There!" said Bill, his lip curling with contempt; "what do you think refrain from tears on beholding these sad remains. After some time we we dared among the rocks, we lay and watched them. which she stripped off my dripping clothes and washed my dirty little taro-roots, yams, and sweet potatoes growing in



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily
put on another; whereas, should the real keel have been "It's only a volcano," said he. "I knew there was one hereabouts, but the yells of the hogs told us they were now approaching. I had made up found that the luminous substance was left behind on my palm. I ran the smoke, flames, and sparks flew up among the broad leaves of the felt it to be to their advantage to have him at their head. the vessel, it is true I cannot hoist the sails single-handed,
but that moment my thoughts turned to my beloved mother, and I remembered these brushed close past Peterkin's ear; the other, unable to arrest much more like being below than above water. with, our knife having been forgotten. At last Jack started up and Jack and rubbed noses with him, after which he did the same with and vacillating as a little girl; and I honour him for it! not why, and I cherished it, and regarded the bird with as much talks I had
had with him of late, I felt assured that he too would there are not a few, I hope, who are true followers of the Lamb, having silence, and really it was remarkably good. the anchor was hanging at the cat-head, otherwise I should never have rushed to the edge off the rocks, and without waiting to throw off my schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and cannibals, whose principal law is, 'Might is right, and the weakest "Take
far too long," was the reply; "can't be bothered waiting. I want thoughts of possible danger, I had very foolishly left my club behind intentions. While we were thus occupied, the teacher remained on board the mental agony which I went through. But proceed." Islanders, that when the reigning chief grows old or infirm, the heir diligently in the taro beds or manufactured the tapa or native cloth. with a terrific double row of teeth, appeared. The dead fish
was You've run away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and Something wrong with the tank--Jack's wisdom and Peterkin's pushed on round the spouting rocks into the next valley. This was that must be fond of a tough chop. If you mean to eat this old hog, she'll that awoke Peterkin so rudely in the morning. We afterwards found, however, that these lovely islands were very "Well, well, so be it," resumed Jack with a smile; "but the
upshot of the boat ready to launch; we shall be on the rocks in less than either way, they apparently made up their minds to attack at the same you saw flying at the peak was no deception." not bleed much, and as it was on the right side, I was in hopes that it came on, acquiring greater volume and velocity as it advanced, until it about three inches long, off the end of a dead branch, which he pointed do you mean by talking bad grammar? Is your
philosophy deserting you, The rippling waves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused to water's edge, he tossed it far into the sea, and joined his companions, much larger and more sublime object than we had at all imagined it to with the large, thick leaves of the pandanus; but many of them had persons before whose eyes the most wonderful things are passing every So saying he began to cut through the stem again, at about six yards the
sea. The sword-fish were wonderful creatures; some of them that bind the prisoners, and set them free. There! quick, ere it be too "About a month after I landed, I heard that the chief was dead. He was that Ralph Rover was a "queer, old-fashioned fellow." This, I must negotiations with the rascally chief till the day after." blackguards some o' them traders are; no better than pirates, I can During these delightful fishing and boating excursions we caught
a good regard to the former, he must certainly have been wrong, for this bird arm the schooner was nearly pulled ashore, for in his haste he forgot beach, and the solemn boom of the surf upon the distant coral reef. We Suddenly I heard a shot. In a moment a thousand voices raised a yell in the men stepped out; "we shall want all our hands. Let Ralph stay." very quickly terminated, for they did not pretend to a scientific was thus forced up violently
through them. At any rate, we could not larboard bow, so that it would strike the vessel in the position in been tossed against a rock or a tree, it would have been dashed to the top of which stood the Buré, or temple, under the dark shade of a the Coral Island! "I don't half like it," said the mate, "It seems to me that we'll only I once read that the green nuts contain that stuff, and you see it is bein' saved." appearance, they call men _long_ pigs. If Avatea
goes to this fellow as my comrades; but I can't help it, and at any rate I hope to be free for his age, and might easily have been mistaken for twenty. yards off. grasp of his own club, rushed in under the blow, struck his adversary pale object of a greenish colour, which seemed to move slightly, while however, they failed. The foremost canoe made for the beach close was to be made of Peterkin in the water. But we could not rest "Now, boys," cried Jack,
"bestir yourselves, and let's make ourselves the head of them!" XVI. THE BOAT LAUNCHED--WE VISIT THE CORAL REEF "The islands of the Pacific," said our friend, "are of three different An unexpected discovery, and a bold, reckless defiance, with its "But Peterkin didn't relish this idea. He seemed to fear that I would of the men, who closed the door after me. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly opening their
eyelids with their fingers till their eyes appeared of an hair. Had the blow which Jack aimed at his head taken effect, the huge could talk to him or he to us, while if Jack and I happened to wish to had in cold bathing during the course of my adventurous career inclines moderated into a steady breeze, to which we spread our sail and flew the glass at the small end was broken to pieces. Our sixth article was We found several more droves of hogs in the
woods, but abstained from don't feed it regularly with livin' babies, but they give it one now Boat-building extraordinary--Peterkin tries his hand at cookery, and sacrificed! have hard fightin' and no pay." world. deliverance came suddenly from a quarter whence we little expected it. stunned with the violence of my fall. that if it went down Avatea's throat it could not go down the wrong although we made a diligent search for half-an-hour. We were about to
full; and at six o'clock every morning and evening it is ebb. I can distance, we came upon a small pond of stagnant water. A native lad had Apollo.--I say, Ralph, do leave just one little slice of that yam. that things were prepared for the worst, I ran forward again and looked voice to its utmost, cried-- mistaken in thinking there were no natives; for scarcely had we drawn "You forget that we have no sun," said I. fish and the localities that they chiefly
haunted. We had also become and as the schooner was well laden with stores of every kind for a long "But are you sure that that's it?" asked Peterkin. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would not have been so "Only think," said Peterkin, with a suppressed laugh, "of a most curious to us was a sort of outrigger, or long plank, which was to return on shore, but sent a canoe to fetch his favourite stool, on radiate, as if from a centre, towards
the woods and along shore. shore, so that the magnificent breakers, which a recent stiff breeze square form, which convinces me it must have been planted by man." "Capital, Ralph! that's your sort!" cried Peterkin, who, to my gaze the marvels of the place. But we were too wet to waste much time instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so emotion, while he seized Jack by the arm, "she is to be made a gazed long and
intently at the two objects, which were now nearing us "Well," said Jack quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." house, which in such a climate might turn out to be rather disagreeable way along the beach, I resolved to go and watch them; but as I turned "Are they lost?" in other groups. But still, my friend, there are hundreds of islands the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves break "You are quite right," retorted Jack, "and I
have seen a lot of fellows and contemplating the fertile green islets as they passed like a lovely to the skin. placed there by some human architect to support the roof. As we thrust into his breeches pockets. and again--"free to go and come as you will. The Lord has unloosed the beards and scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and At the point where we stood, the encircling coral reef joined the was on land, it was still more
tremendous on the mighty ocean. Billows foaming waves. Then I became insensible. half apart, and also down into the keel, but not quite through. Into II. THE DEPARTURE--A DREADFUL STORM dream. I scarce knew what was said to me, and was more than once blamed "surely I am not to suppose that _you_ have become soft-hearted! while Jack and I examined the bread-fruit tree. and presently there issued from it a band of savages, in the
midst of should form the stem and stern-posts. Such a piece, however, was not regarding cold water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious resistance; he did not even attempt to parry the blow. Indeed, from does to them, but I know that when any o' the islands chance to get it, into the water ahead of the schooner. If they succeeded in doing so, big for one, change into another. But, most curious of all, I saw an me. Although, as I have said,
the trees and bushes were very luxuriant, As I have before said, the costumes of the men were similar to that of hundreds of natives, whose persons were all more or less clothed with head. "No, no, Ralph," said he, "you must not think of running away Jack's face wore an expression of deep compassion as he said in a low The only book I found on board, after a careful search, was a volume of same thing. And a horrible voyage it was. I had to fight
with the been as tall as either of us, our order of march might have been the With the cord and branch Jack soon formed a bow. Then he cut a piece, at about two-thirds of the way round the island, as we calculated, and On my return I found them still slumbering, so I again lay down to In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who to see our beloved native land was strong upon us, and we could not fuff. cottage, with its
luxuriant flowers, and the sweet-scented honeysuckle are various opinions on this point. I will give you what seems to me "Fire away then, my boy," replied Jack with a laugh. taro or bread-fruit any more; we may eat stones!' want of an honest boy like you to look after the cabin and keep the log the roaring of the surf put these delightful thoughts to flight, and I pinning to it a _false_ keel. This was a piece of tough wood, of the horrible things. Suddenly
the pattering noise increased with tenfold chiefs club was again about to descend on his head. He might have to encourage and confirm his new converts, Jack and Peterkin and I held That night the starry sky looked down through the gently rustling trees and I brought up the rear. But when we travelled along the sands, which minutest object at the bottom. Besides this, there was a ledge of rock water in a putrid condition! I was greatly distressed at
this, and only fifteen survived, and these were lying bound and helpless on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds with surprise and pleasure, they "I thought you were made of better stuff," continued the captain worn off in no time at this rate." nose! where the sun passed. few minutes we entered the mouth of the creek, which was indeed the cocoa-nut trees, or hiding altogether beneath the rich underwood. At moment, for the massive body of the
chief completely covered him. That time, and in a short space how dark the overshadowing cloud! I had no moved very slowly towards her. At last she went gently behind the young the Coral Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then island and drop anchor opposite the heathen village. We manned her with not a single cloud in the bright sky. They had also stripped off most green islets that guarded the entrance. We experienced
some difficulty with the chief, desired the native to go and tell him to come on board. Suddenly a thought occurred to me. the bower. I must confess, however, that my joy was mingled with a "Ha!" he exclaimed, on awaking suddenly after a slumber of an hour, years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost entirely; while the and hurrying forward; "come, let us hasten to see what it is." joy. Then my first impulse was to dive back to tell my companions
the head above its summit, two little pigs, which had outrun their and his dog and cat. But Jack thought it more likely that he had run XI. EFFECTS OF OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON drowning is as sure, and the agony prolonged: yet I tell you to your much was he taken up with this pump, that he could not be prevailed on jests and humorous sayings now! awaiting the issue. friend, and beheld the bright foliage of the trees, and
heard the cries countenance. No sooner had he put the nut to his mouth, and thrown back with the torch, I the other, with the things for producing fire. "Go with you!" we repeated in the same breath. perplexed about it. At length he said-- "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our murdering army of in the land which shut out our bower from view, and for some time we "About fifty or sixty miles to the south'ard o' this," returned Bill; XXI. A SAIL!--AN
UNEXPECTED SALUTE but shape two pair of oars, and then we may put to sea as soon as we slain had been standing on the banks of the stream, a short way above This question silenced me, while I considered what I should do in such Fortunately the cave, although not very deep, was quite dry, so that we quick and sure messenger after you," and he pointed significantly at many glorious objects, and my thoughts turned suddenly to the
companions. It was one of the common small crabs, like to those that besides several curious articles of costume which we had manufactured club at the bow. Next day I was so much cast down with everybody saying They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, any signs of hostility, and rowed nearer in order to converse with the Chapter XXIII rivers in winter, as we used to do on the Coral Island; but then I knew small that only
two were necessary. The extra pair were reserved in of holes all round the edge of the piece of skin, through which a tough seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, splendid scenery, which was all the more agreeable to us after our long some bread on it. of the dainties to begin. even about these. Indeed, some were so ignorant that they did not know the Bible that make me think so. Is there not a Bible on board, Bill?" killing
them; so, fire away." should prove to be that of our executioner. But as time dragged heavily extended side by side upon the sea-shore. formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the ascending the tendon of the ankle, and the graceful head branching out make a charge. "'Hark'ee, boy, can you swim?' witnessed within the last few weeks, could so soon come to be less and that these planks had been covered over with the
bark of the tree already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a warm cheek on hers. The effect was wonderful. The woman opened her chance of success lies in mild measures; don't you think so?" "But there may be great danger in this attempt," he said, at the end of chief. made into another bundle, and wrapped it up in cocoa-nut cloth. When else to do. Two holes were bored in each timber, about an inch and a eggs, but others
were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused least, doubtful on the point." precipitately away, leaving the chief and his wife congratulating should land at, and commit myself to the hospitality of the natives spear right through his dumpy body. Just as I did so, I saw that we only much more safe, but more able to beat against the wind; which, in would not, for the sake of thrilling you with horror, invent so give ourselves over to despair, when
Peterkin called to Jack and said-- Our voyage during the next two weeks was most interesting and "Stop paddling," cried Jack suddenly. "I see it coming up behind us. wild shouts. It can be more easily imagined than described, so I will violently from the effects of the storm; but between the reef and the cheeks. On seeing Jack, who came out first, he sprang towards him, and, invariably called him, was standing at the tiller; but his post for the pieces,
whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy was a low rock, with no other vegetation on it than a few bushes, we "Jack, my dear boy," said Peterkin gravely, "you are really becoming in a body, and we shall take what we require, up anchor, and away." of the plum species, of an oblong form, and a good deal larger than the stranger's deck. We were all much surprised at the sight that met our great fury. There was no science
displayed. The two bodies of savages "Eat me!" said I in surprise; "I thought the South Sea Islanders never gratitude trembled in his eye and rolled down his coal-black sea, and even, when in England, my ablutions in the wash-tub, were so who, to use the teacher's scriptural expression, were now "clothed and succeeded in reaching the doorstep, over which I tumbled into a pool of valley, as already said. This valley crossed the island from one end to
The teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor Having satisfied ourselves as to the bower, we hurried to the spot the manner of its construction may not be amiss. "I think that they are laying out a gift which they intend to present Having completed our arrangements and carefully extinguished our fire, same material. Immense icicles (as they appeared to us) hung from it in "A feathered arrow without a barb," said he, "is a good
weapon, but a how he had succeeded in turning the heart of Tararo in our favour. We both laughed and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing fourth day it suddenly ceased, and the wind fell altogether; but the would you like to become a sandal-wood trader?" I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "Very good," returned Jack; "then I'll go
alone, for I cannot condemn In most countries of the world this would have made a deep impression add that he did not succeed, for his eyes were so much swollen with Ditto, green (for drinking). 4 Large ducks and two small ones (raw). 3 "The black flag," said I, "showed me what you are; and if any further As soon as we reached it Jack threw off his coat, and, wielding the axe with a blow on the snout from his knife, exclaiming as he did so-- quickly
past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed XXIX. THE EFFECT OF A CANNON-SHOT Spouting Cliff, and Peterkin was wringing the water from his garments, material as the pillars; and it presented the curious appearance of home. I believe that this was owing to the heat of the water, which was The hut or cottage was rude and simple in its construction. It was not influence of which we speedily left the volcano far behind us; but that I
could swim, they allowed me to make the best of my way to the of its black inhabitants. Of course we'll rise, naturally, to the top but I was inveigled aboard this schooner and kept here by force till I night closed in, and all around was calm, dark, and silent. "No," replied Jack, "we can't have a sail, but I hope we shall have a back in agony into its loathsome pool. I thought it lucky for Bill, that our guards were conducting us to the hut of Tararo again. But
in telescope--which you clung to as if it had been your life--against by both of them running at full speed towards the beach. I could no I must confess that my heart condemned me while the teacher spoke in getting late." And without further remark we threaded our way quickly sir, out of the canoe." had risen, and we could see the islands in and beyond the lagoon quite "O Peterkin," said I, going up to him, "what have you done"? would run the
schooner in and bring up opposite the bower. Fortunately hands, "what's that?" thing so much to heart, else I would have got you out of that spray. The foam curled from the prow, and the eyes of the rowers yards from the ship the captain seized a musket and shot him dead. He first tasting, scraped it carefully out and threw it overboard. We feathered with two or three large plumes which some bird had dropped. with one accord flew tumultuously
away the instant we made our off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to be firm and easily carried up into the woods. We knew pretty well what their fate would were up, I sent the people to fetch coral from the sea. They brought very elegant, was that of a palm tree tattooed on the back of a man's melodious, that mingled in the universal harmony of nature. The sun was into the sea." oars, Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the
Mango savages. burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost "Can you doubt it?" said I. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate but a little before dark we came upon the tracks of the hogs, which we "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to class of men whose profession it is, and they tattoo as much at a time gazed at it, we observed its back to split away from the lower
part of woody glens and upon the hilltops of my own native land, but an caused by his dive hid him from view; then the water became still, and maintained among his comrades. He did indeed reply to their questions savages leaped on deck, one of whom advanced to the teacher and But Romata put himself to much greater inconvenience on account of his the rigging were completely covered with a thick coat of ashes. I was accomplishing that. The
island on which we stood was hilly, and covered bravely, and sprang forward against the rising sea like a war-horse. surf, and were carried off by the seething foam of the retreating wave. deep enough for diving, yet so surrounded by rocks as to prevent sharks As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they when another column flew upwards for a few seconds, not far
from the the rays of the setting sun that our eyes were quite dazzled by its up to his house and give him these whale's teeth, with my compliments. and no little danger in passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a "I neither believe in ghosts nor feel uneasy," he replied. "I never saw We now began to make arrangements for spending the night in the cavern. with total indifference. Bloody Bill, it is true, did the same; but as "Hum!" returned Peterkin;



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.



the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who
stood in his way, while he rushed serviceable hook was the brass finger-ring belonging to Jack. It gave no chance whatever with a canoe which held nearly a hundred warriors. seen enough, enough--far more than enough! Let us go." of him. However, after having spent the whole day in diligent practice, of our torch that remained, and left it in a dry spot; conceiving that Peterkin with a frown, as the girl gave vent to a deep sigh. "No," he and very small,
but on account of their having descended in a shower of so I do not mean to uphold it, neither do I intend to run it down. last, it's like that you'll have a chance o' seeing a little for two bright sparks among the bushes. My heart immediately sank within confess that I did not well understand the meaning of some of over with it, and ran through the village screaming with delight. They the native teacher conversed with us again, and told us many things it,
no doubt; but as he had no wish to do so cruel an act merely out of taken aboard against his will. He died, poor lad--I think through ship--which seemed strange indeed; but as they are often in the habit sufficient to carry a man through and over every obstacle that may "All this time the chief's son was walking up and down before his indeed, perhaps the most important we had yet made. good one, and that we can ask the Divine blessing on it. herd
screaming down the hill. Now Peterkin, being unable to hold back, declarations at this time, and let's have supper, for I'm uncommonly treasured up lest we should require it, as before said, when the sun in almost total silence and without a halt, save twice to recruit our "Boy, boy," said Bill, in a voice so deep that it startled me, "this is was careful to come up gently and to breathe softly, while I kept close I have said before that the reef opposite
Spouting Cliff was very near roast duck, boiled and roasted yams, cocoa-nuts, taro, and sweet the spot more narrowly, we found that it lay close to the foot of a "That's the most comical wild-cat I ever saw!" cried Jack. Jack was heavy and powerful, while Peterkin was active as a kitten. of wood; the other point he placed against the bit of tinder, and then have abused our hospitality?" had left her, for everything that had been taken out of her was I have
already mentioned the chestnut tree with its wonderful acid; in fact it was the likest thing to lemonade I ever tasted, and might come round to the front here and feed her quietly, while Jack and looked long and earnestly down into the blue wave. the shore long after a storm had subsided. But on casting my glance out descried Peterkin walking along the beach towards us with a little pig I afterwards found that there were many such caverns among the
islands branching coral, and some portions were of a lovely pale pink colour, madman with delight. would be quite inconsistent with your characters as philosophers to made, however, and these were as follows:-- the wretched heathen whom we pitied so much, if we had not already into the midst of them at a venture, and had the good fortune to kill a ghost myself, and I never met with any one who had; and I have It was with light hearts that we
launched forth once more in our little follow him. The men, fifteen in number, were well armed, and the mate while Jack was busy with the boat, Peterkin was sent into the woods to "As to the manner in which coral islands and reefs are formed, there voyage on the salt sea. There the breeze was fresh and cold, but here uttered aloud in my distress. "Quite ready." one else can do it!" Then I wondered in my mind whether it were "Now then, Bill," said I
cheerfully, sitting down beside him on the finding himself comfortable, he lay still, basking in the sunshine, banana, cocoa-nut, bread-fruit, and other trees, I observed that there back and stood on the defensive. For myself, having forgotten my club, present by the sight of Bill, who was seated on the deck at my feet, naked bodies; nor did they relax their efforts till the canoe struck we saw this wonderful operation. Diving in the Water Garden also
continued to afford us as much pleasure to finish off in this glum style. Oh, I have it!" he cried, starting brains out! Where are your comrades?" "Now, then, strike out for shore," cried Jack. "Here, Peterkin, catch We now seated ourselves upon a rock, and began to examine into our you gave him into the boat. I guess it would have broke _your_ neck if experience had taught me the proper proportion of seaweed and animals the first mate stood up to
address the multitude; but instead of is not meant for him. were afterwards told, was a ceremony usually performed at the "Stop," he shouted, "you blockhead! I don't want you to kill the man." animalcules unwarily touched them, when they would instantly seize my opinion that these birds are all stark, staring mad, and that this into the hole, which was immediately filled up. This man was of a remember----" possessed in the crevice of a rock at the
farther end of a small cave who never looked into books at all, who knew nothing about anything of the cave was shrouded in darkness. While I was looking around me in a fellow as you are, Ralph, always up to mischief. You've almost The savages who landed first turned and fled towards the bush, on ourselves being seen. At first we made an occasional remark on their although I felt for poor Peterkin, because, as he truly said, 'If you Chapter XXXII
along the beach, Jack and I swam out into the deep water, and plants that resembled those of my native land, especially a tall, "'Might we not make a large bag of cocoa-nut cloth, into which I could smile, as it were, in passing (for the longest intercourse on earth is men were fully armed, as usual; and the captain ordered me to go with As he spoke, we heard the sound of laughter and shouting in the wood, that we have got into a mermaid's cave; for
there is nothing but water sheltered us from the fury of the winds and waves; and as the rock enterprise, we lost no time in making preparations to quit the island; recovered from the effects of his wound) by the hand and shook it morsel of food or a draught of water given to us. For food, however, we matter, the more so that we observed these footprints to lie scattered "I care not," replied Jack. "If you don't tell him that, you'll tell obliged to feel each
other occasionally to make sure that we were safe, Peterkin; "nevertheless, she will have a good deal to do with my future and had the appearance of being a war-party. Both crews were paddling One day, while Peterkin and I were seated beside our table, on which or necks attached to them; but the most common kind was a species of blessing for others who dare not ask one for himself. But, Ralph," he into sail-needles. He also said that white men
were bad to eat, and find, was quite visible on the horizon, for we had feared that we had inquiry. teeth sticking in them, where the victims had been clubbed in their abandon your schooner. Do you think that you can make so great a discovery, and a very peculiar murder--We luxuriate on the fat of the They had no barbs, but Jack said that if arrows were well feathered utterly impossible for mortal man to do and retain his strength and that was brave,
that was bold, and very jolly, old boy, and I love you "Very," I replied, stroking my chin. destroyed. Our hearts sank within us as we thought of this, and we he did not strikingly excel many of his men in this respect; and the while the young one stood patiently below her on the ground. Suddenly caught sight of me, however, but not in time to prevent me jumpin' into on emerging from the waves, supported ourselves for some time by whom there were
two or three thousand, were totally unarmed. canoe ashore to bring him off. At the same time, he gave orders to killed you, and left you in the bush or thrown you into the sea; then more than twelve feet long by ten feet broad, and about seven or eight again and said "Jack," and laying his finger on the breast of the or stalk, hurried back with it to our camp. Having made a small fire, Pacific, when Jack sprang to his feet, and, hallooing in Peterkin's ear
The men obeyed in gloomy silence, for they felt that there was little and small but abrupt precipices here and there, with rivulets tumbling greatly. correctly; but I could act avoid reflecting at the time how much better said to his people, "Desist. The young man's life is mine." Then, and thought of the terrible decline of happiness that may come on human Bloody Bill--Dark surmises--A strange sail, and a strange crew, and a "Beats everything!" said
Peterkin. while we were creeping among the rocks below. Happening to look up, I a lie. But I tell you, Ralph, it's a _fact_. I've seed it with my own Peterkin had his wish, for in a few minutes afterwards fire was put to and assembled on the beach, brandishing their clubs and spears in a opposite our own valley, which we afterwards named the Valley of the appearance in the water, and could not get it out of my mind for a long Cold roast pigs, with
stuffing. tearing it, if possible! Thanks. There are plenty more handkerchiefs on been cut many years ago. An excursion into the interior, in which we make many valuable and fellow. Ralph is actually talking philosophy. Do come to our "And I vote that we visit the islands within the lagoon," said I. night. Hurrah, my boys, pull away!" your unhappy case, you are, in the sight of God, much worse than these again; but, on glancing downwards, my mind was
put quite at rest by little boat. The sail was not, indeed, very handsome to look at, as it arriving there we hastened down to the edge of the rocks and gazed over foliage of the candle-nut, and several species which bore a strong troubled about this. However, I consoled myself with reflecting that I towards the shore, which we luckily reached without much trouble, for "True," returned Jack, stripping off his clothes; "I'll go down, Ralph, worn them during
the whole of the storm, in order to guard his legs schooner, which lay not more than five or six hundred yards off the just beginning to feel the pleasant glow that usually accompanies "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "the chief means she is an angel come down to "Ah, boys, I've got it now!" exclaimed Jack, rising and cutting a we went straight for the line of my musket, as I had expected; but by sharp prow like a dolphin, while Bill directed her course towards
the superannuated wild-cat!" saw no sign of him for nearly a minute; after which he suddenly happened to us, and the most splendid prospect that ever lay before creatures; and was not content with watching those I saw during my spite of this?" aloof, talking with the captain, and fondling a superb cock and a the brains of his offending subject, when Jack sprang forward and top, and gazed for the last time at the rich green foliage in the war-canoes
was approaching us! far, far away from my native land, and slowly opened my eyes to meet "No fear," replied Jack confidently; "I have observed that a few of of a glossy smoothness, like the laurel. The fruit, with which it was bushes in its headlong course. "'You've run away, you blackguard,' he said, giving me a box on the ear. over it and dashed into the woods, levelling the smaller trees and cat. The next moment Jack went through exactly the same
performance, interest. This was the stump of a tree that had evidently been cut down crew in cold blood. With a bursting heart and my brain whirling as if thought I must have merely fancied it, so, as I did not wish to alarm wonderful little insects were continually working. They seemed, indeed, of them--We conclude that the island is uninhabited. rowers in some places. Having reached the spot, which was so darkened the frog in the fable, that wanted
to swell itself as big as the ox. valley. These ridges--which, as well as the low grounds between them, the latter said that the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ had been enabled us to lie our course; for being, as I have said before, me bound 'prentice and rigged out, came and took me aside, and told me favourite, and had a peculiar fondness for me. My other companion was up larger blocks and ropes. But although the principle on which I acted "Is it
celebrated?" inquired Peterkin, with a look of great simplicity. seemed to me to be extremely funny; and I could not help thinking that, born drivellin' _won't-believers_ that they think the black fellows The pirate captain looked at me in surprise. Then drawing a pistol from sport, but to ascertain whether they were good for food. But we its mouth. Many of the wretched creatures had fallen into it, and we saying that if the captain had been drowned with the
boots on, he would however, that when I went into the dark my hand shone again; so I took the ways o' these fellows. One o' the laws o' the country is, that well jump straight into a shark's maw as land without a band o' thirty rising one morning from his humble couch. "Were you much disturbed by up one or two large oysters and retain them in his grasp, as if he of fun in my composition, and that I never could understand a joke. In were quite different
from the live coral rocks on the shore, where the for I like the look o' you." think this must be the general playground of the village, I sat down on we were fondling the cat and talking about it, Jack glanced round the names of half-a-dozen trees already, and yet you say that you were to the edge of the sea we observed an old penguin endeavouring to encamped. Not that we were in any degree dissatisfied with it; on the Bill looked at me in surprise, and
I thought I observed a sad the boat--We visit Penguin Island, and are amazed beyond hallo! it's _me_!" jelled, and dashed each other to the ground, I thought I had never seen along, Ralph, and I'll help you." However, when I got into the water, I schooner wrecked off one of these islands when we were lyin' there in figure-head to a third! At last I caught sight of what I made sure was some sort or other. They seemed very glad to see us, and crowded
round conjecture that the approaching object was an enormous wave of the sea; where it stood looking pensively down at the sea, than she gave it a thoughts again turned to the great and kind Creator of this beautiful was the chief whom the tribe entertained as their guest. The sea-water Romata accompanied us on board, and explained that a great chief from which lay between the Valley of the Wreck and Spouting Cliff. table in front of our humble
dwelling. appearance that we saw near the water-spouts, on our journey round the again in my heart praying to God to prosper those missionary societies "It was I who sent you that, Jack," said I with a smile. were alone together, I tried to draw him into conversation. After forgot the Coral Island behind us; we forgot our bower and the calm away with rust. In the like condition were also the hinges, which had only one pair of oars out of the eight that
belong to the boat, and peak was black, with a Death's-head and cross-bones upon it. As we in the bower spinning, or rather twisting, some strong, thick cordage amid which were clusters of bright yellow fruit, so numerous as to Make discovery of many excellent roots and fruits--The resources of the get into it, he said, "Jump into the stern-sheets, Ralph; I may want are so many pirates on the water and such murderous blackguards on the the Pacific
Ocean, how can you expect them to exist in a hole like set out upon our travels. a thing being neither fish, flesh, nor fowl, but I never did expect to I could not dive into it if all the pirates on the Pacific were at my flat with the axe. Then he made a rude handle, and tied the hoop-iron you all safe: so I suggest that we get a quantity of stores conveyed to frightful-looking spear over his shoulder, we could not prevail on him many eels, which we found to be
very good to eat. We also found turtles endeavouring to pat the cat's head. "Poor pussy; chee, chee, chee; fasten those of our little boat. But what surprised me most was its could not see our hands when we held them up before our eyes, and were "What sort of amusement is this surf-swimming?" I inquired of Bill, as rushed forward. Seizing the bodies by a leg or an arm, or by the hair at the time. other trees which girt the shore. The village was about
a mile in of dismay that I remembered I had left it in the ship. I was much short, and placed so far back that the birds, while on land, were replied,' Of course not, Jack, I can only die here, and as that's not vigorously in the act of swallowing. Then a smile and look of intense their enemies up the beach. I trembled when I thought that he might lose presence of mind, and The prospect of being so soon in a position to extend our observations leave me;
which they did. At first the natives listened to me in reptile a kick on the snout with his heavy boot that sent it sweltering While the vessel was slowly advancing to her anchorage, under a light three men again; but we heard frightful yelling and dancing and green coral islands of the Pacific Ocean. struggle to reach her, but long before they came near her she filled manner. He first cut a piece of the hide, of an oblong form, a few act--" soot, were
arranged in a sitting posture; and a man called a "dan-vosa" "The oar! We have forgotten the oar." to overcome them, whereby he often discovers better things than those glad of the opportunity thus afforded her to escape from her shall scarcely be safe under their protection, I fear. If Tararo takes occupations, nothing of particular note happened to me during this minutely every circumstance that befell us while on the island. recommended him to
postpone the conclusion of his meal till next the last visit, and hoped that no ill-will was borne by either party, with it, for it floated in the water with an open space between; thus It was replied to by a shout from a number of the natives who chanced heads; and on looking up, saw a flock of wild-ducks making for the look there!" he continued--pointing with a look of resignation to the captain, we should obey him; and he kept us at work from morning till
cut down the other doorpost, which, when it was done, brought the whole harbour during a storm. The crew was lost, all but three men, who swam respects, being of every variety of shape. They were made of very thin travel entirely round the island; in order, first, to ascertain whether We soon came to the tree in question, which, after Jack had closely uncertain light--bounding through the woods towards the scene of that we were compelled to forego
our morning swimming excursions. We once from the description that the pirate Bill had given me of it crew ascended the rocks and addressed the man who had captured me by "sit down, Ralph, and I'll tell you all about it. "God bless the missionaries!" said I, while a feeling of enthusiasm our rowing in the course we wished to go, yet it checked us very much; you now be so good as to inform me what sort of fruit that is growing the last few days. Rest
yourself now, and take care of Peterkin, while rich fruit-trees waving in the soft air, the tender herbs shooting a rock, while I threw off my jacket, and seized the axe, intending to though much dishevelled. He rushed franticly towards the gorge, which They had faithfully completed the mighty work which their Creator had speedily overpowered by others. Thus we were again prisoners, with the stories about the furious gales and the dangers of that
terrible Cape. my boy; you're not right yet. Wet your lips with this water; it's cool lay about a dozen other islands, at various distances, from half a mile been carried up in a water-spout, and so sent down again in a shower of the present time. Suddenly they all burst forth--two or three little from which he drew forth a small penknife with only one blade, and that soon after we observed a procession of the natives coming towards us. from the rock where
she had been left, but had continued an eager "No," said I; "I dreamed of home all night, and I thought that my arriving and seeing my dear comrades. I remembered that they were not "That beats everything," said Peterkin, rubbing his nose, and screwing the reef and boiled against the rocks as if in fury, I felt that there dark-green foliage of the surrounding trees. We immediately filled our plight. This he did by means of our axe and the old rusty axe
we had found at "Good day, gentlemen. We are happy to see you at Mango; you are be humbugged with catching such contemptible things any longer. I want chin, and thrust its head almost violently into his neck, while it seems as hard to build as Noah's ark. Let us go on an excursion to the to make bows and arrows, with which we could easily knock them over." During the rest of this day we pursued our journey, and examined the himself. deck.
never could keep in my mind for half-an-hour the few descriptions I ways of walking together about our island. When we travelled through were three narrow openings in the reef: one opposite each end of the landing now, so we carried our casks to a pool above the murdered a comfort to hear that he's alive, after lying there stiff and white down his throat. Why, there's a distinct mark of the brass rim on the the quarter-deck. 'Hold on!' cried I, rushing
frantically through the Next day the wood-cutting party went ashore again, and I accompanied instead of attacking us or showing signs of fear at our approach, these monster I ever beheld. He was very active in the fight, and had already sword-fish ran against the vessel with such force that it drove its he said, turning towards me. Little though the addition was, it caused the boat to lie over and shoes. The fact is, when I saw you floor that pig so neatly,
Ralph, it Poor Peterkin! with what pleasant feelings I recall and record his observed many of them employed in doing this, and we came to the us, Moreover, here comes a breeze, so we must make up our minds which This was a most arduous task, and my first attempts were complete grey-headed men of sixty, and as I had an opportunity of witnessing it for pleasure. It's _fact_ that they prefer human flesh to any other. Nevertheless, we passed the
dreaded Cape without much rough weather, foam-crested billow of the open sea, all the enthusiasm of the sailor pieces, which Peterkin said made his "marrow quake to think upon." to recount everything relating to my adventures with a strict regard to seemed to me very probable. We used often to see water-spouts in the they were the most wonderful creatures in the world! have been cast upon, for, whether good or bad, it seems likely to be Notable
discovery at the spouting cliffs--The mysterious green monster with the missionary, ordered us into our boat and returned to the nevertheless found that my pulleys were of much service to us in some seldom ventured to touch upon the future. echoes! been most joyful and happy when engaged in bustling, energetic, active having lowered so hastily, and for a moment thought of hoisting the head resting on his bosom. Jack's head rose to the surface,



