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160 Part Five ° 1848 and Nationalism

the few among you whose circumstances are some-
what better, and to whom a sojourn in foreign lands
has afforded more liberal means of education, can
do it, and therefore ought to do it. And these few,
once imbued with the true principles upon which the
education of a people depends, will be enough to
spread them among the thousands as a guide for
their path and a protection from the fallacies and the
false doctrines which will come to waylay them.
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Duties to Country

Your first Duties—first, at least, in importance—
are, as I have told you, to Humanity. You are men
before you are citizens or fathers. If you do not em-
brace the whole human family in your love, if you
do not confess your faith in its unity—consequent
on the unity of God—and in the brotherhood of the
Peoples who are appointed to reduce that unity to
fact—if wherever one of your fellowmen groans,
wherever the dignity of human nature is violated by
falsehood or tyranny, you are not prompt, being
able, to succour that wretched one, or do not feel
yourself called, being able, to fight for the purpose
of relieving the deceived or oppressed—you disobey
your law of life, or do not comprehend the religion
which will bless the future.

But what can each of you, with his isolated pow-
ers, do for the moral improvement, for the progress
of Humanity? You can, from time to time, give ster-
ile expression to your belief; you may, on some rare
occasion, perform an act of charity to a brother not
belonging to your own land, no more. Now, charity
is not the watchword of the future faith. The watch-
word of the future faith is association, fraternal co-
operation towards a common aim, and this is as
much superior to charity as the work of many unit-
ing to raise with one accord a building for the habi-
tation of all together would be superior to that
which you would accomplish by raising a separate
hut each for himself, and only helping one another
by exchanging stones and bricks and mortar. But di-
vided as you are in language tendencies, habits, and
capacities, you cannot attempt this common work.
The individual is too weak, and Humanity too vast.

My God, prays the Breton mariner as he puts out to
sea, protect me, my ship is so little, and Thy ocean so
great! And this prayer sums up the condition of each
of you, if no means is found of multiplying your
forces and your powers of action indefinitely. But
God gave you this means when he gave you a Coun-
try, when, like a wise overseer of labour, who dis-
tributes the different parts of the work according to
the capacity of the workmen, he divided Humanity
into distinct groups upon the face of our globe, and
thus planted the seeds of nations. Bad governments
have disfigured the design of God, which you may
see clearly marked out, as far, at least, as regards Eu-
rope, by the courses of the great rivers, by the lines
of the lofty mountains, and by other geographical
conditions; they have disfigured it by conquest, by
greed, by jealousy of the just sovereignty of others;
disfigured it so much that to-day there is perhaps no
nation except England and France whose confines
correspond to this design. They did not, and they do
not, recognise any country except their own families
and dynasties, the egoism of caste. But the divine de-
sign will infallibly be fulfilled. Natural divisions, the
mnate spontaneous tendencies of the peoples will re-
place the arbitrary divisions sanctioned by bad gov-
ernments. The map of Europe will be remade. The
Countries of the People will rise, defined by the
voice of the free, upon the ruins of the Countries of
Kings and privileged castes. Between these Countries
there will be harmony and brotherhood. And then
the work of Humanity for the general amelioration,
for the discovery and application of the real law of
life, carried on in association and distributed ac-
cording to local capacities, will be accomplished by
peaceful and progressive development; then each of
you, strong in the affections and in the aid of many
millions of men speaking the same language, en-
dowed with the same tendencies, and educated by
the same historic tradition, may hope by your per-
sonal effort to benefit the whole of Humanity.

