Reflecting on Designing and Implementing 
Meaningful Learning Experiences with Young Children
Reflecting on and evaluating the learning and teaching experiences in which you engage in with children will give you insights that may help you better support children’s development and learning, as well as grow as an early childhood professional. In the rush of working with children and families, you may be tempted to not take the time. But if you don't, you surely will miss opportunities for growth. 

Drawing on what you have learned from the resources, your reflections on the learning experiences you engaged in with the children in your field experience setting, and your Host Teacher feedback, respond to the following by analyzing: 

Reflection Questions:

1. What went well in the planning of these learning experiences?
Consider: Was I well prepared and organized? What could I have done differently in my planning? What do I want to be sure to do again?

(1–2 paragraphs)

2. What went well in the implementation of these learning experiences? 

Consider: Were the learning experiences child-centered? What steps did I take to ensure that children were actively engaged throughout? How effectively did I guide and scaffold children throughout? How effectively did I record and share assessment results? How well did I listen to the children and adapt or modify the experiences to build on their strengths and interests and meet the needs of all children? How do I know? How could I improve in these areas? What do I want to be sure to do again?
(2–3 paragraphs)
3. What problems/challenges did I experience? Why?
Consider: After reviewing the completed Learning Experience Templates and taking time to remember the experiences of working with the children, what areas of my planning and implementation presented the most challenges? What might have been the reasons? How might I improve in these areas?
(2–3 paragraphs)

4. What did I learn from this experience that will help me design and implement meaningful learning experiences in the future?
(2–4 paragraphs)