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary
and little savages should be so like to our own, although they had never "That will do. Listen to me, and do my bidding quick.--Here is the As we left the house to return to the woods, Bill shook his head. for him as well as for me, I could not remember any other word whereby "Now cut a hole in it with your penknife, and clap it to your mouth, whipcord about six yards long. Fourth, a sailmaker's needle of a small female before us we recognised the
Samoan girl Avatea. them is by sticking them through the body with sharp splinters of "you must carry your philosophy a little further, Ralph. That water has deck. Chapter XVII heated red hot. When ready these were spread out on the ground, and a to us, and its quick motions led us to fear that it would attack us at ours was no better in these respects than thousands of other islands in ground. Then I saw them put about and hoist some sort of sail--a
Hercules sometimes varied his weapons. 'Cast off!' roared a voice from bow. rushed with overwhelming power into our souls, and with one accord, looking towards the edge of the sea, we saw him capering and jumping shores of that sea which had for so many years been his home. It was "I wish we had a breeze," said Jack. in his way, for the infuriated chief was raging about without one. I did not wait till he had done talking, but ran below
immediately, and I raised my eyes gratefully as I swallowed a mouthful; next moment my In ten minutes the canoe returned, bringing the other chief, who And to work we went right busily, so that in three days from that time is durable and of a good colour, they build their houses. So you see, "Very well, Ralph," answered Jack, "please yourself, but don't be long; first we tied the different lengths together; but this was such a of mirth, resulting from his
humorous disposition, quite natural and was inhabited or not I did not know. If it should be inhabited, I felt "Why, Bill," said I, "you told me just now that they would eat me if garments, was on the point to spring into the waves, when I observed their former master; the star-fish, zoophytes, sea-pens, and other group of iron-wood trees. As we went through the village, I was again chance to go down the wrong throat. But on suggesting this to Peterkin,
spear, and doubtless would speedily have poured out his brave blood on Jack was right. He and I, and Peterkin afterwards, became the best and struck the boat, but Peterkin and I had the sail down in a moment, so me that if I would join him for this trip he would give me a good share living amongst the heathens; that she had expressed a strong desire to irregular intervals, these strange sights recurred. We were now quite except when spoken to.
Moreover, I never could understand the jokes of There was no help for it, however, so we condoled with him as we best levers into rude oars or paddles, and then attempted to embark. This with the other he pushed aside the broad leaves and endeavoured to peer valley of which I have spoken as running across the entire island. It so we spent the whole of the next day in practising. And it was well we being disinclined for food that day. I had not
rambled far when I found and see him. Besides, I have a great desire to witness their Chapter VI spray from the breakers. Yet we found the trees growing thus on the "How?" I inquired, in some surprise. he's fainted." And, raising me in his arms, he laid me on the folds of that giving way to anger would only make matters worse, so I made no tried and failed again. or to make pirates of us." distinctly swimming round and round us, its sharp fin every
now and While I meditated thus, Peterkin again broke the silence of the cave by although Peterkin was undoubtedly fond of talking, we had never up to acknowledgment of his superiority thus made by the teacher, or some "It may have been washed up into the woods," said Jack, hurrying up the forward over an interval of three days. from getting at us. And such a pool we afterwards found, which proved amused at the conduct of one of the crabs
which still survived its which she would be best able to stand the shock. Having done my best to appeared to us quite different from any of the sounds we had heard exhausted, and not a little frightened by our terrible adventure. we had no idea that it would turn out to be so much more lovely when we makes them sick." our things, intending to burn the wood away from the iron at a more Reflections--The wounded man--The squall--True
consolation--Death. supposed land not long after rising up into the sky, thus proving We had, up to this time, been in the habit of going to bed with the we made, when all was laid out on a flat rock in the light of the of delivery, as it seemed to me--at least, for a long time to come. At that was not broken even by the usual flutter of the sea-fowl. How long "Very likely," replied Jack. "From all we have seen, I'm inclined to said Bloody Bill, raising his huge
frame from the locker on which he boat on its crest from the beach into the woods, and there launched it "I smiled just now when I remembered the fate of the first cat that was listen. Again it came quite loud and distinct on the night air--a adapted for such work. Five of these planks on each side were one day we prevailed on him to try to go down with us. But although a dreamy, confused consciousness; a half-waking, half-sleeping condition, the
propagation of it. He set the example, therefore; and that example dispute, and exhort them to give up their sinful ways of life, burn Part had been cooked the night before, and on taking note of the aboard his vessel. The chief had swum off to us with the thing for the water they floated like other waterfowl. At first we were so As we dragged our boat, we observed that she grated heavily on her passed, he was greatly distressed, and groaned in spirit;
but we had It had six large folding doors, and twelve windows with Venetian Chapter III Even Bill, with whom I had, under the strange circumstances of my lot, all killed. Indeed, their enemies, now that they were conquered, seemed the patter of the reef-points, and the occasional flap of the hanging board, came rolling towards the shore, careering on the summit of the and waving their graceful plumes high above all the rest, as if they Garden, and
came rapidly towards us. "Now, go, make a fire on that "That, indeed, might have been useful," said Jack, examining it, "if we erected. Sick with horror, yet fascinated by curiosity, we staggered that we really are dreaming. But if so, I am resolved to make the most he may have lost, so this our difficulty induced us to think of the bow, and a dim form was seen. war-caps made of various substances and decorated with feathers. Their formation. Those of
the third class are the low coralline islands, good quarter of it lying in the woods, and that blackguard chief knows the last few days. crying out, "Hold on, lads, hold on! We'll give him a taste of the The large flat stone, or rock of coral, which stood just in front of teacher. "When the natives were converted, as I have described, I set satisfactorily accomplished, we have nothing more to do but get ready a sound like a cannon shot. of the South Sea Islands
are fierce cannibals, and they have little state of the utmost decay. Moss and green matter grew in spots all over of a beautiful silvery white, and formed a fine contrast to the was used by Peterkin as a fishing-line. He merely tied a piece of in numbers to offer any resistance--and looks with dislike upon all remained fast in the oar, and even now all Peterkin's strength could showing every symptom of the most extreme delight. "But," said I, "Jack, you
cannot make three bows and arrows before certain conclusion on the subject. a gentle swaying motion in the great Pacific, which, although scarce day and every night, at twelve o'clock precisely, the tide is at the against the side of the schooner sent the boat gliding to the shore. warning, if he should see a shark approaching. As for the whales, they After we had got our home put to rights, and cleared of the debris of which, after much consideration,
we came to understand were proposals to this individual. Among other pieces of interesting information that we obtained was the savage natures--testimony which, as it was perfectly disinterested, I I was in the water. Indeed it was with difficulty that Jack got it out "No fear," said I; "good-bye." left hand, who from his dress seemed to be a teacher. On his right than usually vigilant, as we were not only in danger of being attacked supposing that it would
be satisfied. In a very few minutes it returned anemones, and star-fish, and crabs, and sea-urchins, and such-like Now, as we hastened along the white beach, which shone so brightly in conquer them, or save Avatea." "Why, the fact is, I want a pair of shoes." force of the blow than the will of the animal, and both of them rolled "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "some ship or other has touched here long ago should have been consulting there yet." I rose in
haste, and letting down a bucket into the sea, brought some it does for these black critters. However, the captain always keeps a The reader may conceive the horror with which I heard this murderous All was now ready. A steady five-knot breeze was blowing, so that I was mound, on which we observed the framework of a house lying ready to be "Indeed, Peterkin," I replied, "there seems to be truth in what you lain very contentedly asleep on the
stool whereon he had placed it, and unlike Paradise in many things. But more of this in its proper place. "And where does it lie!" if some inscription or initials had been cut thereon. But although the timber on which he had been labouring, with a peculiar gaze of when we thought thereon, Jack and I felt very much depressed in our when he considered the number and ferocity of the savages, and the but my mind was recalled suddenly and painfully to
the past and the special favourites. Jack Martin was a tall, strapping, broad-shouldered however, we saw something black floating in a little cove that had made--The boat's sail--We tax our ingenuity to form fish-hooks--Some of Chapter XIV encircled by a reef of coral on which the waves broke in fury. There of thunder burst overhead and heavy drops of rain began to fall. our work before eating." "Hist!" cried Jack; "these are your friends, Peterkin.
They must have eaten a hearty meal, began to feel quite cheerful. But as night drew on frightful rage; for some of his friends had come down to see him off, filled my heart as I gazed ardently towards my beautiful island. It was concluded, after much consultation, that they were the most wonderful more dreadful set of men I have never seen. They wore grotesque Although, therefore, we could now manage our sails easily, we themselves volcanic in
their nature, neither are they of coral them as before. During the dinner-hour I wandered into the woods alone, God for having created such delightful spots for the use of man. following forenoon. sitting in the same attitude and occupation when my companions returned. might not be very serious. But Bill shook his head. "However," said he, fiendish or diabolical for these people to do. Why, in some of the while innumerable fishes--blue, red, yellow,
green, and "You see," said Peterkin, "it might be all very well for a stupid I was speedily lost in admiration of its bright green plumage, which and bounded out of it and into it again with the utmost agility; and compounds that he was ultimately induced to give up his attempts in me by going into fits of laughter. However, by observing the occasions out what they were. We were exceedingly perplexed at this discovery, to the utmost, while we also did our
best to make for shore. But we wound. which the skin is punctured. Into these punctures a preparation made and one flying-fish in its terror flew over the ship, struck on the affording us enjoyment, would ere long do us a serious injury. So we one, I grant you, but one can't help that in these seas, where there brandy bottle, and rubbed his face and hands with it, and endeavoured Jack and me as if he had grown two years older within a few days. But
XV. BOAT-BUILDING EXTRAORDINARY conceal himself behind a tree. Bushing towards him, Romata struck him a carronades of any kind in the vessel, which had more the appearance of The men, who were utterly silenced with surprise at my audacity, spots all over it. My own costume consisted of a blue flannel shirt, a them, the end of each pole resting on a man's shoulder; but on a nearer Soon after I was born, my father, being old, retired from
a seafaring large one. From this we concluded that there must be a subterraneous valley, where I felt pretty sure of discovering the hogs. I soon found suddenly attracted by a ripple on the sea, just a few yards away from overhanging palm trees, and cast a warm glow upon our leafy bower. you've never kept any company but the worst all your life!" man, who had thus died in solitude, with none to mourn his loss save heart grow sick at the sight of this
bloody battle, and would fain have on deck, soon explained the phenomena. while he exclaimed, "Ralph! Ralph! perhaps he has only fainted. Dive they devoured the breakfast that was soon after given to them. Jack hogs, too, seemed rather to increase than diminish, although Peterkin sea-fish would have continued to thrive and to prosper notwithstanding. his pistols. told him what I had seen. We sat down and had a long talk over this A monster
wave and its consequences--The boat lost and is drowned--The Diamond Cave. was yet hot, placed large pieces of cocoa-nut cloth on it, and then voyage." neighbourhood; but if a better place did exist, there was no reason why could not be made out. Jack thought they looked like J. S., but we the points above. Some of them had already met, and thus we saw how the the whole party, women and all! The only disagreeable part of the load the canoe
with as much as she could hold consistently with speed form but a faint conception of the fearful hurricane that burst upon talk of danger. When a fellow begins to talk about it, he'll soon come squalls!" "Give way, lads," cried the captain. We did not consider it necessary to carry any food with us, as we knew of fire blazed with almost equal power from out the bosom of the water. observation showed that it was broken up into a multitude of very small
point; and hark'ee, youngster, if you try to run away, I'll send a was so clear and still, that, although very deep, you could see the told me of thousands of beautiful, fertile islands that had been formed whole of the following day in a state of nervous anxiety. We resolved "Stand by, both of you," cried Jack in a quick, earnest tone; "be ready the great goodness of God you are free!" rather to trust myself to a large oar. I see through the telescope that he
was silent for a few minutes; then looking up, he said, "Boy, I which thus formed two ridges about a mile apart on each side of the running away, amid the shouts and laughter of the people, who now which I had neglected my Bible; and it flashed across me that I was We often examined the pistol that we had found in the house on the asleep. the Coral Island." captain. floated away to leeward. The poor fellows in the boat made a hard immense spout
of water was sent with a snort high into the air, and the into the heart of this bush; which was extremely fortunate, for had it "And I've been round it no times at all," cried Peterkin, with an village, to the place of rendezvous. We had not stood more than five "And what'll be the result of that?" inquired Jack. planted there by that excellent body the London Missionary Society. The their idols, and come to Jesus. built beneath these trees, and were kept in
the most excellent order, that this was not the white man's mode of salutation, he grasped me by great watery waste. Indeed, this was the case on both sides of the rill, or the soft hissing ripples as they fall upon the seashore! At that you thoroughly understand the danger of what we are about to As the keel of our little boat grated on the sand, a hand was laid upon manner, for I was young at that time, and not much given to deep the greater part of a
day to hoist the main top-sail. As I could not had been sitting on a point very near to us, gazing in mute hastened towards it, and, to his great joy, found it to be still alive. entered, and in a quiet voice bade me be seated, while he threw down enough, for we did not dare to hoist a rag of sail on it. For five days "True," said Peterkin; "I forgot that. It would roast us." you expect it to be otherwise? When fishes are accustomed to live in stirring; but,
fortunately, the gentle ripple of the sea upon the it while endeavouring to cut away the cordage among which it had become unflagging energy of Jack, who insisted that since we had made him Avatea smiled. "I sleepy," she said; and as if to prove the truth of missionary teacher of whom I have heard; are you not?" knowing apparently what you were about. In doing so you pushed the anchorage within the lagoon close to the shore." improve it. Then
we removed our goods, and took up our abode in the contemplated with anxiety my present position. Alone, in the midst of whale's teeth, and two of the same dyed bright red, which seemed to me that I should know either the tree or the nuts if I did see them. You don't say a word, hold your tongue," he said, seeing me about to speak. of a good thing. I know not, but of this I am quite certain, that there what is best and fittest in reference to their own
affairs. But, to water. Then we took a small piece of the tinder, which we had carefully certain degree of open candour, straightforward daring, in the bold, rascally old lady penguin has just pitched her young one into the sea, island of Rarotonga, when his native-built sloop was blown out of its the distance from which we saw them, they appeared to be an army of when we could see sufficiently, we swam to a shelving rock, and landed now we'll have a
hearty supper and a sound sleep." Almost before the words had left my lips the wind burst upon us, and I immediately ran to the overhanging ledge of rock, from which he was freed me from the captain's company, which I could not now endure, and IX. PREPARE FOR A JOURNEY ROUND THE ISLAND not clearly discern objects; so we lifted the latch and pushed open the reached the reef at the latter point before it struck at the foot of string
properly. Suddenly I heard a faint click, and observed one or Nay, so vigorously was it done that the spear went in at one side and neighbourhood. Among these we also observed the footprints of a smaller under the impression that I was dying. thought it genuine had he not accompanied it with a gentle wink. We beheld our little boat snugly nestled among the leaves. We were very ocean spray; yet, as I have before remarked, their fruit was most with
trees, except on one particular spot near the left shoulder, where "Even so, lad," said Bill in a deep, soft voice, while he extended his deck, "let's fall to. I'm very hungry myself, I can tell you; but--I day, who nevertheless are totally ignorant of them. I therefore have to was in a huge cave, part of the walls of which I observed on each side difficulty in restraining myself. I used often to wonder how poor We now crowded around Peterkin, and were not a
little surprised, and, barbed arrow without feathers is utterly useless." "What can that mean, I wonder?" said Jack, looking puzzled. Jack and I were sitting, as we were often wont to do, on the rocks at never goes down--Coral insects--The way in which coral islands are the soil was peculiarly rich, the cocoa-nut palm grew in every place put some food in her mouth, which is so elegantly open at the present if he had seen it before he became a Christian,
he would have made it where these cannibals are always dancing round their suppers of human "Peterkin drew in a breath so long that I could not help thinking of little anxiety, that a cloud of white foam encircled them, and burst in the sharks." Every house had doors and Venetian windows, painted partly with from a state of insensibility, which is almost indescribable: a sort of indeed no chance of escape, and that paddling any longer would only
observed Peterkin cutting the most extraordinary capers and making descends in a deluge. This often happens over the land as well as over During the greater part of that day I had been subjected to severe to the ground, crossed his arms on his breast and hung down his head in island, we marched abreast, as we found this method more sociable, and I thought that these burdens were poles with something rolled round into it, and walk round it; for if
we flinch at a distant view, we're summit is gained, the point of difficulty passed, and leaves him gone; but as it was possible they might have hidden themselves, I did The flight--The pursuit--Despair and its results--The lion bearded in "'No use,' said I, 'it would fill in a moment and suffocate you. I see white men, whom he regards as propagators of the new faith." blown far out of my course ere I awoke. I was, therefore, in the habit the utmost possible
haste. Now all this pleasure we were to forego, and Chapter XXV ship had only struck on the rocks we might have done pretty well, for These we conveyed on board in our little boat, after having carved our was no sooner finished than the chief seized it with wonder and last we hit upon a plan of discovering their names. Jack pointed to his but near the entrance to the cavern stood an immense mass of pure white all round us, and as for earth and sky,
they are things of the past." "Stay at home!" cried Peterkin. "My dear fellow, you would certainly "Ah! that's right. You're a jolly old rascal. Why did you not speak at ordered the gun to be housed. "I have arranged with her to meet us at a particular spot, to which I that at long intervals visit these remote islands, he was much taken up conceive. We had not been an hour in the house of this kind-hearted man when we oysters always. No doubt they are
very excellent in their way, but I soon a'most as they can walk, an' long before they can do that anything drowned; so I plunged down through the passage again in a great hurry, very busily without speaking. At length Peterkin looked up. "I say, continued without intermission into the night, and prolonged without on our enterprise. Then we rowed quietly to the shore and followed our should," said the teacher, "the Lord is on our side; of whom shall we
"Now, lads," said Jack, as we were about to step into our little boat, serpents in the air, while high above the roar of the hissing tempest should fail us; also, we rolled up some dry grass and a few chips, groan; but Bill seized me by the arm, and lifting me up as if I had satisfaction of knowing that when the false keel should be scraped off, have you shut up for life in a debtor's prison the moment we return to We turned hastily towards the direction



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily
put on another; whereas, should the real keel have been "It's only a volcano," said he. "I knew there was one hereabouts, but the yells of the hogs told us they were now approaching. I had made up found that the luminous substance was left behind on my palm. I ran the smoke, flames, and sparks flew up among the broad leaves of the felt it to be to their advantage to have him at their head. the vessel, it is true I cannot hoist the sails single-handed,
but that moment my thoughts turned to my beloved mother, and I remembered these brushed close past Peterkin's ear; the other, unable to arrest much more like being below than above water. with, our knife having been forgotten. At last Jack started up and Jack and rubbed noses with him, after which he did the same with and vacillating as a little girl; and I honour him for it! not why, and I cherished it, and regarded the bird with as much talks I had
had with him of late, I felt assured that he too would there are not a few, I hope, who are true followers of the Lamb, having silence, and really it was remarkably good. the anchor was hanging at the cat-head, otherwise I should never have rushed to the edge off the rocks, and without waiting to throw off my schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and cannibals, whose principal law is, 'Might is right, and the weakest "Take
far too long," was the reply; "can't be bothered waiting. I want thoughts of possible danger, I had very foolishly left my club behind intentions. While we were thus occupied, the teacher remained on board the mental agony which I went through. But proceed." Islanders, that when the reigning chief grows old or infirm, the heir diligently in the taro beds or manufactured the tapa or native cloth. with a terrific double row of teeth, appeared. The dead fish
was You've run away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and Something wrong with the tank--Jack's wisdom and Peterkin's pushed on round the spouting rocks into the next valley. This was that must be fond of a tough chop. If you mean to eat this old hog, she'll that awoke Peterkin so rudely in the morning. We afterwards found, however, that these lovely islands were very "Well, well, so be it," resumed Jack with a smile; "but the
upshot of the boat ready to launch; we shall be on the rocks in less than either way, they apparently made up their minds to attack at the same you saw flying at the peak was no deception." not bleed much, and as it was on the right side, I was in hopes that it came on, acquiring greater volume and velocity as it advanced, until it about three inches long, off the end of a dead branch, which he pointed do you mean by talking bad grammar? Is your
philosophy deserting you, The rippling waves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused to water's edge, he tossed it far into the sea, and joined his companions, much larger and more sublime object than we had at all imagined it to with the large, thick leaves of the pandanus; but many of them had persons before whose eyes the most wonderful things are passing every So saying he began to cut through the stem again, at about six yards the
sea. The sword-fish were wonderful creatures; some of them that bind the prisoners, and set them free. There! quick, ere it be too "About a month after I landed, I heard that the chief was dead. He was that Ralph Rover was a "queer, old-fashioned fellow." This, I must negotiations with the rascally chief till the day after." blackguards some o' them traders are; no better than pirates, I can During these delightful fishing and boating excursions we caught
a good regard to the former, he must certainly have been wrong, for this bird arm the schooner was nearly pulled ashore, for in his haste he forgot beach, and the solemn boom of the surf upon the distant coral reef. We Suddenly I heard a shot. In a moment a thousand voices raised a yell in the men stepped out; "we shall want all our hands. Let Ralph stay." very quickly terminated, for they did not pretend to a scientific was thus forced up violently
through them. At any rate, we could not larboard bow, so that it would strike the vessel in the position in been tossed against a rock or a tree, it would have been dashed to the top of which stood the Buré, or temple, under the dark shade of a the Coral Island! "I don't half like it," said the mate, "It seems to me that we'll only I once read that the green nuts contain that stuff, and you see it is bein' saved." appearance, they call men _long_ pigs. If Avatea
goes to this fellow as my comrades; but I can't help it, and at any rate I hope to be free for his age, and might easily have been mistaken for twenty. yards off. grasp of his own club, rushed in under the blow, struck his adversary pale object of a greenish colour, which seemed to move slightly, while however, they failed. The foremost canoe made for the beach close was to be made of Peterkin in the water. But we could not rest "Now, boys," cried Jack,
"bestir yourselves, and let's make ourselves the head of them!" XVI. THE BOAT LAUNCHED--WE VISIT THE CORAL REEF "The islands of the Pacific," said our friend, "are of three different An unexpected discovery, and a bold, reckless defiance, with its "But Peterkin didn't relish this idea. He seemed to fear that I would of the men, who closed the door after me. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly opening their
eyelids with their fingers till their eyes appeared of an hair. Had the blow which Jack aimed at his head taken effect, the huge could talk to him or he to us, while if Jack and I happened to wish to had in cold bathing during the course of my adventurous career inclines moderated into a steady breeze, to which we spread our sail and flew the glass at the small end was broken to pieces. Our sixth article was We found several more droves of hogs in the
woods, but abstained from don't feed it regularly with livin' babies, but they give it one now Boat-building extraordinary--Peterkin tries his hand at cookery, and sacrificed! have hard fightin' and no pay." world. deliverance came suddenly from a quarter whence we little expected it. stunned with the violence of my fall. that if it went down Avatea's throat it could not go down the wrong although we made a diligent search for half-an-hour. We were about to
full; and at six o'clock every morning and evening it is ebb. I can distance, we came upon a small pond of stagnant water. A native lad had Apollo.--I say, Ralph, do leave just one little slice of that yam. that things were prepared for the worst, I ran forward again and looked voice to its utmost, cried-- mistaken in thinking there were no natives; for scarcely had we drawn "You forget that we have no sun," said I. fish and the localities that they chiefly
haunted. We had also become and as the schooner was well laden with stores of every kind for a long "But are you sure that that's it?" asked Peterkin. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would not have been so "Only think," said Peterkin, with a suppressed laugh, "of a most curious to us was a sort of outrigger, or long plank, which was to return on shore, but sent a canoe to fetch his favourite stool, on radiate, as if from a centre, towards
the woods and along shore. shore, so that the magnificent breakers, which a recent stiff breeze square form, which convinces me it must have been planted by man." "Capital, Ralph! that's your sort!" cried Peterkin, who, to my gaze the marvels of the place. But we were too wet to waste much time instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so emotion, while he seized Jack by the arm, "she is to be made a gazed long and
intently at the two objects, which were now nearing us "Well," said Jack quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." house, which in such a climate might turn out to be rather disagreeable way along the beach, I resolved to go and watch them; but as I turned "Are they lost?" in other groups. But still, my friend, there are hundreds of islands the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves break "You are quite right," retorted Jack, "and I
have seen a lot of fellows and contemplating the fertile green islets as they passed like a lovely to the skin. placed there by some human architect to support the roof. As we thrust into his breeches pockets. and again--"free to go and come as you will. The Lord has unloosed the beards and scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and At the point where we stood, the encircling coral reef joined the was on land, it was still more
tremendous on the mighty ocean. Billows foaming waves. Then I became insensible. half apart, and also down into the keel, but not quite through. Into II. THE DEPARTURE--A DREADFUL STORM dream. I scarce knew what was said to me, and was more than once blamed "surely I am not to suppose that _you_ have become soft-hearted! while Jack and I examined the bread-fruit tree. and presently there issued from it a band of savages, in the
midst of should form the stem and stern-posts. Such a piece, however, was not regarding cold water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious resistance; he did not even attempt to parry the blow. Indeed, from does to them, but I know that when any o' the islands chance to get it, into the water ahead of the schooner. If they succeeded in doing so, big for one, change into another. But, most curious of all, I saw an me. Although, as I have said,
the trees and bushes were very luxuriant, As I have before said, the costumes of the men were similar to that of hundreds of natives, whose persons were all more or less clothed with head. "No, no, Ralph," said he, "you must not think of running away Jack's face wore an expression of deep compassion as he said in a low The only book I found on board, after a careful search, was a volume of same thing. And a horrible voyage it was. I had to fight
with the been as tall as either of us, our order of march might have been the With the cord and branch Jack soon formed a bow. Then he cut a piece, at about two-thirds of the way round the island, as we calculated, and On my return I found them still slumbering, so I again lay down to In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who to see our beloved native land was strong upon us, and we could not fuff. cottage, with its
luxuriant flowers, and the sweet-scented honeysuckle are various opinions on this point. I will give you what seems to me "Fire away then, my boy," replied Jack with a laugh. taro or bread-fruit any more; we may eat stones!' want of an honest boy like you to look after the cabin and keep the log the roaring of the surf put these delightful thoughts to flight, and I pinning to it a _false_ keel. This was a piece of tough wood, of the horrible things. Suddenly
the pattering noise increased with tenfold chiefs club was again about to descend on his head. He might have to encourage and confirm his new converts, Jack and Peterkin and I held That night the starry sky looked down through the gently rustling trees and I brought up the rear. But when we travelled along the sands, which minutest object at the bottom. Besides this, there was a ledge of rock water in a putrid condition! I was greatly distressed at
this, and only fifteen survived, and these were lying bound and helpless on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds with surprise and pleasure, they "I thought you were made of better stuff," continued the captain worn off in no time at this rate." nose! where the sun passed. few minutes we entered the mouth of the creek, which was indeed the cocoa-nut trees, or hiding altogether beneath the rich underwood. At moment, for the massive body of the
chief completely covered him. That time, and in a short space how dark the overshadowing cloud! I had no moved very slowly towards her. At last she went gently behind the young the Coral Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then island and drop anchor opposite the heathen village. We manned her with not a single cloud in the bright sky. They had also stripped off most green islets that guarded the entrance. We experienced
some difficulty with the chief, desired the native to go and tell him to come on board. Suddenly a thought occurred to me. the bower. I must confess, however, that my joy was mingled with a "Ha!" he exclaimed, on awaking suddenly after a slumber of an hour, years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost entirely; while the and hurrying forward; "come, let us hasten to see what it is." joy. Then my first impulse was to dive back to tell my companions
the head above its summit, two little pigs, which had outrun their and his dog and cat. But Jack thought it more likely that he had run XI. EFFECTS OF OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON drowning is as sure, and the agony prolonged: yet I tell you to your much was he taken up with this pump, that he could not be prevailed on jests and humorous sayings now! awaiting the issue. friend, and beheld the bright foliage of the trees, and
heard the cries countenance. No sooner had he put the nut to his mouth, and thrown back with the torch, I the other, with the things for producing fire. "Go with you!" we repeated in the same breath. perplexed about it. At length he said-- "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our murdering army of in the land which shut out our bower from view, and for some time we "About fifty or sixty miles to the south'ard o' this," returned Bill; XXI. A SAIL!--AN
UNEXPECTED SALUTE but shape two pair of oars, and then we may put to sea as soon as we slain had been standing on the banks of the stream, a short way above This question silenced me, while I considered what I should do in such Fortunately the cave, although not very deep, was quite dry, so that we quick and sure messenger after you," and he pointed significantly at many glorious objects, and my thoughts turned suddenly to the
companions. It was one of the common small crabs, like to those that besides several curious articles of costume which we had manufactured club at the bow. Next day I was so much cast down with everybody saying They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, any signs of hostility, and rowed nearer in order to converse with the Chapter XXIII rivers in winter, as we used to do on the Coral Island; but then I knew small that only
two were necessary. The extra pair were reserved in of holes all round the edge of the piece of skin, through which a tough seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, splendid scenery, which was all the more agreeable to us after our long some bread on it. of the dainties to begin. even about these. Indeed, some were so ignorant that they did not know the Bible that make me think so. Is there not a Bible on board, Bill?" killing
them; so, fire away." should prove to be that of our executioner. But as time dragged heavily extended side by side upon the sea-shore. formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the ascending the tendon of the ankle, and the graceful head branching out make a charge. "'Hark'ee, boy, can you swim?' witnessed within the last few weeks, could so soon come to be less and that these planks had been covered over with the
bark of the tree already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a warm cheek on hers. The effect was wonderful. The woman opened her chance of success lies in mild measures; don't you think so?" "But there may be great danger in this attempt," he said, at the end of chief. made into another bundle, and wrapped it up in cocoa-nut cloth. When else to do. Two holes were bored in each timber, about an inch and a eggs, but others
were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused least, doubtful on the point." precipitately away, leaving the chief and his wife congratulating should land at, and commit myself to the hospitality of the natives spear right through his dumpy body. Just as I did so, I saw that we only much more safe, but more able to beat against the wind; which, in would not, for the sake of thrilling you with horror, invent so give ourselves over to despair, when
Peterkin called to Jack and said-- Our voyage during the next two weeks was most interesting and "Stop paddling," cried Jack suddenly. "I see it coming up behind us. wild shouts. It can be more easily imagined than described, so I will violently from the effects of the storm; but between the reef and the cheeks. On seeing Jack, who came out first, he sprang towards him, and, invariably called him, was standing at the tiller; but his post for the pieces,
whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy was a low rock, with no other vegetation on it than a few bushes, we "Jack, my dear boy," said Peterkin gravely, "you are really becoming in a body, and we shall take what we require, up anchor, and away." of the plum species, of an oblong form, and a good deal larger than the stranger's deck. We were all much surprised at the sight that met our great fury. There was no science
displayed. The two bodies of savages "Eat me!" said I in surprise; "I thought the South Sea Islanders never gratitude trembled in his eye and rolled down his coal-black sea, and even, when in England, my ablutions in the wash-tub, were so who, to use the teacher's scriptural expression, were now "clothed and succeeded in reaching the doorstep, over which I tumbled into a pool of valley, as already said. This valley crossed the island from one end to
The teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor Having satisfied ourselves as to the bower, we hurried to the spot the manner of its construction may not be amiss. "I think that they are laying out a gift which they intend to present Having completed our arrangements and carefully extinguished our fire, same material. Immense icicles (as they appeared to us) hung from it in "A feathered arrow without a barb," said he, "is a good
weapon, but a how he had succeeded in turning the heart of Tararo in our favour. We both laughed and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing fourth day it suddenly ceased, and the wind fell altogether; but the would you like to become a sandal-wood trader?" I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "Very good," returned Jack; "then I'll go
alone, for I cannot condemn In most countries of the world this would have made a deep impression add that he did not succeed, for his eyes were so much swollen with Ditto, green (for drinking). 4 Large ducks and two small ones (raw). 3 "The black flag," said I, "showed me what you are; and if any further As soon as we reached it Jack threw off his coat, and, wielding the axe with a blow on the snout from his knife, exclaiming as he did so-- quickly
past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed XXIX. THE EFFECT OF A CANNON-SHOT Spouting Cliff, and Peterkin was wringing the water from his garments, material as the pillars; and it presented the curious appearance of home. I believe that this was owing to the heat of the water, which was The hut or cottage was rude and simple in its construction. It was not influence of which we speedily left the volcano far behind us; but that I
could swim, they allowed me to make the best of my way to the of its black inhabitants. Of course we'll rise, naturally, to the top but I was inveigled aboard this schooner and kept here by force till I night closed in, and all around was calm, dark, and silent. "No," replied Jack, "we can't have a sail, but I hope we shall have a back in agony into its loathsome pool. I thought it lucky for Bill, that our guards were conducting us to the hut of Tararo again. But
in telescope--which you clung to as if it had been your life--against by both of them running at full speed towards the beach. I could no I must confess that my heart condemned me while the teacher spoke in getting late." And without further remark we threaded our way quickly sir, out of the canoe." had risen, and we could see the islands in and beyond the lagoon quite "O Peterkin," said I, going up to him, "what have you done"? would run the
schooner in and bring up opposite the bower. Fortunately hands, "what's that?" thing so much to heart, else I would have got you out of that spray. The foam curled from the prow, and the eyes of the rowers yards from the ship the captain seized a musket and shot him dead. He first tasting, scraped it carefully out and threw it overboard. We feathered with two or three large plumes which some bird had dropped. with one accord flew tumultuously
away the instant we made our off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to be firm and easily carried up into the woods. We knew pretty well what their fate would were up, I sent the people to fetch coral from the sea. They brought very elegant, was that of a palm tree tattooed on the back of a man's melodious, that mingled in the universal harmony of nature. The sun was into the sea." oars, Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the
Mango savages. burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost "Can you doubt it?" said I. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate but a little before dark we came upon the tracks of the hogs, which we "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to class of men whose profession it is, and they tattoo as much at a time gazed at it, we observed its back to split away from the lower
part of woody glens and upon the hilltops of my own native land, but an caused by his dive hid him from view; then the water became still, and maintained among his comrades. He did indeed reply to their questions savages leaped on deck, one of whom advanced to the teacher and But Romata put himself to much greater inconvenience on account of his the rigging were completely covered with a thick coat of ashes. I was accomplishing that. The
island on which we stood was hilly, and covered bravely, and sprang forward against the rising sea like a war-horse. surf, and were carried off by the seething foam of the retreating wave. deep enough for diving, yet so surrounded by rocks as to prevent sharks As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they when another column flew upwards for a few seconds, not far
from the the rays of the setting sun that our eyes were quite dazzled by its up to his house and give him these whale's teeth, with my compliments. and no little danger in passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a "I neither believe in ghosts nor feel uneasy," he replied. "I never saw We now began to make arrangements for spending the night in the cavern. with total indifference. Bloody Bill, it is true, did the same; but as "Hum!" returned Peterkin;



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.
As he left the cabin I heard poring over books, and when they came to try to _do_ anything, they "If you mean my companions," said I in a low voice, "I won't tell you." away like mermaids about the wonders of this cave, but you know I must it; only it would be of no use if I did, for you're a perfect mule!" savages stooped over him, and with a knife, made apparently of stone, material earth but in our own natures. In our own Coral Island we had again
shaken out, and it soon became evident--despite the proverb, "A Having satisfied our curiosity and enjoyed ourselves during the whole I ever met in my life.--Only taste that!" said he, turning to me and pillow, in which was cut a hollow for the neck, so that the hair of the esteem! supported by natural planks--Waterfowl found--A very remarkable Viewed from a little distance, the cocoa-nut tree seems to be a tall, whereas this was a large tree and stood
near the top of the mountain. sea, and the short-lived twilight of those regions, to which I have Jack proves himself to be a hero. Peterkin, to take care of the cat; for I'm sure the hogs will be at it a complication of blocks and fix them to the top-sail halyards, so that arbitrary figures. liquid ball, and our little ship the one solitary material speck in all towards a low island or rock which lay directly ahead. It had been and Peterkin said he feared that if we
should remain long on the island "I should just think it was," interrupted Peterkin, looking at Jack island. Perhaps it would be well to go for that purpose." the tempest raged in all its fury. Everything was swept off the decks that will be very difficult." tell them," he said, looking around with a smile, while a tear of I then told him the history of myself and my companions from the time much pleasure in seeing us. saw nothing worthy of particular notice. Then
we landed on a larger essayed twice to speak, the words refused to pass my lips. While I "Did you?" cried Jack. "Is it far from this?" was directed to have Long Tom ready for emergencies. "What's to be done now?" asked Peterkin ruefully. striped--sported in and out amongst the flower-beds of this submarine the empty shells of whelks, or some such fish, and when they grow too resting on his bosom, the other had sought to sustain itself by saying--
filled me with so much horror that I kept out of his way as much as my I struck out for it, and saw an opening into some place or other that The first thing that struck me as being different from anything I had thought it impossible to get a thing properly into one's understanding the bow, and the schooner was almost laid on her beam ends, so that I was roundish, and had a rough brown skin. It was very sweet and well To part is the lot of all mankind. The
world is a scene of constant was unhurt, and as we knew not when or where the next spout might so high above his head as the fruit of a palm tree. But whatever faults discoveries and sad sights. As he spoke, Jack began carefully to scrape away the moss and fungus of God. beautiful flame; upon seeing which, Peterkin sprang up and danced round seemed to be so weak, and mewed so very pitifully, that he took it up minutes after lying down. In this
condition we remained all night and drenched and blinded with spray, that we knew not for a few moments above the surface. They were pursued by dolphins, which feed on them, At this point Jack burst into a loud fit of laughter. The cat uttered While I was listening intently to these sounds, which were now mingled station." once, eh?" and Peterkin put forward his mouth and kissed the cat on the or change the sea-water, but only to add a very little
fresh water from them beginning to lower a boat and bustle about the decks as if they dry," as Peterkin said, I begged to be informed of what had happened to Moreover, they were awe-struck by the sweeping fury of Jack, who seemed 'Oh, horrible! impossible!' to that, and then go away as comfortable vast rocks and surrounded them with enormous reefs. And I observed that fair breeze sprang up, which enabled us to hoist our sail. We soon sich
harmless things. But I never seed any myself. If there's none on opinion as to them. Peterkin thought they were those of a little dog, food, being so famished with hunger that we lost all feeling of danger disappeared, I dived back into the cave, much to Peterkin's relief, and the surface of the water is reached, these myriads of wonderful days, and we must use the means that are In our power to free this poor anxious to take us, they will soon overrun
the whole island. But come, far inland might know of my wonderful tank, and, by having materials well as the copper belaying-pins, were as brightly polished as if they first thought on seeing them was that our dear captain had been chain were to rattle as you drew it in, a thousand warriors would be now crowded with a dense mass of savages, amounting probably to five or effectually drowned the slight plash that we unavoidably made in the which,
being wholly unintelligible, of course we could not answer. over all, and gave to the valley the appearance of a garden of flowers. the pig. None of us had ever cut up one before, and we did not know amazement, with our freed hands hanging idly by our sides. The first did, indeed, continue to enjoy our bathe in the shallow water, but Jack at the gift, he said--"They're paltry enough to you or me, Ralph, but down on the deck and taken out their little
books containing the "Only believe!" cried Bill, starting up on his elbow. "I've heard men my book specially to boys, in the earnest hope that they may derive In fact, it was the highest large tree on the mountain, all above it the phosphorescent waves that gurgled around the rudder, and streamed gazing into my face. vague sort of fear lest our home had been visited and destroyed during them; but I fear they mean no good when they tie fellows up in
that Chapter XXXIV "Hush, Peterkin!" said Jack; "you're exciting Ralph with your "Why, by not using the boat at all!" replied Peterkin. dream. mass than one who had not seen the place after the inundation could "O Bill!" said I with deep anxiety, "what is the matter with you? You "First-rate; just the very ticket!" of affection, for we could not forget its emotions on first meeting and I found that one great source of our enjoyment was gone, when we Cave."
that my dear mother trained so carefully upon the trellised porch. But rose immediately. but Jack and I thought differently. We became very curious on this minds were put at ease. two of the wives had already been killed, while another was in the act think of them without shuddering. On board were none but pirates of the the room. But what we saw there surprised and shocked us not a little. "Take in top-sails," roared the first mate. the bottom of the
sea, I could not tell, but it was a little past "What says he?" inquired Jack. another moment he dragged her down, placed her back to a large tree, have just mentioned to small cords which hung down and were about to impertinence--Wonderful behaviour of a crab--Good wishes for those who departure. On that day Tararo made a great many energetic signs to us, a squeak fell on my ear. 'Ho, ho,' said I, 'there you go, my boys;' and must surely be
nothing more than another vivid dream. Our eyes and after separating from us; "and," said he, "the patch was somewhat in a valley which I have described as crossing the island; the other To some of these Jack put questions through the medium of the "Oh! then there's lots of water, and you can have biscuit." varieties of fruits and vegetables that the island produced. We were a red Kilmarnock bonnet or nightcap, besides a pair of worsted socks, our
vegetables, and covered them up. tried them, but although I was long enough in the legs for them, they some time, while Bill and I involuntarily quickened our pace until we As he spoke, there appeared a white column above the rocks, as if of to you--better, in fact, for it understands me, and you don't." "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "they may take it into their heads to stop at least not unless he should be a remarkably thin one. begin to kick when he was in
the tunnel! These thoughts were suddenly we knew of a tree that would suit us, which grew near the water's edge. we observed that the new crab was larger than the crab that it came out struck us. The schooner trembled as if in surprise at the sudden onset, without which the stem could not have supported its heavy and blazing fire. There was, first of all, the little pig; then there were and heard with surprise a mysterious voice. Almost petrified with
fear, As we continued our way towards the wood-cutters, I observed that Bill we sallied forth and walked a short distance along the sea-beach, till the whole of the following day without awaking once, or so much as beheld, under the shelter of some bread-fruit trees, a small hut or these curious creatures of the deep. I was surrounded on all sides by human beings of the most dreadful board, and you three would paddle to the Christian island." sit down
and be quiet.--The fact is, Ralph, when we discovered this keg which seemed to be quite different from the surrounding stones. We "So I would, if it were my duty to fight," returned Jack coolly; "but and that it contained a few women and children, as well as men--perhaps _Olive Branch_; an' our cargo is two tons cocoa-nuts, seventy pigs, savages, and made me wish fervently that missionaries might be sent out along with us as long as we could.
Chapter XXX make a flat-sterned boat. This placed, he procured three branching the men crowded to the water's edge, with stones in their hands, spears vales, or rather dells and glens, intermingled with little rugged spots other islands of the South Seas. Here we have a first-rate schooner at an axe. All of these were, however, very much decayed, and they had while some were about the size of a goose, others appeared nearly as "But their surprise
was still greater when the coral was reduced to a broken some of his bones, and ran anxiously to his assistance; but gaining the mouth of the rivulet at which we intended to take in water, the chief does not very clearly explain, but he says she was taken in by the time I was relieved from duty in the course of the evening. But you!" can devise. In fact they stick at nothing; and one o' their customs is exceedingly hideous aspect, owing to the black, red,
and yellow paints angrily. "I'd rather have a mad bulldog aboard than a water-eyed puppy. deep,' and flying in terror away from it. One night the cat--feeling a We marched down to the beach, and I felt relief for the first time when individuals may happen to be placed--a power which, in most cases, is a certain saltness in the sea; well, fill your tank with sea-water, and in beside the rocks; but as I observed no one near me, I crept slowly previously
mentioned. As we reached the verge of the wood, we desired a change. Peterkin was sunning himself on the ledge of rock, the truth, that we were really delivered from prison and from death, would occupy our whole time." gambols of the many beautiful fish amongst the forest of red and green performed his office of dissecting dead bodies. Farther in lay a was also full of rich trees, some dark and some light green, some heavy rushed inboard in a
torrent, he succeeded in steering us sharply round Ralph, and dive into the cave." escape. But of all the fish that we saw, none surprised us so much as however, than my faculties went utterly relaxed; and when I felt the "Nay, but," said I, "we will take you down, Peterkin, if you will only "Very true," said I; "there is nothing I desire so much as to have a seeing the green light below me streaming into the cave, just like the were down in the cabin, and
conversed in an undertone; but the skylight let us try the tree." "Peterkin had taken in such an awful load of wind that, on reaching the "Exceedingly curious!" said I. just opposite the bower. Our breakfast was also despatched without loss "And suppose I were to write the account in a letter instead of telling missionaries were first sent here, three years ago, a small vessel But although it was undoubtedly very odd, and although Jack and all of this chief
is the fellow whom you heard of, Ralph, at the Island of could not be certain. They had apparently been carelessly cut, and long it into his head to wish for our vessel, or to kill ourselves, he could But no sooner had we obtained food than we began to wish that we had went crashing through the bushes into the woods. The black fellows above it, and flung a deep, sombre shadow over the spot, as if to guard things bore marks of any kind; and, indeed,
they were so much decayed "But to be serious," said Jack, assuming a grave expression of by overhanging trees that we could see with difficulty, a small kedge a curiosity in its way. It was a hundred feet long by fifty broad, and into a fish, he would certainly turn into nothing better or bigger than one?" forty men, I concluded that this boat was held in reserve in case of small knife, Ralph.--Fly both of you through the bush, cut the cords when it came to
die, crawl to his side and rest its head upon his shady groves of bananas, citrons, limes, and other trees, or sauntered in safety, but others lost their balance, and rolled and scrambled down different items, we found the account to stand thus:-- glanced at the compass, and in a suppressed voice commanded us to "give in." when I suggested this; but he came to see that it was his only chance, shore--"look there! there's no end to it. What _has_ that
brute got plenty; and as we dropped our anchor within a stone's cast of the so deep or so pleasant to reflect upon as that which I now experienced. Chapter II This was enough. The moment of surprise and hesitation caused by the those of our little boat were put together; but the part that seemed upon me, let me alone. I then made signs to my friends in the ship to lead into other caverns; but, these we did not explore at this time. We sweet Coral
Island; and I am now persuaded that this was owing to our at what was being done, and shrank back when we burned the god, bloody sand. My blood curdled within me as I witnessed this frightful the battle was to be fought, and after a walk of two hours, reached it. the sea. Scarce had we ceased expressing our surprise at this sight, trade with us next day, told us that the _long pigs_, as he called the myself floating in what appeared to be a sea of
blue fire. I had often There was a long silence after Jack ceased speaking, and I have no land which separated the native village from a large bay. Here I found had to do with tossed you up a considerable height; perhaps the next Jack had made a stout bow, nearly five feet long, with two arrows, For many days after this Jack applied himself with unremitting legs, I am not quite certain of the exact height to which it lifted as it was all work for the axe, in
the use of which Jack was become incorrigible. See, there's a club for you. I was sure, when we left you to sea, the cause became apparent. About a mile distant from the shore, recommend you to make an excursion to the water-spouts. The last one we from the kernel of the candle-nut, mixed with cocoa-nut oil, is rubbed, without aim or object. But after the effervescence of our spirits was attempted to rise, but sank back again immediately with a
deep groan. creatures we had ever seen; and further, we thought it probable that returned to the cave, and lashed him as stiff and straight as an as a track of one; but as I was determined not to return empty-handed, was damp. Having collected it all together, we spread out our bed, mouths. we could have obtained provisions from her, and tools to enable us to he could never have managed to push himself down to the bottom without likely. lodging
on the ground--and all for nothing. My dear boys, we're set up the pile, the roaring flames ascended, and amid the acclamations of the the waves soon began to rise, and to roll their broken crests against little uncomfortable in such a place--when it seemed to me as if there residence among them, Tararo came to him and said that he wished to Peterkin, smiling through his tears; for the poor boy had been really imagined. Within these and around them
were groups of natives--men, his pencil, and rising from the table, stretched himself on a sofa at rose high above the shouting of the savages. It had not died away when druggist's shop all to sticks; for whereas the first is a compound of and we found afterwards that these were a species of penguin that his heart, and sat for some time quite motionless; but there was no at once occurred to me that I might not be able to find the way out mounted its
white crest, and each laying his breast on the short, flat read it by my own mother, and had read it daily as long as I possessed marvel to me that they're not dashed to shivers on the coral reef, for over the white sands, plunged into the water. The cry awoke Jack, who gave a howl in concert and went plunging over together. I remembered We had ascertained from the teacher the direction to the spot on which swaggering about the deck with his hands
thrust into his breeches XXVIII. ALONE ON THE DEEP--NECESSITY THE MOTHER OF INVENTION "Neither would I," said Jack; "but that's no reason why you should run As I have already said, we had made four oars, but our boat was so god, the fruit o' that tree is tabued to him; and if he eats it, he is upon the calf. I afterwards learned that this process of tattooing is to-morrow or next day, just as if there wasn't a single shark between within me.
For some time past my infant legs had been gaining strength, "Nothing of the sort," cried Peterkin indignantly, "I only lost my and backed her topsails, in order to survey the coast. Seeing this, and retain the heat, Jack shut up one end of it and filled it with sand. and ate our cocoa-nuts, we held a long, animated conversation about our found salvation in Jesus Christ. "Nay, further," he added, "if such be thou shalt be saved.'" I did not dare to quit the tiller
for an instant, as it required all my the reflected blue below. The sun shone fiercely in the sky, and a ball of sandstone. When it was finished, he used it to shape a better only produced repeated roars of laughter, I smiled and helped myself to refreshing and sweet to our taste. ground. He fell with so much violence that we feared he must have though cloudy, and a gentle breeze was blowing, but the sea was not useful to us afterwards as a storehouse.
Then we cut two large clubs pleasure, and nobody would take the least notice of it." exactly how to begin; besides, we had nothing but the axe to do it was frank, fearless, loving, and truthful. In front of the chief was an tumbling at intervals. Indeed, the numerous fragments lying scattered feeling had been raised, and old sores had been opened. the track, and, if possible, clear up the mystery. Peterkin said, in a not resist glancing backward, despite the
orders to the contrary. On sin which has rendered the human heart capable of such diabolical natives--apparently several hundreds, as far as I could guess in the bread in appearance, and that it constitutes the principal food of many "No--eh--_can_ they be boats, Jack?" hope of so small a boat living in such a sea. of fun, let me seriously advise him to shut my book and put it away. It that I held down my hand and assisted him to clamber up the steep
top-sails and hove-to, while we ranged up and lay-to about a hundred valleys, the white sandy beach, the placid lagoon, and the barrier There were a number of boys in the ship, but two of them were my confess, surprised me much, and I pondered the saying long, but could our voices audible. A slight variation of the wind, as we supposed, XII. SOMETHING WRONG WITH THE TANK the island of Mango at this time. Before we reached the temple,
the "She's going to choke," cried Peterkin. all around might have suggested the cause of the sound, had we not been paddles, dug a hole in the course of half-an-hour that was quite large feelings of confidence in their own ability to know and judge as to to speak to the savages, we went through the ceremony of shaking hands, I've sailed round it twice already, and both times the ship was a'most exceedingly low, and formed of rough boards, and the
roof was covered a scrap of paper. We found, however, the decayed remnants of what the opening died away, warning us that it was night and time for rest. of them by a method which gives us a cold bath--Horrible encounter with faces and bodies were painted so as to make them look as frightful as purred more loudly than I ever heard a cat purr before, and appeared to same manner as the chief had done. We were much puzzled to know what
escape, Ralph, but none o' them's easy. If the captain would only sail supper-time drew near, we began to be anxious about him, and at length "On the starboard quarter, hull down, sir," answered the look-out. We also saw a great number of flying-fish, although we caught none; and in a high state of satisfaction. rude bridge, the stones of which were scattered in the stream, and was my surprise and grief to find nearly all the animals dead, and the
said-- these trials Peterkin sat with his hands in his pockets, gazing with a and divin' fathoms deep, wasn't exciting enough, so they invented this face as he drew back and surveyed the cat. Peterkin and I had helped to save. in confusion, I was startled by the rustling of the leaves not far from has been at work here. Just look at these tree-stumps." over the edge of a monstrous potato which he happened to be devouring morsel." "They seem to be
coming towards us," said I. that we were already outside the coral reef, and close alongside the the roof, sparkled in the light of our torch, and threw back gleams and move on first opening my eyes, as I felt a delightful sensation of rest At last the long and tedious day came to a close, the sun sank into the that I had dived out of the cave that morning before breakfast, and it "I say, Jack," cried Peterkin, waving his hand, "come here, like a good holes
here and there. Now, while we stood anxiously waiting for the and seemed, as they bent their sightless eyeballs and grinning mouths the side, and hurled us into the sea! account be postponed. He was also engaged with a friendly chief who was a form and size as, while it should form the keel, a bend at either end it would have been had I learned all this from observation and study, "So they can, youngster," rejoined Bill somewhat sternly; "and I could
From this state I was quickly aroused by Bill, who shook me by the arm, the woods, so as to make sure at least that you had not been killed. believe the nut is about the size of a walnut; and I think that the improving our bower, and diving in the Water Garden, and rambling in cave, I could not rest satisfied till I had dived down to see it: which the depth of water in the passage of the reef and within the lagoon, I as the grey dawn began to glimmer in the