To you, who have been born in Italy, God has al-
lotted, as if favouring you specially, the best-defined
country in Europe. In other lands, marked by more
uncertain or more interrupted limits, questions may
arise which the pacific vote of all will one day solve,
but which have cost, and will yet perhaps cost, tears
and blood; in yours, no. God has stretched round
you sublime and indisputable boundaries; on one



side the highest mountains of Europe, the Alps; on
the other the sea, the immeasurable sea. Take a map
of Europe and place one point of a pair of compasses
m the north of Italy on Parma; point the other to the
mouth of the Var, and describe a semicircle with it in
the direction of the Alps; this point, which will fall,
when the semicircle is completed, upon the mouth of
the Isonzo, will have marked the frontier which God
has given you. As far as this frontier your language
is spoken and understood; beyond this you have no
rights. Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and the smaller is-
lands between them and the mainland of Italy be-
long undeniably to you. Brute force may for a little
while contest these frontiers with you, but they have
been recognised from of old by the tacit general con-
sent of the peoples; and the day when, rising with
one accord for the final trial, you plant your tri-
coloured flag upon that frontier, the whole of Eu-
rope will acclaim re-risen Iraly, and receive her into
the community of the nations. To this final trial all
vour efforts must be directed.

Without Country you have neither name, token,
voice, nor rights, no admission as brothers into the
tellowship of the Peoples. You are the bastards of
Humanity. Soldiers without a banner, Israelites
among the nations, you will find neither faith nor
protection; none will be sureties for you. Do not be-
zuile yourselves with the hope of emancipation from
unjust social conditions if you do not first conquer a
Country for yourselves; where there is no Country
there is no common agreement to which you can ap-
peal; the egoism of self-interest rules alone, and he
who has the upper hand keeps it, since there is no
common safeguard for the interests of all. Do not be
led away by the idea of improving your material
conditions without first solving the national ques-
fion. You cannot do it. Your industrial associations
and mutual help societies are useful as a means of
educating and disciplining yourselves; as an eco-
nomic fact they will remain barren until you have an
Italy. The economic problem demands, first and
foremost, an increase of capital and production; and
while your Country is dismembered into separate
fragments—while shut off by the barrier of customs
and artificial difficulties of every sort, you have only
restricted markets open to you—you cannot hope
for this increase. To-day—do not delude yourselves—
you are not the working-class of Italy; you are only
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fractions of that class; powerless, unequal to the
great task which you propose to yourselves. Your
emancipation can have no practical beginning until
a National Government, understanding the signs of
the times, shall, seated in Rome, formulate a Decla-
ration of Principles to be the guide for Italian
progress, and shall insert into it these words, Labour
is sacred, and is the source of the wealth of Ttaly.

Do not be led astray, then, by hopes of material
progress which in your present conditions can only
be illusions. Your Country alone, the vast and rich
Italian Country, which stretches from the Alps to the
farthest limit of Sicily, can fulfil these hopes. You
cannot obtain your rights except by obeying the
commands of Duty. Be worthy of them, and you will
have them. O my Brothers! love your Country. Our
Country is our home, the home which God has given
us, placing therein a numerous family which we love
and are loved by, and with which we have a more in-
timate and quicker communion of feeling and
thought than with others; a family which by its con-
centration upon a given spot, and by the homoge-
neous nature of its elements, is destined for a special
kind of activity. Our Country is our field of labour;
the products of our activity must go forth from it for
the benefit of the whole earth; but the instruments of
labour which we can use best and most effectively
exist in it, and we may not reject them without being
unfaithful to God’s purpose and diminishing our
own strength. In labouring according to true princi-
ples for our Country we are labouring for Human-
ity; our Country is the fulerum of the lever which we
have to wield for the common good. If we give up
this fulcrum we run the risk of becoming useless to
our Country and to Humanity. Before associating
ourselves with the Nations which compose Human-
ity we must exist as a Nation. There can be no asso-
ciation except among equals; and vou have no
recognised collective existence.

Humanity is a great army moving to the conquest
of unknown lands, against powerful and wary ene-
mies. The Peoples are the different corps and divi-
sions of that army. Fach has a post entrusted to it;
each a special operation to perform; and the com-
mon victory depends on the exactness with which
the different operations are carried out. Do not dis-
turb the order of the battle. Do not abandon the
banner which God has given you. Wherever you
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may be, into the midst of whatever people circum-
stances may have driven you, fight for the liberty of
that people if the moment calls for it; but fight as
Italians, so that the blood which you shed may win
honour and love, not for you only, but for your
Country. And may the constant thought of your soul
be for Italy, may all the acts of your life be worthy of
her, and may the standard beneath which you range
yourselves to work for Humanity be Italy’s. Do not
say I; say we. Be every one of you an incarnation of
your Country, and feel himself and make himself re-
sponsible for his fellow-countrymen; let each one of
you learn to act in such a way that in him men shall
respect and love his Country.

