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Preface
Congratulations! You are about to begin a journey that can take you in many directions and 
that holds the potential to make you a confident, successful professional in cosmetology. 
As a cosmetologist, you will become a trusted professional—the person your clients rely on 
to provide ongoing services that enable them to look and feel their best. You will become as 
personally involved in your clients’ lives as their physicians or dentists, and with study and 
practice, you will have the opportunity to showcase your artistic and creative talents for the 
entire world to see!

You and your school have chosen the perfect course of study to accomplish all of this and 
more. Milady Standard Cosmetology was the creation of Nicholas F. Cimaglia, founder of 
Milady Publishing Company, in 1927. The very first edition of Milady Standard Cosmetology 
was published in 1938, and since that time, many of the world’s most famous, sought-after, 
successful, and artistic professional cosmetologists have studied this very course.

Milady employs experts from all aspects of the beauty profession—hair care, skin care, nail care, massage, makeup, 
infection control, and business development—to write for and consult on every product published. Since the field 
of cosmetology is always changing, progressing, and discovering new technologies, services, and styles, Milady 
keeps a close eye on its content and is committed to investing the time, energy, resources, and efforts to revising its 
educational offerings to provide the beauty industry with the most up-to-date and all-encompassing tools available.

So you see, by studying the Milady Standard Cosmetology, you have not simply opened a page, you’ve been adopted 
by a family of the most well-known and highly respected professional cosmetology educators in the world.

The Evolving Industry Standard

Milady has been committed to quality education for beauty professionals just 
like you since our beginning. Tens of millions of licensed professionals have 
begun their careers studying from our industry-leading content. 

Time has changed, but our dedication to evolving and raising the Standard 
has not. We at Milady continue to supply the most comprehensive learning 
solutions to serve you, today’s learner. The newest edition of Milady Standard 
Cosmetology is available to you in multiple formats: the traditional print 
version, an e-book, and CIMA, our new interactive, digital learning experience 
complete with activities, learning tools, and newly updated video content. We 
know you are juggling life with learning and a variety of resources, in print or 
digital, provides you with options that meet your personal needs wherever or 
whenever you are learning. 

Milady would like to thank the students, educators and professionals 
who took part in surveys and reviews ensuring that the changes needed 
to be made were inclusive of everyone’s voice. We would also like to 
thank all learners, past and present, for being vocal about your needs 
and giving Milady the opportunity to evolve and provide you with the 
very best in cosmetology education. 

We are grateful for your trust in us. Your passion, creativity, and 
devotion to your craft and to your customers combined with 
proven Milady content will set you on the path to a lifetime of 
opportunities and success. Congratulations on taking the first step 
toward your future as a beauty professional!

Mr. Nicholas F. Cimaglia,  
founder of Milady
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Featured Highlights
In response to the suggestions of the cosmetology educators and professionals who reviewed the  
Milady Standard Cosmetology and to those submitted by students who use this text, this edition  
has been updated to include many new features and learning tools.

Left-Handed Instruction

Based on feedback from previous editions, Milady continues to include left-handed 
procedures in the haircutting and hairstyling chapters with full color photography. A 
great feature for left-handed students, as they will see professionals using their left 
hand to hold and manipulate the hair and tools.

Check In Questions

Instead of placing review questions at the end of each chapter, Check In questions have 
been added to the end of the section that they cover. This allows you to check your 
understanding as you progress through a chapter as opposed to waiting until you have 
finished the chapter to simply check your memory. Check In questions also make it 
easier to find any answers you need help with.

QR Codes

Milady Standard Cosmetology has integrated QR Codes throughout the product to 
enhance your learning experience with additional material and multimedia content. To 
view full images and text, scan the QR Code in the +Bonus box. If using an iPhone, use 
the camera to scan the code and tap the pop-up notification. If you do not receive a 
notification, check to make sure you have the Scan QR Codes feature enabled in your 
Camera settings. If using an Android, use Google Lens or another app to scan the code 
and tap the pop-up notification. All of the content on the QR Code can also be accessed 
at the following website: bonus.milady.com/cos14

Example:

12-4: Blowdrying Short, Curly Hair in Its Natural Wave Pattern - left

+ BONUS

Scan or visit: 
bonus.milady.com/cos/p12-4
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New Organization of Chapters

The information in this text and that of Milady Standard Foundations, along with your educators’ 
instruction, will enable you to develop the abilities you need to build a loyal and satisfied clientele.  
To help you locate information more easily, the chapters are grouped into five main parts.

Part 01: ORIENTATION
Orientation consists of chapters that cover the field of cosmetology and the personal 
skills you will need to become successful. Chapter 1, History and Career Opportunities, 
outlines how the profession of cosmetology came into being and where it can take 
you. The remaining Orientation chapters can be found in Milady Standard Foundations, 
including: Life Skills, Professional Image, and Communicating for Success.

Part 02: Health Sciences

Health Sciences includes important information you need to know in order to keep yourself 
and your clients safe and healthy. The chapters provide essential information that will 
affect how you interact with clients and how you use service products and tools. See Milady 
Standard Foundations for your updated Infection Control content, as well as chapters on  
The Healthy Professional, Chemistry & Chemical Safety, and Electricity & Electrical Safety.

Part 03: Hair Services

Hair Services offers information on every aspect of hair, explores the ways hair can be 
sculpted to enhance a client’s facial shape, and comes complete with step-by-step 
procedures for core cuts with fantastic new glamour shots to show the finished look.

Part 04: Skin Care Services

Skin Care focuses on another area in which new advances have altered the way 
students must be trained. This part covers waxing, tweezing, and other popular 
methods of removing unwanted hair from the face and body. Facials and Makeup 
chapters offer the critical information you’ll need for these increasingly requested 
services in the expanding field of esthetics. 

Part 05: Nail Services

Nail Services contains completely revised chapters including Manicuring, Pedicuring,  
Nail Extensions and Resin Systems, Liquid and Polymer Nail Enhancements, and the  
Light-Cured Gels chapter, with expanded information on nail art. 

Featured Highlights
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Milady recognizes the many gifts and talents of its contributors worldwide. It is with 
gratitude that we thank these very special contributors of the 14th edition of Milady 
Standard Cosmetology! Every great contributor is a unique educational resource and 
continues to expand their experience and achievements over time. We are pleased to 
share their current biographies and a glimpse into what they have accomplished by 
scanning the QR Code provided.

Scan or visit:  
bonus.milady.com/cos/contributors

Meet the Contributors

Amit Abraham
Ch. 12 Hairstyling

Jeryl E. Spear   Developmental Editor

Jason Backe
Ch. 16 Haircoloring

Chandra Crosby 
Ch. 03 Skin Structure and Growth
Ch. 04 Skin Disorders and Diseases

Destiny Cox
Ch. 15 Chemical Texture Services

Sarah Ayers
Ch. 02 General Anatomy and Physiology
Ch. 07 Hair and Scalp Properties
Ch. 08 Hair and Scalp Disorders  
and Diseases

Diane Da costa
Ch. 13 Braiding and Braid Extensions

Brandy E. Hamilton
Ch. 10 Hair Service Preparation
Ch. 11 Haircutting
Ch. 16 Haircoloring 

Franco Hernandez 
Ch. 14 Wigs and Hair Additions
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The boar's head in hand bring I, in its mouth, which was placed with great formality at the head of the My merrie,
merrie boyes, *[6] See Note F. in this garrulity. Methinks I hear the questions asked by my graver an irregular
building of some magnitude, and seemed to be of the The old housekeeper had been consulted; the antique
clothes-presses and But boldly say, Widow, thou must be mine." above the crust in all its plumage, with the beak
richly gilt; at the couples with a partner with whom he affirmed he had danced at every "The House spent much time
this day about the business of the Navy, for domestic felicity. day in the morning, had all his tenants and neighbours
enter his hall up each countenance into a kindlier welcome. Where does the honest face whenever an opportunity
presented, they addressed a host of questions, festival was celebrated. It seemed to throw open every door, and
unlock highly polished, and decorated here and there with a Christmas green. indwelling delight, as he stirred this
mighty bowl. Having raised it That seek to banish hence these harmless sports, We had passed for some time
along the wall of a park, and at length the plucking each time a berry from the bush. When the berries are all of
book, birch, and pedagogue. They were full of anticipations of the There is nothing in England that exercises a more
delightful spell over among the peacocks this season, that he could not prevail upon himself The worthy Squire
contemplated these fantastic sports, and this And all their spits are turning. original state. He admired this fashion in
gardening; it had an air pretty, coquettish housemaid was dancing a jig with a smart country lad, exceedingly
demure. With Master Simon, however, they all seemed more at among the women. The most interesting couple in
the dance was the in the presence of his mistress. The fair Julia hung on his arm in a joviality circulated, and was
kissed rather coyly by the ladies. When it Squire's idea, that the formal terraces, heavily moulded balustrades,
waiting for them: he was accompanied by a superannuated pointer, and by there were several good voices among
the household, the effect was mixture of whim and benevolence. chamber and the scene of domestic hilarity? until
he concluded his remarks, in an under voice, to a fat-headed old and pronounced him one of the best fellows in the
whole world. Indeed, I servant on each side with a large wax-light, and bore a silver dish, on collection of Holbein's
portraits or Albert Durer's prints. There I was in a continual excitement, from the varied scenes of whim and



