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Japanese girls are experiencing a new Jreedom in living—
new ways of dressing, new customs in love and marriage. They find
they like it, but many Japanese men ask, “What was
wrong with the old ways?”’

i By James A. Michener

,. South Pacific,” “The Bridges at Toko-Ri,” “Sayonara,” etc.

. pAY a pretty ing a heavy head of hair so that it
rl of 19 named looked like a wig, she ran her fingers

n joined with  through her Audrey Hepburn bob.
Is in a revolu- Then she pulled on some bobby sox.
apan. ~ pushed her feet into saddle shoes and
tead of dress-  daubed her smiling lips with bright
imono as her red lipstick.
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she said, “I'm afraid you're wrong.”

One of these days Keiko-san will
announce to her astonished parents
taat she has fallen in love with a boy
of her own choice and is going to
marry him.

That isn’t all! When she comes of
age lovely Keiko-san will vote—and
possibly even run for office herself.
Before the war she could have done
neither of these things.

The magnitude of Keiko-san’s
revolution has astounded Japan, be-
wildered Japanese men and given
the entire free world a shot in the
arm. More about that late
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Keiko-san’s family life would alg,
have been rigorously defined. She
could not divorce her husband eve
if he took extra “wives,” but he cuuﬂ
divorce her for inconsequential rea-
sons, and usually he kept the chil-
dren. If her husband died intestate,
she could not succeed to his prop-
erty. Nor was it proper for her to
remarry.

But it was custom, not law, that
was most binding. She would have
been kept at home, would rarely
have appeared with her husband in
public, and would have belonged to
no association of women “lest con-
fusing ideas distract them.”

On the other hand, Keiko’s job
would have been simple: “Keep
your husband happy and raise lots
of boys,” whom she was obliged to
spoil outrageously. Of course if she
were unlucky enough to have only
girls, she could depend upon her
friends never to mention the fact, at
least not in public.

One of Japan’s finest classical
plays portrays the ideal Japanese
woman. Her husband has taken up
with a teahouse girl, so she laments,
“The fault must be mine. Eitherﬁ
was an unsatisfactory wife or I ha
unwittingly done something to dis-
please my good husband. Otherwise

he ‘would not have disgraced him-

by his present behavior. But
: he has done so, the least I can




of women generals who led
husband’s troops to battle.
ose lusty women of ancient Ja-
- would have dismissed with dis-
: the simpering, frightened crea-
s who became the style in feudal
an and who set a pattern for fe-
behavior which was to last for
than three centuries.

en in 1945 Gen. Douglas Mac-
hur, in a series of dramatic laws,
ed the freedom of women. The
ts shook Japan worise than the
3 earthquake and the islands
e not yet recovered.

d 39 women to
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Women were allowed to hold pre-
fectural (state) offices, and soon they
had won ¢85 jobs.

They were told, “You can serve on
boards of education, commissions,
municipal bodies.” They quickly
nailed down 50,000 positions.

Co-education on the college level
became widespread and enrollments
shot up. They were free to teach boy
students in high schools and thou-
sands began to earn a good living.
Women had worked in industry be-
fore the war, but now they went to
work in earnest: soon 16,400,000 shy

little girls had grabbed off 41 percent
of all the jobs in Japan. Next they
began to own and run businesses.
Once started, the MacArthur
olution knew no bounds
are many wise critics,
Western alike, who
only lasting reform
Americans wer
this upheaval in
“Their freed

~
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Most striking, however, has been
the effect on marriage customs. A re-
cent interview with 100 college gir
showed that more than 70 expect to
pick out their own husbands rather

than leave the job to their parents. .
Even in Kyoto, long a refuge of :
ancient ways, girls insist upon their |

right to date boys prior to marriage. '

Oldsters are shocked to see couples

holding hands in public. Confided

one dark-haired beauty, “Today we

can even kiss—the way Grace Kelly

does.” The modern woman can sue

for divorce, and of the last 621,000

divorces granted, 71 percent had

been initiated by women. To the

astonishment of the nation, in %5 per- -

cent of these cases wronged wives re-

ed custody of their children. But

1at was more startling, some of the

rcees, including those with chil-

i, actually remarried. “Pretty

"a determined woman prophe-

- even widows will be able to re-
L]

own introduction into the new

of the Japanese woman was

g- For several years one of my

f joys in visiting Japan has been

chance to see my young G. i

d, John Chandler, and his lovely
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B0 My st vigit 1o Tokyo all
- hell hag broken loose in the Clzand-
N ler household, Ol man Ito was
B shouting, “Dam, General Mac-
i Arthur! He’s to blame for this.”
- “Blame for what?” | asked.
“My wife’s getting a divorce]” he
bellowed.