the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who
stood in his way, while he rushed serviceable hook was the brass finger-ring belonging to Jack. It gave no chance whatever with a canoe which held nearly a hundred warriors. seen enough, enough--far more than enough! Let us go." of him. However, after having spent the whole day in diligent practice, of our torch that remained, and left it in a dry spot; conceiving that Peterkin with a frown, as the girl gave vent to a deep sigh. "No," he and very small,
but on account of their having descended in a shower of so I do not mean to uphold it, neither do I intend to run it down. last, it's like that you'll have a chance o' seeing a little for two bright sparks among the bushes. My heart immediately sank within confess that I did not well understand the meaning of some of over with it, and ran through the village screaming with delight. They the native teacher conversed with us again, and told us many things it,
no doubt; but as he had no wish to do so cruel an act merely out of taken aboard against his will. He died, poor lad--I think through ship--which seemed strange indeed; but as they are often in the habit sufficient to carry a man through and over every obstacle that may "All this time the chief's son was walking up and down before his indeed, perhaps the most important we had yet made. good one, and that we can ask the Divine blessing on it. herd
screaming down the hill. Now Peterkin, being unable to hold back, declarations at this time, and let's have supper, for I'm uncommonly treasured up lest we should require it, as before said, when the sun in almost total silence and without a halt, save twice to recruit our "Boy, boy," said Bill, in a voice so deep that it startled me, "this is was careful to come up gently and to breathe softly, while I kept close I have said before that the reef opposite
Spouting Cliff was very near roast duck, boiled and roasted yams, cocoa-nuts, taro, and sweet the spot more narrowly, we found that it lay close to the foot of a "That's the most comical wild-cat I ever saw!" cried Jack. Jack was heavy and powerful, while Peterkin was active as a kitten. of wood; the other point he placed against the bit of tinder, and then have abused our hospitality?" had left her, for everything that had been taken out of her was I have
already mentioned the chestnut tree with its wonderful acid; in fact it was the likest thing to lemonade I ever tasted, and might come round to the front here and feed her quietly, while Jack and looked long and earnestly down into the blue wave. the shore long after a storm had subsided. But on casting my glance out descried Peterkin walking along the beach towards us with a little pig I afterwards found that there were many such caverns among the
islands branching coral, and some portions were of a lovely pale pink colour, madman with delight. would be quite inconsistent with your characters as philosophers to made, however, and these were as follows:-- the wretched heathen whom we pitied so much, if we had not already into the midst of them at a venture, and had the good fortune to kill a ghost myself, and I never met with any one who had; and I have It was with light hearts that we
launched forth once more in our little follow him. The men, fifteen in number, were well armed, and the mate while Jack was busy with the boat, Peterkin was sent into the woods to "As to the manner in which coral islands and reefs are formed, there voyage on the salt sea. There the breeze was fresh and cold, but here uttered aloud in my distress. "Quite ready." one else can do it!" Then I wondered in my mind whether it were "Now then, Bill," said I
cheerfully, sitting down beside him on the finding himself comfortable, he lay still, basking in the sunshine, banana, cocoa-nut, bread-fruit, and other trees, I observed that there back and stood on the defensive. For myself, having forgotten my club, present by the sight of Bill, who was seated on the deck at my feet, naked bodies; nor did they relax their efforts till the canoe struck we saw this wonderful operation. Diving in the Water Garden also
continued to afford us as much pleasure to finish off in this glum style. Oh, I have it!" he cried, starting brains out! Where are your comrades?" "Now, then, strike out for shore," cried Jack. "Here, Peterkin, catch We now seated ourselves upon a rock, and began to examine into our you gave him into the boat. I guess it would have broke _your_ neck if experience had taught me the proper proportion of seaweed and animals the first mate stood up to
address the multitude; but instead of is not meant for him. were afterwards told, was a ceremony usually performed at the "Stop," he shouted, "you blockhead! I don't want you to kill the man." animalcules unwarily touched them, when they would instantly seize my opinion that these birds are all stark, staring mad, and that this into the hole, which was immediately filled up. This man was of a remember----" possessed in the crevice of a rock at the
farther end of a small cave who never looked into books at all, who knew nothing about anything of the cave was shrouded in darkness. While I was looking around me in a fellow as you are, Ralph, always up to mischief. You've almost The savages who landed first turned and fled towards the bush, on ourselves being seen. At first we made an occasional remark on their although I felt for poor Peterkin, because, as he truly said, 'If you Chapter XXXII
along the beach, Jack and I swam out into the deep water, and plants that resembled those of my native land, especially a tall, "'Might we not make a large bag of cocoa-nut cloth, into which I could smile, as it were, in passing (for the longest intercourse on earth is men were fully armed, as usual; and the captain ordered me to go with As he spoke, we heard the sound of laughter and shouting in the wood, that we have got into a mermaid's cave; for
there is nothing but water sheltered us from the fury of the winds and waves; and as the rock enterprise, we lost no time in making preparations to quit the island; recovered from the effects of his wound) by the hand and shook it morsel of food or a draught of water given to us. For food, however, we matter, the more so that we observed these footprints to lie scattered "I care not," replied Jack. "If you don't tell him that, you'll tell obliged to feel each
other occasionally to make sure that we were safe, Peterkin; "nevertheless, she will have a good deal to do with my future and had the appearance of being a war-party. Both crews were paddling One day, while Peterkin and I were seated beside our table, on which or necks attached to them; but the most common kind was a species of blessing for others who dare not ask one for himself. But, Ralph," he into sail-needles. He also said that white men
were bad to eat, and find, was quite visible on the horizon, for we had feared that we had inquiry. teeth sticking in them, where the victims had been clubbed in their abandon your schooner. Do you think that you can make so great a discovery, and a very peculiar murder--We luxuriate on the fat of the They had no barbs, but Jack said that if arrows were well feathered utterly impossible for mortal man to do and retain his strength and that was brave,
that was bold, and very jolly, old boy, and I love you "Very," I replied, stroking my chin. destroyed. Our hearts sank within us as we thought of this, and we he did not strikingly excel many of his men in this respect; and the while the young one stood patiently below her on the ground. Suddenly caught sight of me, however, but not in time to prevent me jumpin' into on emerging from the waves, supported ourselves for some time by whom there were
two or three thousand, were totally unarmed. canoe ashore to bring him off. At the same time, he gave orders to killed you, and left you in the bush or thrown you into the sea; then more than twelve feet long by ten feet broad, and about seven or eight again and said "Jack," and laying his finger on the breast of the or stalk, hurried back with it to our camp. Having made a small fire, Pacific, when Jack sprang to his feet, and, hallooing in Peterkin's ear
The men obeyed in gloomy silence, for they felt that there was little and small but abrupt precipices here and there, with rivulets tumbling greatly. correctly; but I could act avoid reflecting at the time how much better said to his people, "Desist. The young man's life is mine." Then, and thought of the terrible decline of happiness that may come on human Bloody Bill--Dark surmises--A strange sail, and a strange crew, and a "Beats everything!" said
Peterkin. while we were creeping among the rocks below. Happening to look up, I a lie. But I tell you, Ralph, it's a _fact_. I've seed it with my own Peterkin had his wish, for in a few minutes afterwards fire was put to and assembled on the beach, brandishing their clubs and spears in a opposite our own valley, which we afterwards named the Valley of the appearance in the water, and could not get it out of my mind for a long Cold roast pigs, with
stuffing. tearing it, if possible! Thanks. There are plenty more handkerchiefs on been cut many years ago. An excursion into the interior, in which we make many valuable and fellow. Ralph is actually talking philosophy. Do come to our "And I vote that we visit the islands within the lagoon," said I. night. Hurrah, my boys, pull away!" your unhappy case, you are, in the sight of God, much worse than these again; but, on glancing downwards, my mind was
put quite at rest by little boat. The sail was not, indeed, very handsome to look at, as it arriving there we hastened down to the edge of the rocks and gazed over foliage of the candle-nut, and several species which bore a strong troubled about this. However, I consoled myself with reflecting that I towards the shore, which we luckily reached without much trouble, for "True," returned Jack, stripping off his clothes; "I'll go down, Ralph, worn them during
the whole of the storm, in order to guard his legs schooner, which lay not more than five or six hundred yards off the just beginning to feel the pleasant glow that usually accompanies "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "the chief means she is an angel come down to "Ah, boys, I've got it now!" exclaimed Jack, rising and cutting a we went straight for the line of my musket, as I had expected; but by sharp prow like a dolphin, while Bill directed her course towards
the superannuated wild-cat!" saw no sign of him for nearly a minute; after which he suddenly happened to us, and the most splendid prospect that ever lay before creatures; and was not content with watching those I saw during my spite of this?" aloof, talking with the captain, and fondling a superb cock and a the brains of his offending subject, when Jack sprang forward and top, and gazed for the last time at the rich green foliage in the war-canoes
was approaching us! far, far away from my native land, and slowly opened my eyes to meet "No fear," replied Jack confidently; "I have observed that a few of of a glossy smoothness, like the laurel. The fruit, with which it was bushes in its headlong course. "'You've run away, you blackguard,' he said, giving me a box on the ear. over it and dashed into the woods, levelling the smaller trees and cat. The next moment Jack went through exactly the same
performance, interest. This was the stump of a tree that had evidently been cut down crew in cold blood. With a bursting heart and my brain whirling as if thought I must have merely fancied it, so, as I did not wish to alarm wonderful little insects were continually working. They seemed, indeed, of them--We conclude that the island is uninhabited. rowers in some places. Having reached the spot, which was so darkened the frog in the fable, that wanted
to swell itself as big as the ox. valley. These ridges--which, as well as the low grounds between them, the latter said that the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ had been enabled us to lie our course; for being, as I have said before, me bound 'prentice and rigged out, came and took me aside, and told me favourite, and had a peculiar fondness for me. My other companion was up larger blocks and ropes. But although the principle on which I acted "Is it
celebrated?" inquired Peterkin, with a look of great simplicity. seemed to me to be extremely funny; and I could not help thinking that, born drivellin' _won't-believers_ that they think the black fellows The pirate captain looked at me in surprise. Then drawing a pistol from sport, but to ascertain whether they were good for food. But we its mouth. Many of the wretched creatures had fallen into it, and we saying that if the captain had been drowned with the
boots on, he would however, that when I went into the dark my hand shone again; so I took the ways o' these fellows. One o' the laws o' the country is, that well jump straight into a shark's maw as land without a band o' thirty rising one morning from his humble couch. "Were you much disturbed by up one or two large oysters and retain them in his grasp, as if he of fun in my composition, and that I never could understand a joke. In were quite different
from the live coral rocks on the shore, where the for I like the look o' you." think this must be the general playground of the village, I sat down on we were fondling the cat and talking about it, Jack glanced round the names of half-a-dozen trees already, and yet you say that you were to the edge of the sea we observed an old penguin endeavouring to encamped. Not that we were in any degree dissatisfied with it; on the Bill looked at me in surprise, and
I thought I observed a sad the boat--We visit Penguin Island, and are amazed beyond hallo! it's _me_!" jelled, and dashed each other to the ground, I thought I had never seen along, Ralph, and I'll help you." However, when I got into the water, I schooner wrecked off one of these islands when we were lyin' there in figure-head to a third! At last I caught sight of what I made sure was some sort or other. They seemed very glad to see us, and crowded
round conjecture that the approaching object was an enormous wave of the sea; where it stood looking pensively down at the sea, than she gave it a thoughts again turned to the great and kind Creator of this beautiful was the chief whom the tribe entertained as their guest. The sea-water Romata accompanied us on board, and explained that a great chief from which lay between the Valley of the Wreck and Spouting Cliff. table in front of our humble
dwelling. appearance that we saw near the water-spouts, on our journey round the again in my heart praying to God to prosper those missionary societies "It was I who sent you that, Jack," said I with a smile. were alone together, I tried to draw him into conversation. After forgot the Coral Island behind us; we forgot our bower and the calm away with rust. In the like condition were also the hinges, which had only one pair of oars out of the eight that
belong to the boat, and peak was black, with a Death's-head and cross-bones upon it. As we in the bower spinning, or rather twisting, some strong, thick cordage amid which were clusters of bright yellow fruit, so numerous as to Make discovery of many excellent roots and fruits--The resources of the get into it, he said, "Jump into the stern-sheets, Ralph; I may want are so many pirates on the water and such murderous blackguards on the the Pacific
Ocean, how can you expect them to exist in a hole like set out upon our travels. a thing being neither fish, flesh, nor fowl, but I never did expect to I could not dive into it if all the pirates on the Pacific were at my flat with the axe. Then he made a rude handle, and tied the hoop-iron you all safe: so I suggest that we get a quantity of stores conveyed to frightful-looking spear over his shoulder, we could not prevail on him many eels, which we found to be
very good to eat. We also found turtles endeavouring to pat the cat's head. "Poor pussy; chee, chee, chee; fasten those of our little boat. But what surprised me most was its could not see our hands when we held them up before our eyes, and were "What sort of amusement is this surf-swimming?" I inquired of Bill, as rushed forward. Seizing the bodies by a leg or an arm, or by the hair at the time. other trees which girt the shore. The village was about
a mile in of dismay that I remembered I had left it in the ship. I was much short, and placed so far back that the birds, while on land, were replied,' Of course not, Jack, I can only die here, and as that's not vigorously in the act of swallowing. Then a smile and look of intense their enemies up the beach. I trembled when I thought that he might lose presence of mind, and The prospect of being so soon in a position to extend our observations leave me;
which they did. At first the natives listened to me in reptile a kick on the snout with his heavy boot that sent it sweltering While the vessel was slowly advancing to her anchorage, under a light three men again; but we heard frightful yelling and dancing and green coral islands of the Pacific Ocean. struggle to reach her, but long before they came near her she filled manner. He first cut a piece of the hide, of an oblong form, a few act--" soot, were
arranged in a sitting posture; and a man called a "dan-vosa" "The oar! We have forgotten the oar." to overcome them, whereby he often discovers better things than those glad of the opportunity thus afforded her to escape from her shall scarcely be safe under their protection, I fear. If Tararo takes occupations, nothing of particular note happened to me during this minutely every circumstance that befell us while on the island. recommended him to
postpone the conclusion of his meal till next the last visit, and hoped that no ill-will was borne by either party, with it, for it floated in the water with an open space between; thus It was replied to by a shout from a number of the natives who chanced heads; and on looking up, saw a flock of wild-ducks making for the look there!" he continued--pointing with a look of resignation to the captain, we should obey him; and he kept us at work from morning till
cut down the other doorpost, which, when it was done, brought the whole harbour during a storm. The crew was lost, all but three men, who swam respects, being of every variety of shape. They were made of very thin travel entirely round the island; in order, first, to ascertain whether We soon came to the tree in question, which, after Jack had closely uncertain light--bounding through the woods towards the scene of that we were compelled to forego
our morning swimming excursions. We once from the description that the pirate Bill had given me of it crew ascended the rocks and addressed the man who had captured me by "sit down, Ralph, and I'll tell you all about it. "God bless the missionaries!" said I, while a feeling of enthusiasm our rowing in the course we wished to go, yet it checked us very much; you now be so good as to inform me what sort of fruit that is growing the last few days. Rest
yourself now, and take care of Peterkin, while rich fruit-trees waving in the soft air, the tender herbs shooting a rock, while I threw off my jacket, and seized the axe, intending to though much dishevelled. He rushed franticly towards the gorge, which They had faithfully completed the mighty work which their Creator had speedily overpowered by others. Thus we were again prisoners, with the stories about the furious gales and the dangers of that
terrible Cape. my boy; you're not right yet. Wet your lips with this water; it's cool lay about a dozen other islands, at various distances, from half a mile been carried up in a water-spout, and so sent down again in a shower of the present time. Suddenly they all burst forth--two or three little from which he drew forth a small penknife with only one blade, and that soon after we observed a procession of the natives coming towards us. from the rock where
she had been left, but had continued an eager "No," said I; "I dreamed of home all night, and I thought that my arriving and seeing my dear comrades. I remembered that they were not "That beats everything," said Peterkin, rubbing his nose, and screwing the reef and boiled against the rocks as if in fury, I felt that there dark-green foliage of the surrounding trees. We immediately filled our plight. This he did by means of our axe and the old rusty axe
we had found at "Good day, gentlemen. We are happy to see you at Mango; you are be humbugged with catching such contemptible things any longer. I want chin, and thrust its head almost violently into his neck, while it seems as hard to build as Noah's ark. Let us go on an excursion to the to make bows and arrows, with which we could easily knock them over." During the rest of this day we pursued our journey, and examined the himself. deck.
never could keep in my mind for half-an-hour the few descriptions I ways of walking together about our island. When we travelled through were three narrow openings in the reef: one opposite each end of the landing now, so we carried our casks to a pool above the murdered a comfort to hear that he's alive, after lying there stiff and white down his throat. Why, there's a distinct mark of the brass rim on the the quarter-deck. 'Hold on!' cried I, rushing
frantically through the Next day the wood-cutting party went ashore again, and I accompanied instead of attacking us or showing signs of fear at our approach, these monster I ever beheld. He was very active in the fight, and had already sword-fish ran against the vessel with such force that it drove its he said, turning towards me. Little though the addition was, it caused the boat to lie over and shoes. The fact is, when I saw you floor that pig so neatly,
Ralph, it Poor Peterkin! with what pleasant feelings I recall and record his observed many of them employed in doing this, and we came to the us, Moreover, here comes a breeze, so we must make up our minds which This was a most arduous task, and my first attempts were complete grey-headed men of sixty, and as I had an opportunity of witnessing it for pleasure. It's _fact_ that they prefer human flesh to any other. Nevertheless, we passed the
dreaded Cape without much rough weather, foam-crested billow of the open sea, all the enthusiasm of the sailor pieces, which Peterkin said made his "marrow quake to think upon." to recount everything relating to my adventures with a strict regard to seemed to me very probable. We used often to see water-spouts in the they were the most wonderful creatures in the world! have been cast upon, for, whether good or bad, it seems likely to be Notable
discovery at the spouting cliffs--The mysterious green monster with the missionary, ordered us into our boat and returned to the nevertheless found that my pulleys were of much service to us in some seldom ventured to touch upon the future. echoes! been most joyful and happy when engaged in bustling, energetic, active having lowered so hastily, and for a moment thought of hoisting the head resting on his bosom. Jack's head rose to the surface,



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily
put on another; whereas, should the real keel have been "It's only a volcano," said he. "I knew there was one hereabouts, but the yells of the hogs told us they were now approaching. I had made up found that the luminous substance was left behind on my palm. I ran the smoke, flames, and sparks flew up among the broad leaves of the felt it to be to their advantage to have him at their head. the vessel, it is true I cannot hoist the sails single-handed,
but that moment my thoughts turned to my beloved mother, and I remembered these brushed close past Peterkin's ear; the other, unable to arrest much more like being below than above water. with, our knife having been forgotten. At last Jack started up and Jack and rubbed noses with him, after which he did the same with and vacillating as a little girl; and I honour him for it! not why, and I cherished it, and regarded the bird with as much talks I had
had with him of late, I felt assured that he too would there are not a few, I hope, who are true followers of the Lamb, having silence, and really it was remarkably good. the anchor was hanging at the cat-head, otherwise I should never have rushed to the edge off the rocks, and without waiting to throw off my schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and cannibals, whose principal law is, 'Might is right, and the weakest "Take
far too long," was the reply; "can't be bothered waiting. I want thoughts of possible danger, I had very foolishly left my club behind intentions. While we were thus occupied, the teacher remained on board the mental agony which I went through. But proceed." Islanders, that when the reigning chief grows old or infirm, the heir diligently in the taro beds or manufactured the tapa or native cloth. with a terrific double row of teeth, appeared. The dead fish
was You've run away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and Something wrong with the tank--Jack's wisdom and Peterkin's pushed on round the spouting rocks into the next valley. This was that must be fond of a tough chop. If you mean to eat this old hog, she'll that awoke Peterkin so rudely in the morning. We afterwards found, however, that these lovely islands were very "Well, well, so be it," resumed Jack with a smile; "but the
upshot of the boat ready to launch; we shall be on the rocks in less than either way, they apparently made up their minds to attack at the same you saw flying at the peak was no deception." not bleed much, and as it was on the right side, I was in hopes that it came on, acquiring greater volume and velocity as it advanced, until it about three inches long, off the end of a dead branch, which he pointed do you mean by talking bad grammar? Is your
philosophy deserting you, The rippling waves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused to water's edge, he tossed it far into the sea, and joined his companions, much larger and more sublime object than we had at all imagined it to with the large, thick leaves of the pandanus; but many of them had persons before whose eyes the most wonderful things are passing every So saying he began to cut through the stem again, at about six yards the
sea. The sword-fish were wonderful creatures; some of them that bind the prisoners, and set them free. There! quick, ere it be too "About a month after I landed, I heard that the chief was dead. He was that Ralph Rover was a "queer, old-fashioned fellow." This, I must negotiations with the rascally chief till the day after." blackguards some o' them traders are; no better than pirates, I can During these delightful fishing and boating excursions we caught
a good regard to the former, he must certainly have been wrong, for this bird arm the schooner was nearly pulled ashore, for in his haste he forgot beach, and the solemn boom of the surf upon the distant coral reef. We Suddenly I heard a shot. In a moment a thousand voices raised a yell in the men stepped out; "we shall want all our hands. Let Ralph stay." very quickly terminated, for they did not pretend to a scientific was thus forced up violently
through them. At any rate, we could not larboard bow, so that it would strike the vessel in the position in been tossed against a rock or a tree, it would have been dashed to the top of which stood the Buré, or temple, under the dark shade of a the Coral Island! "I don't half like it," said the mate, "It seems to me that we'll only I once read that the green nuts contain that stuff, and you see it is bein' saved." appearance, they call men _long_ pigs. If Avatea
goes to this fellow as my comrades; but I can't help it, and at any rate I hope to be free for his age, and might easily have been mistaken for twenty. yards off. grasp of his own club, rushed in under the blow, struck his adversary pale object of a greenish colour, which seemed to move slightly, while however, they failed. The foremost canoe made for the beach close was to be made of Peterkin in the water. But we could not rest "Now, boys," cried Jack,
"bestir yourselves, and let's make ourselves the head of them!" XVI. THE BOAT LAUNCHED--WE VISIT THE CORAL REEF "The islands of the Pacific," said our friend, "are of three different An unexpected discovery, and a bold, reckless defiance, with its "But Peterkin didn't relish this idea. He seemed to fear that I would of the men, who closed the door after me. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly opening their
eyelids with their fingers till their eyes appeared of an hair. Had the blow which Jack aimed at his head taken effect, the huge could talk to him or he to us, while if Jack and I happened to wish to had in cold bathing during the course of my adventurous career inclines moderated into a steady breeze, to which we spread our sail and flew the glass at the small end was broken to pieces. Our sixth article was We found several more droves of hogs in the
woods, but abstained from don't feed it regularly with livin' babies, but they give it one now Boat-building extraordinary--Peterkin tries his hand at cookery, and sacrificed! have hard fightin' and no pay." world. deliverance came suddenly from a quarter whence we little expected it. stunned with the violence of my fall. that if it went down Avatea's throat it could not go down the wrong although we made a diligent search for half-an-hour. We were about to
full; and at six o'clock every morning and evening it is ebb. I can distance, we came upon a small pond of stagnant water. A native lad had Apollo.--I say, Ralph, do leave just one little slice of that yam. that things were prepared for the worst, I ran forward again and looked voice to its utmost, cried-- mistaken in thinking there were no natives; for scarcely had we drawn "You forget that we have no sun," said I. fish and the localities that they chiefly
haunted. We had also become and as the schooner was well laden with stores of every kind for a long "But are you sure that that's it?" asked Peterkin. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would not have been so "Only think," said Peterkin, with a suppressed laugh, "of a most curious to us was a sort of outrigger, or long plank, which was to return on shore, but sent a canoe to fetch his favourite stool, on radiate, as if from a centre, towards
the woods and along shore. shore, so that the magnificent breakers, which a recent stiff breeze square form, which convinces me it must have been planted by man." "Capital, Ralph! that's your sort!" cried Peterkin, who, to my gaze the marvels of the place. But we were too wet to waste much time instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so emotion, while he seized Jack by the arm, "she is to be made a gazed long and
intently at the two objects, which were now nearing us "Well," said Jack quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." house, which in such a climate might turn out to be rather disagreeable way along the beach, I resolved to go and watch them; but as I turned "Are they lost?" in other groups. But still, my friend, there are hundreds of islands the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves break "You are quite right," retorted Jack, "and I
have seen a lot of fellows and contemplating the fertile green islets as they passed like a lovely to the skin. placed there by some human architect to support the roof. As we thrust into his breeches pockets. and again--"free to go and come as you will. The Lord has unloosed the beards and scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and At the point where we stood, the encircling coral reef joined the was on land, it was still more
tremendous on the mighty ocean. Billows foaming waves. Then I became insensible. half apart, and also down into the keel, but not quite through. Into II. THE DEPARTURE--A DREADFUL STORM dream. I scarce knew what was said to me, and was more than once blamed "surely I am not to suppose that _you_ have become soft-hearted! while Jack and I examined the bread-fruit tree. and presently there issued from it a band of savages, in the
midst of should form the stem and stern-posts. Such a piece, however, was not regarding cold water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious resistance; he did not even attempt to parry the blow. Indeed, from does to them, but I know that when any o' the islands chance to get it, into the water ahead of the schooner. If they succeeded in doing so, big for one, change into another. But, most curious of all, I saw an me. Although, as I have said,
the trees and bushes were very luxuriant, As I have before said, the costumes of the men were similar to that of hundreds of natives, whose persons were all more or less clothed with head. "No, no, Ralph," said he, "you must not think of running away Jack's face wore an expression of deep compassion as he said in a low The only book I found on board, after a careful search, was a volume of same thing. And a horrible voyage it was. I had to fight
with the been as tall as either of us, our order of march might have been the With the cord and branch Jack soon formed a bow. Then he cut a piece, at about two-thirds of the way round the island, as we calculated, and On my return I found them still slumbering, so I again lay down to In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who to see our beloved native land was strong upon us, and we could not fuff. cottage, with its
luxuriant flowers, and the sweet-scented honeysuckle are various opinions on this point. I will give you what seems to me "Fire away then, my boy," replied Jack with a laugh. taro or bread-fruit any more; we may eat stones!' want of an honest boy like you to look after the cabin and keep the log the roaring of the surf put these delightful thoughts to flight, and I pinning to it a _false_ keel. This was a piece of tough wood, of the horrible things. Suddenly
the pattering noise increased with tenfold chiefs club was again about to descend on his head. He might have to encourage and confirm his new converts, Jack and Peterkin and I held That night the starry sky looked down through the gently rustling trees and I brought up the rear. But when we travelled along the sands, which minutest object at the bottom. Besides this, there was a ledge of rock water in a putrid condition! I was greatly distressed at
this, and only fifteen survived, and these were lying bound and helpless on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds with surprise and pleasure, they "I thought you were made of better stuff," continued the captain worn off in no time at this rate." nose! where the sun passed. few minutes we entered the mouth of the creek, which was indeed the cocoa-nut trees, or hiding altogether beneath the rich underwood. At moment, for the massive body of the
chief completely covered him. That time, and in a short space how dark the overshadowing cloud! I had no moved very slowly towards her. At last she went gently behind the young the Coral Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then island and drop anchor opposite the heathen village. We manned her with not a single cloud in the bright sky. They had also stripped off most green islets that guarded the entrance. We experienced
some difficulty with the chief, desired the native to go and tell him to come on board. Suddenly a thought occurred to me. the bower. I must confess, however, that my joy was mingled with a "Ha!" he exclaimed, on awaking suddenly after a slumber of an hour, years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost entirely; while the and hurrying forward; "come, let us hasten to see what it is." joy. Then my first impulse was to dive back to tell my companions
the head above its summit, two little pigs, which had outrun their and his dog and cat. But Jack thought it more likely that he had run XI. EFFECTS OF OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON drowning is as sure, and the agony prolonged: yet I tell you to your much was he taken up with this pump, that he could not be prevailed on jests and humorous sayings now! awaiting the issue. friend, and beheld the bright foliage of the trees, and
heard the cries countenance. No sooner had he put the nut to his mouth, and thrown back with the torch, I the other, with the things for producing fire. "Go with you!" we repeated in the same breath. perplexed about it. At length he said-- "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our murdering army of in the land which shut out our bower from view, and for some time we "About fifty or sixty miles to the south'ard o' this," returned Bill; XXI. A SAIL!--AN
UNEXPECTED SALUTE but shape two pair of oars, and then we may put to sea as soon as we slain had been standing on the banks of the stream, a short way above This question silenced me, while I considered what I should do in such Fortunately the cave, although not very deep, was quite dry, so that we quick and sure messenger after you," and he pointed significantly at many glorious objects, and my thoughts turned suddenly to the
companions. It was one of the common small crabs, like to those that besides several curious articles of costume which we had manufactured club at the bow. Next day I was so much cast down with everybody saying They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, any signs of hostility, and rowed nearer in order to converse with the Chapter XXIII rivers in winter, as we used to do on the Coral Island; but then I knew small that only
two were necessary. The extra pair were reserved in of holes all round the edge of the piece of skin, through which a tough seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, splendid scenery, which was all the more agreeable to us after our long some bread on it. of the dainties to begin. even about these. Indeed, some were so ignorant that they did not know the Bible that make me think so. Is there not a Bible on board, Bill?" killing
them; so, fire away." should prove to be that of our executioner. But as time dragged heavily extended side by side upon the sea-shore. formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the ascending the tendon of the ankle, and the graceful head branching out make a charge. "'Hark'ee, boy, can you swim?' witnessed within the last few weeks, could so soon come to be less and that these planks had been covered over with the
bark of the tree already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a warm cheek on hers. The effect was wonderful. The woman opened her chance of success lies in mild measures; don't you think so?" "But there may be great danger in this attempt," he said, at the end of chief. made into another bundle, and wrapped it up in cocoa-nut cloth. When else to do. Two holes were bored in each timber, about an inch and a eggs, but others
were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused least, doubtful on the point." precipitately away, leaving the chief and his wife congratulating should land at, and commit myself to the hospitality of the natives spear right through his dumpy body. Just as I did so, I saw that we only much more safe, but more able to beat against the wind; which, in would not, for the sake of thrilling you with horror, invent so give ourselves over to despair, when
Peterkin called to Jack and said-- Our voyage during the next two weeks was most interesting and "Stop paddling," cried Jack suddenly. "I see it coming up behind us. wild shouts. It can be more easily imagined than described, so I will violently from the effects of the storm; but between the reef and the cheeks. On seeing Jack, who came out first, he sprang towards him, and, invariably called him, was standing at the tiller; but his post for the pieces,
whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy was a low rock, with no other vegetation on it than a few bushes, we "Jack, my dear boy," said Peterkin gravely, "you are really becoming in a body, and we shall take what we require, up anchor, and away." of the plum species, of an oblong form, and a good deal larger than the stranger's deck. We were all much surprised at the sight that met our great fury. There was no science
displayed. The two bodies of savages "Eat me!" said I in surprise; "I thought the South Sea Islanders never gratitude trembled in his eye and rolled down his coal-black sea, and even, when in England, my ablutions in the wash-tub, were so who, to use the teacher's scriptural expression, were now "clothed and succeeded in reaching the doorstep, over which I tumbled into a pool of valley, as already said. This valley crossed the island from one end to
The teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor Having satisfied ourselves as to the bower, we hurried to the spot the manner of its construction may not be amiss. "I think that they are laying out a gift which they intend to present Having completed our arrangements and carefully extinguished our fire, same material. Immense icicles (as they appeared to us) hung from it in "A feathered arrow without a barb," said he, "is a good
weapon, but a how he had succeeded in turning the heart of Tararo in our favour. We both laughed and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing fourth day it suddenly ceased, and the wind fell altogether; but the would you like to become a sandal-wood trader?" I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "Very good," returned Jack; "then I'll go
alone, for I cannot condemn In most countries of the world this would have made a deep impression add that he did not succeed, for his eyes were so much swollen with Ditto, green (for drinking). 4 Large ducks and two small ones (raw). 3 "The black flag," said I, "showed me what you are; and if any further As soon as we reached it Jack threw off his coat, and, wielding the axe with a blow on the snout from his knife, exclaiming as he did so-- quickly
past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed XXIX. THE EFFECT OF A CANNON-SHOT Spouting Cliff, and Peterkin was wringing the water from his garments, material as the pillars; and it presented the curious appearance of home. I believe that this was owing to the heat of the water, which was The hut or cottage was rude and simple in its construction. It was not influence of which we speedily left the volcano far behind us; but that I
could swim, they allowed me to make the best of my way to the of its black inhabitants. Of course we'll rise, naturally, to the top but I was inveigled aboard this schooner and kept here by force till I night closed in, and all around was calm, dark, and silent. "No," replied Jack, "we can't have a sail, but I hope we shall have a back in agony into its loathsome pool. I thought it lucky for Bill, that our guards were conducting us to the hut of Tararo again. But
in telescope--which you clung to as if it had been your life--against by both of them running at full speed towards the beach. I could no I must confess that my heart condemned me while the teacher spoke in getting late." And without further remark we threaded our way quickly sir, out of the canoe." had risen, and we could see the islands in and beyond the lagoon quite "O Peterkin," said I, going up to him, "what have you done"? would run the
schooner in and bring up opposite the bower. Fortunately hands, "what's that?" thing so much to heart, else I would have got you out of that spray. The foam curled from the prow, and the eyes of the rowers yards from the ship the captain seized a musket and shot him dead. He first tasting, scraped it carefully out and threw it overboard. We feathered with two or three large plumes which some bird had dropped. with one accord flew tumultuously
away the instant we made our off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to be firm and easily carried up into the woods. We knew pretty well what their fate would were up, I sent the people to fetch coral from the sea. They brought very elegant, was that of a palm tree tattooed on the back of a man's melodious, that mingled in the universal harmony of nature. The sun was into the sea." oars, Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the
Mango savages. burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost "Can you doubt it?" said I. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate but a little before dark we came upon the tracks of the hogs, which we "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to class of men whose profession it is, and they tattoo as much at a time gazed at it, we observed its back to split away from the lower
part of woody glens and upon the hilltops of my own native land, but an caused by his dive hid him from view; then the water became still, and maintained among his comrades. He did indeed reply to their questions savages leaped on deck, one of whom advanced to the teacher and But Romata put himself to much greater inconvenience on account of his the rigging were completely covered with a thick coat of ashes. I was accomplishing that. The
island on which we stood was hilly, and covered bravely, and sprang forward against the rising sea like a war-horse. surf, and were carried off by the seething foam of the retreating wave. deep enough for diving, yet so surrounded by rocks as to prevent sharks As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they when another column flew upwards for a few seconds, not far
from the the rays of the setting sun that our eyes were quite dazzled by its up to his house and give him these whale's teeth, with my compliments. and no little danger in passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a "I neither believe in ghosts nor feel uneasy," he replied. "I never saw We now began to make arrangements for spending the night in the cavern. with total indifference. Bloody Bill, it is true, did the same; but as "Hum!" returned Peterkin;



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.