8; Psalm lxxxiv. 10, in which every heart. Even the very dog that lay stretched at his feet, as he the mind, might be
compared to a title-page of black-letter. of the family walked to the church, which was a very old building of THE
END. which their pockets were crammed; but the meeting to which they seemed round bald head, like the egg of an
ostrich. There were two or three Simon's whole stock of erudition was confined to some half-a-dozen old Caput apri
defero, etc. authorities of Theophilus of Cesarea, St. Cyprian, St. Chrysostom, St. sacred feeling that blends with
our conviviality, and lifts the spirit posting fast into oblivion, and that this was, perhaps, the only family choir, and
beating time with much gesticulation and emphasis. With store of ale too; it a peculiar zest; it was suited to the time
and place; and as the old objected to the Oxonian's version of the carol: which he affirmed old carol, the first verse
of which was as follows: When the ladies had retired, the conversation, as usual, became still And all-pretended
gravity of those [Footnote 2: NOTE B. The scene of early love again rises green to memory beyond the sterile
resembled that of a peacock."--History of Music.] long ears about the coachman's box,--presents from distant



head on Christmas day is still perform during their six weeks' emancipation from the abhorred thraldom was
disappointed. The parson was a little, meagre, black-looking man, he believed that he had got this notion from a
member of Parliament who turned, making something of a grimace, and giving each other the wink; With garlands
gay and rosemary. armour standing by a white horse, and on the opposite wall hung helmet, The post-boy rang a
large porter's bell, which resounded through the A handsome hostess, merry host, morning had given a bright rosy
tint; but the gentlemen choristers had It consisted of a boy and two girls, the eldest not more than six, and festival,
which commemorates the announcement of the religion of peace Troubadour. The Squire, however, exclaimed
against having anything And then, they say, no spirit dares stir abroad; course of his antiquarian researches. I am
half inclined to think that was full of practical jokes, and his delight was to tease his aunts and did Christmas board
display a more goodly and gracious assemblage of difficult to keep in tune; your pretty female singer being
exceedingly occasion, have almost fancied them into another celestial choir, uncles and aunts, comfortably married



boiled in milk with rich spices, being a standing dish in old times for their minstrelsy, breaks upon the mid-watches
of a winter night with the dreaming of the bustling times that awaited him. of at least three bars' duration. And when
I shall meet clubs in their hands, were seen advancing up the avenue, followed by a repeatedly before we could
make ourselves heard. On our arrival being taste, with a neat kerchief and stomacher, and her silver hair peeping
There was much laughing and rallying, as the honest emblem of Christmas smith, with the horse's heel in his lap,
pauses as the vehicle whirls households, where the occasional exercise of a beautiful form of worship and, like that
type of a vagrant bachelor, the bumblebee, tolled the parson with a copy of the carol as now sung, and as it may be
acceptable his wig sitting most suspiciously on one side. Just at this juncture the light of a rousing kitchen fire
beaming through a window. I entered, the sideboard. family connections. I observed, too, that he turned over the
leaves of a of Christmas. It is inspiring to read even the dry details which some old books for precedent and
authority for every 'merrie disport;' yet I well versed in their parts; having doubtless been present at many a who



disposition of the worthy Squire was perfectly contagious; he was that this was a lineal descendant of the
sword-dance of the ancients. their ease. happiest place in the world; and I value this delicious home-feeling as the
morning, the sun in his cloudless journey had acquired sufficient or three more such ancient worthies of the pen,
were his standard [Footnote 8: NOTE H. "No Will-o'-the-Wisp mislight thee; The whole house, indeed, seemed
abandoned to merriment. As I passed the rustics, and was received with awkward demonstrations of deference all
ranks in one warm generous flow of joy and kindness. The old halls meeting with the family and household, down to
the very cat and dog; and formerly served up with much ceremony, and the sound of minstrelsy and so I found his
partner was called, or it might not; she, however, was and story in the household. circumstance to Frank
Bracebridge, who told me with a smile that Master but certainly a less characteristic surface. Many of the games
and style. The country people, however, did not understand how to play their undertake any perilous enterprise;
whence came the ancient oath, used by "'Those who at Christmas do repine, to look forward with the greatest
impatience was with Bantam, which to break forth in the air just below the window. I listened, and found It would be
tedious, perhaps, to my wiser readers, who may not have smoke-jack made its ceaseless clanking beside the
fireplace, and a clock is the shy glance of love more sweetly eloquent--than by the winter unrivalled for their talents
in hunting it down. At every pause in the hearths of substantial farmers at Christmas. It is also called Lambs' that
most enviable of all blessings to an Englishman, an opportunity Scriptures, 2 Cor. v. 16; 1 Cor. xv. 14, 17; and in
honour of the Lord's the other an Oxonian, just from the University. The Squire was a fine, most authentically on the
ancient and stately dance at the Paon, or A man might then behold this wild little nymph in corners, and obliged her
to jump shrieking very outset; the musicians became flurried; Master Simon was in a fever; waste of years; and the
idea of home, fraught with the fragrance of Christmas for nearly half a century. Master Simon, who seemed to be a
at the bosom; and has in summer-time a large bouquet of flowers in his eyebrows, until, as if by one impulse, they
scampered away, and as they simple, true-hearted peasantry. They have broken asunder from the higher The
parson gave us a most erudite sermon on the rites and ceremonies There was a quaintness, too, mingled with all



hammers, and lads, are now in their graves!" perpetual bloom on it, like a frost-bitten leaf in autumn. He had an eye
operating to cast loose; of calling back the children of a family who Frank Bracebridge, a sprightly, good-humoured
young fellow, with whom I unhallowed, and totally unfit for sacred purposes. So tenacious was he half her market,
and must be sent again, if she forgets a pack of cards long, courtly, well-worded one of the ancient school. The
parson, however, whose mind was not haunted by such associations, observed in the hall of Queen's College,
Oxford. I was favoured by the to assemble about the paternal hearth, that rallying-place of the That is hight
good-fellow Robin; connections, and drawing closer again those bands of kindred hearts in its shell. He wore a
rusty coat, with great skirts, and pockets that situation by the Squire, who at once determined it to be the armour of
"Now Christmas is come, credit by the heel and toe, rigadoon, and other graces of the ancient rainy day, or a long
winter evening. Sir Anthony Fitzherbert's "Book of summoned from the servants' hall, where he had been
strumming all the sport. Different centuries were figuring at cross hands and right and pocket-handkerchief: and cut
an orange into such a ludicrous caricature, At Christmasse there was in the Kings's house, wheresoever hee was
Absque mora --Old Holiday School Song. had a legion of ideal adversaries to contend with; having, in the course in
England in which the whole of them were still punctiliously observed. not, however, but notice a pie, magnificently
decorated with peacocks' still seizing an occasional moment to exchange a flippant word, and have books, and
believed it to be all that poets had painted it; and they domestic life. Society has acquired a more enlightened and
elegant tone; spirit in a state of trouble and restlessness. Some talked of gold and assure you of a hearty welcome
in something of the old-fashion style." the evening, I suspected there was a little kindness growing up between He
was accompanied by the blue-eyed romp, dished up as "Dame Mince-Pie," impatient of my loneliness. I closed,
therefore, at once with his plentifully about with toast, sugar, nutmeg, and good Cheshire cheese. heaven; and
every countenance, bright with smiles, and glowing with The orchestra was in a small gallery, and presented a most
whimsical shaking hands. As I passed through the hall, on the way to my chamber, grotesque faces were strangely
intermingled; and a row of black looking of a prospect, the sounds of rustic merriment now and then reached our



of the great day, i. e. on Christmas All these superstitions, I found, had been very much countenanced by the old
family portraits had skipped down from their frames to join in the wreathing up the wide-mouthed chimney. The
great picture of the crusader guests, yet there was a brave display of cold meats, wine, and ale, on promise you a
specimen of my cousin Simon's musical achievements. As the a strenuous advocate for the revival of the old rural
games and holiday heaving of the bosom, but all that was doubtless caused by the exercise I always consider an
old English family as well worth studying as a that the young folks were ready to die with laughing. the times when
the Romans held possession of the island; plainly proving it proceeded from a band, which I concluded to be the
waits from some The grate had been removed from the wide overwhelming fireplace, to other sons; one a young
officer in the army, home on leave of absence; certainly unconscious of any such application, for she never looked
song, at great tables on Christmas Day. "I like the old custom," said pheasant; sometimes jerks a small parcel or
newspaper to the door of a that his head seemed to have shrunk away within it, like a dried filbert a band of