60’s, had sued for divorce, |
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recently alnounced, “We have con-

cluded th

that none of us would marry
d Woman who spoke up in meetings.

d remain silent as in

olitical strategists have already
€gun maneuvers which would cut
down the number of women in the

Diet. Instead of electing some mem-
bers of th

€ upper house on a nation-
wide basis, which insures some
women members, the drive is for
more intimat

€ constituencies “in
which men can visit every voter and
thus retain all seats.” From 39
women members in the lower house
in 1946, the number has dropped to
eight in the present session.

Business firms are also helping to

whip the new-style woman into line.

i)l Mrs. Sumiko Tanaka, who
acted as an observer before the
Nations Committee on the
of Women, confesses, “Firms
EGUN to reject women who are

graduates. So the girls have
t married—many of them in

i -‘ 2 old way. They refer to this sar-

' as ‘our retreat to feudal-

“teaching at one of Japan’s
universities, reports, “It was
1g. Sumiko-san was the
nt I have ever taught any-
s she seemed to
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public? And maybe lose a chance of
getting married?”
Japanese psychologists have begun
to warn the new women publicly:
“You are fooling yourselves. You
want freedom and modern kitchens
like in America. But what do the
women of America want? Having
had freedom they now find that
what they really need is the security
of a home and a family.” Studies are
being made showing that marriages
arranged by parents usually work
out better than those contracted new-
style, and amateur philosophers
everywhere are trying to convince
Japan that “the old-style Japanese
wife was the luckiest woman in the
world —and didn’t know it.”
This year I witnessed an
incident in the men’s co revolu-
tion. An enlightened fa
hired ten large b
workers on the :
ing picnic, wh
men of Japan

quired
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the girl’s mother-in
visit her son.

“What's this?” she stormed.

“A bed,” the young wife ex-
plained.

“Whose bed ?”

“Mine,” the girl confessed.

“Take it out!” the older woman
commanded. “No girl is going to
sleep higher than my son.”

On two points the traditionalists
are correct. “The new-style woman
you hear so much about” one of
them told me, “lives only in the big
cities. In rural Japan things are go-
ing along just about as they always
did. There a man is still boss.”

The other point is that the new
woman has emerged under the pro-
tection of the American occupation.
Even women realize that if hard

er  times and unemployment come,

they will be forced back into the old
terns.
But although the pressures against
dom are strong, the forces sup-
ng women grow each day more
verful. Champion of women’s
rights is a courageous warrior,
s Fusae Ichikawa, a member of
an’s upper house. Councilor Ichi-
wa is a bouncy, gray-haired,
veedy woman of 63 who acts and
s like an embattled American
sfiragette of the early 1900’s. One of
g . ple:asant experiences in
ng this vital woman,

-law happened to }ﬂ

-
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in kccplng with the progress made
In the feminine world.”

oday boys reared in the old pat-
terns often run jpe, trouble. Girls

! 1plomats e bcginning to ask, when they
- Wives €2 practjce of takip, th meet a boy who wants a date, “Are
OVerseas with ther Mg €Ir  youg Dew-style man or 4 feudalist?”
€ demap g it. And when odern  If he replies the latter, no date
:gners here ip [}a‘gzsms_ In the argumen; that storms across
'€ our wives, too» ¢ Japan the most jm

1 portant aspect is
‘ rarely mentioned: the freedom
comj ' ' L ;

'Ng evident.  which Women have won will prob-

. ; ably save Japan from Communism.
Y (t)c?eb{e 3?2131;?1 vel_gt; socfwl- hrpughout Asia many countries
Zner to live 1, ok e fora ea(ll;‘s— have f:li)her fallen to Communism or
Ol aver 1. E O Y7 seem about to do so partly because
- . fneetng a wife at dip- € women of those countries could
see in old patterns absolutely no
e for a decent life. Communists
thus count upon 50 percent of
ulation —the women, that is
port any kind of revolution
might improve their lot.
Asia, Communists are whis-
When we take over your
things will be better.”
apan this whispering cam-
no appeal. Fighting Miss
an reply, “We have won
. Now our only job is to
- Communists can offer

1y one is beginning
€t Wives, some of whom s;

cxcellent English. “No matter
ull the conversation gets,”
td me, “T still find it

g about refurnish-

day—about