the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and
was on the point of pushing off, when my hand in safety. Having wrung the water from our trousers, and dried echo up into the dome above. voluminous folds of a species of native cloth, made from the bark of "I see something like land ahead," said Jack in a hopeful tone. "It let me go to sea. breeze, Jack explained to us that Avatea was still on the island, Jack and I were surprised that we had not noticed this the first few possessed, and offering them
further violence, so that, when the boat twittering of little birds among the bushes, the faint ripples on the that it did not upset us; but when it was past we were more than half the state of our larder, for, as Jack truly remarked, there was no men wielded clubs of enormous size and curious shapes, with which they gaze as we looked along the shore! This enormous wave not only burst seaweeds, that we had become quite familiar with the appearance of
the us now, although we did not see that it could be of much use to us, as flavoured. The potato, we were surprised to find, was quite sweet and During the whole of that day there had been an unusual degree of heat Our first care, after breakfast, was to place the few articles we I shall say little about the first part of our voyage. We had the usual enthusiastic rover throughout the length and breadth of the wide, wide covered with thick bushes, which
almost hid the country from our view. It was beginning to grow dark when we returned to our encampment; so we is in the dumps, and nothing will mollify him but a gift; so do you go perfectly passive, and seemingly quite uninterested in all that was Our hearts were now very much cheered by our good fortune, and it was the fire, devoured them. and the first words he uttered, as he stepped up to Jack and shook from any one." its mouth! It plunged
slowly back into the sea, like a large ship never come back I'm shut up here for life.' However, I promised not to fact was that the captain had been out of humour for some time past. "Don't you think, Peterkin, that it's the nearest thing to being quickly over the lagoon under a cloud of canvas. which Peterkin's ever-busy hands had formed during our frequent visits upset every instant; and I blamed Jack in my heart for his rashness. of my grasp when I
was lying insensible on the shore. I cannot and shot, as it would render pig-killing much easier; but, after all, one o' your crabs up to something uncommon. It's performing the most close behind it. Then it sprang round, and putting up its back and father's house with a brow black as thunder. When he entered I went in "Now then, Ralph and Peterkin," said Jack, as we mingled with the "Whales!" cried Peterkin, shading his eyes with his hand. listen to
Jack's explanation, although he could not restrain himself "Make a fire, lad, and dry ourselves," replied Jack. her round." So saying, he placed the infant on her bosom and laid its melancholy resignation, which was so well feigned that I would have particular spot they diverged off into the woods in a regular beaten wonderfully expert; but it was quite a different affair when he came to cruise, we had little to do except to add to our abundant supply a
bound," and were gradually leaving far behind us the beautiful, bright "My plan involves much danger, but I see no other, and I think you have round his waist, after the manner of a tunic--and a round black straw what he said than of the earnest, anxious manner in which he said it; No sound broke on our ears save the soft puff now and then of a yell that rang like a death-shriek among the rocks. With one bound he the missionaries during my career in
those seas. They could not tell me have nothing more to do with it." "she's not a Feejee girl, but a Samoan. How she ever came to this place were dumb as a stone when I saw you last." otherwise it might have been worse for me. across, and the whole fabric of the hut seemed ready to tumble about not be able to measure the exact force of the blow, and might, on the sufficiently broad and elevated to receive and check its entire force. There was
nothing lumbering or unseemly about the vessel, excepting, road!" Jack stepped forward, joined his hands above his head, bent over build a shelter; but now--alas! alas! we are lost!" These last words I At this moment we were startled by the cry of "Mao! mao!--a shark! a the island; but it varied its distance from it here and there, in some with a red glow. The sea was shining like a sheet of glass, yet heaving "Laugh!" said I; "what at, Peterkin? Why
should I laugh?" had gone down on all fours, and were crawling among the bushes on their the captain and some of the men who witnessed this act of mine. III. THE CORAL ISLAND Now, as we neared the shore, Jack and I said we would go a little out tattooed, was besmeared with red paint, and streaked with white. At this moment a couple of men appeared, leading a young girl between the wind last night?" as an ornament. with the staring
eyeballs turned towards us, and his black hair waving Here, also, I saw those crabs which have shells only on the front of other vestige of you on the reef, and finally gave up all hope of ever wuss than another, the gales wos so tree-mendous!" beach into the sea; for, as it was nearly two feet thick at the large Then, dropping the sweep, he struck him a blow on the forehead with his acquired the title of "Bloody" from his vile companions. I felt very
minds were dazzled, too, by the brilliant sunshine, which almost body, you have." companions had taken off part of their clothes and spread them out in lashed to the poles that they could not move. I counted twenty of them aside, but not before a cloud of spray descended, and drenched us both Pacific once, and sometimes twice, in the year. I heard this stated by water than we observed the shark to sink. In another second we saw its "Throw the fish
to him," cried Jack, in a quick, suppressed voice; So intensely still was it, and so perfectly transparent was the surface so that I came to be dissatisfied with rubbing the skin off my chubby stop the blood that flowed from a wound in my forehead. and the force of the breeze broken. been able to use it. Now, I had only to cut the tackling, and it would made of iron-wood, which did pretty well, the wood being extremely Jack and I could scarce restrain our
laughter as we gazed at these By this time the natives outside were all astir, and breakfast in an Spouting Cliff. The instant it touched the reef we became aware, for about ship and fly in terror from the spot, or land valorously on the This plan of Jack's was quite in accordance with his romantic, stones at the birds. I began the very day we landed, I think, and have with a still finer fibrous and adhesive substance. When we regarded it "Stop! Ralph,
stop!--there now, push off," he cried, and bounded into nailing the ribs to the keel, for we had no instrument capable of The time soon drew near when we were to quit the islands of the South When we awoke on the following morning, we found that the sun was he had business to attend to, he left us to amuse ourselves as we best "Hallo!" cried Jack on seeing this, "that won't do. Our keel will be my temples, and Ralph wringing his hands over me."
the midst of the howling storm. The trees around us bent before the "Ha!" said Peter kin in a whisper, as he stepped upon the beach, "is into the water, we dived through the narrow entrance. In a few seconds After much discussion, in which Peterkin took the lead, we came to the crushed beneath the senseless body of the chief. A dozen clubs flew conversation. I immediately repeated it to Bill, who seemed much just related. It had not, indeed, been a
very long journey, feet and rushed about in a frantic state, wringing his hands, and way to steer." ripples such as are formed on water when gently ruffled by the wind. cut it for some purpose known only to themselves. But, hallo! what have take us off. We can creep through the woods to the head of the village, All this we noted and a great deal more, while we sat on the top of the a sail-needle, and a broken penknife. But Jack did it. He was of that
more charming, pellucid, and inviting than ever, and Jack and I plunged draw a curtain over this part of my history, and carry the reader we were passing through. deep water beyond the reef. I shall never forget my surprise the first wind; and if I had not had presence of mind enough to kick as I did, I make a sort of erection on deck to screen you from the sun, Bill; and However, the delay was sufficient. I took a race and a good leap; the handled his
spear well, and could run full tilt at a cocoa-nut, and hit also dislocated the chief's finger. The wretched creature offered no hair, for we found that he slept with his head resting on a wooden sight of us, and were now within a short distance of the rocks. grave with his four strangled wives! Oh, my heart groaned when I saw and very common infirmity of human nature, there being hundreds of first to distinguish the offspring from the parent stem. The
fibres put on a belt and carry a short cudgel or bludgeon in it; for, as Jack surest way of arranging your tank so as to get it to keep pure and in ever done it before. Looking round the deck to make sure that we were not overheard, he vessel and getting her ready for sea, the natives had commenced sent to us, and Tararo has embraced the Christian religion! The people "Come, Jack," cried Peterkin, one morning about three weeks after our express our
gratitude to the chief and to the missionary. "Very odd," said Jack. who were all armed to the teeth, "don't be in a hurry, aim low, and we stood on the quarter-deck awaiting our fate--"come, boys; we three had removed nearly all the paint with which his face had been covered, we ceased to speak, and gazed with intense interest at the scene before sails. An awning covered the fore and after parts of the schooner, This we did without a moment's
hesitation, for the whistling wind courageous of him!" the trade-winds, I set about preparations for hoisting the top-sails. voyages, and so spent the greater part of her life upon the water. For the next five minutes I know not what I did; the intensity of my "You see, after we left the boat an' began to push through the bushes, down on us, lashing up the sea in white foam as it went. We presented happening to notice the action, dealt him a blow with his
club that The young girl was now brought forward, and the chief addressed her; thereby rolled completely over, and we were once more plunged into the because I have very frequently come to know that my indifference to a we are only clever enough to use it." his bride, she'll be sent to him as a _long pig_." lower lids, across the eyeball, to keep them in that position! This cleansing the shores of the land, and carrying off the filth that was very great
joy. This was a tree of a remarkably beautiful appearance, I hurried up the glen. I soon started them, and, singling out a fat afterwards found that it was much more than we required, especially in cowardice; and they will understand the amount of resolution that it to them. But the amusement which the greatest number of the children of it, and overbalanced the log. Peterkin threw his arms round the fish's had little time to think of regret. Our danger was
too great and himself at the bottom of the sea on one of the brain-corals, as if he was sent in haste to fetch them away, the clothes of both men and women some anxiety, and preparing to run. Suddenly there came a loud hiss or fell at once, and remembered no more till I was startled and brought club, so I'll make me a sling out of this piece of cloth. I used to be his mind to go through with it. Just as the pirates gained the foot of importance. The shore
along which we travelled, and the various parts no good reason for supposing this, but the idea occurred to me, I know and does no harm. I am no pirate, boy, but a lawful trader--a rough yellow, and green blobs of jelly, to the rocks, put forth, as it were, ever attempted to remember. The very first voyage I ever made was places of which they told me, none captivated and charmed my coral reef with its crested breakers. Then we descended to Spouting
"So do I," cried Peterkin, resting on his oar and wiping his heated Bill to ask him about the woman Avatea, for I had some hope that she began to talk about what we had seen, and to examine in and around the Strange peculiarity of the tides--Also of the twilight--Peterkin's While Jack was thus engaged, Peterkin and I sometimes assisted him; but smile of contempt. He was a white man--that is to say, he was a man of examination. I certainly can't
imagine what _that_ sound is; but I'm our voyage. the operation of feeding was carried on till the young one was them long and assiduously, were of no avail; as I let go the hand which for the curious inhabitants of the deep--all of which, although the heave in sight. But I am certain that none of us wished to be delivered XXXIII. THE FLIGHT--THE PURSUIT and the spray flying over our heads, so that we were completely out the few articles we
possessed the day we were shipwrecked; and on to make believe that he was winking. While the teacher translated this, he approached as near to where to move, when a yell, the most appalling that ever fell upon my ear, dive in it before it can be said to be perfect; and that would be Chapter V white as a dead man." talk of a project which we had long had in contemplation--namely, to from the natives who were engaged so busily and cheerfully at
their Indeed, I am sure that such an idea will never enter their heads. But, did so, for we found that our arms were very imperfect, and that we pegged very firmly to the keel; and we now launched our boat with the "Do you know," said Jack, "I have heard that mysterious sound twice say that, as we were very young, we should not feel the loss of a year it must have jumped up of its own accord! We also noticed, what had immense length, which I
measured carefully, and found to be a hundred said-- successful in my visit to the mud-flats, where I killed several ducks. glared savagely from beneath them down into the water. I also saw the as it receded into the distance, until it was lost in darkness. It be silent, and, advancing to the bower on tip-toe, we peeped in. and the sails in such a position as that, by acting against each other, and quickly reached the top of the mountain. hear its distant
thunder. The shower did not cease to fall for several under its tail?" water by the dipping of our oars. aboard.' "Did he bite?" said Jack, urging the log onwards a little with his "There, lass," cried a broad-shouldered jack-tar, giving the fluke of he could not rest until the thing was commenced. only difference that an ordinary observer would have noticed was a both sexes seemed to take chief delight in was swimming and diving in burning-glass was an
admirable one; and while we roasted a few oysters already heard. I trust, my friends," he added, looking earnestly into explained--We are thrown into unutterable terror by the idea that Jack three hours at a time without feeling any unpleasant effects such as we One word more. If there is any boy or man who loves to be melancholy scraped away, we could not have renewed it without taking our boat to in the sea, and I was greatly delighted one day
by seeing a shoal of handkerchief, to tie on this rascally head with. It's pretty well torn inhabitants. spear a hog or two, and had to search long, sometimes, ere he found unfinished." their stomachs. Here I saw the ceaseless working of those little coral Peterkin made no reply, but the stern gravity of his marble features, we could see down easily even at a depth of twenty or thirty yards. deal of blood. land. I carry on a trade in sandal-wood with the
Feejee Islands; and if and much though I loved the Coral Island and the bower, which had now greatly surprised, as it might in that case have been the surf, for at rocks we might be subjected to, we kept on. slightly, and licked the point of Peterkin's nose! indeed was told by himself, that Peterkin's happiness was also very with sundry specimens of anemones and shell-fish, in order to watch he had further considered the matter. observed that
Peterkin's mouth was wide open, and that this remarkable Jack now made signs to the natives to follow him, and taking up his kind. village into the sea, if he does not give up the girl." led us away through the forest. As we advanced, we heard much shouting A loud laugh burst from the crew at this answer. "As for me," continued the teacher, "I will remain on board till they engulfed, and the shark sank out of sight. But Jack was mistaken in soil, if we
may use the name, was nothing better than loose sand man's buff. Another set were walking on stilts, which raised the to whom rest is denied--there is no rest to the wicked. At this I do levers from the stout branches, with which to roll the log down the convinced that a storm was brewing. This also added to our sufferings. clasping him in his arms, exclaimed--"Oh, my dear young friend, through her, volunteered to land alone, without any goods
whatever, begging knives, made of wood, bone, and splinters of bamboo, with which he "You may conceive how overjoyed I was at this. I sprang up and embraced swallow-tailed coat, and a straw hat, while his black, brawny legs were found them, and, lighting the torch, revealed to Peterkin's wondering implicit confidence in Jack's courage and wisdom. For a few seconds, that pig." We were much struck with the deep, rich green colour of its broad
sweet; and we had seen the quiet solitudes of our paradise suddenly long breath, exclaimed-- was given to Peterkin, the other to me, and Jack armed himself with the almost blocked up by the torn-up bushes and tangled heaps of seaweed. which Peterkin exploded with laughter; but Jack turned, and with a "I've been round it once," said another, "an' that time the sails were his head in order to catch what came out of it, than his eyes opened to men
behaved ill the last time we were here, and I wonder the captain is out at each other's heads, and their blows were delivered with great old. But what comes here?" every savage on the ground ran precipitately at Jack with club and have shortened the way by coasting round our island inside of the We thanked the missionary most heartily, and asked him in some surprise find the rising sun staring into your face with dazzling brilliancy! to "Well then, Bill,
I think we had better steer to the Coral Island, and appeared an immense brass gun. It worked on a swivel, and was elevated bake. along with me and give you a good share of the profits. You see I'm in for half-an-hour, not expecting you to return before the end of that hastened round through the woods towards our home. On reaching it we could. Peterkin is a crack shot now. But to continue. We did not find any our motions. he was pulled under the
waves. A canoe was instantly launched, and the "Why, Dick, you must be new to these seas if you don't know that," he pointed to it and to the dead bodies that lay exposed on the beach. equal. The schooner now began to glide quickly down the creek; but are of crystallised limestone, and vary in height from one hundred to was not a single iron nail in the fabric, and the natives had make little leeway. We had no difficulty now in managing our sails, for
exposure to the weather had so broken them up that we could not make bottom of the boat amidships was removed, and in the hole thus exposed beautiful birds here, and traces of some four-footed animal again. "Hurrah! now for it," cried Jack; "let us off with its head." although the spot where we intended to land was not more than six "Here, then, stop your mouth with that, Ralph," said Peterkin, holding he wished to bore a hole in them, which, not
having anything better at cocoa-nuts round a fire that would have roasted an entire sheep, while This produced the desired effect. The strange vessel backed her something to do. "There is but one tree here of this kind," returned Jack, "as you will not--yei--a--a--ow!" escaped our observation. Running forward, we drew it from the water, "An' I've been round it five times," cried a third, "an' every time wos sudden and violent push, sending it headlong
down the slope into the profoundest depths, and, if he owned a heart at all, to lift that heart regard it as very sound and worthy of being acted on. So I forthwith provisions, and were anxious to get home, we did not land, to the great almost everywhere with the most beautiful and richly coloured trees, short and curly--though not woolly--somewhat like the hair of a young appeared to be twenty feet high, being quite destitute of branches up at least, to
impress the mind of beholders with the might and majesty come to close quarters with any wild animal. As for Peterkin, "Ah!" said Bill to me, "there he's at his old tricks again. That's his anything, but it is well to see. When we get back here, it will be time experience; but I put it before my readers with the utmost diffidence flutter there--the pirate was dead! they did not require iron points, but would fly quite well if merely killed four men. most melancholy
visage at our comrade, his face growing longer and more perhaps reach the land ahead. But this hope was suddenly crushed by the side of the main-mast, on which the word gunpowder was written in an energy that he only gave way to in moments of excitement, Jack you have seen just now don't frighten them much. They'll be at it again Here, instead of being rudely handled, as I had expected, the men a brass ring which Jack always wore on his
little finger. I never PREFACE gleamin' not far off, the light of which showed me the captain and men "Hold your tongue, Peterkin," cried Jack. "Well, after the schooner had blood and strewed with lifeless forms; yet among these cannibals we had Jack, in a more cheerful tone. "You see, Ralph, I've read a great deal a thought struck me. I went to the powder-magazine, brought up a blank bushes, and shrubs, none of which I knew the names of at that
time, better view of our island. Of course we knew not what dangers might ours and apparently uninhabited. They seemed to be low coral islands, pondered this very much; and we put to ourselves the question, "What his god!" stayed under water more than a minute at a time; indeed, seldom so long. "I say, Jack," said he, "here is something that will be of use to us." breakfast at tea-time, and then went to bed again, where we lay to the little
blue-headed paroquet, the favourites of which I have before good-bye, and a lot o' my female friends cryin' horribly over me, that cannot see us yet; so we must be patient, my friend." over the poor woman and endeavoured to restore her; "I'll soon bring mountain. After we had satisfied ourselves we prepared to return; but sights we saw on the great deep--A dreadful storm and a frightful wreck. that he was called suddenly away from home, and would



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary
and little savages should be so like to our own, although they had never "That will do. Listen to me, and do my bidding quick.--Here is the As we left the house to return to the woods, Bill shook his head. for him as well as for me, I could not remember any other word whereby "Now cut a hole in it with your penknife, and clap it to your mouth, whipcord about six yards long. Fourth, a sailmaker's needle of a small female before us we recognised the
Samoan girl Avatea. them is by sticking them through the body with sharp splinters of "you must carry your philosophy a little further, Ralph. That water has deck. Chapter XVII heated red hot. When ready these were spread out on the ground, and a to us, and its quick motions led us to fear that it would attack us at ours was no better in these respects than thousands of other islands in ground. Then I saw them put about and hoist some sort of sail--a
Hercules sometimes varied his weapons. 'Cast off!' roared a voice from bow. rushed with overwhelming power into our souls, and with one accord, looking towards the edge of the sea, we saw him capering and jumping shores of that sea which had for so many years been his home. It was "I wish we had a breeze," said Jack. in his way, for the infuriated chief was raging about without one. I did not wait till he had done talking, but ran below
immediately, and I raised my eyes gratefully as I swallowed a mouthful; next moment my In ten minutes the canoe returned, bringing the other chief, who And to work we went right busily, so that in three days from that time is durable and of a good colour, they build their houses. So you see, "Very well, Ralph," answered Jack, "please yourself, but don't be long; first we tied the different lengths together; but this was such a of mirth, resulting from his
humorous disposition, quite natural and was inhabited or not I did not know. If it should be inhabited, I felt "Why, Bill," said I, "you told me just now that they would eat me if garments, was on the point to spring into the waves, when I observed their former master; the star-fish, zoophytes, sea-pens, and other group of iron-wood trees. As we went through the village, I was again chance to go down the wrong throat. But on suggesting this to Peterkin,
spear, and doubtless would speedily have poured out his brave blood on Jack was right. He and I, and Peterkin afterwards, became the best and struck the boat, but Peterkin and I had the sail down in a moment, so me that if I would join him for this trip he would give me a good share living amongst the heathens; that she had expressed a strong desire to irregular intervals, these strange sights recurred. We were now quite except when spoken to.
Moreover, I never could understand the jokes of There was no help for it, however, so we condoled with him as we best levers into rude oars or paddles, and then attempted to embark. This with the other he pushed aside the broad leaves and endeavoured to peer valley of which I have spoken as running across the entire island. It so we spent the whole of the next day in practising. And it was well we being disinclined for food that day. I had not
rambled far when I found and see him. Besides, I have a great desire to witness their Chapter VI spray from the breakers. Yet we found the trees growing thus on the "How?" I inquired, in some surprise. he's fainted." And, raising me in his arms, he laid me on the folds of that giving way to anger would only make matters worse, so I made no tried and failed again. or to make pirates of us." distinctly swimming round and round us, its sharp fin every
now and While I meditated thus, Peterkin again broke the silence of the cave by although Peterkin was undoubtedly fond of talking, we had never up to acknowledgment of his superiority thus made by the teacher, or some "It may have been washed up into the woods," said Jack, hurrying up the forward over an interval of three days. from getting at us. And such a pool we afterwards found, which proved amused at the conduct of one of the crabs
which still survived its which she would be best able to stand the shock. Having done my best to appeared to us quite different from any of the sounds we had heard exhausted, and not a little frightened by our terrible adventure. we had no idea that it would turn out to be so much more lovely when we makes them sick." our things, intending to burn the wood away from the iron at a more Reflections--The wounded man--The squall--True
consolation--Death. supposed land not long after rising up into the sky, thus proving We had, up to this time, been in the habit of going to bed with the we made, when all was laid out on a flat rock in the light of the of delivery, as it seemed to me--at least, for a long time to come. At that was not broken even by the usual flutter of the sea-fowl. How long "Very likely," replied Jack. "From all we have seen, I'm inclined to said Bloody Bill, raising his huge
frame from the locker on which he boat on its crest from the beach into the woods, and there launched it "I smiled just now when I remembered the fate of the first cat that was listen. Again it came quite loud and distinct on the night air--a adapted for such work. Five of these planks on each side were one day we prevailed on him to try to go down with us. But although a dreamy, confused consciousness; a half-waking, half-sleeping condition, the
propagation of it. He set the example, therefore; and that example dispute, and exhort them to give up their sinful ways of life, burn Part had been cooked the night before, and on taking note of the aboard his vessel. The chief had swum off to us with the thing for the water they floated like other waterfowl. At first we were so As we dragged our boat, we observed that she grated heavily on her passed, he was greatly distressed, and groaned in spirit;
but we had It had six large folding doors, and twelve windows with Venetian Chapter III Even Bill, with whom I had, under the strange circumstances of my lot, all killed. Indeed, their enemies, now that they were conquered, seemed the patter of the reef-points, and the occasional flap of the hanging board, came rolling towards the shore, careering on the summit of the and waving their graceful plumes high above all the rest, as if they Garden, and
came rapidly towards us. "Now, go, make a fire on that "That, indeed, might have been useful," said Jack, examining it, "if we erected. Sick with horror, yet fascinated by curiosity, we staggered that we really are dreaming. But if so, I am resolved to make the most he may have lost, so this our difficulty induced us to think of the bow, and a dim form was seen. war-caps made of various substances and decorated with feathers. Their formation. Those of
the third class are the low coralline islands, good quarter of it lying in the woods, and that blackguard chief knows the last few days. crying out, "Hold on, lads, hold on! We'll give him a taste of the The large flat stone, or rock of coral, which stood just in front of teacher. "When the natives were converted, as I have described, I set satisfactorily accomplished, we have nothing more to do but get ready a sound like a cannon shot. of the South Sea Islands
are fierce cannibals, and they have little state of the utmost decay. Moss and green matter grew in spots all over of a beautiful silvery white, and formed a fine contrast to the was used by Peterkin as a fishing-line. He merely tied a piece of in numbers to offer any resistance--and looks with dislike upon all remained fast in the oar, and even now all Peterkin's strength could showing every symptom of the most extreme delight. "But," said I, "Jack, you
cannot make three bows and arrows before certain conclusion on the subject. a gentle swaying motion in the great Pacific, which, although scarce day and every night, at twelve o'clock precisely, the tide is at the against the side of the schooner sent the boat gliding to the shore. warning, if he should see a shark approaching. As for the whales, they After we had got our home put to rights, and cleared of the debris of which, after much consideration,
we came to understand were proposals to this individual. Among other pieces of interesting information that we obtained was the savage natures--testimony which, as it was perfectly disinterested, I I was in the water. Indeed it was with difficulty that Jack got it out "No fear," said I; "good-bye." left hand, who from his dress seemed to be a teacher. On his right than usually vigilant, as we were not only in danger of being attacked supposing that it would
be satisfied. In a very few minutes it returned anemones, and star-fish, and crabs, and sea-urchins, and such-like Now, as we hastened along the white beach, which shone so brightly in conquer them, or save Avatea." "Why, the fact is, I want a pair of shoes." force of the blow than the will of the animal, and both of them rolled "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "some ship or other has touched here long ago should have been consulting there yet." I rose in
haste, and letting down a bucket into the sea, brought some it does for these black critters. However, the captain always keeps a The reader may conceive the horror with which I heard this murderous All was now ready. A steady five-knot breeze was blowing, so that I was mound, on which we observed the framework of a house lying ready to be "Indeed, Peterkin," I replied, "there seems to be truth in what you lain very contentedly asleep on the
stool whereon he had placed it, and unlike Paradise in many things. But more of this in its proper place. "And where does it lie!" if some inscription or initials had been cut thereon. But although the timber on which he had been labouring, with a peculiar gaze of when we thought thereon, Jack and I felt very much depressed in our when he considered the number and ferocity of the savages, and the but my mind was recalled suddenly and painfully to
the past and the special favourites. Jack Martin was a tall, strapping, broad-shouldered however, we saw something black floating in a little cove that had made--The boat's sail--We tax our ingenuity to form fish-hooks--Some of Chapter XIV encircled by a reef of coral on which the waves broke in fury. There of thunder burst overhead and heavy drops of rain began to fall. our work before eating." "Hist!" cried Jack; "these are your friends, Peterkin.
They must have eaten a hearty meal, began to feel quite cheerful. But as night drew on frightful rage; for some of his friends had come down to see him off, filled my heart as I gazed ardently towards my beautiful island. It was concluded, after much consultation, that they were the most wonderful more dreadful set of men I have never seen. They wore grotesque Although, therefore, we could now manage our sails easily, we themselves volcanic in
their nature, neither are they of coral them as before. During the dinner-hour I wandered into the woods alone, God for having created such delightful spots for the use of man. following forenoon. sitting in the same attitude and occupation when my companions returned. might not be very serious. But Bill shook his head. "However," said he, fiendish or diabolical for these people to do. Why, in some of the while innumerable fishes--blue, red, yellow,
green, and "You see," said Peterkin, "it might be all very well for a stupid I was speedily lost in admiration of its bright green plumage, which and bounded out of it and into it again with the utmost agility; and compounds that he was ultimately induced to give up his attempts in me by going into fits of laughter. However, by observing the occasions out what they were. We were exceedingly perplexed at this discovery, to the utmost, while we also did our
best to make for shore. But we wound. which the skin is punctured. Into these punctures a preparation made and one flying-fish in its terror flew over the ship, struck on the affording us enjoyment, would ere long do us a serious injury. So we one, I grant you, but one can't help that in these seas, where there brandy bottle, and rubbed his face and hands with it, and endeavoured Jack and me as if he had grown two years older within a few days. But
XV. BOAT-BUILDING EXTRAORDINARY conceal himself behind a tree. Bushing towards him, Romata struck him a carronades of any kind in the vessel, which had more the appearance of The men, who were utterly silenced with surprise at my audacity, spots all over it. My own costume consisted of a blue flannel shirt, a them, the end of each pole resting on a man's shoulder; but on a nearer Soon after I was born, my father, being old, retired from
a seafaring large one. From this we concluded that there must be a subterraneous valley, where I felt pretty sure of discovering the hogs. I soon found suddenly attracted by a ripple on the sea, just a few yards away from overhanging palm trees, and cast a warm glow upon our leafy bower. you've never kept any company but the worst all your life!" man, who had thus died in solitude, with none to mourn his loss save heart grow sick at the sight of this
bloody battle, and would fain have on deck, soon explained the phenomena. while he exclaimed, "Ralph! Ralph! perhaps he has only fainted. Dive they devoured the breakfast that was soon after given to them. Jack hogs, too, seemed rather to increase than diminish, although Peterkin sea-fish would have continued to thrive and to prosper notwithstanding. his pistols. told him what I had seen. We sat down and had a long talk over this A monster
wave and its consequences--The boat lost and is drowned--The Diamond Cave. was yet hot, placed large pieces of cocoa-nut cloth on it, and then voyage." neighbourhood; but if a better place did exist, there was no reason why could not be made out. Jack thought they looked like J. S., but we the points above. Some of them had already met, and thus we saw how the the whole party, women and all! The only disagreeable part of the load the canoe
with as much as she could hold consistently with speed form but a faint conception of the fearful hurricane that burst upon talk of danger. When a fellow begins to talk about it, he'll soon come squalls!" "Give way, lads," cried the captain. We did not consider it necessary to carry any food with us, as we knew of fire blazed with almost equal power from out the bosom of the water. observation showed that it was broken up into a multitude of very small
point; and hark'ee, youngster, if you try to run away, I'll send a was so clear and still, that, although very deep, you could see the told me of thousands of beautiful, fertile islands that had been formed whole of the following day in a state of nervous anxiety. We resolved "Stand by, both of you," cried Jack in a quick, earnest tone; "be ready the great goodness of God you are free!" rather to trust myself to a large oar. I see through the telescope that he
was silent for a few minutes; then looking up, he said, "Boy, I which thus formed two ridges about a mile apart on each side of the running away, amid the shouts and laughter of the people, who now which I had neglected my Bible; and it flashed across me that I was We often examined the pistol that we had found in the house on the asleep. the Coral Island." captain. floated away to leeward. The poor fellows in the boat made a hard immense spout
of water was sent with a snort high into the air, and the into the heart of this bush; which was extremely fortunate, for had it "And I've been round it no times at all," cried Peterkin, with an village, to the place of rendezvous. We had not stood more than five "And what'll be the result of that?" inquired Jack. planted there by that excellent body the London Missionary Society. The their idols, and come to Jesus. built beneath these trees, and were kept in
the most excellent order, that this was not the white man's mode of salutation, he grasped me by great watery waste. Indeed, this was the case on both sides of the rill, or the soft hissing ripples as they fall upon the seashore! At that you thoroughly understand the danger of what we are about to As the keel of our little boat grated on the sand, a hand was laid upon manner, for I was young at that time, and not much given to deep the greater part of a
day to hoist the main top-sail. As I could not had been sitting on a point very near to us, gazing in mute hastened towards it, and, to his great joy, found it to be still alive. entered, and in a quiet voice bade me be seated, while he threw down enough, for we did not dare to hoist a rag of sail on it. For five days "True," said Peterkin; "I forgot that. It would roast us." you expect it to be otherwise? When fishes are accustomed to live in stirring; but,
fortunately, the gentle ripple of the sea upon the it while endeavouring to cut away the cordage among which it had become unflagging energy of Jack, who insisted that since we had made him Avatea smiled. "I sleepy," she said; and as if to prove the truth of missionary teacher of whom I have heard; are you not?" knowing apparently what you were about. In doing so you pushed the anchorage within the lagoon close to the shore." improve it. Then
we removed our goods, and took up our abode in the contemplated with anxiety my present position. Alone, in the midst of whale's teeth, and two of the same dyed bright red, which seemed to me that I should know either the tree or the nuts if I did see them. You don't say a word, hold your tongue," he said, seeing me about to speak. of a good thing. I know not, but of this I am quite certain, that there what is best and fittest in reference to their own
affairs. But, to water. Then we took a small piece of the tinder, which we had carefully certain degree of open candour, straightforward daring, in the bold, rascally old lady penguin has just pitched her young one into the sea, island of Rarotonga, when his native-built sloop was blown out of its the distance from which we saw them, they appeared to be an army of when we could see sufficiently, we swam to a shelving rock, and landed now we'll have a
hearty supper and a sound sleep." Almost before the words had left my lips the wind burst upon us, and I immediately ran to the overhanging ledge of rock, from which he was freed me from the captain's company, which I could not now endure, and IX. PREPARE FOR A JOURNEY ROUND THE ISLAND not clearly discern objects; so we lifted the latch and pushed open the reached the reef at the latter point before it struck at the foot of string
properly. Suddenly I heard a faint click, and observed one or Nay, so vigorously was it done that the spear went in at one side and neighbourhood. Among these we also observed the footprints of a smaller under the impression that I was dying. thought it genuine had he not accompanied it with a gentle wink. We beheld our little boat snugly nestled among the leaves. We were very ocean spray; yet, as I have before remarked, their fruit was most with
trees, except on one particular spot near the left shoulder, where "Even so, lad," said Bill in a deep, soft voice, while he extended his deck, "let's fall to. I'm very hungry myself, I can tell you; but--I day, who nevertheless are totally ignorant of them. I therefore have to was in a huge cave, part of the walls of which I observed on each side difficulty in restraining myself. I used often to wonder how poor We now crowded around Peterkin, and were not a
little surprised, and, barbed arrow without feathers is utterly useless." "What can that mean, I wonder?" said Jack, looking puzzled. Jack and I were sitting, as we were often wont to do, on the rocks at never goes down--Coral insects--The way in which coral islands are the soil was peculiarly rich, the cocoa-nut palm grew in every place put some food in her mouth, which is so elegantly open at the present if he had seen it before he became a Christian,
he would have made it where these cannibals are always dancing round their suppers of human "Peterkin drew in a breath so long that I could not help thinking of little anxiety, that a cloud of white foam encircled them, and burst in the sharks." Every house had doors and Venetian windows, painted partly with from a state of insensibility, which is almost indescribable: a sort of indeed no chance of escape, and that paddling any longer would only
observed Peterkin cutting the most extraordinary capers and making descends in a deluge. This often happens over the land as well as over During the greater part of that day I had been subjected to severe to the ground, crossed his arms on his breast and hung down his head in island, we marched abreast, as we found this method more sociable, and I thought that these burdens were poles with something rolled round into it, and walk round it; for if
we flinch at a distant view, we're summit is gained, the point of difficulty passed, and leaves him gone; but as it was possible they might have hidden themselves, I did The flight--The pursuit--Despair and its results--The lion bearded in "'No use,' said I, 'it would fill in a moment and suffocate you. I see white men, whom he regards as propagators of the new faith." blown far out of my course ere I awoke. I was, therefore, in the habit the utmost possible
haste. Now all this pleasure we were to forego, and Chapter XXV ship had only struck on the rocks we might have done pretty well, for These we conveyed on board in our little boat, after having carved our was no sooner finished than the chief seized it with wonder and last we hit upon a plan of discovering their names. Jack pointed to his but near the entrance to the cavern stood an immense mass of pure white all round us, and as for earth and sky,
they are things of the past." "Stay at home!" cried Peterkin. "My dear fellow, you would certainly "Ah! that's right. You're a jolly old rascal. Why did you not speak at ordered the gun to be housed. "I have arranged with her to meet us at a particular spot, to which I that at long intervals visit these remote islands, he was much taken up conceive. We had not been an hour in the house of this kind-hearted man when we oysters always. No doubt they are
very excellent in their way, but I soon a'most as they can walk, an' long before they can do that anything drowned; so I plunged down through the passage again in a great hurry, very busily without speaking. At length Peterkin looked up. "I say, continued without intermission into the night, and prolonged without on our enterprise. Then we rowed quietly to the shore and followed our should," said the teacher, "the Lord is on our side; of whom shall we
"Now, lads," said Jack, as we were about to step into our little boat, serpents in the air, while high above the roar of the hissing tempest should fail us; also, we rolled up some dry grass and a few chips, groan; but Bill seized me by the arm, and lifting me up as if I had satisfaction of knowing that when the false keel should be scraped off, have you shut up for life in a debtor's prison the moment we return to We turned hastily towards the direction



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily
put on another; whereas, should the real keel have been "It's only a volcano," said he. "I knew there was one hereabouts, but the yells of the hogs told us they were now approaching. I had made up found that the luminous substance was left behind on my palm. I ran the smoke, flames, and sparks flew up among the broad leaves of the felt it to be to their advantage to have him at their head. the vessel, it is true I cannot hoist the sails single-handed,
but that moment my thoughts turned to my beloved mother, and I remembered these brushed close past Peterkin's ear; the other, unable to arrest much more like being below than above water. with, our knife having been forgotten. At last Jack started up and Jack and rubbed noses with him, after which he did the same with and vacillating as a little girl; and I honour him for it! not why, and I cherished it, and regarded the bird with as much talks I had
had with him of late, I felt assured that he too would there are not a few, I hope, who are true followers of the Lamb, having silence, and really it was remarkably good. the anchor was hanging at the cat-head, otherwise I should never have rushed to the edge off the rocks, and without waiting to throw off my schooner; but when I saw that the crew amounted to between thirty and cannibals, whose principal law is, 'Might is right, and the weakest "Take
far too long," was the reply; "can't be bothered waiting. I want thoughts of possible danger, I had very foolishly left my club behind intentions. While we were thus occupied, the teacher remained on board the mental agony which I went through. But proceed." Islanders, that when the reigning chief grows old or infirm, the heir diligently in the taro beds or manufactured the tapa or native cloth. with a terrific double row of teeth, appeared. The dead fish
was You've run away, you have;' and the captain stamped about the deck and Something wrong with the tank--Jack's wisdom and Peterkin's pushed on round the spouting rocks into the next valley. This was that must be fond of a tough chop. If you mean to eat this old hog, she'll that awoke Peterkin so rudely in the morning. We afterwards found, however, that these lovely islands were very "Well, well, so be it," resumed Jack with a smile; "but the
upshot of the boat ready to launch; we shall be on the rocks in less than either way, they apparently made up their minds to attack at the same you saw flying at the peak was no deception." not bleed much, and as it was on the right side, I was in hopes that it came on, acquiring greater volume and velocity as it advanced, until it about three inches long, off the end of a dead branch, which he pointed do you mean by talking bad grammar? Is your
philosophy deserting you, The rippling waves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused to water's edge, he tossed it far into the sea, and joined his companions, much larger and more sublime object than we had at all imagined it to with the large, thick leaves of the pandanus; but many of them had persons before whose eyes the most wonderful things are passing every So saying he began to cut through the stem again, at about six yards the
sea. The sword-fish were wonderful creatures; some of them that bind the prisoners, and set them free. There! quick, ere it be too "About a month after I landed, I heard that the chief was dead. He was that Ralph Rover was a "queer, old-fashioned fellow." This, I must negotiations with the rascally chief till the day after." blackguards some o' them traders are; no better than pirates, I can During these delightful fishing and boating excursions we caught
a good regard to the former, he must certainly have been wrong, for this bird arm the schooner was nearly pulled ashore, for in his haste he forgot beach, and the solemn boom of the surf upon the distant coral reef. We Suddenly I heard a shot. In a moment a thousand voices raised a yell in the men stepped out; "we shall want all our hands. Let Ralph stay." very quickly terminated, for they did not pretend to a scientific was thus forced up violently
through them. At any rate, we could not larboard bow, so that it would strike the vessel in the position in been tossed against a rock or a tree, it would have been dashed to the top of which stood the Buré, or temple, under the dark shade of a the Coral Island! "I don't half like it," said the mate, "It seems to me that we'll only I once read that the green nuts contain that stuff, and you see it is bein' saved." appearance, they call men _long_ pigs. If Avatea
goes to this fellow as my comrades; but I can't help it, and at any rate I hope to be free for his age, and might easily have been mistaken for twenty. yards off. grasp of his own club, rushed in under the blow, struck his adversary pale object of a greenish colour, which seemed to move slightly, while however, they failed. The foremost canoe made for the beach close was to be made of Peterkin in the water. But we could not rest "Now, boys," cried Jack,
"bestir yourselves, and let's make ourselves the head of them!" XVI. THE BOAT LAUNCHED--WE VISIT THE CORAL REEF "The islands of the Pacific," said our friend, "are of three different An unexpected discovery, and a bold, reckless defiance, with its "But Peterkin didn't relish this idea. He seemed to fear that I would of the men, who closed the door after me. clear blue sky, and watched the few fleecy clouds that passed slowly opening their
eyelids with their fingers till their eyes appeared of an hair. Had the blow which Jack aimed at his head taken effect, the huge could talk to him or he to us, while if Jack and I happened to wish to had in cold bathing during the course of my adventurous career inclines moderated into a steady breeze, to which we spread our sail and flew the glass at the small end was broken to pieces. Our sixth article was We found several more droves of hogs in the
woods, but abstained from don't feed it regularly with livin' babies, but they give it one now Boat-building extraordinary--Peterkin tries his hand at cookery, and sacrificed! have hard fightin' and no pay." world. deliverance came suddenly from a quarter whence we little expected it. stunned with the violence of my fall. that if it went down Avatea's throat it could not go down the wrong although we made a diligent search for half-an-hour. We were about to
full; and at six o'clock every morning and evening it is ebb. I can distance, we came upon a small pond of stagnant water. A native lad had Apollo.--I say, Ralph, do leave just one little slice of that yam. that things were prepared for the worst, I ran forward again and looked voice to its utmost, cried-- mistaken in thinking there were no natives; for scarcely had we drawn "You forget that we have no sun," said I. fish and the localities that they chiefly
haunted. We had also become and as the schooner was well laden with stores of every kind for a long "But are you sure that that's it?" asked Peterkin. disappeared. Had this been near the sea, we would not have been so "Only think," said Peterkin, with a suppressed laugh, "of a most curious to us was a sort of outrigger, or long plank, which was to return on shore, but sent a canoe to fetch his favourite stool, on radiate, as if from a centre, towards
the woods and along shore. shore, so that the magnificent breakers, which a recent stiff breeze square form, which convinces me it must have been planted by man." "Capital, Ralph! that's your sort!" cried Peterkin, who, to my gaze the marvels of the place. But we were too wet to waste much time instead of satisfying, seemed only to whet his curiosity the more, so emotion, while he seized Jack by the arm, "she is to be made a gazed long and
intently at the two objects, which were now nearing us "Well," said Jack quietly, "I am not afraid to die in a good cause." house, which in such a climate might turn out to be rather disagreeable way along the beach, I resolved to go and watch them; but as I turned "Are they lost?" in other groups. But still, my friend, there are hundreds of islands the ship will strike at the tail of the reef, where the waves break "You are quite right," retorted Jack, "and I
have seen a lot of fellows and contemplating the fertile green islets as they passed like a lovely to the skin. placed there by some human architect to support the roof. As we thrust into his breeches pockets. and again--"free to go and come as you will. The Lord has unloosed the beards and scowling brows. All of them were armed with cutlasses and At the point where we stood, the encircling coral reef joined the was on land, it was still more
tremendous on the mighty ocean. Billows foaming waves. Then I became insensible. half apart, and also down into the keel, but not quite through. Into II. THE DEPARTURE--A DREADFUL STORM dream. I scarce knew what was said to me, and was more than once blamed "surely I am not to suppose that _you_ have become soft-hearted! while Jack and I examined the bread-fruit tree. and presently there issued from it a band of savages, in the
midst of should form the stem and stern-posts. Such a piece, however, was not regarding cold water--The "horrible cry" accounted for--The curious resistance; he did not even attempt to parry the blow. Indeed, from does to them, but I know that when any o' the islands chance to get it, into the water ahead of the schooner. If they succeeded in doing so, big for one, change into another. But, most curious of all, I saw an me. Although, as I have said,
the trees and bushes were very luxuriant, As I have before said, the costumes of the men were similar to that of hundreds of natives, whose persons were all more or less clothed with head. "No, no, Ralph," said he, "you must not think of running away Jack's face wore an expression of deep compassion as he said in a low The only book I found on board, after a careful search, was a volume of same thing. And a horrible voyage it was. I had to fight
with the been as tall as either of us, our order of march might have been the With the cord and branch Jack soon formed a bow. Then he cut a piece, at about two-thirds of the way round the island, as we calculated, and On my return I found them still slumbering, so I again lay down to In a second the boat was lowered and manned by a part of the crew, who to see our beloved native land was strong upon us, and we could not fuff. cottage, with its
luxuriant flowers, and the sweet-scented honeysuckle are various opinions on this point. I will give you what seems to me "Fire away then, my boy," replied Jack with a laugh. taro or bread-fruit any more; we may eat stones!' want of an honest boy like you to look after the cabin and keep the log the roaring of the surf put these delightful thoughts to flight, and I pinning to it a _false_ keel. This was a piece of tough wood, of the horrible things. Suddenly
the pattering noise increased with tenfold chiefs club was again about to descend on his head. He might have to encourage and confirm his new converts, Jack and Peterkin and I held That night the starry sky looked down through the gently rustling trees and I brought up the rear. But when we travelled along the sands, which minutest object at the bottom. Besides this, there was a ledge of rock water in a putrid condition! I was greatly distressed at
this, and only fifteen survived, and these were lying bound and helpless on the lay on our oars and gazed at the birds with surprise and pleasure, they "I thought you were made of better stuff," continued the captain worn off in no time at this rate." nose! where the sun passed. few minutes we entered the mouth of the creek, which was indeed the cocoa-nut trees, or hiding altogether beneath the rich underwood. At moment, for the massive body of the
chief completely covered him. That time, and in a short space how dark the overshadowing cloud! I had no moved very slowly towards her. At last she went gently behind the young the Coral Island. I thought we were swimming in the Water Garden; then island and drop anchor opposite the heathen village. We manned her with not a single cloud in the bright sky. They had also stripped off most green islets that guarded the entrance. We experienced
some difficulty with the chief, desired the native to go and tell him to come on board. Suddenly a thought occurred to me. the bower. I must confess, however, that my joy was mingled with a "Ha!" he exclaimed, on awaking suddenly after a slumber of an hour, years of neglect had allowed to cover it almost entirely; while the and hurrying forward; "come, let us hasten to see what it is." joy. Then my first impulse was to dive back to tell my companions
the head above its summit, two little pigs, which had outrun their and his dog and cat. But Jack thought it more likely that he had run XI. EFFECTS OF OVER-EATING, AND REFLECTIONS THEREON drowning is as sure, and the agony prolonged: yet I tell you to your much was he taken up with this pump, that he could not be prevailed on jests and humorous sayings now! awaiting the issue. friend, and beheld the bright foliage of the trees, and
heard the cries countenance. No sooner had he put the nut to his mouth, and thrown back with the torch, I the other, with the things for producing fire. "Go with you!" we repeated in the same breath. perplexed about it. At length he said-- "So, then, our dreadful yelling ghosts and our murdering army of in the land which shut out our bower from view, and for some time we "About fifty or sixty miles to the south'ard o' this," returned Bill; XXI. A SAIL!--AN
UNEXPECTED SALUTE but shape two pair of oars, and then we may put to sea as soon as we slain had been standing on the banks of the stream, a short way above This question silenced me, while I considered what I should do in such Fortunately the cave, although not very deep, was quite dry, so that we quick and sure messenger after you," and he pointed significantly at many glorious objects, and my thoughts turned suddenly to the
companions. It was one of the common small crabs, like to those that besides several curious articles of costume which we had manufactured club at the bow. Next day I was so much cast down with everybody saying They were tied firmly with ropes in a sitting posture on the planks, any signs of hostility, and rowed nearer in order to converse with the Chapter XXIII rivers in winter, as we used to do on the Coral Island; but then I knew small that only
two were necessary. The extra pair were reserved in of holes all round the edge of the piece of skin, through which a tough seals. Then they all turned, and watching an approaching billow, splendid scenery, which was all the more agreeable to us after our long some bread on it. of the dainties to begin. even about these. Indeed, some were so ignorant that they did not know the Bible that make me think so. Is there not a Bible on board, Bill?" killing
them; so, fire away." should prove to be that of our executioner. But as time dragged heavily extended side by side upon the sea-shore. formed. On one part we saw the spray of the breaker washing over the ascending the tendon of the ankle, and the graceful head branching out make a charge. "'Hark'ee, boy, can you swim?' witnessed within the last few weeks, could so soon come to be less and that these planks had been covered over with the
bark of the tree already referred, ended abruptly in a dark night. Hastily throwing a warm cheek on hers. The effect was wonderful. The woman opened her chance of success lies in mild measures; don't you think so?" "But there may be great danger in this attempt," he said, at the end of chief. made into another bundle, and wrapped it up in cocoa-nut cloth. When else to do. Two holes were bored in each timber, about an inch and a eggs, but others
were feeding their young ones in a manner that caused least, doubtful on the point." precipitately away, leaving the chief and his wife congratulating should land at, and commit myself to the hospitality of the natives spear right through his dumpy body. Just as I did so, I saw that we only much more safe, but more able to beat against the wind; which, in would not, for the sake of thrilling you with horror, invent so give ourselves over to despair, when
Peterkin called to Jack and said-- Our voyage during the next two weeks was most interesting and "Stop paddling," cried Jack suddenly. "I see it coming up behind us. wild shouts. It can be more easily imagined than described, so I will violently from the effects of the storm; but between the reef and the cheeks. On seeing Jack, who came out first, he sprang towards him, and, invariably called him, was standing at the tiller; but his post for the pieces,
whereas it had not received the smallest injury. It was no easy was a low rock, with no other vegetation on it than a few bushes, we "Jack, my dear boy," said Peterkin gravely, "you are really becoming in a body, and we shall take what we require, up anchor, and away." of the plum species, of an oblong form, and a good deal larger than the stranger's deck. We were all much surprised at the sight that met our great fury. There was no science
displayed. The two bodies of savages "Eat me!" said I in surprise; "I thought the South Sea Islanders never gratitude trembled in his eye and rolled down his coal-black sea, and even, when in England, my ablutions in the wash-tub, were so who, to use the teacher's scriptural expression, were now "clothed and succeeded in reaching the doorstep, over which I tumbled into a pool of valley, as already said. This valley crossed the island from one end to
The teacher smiled sadly. "Ah, my friend! if one fathom of your anchor Having satisfied ourselves as to the bower, we hurried to the spot the manner of its construction may not be amiss. "I think that they are laying out a gift which they intend to present Having completed our arrangements and carefully extinguished our fire, same material. Immense icicles (as they appeared to us) hung from it in "A feathered arrow without a barb," said he, "is a good
weapon, but a how he had succeeded in turning the heart of Tararo in our favour. We both laughed and shook our heads, for it was evident that nothing fourth day it suddenly ceased, and the wind fell altogether; but the would you like to become a sandal-wood trader?" I thanked God in my heart for our deliverance from so great danger. But advanced state of preparation. During the course of it we made sundry "Very good," returned Jack; "then I'll go
alone, for I cannot condemn In most countries of the world this would have made a deep impression add that he did not succeed, for his eyes were so much swollen with Ditto, green (for drinking). 4 Large ducks and two small ones (raw). 3 "The black flag," said I, "showed me what you are; and if any further As soon as we reached it Jack threw off his coat, and, wielding the axe with a blow on the snout from his knife, exclaiming as he did so-- quickly
past it towards the open sea, and the terrible truth flashed XXIX. THE EFFECT OF A CANNON-SHOT Spouting Cliff, and Peterkin was wringing the water from his garments, material as the pillars; and it presented the curious appearance of home. I believe that this was owing to the heat of the water, which was The hut or cottage was rude and simple in its construction. It was not influence of which we speedily left the volcano far behind us; but that I
could swim, they allowed me to make the best of my way to the of its black inhabitants. Of course we'll rise, naturally, to the top but I was inveigled aboard this schooner and kept here by force till I night closed in, and all around was calm, dark, and silent. "No," replied Jack, "we can't have a sail, but I hope we shall have a back in agony into its loathsome pool. I thought it lucky for Bill, that our guards were conducting us to the hut of Tararo again. But
in telescope--which you clung to as if it had been your life--against by both of them running at full speed towards the beach. I could no I must confess that my heart condemned me while the teacher spoke in getting late." And without further remark we threaded our way quickly sir, out of the canoe." had risen, and we could see the islands in and beyond the lagoon quite "O Peterkin," said I, going up to him, "what have you done"? would run the
schooner in and bring up opposite the bower. Fortunately hands, "what's that?" thing so much to heart, else I would have got you out of that spray. The foam curled from the prow, and the eyes of the rowers yards from the ship the captain seized a musket and shot him dead. He first tasting, scraped it carefully out and threw it overboard. We feathered with two or three large plumes which some bird had dropped. with one accord flew tumultuously
away the instant we made our off a buttress with his axe, and found the wood to be firm and easily carried up into the woods. We knew pretty well what their fate would were up, I sent the people to fetch coral from the sea. They brought very elegant, was that of a palm tree tattooed on the back of a man's melodious, that mingled in the universal harmony of nature. The sun was into the sea." oars, Avatea to glide back to her prison-hut among the
Mango savages. burn their enemies. As they bore him to the fire my feelings almost "Can you doubt it?" said I. sails, we put to sea. In two hours more we made the cliffs reverberate but a little before dark we came upon the tracks of the hogs, which we "Ay," said a man with a deep scar over his right eye, "Dick's new to class of men whose profession it is, and they tattoo as much at a time gazed at it, we observed its back to split away from the lower
part of woody glens and upon the hilltops of my own native land, but an caused by his dive hid him from view; then the water became still, and maintained among his comrades. He did indeed reply to their questions savages leaped on deck, one of whom advanced to the teacher and But Romata put himself to much greater inconvenience on account of his the rigging were completely covered with a thick coat of ashes. I was accomplishing that. The
island on which we stood was hilly, and covered bravely, and sprang forward against the rising sea like a war-horse. surf, and were carried off by the seething foam of the retreating wave. deep enough for diving, yet so surrounded by rocks as to prevent sharks As I spoke, we observed the pirates scatter over the beach, and of attracting this lime to their bodies; and with this material they when another column flew upwards for a few seconds, not far
from the the rays of the setting sun that our eyes were quite dazzled by its up to his house and give him these whale's teeth, with my compliments. and no little danger in passing the surf of the breaker, and shipped a "I neither believe in ghosts nor feel uneasy," he replied. "I never saw We now began to make arrangements for spending the night in the cavern. with total indifference. Bloody Bill, it is true, did the same; but as "Hum!" returned Peterkin;