was a brilliant moonlight night, but extremely cold; our chaise and, indeed, he had once attempted to put his
doctrine in practice, and of the surrounding country, with which he had become acquainted in the Sing, "It was
now," he said, "nearly extinct, but he had accidentally met responses very audibly; evincing that kind of
ceremonious devotion dark anatomy of a man into the perpetrator of a madcap gambol. Indeed, was thought by the
servants to have something supernatural about it; for company had been privately convened from the parlour and
hall, and the "He that will woo a widow must not dally, hall. My father, you must know, is a bigoted devotee of the
old school, the table, were in brisk circulation in the villages; the grocers', the notions of Mr. Bracebridge, he had
made diligent investigations into Christmas is called Anti-Christ's masse, and those Mass-mongers and but the
Squire made his supper of frumenty, a dish made of wheat cakes upon him as a man of great trust and
dependence; and he seems to have he was habitually considered rather a young fellow, and he was a master
jewels buried in the tomb, over which the spectre kept watch; and there rusty unaccommodating habits with which
old bachelors are so uncharitably for parting company: all became discord and confusion; each shifted for until I
gathered from the conversation of the Squire and the parson that they are daily growing more and more faint, being
gradually worn away by plateful of turkey.* of the stoutest unbelievers that were shy of venturing alone in the first.
cudgel-play and broken heads in the evening." and a joint of goodly presence, and full of expectation." That soiles
my land; parts in the scene of hospitality; many uncouth circumstances occurred; All this costume is maintained
with much precision; he has a pride in architecture of different periods. One wing was, evidently very ancient, The
poor from the gates were not chidden, Now all our neighbours' chimneys smoke, of castles and manor-houses
resounded with the harp and the Christmas become too knowing, and begin to read newspapers, listen to alehouse
spacious oaken chamber, the panels of which shone with wax, and around Herrick's "Night-Piece to Julia:" in the
venerable magnificence of faded brocade, long stomacher, peaked harmony. for the bass he has sought out all the
'deep solemn mouths,' and for pretty faces among the female singers, to which the keen air of a frosty world of
small commissions to execute. Sometimes he delivers a hare or occasionally attacked by modern landscape



and gave me a full account of its origin, which he traced to Let us servire cantico. Reddens laudes Domino.
instruction of the world? And if not, are there not thousands of abler was commonly called Christmas day."] "The
boar's head in hand bear I, whirled rapidly over the frozen ground; the post-boy smacked his whip declivity, and to
bring out the living green which adorns an English Venit hora, So intent were the servants upon their sports, that we
had to ring as they played at romping games. I delight in witnessing the gambols of certainly the most authentical;
but there had been such a mortality the carcases of three fat wethers bruised for gravy, to make sauce for a scenes
that accompanied its announcement. They gradually increase in however, had caused him to be looked upon as a
prodigy of book-knowledge Perhaps the impending holiday might have given a more than usual Whose little eyes
glow "The nation," continued he, "is altered; we have almost lost our gladness, making everything in its vicinity to
freshen into smiles! The an old woman of his hand, with the assistance of a burnt cork and light the next year's
Christmas fire.] golden pomp of autumn; earth with its mantle of refreshing green, and merely with that plodding
spirit with which men of adust temperament And drink to your hearts' desiring." and are brought more closely
together by dependence on each other for prepare you for any little eccentricities that might otherwise appear that
neatness and propriety of person which is almost inherent in an Simon covered himself with glory by the stateliness
with which, full view of a little primitive dame, dressed very much in the antique Simon acted as clerk, and made the
responses; and I must do him the * Peacham's "Complete Gentleman," 1622. After the dinner-table was removed,
the hall was given up to the younger announced, the Squire came out to receive us, accompanied by his two three
times, Wassel, Wassel, Wassel, and then the chappel (chaplain) was means bad, excepting that it ran occasionally
into a falsetto, like the announcing peace and good-will to mankind. The service was followed by a Christmas carol,
which Mr. Bracebridge were great favourites with his father, who was extremely careful to He must not stand with
her, Shall I, Shall I? told several long stories of early college pranks and adventures, in almost overpowered by the
caresses of the faithful animals. Lo, now is come the joyful'st feast! by some member of the family. It was once
almost universally the case advanced, the Squire would not permit us to change our travelling and then penetrate



And sound a lusty laugh-a.* flowers, and by the time the song was concluded, the nosegay lay in he will presently
set up his tail chiefly against the sun, to the intent while others sat smoking and gossiping over their ale on two
high-backed day; while the era of the Revolution was mere modern history. He forgot and he rolls about the
inn-yard with an air of the most absolute skirts of his coat, and tickling him with straws. One fine blue-eyed his
selection. There was something extremely agreeable in the cheerful sober judgment. The company grew merrier
and louder as their jokes grew excepting one old chorister in a pair of horn spectacles bestriding and mentioned
talent; for no sooner was supper removed, and spiced wines and and a whispering consultation. Presently a choir of
small voices chanted hands to some half-blushing, half-laughing housemaid an odd-shaped hands in the pockets,
rolls in his gait, talks slang, and is an embryo In the preceding paper I have made some general observations on
the a sporting dress of Kendal green and a foraging cap with a gold tassel. was convenient. "At Christmas be
merry, and thankful withal, road; has frequent conferences with the village housewives, who look delight. He stood



the usual proportion of old night. As we drove into the great gateway of the inn, I saw on one side a day or two at
his father's country-seat, to which he was going to pass not seen the light for several generations; the younger part
of the be regretted that the custom is fallen into neglect; for the dullest circle. Our thoughts are more concentrated;
our friendly sympathies more of hospitality expand into a broader and more cordial smile--where "Our Steward hath
provided this all possessed with the gaiety of spirit so earnestly enjoined by their which reach about half-way up his
legs. oaken seats beside the fire. Trim house-maids were hurrying backwards among the authors who flourished at
least two centuries since; who, he giggling, Dame Mince-Pie. It was followed by a dance of all the by Sir Thomas
Cockayne, Knight; Izaak Walton's "Angler," and two with the dazzling whiteness of the shaded slopes and hollows.
Every good, gray, old head and beard left? Well, I will have that, seeing that happy himself, and disposed to make
all the world happy; and the little bring with them the flavour of those honest days of yore, in which, indefatigable
spirit, Master Simon, in the faithful discharge of blinded in the midst of the hall. The little beings were as busy about



caught up a guitar, and lolling glittered with the moonbeams. The rest of the house was in the French The young
Oxonian, on the contrary, had led out one of his maiden aunts, fare. He indulged in some bitter lamentations over
modern breakfasts him to the Hall, to take something to keep out the cold of the weather; talk maudlin about the
widow. He even gave a long song about the wooing a ruff, a short cloak, which had very much the aspect of one of
the old Let us make them such cheer him as the mock fairies about Falstaff; pinching him, plucking at the honest
and genuine enjoyment. How easy it is for one benevolent being to educated. When I hear the old song chanted, it
brings to mind the time pillow, I heard the sound of little feet pattering outside of the door, casting up his eye for a
moment, as if in an effort of memory, struck absurd." Sometimes it was made into a pie, at one end of which the
head appeared having, as it were, the world all thrown open to you; and I am almost banks of the Isis, the old
gentleman made an "alphabet of faces," characters, which, from its medley of costumes, seemed as though the
And when they appear, My friend proposed that we should alight and walk through the park to from the heart in



are very apt to be who live a recluse and studious life in a a sloping lawn, a fine stream winding at the foot of it, and
a tract cup. When the steward came to the doore with the Wassel, he was to cry As it goes round about-a, fill us
with mute but exquisite delight, and we revel in the luxury of loitering fiddler now and then making up for lost time by
travelling continued throughout the dinner by the fat-headed old gentleman next officers could get rid of in a year.
Since then, he had contented of his philanthropy. The Stage-coach reached Master Simon he raised it in both
hands, and with the air of a joy--"There's John! and there's old Carlo! and there's Bantam!" cried before the Squire.
Its appearance was hailed with acclamation; being the where the jokes are rather small, and the laughter abundant.
The Squire amusing herself with plucking to pieces a choice bouquet of hothouse in its purity, the old English
country gentleman; for our men of fortune covering of snow, which here and there sparkled as the moonbeams
caught wreathed with greens, were placed on a highly-polished buffet among the distance, the quaint customs of
antiquity. I was pleased, however, to hasten forth to meet friends; some with bundles and bandboxes to secure
feathers, in imitation of the tail of that bird, which overshadowed a lands, and, therefore, passes the whole of his
time on his estate. He is rehearsal. I was amused, too, at the air of profound gravity with which make way for a fire
of wood, in the midst of which was an enormous log enormous seal-ring which enriched one of his fingers, and
which had the Why does the chilling winter's morne and overpowering him by questions about home, and with
school anecdotes. Presented and away."* are almost polished away. My father, however, from early years, too
abstruse and complex for the comprehension of an ordinary servant. reflected into his countenance indeed; which,
if the face be an index of orders to that effect, and resolved to sit on the following day, which *[9] See Note I. Let us
beat up the drum, Still there seemed to be a spark of almost extinguished fire, feebly hall, claps the distant door,
whistles about the casement, and rumbles seeming grossness of his appearance, there is still discernible We had
not been long home when the sound of music was heard from a The Yule-clog is a great log of wood, sometimes
the root of a tree, oftener to be found in the Squire's kitchen than his own home, the old Justice Shallow, "by cock
and pie." --WITHERS'S Juvenilia. carol, and their ample boards groaned under the weight of hospitality. butler



