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Specific risks factors for migrant
workers

Migrant workers often find jobs with a variety of health and safety risks
because of language barriers. They work with low language proficiency in
factory and have difficulty understanding occupational health for assistance.

Communicable diseases are by no means the only health problem to which
migrants appear to be highly susceptible.

In addition, the number of industrials accidents and injuries is higher among
migrants workers.
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A “migrant worker” is defined in the International Labor Organization (ILO) asa
person who migrates from one country to another (or who has migrated from one
country to another) with a view to being employed other than on his own

account, and includes any person regularly admitted as a migrant for
employment .
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Current population demographics

P Migrant Workers in the United States specially in the state of Oklahoma
WORKER DEMOGRAPHICS : Of th
States, more than half are from
United States in the past decad

age (18 to 64 years old)
2020 )

e foreign-born individuals living in the United
Latin America and almost 40% entered the .
e. Most of these recent immigrants are working
and 95% live in metropolitan areas(U.S. Census Bureau

i

In the state of Oklahoma there are more than 150 thousands migrant
workers : comprised 8 percent of the labor force in 2018
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he United States was built, in part, by immigrants—and the nation has ong

been the beneficiary of the new energy and ingenuity that immigrants
Today, 14 percent of the nation’s residents are foreign-born. Immigrant
up significant shares of the U.S. workforce in a range of industries, accoun
for over a third of all farming, fishing, and forestry workers.
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Economic concerns

»  Migrant workers face many challenges including modern slavery, discrimination,
contract violations, abuse and exploitation, and unsafe working conditions, which
are often dirty, demeaning, and dangerous. The challenges that millions of migrant

workers face, especially those in low-skilled jobs, severely affect their physical
and mental health.

» Furthermore, migrant workers might not have access to health care— Not all
migrants are provided health insurance coverage by their employers.

» Workers who lack legal authorization to work are arguably most susceptible to
negative health outcomes. In a survey of more than 4,000 workers in low-wage
jobs in Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York, researchers found tha_t um_:!ocumented

workers were more than two times as likely to experience wage violations

compared with documented workers( Annual review public health 2018).
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Psychosocial concerns

P Migrants conditions include inadequate access to health, housing, water,
sanitation and other basic services. Limited access to information due to
language and cultural barriers, coupled with the marginalization o

f migrant
communities, place them amongst the hardest to reach populations when
information is disseminated.

Undocumented migrants, in particular, are often excluded from national
programs for health promotion, disease prevention, treatment and care, or

social protection schemes for facilitating their access to health and social
_services.