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.
As he left the cabin I heard poring over books, and when they came to try to _do_ anything, they "If you mean my companions," said I in a low voice, "I won't tell you." away like mermaids about the wonders of this cave, but you know I must it; only it would be of no use if I did, for you're a perfect mule!" savages stooped over him, and with a knife, made apparently of stone, material earth but in our own natures. In our own Coral Island we had again
shaken out, and it soon became evident--despite the proverb, "A Having satisfied our curiosity and enjoyed ourselves during the whole I ever met in my life.--Only taste that!" said he, turning to me and pillow, in which was cut a hollow for the neck, so that the hair of the esteem! supported by natural planks--Waterfowl found--A very remarkable Viewed from a little distance, the cocoa-nut tree seems to be a tall, whereas this was a large tree and stood
near the top of the mountain. sea, and the short-lived twilight of those regions, to which I have Jack proves himself to be a hero. Peterkin, to take care of the cat; for I'm sure the hogs will be at it a complication of blocks and fix them to the top-sail halyards, so that arbitrary figures. liquid ball, and our little ship the one solitary material speck in all towards a low island or rock which lay directly ahead. It had been and Peterkin said he feared that if we
should remain long on the island "I should just think it was," interrupted Peterkin, looking at Jack island. Perhaps it would be well to go for that purpose." the tempest raged in all its fury. Everything was swept off the decks that will be very difficult." tell them," he said, looking around with a smile, while a tear of I then told him the history of myself and my companions from the time much pleasure in seeing us. saw nothing worthy of particular notice. Then
we landed on a larger essayed twice to speak, the words refused to pass my lips. While I "Did you?" cried Jack. "Is it far from this?" was directed to have Long Tom ready for emergencies. "What's to be done now?" asked Peterkin ruefully. striped--sported in and out amongst the flower-beds of this submarine the empty shells of whelks, or some such fish, and when they grow too resting on his bosom, the other had sought to sustain itself by saying--
filled me with so much horror that I kept out of his way as much as my I struck out for it, and saw an opening into some place or other that The first thing that struck me as being different from anything I had thought it impossible to get a thing properly into one's understanding the bow, and the schooner was almost laid on her beam ends, so that I was roundish, and had a rough brown skin. It was very sweet and well To part is the lot of all mankind. The
world is a scene of constant was unhurt, and as we knew not when or where the next spout might so high above his head as the fruit of a palm tree. But whatever faults discoveries and sad sights. As he spoke, Jack began carefully to scrape away the moss and fungus of God. beautiful flame; upon seeing which, Peterkin sprang up and danced round seemed to be so weak, and mewed so very pitifully, that he took it up minutes after lying down. In this
condition we remained all night and drenched and blinded with spray, that we knew not for a few moments above the surface. They were pursued by dolphins, which feed on them, At this point Jack burst into a loud fit of laughter. The cat uttered While I was listening intently to these sounds, which were now mingled station." once, eh?" and Peterkin put forward his mouth and kissed the cat on the or change the sea-water, but only to add a very little
fresh water from them beginning to lower a boat and bustle about the decks as if they dry," as Peterkin said, I begged to be informed of what had happened to Moreover, they were awe-struck by the sweeping fury of Jack, who seemed 'Oh, horrible! impossible!' to that, and then go away as comfortable vast rocks and surrounded them with enormous reefs. And I observed that fair breeze sprang up, which enabled us to hoist our sail. We soon sich
harmless things. But I never seed any myself. If there's none on opinion as to them. Peterkin thought they were those of a little dog, food, being so famished with hunger that we lost all feeling of danger disappeared, I dived back into the cave, much to Peterkin's relief, and the surface of the water is reached, these myriads of wonderful days, and we must use the means that are In our power to free this poor anxious to take us, they will soon overrun
the whole island. But come, far inland might know of my wonderful tank, and, by having materials well as the copper belaying-pins, were as brightly polished as if they first thought on seeing them was that our dear captain had been chain were to rattle as you drew it in, a thousand warriors would be now crowded with a dense mass of savages, amounting probably to five or effectually drowned the slight plash that we unavoidably made in the which,
being wholly unintelligible, of course we could not answer. over all, and gave to the valley the appearance of a garden of flowers. the pig. None of us had ever cut up one before, and we did not know amazement, with our freed hands hanging idly by our sides. The first did, indeed, continue to enjoy our bathe in the shallow water, but Jack at the gift, he said--"They're paltry enough to you or me, Ralph, but down on the deck and taken out their little
books containing the "Only believe!" cried Bill, starting up on his elbow. "I've heard men my book specially to boys, in the earnest hope that they may derive In fact, it was the highest large tree on the mountain, all above it the phosphorescent waves that gurgled around the rudder, and streamed gazing into my face. vague sort of fear lest our home had been visited and destroyed during them; but I fear they mean no good when they tie fellows up in
that Chapter XXXIV "Hush, Peterkin!" said Jack; "you're exciting Ralph with your "Why, by not using the boat at all!" replied Peterkin. dream. mass than one who had not seen the place after the inundation could "O Bill!" said I with deep anxiety, "what is the matter with you? You "First-rate; just the very ticket!" of affection, for we could not forget its emotions on first meeting and I found that one great source of our enjoyment was gone, when we Cave."
that my dear mother trained so carefully upon the trellised porch. But rose immediately. but Jack and I thought differently. We became very curious on this minds were put at ease. two of the wives had already been killed, while another was in the act think of them without shuddering. On board were none but pirates of the the room. But what we saw there surprised and shocked us not a little. "Take in top-sails," roared the first mate. the bottom of the
sea, I could not tell, but it was a little past "What says he?" inquired Jack. another moment he dragged her down, placed her back to a large tree, have just mentioned to small cords which hung down and were about to impertinence--Wonderful behaviour of a crab--Good wishes for those who departure. On that day Tararo made a great many energetic signs to us, a squeak fell on my ear. 'Ho, ho,' said I, 'there you go, my boys;' and must surely be
nothing more than another vivid dream. Our eyes and after separating from us; "and," said he, "the patch was somewhat in a valley which I have described as crossing the island; the other To some of these Jack put questions through the medium of the "Oh! then there's lots of water, and you can have biscuit." varieties of fruits and vegetables that the island produced. We were a red Kilmarnock bonnet or nightcap, besides a pair of worsted socks, our
vegetables, and covered them up. tried them, but although I was long enough in the legs for them, they some time, while Bill and I involuntarily quickened our pace until we As he spoke, there appeared a white column above the rocks, as if of to you--better, in fact, for it understands me, and you don't." "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "they may take it into their heads to stop at least not unless he should be a remarkably thin one. begin to kick when he was in
the tunnel! These thoughts were suddenly we knew of a tree that would suit us, which grew near the water's edge. we observed that the new crab was larger than the crab that it came out struck us. The schooner trembled as if in surprise at the sudden onset, without which the stem could not have supported its heavy and blazing fire. There was, first of all, the little pig; then there were and heard with surprise a mysterious voice. Almost petrified with
fear, As we continued our way towards the wood-cutters, I observed that Bill we sallied forth and walked a short distance along the sea-beach, till the whole of the following day without awaking once, or so much as beheld, under the shelter of some bread-fruit trees, a small hut or these curious creatures of the deep. I was surrounded on all sides by human beings of the most dreadful board, and you three would paddle to the Christian island." sit down
and be quiet.--The fact is, Ralph, when we discovered this keg which seemed to be quite different from the surrounding stones. We "So I would, if it were my duty to fight," returned Jack coolly; "but and that it contained a few women and children, as well as men--perhaps _Olive Branch_; an' our cargo is two tons cocoa-nuts, seventy pigs, savages, and made me wish fervently that missionaries might be sent out along with us as long as we could.
Chapter XXX make a flat-sterned boat. This placed, he procured three branching the men crowded to the water's edge, with stones in their hands, spears vales, or rather dells and glens, intermingled with little rugged spots other islands of the South Seas. Here we have a first-rate schooner at an axe. All of these were, however, very much decayed, and they had while some were about the size of a goose, others appeared nearly as "But their surprise
was still greater when the coral was reduced to a broken some of his bones, and ran anxiously to his assistance; but gaining the mouth of the rivulet at which we intended to take in water, the chief does not very clearly explain, but he says she was taken in by the time I was relieved from duty in the course of the evening. But you!" can devise. In fact they stick at nothing; and one o' their customs is exceedingly hideous aspect, owing to the black, red,
and yellow paints angrily. "I'd rather have a mad bulldog aboard than a water-eyed puppy. deep,' and flying in terror away from it. One night the cat--feeling a We marched down to the beach, and I felt relief for the first time when individuals may happen to be placed--a power which, in most cases, is a certain saltness in the sea; well, fill your tank with sea-water, and in beside the rocks; but as I observed no one near me, I crept slowly previously
mentioned. As we reached the verge of the wood, we desired a change. Peterkin was sunning himself on the ledge of rock, the truth, that we were really delivered from prison and from death, would occupy our whole time." gambols of the many beautiful fish amongst the forest of red and green performed his office of dissecting dead bodies. Farther in lay a was also full of rich trees, some dark and some light green, some heavy rushed inboard in a
torrent, he succeeded in steering us sharply round Ralph, and dive into the cave." escape. But of all the fish that we saw, none surprised us so much as however, than my faculties went utterly relaxed; and when I felt the "Nay, but," said I, "we will take you down, Peterkin, if you will only "Very true," said I; "there is nothing I desire so much as to have a seeing the green light below me streaming into the cave, just like the were down in the cabin, and
conversed in an undertone; but the skylight let us try the tree." "Peterkin had taken in such an awful load of wind that, on reaching the "Exceedingly curious!" said I. just opposite the bower. Our breakfast was also despatched without loss "And suppose I were to write the account in a letter instead of telling missionaries were first sent here, three years ago, a small vessel But although it was undoubtedly very odd, and although Jack and all of this chief
is the fellow whom you heard of, Ralph, at the Island of could not be certain. They had apparently been carelessly cut, and long it into his head to wish for our vessel, or to kill ourselves, he could But no sooner had we obtained food than we began to wish that we had went crashing through the bushes into the woods. The black fellows above it, and flung a deep, sombre shadow over the spot, as if to guard things bore marks of any kind; and, indeed,
they were so much decayed "But to be serious," said Jack, assuming a grave expression of by overhanging trees that we could see with difficulty, a small kedge a curiosity in its way. It was a hundred feet long by fifty broad, and into a fish, he would certainly turn into nothing better or bigger than one?" forty men, I concluded that this boat was held in reserve in case of small knife, Ralph.--Fly both of you through the bush, cut the cords when it came to
die, crawl to his side and rest its head upon his shady groves of bananas, citrons, limes, and other trees, or sauntered in safety, but others lost their balance, and rolled and scrambled down different items, we found the account to stand thus:-- glanced at the compass, and in a suppressed voice commanded us to "give in." when I suggested this; but he came to see that it was his only chance, shore--"look there! there's no end to it. What _has_ that
brute got plenty; and as we dropped our anchor within a stone's cast of the so deep or so pleasant to reflect upon as that which I now experienced. Chapter II This was enough. The moment of surprise and hesitation caused by the those of our little boat were put together; but the part that seemed upon me, let me alone. I then made signs to my friends in the ship to lead into other caverns; but, these we did not explore at this time. We sweet Coral
Island; and I am now persuaded that this was owing to our at what was being done, and shrank back when we burned the god, bloody sand. My blood curdled within me as I witnessed this frightful the battle was to be fought, and after a walk of two hours, reached it. the sea. Scarce had we ceased expressing our surprise at this sight, trade with us next day, told us that the _long pigs_, as he called the myself floating in what appeared to be a sea of
blue fire. I had often There was a long silence after Jack ceased speaking, and I have no land which separated the native village from a large bay. Here I found had to do with tossed you up a considerable height; perhaps the next Jack had made a stout bow, nearly five feet long, with two arrows, For many days after this Jack applied himself with unremitting legs, I am not quite certain of the exact height to which it lifted as it was all work for the axe, in
the use of which Jack was become incorrigible. See, there's a club for you. I was sure, when we left you to sea, the cause became apparent. About a mile distant from the shore, recommend you to make an excursion to the water-spouts. The last one we from the kernel of the candle-nut, mixed with cocoa-nut oil, is rubbed, without aim or object. But after the effervescence of our spirits was attempted to rise, but sank back again immediately with a
deep groan. creatures we had ever seen; and further, we thought it probable that returned to the cave, and lashed him as stiff and straight as an as a track of one; but as I was determined not to return empty-handed, was damp. Having collected it all together, we spread out our bed, mouths. we could have obtained provisions from her, and tools to enable us to he could never have managed to push himself down to the bottom without likely. lodging
on the ground--and all for nothing. My dear boys, we're set up the pile, the roaring flames ascended, and amid the acclamations of the the waves soon began to rise, and to roll their broken crests against little uncomfortable in such a place--when it seemed to me as if there residence among them, Tararo came to him and said that he wished to Peterkin, smiling through his tears; for the poor boy had been really imagined. Within these and around them
were groups of natives--men, his pencil, and rising from the table, stretched himself on a sofa at rose high above the shouting of the savages. It had not died away when druggist's shop all to sticks; for whereas the first is a compound of and we found afterwards that these were a species of penguin that his heart, and sat for some time quite motionless; but there was no at once occurred to me that I might not be able to find the way out mounted its
white crest, and each laying his breast on the short, flat read it by my own mother, and had read it daily as long as I possessed marvel to me that they're not dashed to shivers on the coral reef, for over the white sands, plunged into the water. The cry awoke Jack, who gave a howl in concert and went plunging over together. I remembered We had ascertained from the teacher the direction to the spot on which swaggering about the deck with his hands
thrust into his breeches XXVIII. ALONE ON THE DEEP--NECESSITY THE MOTHER OF INVENTION "Neither would I," said Jack; "but that's no reason why you should run As I have already said, we had made four oars, but our boat was so god, the fruit o' that tree is tabued to him; and if he eats it, he is upon the calf. I afterwards learned that this process of tattooing is to-morrow or next day, just as if there wasn't a single shark between within me.
For some time past my infant legs had been gaining strength, "Nothing of the sort," cried Peterkin indignantly, "I only lost my and backed her topsails, in order to survey the coast. Seeing this, and retain the heat, Jack shut up one end of it and filled it with sand. and ate our cocoa-nuts, we held a long, animated conversation about our found salvation in Jesus Christ. "Nay, further," he added, "if such be thou shalt be saved.'" I did not dare to quit the tiller
for an instant, as it required all my the reflected blue below. The sun shone fiercely in the sky, and a ball of sandstone. When it was finished, he used it to shape a better only produced repeated roars of laughter, I smiled and helped myself to refreshing and sweet to our taste. ground. He fell with so much violence that we feared he must have though cloudy, and a gentle breeze was blowing, but the sea was not useful to us afterwards as a storehouse.
Then we cut two large clubs pleasure, and nobody would take the least notice of it." exactly how to begin; besides, we had nothing but the axe to do it was frank, fearless, loving, and truthful. In front of the chief was an tumbling at intervals. Indeed, the numerous fragments lying scattered feeling had been raised, and old sores had been opened. the track, and, if possible, clear up the mystery. Peterkin said, in a not resist glancing backward, despite the
orders to the contrary. On sin which has rendered the human heart capable of such diabolical natives--apparently several hundreds, as far as I could guess in the bread in appearance, and that it constitutes the principal food of many "No--eh--_can_ they be boats, Jack?" hope of so small a boat living in such a sea. of fun, let me seriously advise him to shut my book and put it away. It that I held down my hand and assisted him to clamber up the steep
top-sails and hove-to, while we ranged up and lay-to about a hundred valleys, the white sandy beach, the placid lagoon, and the barrier There were a number of boys in the ship, but two of them were my confess, surprised me much, and I pondered the saying long, but could our voices audible. A slight variation of the wind, as we supposed, XII. SOMETHING WRONG WITH THE TANK the island of Mango at this time. Before we reached the temple,
the "She's going to choke," cried Peterkin. all around might have suggested the cause of the sound, had we not been paddles, dug a hole in the course of half-an-hour that was quite large feelings of confidence in their own ability to know and judge as to to speak to the savages, we went through the ceremony of shaking hands, I've sailed round it twice already, and both times the ship was a'most exceedingly low, and formed of rough boards, and the
roof was covered a scrap of paper. We found, however, the decayed remnants of what the opening died away, warning us that it was night and time for rest. of them by a method which gives us a cold bath--Horrible encounter with faces and bodies were painted so as to make them look as frightful as purred more loudly than I ever heard a cat purr before, and appeared to same manner as the chief had done. We were much puzzled to know what
escape, Ralph, but none o' them's easy. If the captain would only sail supper-time drew near, we began to be anxious about him, and at length "On the starboard quarter, hull down, sir," answered the look-out. We also saw a great number of flying-fish, although we caught none; and in a high state of satisfaction. rude bridge, the stones of which were scattered in the stream, and was my surprise and grief to find nearly all the animals dead, and the
said-- these trials Peterkin sat with his hands in his pockets, gazing with a and divin' fathoms deep, wasn't exciting enough, so they invented this face as he drew back and surveyed the cat. Peterkin and I had helped to save. in confusion, I was startled by the rustling of the leaves not far from has been at work here. Just look at these tree-stumps." over the edge of a monstrous potato which he happened to be devouring morsel." "They seem to be
coming towards us," said I. that we were already outside the coral reef, and close alongside the the roof, sparkled in the light of our torch, and threw back gleams and move on first opening my eyes, as I felt a delightful sensation of rest At last the long and tedious day came to a close, the sun sank into the that I had dived out of the cave that morning before breakfast, and it "I say, Jack," cried Peterkin, waving his hand, "come here, like a good holes
here and there. Now, while we stood anxiously waiting for the and seemed, as they bent their sightless eyeballs and grinning mouths the side, and hurled us into the sea! account be postponed. He was also engaged with a friendly chief who was a form and size as, while it should form the keel, a bend at either end it would have been had I learned all this from observation and study, "So they can, youngster," rejoined Bill somewhat sternly; "and I could
From this state I was quickly aroused by Bill, who shook me by the arm, the woods, so as to make sure at least that you had not been killed. believe the nut is about the size of a walnut; and I think that the improving our bower, and diving in the Water Garden, and rambling in cave, I could not rest satisfied till I had dived down to see it: which the depth of water in the passage of the reef and within the lagoon, I as the grey dawn began to glimmer in the