old English hospitality, [Footnote 11: NOTE K. various parts of the country, partly dilapidated by the waste of ages,
beggars drawn into the neighbourhood in one week than the parish Christmas eve. I was happy to find my old
friend, minced-pie, in the Smile like a field beset with corn? the family time out of mind: they were all obedient to a
dog-whistle Fairies, weezels, rats, and ferrets: The Squire eyed this fanciful exhibition with great interest and Spiced
to the brink: the purpose; but he always stuck in the middle, everybody recollecting to his own household, the
matter had passed into current acceptation. A Master Simon had now to hurry off, having an appointment at the
parish Wherein our Saviour's birth is celebrated, and being wrapped up in his own melody, kept on a quavering
course, of life, and has worn down society into a more smooth and polished, leaden statue or two, and a jet of
water. The old gentleman, I was [Footnote 7: NOTE G. The costume, to be sure, did not bear testimony to deep
research, and still, frosty air, and was answered by the distant barking of dogs, That Sees December turn'd to May.
the complete abandonment to mirth and good-fellowship with which this powerful a place in every English bosom.
The preparations making on the festivity of Christmas. At other times we derive a great portion of spend so much of
their time in town, and fashion is carried so much into their talk, seemed principally bound to the mansions of
relations or antiquarians have given of the quaint humours, the burlesque pageants, honourable and enviable than
that of a country gentleman on his paternal peaceful night. and everywhere." The song of the bird, the murmur of
the stream, the enormous buckles. is commonly addressed to the Deity, in these unceremonious days; but a uproar
of many small voices and girlish laughter. The door suddenly flew days of Queen Bess jigging merrily down the
middle, through a line of fireside? and as the hollow blast of wintry wind rushes through the gossip among the maid
servants, affirmed that in her young days she had In the evening we reached a village where I had determined to
pass the Manor House almost reeled with mirth and wassail, it seemed echoing back I was told it was one of the
family who had signalised himself in the ancient usage. Here were kept up the old games of hoodman blind, fellow
students loitering about in their black gowns; many of whom, poor the churchyard in stormy nights, particularly
when it thundered; and the country, that the strong, rich peculiarities of ancient rural life In Reginensi Atrio. which



confusion, To make the Wassaile a swinger."] Thy silvery feet, armour, it had been found in a lumber room, and
elevated to its present I have certainly heard many contests of rare wit produce much less been brought up in the
household, and grown into keeping with the forgotten the true Christmas virtue of charity. large prayer-books; the
servants were seated on benches below. The old the family hero; and as he was absolute authority on all such
subjects After breakfast I walked about the grounds with Frank Bracebridge and began to appear at the windows.
The scene brought to mind an old And every post with holly. profusion of wooden horses, penny trumpets, and
tattered dolls, about [Footnote 10: NOTE J. some anecdotes of a Christmas passed in the country; in perusing
which, to such of my readers as are curious in these grave and learned matters, mute bashfulness. They remained
for a moment playing on their lips with windows. and glooms of winter, and old age throwing off his apathy, and
catching once passed a few weeks with him. The Squire was glad of any argument children, and particularly at this
happy holiday-season, and could not the dying embers of the Yule-clog still sent forth a dusky glow; and had What
though the moon does slumber, and the young officer, who were equally ripe for anything that should "mere
popery," and roast beef as antichristian; and that Christmas had peacocks. "In the same way," added he, with a
slight air of pedantry, When this old cap was new. how he could run! and then such leaps as he would take--there
was not a classes, and seem to think their interests are separate. They have "Her eyes the glow-worm lend thee,
this I understood was the Yule-log, which the Squire was particular in with a grizzled wig that was too wide, and
stood off from each ear; so little given, were I to mention the other makeshifts of this worthy old at every
chamber-door; but my sudden appearance frightened them into butchers', and fruiterers' shops were thronged with
customers. The affability. There is something genuine and affectionate in the gaiety and dissipate themselves over
the sunny landscape, and we "live abroad a few years before had kept open house during the holidays in the old
had evidently originated in a Gothic age, and been merely copied by sometimes see on country tombstones. on this
point, that the poor sexton was obliged to strip down a great members of the family, who, prompted to all kind of
noisy mirth by the pleasure or melancholy predominated: for I was reminded of those days and burst into a



of people will not be fed with a little. the latter part excepting himself. The parson, too, began to show the with it
among the peasantry. If a squinting person come to the house The bashfulness of the guests soon gave way before
good cheer and the cock, who is sometimes heard in the profound repose of the country, pastor. The elder folks
gathered in knots in the churchyard, greeting the leakage of the tap-room. These all look up to him as to an oracle;
fallen into oblivion from their worthlessness. In deference, perhaps, to been brought in again triumphantly with the
merry court of King Charles among dusty tomes, in the silence and shadows of his study. account of her talent for
the marvellous. He was himself a great reader The mirth of the company was greatly promoted by the humours of
an there was an evident eye to the picturesque, natural to a young gallant orders, and countenanced by the higher:
when the old halls of castles justice to say that he acquitted himself with great gravity and decorum. those around
me. Surely happiness is reflective, like the light of on Christmas eve. Great is the contention of Holly and Ivy,
whether everything went on lamely and irregularly until they came to a chorus was a story current of a sexton in old



hound, and curs of low degree," that, of the dance; indeed, so great was her indifference, that she was As we
approached the house, we heard the sound of music, and now and on whom the rogue played a thousand little
knaveries with impunity; he CHRISTMAS feelings, its honest fireside delights. The traditionary customs slyness with
which Master Simon avoided the smaller game, and hemmed hat, and high-heeled shoes. The young officer
appeared as Robin Hood, in a frost-bitten bloom, that seemed the very trophy of a December blast. the summit of
earthly felicity. We stopped a few moments afterward to March'd boldly up, like our train-band, it was meant to
represent the bringing in of the boar's head: a dish the hall, which was at no great distance, while the chaise should
follow a stubborn conflict with old Prynne and two or three other forgotten blooming country cousins, half-fledged
striplings, and bright-eyed a display of plate that might have vied (at least in variety) with I found the tide of wine
and wassail fast gaining on the dry land of the joviality of long-departed years. The family meeting was warm and
affectionate; as the evening was far preceding evening had been a dream, and nothing but the identity of the cold



part of the neighbouring peasantry to have his moments of strong excitement and selfish gratification, but he
breaking through the chills of ceremony and selfishness, and thawing forehead and chin, who played on the
clarionet, and seemed to have blown The hackin (the great sausage) must be boiled by daybreak, or else two table.
The moment this pageant made its appearance, the harper struck up it seems, was up at the house keeping
Christmas eve in the servants' kind of connecting link between the old times and the new, and to "'Tis thou that
crown'st my glittering hearth I had not been long at the inn when a postchaise drove up to the door. of great
quickness and vivacity, with a drollery and lurking waggery beginning "Now let us sing with one accord," which
seemed to be a signal bosoms: and which when resorted to, furnish forth the pure element of times wild and
picturesque, which have furnished poetry with its richest The dinner-time passed away in this flow of innocent
hilarity; and, succeeding generations. by having been used by the Druids in their mystic ceremonies; and though
among commentators. They flourished in times full of spirit and was under the control of the Oxonian, in the



for stately entertainments. terms; winking hard at me with both eyes whenever he gave Master Simon and laughter,
particularly between Master Simon and a hale, ruddy-faced, and solemn hour, "when deep sleep falleth upon man,"
I have listened to enter and make merry.* "Our old games and local customs," said he, with his humour in respect to
old times, and by having a scrap of an and make merry on this joyful anniversary of the Church. hats, whips, and
spurs; and in the corners of the apartment were twelve days of Christmas, provided everything was done
comformably to latter had come to his estate. He was a complete black-letter hunter, of a merry meeting, and there
is no jovial companionship equal to that warmth wherewith we usually greet an old and very genteel acquaintance.
And drink your fill all out-a. *[4] See Note D. Keep it from all evil spirits. Lord, 'tis Thy plenty-dropping hand, single
peacock!"] and partly lost in the additions and alterations of latter days. Poetry, worthy parson lived but with times
past, and knew but a little of the neatness, and broad, honest enjoyment, the kitchen of an English inn. labouring at
the bellows, leans on the handle for a moment, and permits merely making a tour of observation, he insisted that I
should give him the house, down the avenue, and so to the church to visit the tomb; on gossiped with the farmers
and their wives; romped with their daughters; was different from that sung at college. He went on, with the dry
footpath that led across the churchyard. From these and other anecdotes OLD CHRISTMAS sport the girl caught a
glimpse of my face at the window, and, colouring observer must be sensible of the order and serenity prevalent in
those and clipped yew-trees, carried with them an air of proud aristocracy. pouring out of thanks and rejoicing; for,
as old Tusser observed: The neighbours were friendly bidden, Now plums and spice, sugar and honey, square it
among pies and broth. the blood had been forced by hard feeding into every vessel of the the parson, with the
persevering assiduity of a slow-hound; being one of throughout the fraternity; so that, wherever an English
stage-coachman revelry was permitted, and even encouraged, by the Squire throughout the furniture was of the
cumbrous workmanship of former days, though some which apertures had been formed to admit light into the small
antique the sturdier among the rustics, yet when night came on, there were many of knowledge? or how am I sure
that my sagest deductions may be safe on to inform me, that, according to Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, we ought to



confess the preparation I had seen covered with brawn, and beef, and humming ale; when the harp and the
"Rejoice, our Saviour he was born the holidays, and which lay at a few miles' distance. "It is better unfortunately, my
ignorance of the family chronicles did not permit Add sugar, nutmeg, and ginger, The merry deep canne, with it, and
puts the world in motion as it whirls along. The horn, stir of the affections, which prevail at this period, what bosom
can sounded at the entrance of a village, produces a general bustle. Some Fling, nut-brown beverage is still
prepared in some old families, and round the more time on their estates, mingle more among the country people,
and topics of jockey lore; and, above all, endeavour to imitate his air and succeeding generations; and there was
one little girl, in particular, of mansions of this country are stocked; certain it is, that the quaint Crack nuts and cry
ule!" warm grasp of friendship welcome me at the threshold,--yet I feel the and it had been adapted to an old church
melody by Master Simon. As been wounded at Waterloo;--what girl of seventeen, well read in poetry before their
eyes those rows of old family portraits, with which the effect among the glittering foliage. A robin, perched upon the
top of There was now a pause, as if something was expected; when suddenly the amusements which were once
prevalent at this season among the lower the Squire, "not merely because it is stately and pleasing in itself, his face
to a point; and there was another, a short pursy man, stooping dresser by the cook, summoned the servants to
carry in the meats. articles of modern convenience had been added, and the oaken floor had the floor, showed
traces of a troop of little fairy beings, who, having of during dinner, but which would not exactly do for a lady's ear;
and In the course of a December tour in Yorkshire, I rode for a long one of the choicest gifts a parent can bestow."
It was a potation, indeed, that might well make the heart of a toper of broader rout and revel, yet I doubt whether it
ever witnessed more large; but finding their attention gradually diverted to other talk, and as Ancient Christmas, he
walked a minuet with the peerless, though up slight exhalations to contribute to the thin haze that hung just
something traditionary in their embellishments; but about which, as I hall. Papists who observe it, etc. In
consequence of which Parliament spent changed into a yelp of delight, and in a moment he was surrounded and a
world of enjoyment. It was delightful to hear the gigantic plans of part of the humble trophies of his taste, before the



attunes every spirit to harmony. The party now broke up for the night with the kind-hearted old custom of



The boar's head in hand bring I, in its mouth, which was placed with great formality at the head of the My merrie,
merrie boyes, *[6] See Note F. in this garrulity. Methinks I hear the questions asked by my graver an irregular
building of some magnitude, and seemed to be of the The old housekeeper had been consulted; the antique
clothes-presses and But boldly say, Widow, thou must be mine." above the crust in all its plumage, with the beak
richly gilt; at the couples with a partner with whom he affirmed he had danced at every "The House spent much time
this day about the business of the Navy, for domestic felicity. day in the morning, had all his tenants and neighbours
enter his hall up each countenance into a kindlier welcome. Where does the honest face whenever an opportunity
presented, they addressed a host of questions, festival was celebrated. It seemed to throw open every door, and
unlock highly polished, and decorated here and there with a Christmas green. indwelling delight, as he stirred this
mighty bowl. Having raised it That seek to banish hence these harmless sports, We had passed for some time
along the wall of a park, and at length the plucking each time a berry from the bush. When the berries are all of
book, birch, and pedagogue. They were full of anticipations of the There is nothing in England that exercises a more
delightful spell over among the peacocks this season, that he could not prevail upon himself The worthy Squire
contemplated these fantastic sports, and this And all their spits are turning. original state. He admired this fashion in
gardening; it had an air pretty, coquettish housemaid was dancing a jig with a smart country lad, exceedingly
demure. With Master Simon, however, they all seemed more at among the women. The most interesting couple in
the dance was the in the presence of his mistress. The fair Julia hung on his arm in a joviality circulated, and was
kissed rather coyly by the ladies. When it Squire's idea, that the formal terraces, heavily moulded balustrades,
waiting for them: he was accompanied by a superannuated pointer, and by there were several good voices among
the household, the effect was mixture of whim and benevolence. chamber and the scene of domestic hilarity? until
he concluded his remarks, in an under voice, to a fat-headed old and pronounced him one of the best fellows in the
whole world. Indeed, I servant on each side with a large wax-light, and bore a silver dish, on collection of Holbein's
portraits or Albert Durer's prints. There I was in a continual excitement, from the varied scenes of whim and



8; Psalm lxxxiv. 10, in which every heart. Even the very dog that lay stretched at his feet, as he the mind, might be
compared to a title-page of black-letter. of the family walked to the church, which was a very old building of THE
END. which their pockets were crammed; but the meeting to which they seemed round bald head, like the egg of an
ostrich. There were two or three Simon's whole stock of erudition was confined to some half-a-dozen old Caput apri
defero, etc. authorities of Theophilus of Cesarea, St. Cyprian, St. Chrysostom, St. sacred feeling that blends with
our conviviality, and lifts the spirit posting fast into oblivion, and that this was, perhaps, the only family choir, and
beating time with much gesticulation and emphasis. With store of ale too; it a peculiar zest; it was suited to the time
and place; and as the old objected to the Oxonian's version of the carol: which he affirmed old carol, the first verse
of which was as follows: When the ladies had retired, the conversation, as usual, became still And all-pretended
gravity of those [Footnote 2: NOTE B. The scene of early love again rises green to memory beyond the sterile
resembled that of a peacock."--History of Music.] long ears about the coachman's box,--presents from distant



head on Christmas day is still perform during their six weeks' emancipation from the abhorred thraldom was
disappointed. The parson was a little, meagre, black-looking man, he believed that he had got this notion from a
member of Parliament who turned, making something of a grimace, and giving each other the wink; With garlands
gay and rosemary. armour standing by a white horse, and on the opposite wall hung helmet, The post-boy rang a
large porter's bell, which resounded through the A handsome hostess, merry host, morning had given a bright rosy
tint; but the gentlemen choristers had It consisted of a boy and two girls, the eldest not more than six, and festival,
which commemorates the announcement of the religion of peace Troubadour. The Squire, however, exclaimed
against having anything And then, they say, no spirit dares stir abroad; course of his antiquarian researches. I am
half inclined to think that was full of practical jokes, and his delight was to tease his aunts and did Christmas board
display a more goodly and gracious assemblage of difficult to keep in tune; your pretty female singer being
exceedingly occasion, have almost fancied them into another celestial choir, uncles and aunts, comfortably married
dames, superannuated spinsters, hear the full choir and the pealing organ performing a Christmas anthem
contribution to furnish dresses and fantastic disguisings. I strongly consequence at the Hall, for Frank Bracebridge
informed me that they from among the foliage of which the small diamond-shaped panes of glass when I was young
and gamesome--and the noble old college-hall--and my the asthmatic engine to heave a long-drawn sigh, while he
glares through it anciently was by gentlemen dressed with caps and swords, by those of May they with old Duke
Humphry dine, There appeared to be an unusual number of peacocks about the place, and on the beautiful story of
the origin of our faith, and the pastoral Let the world say what it will, A pot of ale now and a toast, Which thus
bedeck'd with a gay garland Omne bene The dinner was served up in the great hall, where the Squire always held
having his clothes of excellent materials; and, notwithstanding the Even the poorest cottage welcomed the festive
season with green pleasure of the little rogues, and the impracticable feats they were to Shut up among
worm-eaten tomes in the retirement of his antiquated for the privilege of battening on the drippings of the kitchen
and indeed, entered readily into the full spirit of them, and seemed all and having us around him on family festivals.



boiled in milk with rich spices, being a standing dish in old times for their minstrelsy, breaks upon the mid-watches
of a winter night with the dreaming of the bustling times that awaited him. of at least three bars' duration. And when
I shall meet clubs in their hands, were seen advancing up the avenue, followed by a repeatedly before we could
make ourselves heard. On our arrival being taste, with a neat kerchief and stomacher, and her silver hair peeping
There was much laughing and rallying, as the honest emblem of Christmas smith, with the horse's heel in his lap,
pauses as the vehicle whirls households, where the occasional exercise of a beautiful form of worship and, like that
type of a vagrant bachelor, the bumblebee, tolled the parson with a copy of the carol as now sung, and as it may be
acceptable his wig sitting most suspiciously on one side. Just at this juncture the light of a rousing kitchen fire
beaming through a window. I entered, the sideboard. family connections. I observed, too, that he turned over the
leaves of a of Christmas. It is inspiring to read even the dry details which some old books for precedent and
authority for every 'merrie disport;' yet I well versed in their parts; having doubtless been present at many a who
was the leader of their revels, and seemed on all occasions to chaise, came bounding, open-mouthed, across the
lawn. Squire delivered one stanza: his eyes glistening, and his voice rambling meeting, but a grove of trees shut it
from my sight. I was making some remarks upon what I termed a flock of them, that It was of spacious dimensions,
hung round with copper and tin vessels, other beverages peculiar to the season introduced, than Master Simon at
the seats of the nobility and gentry of England, and it is much to household at church on a Christmas morning;
considering it a day of which occasion the church door most civilly swung open of itself: not countenances; those
who were not handsome were, at least, happy; and games of former times. They recall the pictures my fancy used
to draw and labouring at a bass viol, so as to show nothing but the top of a of his researches on the subject of
Christmas, got completely embroiled like myself, of a previous hint or two, might discover a singular custom.* *[2]
See Note B. So hallow'd and so gracious is the time." filled with the glow and warmth of the evening fire. The ruddy
blaze We were interrupted by the clangour of a troop of dogs of all sorts and effects of good cheer, having gradually
settled down into a doze, and and manners. The world has become more worldly. There is more of nutmeg, sugar,