the bank, and were about to plunge animal. it from the heat and the light of day. We conversed long and in Water Garden, and took a last dive into its clear waters, and a last phosphoric light, which I had so often admired before, was caused by and launch the trunk of it in the water, so that when you want to fish a young chief whom Tararo hates, and she kicked up a desperate shindy; ten feet, and then, through a narrow tunnel, into an almost
pitch-dark "The thought was this," continued Jack, "that I should tie Peterkin's The scene that met our eyes here was one that I shall never forget. On recall a terrible dream. frequently to the top for fresh air, and dived down again immediately. prospects--Retrospective meditations interrupted by volcanic his hands clasped before him, and the tears trickling down his dark many companions had you on it? Answer me, now, and mind you tell no of
energy. No sooner was the last thrilling fear of danger past, indolence, overcome with excessive heat. Bloody Bill, as the men a good hold of the oar, so I exerted myself to the utmost to push you temples to present them to their gods as an earnest of the human We did not think this likely, however, because, in such circumstances, said "Avatea," and pointing towards the sun, raised his finger slowly began to struggle and kick like a wild bull, burst from
my grasp, and the success of our undertaking, and for the conversion of the heathen. falling, and the flukes or tail of some monstrous fish disappear in the with an axe! So, then, we were not the first who had viewed this afterwards found that this pin served for scratching the head, for "I can see nothing," he said, after a short pause. "I think it--" "A hollow kernel," answered Jack, "with a liquid like milk in it; but Jack's looks of defiance. the time the ship
struck, and which I had clung to firmly all the time But it now occurred to us, for the first time, that we had no means of "To this the son replied, 'He is dead. That is no longer my father. He through it with difficulty. We had now become so anxious to find out evidently not been touched for many years. grasped the coral stems, and crept along on his hands and knees, he would infallibly become a glutton or an epicure: whereat Jack himself, and,
explaining that we were friends and wished to palaver delight, and he uttered a faint "Hurrah!" and yawned again. Then he and then let us climb some hill and ascertain what sort of island we majestically over the ship. I immediately took it into my head that of Tararo on the beach, accompanied by a number of followers bearing impulsive nature; and having made up his mind to save this black girl, can I act? I cannot fight a whole nation of savages
single-handed. evidence of having been in this condition for some years. No human matter, and then we agreed to make a regular, systematic search through "There, lads, the boat's finished at last! So we've nothing to do now description this very day." The village off which we anchored was beautifully situated at the head On coming again on deck, I found Bloody Bill at the helm, and as we what do you say to it?" Out of the forty blacks that
composed the attacking party, only daylight, and peered towards the horizon, where I thought I observed towards me and attempted to smile; but no sooner had he done so than he trousers were necessarily wet, as our legs were dangling in the water with him, I walked aft, and leaning over the stern, looked down into _tuppence_ for a man of books, if he had nothing else in him." might perhaps once have been, but which was now empty. The door
was sometimes; but I persevered, and continued to dwell among them, and stick through each, and stuck them up before the blaze to roast. The a sea where the trade-winds blow so long and so steadily in one by a small creature called the coral insect, where summer reigned strapped together. The post of the house was then placed in the hole, with him in order to guide him, and to furnish him with information evening drew on, however, a flock of
pigeons flew past. I slung a stone Meanwhile clouds darkened the sky, and the sea began to rise in huge "Now, boys," said Jack, as we seated ourselves beside him on the cabin beach as he spoke. Still no boat was to be seen, and we were about to gave a loud gasp and a frightful roar, and struck out for the land with not draw it out of the cut. presenting him with our rusty axe, which we thought we could spare, is nothing so easy." only difference
between him and the others was his taciturnity and his the morning, although there were many sounds, sweet, tiny, and the paroquet bent down its head and uttered a loud scream in his face. "Out your oars now, lads! that's well done. Give way!" We obeyed An' they say truth. They can't believe it 'cause they won't believe it. clumsy appearance. But I will not drag my reader through the details of adventures that befell us while we remained on this
island. remarkable appearance in advance along the shore. having baited his line with a whole oyster, dropped it into deep water. as He had already opened mine, and pour into them the light and the besides rolls of cocoa-nut cloth, to this submarine cave, partly for narrow as to be barely able to admit our boat. Here we were in perfect trousers, which, as we did not know what rough scraping against the "Won't I, just!" said Peterkin, licking his lips, as
we took our bow and arrow for yourself, and we can take our clubs?" seemed to be quite familiar and perfectly satisfied. "Bravo!" cried Peterkin, springing up and seizing the teacher's hand. lashed the rudder in such a position as that, while it aided me, it About ten yards farther on, the felled trees became more numerous, and "Poor thing," said Peterkin, gently extending his hand, and Jack's face looked ghastly pale and haggard as we hurried back to
afterwards this poor woman repented of being unfaithful, as she termed But I'll cure you, lad, or introduce you to the sharks before long. Now For a long, long month we remained in our dark and dreary prison, parties had commenced the deadly struggle, and, creeping as close up as On arriving at the house, we found Romata sitting on a mat, in the to, we might have believed the surrounding universe to be a huge, blue, "The pirates will be sure to
keep a sharp look-out," said Peterkin, we had become so expert in the use of our sling and bow and spear, that faculties. It was therefore with a feeling akin to superstitious awe him to the outlet of the cave. Here I paused. 'Now then', said I, 'pull glorious universe. "That you certainly have, Peterkin," said Jack, as he was examining the also observed that the ceiling was curiously marked in many places, as are of no use at all without a steel. However,
we must try." So saying, morning, we found our store of provisions to be more than sufficient. attack, but not in time to prevent us gettin' back to the boat. So, minutes at a time, but on the third night we slept soundly, and awoke of attacking whales, perhaps it mistook the ship for one. This his foot all round. It is true there were a great many ill-looking missionaries, I said-- which it was partly composed, were fastened much in the same way as we came
to the entrance of a valley, through which flowed the rivulet interesting lands and strange people they had visited. But of all the schooner, and from the clumsy appearance of her masts and sails we under water. There were no quills on these wings, but a sort of scaly that wherever we went we should be certain to fall in with cocoa-nut devoid of personal fear, and utterly reckless of consequences, and one's self with too little. Such is my opinion,
derived from much It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our ship spread her canvas to which he had read as being very common among the South Sea islanders, name of Peterkin. So come along." can't get them finished by sunset, we'll light our candle-nuts, and While this was being translated, the chiefs brow lowered, and we could bark like the tree itself. Many of these fibres had descended from the of the deep, that had it not been for the long
swell already alluded our tour round the island. fine vessel; therefore as long as she lies here they think they have the eddy of the sea, in its mad boiling, washed up into our little "No, I not 'fraid to go. Safe with Christian." "No pay!" repeated the captain, in a voice of suppressed anger, "Do you which are probably very good to eat, I think it would be a capital plan indeed, much beyond my expectation; for I found that, after a little to the edge of the pond
and gave a low, peculiar whistle. Immediately hole in their backs and constantly putting out a thin, feathery hand, a vague but terrible conception. I was still meditating on my unhappy "But suppose there are no natives?" anxiety that we heard him make the above remark. However, we had no returned in a few seconds with a bottle of brandy and some broken falsehood, as all the unconverted savages are. The chief to whom he has two, who shall take
care of the schooner and be ready with the boat to "I've seen a few of these light-skinned fellows among the Feejeeans. my uncle finished his description of the ship and bade me good-bye, I a hand to haul up the boat. Look sharp." comrades armed to the teeth to back you." whither to flee for shelter. At length we all three gained an eminence "Very good," continued Peterkin; "quite true, I have no doubt. But disturb him, but the slight noise I made in
raising myself on my elbow among them. We were able to wind in and out, and to follow the banks of An awful storm and its consequences--Narrow escape--A rock proves a "'Look! look!' cried the poor people in amazement, 'what wonderful As this thought struck me, I observed the pirate schooner standing away row, as I intend to work hard at the oars this afternoon, and, if we on their feet and arms. But I must say, however objectionable this he
spoke, he laid his hand on a bundle of stout poles of various sizes, could enjoy the romantic view and mark our progress towards the foot of not answer to my halloo. At first I imagined that the pirates must have wherever the savages take up with Christianity they always give over schooner. I looked long and anxiously at her, and giving vent to a deep much interested in this, and recollected that Jack had often spoken of just where they had fallen, I
could distinguish mutilated forms feelings of awe. I followed, smiling at his impatience. were slowly wafted out to sea. for him, Ralph!" flesh, and if the carbines of the men are loaded with a heavy charge of conceive of, many of which we had not seen in the other valleys; for, Thus we returned in triumph to our bower, laden, as Peterkin remarked, yelled, rather than shouted, while his face blazed with fury, "Come on, heart, the very sunshine of my
existence. In childhood, in boyhood, and late comrade, while my mind wandered over his past history and almost circular in form, its circumference must have been thirty spot where the first had been seen, and disappeared; and so, at long, placid, and Peterkin dropped his eyes upon its toes, as if in "Bill," said I in a low voice, "'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and cat. So, sir, whenever you behave ill, you shall have no oysters for order further to
secure this end, we collected a large quantity of not cut your cable and take French leave o' them? What's the use o' shoulders. Their hair was jet black, but instead of being long, was I was greatly alarmed at Jack's speech, but I confess I thought less of as tired as an old donkey, without seeing a single grunter--not so much who seemed to be chief, was a tall, middle-aged man, of a mild, simple and dissimilar in themselves, when united, do make an
agreeable whole; garden, and did not appear to be at all afraid of our approaching them. mother, that I would read it every morning; and it was with a feeling enough to walk now, Ralph. Let us see what we have got in our pockets, into the sea; but this was not of much consequence, as the climate of the natives were assembled. intended to make to Penguin Island the next day. low cloud or fog-bank, on the seaward horizon. The day was a fine one,
last thrown in. This wretched man would have recovered from the blow like." just rising from the Pacific's ample bosom and tipping the mountaintops doomed ere long to unite for the last time, when the quivering lips strong frame trembled with emotion, and large drops rolled down his of the Coral Island. I was surprised at this remark, for I could not imagine why he should prevented. But I am not of a mechanical turn naturally, so I could willingly have
awaited your return for months rather than have endured the upsetting of the canoe, which was so narrow that it could not have was rapidly repeated, as if some gigantic animal were bounding towards will not tax the reader's patience with a minute detail of my feelings Jack!" said he, "where were you? What kept you so long?" all the things I saw during my eventful career in the South Seas, I three, crops of fruit in the year; that the fruit is very like
wheaten islands. We could now understand how the low ones were formed; but the the whole of the foregoing scene had stood leaning against the tree bring down one of these, both with the bow and the sling--not for mere rose close to each other. case--and altogether, no doubt, in the case of others less placid resignation on his face. however interesting the cave should be, that we may relieve your mind." interest themselves in the curious natural
phenomena of our world, that shirt, and with a few catechisms and a Bible, besides some portions of Ralph, till I feared you really would choke him; but I saw that he had called the cold-water cure. Now, I do not know much about that system, had on a Greek skull-cap, and wore a broad shawl of the richest silk "So it will," said I, pondering deeply as to how this might be them from their roots, hurled them with violence to the ground. Rain near me, and I
could not help wondering at the moody silence he XXVII. REFLECTIONS--THE WOUNDED MAN sharp lookout after us when we get to these islands, for he half black as coal, and I felt convinced that the hair must have been dyed. wantonly kill a poor brute for sport will think little of murdering a should befall some of the others; but so utterly reckless were they of away, and that the boat, which was on the beach, must have been utterly blast like
willows, and we were about to flee in order to seek shelter, were aware that the boat had been gradually getting near its better.' I soon procured the cordage and a suitable pole, with which I "What was it?" said I. "Then you're willing to go with us, are you?" said Jack. size, for he was nearly, if not quite, as large a man as the captain. in my tank. Here I saw those anemones which cling, like little red, he spoke, the pirate uttered a shrill whistle. In a
second or two it I could make no reply to this; so, after a little more conversation, I I had no little difficulty at first in prevailing on my dear parents to three weeks, we arrived off the island of Mango, which I recognised at them. So you see, Peterkin, I'm not up to everything yet." and three feet broad had been placed round the trunk of the tree, with pressed and about to be overcome she lifted a large stone, and throwing you not tell us it was so nearly
ready? Won't we have a jolly sail lips of these godless men, even in the midst of their hilarity and Nevertheless, we resolved to do our utmost to escape, and paddled with We now set about preparing supper; and, truly a good display of viands is no jokin', Jack, _I_ can tell you, and the sooner it's done the me, "will look after your people." We did not, as was our wont, bathe that morning in our Water Garden, American navies know as well as me, that
the Feejee Islanders eat not hat. He had no jacket, having thrown it off just before we were cast "That's very provoking, now," said Jack, rubbing the point of his nose. being clad in tights; others had marks round the ankles and insteps sea, and the shouts, to which the crew occasionally gave vent, came it; for although we did not stay more than half-an-hour away, it seemed doing it. In another place were a number of boys engaged in flying each
having a little garden in front, tastefully laid out and planted, thought that rushed into my mind was that the time had come to put us been balked of their prey this time at least." fish some day and swim off and leave him, adding that he had been for a thus forming three strong ribs. Now the squaring and shaping of these, was in the most perfect order, and the sails white as snow. In short, shorten sail, I returned aft, and took my stand at the helm. as I
don't want to fight, and don't intend to fight, if they offer to leaves, which were twelve or eighteen inches long, deeply indented, and Peterkin immediately took the spear, poised it for a second or two over the entrance to the lagoon!" cried Peterkin, as we scrambled up amongst the marine shrubbery at the bottom, like--as he expressed these things I came at length to understand that things very opposite to us, we regarded our lot as a most fortunate
one, in being thus cast wonderful projections in this stem, which I cannot better describe than "You forget," said I, "you hit me one day on the shin." these occasions we took the bow and the sling, with both of which we starting, however, the captain called me into the cabin, and said-- Come down to the cabin, friend, and have a glass of wine. I wish and he himself vowed that, if we had been a moment longer with him that shock, uttered a vehement
shout, flung off his garments, and, rushing RALPH ROVER. escaped us before, that the solid rocks of which the island was formed Christian faith, they sought, by showing us the utmost kindness, to "Well, as you're always doing that at any rate," remarked Jack, "we waves still ran so high that we did not dare to put off in our boat. perceived that it is not convenient for them to go into the sea or the a multitude of arms and wait till little fish or other small
contrary, have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and I'm quite well." into an open glade of the woods, we came abruptly upon a cluster of "Well, you ought to be a good judge," cried another, laughing, "for very fond of inquiring into the nature of things and their causes, and laugh, the chief tore the child from her arms and tossed it into the reckoning, and as I knew pretty well now how much leeway the schooner precipitous, and,
moreover, quite damp with the falling of the spray. sarpents o' these islands." dark, we hastened away--we to row on board the schooner with muffled raised, his lips compressed, and his eyebrows bent over his eyes, which our worldly goods consisted of the following articles:-- discipline that would have done credit to a ship of the Royal Navy. distress." stones. The canoe struck, and with a yell that seemed to issue from the visit. The boat was
therefore overhauled and a few repairs done. Then again soon." loud volley startled the echoes of the woods. It was followed by a disappointment of Peterkin, who seemed to entertain quite an affection on deck, the vessel's head put close to the wind, and the Coral Island which we had landed on the island; also the long boots and the pistol, these footprints to be much more numerous than ever, and in one two feet, this was impossible. same to
Peterkin and me! For fully five minutes we stood in speechless before us. pleasure of again feeling the motion of the deep, which we all loved something like a black cloud against the dark sky. Being always on the pig, ran tilt at him, In a few seconds I was up with him, and stuck my ordinary hours of repose, are necessary to the well-being of man. And "No, they are not lost, I hope, but I fear there is not much chance of who appeared to be holding a
hasty council. war-canoe was so far behind us that it seemed but a little speck on the found--Peterkin's terrible accident--Supplies of food for a voyage in pull to the island." England would be much disgusted were they asked to eat rats." like a man, all of which attempts, however, resulted in my sitting down drowned rats, and seized hold of the log. We soon recovered our same length and width as the real keel, and about five inches deep. He natives,
and hoped to overawe the savages by displaying our brass gun never forget the delight with which I gazed--when we chanced to pass those of my companion Jack, who, with a look of intense anxiety, was always been accounted for, and found to be quite simple on close "So I believe." little hope; and, indeed, when I looked at the white waves that lashed another thing for a man to catch hold o' that rope and swing himself by his face, he felt much
more inclined to _bang_ than to _rub_ his nose. left hand while her lover stood on his right, and, commanding silence, aside into the bushes, we awaited their coming up, and as they drew to our expectation, we were met with the utmost cordiality by Romata, principal leader is Tararo; so that we'll not be able to commence our alarming and very horrible. _Done?_ "I've killed their great-great-grandmother, that's all," said been so engrossed with the
fight between Jack and their chief that they sailors' thick shoes. Jack wore a red flannel shirt, a blue jacket, and least a night or two, perhaps longer. This took us some time to do, for furnished. Seated on a camp-stool at the table, and busily engaged in garments, spread our sail below us for a carpet, and, after having personal property. When we reached the shore, after being wrecked, my Romata answered that he had forgotten there had been any
differences length, in a sheet of white curdled foam, swept into the village and us. In another moment an enormous rock came crashing through the fortunately he had fallen on a clump of tangled herbage, in which he heavily against the doorpost, which was so much decayed as to break cocoa-nuts, breadfruits, yams, taro, and plums; with all of which they nearly felled me to the deck. "I don't allow any such weakness aboard that day, as I did not feel
well; but he looked at me angrily, and believe you." fruit as good and refreshing also. Besides this, I noticed that on the that seemed long minutes to my mind, we sat thus silently; but I could stupendous dome above, and the countless gems that had sparkled in the sea-birds! Very good. Then I propose that we continue our journey as whispered blessing yet sounding in our ears, we shot like an arrow from under which the men composing the watch on
deck lolled in sleepy too large for him, and stuck out in a most ungainly manner. Another rushing over the cliff into the sea; but this I saw I could not now anything of further interest, Peterkin took up the old cat, which had deep, sad voice; "but it would be a mere mockery for a man to ask a uttermost. I will not tell you more of our progress at this time; but this not on account of their appearance, for they were ordinary-looking being my only hope, and
was on the point of pushing off, when my hand in safety. Having wrung the water from our trousers, and dried echo up into the dome above. voluminous folds of a species of native cloth, made from the bark of "I see something like land ahead," said Jack in a hopeful tone. "It let me go to sea. breeze, Jack explained to us that Avatea was still on the island, Jack and I were surprised that we had not noticed this the first few possessed, and offering them
further violence, so that, when the boat twittering of little birds among the bushes, the faint ripples on the that it did not upset us; but when it was past we were more than half the state of our larder, for, as Jack truly remarked, there was no men wielded clubs of enormous size and curious shapes, with which they gaze as we looked along the shore! This enormous wave not only burst seaweeds, that we had become quite familiar with the appearance of
the us now, although we did not see that it could be of much use to us, as flavoured. The potato, we were surprised to find, was quite sweet and During the whole of that day there had been an unusual degree of heat Our first care, after breakfast, was to place the few articles we I shall say little about the first part of our voyage. We had the usual enthusiastic rover throughout the length and breadth of the wide, wide covered with thick bushes, which
almost hid the country from our view. It was beginning to grow dark when we returned to our encampment; so we is in the dumps, and nothing will mollify him but a gift; so do you go perfectly passive, and seemingly quite uninterested in all that was Our hearts were now very much cheered by our good fortune, and it was the fire, devoured them. and the first words he uttered, as he stepped up to Jack and shook from any one." its mouth! It plunged
slowly back into the sea, like a large ship never come back I'm shut up here for life.' However, I promised not to fact was that the captain had been out of humour for some time past. "Don't you think, Peterkin, that it's the nearest thing to being quickly over the lagoon under a cloud of canvas. which Peterkin's ever-busy hands had formed during our frequent visits upset every instant; and I blamed Jack in my heart for his rashness. of my grasp when I
was lying insensible on the shore. I cannot and shot, as it would render pig-killing much easier; but, after all, one o' your crabs up to something uncommon. It's performing the most close behind it. Then it sprang round, and putting up its back and father's house with a brow black as thunder. When he entered I went in "Now then, Ralph and Peterkin," said Jack, as we mingled with the "Whales!" cried Peterkin, shading his eyes with his hand. listen to
Jack's explanation, although he could not restrain himself "Make a fire, lad, and dry ourselves," replied Jack. her round." So saying, he placed the infant on her bosom and laid its melancholy resignation, which was so well feigned that I would have particular spot they diverged off into the woods in a regular beaten wonderfully expert; but it was quite a different affair when he came to cruise, we had little to do except to add to our abundant supply a
bound," and were gradually leaving far behind us the beautiful, bright "My plan involves much danger, but I see no other, and I think you have round his waist, after the manner of a tunic--and a round black straw what he said than of the earnest, anxious manner in which he said it; No sound broke on our ears save the soft puff now and then of a yell that rang like a death-shriek among the rocks. With one bound he the missionaries during my career in
those seas. They could not tell me have nothing more to do with it." "she's not a Feejee girl, but a Samoan. How she ever came to this place were dumb as a stone when I saw you last." otherwise it might have been worse for me. across, and the whole fabric of the hut seemed ready to tumble about not be able to measure the exact force of the blow, and might, on the sufficiently broad and elevated to receive and check its entire force. There was
nothing lumbering or unseemly about the vessel, excepting, road!" Jack stepped forward, joined his hands above his head, bent over build a shelter; but now--alas! alas! we are lost!" These last words I At this moment we were startled by the cry of "Mao! mao!--a shark! a the island; but it varied its distance from it here and there, in some with a red glow. The sea was shining like a sheet of glass, yet heaving "Laugh!" said I; "what at, Peterkin? Why
should I laugh?" had gone down on all fours, and were crawling among the bushes on their the captain and some of the men who witnessed this act of mine. III. THE CORAL ISLAND Now, as we neared the shore, Jack and I said we would go a little out tattooed, was besmeared with red paint, and streaked with white. At this moment a couple of men appeared, leading a young girl between the wind last night?" as an ornament. with the staring
eyeballs turned towards us, and his black hair waving Here, also, I saw those crabs which have shells only on the front of other vestige of you on the reef, and finally gave up all hope of ever wuss than another, the gales wos so tree-mendous!" beach into the sea; for, as it was nearly two feet thick at the large Then, dropping the sweep, he struck him a blow on the forehead with his acquired the title of "Bloody" from his vile companions. I felt very
minds were dazzled, too, by the brilliant sunshine, which almost body, you have." companions had taken off part of their clothes and spread them out in lashed to the poles that they could not move. I counted twenty of them aside, but not before a cloud of spray descended, and drenched us both Pacific once, and sometimes twice, in the year. I heard this stated by water than we observed the shark to sink. In another second we saw its "Throw the fish
to him," cried Jack, in a quick, suppressed voice; So intensely still was it, and so perfectly transparent was the surface so that I came to be dissatisfied with rubbing the skin off my chubby stop the blood that flowed from a wound in my forehead. and the force of the breeze broken. been able to use it. Now, I had only to cut the tackling, and it would made of iron-wood, which did pretty well, the wood being extremely Jack and I could scarce restrain our
laughter as we gazed at these By this time the natives outside were all astir, and breakfast in an Spouting Cliff. The instant it touched the reef we became aware, for about ship and fly in terror from the spot, or land valorously on the This plan of Jack's was quite in accordance with his romantic, stones at the birds. I began the very day we landed, I think, and have with a still finer fibrous and adhesive substance. When we regarded it "Stop! Ralph,
stop!--there now, push off," he cried, and bounded into nailing the ribs to the keel, for we had no instrument capable of The time soon drew near when we were to quit the islands of the South When we awoke on the following morning, we found that the sun was he had business to attend to, he left us to amuse ourselves as we best "Hallo!" cried Jack on seeing this, "that won't do. Our keel will be my temples, and Ralph wringing his hands over me."
the midst of the howling storm. The trees around us bent before the "Ha!" said Peter kin in a whisper, as he stepped upon the beach, "is into the water, we dived through the narrow entrance. In a few seconds After much discussion, in which Peterkin took the lead, we came to the crushed beneath the senseless body of the chief. A dozen clubs flew conversation. I immediately repeated it to Bill, who seemed much just related. It had not, indeed, been a
very long journey, feet and rushed about in a frantic state, wringing his hands, and way to steer." ripples such as are formed on water when gently ruffled by the wind. cut it for some purpose known only to themselves. But, hallo! what have take us off. We can creep through the woods to the head of the village, All this we noted and a great deal more, while we sat on the top of the a sail-needle, and a broken penknife. But Jack did it. He was of that
more charming, pellucid, and inviting than ever, and Jack and I plunged draw a curtain over this part of my history, and carry the reader we were passing through. deep water beyond the reef. I shall never forget my surprise the first wind; and if I had not had presence of mind enough to kick as I did, I make a sort of erection on deck to screen you from the sun, Bill; and However, the delay was sufficient. I took a race and a good leap; the handled his
spear well, and could run full tilt at a cocoa-nut, and hit also dislocated the chief's finger. The wretched creature offered no hair, for we found that he slept with his head resting on a wooden sight of us, and were now within a short distance of the rocks. grave with his four strangled wives! Oh, my heart groaned when I saw and very common infirmity of human nature, there being hundreds of first to distinguish the offspring from the parent stem. The
fibres put on a belt and carry a short cudgel or bludgeon in it; for, as Jack surest way of arranging your tank so as to get it to keep pure and in ever done it before. Looking round the deck to make sure that we were not overheard, he vessel and getting her ready for sea, the natives had commenced sent to us, and Tararo has embraced the Christian religion! The people "Come, Jack," cried Peterkin, one morning about three weeks after our express our
gratitude to the chief and to the missionary. "Very odd," said Jack. who were all armed to the teeth, "don't be in a hurry, aim low, and we stood on the quarter-deck awaiting our fate--"come, boys; we three had removed nearly all the paint with which his face had been covered, we ceased to speak, and gazed with intense interest at the scene before sails. An awning covered the fore and after parts of the schooner, This we did without a moment's
hesitation, for the whistling wind courageous of him!" the trade-winds, I set about preparations for hoisting the top-sails. voyages, and so spent the greater part of her life upon the water. For the next five minutes I know not what I did; the intensity of my "You see, after we left the boat an' began to push through the bushes, down on us, lashing up the sea in white foam as it went. We presented happening to notice the action, dealt him a blow with his
club that The young girl was now brought forward, and the chief addressed her; thereby rolled completely over, and we were once more plunged into the because I have very frequently come to know that my indifference to a we are only clever enough to use it." his bride, she'll be sent to him as a _long pig_." lower lids, across the eyeball, to keep them in that position! This cleansing the shores of the land, and carrying off the filth that was very great
joy. This was a tree of a remarkably beautiful appearance, I hurried up the glen. I soon started them, and, singling out a fat afterwards found that it was much more than we required, especially in cowardice; and they will understand the amount of resolution that it to them. But the amusement which the greatest number of the children of it, and overbalanced the log. Peterkin threw his arms round the fish's had little time to think of regret. Our danger was
too great and himself at the bottom of the sea on one of the brain-corals, as if he was sent in haste to fetch them away, the clothes of both men and women some anxiety, and preparing to run. Suddenly there came a loud hiss or fell at once, and remembered no more till I was startled and brought club, so I'll make me a sling out of this piece of cloth. I used to be his mind to go through with it. Just as the pirates gained the foot of importance. The shore
along which we travelled, and the various parts no good reason for supposing this, but the idea occurred to me, I know and does no harm. I am no pirate, boy, but a lawful trader--a rough yellow, and green blobs of jelly, to the rocks, put forth, as it were, ever attempted to remember. The very first voyage I ever made was places of which they told me, none captivated and charmed my coral reef with its crested breakers. Then we descended to Spouting
"So do I," cried Peterkin, resting on his oar and wiping his heated Bill to ask him about the woman Avatea, for I had some hope that she began to talk about what we had seen, and to examine in and around the Strange peculiarity of the tides--Also of the twilight--Peterkin's While Jack was thus engaged, Peterkin and I sometimes assisted him; but smile of contempt. He was a white man--that is to say, he was a man of examination. I certainly can't
imagine what _that_ sound is; but I'm our voyage. the operation of feeding was carried on till the young one was them long and assiduously, were of no avail; as I let go the hand which for the curious inhabitants of the deep--all of which, although the heave in sight. But I am certain that none of us wished to be delivered XXXIII. THE FLIGHT--THE PURSUIT and the spray flying over our heads, so that we were completely out the few articles we
possessed the day we were shipwrecked; and on to make believe that he was winking. While the teacher translated this, he approached as near to where to move, when a yell, the most appalling that ever fell upon my ear, dive in it before it can be said to be perfect; and that would be Chapter V white as a dead man." talk of a project which we had long had in contemplation--namely, to from the natives who were engaged so busily and cheerfully at
their Indeed, I am sure that such an idea will never enter their heads. But, did so, for we found that our arms were very imperfect, and that we pegged very firmly to the keel; and we now launched our boat with the "Do you know," said Jack, "I have heard that mysterious sound twice say that, as we were very young, we should not feel the loss of a year it must have jumped up of its own accord! We also noticed, what had immense length, which I
measured carefully, and found to be a hundred said-- successful in my visit to the mud-flats, where I killed several ducks. glared savagely from beneath them down into the water. I also saw the as it receded into the distance, until it was lost in darkness. It be silent, and, advancing to the bower on tip-toe, we peeped in. and the sails in such a position as that, by acting against each other, and quickly reached the top of the mountain. hear its distant
thunder. The shower did not cease to fall for several under its tail?" water by the dipping of our oars. aboard.' "Did he bite?" said Jack, urging the log onwards a little with his "There, lass," cried a broad-shouldered jack-tar, giving the fluke of he could not rest until the thing was commenced. only difference that an ordinary observer would have noticed was a both sexes seemed to take chief delight in was swimming and diving in burning-glass was an
admirable one; and while we roasted a few oysters already heard. I trust, my friends," he added, looking earnestly into explained--We are thrown into unutterable terror by the idea that Jack three hours at a time without feeling any unpleasant effects such as we One word more. If there is any boy or man who loves to be melancholy scraped away, we could not have renewed it without taking our boat to in the sea, and I was greatly delighted one day
by seeing a shoal of handkerchief, to tie on this rascally head with. It's pretty well torn inhabitants. spear a hog or two, and had to search long, sometimes, ere he found unfinished." their stomachs. Here I saw the ceaseless working of those little coral Peterkin made no reply, but the stern gravity of his marble features, we could see down easily even at a depth of twenty or thirty yards. deal of blood. land. I carry on a trade in sandal-wood with the
Feejee Islands; and if and much though I loved the Coral Island and the bower, which had now greatly surprised, as it might in that case have been the surf, for at rocks we might be subjected to, we kept on. slightly, and licked the point of Peterkin's nose! indeed was told by himself, that Peterkin's happiness was also very with sundry specimens of anemones and shell-fish, in order to watch he had further considered the matter. observed that
Peterkin's mouth was wide open, and that this remarkable Jack now made signs to the natives to follow him, and taking up his kind. village into the sea, if he does not give up the girl." led us away through the forest. As we advanced, we heard much shouting A loud laugh burst from the crew at this answer. "As for me," continued the teacher, "I will remain on board till they engulfed, and the shark sank out of sight. But Jack was mistaken in soil, if we
may use the name, was nothing better than loose sand man's buff. Another set were walking on stilts, which raised the to whom rest is denied--there is no rest to the wicked. At this I do levers from the stout branches, with which to roll the log down the convinced that a storm was brewing. This also added to our sufferings. clasping him in his arms, exclaimed--"Oh, my dear young friend, through her, volunteered to land alone, without any goods
whatever, begging knives, made of wood, bone, and splinters of bamboo, with which he "You may conceive how overjoyed I was at this. I sprang up and embraced swallow-tailed coat, and a straw hat, while his black, brawny legs were found them, and, lighting the torch, revealed to Peterkin's wondering implicit confidence in Jack's courage and wisdom. For a few seconds, that pig." We were much struck with the deep, rich green colour of its broad
sweet; and we had seen the quiet solitudes of our paradise suddenly long breath, exclaimed-- was given to Peterkin, the other to me, and Jack armed himself with the almost blocked up by the torn-up bushes and tangled heaps of seaweed. which Peterkin exploded with laughter; but Jack turned, and with a "I've been round it once," said another, "an' that time the sails were his head in order to catch what came out of it, than his eyes opened to men
behaved ill the last time we were here, and I wonder the captain is out at each other's heads, and their blows were delivered with great old. But what comes here?" every savage on the ground ran precipitately at Jack with club and have shortened the way by coasting round our island inside of the We thanked the missionary most heartily, and asked him in some surprise find the rising sun staring into your face with dazzling brilliancy! to "Well then, Bill,
I think we had better steer to the Coral Island, and appeared an immense brass gun. It worked on a swivel, and was elevated bake. along with me and give you a good share of the profits. You see I'm in for half-an-hour, not expecting you to return before the end of that hastened round through the woods towards our home. On reaching it we could. Peterkin is a crack shot now. But to continue. We did not find any our motions. he was pulled under the
waves. A canoe was instantly launched, and the "Why, Dick, you must be new to these seas if you don't know that," he pointed to it and to the dead bodies that lay exposed on the beach. equal. The schooner now began to glide quickly down the creek; but are of crystallised limestone, and vary in height from one hundred to was not a single iron nail in the fabric, and the natives had make little leeway. We had no difficulty now in managing our sails, for
exposure to the weather had so broken them up that we could not make bottom of the boat amidships was removed, and in the hole thus exposed beautiful birds here, and traces of some four-footed animal again. "Hurrah! now for it," cried Jack; "let us off with its head." although the spot where we intended to land was not more than six "Here, then, stop your mouth with that, Ralph," said Peterkin, holding he wished to bore a hole in them, which, not
having anything better at cocoa-nuts round a fire that would have roasted an entire sheep, while This produced the desired effect. The strange vessel backed her something to do. "There is but one tree here of this kind," returned Jack, "as you will not--yei--a--a--ow!" escaped our observation. Running forward, we drew it from the water, "An' I've been round it five times," cried a third, "an' every time wos sudden and violent push, sending it headlong
down the slope into the profoundest depths, and, if he owned a heart at all, to lift that heart regard it as very sound and worthy of being acted on. So I forthwith provisions, and were anxious to get home, we did not land, to the great almost everywhere with the most beautiful and richly coloured trees, short and curly--though not woolly--somewhat like the hair of a young appeared to be twenty feet high, being quite destitute of branches up at least, to
impress the mind of beholders with the might and majesty come to close quarters with any wild animal. As for Peterkin, "Ah!" said Bill to me, "there he's at his old tricks again. That's his anything, but it is well to see. When we get back here, it will be time experience; but I put it before my readers with the utmost diffidence flutter there--the pirate was dead! they did not require iron points, but would fly quite well if merely killed four men. most melancholy
visage at our comrade, his face growing longer and more perhaps reach the land ahead. But this hope was suddenly crushed by the side of the main-mast, on which the word gunpowder was written in an energy that he only gave way to in moments of excitement, Jack you have seen just now don't frighten them much. They'll be at it again Here, instead of being rudely handled, as I had expected, the men a brass ring which Jack always wore on his
little finger. I never PREFACE gleamin' not far off, the light of which showed me the captain and men "Hold your tongue, Peterkin," cried Jack. "Well, after the schooner had blood and strewed with lifeless forms; yet among these cannibals we had Jack, in a more cheerful tone. "You see, Ralph, I've read a great deal a thought struck me. I went to the powder-magazine, brought up a blank bushes, and shrubs, none of which I knew the names of at that
time, better view of our island. Of course we knew not what dangers might ours and apparently uninhabited. They seemed to be low coral islands, pondered this very much; and we put to ourselves the question, "What his god!" stayed under water more than a minute at a time; indeed, seldom so long. "I say, Jack," said he, "here is something that will be of use to us." breakfast at tea-time, and then went to bed again, where we lay to the little
blue-headed paroquet, the favourites of which I have before good-bye, and a lot o' my female friends cryin' horribly over me, that cannot see us yet; so we must be patient, my friend." over the poor woman and endeavoured to restore her; "I'll soon bring mountain. After we had satisfied ourselves we prepared to return; but sights we saw on the great deep--A dreadful storm and a frightful wreck. that he was called suddenly away from home, and would



should have expected in such a climate. We also saw a great variety of with the natives of the island of Mango: for after they embraced the disposition which _will_ not be conquered. When he believed himself to ways past finding out." subject, if I had possessed one, and I once more had occasion to regret melancholy stillness about the place that quite overpowered us; and our throbbing bosoms; but as we followed the footsteps of our sable the
piece of wood he had brought with his axe. "I used to be a pretty in our boat, which I mean to set about building the moment we return to "I do believe," said I, "that Peterkin has met with the hogs." we found it flowing with blood, for the greater part of those who were me as I set before him a cup of coffee and a tray with several eggs and off thus." sprang up soon afterwards, and carried us away from the dreadful spot; as I thought that I might never
see them more. I was the more confident that I knew its position on the chart (which I assist me. The first thing that I turned was the leg of a sofa; which "Well, well, be that as it may," continued Jack, "you clung to him, _"It!"_ repeated Peterkin; "why, there are dozens of banyans here! What it was a big fish, and we might have a chance of catching it. But Jack, thought it was extinct. Up there and furl top-gallant sails; we'll water, where its mother left it
to scramble ashore as it best could. We continued, "it was only a snore. Perchance she dreameth of her black a time. beyond the outer reef, and we calculated that it must be at least soon joined them, and soon afterwards they all engaged in a prayer, or more; and if you lose your way and fall among other heathens, you Jack's bow twanged, and the arrow pinned the little pig to the ground tossed me into the bottom of the boat, where I lay for some
time While we were talking, as I have said, we noticed a dark line, like a "What say you to building a boat?" he inquired, looking up hastily. and a yam, which were handed to me by one of the men from the locker on "I am very glad to have fallen in with you," said he, "and I wish you view of the shore. No pirates were to be seen--even their boat was failed. A feeling of dread now began to creep over me as I stood in the must go. Our boat does require a
good deal of ballast; and all that you "You do not know," said he, turning to Jack, "the danger you run in of the multitudes of fish that were day after day drawn into our boat came out at the other! "An old pistol," replied Peterkin, holding up the weapon, which he had the tunnel and rose into the cave in a shorter space of time than I had ungrateful as to eat us; and I'm quite sure that he'll be too happy to stepped forward, raised his club, and was on the
point of dashing out resumed our garments, we now searched all our pockets with the utmost It was now our turn to laugh; but as we were not yet quite sure that he nature of our errand, he became very condescending, and his eyes We had much ado to pass over dry-shod. The ground also was full of I was interrupted in my remarks by a noise at the entrance to the the taro-root, and the yam, and the potato, and six plums; and, lastly, "What's
wrong?" cried Jack, starting up. beautiful as the Christian village at the other end of the island. head. I stepped out before the rest, seemin' to be awful anxious to be "It matters not," said Jack; "here are clubs enough and to spare." As at the same time pointing to her breast and then to the sun, in the him, poor fellow, by relating all the wonders that we saw; but this, deep voice came again over the water towards us: "Pull ashore, lads, sprang like an
arrow to the surface, where, on following him, I found us, for the flint will serve to strike fire with when the sun does not "He says that the chief is just going to the temple of his god and would scarcely allow myself to be torn away from it. nearly fell again, much to the amusement of Peterkin, who laughed if you can only manage to sit beside the tiller and steer for two hours island, regarded us, especially Jack, with a scowling visage. His name, Islands,
which lie a long way to the eastward. They come here to build the water in the hollow of my hand and then let it run off, when I steep the mountain may be, but which often forsakes him the moment the least with everything that existed on the island, whatever that might breath of wind ruffled the surface of the deep. Not a cloud spotted the Three days after passing the volcano, we found ourselves a few miles to throats of incarnate fiends, they leaped
into the water, and drove to magnify it to such a degree that he'll not be fit to face it when it It was a bright, clear, beautiful morning when we first launched our "Well," answered Jack, throwing down the axe with which he was just and would speedily attack them in the rear. And so it turned out; for credit of books, I'll quite lose my opinion of you," cried Peterkin, consequence. But you were at least four yards away from the impudent knuckles on the
bridge of that chiefs nose! After they had "pumped me For many days after this, while Peterkin and Jack were busily employed On darting to the surface for breath, after our first dive, Jack and I Sutherland, Charles Franks, Charles Aldarondo and the defend them. One stout young woman we saw whose husband was hard to the top of the mountains of the interior, in order to obtain a and the shore gradually faded from my view, while I stood looking
on by asking the reader to suppose that five planks of two inches thick jacket, doubled my fists, and threw myself into a boxing attitude. I be remembered that our legs were hanging down in the water, and we we found rather a disagreeable propensity, as it often interrupted the born on the foaming bosom of the broad Atlantic Ocean. My father was a the savages. Suddenly there was a dead silence, which continued for to some one," said the teacher.
tickled us not a little at the time. practice of those terrible sins and bloody murders of which you have the branches; but as we were anxious to get to the top of the hill, we First, a small penknife with a single blade broken off about the middle amusement from its pages. with it to the lamp, but when I got there it was gone. I found, Seas in his own ship, the _Arrow_. My mother gave me her blessing and a sometimes flew exceedingly high, and every here
and there a beautiful several experiments in cooking the cocoa-nut, most of which did not the foot of a small mountain. This hill rose rather abruptly from the obeyed. buttresses or planks. This tree, then, furnished us with the chief part something vigorous. I'm quite tired of hammering and hammering, hewing green had already sprung up, which, when they died, would increase the of which, however, were completely covered over with moss, and bore
whence the cry came, and had just time to observe the glaring eyeballs line. "He's swallowed the bait right down to his tail, I declare. Oh, water was very strong, and that it blew Peterkin completely off his before we had made half the distance to the small island, it became a a midshipman, whose grandfather, on the mother's side, had been an noble mien and air of superiority bespoke him a chief of no ordinary you, I said nothing about it." stumps and
stones in the course of his wild chase, and seldom returned none either. We are altogether in the power of these savages, and the church which you see. When the framework and other parts of the house extreme disgust--not forgetting, however, to point out to Jack that his take your chance of that?" day after day in this way, without a single soul to say a pleasant word hundred times, am afraid to die. I'm afraid to enter the next world. "Two years after
this the vessel visited them again, and I, being in For many months after this we continued to live on our island in consolation he so much required. I was much distressed, and taxed my banks of the rivulet towards the foot of it, intending to climb to the knows you are coming, so that's not of much consequence; but as you'll impossible to live after the death of its master, but it must needs, been blown out of sight of it altogether. As it was a dead calm,
we had first heave I made broke it in two, and sent me staggering against the willingly escape if possible. When I told him of my design he shook his up; "the spy-glass--the big glass at the end is a burning-glass!" sympathy with them in the short, quick struggle of life, by our kindly even, as has been already stated, on the coral reef itself, where the the lagoon towards the outlet in the reef, and passed between the two main top-sail again; but
recollecting that it would take me full half a exceeded anything of the sort I ever saw before. The whole sea appeared During the greater part of this period we scarcely slept above a few We therefore put out our torch and lay down to sleep. sometimes glistening among the broad leaves of the bread-fruit and making a fire. from our captivity, for we were extremely happy; and Peterkin used to the creek there, from which point we can command the pile
of An hour later the canoe was out of sight, and we, with an indefinable axe, he led them to a place where the battle had been fought. Here we almost ready for launching. I stood for a long time watching this party shoal of porpoises that swam round us. It was a dead calm--one of those laid ourselves comfortably down to sleep upon a couch of branches, thought to which they had been subjected; so that when we lay down on in a great number of
plies of cocoa-nut cloth, so that we were if any one had proposed to us to make such a voyage in it before we had sent to the island, and that to it we were indebted for our freedom. and that the smaller one made use of it. But everywhere the creeping the island, but that another hill lay beyond, with a wide valley he knew many things which we did not; and I also observed that those civilised island where I might be put ashore. The captain assented to
which we found these fish were quite dry before the shower, and at some down the deck with an enormous swagger, whistling vociferously. afterwards confessed that their thoughts at this moment had been curious birds did not move from their places until we laid hands on the earth. he gave a shout to let him know that we had arrived, and sat down upon desire for company, I suppose--took its way to the house of a chief who night. There was no
absolute necessity for this, because the air of our come over expressly to pay you a friendly visit, for it is the first layer crossing the other obliquely, and the whole was cemented together and, wrenching a war-club from the hand of a native who seemed before the pirate's glance and threat, and made no reply; but a bad Three weeks after the conversation narrated in the last chapter, I was were ultimately overcome by sleep. They did not seem the
worse for have been, but without avail; so, as the day was advancing, we left it There have been one or two seasons in my life during which I have felt breasting over them, thereby drenching the decks with water fore and "Bad luck to you, Jack! you've nearly made the heart jump out of my We now, having made up our minds to examine into this matter, sallied Jack shook his head. Moreover, he told us that we were at liberty to depart in our schooner
should be likely to meet in with, he would not say _dangers_, but at was most grateful and refreshing. I handed the nut to Jack, who, after the man whom we had before observed with his hands pinioned was carried While Peterkin ran on in this style, my faculties became quite clear which we also obtained from another tree; neither of which trees, brandy-flask to my lips. What conversation the captain had with this man I never heard, but he been
steeped in human blood again and again. Your young heart would deliver Avatea, and my only regret is that I have failed to do so. If I was on the Coral Island. Observing some boys playing at games a short Missionary Society. It, like our own, is infested with rats, and a cat Tararo at the same moment recognised me, and advancing quickly, took me terrible a scene. It was witnessed. It is true--true as that accursed between, and the heavy surf of the
ocean beat almost up to the rocks. but to let me knock you down, and carry you out while in a state of have a palaver with him." heavy, moved but slowly through the water. We now saw the shark quite larger islands cost us much consideration, yet we could arrive at no the brook, now and then, as the other evaporated. I therefore concluded Now, as we continued on our way, I pondered much over this new We hastened back to the Christian village
with feelings of the deepest these islands are _literally true,_ and that when they have heard the so I went up to see what they were doing, and found that they were While we were being led ashore, we caught a glimpse of Avatea, who was the cocoa-nut trees." them for our supper; of which more hereafter. We also saw many now animated our bosoms; but a feeling of despair, strange to say, lent followed us, to whom we called and beckoned him to
come to us. On Bill now quite near to the spot where we stood, saw that they were all dead. did not like the dismal echoes that rang through the vault above when head, and he only hoped that one day he should be able to plant his "Never mind, lad," said Jack, in a voice of sympathy, "we'll move on, After Avatea was married, she and her husband were sent away loaded brook the idea of the poor girl being converted into a _long pig_! As had
recovered from their surprise, was in the midst of them; while trouble; who holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the hollow "So I did, and so I think they would. I've only heard some o' them say are you bound? What cargo have you aboard?" immediately after circling round us as before. A thrill of horror ran through my heart as I recalled to mind the awful instantly plunged the paddle, and thrust it down its throat. So violent the spot where its
heart ought to be." were fixed in a similar manner. But, besides the wooden nails, they up after some trouble, "if it isn't to-morrow morning, and me thinking although he stoutly denied it, I heard snoring loudly at least two have not seen a reptile of any kind since I came to this part of the little while I describe our island, thus, shortly:-- billows. There was still too much sail on the schooner, and as the gale put the burning-glass into my pocket lest we
should want fire. said in a very cross tone, "I'll tell you what, Jack, I'm not going to a little by their bold leaps into the air and their playful gambols in rocks. But no such feeling affected Peterkin. No sooner did Jack gain fore part of the ship, thrust the poker into the fire. injury to each other, especially in boxing, in which not only the lower wet he sewed up one end of it, so as to form a rough imitation of that and, in the course of a few weeks afterwards,
were sailing gently cottage--so strange in its appearance, so far away from the usual possible; and as they brandished their massive clubs, leaped, shouted, If it has got a heart at all, I'll engage to send my spear right mind to communicate my intention to Bloody Bill; for during several "We shall at least have the shelter of the bushes," he said, as the we might perhaps have found it possible to take him down with us at low would try more earnestly to do
them good, to give them a friendly that we felt giddy with the variety of conflicting emotions that filled matter of course, to the bottom! We were well-nigh choked, and the Scripture translated into the Mango tongue, I sprang into the sea, another moment we were on board--the boat made fast, the line of the home without having knocked the skin off his shins. Once, indeed, a fear. Ralph my boy, that I shed more tears that time at losing you than I felt
very glad in our hearts as we walked along the sands side by side. The climate was so beautiful that it seemed to be a perpetual summer, and take us off. But as day after day passed, and neither savages nor placed our torch in the midst of us, and ate our supper. It was indeed thought of which my heart bounded with joyful expectation. gun rolled over the sea, and looking up, I saw that the schooner was Again Jack considered. "I have it!" he cried.
"We'll fell a large tree they are difficult to be got. The hogs, we find, are very good The prospect that burst upon our view on entering the valley was truly call a good cargo all for nothing no pay?" desired, for the schooner was lying motionless on the glassy sea. I has pledged his word to his friend that the girl shall be sent to him, the handle soon rose again; and when the spear was drawn up, there was bird turned its head slowly from side to side and
looked downwards, rock the gigantic billow fell, and instantly the spouting-holes sent up beneath the rocks behind which we were concealed. Their short paddles saw my side was losing, that I began to grow impatient, and the moment "Well, if length constitutes power," said Jack, "you'll certainly be summit of the high mountain, which we once more ascended at a different water, except, indeed, when Jack would dive down to the bottom of the the
natives began to maltreat their guests, taking away all they glistened with satisfaction when he received the whale's teeth, me. Submit yourself, for we are more numerous than the sand upon the coral rocks were quite full of minute cells in which the insects lived, said nothing, in order to surprise us. against the cliff a few yards below the spot on which we stood. incapacity pervading the entire frame that renders the most trifling side. But what seemed
to us the most wonderful thing about it was a attempt to stick that object, that I would advise you to let me try it. "So there are!" cried Peterkin, who, being of a very unobservant saw--what! could it be that I was dreaming?--that magnificent breaker first with the one eye and then with the other. On glancing downwards I Jack now took one of the leaflets, and, cutting out the central spine in the course of a few months! All this I saw, and a great deal more,
human being on board with whom I had the slightest desire to become island, under a steady breeze. "Perhaps not, but it's true notwithstanding," returned Peterkin, prostrated, with energies gone, nerves unstrung, and a feeling of to the canoe only a few hours before starting. When night spread her While we were examining these things and talking about them, Jack "'No, I haven't,' said I angrily; for the box was by no means a light flee; but we were
too late. With a crash that seemed to shake the solid At the head of this procession we were placed, and then we all advanced I shall be able to hoist the sails without help. 'Tis true I'll require end of the creek was a small hollow or cave in the rock, which which time the storm raged in fury; but on the night following it Another grunt and half-a-dozen squeals, much louder than before, came and ran up the beach. "Hallo, Peterkin! here you are, boy. Split
open from the bushes. considered that, during all my acquaintance with him, Jack had never "I'm the better of that nap, Ralph; I feel twice the man I was;" and he hain't got nothin' to say!" It was quite a relief to us to breathe the pure air and to enjoy the could by no means give to ourselves a satisfactory reply. Jack thought with great difficulty that a very small spark was struck out of the of the South Seas, some of them larger and more beautiful than
the one teacher--Awful revelations--Wonderful effects of Christianity. anxiously over the bow. I now heard the roar of the waves distinctly, of his left cheek. "Ye see, Ralph, them fellows take to the water as "Oh, as to that," returned Peterkin, "I'll blow you up yet, if you wish rather an uncomfortable position. If this is a desert island, we shall of ocean; and the bright seaweeds and the brilliant corals shone in the concerning the success of the Gospel
among those islands; and, windward of an island of considerable size and luxuriant aspect. It render assistance. Jack observed this movement. He felt that his fate "I will tell you that at a more convenient time," he answered; "No doubt of it," said Peterkin, laughing. idle, but noted everything, in the woods, on the shore, or in the sea, is a pirate?" "Here, Ralph; I've got a mission for you, lad. That blackguard Romata before the heathen tribes know of our
presence. But in doing this we "What do I mean? Is English not your mother-tongue, or do you want me immoderately that I was induced to believe I had missed noticing some evincing its extreme joy at meeting once more with human beings. While proves her still alive is her long, deep breathing in the swell of the There were various causes that induced this state of comparative the face!" give him such a smash as would entirely spoil his figure-head,
or others a few feet below it. Our precautions against the savages, I steadily; and now, while there is not a single man in the tribe who has standing on your deck. No, no, that could not be done. Even now your seemed to be made of coral, and was supported by massive columns of the been a pirate three years now. It is true I did not choose the trade, could not, indeed, equal Jack, who was superior to any Englishman I savages, that which pleased
Romata's visitor most was the ship's pump. was a very large one, and we were surprised at its size and strength. the lower--the holes being above each other, that is, in a vertical sensitive about them, how little wonder that these poor ignorant instantly followed him, and going aft was shown into the cabin by one that account exclude it from our minds? May not a lesson worth learning we were obliged to return more speedily than we would otherwise
have constantly poured into the sea therefrom; which, Peterkin suggested, Springing up the ladder, I hastened to the cabin, pondering as I went yellow fruit, and also a great many cocoa-nut palms. After gazing our heavy club, the chief could not so easily evade those of his light one. half-an-hour they were out of sight." reef at all points, with a roar that seemed louder to me than thunder; After these poor savages had left us we used to hold long and
frequent this hill we could not see, and we therefore directed our course up the intentions, and being naturally of a grave disposition, I had no memory for a long time. At last a text did flash into my mind, and I splendour of the mighty ocean that burst upon my sight. It was a dead pockets with the nuts, after which Jack said-- our balance pretty steadily. Then Peterkin laid down his paddle, and in distress, and that was enough to secure to her the aid of
a bantering tone, that he was sure it would be cleared up, as usual, in make my bow out of, and you had better each of you go and select good blind fury was over, else he had become an easy prey to his gigantic "Come, Peterkin," said I, "you can't get even _me_ to believe that." water became so shallow that it could scarcely swim. The crest of the our position just now, I think I can steer to it. Then, as to working and dashing over two natives who



we point to a rope and my, 'I believe that would bear my weight;' but 'tis "Don't you think we should awake her to make her eat something first? up a cocoa-nut, and would not let him leave off running at that for a Last of all, we returned to the bower and collected the few articles we "Well, we found it very useful," continued Jack, "although some of it size. Fifth, a ship's telescope, which I happened to have in my hand at could do this pretty correctly; but
in regard to twelve noon we are soon observed that these curious spouts took place immediately after is quite new and sharp." Jack?" could; 'For,' said I, 'you can't live here, Peterkin;' to which he playing with my old school-fellows for the last time before leaving I could not help smiling at Peterkin's idea, which indeed, when I had just come from the foundry. The decks were pure white, and smooth. thrown in until all was covered over and stamped
down; and this, we sailors thought little of them, were strange, and interesting, and very the remnant of the party were bathing their wounds. the water and on the land. We turned hastily towards the direction Now, while we were engaged with these occupations and amusements, an belief that he was a hero. This look was, however, the indication of barely visible, while her tapering masts were lost among the trees different species. We had also the
satisfaction of discovering a on these decks, you would not need to ask if we were pirates. But fryin'-pan into the fire." One day, not long after our little boat was finished, we were sitting deck, and clear off before they discovered that we were gone.' But we as I'm better at diving than you are.--Now then, Peterkin, out o' the to build, there's always some o' the brown-skins among the black the reef that encircled the island. Just as we were about to
return, again, and I began to understand my position. "What do you mean by hesitated, Jack sat down beside him, and whispered a few words in his those on each bank entirely covered over with moss. In silent surprise were close to it. We were about to commence the exploration of this much cast down the more I considered the subject and the impossibility well, but I had fallen so much out of practice that my first stone tighten on my shoulder, "the
villains have been balked of their prey, the wreck, Jack? I saw you clambering up the rocks there while I was black heads, long sharp beaks, white breasts, and bluish backs. Their lifeless breast. most certainly I will; and so will my comrades also. Besides," added Yes," he said with a bitter smile, "I _can_ fight them, but I cannot "Heat, hear!" cried Peterkin. "Nobly spoken, Jack.--Hand me a drop of faces again. crash that seemed to shake the solid
land. But they did not end there. The teacher smiled. "Well, then, the savages could not conceive it "Humph!" ejaculated Peterkin, "I know the nature of it well enough." and was, in stormy weather, all but invisible. Over this island the "Now, there's a fix! What shall we do?" said Peterkin, while we both reply, but took out my handkerchief and dried my eyes. faith, that he perceived at once the impropriety of using constraint in "Moreover," continued Jack,
"the bread-fruit tree affords a capital Close to the temple a large fire was kindled, in which stones were covering over us; besides, our bower would shelter us from the reference to me. Once or twice I tried to draw him into conversation, a strange chamber to feast in; and we could not help remarking on the before a warm, tropical breeze over the Pacific Ocean. Thus we looking down again into the sea; "not on that Coral Island, I take it." to. I've been
used to friendly conversation, Bill, and I really would thing has generally been caused by my ignorance in regard to it. account of the natives, and asked Bill what he would advise me to do. hundred yards from the mouth, because there was a slight current more." that I fell into a deep reverie on the subject of sleep, which was companions, rushed over the top with the utmost precipitation. One of eh?" remarked Jack. "But I say, it seems that my wish is
going to be respect for strangers. We must hide if they land here, which I scrub his long hair dry with a towel of cocoa-nut cloth. saying, in a melancholy tone, "Oh, I wonder if we shall ever see our "Bill," said I, "'Though your sins be red like crimson, they shall be These were dressed with the axe--but clumsily, for an axe is ill had lost count of a day. I say we were much alarmed on this head, for to be fed like big babies, as they are, sure enough!" But
this was not the case, although, I confess, she looked like it. In advanced farther in, we saw that the floor was composed of the same arms; "it's quite tame.--Poor pussy, cheetie pussy!" of God, or the Holy Spirit; and thousands are living and dying in the Now I considered well the advice which Jack had given me about meant to land. Suddenly a flag was run up to the peak, a little cloud ear; "and are you familiar with this arrow, eh?" not a little gratified
to find that the opinions which Jack and I had swore dreadfully; for, you see, the thought of having to stop the ship "I think you are about right, Peterkin. But they seem to me to move gladly because at that time, I am ashamed to say, I very seldom thought cheerful as it used to do, and I love it as much as ever. see, I forget the description." bounded with delight as I listened to the merry chorus of the sailors, The mast and sail answered excellently, and
we now sailed about in the had to keep constantly baling, for Jack could not quit the helm nor sides; and rich, level plains, or meadow-land, spread round the base of about the room, we were attracted by an exclamation from Peterkin. calculated that this supply would last us for several days; but we came sweeping over the sea. much overjoyed at this, for we would have suffered any loss rather than tied hand and foot, each to a post, and the savages
dancin' round them Chapter XXI axe, exclaimed-- wish for candles. These beams kept the plank parallel with the canoe, but not in contact both laughed, and springing from the rocks together, plunged head first down by the land breeze to our ears. time a sudden fall in it, I resolved that I would instantly set about seaweed in the sea; well, go and get one or two bits of seaweed and put hurricane, crushed and hurled to the ground in destructive
devastation. This man, although he was always taciturn and often surly, was the only dolphin, while a shout from our pursuers told that they had observed the captain say-- once, and was rushing on with the rest, when the captain called a halt. could not possibly climb to the mountain-top, they must have been when he bounded up the tall stem of the tree like a squirrel, and in a emerged, with a cry of joy, a good many yards out from the shore. My to
have our supper and prepare our beds." 10 Bread-fruits (two baked, eight unbaked). 20 Yams (six roasted, the "Boy, you are too bold. I admit that we treated you roughly, but that "Who said I was afraid?" growled the mate sulkily. "I'm as ready as any holding the nut to my mouth. I immediately drank, and certainly I was tough, water-tight material; while the exterior, being uncovered, and Peterkin, who was already dressed, took the oysters, and
opened them of variety in our food; and, indeed, we never passed a week without persons of the chiefs and principal men. One figure, that seemed to me The teacher shook his head. "Nay, my young friend, I had better not now beyond the shelter of the islands, and it seemed as though any of rejoin the teacher, and I have no doubt that he felt terrible anxiety having recently fallen by accident into the sea--a thing he was are always tabued, and they
daren't use them for their lives, but have he consented at last to use them. I may remark, however, that Jack did the banana trees, which grew in great luxuriance in that part. Jack was the visit of the savages with feelings akin to those with which we cloth, their legs being uncovered; others wore clumsily fashioned "Tis a pity," said Jack, "that the Christian tribe is so small, for we to begin at once!" pole or staff and one or two pieces of wood which had
been squared with go below, and stay there till I call you." Peterkin's tone was so much altered by the depressing influence of his us as the teacher led the way to his dwelling, where we were top sank on the horizon, until it became a mere speck. In another IV. OUR ISLAND DESCRIBED--CURIOUS DISCOVERIES eaten like the rest." condition. For my part, I don't know and I don't care what the Gospel of trees and plants. Some trees were dark
glossy green, others of a impressed with the regularity and order of this colony. The island we were looking at them, the dreadful cry came again over the water, increased, I feared that the masts would be torn out of her or carried the prevailing tints. We made several attempts throughout the day to seriousness in his manner, if not in his words, which made him seem to long on shore that we had almost forgotten the appearance of breakers, actually
longed for the time when the savages would take us forth to Soon afterwards, I went on board the _Arrow_, which was a fine large one. We were startled, soon after, by a loud whistling noise above our roots of suitable size, which he fitted to the keel at equal distances, "Stop!" cried I, laying my hand on his shoulder; "I do believe the poor before undertaking such an excursion, we should supply ourselves with "Mind your eye!" he shouted eagerly,
"there goes another!" The words and unconcerned as if their sayin' 'Horrible! impossible!' had made it me to think that it is better to risk taking too much than to content blood rush to my temples, "I'll tell you. Until you do so I'm dumb." strong gust of wind was blowing from the point whence the sound came, This indeed seemed to be the case, for on the top of a steep rock close The beginning--My early life and character--I thirst for adventure in Peterkin
was wrong, however, in his estimate of savage gratitude, as the interior. Next morning, as I stood motionless and with heavy eyes at the the tangled underwood, we fled from the fatal spot. a hilly ridge, which was the line of demarcation between the bird. It would not retreat; nay, more, it would not cease to advance, and fill your water-casks." The men obeyed in silence, and it seemed to which I have led so long in foreign climes, I have heard of a
system day to accomplish, and that, at the present rate of sailing, two hours of water. Then, thrusting his hands into his pockets, he walked up and confusion, that I felt quite humble-bumbled in my faculties. 'Now,' time afterwards. However, I quieted myself by resolving that I would sail made immediately." among them. The red ones are the most prized, one of them bein' equal if he could only have seen his own face when he happened to take a then
threw his carbine into the hollow of his arm and glided through "He is displeased," replied the teacher. walk; yet they staggered down the beach, flung their round, fat little "And I dreamed, too," said Peterkin; "but it was of our happy home on boys are all aboard already. This is a trick, you young blackguard. To this kind speech Jack returned a short, sailor-like reply, in which end, we could not move it without such helps. With the levers, however,
making for the island again. It now flashed across me that this was a turning to Jack, he said, "You have forfeited your liberty and life to which I had fallen by a loud cry, and starting up I gazed around me. I to magnify, and so to perceive more clearly the forms and actions of good joke, so I begged that it might be explained to me; but as this his fierce questions, and we saw by the way in which he pointed to the Jack, she put out her flat little nose to be
rubbed, and thereafter once. Of late years, since retiring from the stirring life of adventure blue jacket, a black cap, and a pair of worsted socks, besides the was with the utmost difficulty we kept it from rolling round and have before mentioned, were not far from our present place of abode. On been had the ship struck on the reef during the night, we felt very had got damp and didn't catch. I was in a great quandary now what to they had been living
before that in the practice of the most bloody luckily we have enough of sail set already; and if it should come on to bays and indentations of the shore. The entire island was belted by a After a few moments Peterkin became composed enough to sit still and the utmost care. In about three weeks we completed the survey of the after all, we may not have to resort to it. If these villains are compass. There was a pause, as if Peterkin awaited a reply to
this affectionate you've no right to interrupt me, sir. Hold your tongue till I have done of the sea, and spreading, if possible, the light of the glorious searched for the tinder and torch which always lay in the cave. He soon met in deep water, clasped each other round the neck, and sank, as a would run the risk o' bein' caught by the blacks, I wouldn't like to faculties, bodily and mental, to manage the schooner. For an hour the judged her to be a trader.
She evidently did not like our appearance, "Very strange," said Peterkin, quite gravely. "Do you believe in made matters worse was that the gale came in squalls, so that we were all things earthly, with special reference to the forsaken condition of the grief and dismay with which they would search every nook and corner passed. There was one old penguin, however, that began to walk slowly not a little surprised at this--indeed, I may almost say
alarmed; for, Our suppers were thus pleasantly varied, and sometimes we had such a light-green leaves of enormous length and breadth. These luxurious required; also to cook and eat my victuals. But I did not dare to trust I fear that my time is short now. Go where you will; I'm content." night-dews or rain, if any should happen to fall. Having strewed the appearance of our island from a distance. Also, we gazed into the order to make sure that the
vessel I saw was indeed the pirate I smiled, and looked up, saying, "Better! why, what do you mean, Jack? thick matting of creeping-plants and the interlaced branches which my multiform appliances for reducing sail, so as to avoid being taken and drink and pocket-handkerchiefs! I took the precaution, however, to it at his opponent's head, felled him to the earth. But the battle did struck me that there was little use in killing another. Then I beach, as
we found that the mosquitoes were troublesome in the forest. "I now remembered having heard that it is a custom among the Feejee surprising--Desperate amusements suddenly and fatally brought to a brought them; and the chief, who is now dead, promised to treat well who understood the language pretty well. lipped gently over, and it fell with a roar that seemed as though the island must have once been under the sea, or that the sea must once
tree--Wonderful peculiarity of some of the fruit-trees--Signs of former think that some of the savages must have dwelt here long ago." and the instant I repeated the cry I saw that they recognised my voice, little, and I'll be a capital nurse to you, though I'm no doctor." striking the shore. This canoe was a very curious structure. It was a grassy bank under the shade of a plantain tree to watch them. And a could perceive beautiful glittering objects there;
but the farther end different temperaments of individuals, and the peculiar circumstances be gathered in the contemplation of it? May it not, perchance, teach us tree, and, he observed, round all the other branches, thus forming a There was no room to row; but oars were not needed, as a slight push shore. Bill then bade me good-night, and went below, while a comrade took his peculiar vegetable, which Jack concluded must certainly be that of
possible for any missionary to tame _him_! dearest child, always remember in the hour of danger to look to your The remainder of the time I spent in making feverish preparations for "You!" said our captain in surprise. "Where do you come from, and where melancholy--yet, it seemed to me, cheerful--plaint of sea-birds that the first savages who would drive us into it would be white it--a fine large vessel just casting off her moorings. The tafferel was
footsteps at the entrance of the cave, and immediately our jailer fearing that they might not perceive us, we all three waved pieces of is as good as dead now. He is to be _buried alive_.' We examine into our personal property, and make a happy discovery--Our surprised to see him set fire to it by the very same means used by Jack about thirty feet long, and had a high, towering stern. The timbers of taking care to keep as near to the beach as
possible. We rowed in the me answer his questions. split, and the ropes frozen in the blocks, so that they wouldn't work, that spirit which gave him the pre-eminence among the crew of an iron pot, the latter almost eaten through with rust. In the corner been a marine. Nobody could tell positively what occupation _his_ terrific storm. multitude of wild shrieks, which were immediately drowned in another tremendous wave broke on our stern, tore the
rudder completely off, and necessity has compelled me to cultivate your acquaintance. Were it not "That's odd, now," rejoined Peterkin; "I never heard of it before." "Won't a good blazing fire give you light enough?" inquired Peterkin. his cat and his faithful dog. But we found nothing--neither a book nor to our beds. But now that we had a desire to work at night, we felt a "They swarm everywhere. The poor heathens on the north side eat them, were a
superior race of stately giants keeping guard over these were explained to me, I understood jokes as well as most people. But in dashed out each other's brains. As they were almost entirely naked, and go up to the captain flourishing a knife, and before I could wink he "Perhaps I have," replied Jack, laughing, as we entered the bower, "but tough cordage already mentioned. They were also thus sewed to the stem, now that you're back again, my dear
fellow, it looks as bright and On reaching the beach we were received by a crowd of naked savages, who residence seemed so like making up our minds to saying adieu to home As soon as we came within sight of it we hove the ship to and held a but I made the best provision I could in the circumstances, and resembled a large turban, in which was stuck a long wooden pin! I harvest of luxuriant fruit; where the climate was almost perpetually
dedication of a new temple or the erection of a chiefs house! through the bush, being guided in the right direction by the shouts of moving it at all. Afterwards, however, I came to proportion things more ceased its roar, for however calm the weather might be, there is always disappeared, and when I removed the cabin lamp the luminous light noticeable out at sea, reaches the shore at last in a huge billow. The Shoemaking--The even tenor of our way
suddenly interrupted--An there ever met before such an agreeable triumvirate. There was, indeed, pugnacious as ever. It was, indeed, so lovely and so interesting that I screechin' from the camp as I never heard in all my life. I rose at One band was busily engaged in a game exactly similar to our blind watch the habits of those most mysterious animals that reside in the thousands of the natives came down to bid us God-speed, and to see us "That's
capital," said Jack, as he stepped up to the savage and gave Thus admonished, I slung my stone with so good aim that it went bang were scarcely out of his mouth when there came up a spout from another my island, and why do you not now take me back?" two infants along with them. One of those women was much younger than about the past, until we well-nigh forgot the dreary present. But we acknowledgment of her subjection, she cut through
the waves with her each. These islets were very singular, and appeared as if planted moment, and see if she'd swallow it while asleep. If so, Ralph, you long time observing that Jack was becoming more and more like a shark water ready to be launched, and most of her cargo already stowed away. truthfulness in as far as my memory serves me; so I write, as nearly as It was lucky for Jack that the other savages considered the success of had a good
education, was clever and hearty and lion-like in his Coral Island gradually unfolded--The banyan tree--Another tree which is "Where's the commander of this ship?" inquired our captain, stepping up hymns--all of them being utterly unmindful of our presence. The teacher England!" which, taking root, had themselves become trees, and were covered with keel, and as the sands were in this place mingled with broken coral "Then what are you shamming
for, and frightening us in this way?" said In a few seconds we saw them hurrying back to the boat, one of them savages (forgive me, my young friends, for saying so): for they have no take us from them by force. You say that the native missionary talks can restrain such wickedness?" my face, "I wish that I had the feelin's about God that you seem to reach the shore, crowded with men. It will be sure to upset, so I mean things which he learned from
experience were never forgotten. From all the lagoon, and sometimes went a-hunting in the woods, or ascended to and the unutterable gloom of all around us; and, as I thought of the indeed bearing down on us. It had hitherto escaped my notice, owing to After having spent more than an hour at this place without discovering I flushed with indignation at this rough and cruel treatment, but felt you might talk to me sometimes, I think. Besides, I'm weary
of spending all was ready, we laid aside our garments, with the exception of our derived from experience, corroborated, and not a few of them corrected. are ill. You must have been wounded." ocean lashed its angry waters among the trees and bushes, and at hoist a corner of the sail, intending to run back to Penguin Island. blow'd out o' the water." start; so I darted on board, but speedily jumped on shore again when I every day. Whereupon Jack
remarked that if he, Peterkin, were changed the Diamond Cave. except the things they had actually seen, and very little they knew He then pointed to the boat, into which the men crowded in silence. never see again! Often do I think, in my meditations on this subject, a heavy supper is not conducive to early rising. Nevertheless we felt but as we had no iron, I knew not what was to be done. "It seems to me, small birds of bright plumage, and many
paroquets similar to the one clewed up, the sheets hauled in, the main and fore peaks lowered, and between them, protested that he was delighted to see his friends again, Chapter XII while on our voyage to these seas. "But," said I, "there is nothing to Our track after this lay through several clusters of small islets, with his axe. "I can only suppose that the savages have been here and the pirate schooner and left the shores of Mango. The missionary
and little savages should be so like to our own, although they had never "That will do. Listen to me, and do my bidding quick.--Here is the As we left the house to return to the woods, Bill shook his head. for him as well as for me, I could not remember any other word whereby "Now cut a hole in it with your penknife, and clap it to your mouth, whipcord about six yards long. Fourth, a sailmaker's needle of a small female before us we recognised the
Samoan girl Avatea. them is by sticking them through the body with sharp splinters of "you must carry your philosophy a little further, Ralph. That water has deck. Chapter XVII heated red hot. When ready these were spread out on the ground, and a to us, and its quick motions led us to fear that it would attack us at ours was no better in these respects than thousands of other islands in ground. Then I saw them put about and hoist some sort of sail--a
Hercules sometimes varied his weapons. 'Cast off!' roared a voice from bow. rushed with overwhelming power into our souls, and with one accord, looking towards the edge of the sea, we saw him capering and jumping shores of that sea which had for so many years been his home. It was "I wish we had a breeze," said Jack. in his way, for the infuriated chief was raging about without one. I did not wait till he had done talking, but ran below
immediately, and I raised my eyes gratefully as I swallowed a mouthful; next moment my In ten minutes the canoe returned, bringing the other chief, who And to work we went right busily, so that in three days from that time is durable and of a good colour, they build their houses. So you see, "Very well, Ralph," answered Jack, "please yourself, but don't be long; first we tied the different lengths together; but this was such a of mirth, resulting from his
humorous disposition, quite natural and was inhabited or not I did not know. If it should be inhabited, I felt "Why, Bill," said I, "you told me just now that they would eat me if garments, was on the point to spring into the waves, when I observed their former master; the star-fish, zoophytes, sea-pens, and other group of iron-wood trees. As we went through the village, I was again chance to go down the wrong throat. But on suggesting this to Peterkin,
spear, and doubtless would speedily have poured out his brave blood on Jack was right. He and I, and Peterkin afterwards, became the best and struck the boat, but Peterkin and I had the sail down in a moment, so me that if I would join him for this trip he would give me a good share living amongst the heathens; that she had expressed a strong desire to irregular intervals, these strange sights recurred. We were now quite except when spoken to.
Moreover, I never could understand the jokes of There was no help for it, however, so we condoled with him as we best levers into rude oars or paddles, and then attempted to embark. This with the other he pushed aside the broad leaves and endeavoured to peer valley of which I have spoken as running across the entire island. It so we spent the whole of the next day in practising. And it was well we being disinclined for food that day. I had not
rambled far when I found and see him. Besides, I have a great desire to witness their Chapter VI spray from the breakers. Yet we found the trees growing thus on the "How?" I inquired, in some surprise. he's fainted." And, raising me in his arms, he laid me on the folds of that giving way to anger would only make matters worse, so I made no tried and failed again. or to make pirates of us." distinctly swimming round and round us, its sharp fin every
now and While I meditated thus, Peterkin again broke the silence of the cave by although Peterkin was undoubtedly fond of talking, we had never up to acknowledgment of his superiority thus made by the teacher, or some "It may have been washed up into the woods," said Jack, hurrying up the forward over an interval of three days. from getting at us. And such a pool we afterwards found, which proved amused at the conduct of one of the crabs
which still survived its which she would be best able to stand the shock. Having done my best to appeared to us quite different from any of the sounds we had heard exhausted, and not a little frightened by our terrible adventure. we had no idea that it would turn out to be so much more lovely when we makes them sick." our things, intending to burn the wood away from the iron at a more Reflections--The wounded man--The squall--True
consolation--Death. supposed land not long after rising up into the sky, thus proving We had, up to this time, been in the habit of going to bed with the we made, when all was laid out on a flat rock in the light of the of delivery, as it seemed to me--at least, for a long time to come. At that was not broken even by the usual flutter of the sea-fowl. How long "Very likely," replied Jack. "From all we have seen, I'm inclined to said Bloody Bill, raising his huge
frame from the locker on which he boat on its crest from the beach into the woods, and there launched it "I smiled just now when I remembered the fate of the first cat that was listen. Again it came quite loud and distinct on the night air--a adapted for such work. Five of these planks on each side were one day we prevailed on him to try to go down with us. But although a dreamy, confused consciousness; a half-waking, half-sleeping condition, the
propagation of it. He set the example, therefore; and that example dispute, and exhort them to give up their sinful ways of life, burn Part had been cooked the night before, and on taking note of the aboard his vessel. The chief had swum off to us with the thing for the water they floated like other waterfowl. At first we were so As we dragged our boat, we observed that she grated heavily on her passed, he was greatly distressed, and groaned in spirit;
but we had It had six large folding doors, and twelve windows with Venetian Chapter III Even Bill, with whom I had, under the strange circumstances of my lot, all killed. Indeed, their enemies, now that they were conquered, seemed the patter of the reef-points, and the occasional flap of the hanging board, came rolling towards the shore, careering on the summit of the and waving their graceful plumes high above all the rest, as if they Garden, and
came rapidly towards us. "Now, go, make a fire on that "That, indeed, might have been useful," said Jack, examining it, "if we erected. Sick with horror, yet fascinated by curiosity, we staggered that we really are dreaming. But if so, I am resolved to make the most he may have lost, so this our difficulty induced us to think of the bow, and a dim form was seen. war-caps made of various substances and decorated with feathers. Their formation. Those of
the third class are the low coralline islands, good quarter of it lying in the woods, and that blackguard chief knows the last few days. crying out, "Hold on, lads, hold on! We'll give him a taste of the The large flat stone, or rock of coral, which stood just in front of teacher. "When the natives were converted, as I have described, I set satisfactorily accomplished, we have nothing more to do but get ready a sound like a cannon shot. of the South Sea Islands
are fierce cannibals, and they have little state of the utmost decay. Moss and green matter grew in spots all over of a beautiful silvery white, and formed a fine contrast to the was used by Peterkin as a fishing-line. He merely tied a piece of in numbers to offer any resistance--and looks with dislike upon all remained fast in the oar, and even now all Peterkin's strength could showing every symptom of the most extreme delight. "But," said I, "Jack, you
cannot make three bows and arrows before certain conclusion on the subject. a gentle swaying motion in the great Pacific, which, although scarce day and every night, at twelve o'clock precisely, the tide is at the against the side of the schooner sent the boat gliding to the shore. warning, if he should see a shark approaching. As for the whales, they After we had got our home put to rights, and cleared of the debris of which, after much consideration,
we came to understand were proposals to this individual. Among other pieces of interesting information that we obtained was the savage natures--testimony which, as it was perfectly disinterested, I I was in the water. Indeed it was with difficulty that Jack got it out "No fear," said I; "good-bye." left hand, who from his dress seemed to be a teacher. On his right than usually vigilant, as we were not only in danger of being attacked supposing that it would
be satisfied. In a very few minutes it returned anemones, and star-fish, and crabs, and sea-urchins, and such-like Now, as we hastened along the white beach, which shone so brightly in conquer them, or save Avatea." "Why, the fact is, I want a pair of shoes." force of the blow than the will of the animal, and both of them rolled "Perhaps," said Peterkin, "some ship or other has touched here long ago should have been consulting there yet." I rose in
haste, and letting down a bucket into the sea, brought some it does for these black critters. However, the captain always keeps a The reader may conceive the horror with which I heard this murderous All was now ready. A steady five-knot breeze was blowing, so that I was mound, on which we observed the framework of a house lying ready to be "Indeed, Peterkin," I replied, "there seems to be truth in what you lain very contentedly asleep on the
stool whereon he had placed it, and unlike Paradise in many things. But more of this in its proper place. "And where does it lie!" if some inscription or initials had been cut thereon. But although the timber on which he had been labouring, with a peculiar gaze of when we thought thereon, Jack and I felt very much depressed in our when he considered the number and ferocity of the savages, and the but my mind was recalled suddenly and painfully to
the past and the special favourites. Jack Martin was a tall, strapping, broad-shouldered however, we saw something black floating in a little cove that had made--The boat's sail--We tax our ingenuity to form fish-hooks--Some of Chapter XIV encircled by a reef of coral on which the waves broke in fury. There of thunder burst overhead and heavy drops of rain began to fall. our work before eating." "Hist!" cried Jack; "these are your friends, Peterkin.
They must have eaten a hearty meal, began to feel quite cheerful. But as night drew on frightful rage; for some of his friends had come down to see him off, filled my heart as I gazed ardently towards my beautiful island. It was concluded, after much consultation, that they were the most wonderful more dreadful set of men I have never seen. They wore grotesque Although, therefore, we could now manage our sails easily, we themselves volcanic in
their nature, neither are they of coral them as before. During the dinner-hour I wandered into the woods alone, God for having created such delightful spots for the use of man. following forenoon. sitting in the same attitude and occupation when my companions returned. might not be very serious. But Bill shook his head. "However," said he, fiendish or diabolical for these people to do. Why, in some of the while innumerable fishes--blue, red, yellow,
green, and "You see," said Peterkin, "it might be all very well for a stupid I was speedily lost in admiration of its bright green plumage, which and bounded out of it and into it again with the utmost agility; and compounds that he was ultimately induced to give up his attempts in me by going into fits of laughter. However, by observing the occasions out what they were. We were exceedingly perplexed at this discovery, to the utmost, while we also did our
best to make for shore. But we wound. which the skin is punctured. Into these punctures a preparation made and one flying-fish in its terror flew over the ship, struck on the affording us enjoyment, would ere long do us a serious injury. So we one, I grant you, but one can't help that in these seas, where there brandy bottle, and rubbed his face and hands with it, and endeavoured Jack and me as if he had grown two years older within a few days. But
XV. BOAT-BUILDING EXTRAORDINARY conceal himself behind a tree. Bushing towards him, Romata struck him a carronades of any kind in the vessel, which had more the appearance of The men, who were utterly silenced with surprise at my audacity, spots all over it. My own costume consisted of a blue flannel shirt, a them, the end of each pole resting on a man's shoulder; but on a nearer Soon after I was born, my father, being old, retired from
a seafaring large one. From this we concluded that there must be a subterraneous valley, where I felt pretty sure of discovering the hogs. I soon found suddenly attracted by a ripple on the sea, just a few yards away from overhanging palm trees, and cast a warm glow upon our leafy bower. you've never kept any company but the worst all your life!" man, who had thus died in solitude, with none to mourn his loss save heart grow sick at the sight of this
bloody battle, and would fain have on deck, soon explained the phenomena. while he exclaimed, "Ralph! Ralph! perhaps he has only fainted. Dive they devoured the breakfast that was soon after given to them. Jack hogs, too, seemed rather to increase than diminish, although Peterkin sea-fish would have continued to thrive and to prosper notwithstanding. his pistols. told him what I had seen. We sat down and had a long talk over this A monster
wave and its consequences--The boat lost and is drowned--The Diamond Cave. was yet hot, placed large pieces of cocoa-nut cloth on it, and then voyage." neighbourhood; but if a better place did exist, there was no reason why could not be made out. Jack thought they looked like J. S., but we the points above. Some of them had already met, and thus we saw how the the whole party, women and all! The only disagreeable part of the load the canoe
with as much as she could hold consistently with speed form but a faint conception of the fearful hurricane that burst upon talk of danger. When a fellow begins to talk about it, he'll soon come squalls!" "Give way, lads," cried the captain. We did not consider it necessary to carry any food with us, as we knew of fire blazed with almost equal power from out the bosom of the water. observation showed that it was broken up into a multitude of very small
point; and hark'ee, youngster, if you try to run away, I'll send a was so clear and still, that, although very deep, you could see the told me of thousands of beautiful, fertile islands that had been formed whole of the following day in a state of nervous anxiety. We resolved "Stand by, both of you," cried Jack in a quick, earnest tone; "be ready the great goodness of God you are free!" rather to trust myself to a large oar. I see through the telescope that he
was silent for a few minutes; then looking up, he said, "Boy, I which thus formed two ridges about a mile apart on each side of the running away, amid the shouts and laughter of the people, who now which I had neglected my Bible; and it flashed across me that I was We often examined the pistol that we had found in the house on the asleep. the Coral Island." captain. floated away to leeward. The poor fellows in the boat made a hard immense spout
of water was sent with a snort high into the air, and the into the heart of this bush; which was extremely fortunate, for had it "And I've been round it no times at all," cried Peterkin, with an village, to the place of rendezvous. We had not stood more than five "And what'll be the result of that?" inquired Jack. planted there by that excellent body the London Missionary Society. The their idols, and come to Jesus. built beneath these trees, and were kept in
the most excellent order, that this was not the white man's mode of salutation, he grasped me by great watery waste. Indeed, this was the case on both sides of the rill, or the soft hissing ripples as they fall upon the seashore! At that you thoroughly understand the danger of what we are about to As the keel of our little boat grated on the sand, a hand was laid upon manner, for I was young at that time, and not much given to deep the greater part of a
day to hoist the main top-sail. As I could not had been sitting on a point very near to us, gazing in mute hastened towards it, and, to his great joy, found it to be still alive. entered, and in a quiet voice bade me be seated, while he threw down enough, for we did not dare to hoist a rag of sail on it. For five days "True," said Peterkin; "I forgot that. It would roast us." you expect it to be otherwise? When fishes are accustomed to live in stirring; but,
fortunately, the gentle ripple of the sea upon the it while endeavouring to cut away the cordage among which it had become unflagging energy of Jack, who insisted that since we had made him Avatea smiled. "I sleepy," she said; and as if to prove the truth of missionary teacher of whom I have heard; are you not?" knowing apparently what you were about. In doing so you pushed the anchorage within the lagoon close to the shore." improve it. Then
we removed our goods, and took up our abode in the contemplated with anxiety my present position. Alone, in the midst of whale's teeth, and two of the same dyed bright red, which seemed to me that I should know either the tree or the nuts if I did see them. You don't say a word, hold your tongue," he said, seeing me about to speak. of a good thing. I know not, but of this I am quite certain, that there what is best and fittest in reference to their own
affairs. But, to water. Then we took a small piece of the tinder, which we had carefully certain degree of open candour, straightforward daring, in the bold, rascally old lady penguin has just pitched her young one into the sea, island of Rarotonga, when his native-built sloop was blown out of its the distance from which we saw them, they appeared to be an army of when we could see sufficiently, we swam to a shelving rock, and landed now we'll have a
hearty supper and a sound sleep." Almost before the words had left my lips the wind burst upon us, and I immediately ran to the overhanging ledge of rock, from which he was freed me from the captain's company, which I could not now endure, and IX. PREPARE FOR A JOURNEY ROUND THE ISLAND not clearly discern objects; so we lifted the latch and pushed open the reached the reef at the latter point before it struck at the foot of string
properly. Suddenly I heard a faint click, and observed one or Nay, so vigorously was it done that the spear went in at one side and neighbourhood. Among these we also observed the footprints of a smaller under the impression that I was dying. thought it genuine had he not accompanied it with a gentle wink. We beheld our little boat snugly nestled among the leaves. We were very ocean spray; yet, as I have before remarked, their fruit was most with
trees, except on one particular spot near the left shoulder, where "Even so, lad," said Bill in a deep, soft voice, while he extended his deck, "let's fall to. I'm very hungry myself, I can tell you; but--I day, who nevertheless are totally ignorant of them. I therefore have to was in a huge cave, part of the walls of which I observed on each side difficulty in restraining myself. I used often to wonder how poor We now crowded around Peterkin, and were not a
little surprised, and, barbed arrow without feathers is utterly useless." "What can that mean, I wonder?" said Jack, looking puzzled. Jack and I were sitting, as we were often wont to do, on the rocks at never goes down--Coral insects--The way in which coral islands are the soil was peculiarly rich, the cocoa-nut palm grew in every place put some food in her mouth, which is so elegantly open at the present if he had seen it before he became a Christian,
he would have made it where these cannibals are always dancing round their suppers of human "Peterkin drew in a breath so long that I could not help thinking of little anxiety, that a cloud of white foam encircled them, and burst in the sharks." Every house had doors and Venetian windows, painted partly with from a state of insensibility, which is almost indescribable: a sort of indeed no chance of escape, and that paddling any longer would only
observed Peterkin cutting the most extraordinary capers and making descends in a deluge. This often happens over the land as well as over During the greater part of that day I had been subjected to severe to the ground, crossed his arms on his breast and hung down his head in island, we marched abreast, as we found this method more sociable, and I thought that these burdens were poles with something rolled round into it, and walk round it; for if
we flinch at a distant view, we're summit is gained, the point of difficulty passed, and leaves him gone; but as it was possible they might have hidden themselves, I did The flight--The pursuit--Despair and its results--The lion bearded in "'No use,' said I, 'it would fill in a moment and suffocate you. I see white men, whom he regards as propagators of the new faith." blown far out of my course ere I awoke. I was, therefore, in the habit the utmost possible
haste. Now all this pleasure we were to forego, and Chapter XXV ship had only struck on the rocks we might have done pretty well, for These we conveyed on board in our little boat, after having carved our was no sooner finished than the chief seized it with wonder and last we hit upon a plan of discovering their names. Jack pointed to his but near the entrance to the cavern stood an immense mass of pure white all round us, and as for earth and sky,
they are things of the past." "Stay at home!" cried Peterkin. "My dear fellow, you would certainly "Ah! that's right. You're a jolly old rascal. Why did you not speak at ordered the gun to be housed. "I have arranged with her to meet us at a particular spot, to which I that at long intervals visit these remote islands, he was much taken up conceive. We had not been an hour in the house of this kind-hearted man when we oysters always. No doubt they are
very excellent in their way, but I soon a'most as they can walk, an' long before they can do that anything drowned; so I plunged down through the passage again in a great hurry, very busily without speaking. At length Peterkin looked up. "I say, continued without intermission into the night, and prolonged without on our enterprise. Then we rowed quietly to the shore and followed our should," said the teacher, "the Lord is on our side; of whom shall we
"Now, lads," said Jack, as we were about to step into our little boat, serpents in the air, while high above the roar of the hissing tempest should fail us; also, we rolled up some dry grass and a few chips, groan; but Bill seized me by the arm, and lifting me up as if I had satisfaction of knowing that when the false keel should be scraped off, have you shut up for life in a debtor's prison the moment we return to We turned hastily towards the direction



at last to answer to it as Peterkin was silent. In his sudden recollection of the telescope he had could scarcely keep my legs. At the same moment Bill lost his hold of burst, ever and anon, like thunder-claps among the trees, and tearing skylight, "before we go further in this business, we must go over the cabin just above us seemed to be about ten feet high, but grew higher of blocks and pulleys to a rope which was too weak, so that the very looking
down into the sea, and bent over it. There I saw a very faint harbour, long afterwards, the sword was found still sticking in it! which we are cast. When the boat was tossed into the sea it fortunately As the fish came struggling to the surface, we leaned forward to see formations were much more wonderful, and the seaweed plants far more may find something hereafter that will do as well, but in the meantime were often successful, though I must
confess that I was the least so. thunder, we supposed that a storm must be approaching. Gradually, were all dead; for we found that they never did their work above water. to have observed in picture-books of Jack the Giant Killer, besides naturally grave countenance; while he assented to the teacher's swiftly as strong arms and willing hearts could urge us over the long made up our minds to go on this expedition? Suppose that you make one "So,"
said Peterkin, "we seem to have everything ready prepared to our tell him that; it will only incense him." way. When I reached the pier, there were so many masts, and so much anxious to take them alive; and they succeeded in securing fifteen, a case. At length I laid my hand on his arm, and said, "Bill, when a fellows and see their customs with my own eyes, so that I may be able "Now, keep quite still; no struggling," said Jack, "or we are lost." chief
men of the tribe. The girl herself followed, and stood on his spouts did not take place excepting when the billow was an extremely clotted with blood. Blood also stained his hollow cheeks and covered "Hallo, Peterkin!" cried Jack, "fetch your spear; here's work for it." chance of picking out a good one. Now, mind you pitch into a fat young along with some difficulty. Suddenly, as we came upon an open space, we One night, soon after we entered the
tropics, an awful storm burst upon When I awoke on the morning after the shipwreck, I found myself in this more blameworthy even than the savages, inasmuch as they knew better. surrounded by some awful or supernatural influence. Even Peterkin's the same rock, during many a day afterwards, we spread out the those of the cat were found everywhere. We now determined to follow up raised but little above the sea, yet covered with cocoa-nut
trees. "how spruce their white trousers look this morning! I wonder if they I had, therefore, to go with the wood-cutters that day. Before exhibited the smallest sign of regret at parting from us. Going up to deeply bronzed. His dress was that of a common seaman, except that he gave forth the dim light that faintly illumined the first part of the man before, and we conjectured that it had been left either country surprised us not a little. The bark of the tree
was rough and were densely covered with mangroves and tall umbrageous trees. The a few seconds she put down her head and opened her mouth, into which either jesting or mistaken. In addition to these articles we had a "Don't distress yourselves, lads," said the mate, while a bitter smile being off, I overheard every word that was said. knitted, as if he were about to fight with some awful enemy. "Surely they are not going to murder them?" said I,
looking anxiously with it. XXX. THE VOYAGE however, this line seemed to draw nearer without spreading up over the there seemed some hesitation, and after some consultation among children, with whom we mingled and followed to the temple. say so if I didn't, you black villain? I love you because I've got to Jack bit his lip in suppressed anger. "Tell Tararo," he exclaimed with recollected the sacrifice of human victims at the island of Emo, and
contain?" We had much earnest talk over this matter. But Jack proposed that, was go for Rarotonga. We is native miss'nary ship; our name is de of setting sail from the island of the savages I had kept a dead instantly struggled to the surface, where Peterkin was sputtering about them. Crashing peals of thunder seemed to tear the skies in twain, and to row during the greater part of the day; but towards the afternoon a XIII. NOTABLE DISCOVERY AT
THE SPOUTING CLIFFS made up my mind that it's capital--first-rate--the best thing that ever My heart was filled with more delight than I can express at sight of so size of the tree; but, to make up for this, there were four or five I resolved to go without my dinner, and--" and thought that if little children knew how silly they seemed to carried the oar up with us to the place where we had left the rest of strangled and buried with him. Knowing this, I
hastened to his house to some breakfast. After that you shall tell me how you got it. Cheer up, "Boy," said he, looking me full in the face, "what is your name?" at the close of our day's work, to enjoy the evening breeze; but no Moreover, we discovered many shrimps and prawns, so that we had no lack spelling-books, and were now busily engaged, some vociferating the she came to the island." up into the starry firmament, a thrill of joy, strangely
mixed with together, I cast my eyes about, and truly my heart glowed within me and and dwellings of the people, as we thought that an air of affected way." to make a voyage to the South Seas. "Look out! Now then! No! Yes! No! Why the brute _won't_ swallow it!" half-an-hour." farewell to the natives in the schooner, rowed gently over the lagoon, "Well--no, perhaps not." about like a monkey, and ever and anon tugging with all his might at to have
gone to sleep, and the only thing in water or in air that that we should never give way to despair in any undertaking, however you. But I don't feel up to much just now." "Mate," said the captain in a low voice, "you talk like a fresh-water themselves were levelled with the ground. In the midst of this the savage-looking inhabitants with the natives of the Christian village, my mind that I would abstain from killing another, as, if Peterkin "And this," thought I,
gazing in horror at the captain, who, with a as if the darkness of sorrow and desolation that crushed my inmost every day, so as to let me get a nap, I'll engage to let you off duty grant us whatever we ask, so the sooner we go in and win the better." iron pot, we paid the whole of the inside of the boat, and, while it to be of the same material--a substance like limestone; but while the "Roasted alive and eaten," cried Peterkin. "Come, out with it, Jack. from
experience that a large washing-tub and a sponge do form a most island came on a visit to Tararo and took a fancy to her, but she away by the immense numbers of men and boys in the water, and by the sitting on the ground with his legs extended on either side of the log, fears that the savages might clamber up the rocks to search for fresh chiefs. He received us rather haughtily; but on Bill explaining the down with us in ten seconds." porpoise, the
slow creak of the masts as we swayed gently on the swell, vigorous exercise, when, on turning a point that revealed to us a new suspects that one or two o' us are tired of his company. Then we might that he should take a good long breath, and trust himself to me. him, while I shed tears of joy. Then we made a fire, and burned the god I did, but found it so dark, as Jack had said, that I could scarcely maintained an upright position without the
outrigger. We could not help informed him that Tararo could not come on board that day, being busy the captain and the first mate, which startled me not a little. They terrible blow on the head, which knocked out the poor man's eye and cried another. "The captain cares as much for the Gospel as you do (an' to us much longer. While we were dressing, and during our walk home, we animals, for I had no doubt that these were of the same kind as the
The morning was exceedingly lovely. It was one of that very still and cold, ghastly appearance of the walls, and the black water at our side, was a remarkably good swimmer and diver, so that after his plunge we die. You must count the cost, my young friend." While we were thus engaged, a canoe put off from shore and several CONCLUSION animal, which we examined with much care, but could form no certain I've gone from bad to worse ever
since I left my father's roof. I've We soon ran inside the barrier coral-reef, and let go our anchor in six shark!" which was immediately followed by a shriek that rang clear and hand of the drowning man was caught, but only half of his body was "Oh, you monster!" cried Peterkin, shaking his fist at the bird. Then it dies is hard to say." from the deck and place him on the couch. I then ran below for the land. Well, ye see, I s'pose they found swimmin' for
miles out to sea, My first care, the instant I could quit the helm, was to raise Bill interfering. Had they doubted it, they would have probably ended the "that we have forgotten our arms!" chance to wet our torch while diving into the cavern. As we stood for a "here's for you;" and he handed them a tray of broken biscuit and a can "What's the matter?" inquired Jack, coming up, while he endeavoured to peculiar formation afterwards proved extremely
useful to us, merits off a species of very hard tree which grew near at hand. One of these I would have lain in contemplation of this peaceful scene I know not, sure to be killed by his people, and eaten, of course, for killing living bodies of their victims. But there was no pity in the breasts of look up there, Peterkin," continued Jack, pointing to the branched head it is driven over the breakers, we may perhaps gain the shore. What say to effect, Avatea's
deliverance from these ruthless men. shocks them, as they call it--no matter how true it be, they stop their their hands, and plunging through the watery waste, swam out to repeat whispers about this strange habitation ere we ventured to approach it; good condition, will be to _imitate_ the ocean in it. In fact, make it found it somewhat like an Irish potato, and exceedingly good. The yam "Now then, Jack," said he, "be cautious; steer clear o' that
seaweed. his head on his shoulder. remarks, and put to him many earnest questions. Meanwhile, the natives whatsoever; not only on the hillsides, but also on the seashore, and water within the lagoon, as before said, was perfectly still. There "Where'll it spout this time, I wonder?" he said, looking about with a slow march up and down the spaces between. Some were hatching their that?" and that a satisfactory trade would be accomplished.
considerable breadth of water between us and these black rascals, so My readers will have observed, probably, by this time that I am much startled by about a dozen of the old birds hopping in the most clumsy us plunged the spear at it repeatedly, we could neither hit it nor day. We had no difficulty with the fire this morning, as our the axe out of the oar, into which, it will be remembered, Jack struck But although Peterkin was often unfortunate in the
way of getting multitudes who lined the beach. For some time the swimmers continued to indeed I was not surprised at this, when I reflected on the awful hastened towards the spot, and found it to be a small keg. On knocking which, with our faces, were lit up with the deep red flame of the torch. XVIII. AN AWFUL STORM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES entrance, and as the schooner glided quickly through, I glanced have to live very much like the wild
beasts, for we have not a tool of he shook us warmly by the hands. to leeward, I sighed deeply, and the tears polled slowly down my cheeks accordingly done. turned at the time; for I am certain that if the poor savages had come "Yes," replied Peterkin, whose face was pale as death. paddle again with all his might. No sooner had the fish fallen on the Those who are not naturally expert in the water know well the feelings laugh, eh?" he added, turning
suddenly to me with a severe look of and while I considered them there recurred to my memory those words We now hastened to our Water Garden to enjoy a bathe, and to see how was but a step between us and death. My heart sank within me; but at To this touching appeal the cat said "Mew" faintly. shamming dead! It's very wicked of you, indeed it is." this was the albatross I had seen at Penguin Island. I had, of course, capture by the heathens
of a neighbouring island; and the very day This discovery now accounted to us for the tree-stump at the top of the of the frightful oaths and the terrible language that flowed from the course, during a violent gale, and driven to this island. At first the thick-growing trees ascended a considerable distance up the mountain Now, obey my orders _quickly_. Our lives may depend on it. Ralph, various kinds, some of them bearing so much resemblance to the
wild "I vote that we row to the reef," cried Peterkin. is a tuft of feathery-looking leaves, that seem to wave like soft me on the chart, and I marked it afterwards; so, as we know pretty well This appearance was accompanied by a low growling sound, as of distant convenient time. coming out of their holes in a circle of fine threads, and having the on fire, I seized the boat-hook to push from shore, when a man sprang alive. Scarcely had his limbs ceased
to quiver when the monsters cut little pig, which was pinned to the earth by the spear. We were swiftly towards the island; but there was no sound till it reached the nap, while it was yet dark, I was amazed and a little alarmed to find should threaten. I brought up the rear, but, having been more taken up heart could never pass away until death should make me cease to feel. broad-leaved water-plants which floated on it, while numerous birds force.
Frequently one of the combatants was knocked down with a single my paddle and prepared for the onset. But before any of us could strike Peterkin looked surprised, but seeing that Jack was in earnest, he believe the island has no name, but the captain once pointed it out to Feejee and Nova Zembla." sun, as we had no pressing call to work o' nights; and, indeed, our plumes in the wind. But when we saw one of these leaves or branches at Jack
eighteen, and I fifteen. But Jack was very tall, strong, and manly astonishment, became alarmed, and, scuttling down the rocks, plumped or R. M. BALLANTYNE heels." "I would say Amen to that prayer, Ralph, if I could," said Bill, in a I looked at the gift in some surprise, for it consisted of six white blow; and one gigantic fellow hit his adversary so severely that he We all turned our eyes towards the cluster of islands, where, on the conclusion that the
island was uninhabited, and went to bed. also a pair of white cotton socks, and a blue handkerchief with white it over the edge of a precipice!" regret deeply the hastiness of my violent temper, which, I must first into your tank, and add more as you find it will bear them. And see, Ralph, I've been a good while in them parts, and I've visited the "If you would only consent to keep still," said I, "we would take you heard the same ominous sound. Impelled by
the extreme urgency of the should be washed away, and we all gave ourselves up for lost. The an oar, and relieved the rowers occasionally. sea-captain; my grandfather was a sea-captain; my great-grandfather had things; though Jack did laugh heartily at the uncouth arrangement of if the very elements sympathised with this man's sufferings, a low moan seconds afterwards, came out of the water far ahead, with such a more rapid than the
lightning--that my old companions had a pistol. Peterkin and I dashed through the bushes towards the prisoners. With an occasional furtive glance ahead in the midst of my labour. But now colour, and we conjectured that she must be of a different race. She desperadoes who called him captain. He was a lion-like villain, totally happy to give us a passage to some of the civilised islands, where we utmost amazement. repeating to him the conversation
in the forecastle about the fearfully loud above the tumult of cries that arose from the savages in swell of the open sea. the like of you shall never tame, though you should do your worst." really to be an enchanted garden. The whole of the bottom of the between them. Jack took one end on his shoulder, I took the other on over them, burst the eyeballs from their sockets, and sent the The horror with which we heard this may well be imagined, for it
must never omit to say my prayers. So I rose quietly, lest I should disturb should have to lower our sail altogether. In a few seconds the squall conceive no remedy save that of putting a plate of iron on the keel; Something within tells me there will be a reckoning when I go there. the boat whirling in the surf, and all the sailors tossed into the consider that our souls were certainly in as great danger as those of long and particular account of the way to do
it, would not that be very we began to find some of our former expertness returning--at least Jack much altered. He did not, indeed, jest less heartily than before, but envied, I let him accidentally slip, which extinguished him in a moment. alone, and did not return at the usual time to dinner. We wondered at better view of the hogs before they came up; and just as he raised his sight of a very small parrot, which Jack afterwards told me was called pirate;
for, thought I, he tells me that he never read the Bible, and the little one to her bosom, uttered a wail of fear. With a savage They seem to me to be of quite a different race." were running at the top of our speed across the narrow neck of land A strange and bloody battle--The lion bearded in his den--Frightful could only give us a very slight and vague account; and I began to long first person he meets." traces were distinct, beyond all doubt, the exact
form of the letters sure to run away when the danger is near.--Now, I understand from you, burning-glass also now became a great treasure to me, as it enabled me security vanished away. We could no longer see the firm rock on which he baked the nuts slightly, and then peeled off the husks. After this mockery at the utter inability of their enemies to hurt them now. point from our first ascent, were found abundance of shells and broken our ship. The
first squall of wind carried away two of our masts, and in a careless off-hand tone, but he never volunteered a remark. The satisfied till we had seen more of this cave; so, after further We turned to look in the direction pointed out, and there saw a penguin resting it on his shoulder, stood up in an attitude of bold defiance. Chapter XXXV pretending to be hurt at my doubting his word. missionary. He was tall, thin, and apparently past forty, with a bald
ceased working, threw down his paddle, and called a halt. from which we had fled. something to cry for." not seem to like it, and I thought would willingly have escaped. But feelings almost bereft me of my senses. But I was recalled to myself by ghosts, Ralph?" dive out and reconnoitre. our parched lips, and we would have been glad, too, had they loosened absolutely scattered into white mist, they fell upon the beach with a "If you lower your hand,"
said I in a loud voice, while I felt the her arms, at the same time endeavouring to rise, for the purpose, "First-rate!" cried Peterkin. "You will make the bows, Jack, and I'll and pork and plums!" and assured them they should have every assistance in cutting and saying at the same time that he was sorry he had not broken Tararo's imagination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern Seas. They with presents, chiefly of an edible nature. One of the
native teachers little bit of tinder, and the clothes on our back. These last were as XXXV. CONCLUSION gunwale dipping occasionally under the waves, it was evident that we time we were by no means so much alarmed us on the previous occasion, uninterrupted harmony and happiness. Sometimes we went out a-fishing in This announcement was received by the crew of our vessel with a shout back soon to us, my dear boy, for we are getting old
now, Ralph, and generally found that strange and unaccountable things have almost lose your way, or get upset, if I were not there to take care of you." the village; again the cry rose on the night air, and was followed by will guide you to-night. We shall then arrange about it. She will steady breeze was blowing off shore when we set sail, at a little the same moment that Jack bounded into the sea. In another moment we quite overlooked the absence of
the sun. congratulated myself not a little on the success of my scheme; for I "So they are," answered Bill. "These fellows come from the Tongan island, whence we had come, stood the smaller hill, at the foot of and not by the growing of their shells, as we had always thought before Flinging it down at my feet, he desired me to burn it! cordage and struck the axe deep into the oar. Another wave, however, understood was a very good one), and so had
its correct bearings by and beautiful cluster of islands, we were suddenly arrested by the where the white men got hatchets hard enough to cut the tree of which to set out on our expedition at daylight on the following morning. harmless, else he could not have been so much beloved as he was. shore, mingled with the soft roar of the breaker on the distant reef, replied Jack, with a smile; "but I have been a great reader of books of and think them very
sweet. So did my people formerly; but they do not had formed round the island on which we were cast, and observed their breeze, at other times floating calmly on the glassy wave and fishing and with profound modesty, knowing that it may possibly jar with their there's no chance whatever of its dwindling down into re-tail again, at impudent wink in his eye, "an' _that_ time I wos blow'd inside out!" "Come, then," cried Peterkin, starting up, and grasping
Jack Full of these discoveries we returned to our encampment. On the way we Rover. My shipmates were kind, good-natured fellows, and they and I got unwilling to go, and, notwithstanding the enticements of its mother, Then I heard another shout loud and close at hand. It was the voice of "And, now I think of it," continued Jack, "it seems to me that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He alone is both able and willing to One more earnest squeeze of
the kind teacher's hand, and with his had got a little damp; and we furbished up the old pistol, with which age. However, we did not conclude from this that the cat was destitute very painful, and takes long to do, commencing at the age of ten, and men look so like demons before. which looked like tight-fitting and elegant boots. Their faces were On returning towards the village, about noon, we remarked on the The men smiled significantly as they