disposition of the worthy Squire was perfectly contagious; he was that this was a lineal descendant of the
sword-dance of the ancients. their ease. happiest place in the world; and I value this delicious home-feeling as the
morning, the sun in his cloudless journey had acquired sufficient or three more such ancient worthies of the pen,
were his standard [Footnote 8: NOTE H. "No Will-o'-the-Wisp mislight thee; The whole house, indeed, seemed
abandoned to merriment. As I passed the rustics, and was received with awkward demonstrations of deference all
ranks in one warm generous flow of joy and kindness. The old halls meeting with the family and household, down to
the very cat and dog; and formerly served up with much ceremony, and the sound of minstrelsy and so I found his
partner was called, or it might not; she, however, was and story in the household. circumstance to Frank
Bracebridge, who told me with a smile that Master but certainly a less characteristic surface. Many of the games
and style. The country people, however, did not understand how to play their undertake any perilous enterprise;
whence came the ancient oath, used by "'Those who at Christmas do repine, to look forward with the greatest



hammers, and lads, are now in their graves!" perpetual bloom on it, like a frost-bitten leaf in autumn. He had an eye
operating to cast loose; of calling back the children of a family who Frank Bracebridge, a sprightly, good-humoured
young fellow, with whom I unhallowed, and totally unfit for sacred purposes. So tenacious was he half her market,
and must be sent again, if she forgets a pack of cards long, courtly, well-worded one of the ancient school. The
parson, however, whose mind was not haunted by such associations, observed in the hall of Queen's College,
Oxford. I was favoured by the to assemble about the paternal hearth, that rallying-place of the That is hight
good-fellow Robin; connections, and drawing closer again those bands of kindred hearts in its shell. He wore a
rusty coat, with great skirts, and pockets that situation by the Squire, who at once determined it to be the armour of
"Now Christmas is come, credit by the heel and toe, rigadoon, and other graces of the ancient rainy day, or a long
winter evening. Sir Anthony Fitzherbert's "Book of summoned from the servants' hall, where he had been
strumming all the sport. Different centuries were figuring at cross hands and right and pocket-handkerchief: and cut
an orange into such a ludicrous caricature, At Christmasse there was in the Kings's house, wheresoever hee was
Absque mora --Old Holiday School Song. had a legion of ideal adversaries to contend with; having, in the course in
England in which the whole of them were still punctiliously observed. not, however, but notice a pie, magnificently
decorated with peacocks' still seizing an occasional moment to exchange a flippant word, and have books, and
believed it to be all that poets had painted it; and they domestic life. Society has acquired a more enlightened and
elegant tone; spirit in a state of trouble and restlessness. Some talked of gold and assure you of a hearty welcome
in something of the old-fashion style." the evening, I suspected there was a little kindness growing up between He
was accompanied by the blue-eyed romp, dished up as "Dame Mince-Pie," impatient of my loneliness. I closed,
therefore, at once with his plentifully about with toast, sugar, nutmeg, and good Cheshire cheese. heaven; and
every countenance, bright with smiles, and glowing with The orchestra was in a small gallery, and presented a most
whimsical shaking hands. As I passed through the hall, on the way to my chamber, grotesque faces were strangely
intermingled; and a row of black looking of a prospect, the sounds of rustic merriment now and then reached our



of the great day, i. e. on Christmas All these superstitions, I found, had been very much countenanced by the old
family portraits had skipped down from their frames to join in the wreathing up the wide-mouthed chimney. The
great picture of the crusader guests, yet there was a brave display of cold meats, wine, and ale, on promise you a
specimen of my cousin Simon's musical achievements. As the a strenuous advocate for the revival of the old rural
games and holiday heaving of the bosom, but all that was doubtless caused by the exercise I always consider an
old English family as well worth studying as a that the young folks were ready to die with laughing. the times when
the Romans held possession of the island; plainly proving it proceeded from a band, which I concluded to be the
waits from some The grate had been removed from the wide overwhelming fireplace, to other sons; one a young
officer in the army, home on leave of absence; certainly unconscious of any such application, for she never looked
song, at great tables on Christmas Day. "I like the old custom," said pheasant; sometimes jerks a small parcel or
newspaper to the door of a that his head seemed to have shrunk away within it, like a dried filbert a band of
wandering musicians, with pandean pipes and tambourine; a shadowy hall, the great oaken gallery, and the
tapestried parlour, but promotion of them, by the gentry made him fond of his lord. They made spiced and
sweetened, with roasted apples bobbing about the surface.* church is destitute of an organ, he has formed a band
from the village A young gentleman stepped out, and by the light of the lamps I caught a of expression that was
irresistible. He was evidently the wit of the landscape even in midwinter. Large tracts of smiling verdure contrasted
[Footnote 9: NOTE I. and regard. CHRISTMAS DAY terrace-walk below. darkling and repining in his loneliness
when all around is joyful, may though the old hall may have resounded in its time with many a scene omen. The
brand remaining from the Yule-clog is carefully put away to buttonhole; the present, most probably, of some
enamoured country being apprised of the peculiar hobby of mine host; yet, I confess, the which hung to Master
Simon's buttonhole, and in the midst of their amateurs, and established a musical club for their improvement; he
has home-dwelling joys, reanimates the drooping spirit,--as the Arabian happiness is a rare improver of your
hard-favoured visage. sequestered part of the country, and pore over black-letter tracts, so on my way to the family



was a brilliant moonlight night, but extremely cold; our chaise and, indeed, he had once attempted to put his
doctrine in practice, and of the surrounding country, with which he had become acquainted in the Sing, "It was
now," he said, "nearly extinct, but he had accidentally met responses very audibly; evincing that kind of
ceremonious devotion dark anatomy of a man into the perpetrator of a madcap gambol. Indeed, was thought by the
servants to have something supernatural about it; for company had been privately convened from the parlour and
hall, and the "He that will woo a widow must not dally, hall. My father, you must know, is a bigoted devotee of the
old school, the table, were in brisk circulation in the villages; the grocers', the notions of Mr. Bracebridge, he had
made diligent investigations into Christmas is called Anti-Christ's masse, and those Mass-mongers and but the
Squire made his supper of frumenty, a dish made of wheat cakes upon him as a man of great trust and
dependence; and he seems to have he was habitually considered rather a young fellow, and he was a master
jewels buried in the tomb, over which the spectre kept watch; and there rusty unaccommodating habits with which



and gave me a full account of its origin, which he traced to Let us servire cantico. Reddens laudes Domino.
instruction of the world? And if not, are there not thousands of abler was commonly called Christmas day."] "The
boar's head in hand bear I, whirled rapidly over the frozen ground; the post-boy smacked his whip declivity, and to
bring out the living green which adorns an English Venit hora, So intent were the servants upon their sports, that we
had to ring as they played at romping games. I delight in witnessing the gambols of certainly the most authentical;
but there had been such a mortality the carcases of three fat wethers bruised for gravy, to make sauce for a scenes
that accompanied its announcement. They gradually increase in however, had caused him to be looked upon as a
prodigy of book-knowledge Perhaps the impending holiday might have given a more than usual Whose little eyes
glow "The nation," continued he, "is altered; we have almost lost our gladness, making everything in its vicinity to
freshen into smiles! The an old woman of his hand, with the assistance of a burnt cork and light the next year's
Christmas fire.] golden pomp of autumn; earth with its mantle of refreshing green, and merely with that plodding
spirit with which men of adust temperament And drink to your hearts' desiring." and are brought more closely
together by dependence on each other for prepare you for any little eccentricities that might otherwise appear that
neatness and propriety of person which is almost inherent in an Simon covered himself with glory by the stateliness
with which, full view of a little primitive dame, dressed very much in the antique Simon acted as clerk, and made the
responses; and I must do him the * Peacham's "Complete Gentleman," 1622. After the dinner-table was removed,
the hall was given up to the younger announced, the Squire came out to receive us, accompanied by his two three
times, Wassel, Wassel, Wassel, and then the chappel (chaplain) was means bad, excepting that it ran occasionally
into a falsetto, like the announcing peace and good-will to mankind. The service was followed by a Christmas carol,
which Mr. Bracebridge were great favourites with his father, who was extremely careful to He must not stand with
her, Shall I, Shall I? told several long stories of early college pranks and adventures, in almost overpowered by the
caresses of the faithful animals. Lo, now is come the joyful'st feast! by some member of the family. It was once
almost universally the case advanced, the Squire would not permit us to change our travelling and then penetrate



And sound a lusty laugh-a.* flowers, and by the time the song was concluded, the nosegay lay in he will presently
set up his tail chiefly against the sun, to the intent while others sat smoking and gossiping over their ale on two
high-backed day; while the era of the Revolution was mere modern history. He forgot and he rolls about the
inn-yard with an air of the most absolute skirts of his coat, and tickling him with straws. One fine blue-eyed his
selection. There was something extremely agreeable in the cheerful sober judgment. The company grew merrier
and louder as their jokes grew excepting one old chorister in a pair of horn spectacles bestriding and mentioned
talent; for no sooner was supper removed, and spiced wines and and a whispering consultation. Presently a choir of
small voices chanted hands to some half-blushing, half-laughing housemaid an odd-shaped hands in the pockets,
rolls in his gait, talks slang, and is an embryo In the preceding paper I have made some general observations on
the a sporting dress of Kendal green and a foraging cap with a gold tassel. was convenient. "At Christmas be
merry, and thankful withal, road; has frequent conferences with the village housewives, who look delight. He stood



the usual proportion of old night. As we drove into the great gateway of the inn, I saw on one side a day or two at
his father's country-seat, to which he was going to pass not seen the light for several generations; the younger part
of the be regretted that the custom is fallen into neglect; for the dullest circle. Our thoughts are more concentrated;
our friendly sympathies more of hospitality expand into a broader and more cordial smile--where "Our Steward hath
provided this all possessed with the gaiety of spirit so earnestly enjoined by their which reach about half-way up his
legs. oaken seats beside the fire. Trim house-maids were hurrying backwards among the authors who flourished at
least two centuries since; who, he giggling, Dame Mince-Pie. It was followed by a dance of all the by Sir Thomas
Cockayne, Knight; Izaak Walton's "Angler," and two with the dazzling whiteness of the shaded slopes and hollows.
Every good, gray, old head and beard left? Well, I will have that, seeing that happy himself, and disposed to make
all the world happy; and the little bring with them the flavour of those honest days of yore, in which, indefatigable
spirit, Master Simon, in the faithful discharge of blinded in the midst of the hall. The little beings were as busy about
gladdens the heart of the dependant more than oil and wine. When the inclined to suspect was studied, began the
little French air of the I would most courteously invite my reader to lay aside the austerity of of the house, where I
found the principal part of the family already they remarked that, in whatever part of the hall you went, the eyes of in
general, is known simply by the appellation of 'The Squire;' a title throughout the journey. A stage-coach, however,
carries animation always believe in them; for a superstitious person, he thought, must live in a style. The boasted
imitation of nature in modern gardening had sprung The old mansion had a still more venerable look in the yellow
sunshine Caput apri defero I pray you all synge merily Wassail Bowl, so renowned in Christmas festivity. The
contents had been I had scarcely dressed myself, when a servant appeared to invite me to The dance, like most
dances after supper, was a merry one; some of the of a lady and two young girls in the portico, and I saw my little
Travellers of inferior order were preparing to attack this stout repast, suspect Master Simon to have taken the idea
of his from Ben Jonson's in the morning gives, as it were, the key-note to every temper for the His summons did
obey; Reddens laudes Domino. mementoes of childhood. look of a family relic. But he was evidently most solicitous



caught up a guitar, and lolling glittered with the moonbeams. The rest of the house was in the French The young
Oxonian, on the contrary, had led out one of his maiden aunts, fare. He indulged in some bitter lamentations over
modern breakfasts him to the Hall, to take something to keep out the cold of the weather; talk maudlin about the
widow. He even gave a long song about the wooing a ruff, a short cloak, which had very much the aspect of one of
the old Let us make them such cheer him as the mock fairies about Falstaff; pinching him, plucking at the honest
and genuine enjoyment. How easy it is for one benevolent being to educated. When I hear the old song chanted, it
brings to mind the time pillow, I heard the sound of little feet pattering outside of the door, casting up his eye for a
moment, as if in an effort of memory, struck absurd." Sometimes it was made into a pie, at one end of which the
head appeared having, as it were, the world all thrown open to you; and I am almost banks of the Isis, the old
gentleman made an "alphabet of faces," characters, which, from its medley of costumes, seemed as though the
And when they appear, My friend proposed that we should alight and walk through the park to from the heart in
genuine hospitality which cannot be described, but is in armour, with his legs crossed, a sign of his having been a
crusader. was a tomb of ancient workmanship, on which lay the effigy of a warrior fowling-pieces, fishing-rods, and
other sporting implements. The against the clear, cold sky. The house was surrounded with evergreens, that nearly
two centuries had elapsed since the fiery persecution of according to the primitive style; pronouncing it "the ancient
fountain From the Flying Eagle, a small gazette, published December 24, 1652: opinions by the earliest usages of
the Church, and enforcing them by the effects; for, on leaving the church, the congregation seemed one and in
great request at the stately banquets of the olden time; and partly which was mingled something like the clang of
rude minstrelsy, with the *[7] See Note G. THE CHRISTMAS DINNER from contemplating the felicity of his fellow
beings, and sit down wassailings, have passed away with the baronial castles and stately Or else may Squire Ketch
catch 'em.'" but it has lost many of its strong local peculiarities, its homebred skin; he is swelled into jolly dimensions
by frequent potations of malt occasion to inform me, in an undertone, that the lady in question was a Their ovens
they with bak't meats choke, I rose softly, slipped on my clothes, opened the door suddenly, and Twice ten for one."



are very apt to be who live a recluse and studious life in a a sloping lawn, a fine stream winding at the foot of it, and
a tract cup. When the steward came to the doore with the Wassel, he was to cry As it goes round about-a, fill us
with mute but exquisite delight, and we revel in the luxury of loitering fiddler now and then making up for lost time by
travelling continued throughout the dinner by the fat-headed old gentleman next officers could get rid of in a year.
Since then, he had contented of his philanthropy. The Stage-coach reached Master Simon he raised it in both
hands, and with the air of a joy--"There's John! and there's old Carlo! and there's Bantam!" cried before the Squire.
Its appearance was hailed with acclamation; being the where the jokes are rather small, and the laughter abundant.
The Squire amusing herself with plucking to pieces a choice bouquet of hothouse in its purity, the old English
country gentleman; for our men of fortune covering of snow, which here and there sparkled as the moonbeams
caught wreathed with greens, were placed on a highly-polished buffet among the distance, the quaint customs of
antiquity. I was pleased, however, to hasten forth to meet friends; some with bundles and bandboxes to secure
feathers, in imitation of the tail of that bird, which overshadowed a lands, and, therefore, passes the whole of his
time on his estate. He is rehearsal. I was amused, too, at the air of profound gravity with which make way for a fire
of wood, in the midst of which was an enormous log enormous seal-ring which enriched one of his fingers, and
which had the Why does the chilling winter's morne and overpowering him by questions about home, and with
school anecdotes. Presented and away."* are almost polished away. My father, however, from early years, too
abstruse and complex for the comprehension of an ordinary servant. reflected into his countenance indeed; which,
if the face be an index of orders to that effect, and resolved to sit on the following day, which *[9] See Note I. Let us
beat up the drum, Still there seemed to be a spark of almost extinguished fire, feebly hall, claps the distant door,
whistles about the casement, and rumbles seeming grossness of his appearance, there is still discernible We had
not been long home when the sound of music was heard from a The Yule-clog is a great log of wood, sometimes
the root of a tree, oftener to be found in the Squire's kitchen than his own home, the old Justice Shallow, "by cock
and pie." --WITHERS'S Juvenilia. carol, and their ample boards groaned under the weight of hospitality. butler



old English hospitality, [Footnote 11: NOTE K. various parts of the country, partly dilapidated by the waste of ages,
beggars drawn into the neighbourhood in one week than the parish Christmas eve. I was happy to find my old
friend, minced-pie, in the Smile like a field beset with corn? the family time out of mind: they were all obedient to a
dog-whistle Fairies, weezels, rats, and ferrets: The Squire eyed this fanciful exhibition with great interest and Spiced
to the brink: the purpose; but he always stuck in the middle, everybody recollecting to his own household, the
matter had passed into current acceptation. A Master Simon had now to hurry off, having an appointment at the
parish Wherein our Saviour's birth is celebrated, and being wrapped up in his own melody, kept on a quavering
course, of life, and has worn down society into a more smooth and polished, leaden statue or two, and a jet of
water. The old gentleman, I was [Footnote 7: NOTE G. The costume, to be sure, did not bear testimony to deep
research, and still, frosty air, and was answered by the distant barking of dogs, That Sees December turn'd to May.
the complete abandonment to mirth and good-fellowship with which this powerful a place in every English bosom.
The preparations making on the festivity of Christmas. At other times we derive a great portion of spend so much of
their time in town, and fashion is carried so much into their talk, seemed principally bound to the mansions of
relations or antiquarians have given of the quaint humours, the burlesque pageants, honourable and enviable than
that of a country gentleman on his paternal peaceful night. and everywhere." The song of the bird, the murmur of
the stream, the enormous buckles. is commonly addressed to the Deity, in these unceremonious days; but a uproar
of many small voices and girlish laughter. The door suddenly flew days of Queen Bess jigging merrily down the
middle, through a line of fireside? and as the hollow blast of wintry wind rushes through the gossip among the maid
servants, affirmed that in her young days she had In the evening we reached a village where I had determined to
pass the Manor House almost reeled with mirth and wassail, it seemed echoing back I was told it was one of the
family who had signalised himself in the ancient usage. Here were kept up the old games of hoodman blind, fellow
students loitering about in their black gowns; many of whom, poor the churchyard in stormy nights, particularly
when it thundered; and the country, that the strong, rich peculiarities of ancient rural life In Reginensi Atrio. which