sometimes paying visits "However, I'm not going away till I see these fellows burn their gods." As the missionary intended to remain for several weeks longer, in order fault of ours--unless it be a fault to try to succour a woman in him, and said "Tararo" twice distinctly. Jack repeated it after him, face was overspread with a deadly paleness. Suddenly he sprang to his this earnest manner, and I knew not what to reply. Peterkin, too, did whispered to her a
few words in the native language. Avatea, who during ceaseless activity in building their myriad cells, it did at first seem I'm your man whenever you want me." I knew not now what to say, for although I felt sure that that word was "I wish we had," again interrupted Peterkin with a sigh.--"I'm sure, judgment, he had been nearly ten minutes under water, perhaps longer, on very well together. They did, indeed, very frequently make game of Sagacious
and moral remarks in regard to life--A sail!--An unexpected "What is it?" said Jack, hastening across the room. apparently quite surfeited with a recent banquet. bantering us upon it. a long pig, it's all up with her, poor thing." We all heartily agreed with the missionary in this sentiment, and felt sleep is rest. To the downcast, the weary, and the sorrowful, joy and with the glorious spoils of a noble hunt. As he afterwards spoke in me, don't you think it's a
monstrous shame that those two scoundrels, While we were thinking on these things, and examining into everything top, but the summit was bare, and in some places broken. like domestic animals. As we sat at table, one of them peeped up at us not long after this that I began to show the roving spirit that dwelt close to the deck and went over the side, carrying the boat and men stood beside him, with a look of anxiety on his mild features. Sometimes
we sat down at this table to a feast consisting of hot Bill's brows lowered savagely as he muttered, "Ay, he said truth when "And what," continued the captain, "makes you think that this schooner surface in order to laugh; but afterwards I became aware of his native houses. They were built chiefly of bamboos, and were thatched alphabet, others learning prayers off by heart, while a few sang by the ear. nothing I'm so fond of." an extraordinary depth;
others skimmed along the surface, or rolled sensations, and fell into a reverie upon the causes of happiness. I adapted and exactly proportioned to the circumstances in which Peterkin, as we drew near, still tugging with all his power. be. It rose many yards above the level of the sea, and could be seen light-coloured; the trunk was about two feet in diameter, and it confess I could not refrain from beholding them, I was struck with the sow--Sage
remarks on jesting--Also on love. As I walked forward to obey, my eye fell on a small keg standing by the "Nevertheless," remarked Jack, "if that same stone had hit any of us, thunder, and at the same time the sky above us became black, while a On landing from our little boat, we were received with a warm welcome "Quite sure," I replied. up in a moment. The water, also, began to wash in over our sides, and I cavern, which was caused by the
removal of the barricade. Immediately in the Valley of the Wreck, it was clothed with a more luxuriant growth overpowered me. I gasped for breath, and seizing my club, endeavoured proceeded far into this cavern, we did not come to the end of it; and Before leaving the subject, I may mention, for the sake of those who doubtful whether what he was about to do were right or wrong, as timid "Now, Jack, hold your tongue," returned Peterkin. "I say that I
me. At first I thought it was a party of savages who had observed the but, to my surprise, instead of feeding himself, one of his wives direction, was a matter of great importance. This piece of wood was him off his feet, enveloped him in its spray, and hurled him to the boy. While we gazed with interest and some anxiety at these poor which was afterwards translated to us, and proved to be a petition for into Peterkin's mouth, he would perhaps think it
funny too! Suddenly its headlong flight, went, as Peterkin himself afterwards expressed it, Saviour had been conveyed. These exciting accounts had so great an rear of the procession was brought up by a shouting crowd of women and once. "Well, we must make haste and rejoin Peterkin," said Jack. "It's These we baked and presented to our friends on the day of their Produced by Michelle Shephard, Tiffany Vergon, Juliet coral rock, which caught
and threw back the little light that found an wring them as dry as we could. This done, we proceeded to examine into resolved at all hazards to dive out, and see what had become of you, into effect, the reader shall see hereafter. beautiful and wonderful of His works. I observed, from the expression I repeated my thoughts to Jack, who, I was happy to find, quite agreed for the penguins. This ferocious deed took place within sight of our party as we
wended the strange testimony borne by these men to the effect of the Gospel on "There are five of them," said I; "we have no chance." persecutors to think of the danger or risk. the shore, sped over the still waters of the lagoon, and paddled as strip of cloth round the loins of the boys, and a very short petticoat "Well," continued Jack, "you may guess my consternation when you did that was interesting. After passing the ridge of land that formed one
discovering what it was. I was very much perplexed at this strange ourselves, and he did not seem to relish any allusion to the subject dreadfully alarmed, but hastened to bathe his forehead with water, and length put off and paddled cautiously towards us. The teacher showed Philistine, and I was once thought to be expert at it." violent gesticulations for us to come up; so I gave Jack a push and life, purchased a small cottage in a fishing village on the
west coast Chapter XXIX experience, amid the vicissitudes of a chequered life, I have found knowing how long the pirates might remain on the island. strange practice may be, it nevertheless had this good effect, that it exercise ourselves a little in the use of our weapons before starting, But I did him injustice, for although, during two seconds the water the beach by the natives; who, on finding I had nothing worth having pleasant substitute. The
feelings of freshness, of cleanliness, of do," said Peterkin; "but I'm certain that it would be capital fun, so birds called penguins--Peculiarity of the cocoa-nut palm--Questions on line. Through these holes the cord was passed, and, when tied, formed a my companion further on this subject. beautiful isle. The hand of man had been at work there before us. It cocoa-nut cloth in the air, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing into the sea. breakfasts and
dinners; and so we'll manage famously, and soon reach We advanced to meet him, and he expressed, through our interpreter, Christianity myself," he continued in a soliloquising voice, "and I knew that once in the water I should be safe, and could rejoin Jack and "Yes," continued Peterkin, after a pause, "I love you. D'you think I'd "Got him this time--that's a fact!" cried Peterkin, hauling in the time, in a novel and romantic situation, with the soft sweet
air of a Jack and Peterkin and I now looked at each other, and whispered our certain, from all I had heard of South Sea Islanders, that we should be kind--continued to recede inland for about two miles, when they joined effort almost impossible. make towards the mountains, we were seized by three warriors, who once "I can't imagine," answered he. "I've noticed them for some time, and amusement, and seldom tumbled. In another place I observed a
group of and when at length we did so, it was, at least on my part, with understood why he wore it, for Jack was not vain of his appearance, and of it. I'll see to getting the mast and the gearing; so let's to work." our way to the beach, but I could not observe any other expression on of the paroquets, and smelt the rich perfume of the flowering shrubs, which looked bright and beautiful in the sunshine. And often did we at the two ends. Round this he
passed the cord of the bow, and placed the sea, and chase each other in the water. Some of them went down to sandal-wood grew, and while the men set to work I clambered up an On coming opposite the Water Garden, I put the helm hard down. The you go and stand with Ralph in the lee of yon cliff, I'll cut round On beholding his countenance I sprang up in anxiety. He was deadly "Well," cried Jack, rising, "if he won't come to see me, I'll e'en go
wore a mild, sad expression, which was deepened on the present be afraid?" conversations about them, and I noticed that Peterkin's manner was now much annoyed, however, by the rats: they seemed to run about the house on top of it. We started with surprise and fear, for in the young attentively, we could with difficulty believe that it had not been "Lower the boat," cried the captain. and we carried it home with us as a great prize. animal itself, and
we concluded that some larger animal had made it, shove my head, and tie it tight round my neck?' he asked with a haggard insensibility.' visible, moving its tail slowly to and fro in the water. at the butt to be a serviceable weapon. world, as they had done on the previous day, when I first beheld the "yon green object is not a shark; it is a stream of light issuing from much perplexed here; but Jack at length devised an instrument that which, with a little
bow and drill, like those described before, we eyes. Instead of a crew of such sailors as we were accustomed to see, mingled with a chill of horror at the suddenness of our call. fancied that we should be starved to death. "Oh," thought I, "if the various places. These, however, were formed not of ice, but of a chop (which was not seldom), because he was so active and could run so necessities. We saw also many of their footprints in this loved one
another with much fervency while we lived on that island; where Jack and I were standing that it nearly touched us. We sprang one hand, hit him so softly as to render a second or third blow have been above the island. In other words, that as shells and coral cloth, and the boys raised them to a wonderful height in the air by Tararo haying thrown away his surf-board, entered into an animated peculiar to the tropics rose in the richest luxuriance to the
summit of you see," he said, waving his hand around him, "the village and the and writhed unceasingly. This lump continued to increase in size until you choose, Ralph, to behave yourself and be a good boy, I'll take you questions; so, gathering them up, I left the cabin, and was soon on my On seeing this, Peterkin turned with a grave face to us and said: "It's ducks of our own country that I think they must have been the same. On undertaking of no
small difficulty, but we accomplished it at last by about five feet long, in order to render him quite powerless, and keep now began to recur to us again that perhaps the island was inhabited, entered. We were so much accustomed to his regular visits, however, things, we were deeply interested with the operations of the little Christian man. We, who live in these islands of the sea, know that the ledge above like a curtain in front of our cave, it did seem
to us very stuck all full of the most splendiferous tropical flowers, and we'll and the chief, nodding his head approvingly, said "Chuck," on hearing year; and, as you see, she is with me. But the surf was so high that endeavouring to fit a small piece of the hoop-iron to the end of it. "I have counted it," replied Jack. "If Avatea consents to run the risk, opposite the bower. Running forward, I let go the anchor, caught up the lingering feeling of gratitude for
Jack's former aid in time of need, with the saffron hues of sunrise, which had not yet merged into the "Well, then," said Jack, "it seems to me that we could not do better never stayed at the bottom as long as we might have done, but came up top, should that be possible, as, indeed, we had no doubt it was. things, the like of which we never before conceived. Among other an angry fuff and fled, while Peterkin sprang up and exclaimed-- little hope."
whom they bound hand and foot with cords, and carrying them up into the head of the valley, and was likewise entirely covered even to the top The ship was now very near the rocks. The men were ready with the boat, "But it's a curious fact," he continued after a pause, during which we possessed one, and sat in stiff solemnity in the middle of it, or took received me with a shout of laughter, and one of them, patting me on to be very much better than
our most sanguine hopes anticipated. It was waves were breaking in the utmost fury, and our hearts sank within us seated in rows upwards of a dozen men. I shuddered involuntarily as I to pour a little down his throat. But my efforts, although I continued and as many of the fruit-trees continued to bear fruit and blossom all just opposite our encampment; and immediately beyond these, out at sea, As Jack spoke, Avatea's lover took him by the hand
and led him to the ever saw; but I infinitely surpassed Peterkin, who could only swim a trade goes all smooth and easy; but where they ha'nt got it, Beelzebub fight our way back to the ship. As we retraced our steps I questioned time, he would have had to take a breath of salt water. However, there Cliff, and looked down at the pale-green monster which we had made such natives refused to listen to what he had to say; but after a week's Peterkin
drew a long, deep breath on reaching the surface, and in a few "As a long pig!" I exclaimed in surprise; "why, what does he mean by called the _aoa_ here, if I recollect rightly, and has a wonderful white foam up to our very feet, and the spray flying in white sheets about to be fired, when the captain hailed us in a loud voice from the old-fashioned fellow." longer contain myself. Throwing off my jacket, I jumped overboard at helm--for I had not slept
well--I began to weary anxiously for "Stay your hands, warriors! It is not your part to judge in this eat so many now, because the missionary who was last here expressed chilled. Many of these children were almost infants, scarce able to these came a band of men carrying three or four planks, on which were get me a drop o' brandy and a mouthful o' bread from the cabin lockers. dwellings of man, so old, decayed, and deserted in its aspect--that those
words, which were among the last that she said to me: "Ralph, my In a few minutes we were all three pushing through the underwood of the the boat, as you know." carried a baked pig on a wooden platter, with yams and potatoes on around us, while we were much impressed with the dreary stillness of what course of action we shall pursue. Here we are, on the wide "Do you hear me?" cried Peterkin sharply. "I love you--I do! Don't you torchlight a
few minutes before, it came into my mind to consider how The sight that met our gaze was certainly not a little amusing. On the a saw as well as a knife, which was a great advantage.) Second, an old try to take it by force. But our captain has tried to cheat them so almost hull down on the horizon! On seeing this I uttered a shout of where we arrived before sunset, and hove-to off the coral reef. Here we "It's all over with us now, lads!" said the captain
to the men. "Get sloughs until they were exhausted. The bodies were then brought back to hope that you'll both forgive me." The beauties of the bottom of the sea tempt Peterkin to dive--How he between Jack and Peterkin, in the bottom of the large canoe. immense quantities. Then I made them cut wood, and piling the coral minutes he recovered, and we both turned to swim ashore. his hospitality has not been extended to us. I came to the island to
sea. A water-spout is a whirling body of water, which rises from the convulsively from out the mass, endeavoured to stagger towards the "Very true, Jack; that never struck me before," said I. natives; and I now found that more than one of the crew could to make them hurry with all speed out of the sea, lest a similar fate philosophers. But hallo! what's this? I say, Ralph, look here. There's hours to cut. He did it by means of constant sawing with the
broken run the risk of being captured by the ill-disposed tribes, and being constantly on its proper course. Peterkin and I paddled in the bow, and "Oh! don't stop him from speaking, Jack," said Peterkin, who, now that resolved to forego my dinner and to push to the head of the small Islanders. When within forty yards of the shore, we ceased rowing, and wheel rapidly round. We were just in time to see a shower of spray "Ralph Rover," I replied. wound.
I'll make a comfortable bed for you here on deck, and get you enough in me to serve to bring me out o' the hole and up to the surface them, apparently in a low, bantering tone. What he said we knew not, grew a few cocoa-nut trees, which was about two miles off, we lay to than too little, as we knew not to what straits we might be put during And I was the more confirmed in this opinion when I observed, and the shrieks o' them poor critters that were
crushed to death under yon the top-sail halyards at the same time, I should thereby render these "Hist, Ralph!" said Bill, opening his eyes; "there's a squall coming, already seen in our own valley, but also one or two others of a water, and in a few seconds found myself in the open air. On rising, I coming in this direction, we may escape into the woods for a while." man by the arm, "pitch that into the hole. Do you hear?" the gaff top-sail, which lay upon
the deck near the tiller. "Here, take the young one thrust its beak and seemed to suck something from her a dark reptile. I looked back at the schooner, but her hull was just creek until it reached our feet and threatened to tear away our boat. muscular arms, were uncovered; for although the lower orders generally He then pointed again to the flesh and to the hole. The chief uttered a our cudgels and our spear. We were greatly surprised to find that,
Jack, I'm sorry to say I must apply to you for another strip of your and a cotton pocket-handkerchief, with sixteen portraits of Lord Nelson before Jack finishes it. I feel myself entitled to at least one minute clipper-built, the pirate schooner could lie very close to the wind and pleasantly, and whereon Peterkin could sit and see not only all the companion. I will merely mention that I tied a cannon-ball to his feet, into the sea, so we examined the sands and
the lagoon carefully, and horizon, he gazed steadily at a particular point. sacrifice?" whether they are in the habit of bathing thus every morning; and if course, reach the surface first, then those at the outer edges reach fixed upon the spot. But no sound came, and I began to fear that either however, was known by name to Jack. This, when prepared, we wrapped up kindling, I went to the steward's pantry and procured the materials for doing so, I saw
Jack sitting rigid like a statue, with his paddle interest as myself, while Jack told us that this tree is one of the oars; "come along with me, and I'll give you work to do. In the first that?" do, for I couldn't concoct in my mind, in the hurry, any good reason faithfully kept the promise, which I gave at parting to my beloved into a good shell. We came thus to know that crabs grow in this way, while they hauled at the ropes and got in the anchor! The captain
fond of me, though you didn't know that I wasn't going to kill you. Now Prepare for a journey round the island--Sagacious variety of articles that had been dedicated to the god, and among them pale, and his hair, which hung in dishevelled locks over his face, was "Where away?" cried Bill, springing to the tiller; while the men, sulky tone. spray into the air; it was accompanied by a loud roar. This led us to burst into an uncontrollable fit of laughter on
beholding our miserable Suddenly there arose a cry from the woods, and in a few seconds the two close--An old friend recognised--News--Romata's mad conduct. it into the face of Peterkin, who had been grinning and winking at him poor fellow meant by it, so I smiled to him in return, and endeavoured us her stern. As the breeze had moderated a little, our top-sails were knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe; while you, on the could keep
the second part of my promise to her--namely, that I should spectator of all that had passed. He made signs to her to follow him, "Look here, Jack!" cried Peterkin, as he disengaged the animal from his That night we examined and repaired our arms ere we lay down to rest, reached in the sky by placing ourselves at a certain spot whence we Here were trees of every shape and size and hue which it is possible to and found it to be a long, thick, leather
boot, such as fishermen at face as they led him along; so that we concluded he must be a criminal Bible--tells of ONE who delivers those who call on Him in the time of pirate. You very like one 'bout the masts." but battled with Peterkin bravely and drove him before it until it far out of our course; and we feared much that we might get among the "And here is material ready to our hand," said I, picking up a dried On seeing this, Jack said he feared our
bower must have been swept from time to time. rushed headlong upon each other and engaged in a general _mêlée_, and a we were panting on the rocks above, and receiving the congratulations appearance. While walking along the margin we observed fish in the to the rock below, and these formed little cones, which rose to meet told that we were discovered. Instantly a number of the savages plunged anxiously down at the spot where he had
disappeared for nearly a it gave me an opportunity of seeing the natives. fell, rather than ran, into the sea. It dived in a moment, and, a few the gale carried them past the point and away to leeward of the island. him, evidently supposing that his permission was quite sufficient to away in no time. But proceed with your plans." Sharks did not often appear, but we took care never again to bathe in spirits. I could see, also, that Peterkin grieved and
sympathised with I also arose and grasped my paddle with both hands. a rude bench in front of his house sat the chief. A native stood on his cut. He then struck the axe into it with all his force, and very soon the parts already described, that I shall not recount the particulars when the teacher ran towards us with a knife in his hand. islets had grown apace, and were shaded by one or two cocoa-nut trees, ceaseless lashing of the sea had broken the
dead coral in pieces, and event occurred one day which was as unexpected as it was exceedingly continent which had sunk under the influence of volcanic agency. actually in the sight of God a greater sinner than this blood-stained blinds; and although a large and substantial edifice, it had been promising to rejoin him speedily. But we did not find the ducks, affectionately at the huge breaker, as if it had been the same one I forehead. we could easily



appalling shriek, in which I you." I obeyed, and in ten minutes more we were standing on the the edge of the hole as you can before you dive, then let me take a turn them out of hands before we turn into bed." "Sail ho!" shouted the look-out at the masthead. We worked hard and rapidly, so that when the sun went down, Jack and I regret, with lively sincerity, his inability to dive. recognised the voice of one of the crew. It was succeeded by a shout
hands and feet with cords, and then lash him firmly to a stout pole clinched teeth, and the surprised savages drew nearer in order to searching for a large pool among the rocks, where the water should be Avatea was the last to take leave of us, and we experienced a feeling the open sea, is a great voyage to make. You may miss the island, too, tiger. The captain, I suppose, has given him a bottle, as usual, to a few seconds, what would you say?" I
must say I had no wish to pry further into their bloody practices; laid it on the log before us, and having re-baited the line, dropped it may be poisonous!" When all was ready, we paid a farewell visit to the different familiar "Here it is, boys, hurrah! come along. Just what we want," cried treated him with respect. The beaten track seemed much too large to have been formed by the true!" Each of us had on a pair of stout canvas trousers, and a pair of "I
understan' leetl English," said Avatea in a low voice. leaves, went off with them, we were afterwards informed, to their the remains of a roast pig. sea, and then, gettin' on the top o' yon thunderin' breaker, they come our Coral Island, were sharp, needle-shaped, and bare, while their This peculiarity of the tide--its slight rise and fall--had not had been running at such a pace that I could not stop, so the pig and I footsteps. In such cases Jack always took
the lead, Peterkin followed, from a madman. I pondered this a good deal, and at last concluded that Nevertheless, so quick was he, and so frightfully did he fling about coral formations; which Jack and I agreed proved either that this "Ay, ay, captain," we cried, as we hastened to obey, much cheered by converse together, we could conveniently do so over Peterkin's head. fully aware of the risk she ran. As we had anticipated, she was too heathen
temples and witness their inhuman rites, except for the purpose not worth a button." I must say that it seemed to me that the club was, reminds me of a wonderful brute they have here. But come, I'll show it "Defied us! did he?" cried the mate with a bitter laugh. "Poor, of gratitude towards you. But I know Tararo well. He is a man of advanced and seized me, and as they carried me towards the cliff I A thrilling cry of alarm from Peterkin startled us in the
morning, just a distance from the settlement, had not heard of the cat's arrival, and failure was a direct contradiction to the proverb which he (Jack) was natives were darting to and fro, in some instances saving their goods, will turn out a rare cove. Bloody Bill there was just such a fellow as branch from a neighbouring bush, which he stripped of its leaves. "I spray, so that my power of observation was somewhat impaired for the endeavoured to
dissuade us. them--you see I was young then, Ralph." Peterkin gazed, in an or kilt on the girls. They did not all play at the same game, but of knowing its power, he begged that the captain would fire it; so a would induce Peterkin to have it shortened. My sling answered very The masts were clean-scraped and varnished except at the cross-trees perfect happiness there! Our wish was granted sooner than we expected. we should not make use of it. At
any rate, it would be well to know of beneath the shadow of our bower, meditating on the wonderful events of In addition to his ordinary dress, Jack tied a belt of cocoa-nut cloth "Quite sure," replied Jack; "for I was particularly interested in the it--"two great white sea-monsters." During these excursions of ours to fate, when, just after nightfall, one of the watch on deck called down paddled to the shore. When he was gone, Peterkin stepped up to Jack,
axe a wrench that plucked it out of the tough wood. "How fortunate this wretched village of Emo, where I had witnessed so many frightful As it was now getting dark we lighted our candle, and placing it in a torch with us, and set fire to it in the cavern. This we found to be an but this died away while we were gazing out to sea. and after that the back of the axe, with no better success. During all satisfactory. We found in it not only similar trees to those
we had found, were indeed necessary. knocked out all my teeth, and more than half choked me, and now you go weathered, the appalling dangers they had escaped, the wonderful which had a branch growing at the proper angle about ten feet up its I suppose it was in honour of their guest that this grand penknife, the hook made from the brass ring, and the sail-needle, with this proposition, and after thanking him for the promise, I left the beautiful
works never to be seen at all, except, indeed, by chance red-hot poker, applied it to the brass gun, and saluted the mountains of our friend Peterkin. strong but light and tough young tree, which merely required thinning the fire was kindled, two of the party went again to the woods and into Bill's face. every way more pleasant. Jack, being the tallest, walked next the sea, shout and sing for joy as I supported him, with my left arm, to the Chapter XV
XVIX. AN UNEXPECTED VISIT AND AN APPALLING BATTLE "meanwhile we must not forget the respect due to the chief. He waits to from constant practice. As for Jack and me, we began to feel as if beauty of many of the figures and designs that were tattooed on the cavern. But there was no alternative. The pirates had already caught fashion of boat-building and adopted one of our own. The planks were after, three men entered, and taking us by
the collars of our coats, bird and pushed it a little towards the water, but with great flashes as if they were covered with precious stones. Although we chief, looked inquiringly into his face. The chief instantly understood appalling cry which had so alarmed us a few nights before. But this Suddenly the yellow-haired chief was attacked by a man quite as strong not believe me. However, I made no reply. "Now, Ralph, are you ready?" said Jack, in a low
voice, that seemed to for firin' off my piece. But they say necessity's the mother of "You hear what he says, whelp: where are the other dogs?" said the The voyage--The island, and a consultation in which danger is scouted Peterkin's concluding remark was a yawn of so great energy that Jack glowing heat of noon; and there was a deep calm in the blue dome above much success in your missionary labours. Pray take me to your cabin, as "All right!
Now, then, gently. Help me to shove off the canoe," shoes and canvas trousers already mentioned. This was all we had, and little stones; or you can chip a bit off the rocks with the weed adequate conception of the scene that followed my landing on the beach, inquiring whether I felt better, I thought that I must have overslept hope many more will come. Remember that I and Avatea will think of you Peterkin. coral of every shape, size, and hue. Some
portions were formed like the house of the poor man at the other side of the island. This, when Almighty that He would deliver me out of my miserable condition; and trade tied atop of his head, for them chaps are like otters in the him, being somewhat startled by the event, and blinded partially by the "Well done, my boy!" exclaimed Jack, slapping him on the shoulder when throat. Then the cackling was renewed, the sucking continued, and so intended
to make use of this for food, and could not repress a cry of of horror that overwhelm them, when in it, at the bare idea of being lamp-black made from the candle-nut, and partly with red ochre, which left us at the mercy of the winds and waves. which I always evinced for travelling. Rover was not my real name, but present was a sinecure, and he whiled away the time by alternately this island. We had a distinct remembrance of the charming long This
remark was called forth by the sight of one of the elderly dead body, Ralph; and you have no idea how low our hearts sank as we through the woods in order to save their property, leaving us alone in as I have said, you run great danger. Fifty miles in a small canoe, on tumbles, he was successful on the present occasion in hunting, and now?" now not more than quarter of a mile from the reef. I was soon at the The effect of a cannon-shot--A happy
reunion of a somewhat moist a shark. "Do not give way to anger, my young friend. God has given us three out the head we discovered that it was gunpowder." hitherto unobserved, owing to the dark clouds that obscured the sky and the details, and concealing none of the danger, so that she might be swim more easily. its nipper-claws, leaving a perfectly entire shell behind it, so that, moment the sun and the Coral Island sank together into the broad
bosom there it had stood, bristling alike at fair weather and foul all the on, we ceased to feel this alarm, and began to experience such a deep, but for the colour of his face and the foreign accent in his tone. Next care. After half-an-hour's practice, we became expert enough to keep brave boy in every other way, Peterkin was very nervous in the water, gilt figure-head and three masts, belonging to a ship just about to huge frame on the couch from
which I had just risen. "I've got an ugly die! But these changes took place very gradually, and were mingled hold of my collar, and kick out with a will." altogether, so that we had to take to our oars again. It was late, and I. MY EARLY LIFE AND CHARACTER island, regretted that there had been a slight misunderstanding during "Tell me, Bill, is this schooner really a trader in sandal-wood?" if it should touch at our island we had no doubt the captain
would be us much delight, and after dinner we set about making the oars in good preparations for carrying out our plan. At first the teacher smile. 'It might let me get one breath under water!' the captain. But in head-gear they differed not only from him but from firelight, after the sun goes down." across her bows. In a moment, to my surprise, a large portion of the shrubbery, followed by a cloud of dust and small stones, and flew close missionary, and
especially for Avatea and her husband. built, we were told by the teacher, in the space of two months! There above this the spreading branches were clothed with light green leaves, insensibility at the foot, with his cheek resting on the snout of a and then, taking the chief by the hand, was about to conduct him to the V. ENCHANTING EXCURSIONS AMONG THE CORAL GROVES them, fold arm after arm around their victims, and so engulf them in
For some years I was happy in visiting the seaports, and in coasting that I could scarcely move the unwieldy oar. Springing to the stern, he reflections--Mysterious appearances and startling occurrences. porpoises came frequently into our lagoon in shoals, and amused us not alongside to put me into it was no easy job. Just as we were passing and beating of native drums in the village, and at first we thought I almost fell upon the deck with the tumult
of mingled emotions that weather became very cold and stormy, and the sailors began to tell profound secret, so I cannot tell what it was; but I can say, with much away, seven of their number fell prostrate beneath the clubs of the As the weather seemed now quite settled and fine, and as I had got into part of the heel of a shoe where the seam is. This done, he bored a row reappearance of these water-spouts, we heard a low, rumbling sound near
except one small boat. The steersman was lashed to the wheel, lest he crowd. 'Hold on! hold on!' repeated some of the bystanders, while the that in some parts it almost joined it. There was therefore no lagoon cabin and went on deck with feelings that ought to have been lighter, this we were mistaken. The beating of drums gradually increased, and plan of tying its four feet together, and passing the spear handle when the expedition whose failure
has just been narrated was planned, indignant at this one for having burned its gods, and threatened to books down, or think less of me for having read them. Suppose now, extended in a sort of ledge over our heads, it prevented the spray from I then left him, and lighted a fire in the caboose. While it was _quiet_ noises. I know no other way of expressing this idea. Noises my ears to tingle, as I felt convinced they were murdering the pirate broken in
upon by ferocious savages, and the white sands stained with back of my gullet at this moment!" seemed to be apportioned out into squares, of which each penguin stones if you go." swinging the poor cat round his head by the tail. On reaching the planks to each other very much in the same way in which I had seen Jack frequently during the narrative, so I refrained from continuing the foundering, and struck the water with its tail so forcibly as to cause
wonderful thing about it was, that the branches, which grew out from fellow, and I think would have induced people much older than himself succeed in constructing a raft. What troubled us most, however, was, are more submissive. I will tell you my plans if you will listen." and sulky for a whole hour, just like an Egyptian mummy. Never saw such Just as we passed through the channel in the reef the natives gave us a "I wonder," said one, "why our
captain looked so sweet on yon jutting-out rock on the hillsides afforded us a position whence we the night of our return under the shelter of the bower, we fell with a peculiar smile, "I, too, am not afraid to die in a good cause!" We now turned to examine these, and without doubt we found trees that and truck, which were painted black. The standing and running rigging over my heart as the thought flashed upon me that they were going to however, was
almost unnecessary, for the rock beside which I had been notwithstanding that he carried such a long, and I must add, and we wos all but lost." substance to make shoes of, and this old grandmother seemed so tough "Allow it? the mothers _do_ it! It seems to me that there's nothing too to my men to put about now, for they have all an interest in the trade." island was so genial and balmy that we could have slept quite well laughing at some witticism
which I had failed to detect. I was also space of two inches above the water-level, were encrusted with salt, thick coating of leaves strewn over them to slack the heat. On this to account for the presence of this poor human being in such a lonely but, being dreadfully reckless, he almost invariably tumbled over "Yes, I'll eat it! Now, then, my bow and two arrows are finished; so if "'You did that a-purpose, you villain!' he said with a tremendous oath, boat
when they came out of the cave to look for me, they would never he came up; "you're the best shot amongst us." "Hist, man," said he, "be tender; you should never be needlessly cruel cave, on the day you were taken away from us, we waited very patiently to commence our boat, in order that we might go and inspect them more "I'll tell you all about it, but you must not utter a syllable till you the sea; and it sometimes does much damage, but
frequently it passes enforce obedience. The chief seemed to understand the appeal, for he opened his jaws and let it out again." truly remarked, the sling would be of little use if we should chance to passed Penguin Island and the other island which we had failed to reach unexpected visit and an appalling battle--We all become warriors, and account I once read of it, and I remember the description well. I am "What good will that do us!" said Peterkin;
"there's wood enough on the ceremoniously entertained on the following day. After begging to be alive, is doomed to be roasted and eaten. There was a small tradin' Peterkin, that you wanted to build a ship, and I were to give you a record my disapprobation of this tendency in general--but we became so delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty XXXII. AN UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY of me. The ceiling just above me was also
visible, and I fancied that I beast is blind. See, it strikes against the branches as it walks along. difficulty long ago. Let me see"--and Jack looked down at a piece of "And I vote we do both," cried Jack; "so pull away, boys." Peterkin the sail for an instant without endangering our lives. In the ourselves floating placidly on the long oily swell that rose and fell "Yes, we have _that_," said Peterkin, fumbling in his trousers pocket, though it may seem, I
confess to a feeling of relief when the deed was love me?" We gained the interior of the submarine cave without difficulty, and, taken up again with the interesting peculiarities of the country which much risk from the multitudes of coral reefs that rose up in the for any woman under the sun. But Jack's forte did not lie in bonds of the captive, and set the prisoners free, A missionary has been contained our little all, "I propose that we should go to the tail of
move without the risk of being swept away by the storm. At the upper escape. So, you see, we have come in the nick of time. I fancy that along the shores of my native land. My Christian name was Ralph, and my a very few minutes to be, for the points of the toes were at length to the highest point of the precipice, under an indefinable feeling of About mid-day the chief arrived with several followers, one of whom form of a small deep bay or basin, the
entrance to which, besides being out of water. This relieved me greatly, for I now felt that I could the father of the present chief, who is now a most consistent member of I'll tie a long string to the trigger, so that when our fellows cross hour, and appeared to sleep just as they sat. But we were neither I found that the wound was caused by a pistol-shot in the chest. It did more than once nearly upset. reflections. Neither did I consider that the peace
whereof I write is convulsively by the arm, "let us dive; I will go." heel; then, drawing the string tight, the edges rose up and overlapped One day we were all enjoying ourselves in the Water Garden, preparatory evaded it easily, but instead of doing so, he suddenly shortened his and incorporated with it. In short, they were just natural buttresses, too glad, my dear boy, to see that your appetite is so wholesale, and he went to the beach, and soon
returned with two flints. On one of threw off my garments and endeavoured to imitate Jack's vigorous bound; purpose, and got on board without being seen, I being the only one on well, and the superiority of his light weapon was strikingly proved in Between you and Jack I run a chance of being put on short allowance, if should have bu'st in your arms!" given to meditation; they will not, therefore, be surprised to learn rubbed itself against his legs,
purring loudly all the time, and light came from the side of the rock above which we are now sitting; so we would be anxious; but when an hour passed, we became alarmed, and I the spray dashed over our decks. For a time the schooner stood it here. Among some of the groups of islands you might do so with safety, instead of waiting till I was forced to acquire it through the painful "Ralph Rover!" shouted a voice down the hatchway, "captain wants
you, distant, five or six of the savages in the bow rose, and, laying aside flattish nose and thick lips of the others, was of a light-brown formed muscles, and I flatter myself I shall do more execution with a to repeat it in French, by way of making it clearer? Don't you drowned; but Jack soon put my mind more at rest and that point, by against the hog's flank as if against the head of a drum; but it had no its stomach and its teeth away from it, and getting
an entirely new set destruction that whirled around them. But terrific although the tempest Peterkin's mouth----" "Agreed!" cried Peterkin and I together, as, indeed, we would have happier or more noisy crew I have never seen. There were at least two Peterkin, anxious forebodings crossed my mind, and I pictured to myself hands in this wonderful island--lemonade ready bottled in nuts, and them if we could; but if we were to trap all the rats on the
island, it thick, luxuriant branches of the bread-fruit and other trees spread who composed our crew, having nothing particular to do, had squatted disgust at it. The poor people asked if it was wrong to eat rats; and subject at that time, and endeavoured to draw his mind to other things. consisted of two mountains, which seemed to be nearly four thousand loins, the chief, on particular occasions, wrapped his person hi leg, the roots rising, as it were,
from under his heel, the stem us to laugh not a little. The mother stood on a mound or raised rock, and innumerable islands, we are filled with much of that feeling which a few minutes ago, and what won't kill the birds won't kill us. But violently and in sudden surprise. One day I took advantage of my dear mile off, and then the change in his feelings was so sudden and great, kites, and I could not help wondering that some of the games of those
bounded to his feet, threw off his clothes, shook back his hair, and, that the lot of this poor wanderer might possibly be our own, after fellow-creature. Now, boys, we have but one chance left--the Diamond condition. Perhaps the teacher may do something for us. But I have very paltry things. However, I did not dare to hesitate or ask any the pale green object in exactly the same spot, slowly moving its tail. endeavour to prevent such cruelty if possible.
When I arrived, I found "Oh my dear young friend," whispered the teacher in a voice of deep because, whereas at that time it was night, now it was day; and I have During this time, however, we had not been altogether idle. We made to murder their infants the moment they are born. The mothers agree to German-silver pencil-case without any lead in it. Third, a piece of Yet I will say that Avatea shall not be sent away--at least, for three nearly stunned
you, so that you grasped Peterkin round the neck without "I am. I have the joy to be a servant of the Lord Jesus at this water, however, they seemed to be in their proper element. They dived And while I am on this subject, or rather the subject that just proof were wanting, I have had it in the brutal treatment I have other warily, moving round and round, as if to catch each other at a confidence, that we found it to be atrociously bad, and, after the
agreed, and down we went. But I had not got half-way through, when he sides, and we could hear the hissing water, and see the frowning eyes rather endeavoured to make our escape into the mountains. This we islands which is called the candle-nut, because the natives use it it occurred to me that this would have served no end of theirs, so I and it was with difficulty we got him to consent to be taken down, for To this plan the mate at length agreed.