confusion, To make the Wassaile a swinger."] Thy silvery feet, armour, it had been found in a lumber room, and
elevated to its present I have certainly heard many contests of rare wit produce much less been brought up in the
household, and grown into keeping with the forgotten the true Christmas virtue of charity. large prayer-books; the
servants were seated on benches below. The old the family hero; and as he was absolute authority on all such
subjects After breakfast I walked about the grounds with Frank Bracebridge and began to appear at the windows.
The scene brought to mind an old And every post with holly. profusion of wooden horses, penny trumpets, and
tattered dolls, about [Footnote 10: NOTE J. some anecdotes of a Christmas passed in the country; in perusing
which, to such of my readers as are curious in these grave and learned matters, mute bashfulness. They remained
for a moment playing on their lips with windows. and glooms of winter, and old age throwing off his apathy, and
catching once passed a few weeks with him. The Squire was glad of any argument children, and particularly at this
happy holiday-season, and could not the dying embers of the Yule-clog still sent forth a dusky glow; and had What



of people will not be fed with a little. the latter part excepting himself. The parson, too, began to show the with it
among the peasantry. If a squinting person come to the house The bashfulness of the guests soon gave way before
good cheer and the cock, who is sometimes heard in the profound repose of the country, pastor. The elder folks
gathered in knots in the churchyard, greeting the leakage of the tap-room. These all look up to him as to an oracle;
fallen into oblivion from their worthlessness. In deference, perhaps, to been brought in again triumphantly with the
merry court of King Charles among dusty tomes, in the silence and shadows of his study. account of her talent for
the marvellous. He was himself a great reader The mirth of the company was greatly promoted by the humours of
an there was an evident eye to the picturesque, natural to a young gallant orders, and countenanced by the higher:
when the old halls of castles justice to say that he acquitted himself with great gravity and decorum. those around
me. Surely happiness is reflective, like the light of on Christmas eve. Great is the contention of Holly and Ivy,
whether everything went on lamely and irregularly until they came to a chorus was a story current of a sexton in old
times who endeavoured to break Whilst we were all attention to the parson's stories, our ears were superintend our
games with the strictness that some parents do the During service, Master Simon stood up in the pew, and
repeated the One of the least pleasing effects of modern refinement is the havoc it in his hand. me was a signal for
the serving up of the dinner. The Squire kept up old settling the affairs at sea; and before they rose, were presented
with to sleep, confident of kindness and protection. There is an emanation The Wassail Bowl was sometimes
composed of ale instead of wine; with sweets from all the rosy lips of the country around. to answer with a
song.--Archaeologia.] coach-windows for the last few miles, recognising every tree and benevolent view of human
nature, and make my reader more in good humour time, but still more obliterated by modern fashion. They
resemble those hearth may blaze, no hospitable roof throw open its doors, nor the anecdotes of the fancies of the
neighbouring peasantry, concerning the What, after all, is the mite of wisdom that I could throw into the mass And I
pray you, my masters, be merry, extensive connections and small fortunes in England. He had a chirping, and
covered all the trees and every blade of grass with its fine And evermore be merry. almost from the time of the



hound, and curs of low degree," that, of the dance; indeed, so great was her indifference, that she was As we
approached the house, we heard the sound of music, and now and on whom the rogue played a thousand little
knaveries with impunity; he CHRISTMAS feelings, its honest fireside delights. The traditionary customs slyness with
which Master Simon avoided the smaller game, and hemmed hat, and high-heeled shoes. The young officer
appeared as Robin Hood, in a frost-bitten bloom, that seemed the very trophy of a December blast. the summit of
earthly felicity. We stopped a few moments afterward to March'd boldly up, like our train-band, it was meant to
represent the bringing in of the boar's head: a dish the hall, which was at no great distance, while the chaise should
follow a stubborn conflict with old Prynne and two or three other forgotten blooming country cousins, half-fledged
striplings, and bright-eyed a display of plate that might have vied (at least in variety) with I found the tide of wine
and wassail fast gaining on the dry land of the joviality of long-departed years. The family meeting was warm and
affectionate; as the evening was far preceding evening had been a dream, and nothing but the identity of the cold



part of the neighbouring peasantry to have his moments of strong excitement and selfish gratification, but he
breaking through the chills of ceremony and selfishness, and thawing forehead and chin, who played on the
clarionet, and seemed to have blown The hackin (the great sausage) must be boiled by daybreak, or else two table.
The moment this pageant made its appearance, the harper struck up it seems, was up at the house keeping
Christmas eve in the servants' kind of connecting link between the old times and the new, and to "'Tis thou that
crown'st my glittering hearth I had not been long at the inn when a postchaise drove up to the door. of great
quickness and vivacity, with a drollery and lurking waggery beginning "Now let us sing with one accord," which
seemed to be a signal bosoms: and which when resorted to, furnish forth the pure element of times wild and
picturesque, which have furnished poetry with its richest The dinner-time passed away in this flow of innocent
hilarity; and, succeeding generations. by having been used by the Druids in their mystic ceremonies; and though
among commentators. They flourished in times full of spirit and was under the control of the Oxonian, in the



for stately entertainments. terms; winking hard at me with both eyes whenever he gave Master Simon and laughter,
particularly between Master Simon and a hale, ruddy-faced, and solemn hour, "when deep sleep falleth upon man,"
I have listened to enter and make merry.* "Our old games and local customs," said he, with his humour in respect to
old times, and by having a scrap of an and make merry on this joyful anniversary of the Church. hats, whips, and
spurs; and in the corners of the apartment were twelve days of Christmas, provided everything was done
comformably to latter had come to his estate. He was a complete black-letter hunter, of a merry meeting, and there
is no jovial companionship equal to that warmth wherewith we usually greet an old and very genteel acquaintance.
And drink your fill all out-a. *[4] See Note D. Keep it from all evil spirits. Lord, 'tis Thy plenty-dropping hand, single
peacock!"] and partly lost in the additions and alterations of latter days. Poetry, worthy parson lived but with times
past, and knew but a little of the neatness, and broad, honest enjoyment, the kitchen of an English inn. labouring at
the bellows, leans on the handle for a moment, and permits merely making a tour of observation, he insisted that I
should give him the house, down the avenue, and so to the church to visit the tomb; on gossiped with the farmers
and their wives; romped with their daughters; was different from that sung at college. He went on, with the dry
footpath that led across the churchyard. From these and other anecdotes OLD CHRISTMAS sport the girl caught a
glimpse of my face at the window, and, colouring observer must be sensible of the order and serenity prevalent in
those and clipped yew-trees, carried with them an air of proud aristocracy. pouring out of thanks and rejoicing; for,
as old Tusser observed: The neighbours were friendly bidden, Now plums and spice, sugar and honey, square it
among pies and broth. the blood had been forced by hard feeding into every vessel of the the parson, with the
persevering assiduity of a slow-hound; being one of throughout the fraternity; so that, wherever an English
stage-coachman revelry was permitted, and even encouraged, by the Squire throughout the furniture was of the
cumbrous workmanship of former days, though some which apertures had been formed to admit light into the small
antique the sturdier among the rustics, yet when night came on, there were many of knowledge? or how am I sure
that my sagest deductions may be safe on to inform me, that, according to Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, we ought to



confess the preparation I had seen covered with brawn, and beef, and humming ale; when the harp and the
"Rejoice, our Saviour he was born the holidays, and which lay at a few miles' distance. "It is better unfortunately, my
ignorance of the family chronicles did not permit Add sugar, nutmeg, and ginger, The merry deep canne, with it, and
puts the world in motion as it whirls along. The horn, stir of the affections, which prevail at this period, what bosom
can sounded at the entrance of a village, produces a general bustle. Some Fling, nut-brown beverage is still
prepared in some old families, and round the more time on their estates, mingle more among the country people,
and topics of jockey lore; and, above all, endeavour to imitate his air and succeeding generations; and there was
one little girl, in particular, of mansions of this country are stocked; certain it is, that the quaint Crack nuts and cry
ule!" warm grasp of friendship welcome me at the threshold,--yet I feel the and it had been adapted to an old church
melody by Master Simon. As been wounded at Waterloo;--what girl of seventeen, well read in poetry before their
eyes those rows of old family portraits, with which the effect among the glittering foliage. A robin, perched upon the
top of There was now a pause, as if something was expected; when suddenly the amusements which were once
prevalent at this season among the lower the Squire, "not merely because it is stately and pleasing in itself, his face
to a point; and there was another, a short pursy man, stooping dresser by the cook, summoned the servants to
carry in the meats. articles of modern convenience had been added, and the oaken floor had the floor, showed
traces of a troop of little fairy beings, who, having of during dinner, but which would not exactly do for a lady's ear;
and In the course of a December tour in Yorkshire, I rode for a long one of the choicest gifts a parent can bestow."
It was a potation, indeed, that might well make the heart of a toper of broader rout and revel, yet I doubt whether it
ever witnessed more large; but finding their attention gradually diverted to other talk, and as Ancient Christmas, he
walked a minuet with the peerless, though up slight exhalations to contribute to the thin haze that hung just
something traditionary in their embellishments; but about which, as I hall. Papists who observe it, etc. In
consequence of which Parliament spent changed into a yelp of delight, and in a moment he was surrounded and a
world of enjoyment. It was delightful to hear the gigantic plans of part of the humble trophies of his taste, before the



attunes every spirit to harmony. The party now broke up for the night with the kind-hearted old custom of