Your Country is one and indivisible. As the mem-
bers of a family cannot rejoice at the common table
if one of their number is far away, snatched from
the affection of his brothers, so you should have no
joy or repose as long as a portion of the territory
upon which your language is spoken is separated
from the Nation.

Your Country is the token of the mission which
God has given you to fulfil in Humanity. The facul-
ties, the strength of all its sons should be united for
the accomplishment of this mission. A certain num-
ber of common duties and rights belong to every
man who answers to the Who are you? of the other
peoples, I am an Italian. Those duties and those
rights cannot be represented except by one single au-
thority resulting from your votes. A Country must
have, then, a single government. The politicians who
call themselves federalists, and who would make
Italy into a brotherhood of different states, would
dismember the Country, not understanding the idea
of Unity. The States into which Italy is divided to-
day are not the creation of our own people; they are
the result of the ambitions and calculations of
princes or of foreign conquerors, and serve no pur-
pose but to flatter the vanity of local aristocracies
for which a narrower sphere than a great Country is
necessary. What you, the people, have created, beau-
tified, and consecrated with your affections, with
your joys, with your sorrows, and with your blood,
is the City and the Commune, not the Province or
the State. In the City, in the Commune, where your
fathers sleep and where your children will live,
where you exercise your faculties and your personal
rights, you live out your lives as individuals. It is of

your City that each of you can say what the Vene-
tians say of theirs: Venezia la xe nostra : l'avemn
fatta nu.* In your City you have need of liberty as in
your Country you have need of association. The
Liberty of the Commune and the Unity of the
Country—let that, then, be your faith. Do not sa:
Rome and Tuscany, Rome and Lombardy, Roms
and Sicily; say Rome and Florence, Rome and Siena.
Rome and Leghorn, and so through all the Com-
munes of Italy. Rome for all that represents Italian
life; your Commune for whatever represents the in-
dividual life. All the other divisions are artificial, and
are not confirmed by your national tradition.

A Country is a fellowship of free and equal men
bound together in a brotherly concord of labour to-
wards a single end. You must make it and maintaiz
it such, A Country is not an aggregation, it is an as-
sociation. There is no true Country without a uni-
form right. There is no true Country where the uni-
formity of that right is violated by the existence o
caste, privilege, and inequality—where the powers
and faculties of a large number of individuals are
suppressed or dormant—where there is no common
principle accepted, recognised, and developed by all.
In such a state of things there can be no Nation, no
People, but only a multitude, a fortuitous agglomer-
ation of men whom circumstances have brought to-
gether and different circumstances will separate. In
the name of your love for your Country you must
combat without truce the existence of every privi-
lege, every inequality, upon the soil which has given
you birth. One privilege only is lawful—the privilege
of Genius when Genius reveals itself in brotherhood
with Virtue; but it is a privilege conceded by God
and not by men, and when you acknowledge it and
follow its inspirations, you acknowledge it freely by
the exercise of your own reason and your own
choice. Whatever privilege claims your submission
in virtue of force or heredity, or any right which is
not a common right, is a usurpation and a tyranny,
and you ought to combat it and annihilate it. Your
Country should be your Temple. God at the summit,
a People of equals at the base. Do not accept any
other formula, any other moral law, if you do not
want to dishonour your Country and yourselves. Let
the secondary laws for the gradual regulation of
your existence be the progressive application of this
supreme law.



And in order that they should be so, it is neces-
sary that all should contribute to the making of
them, The laws made by one fraction of the citizens
only can never by the nature of things and men do
otherwise than reflect the thoughts and aspirations
and desires of that fraction; they represent, not the
whole country, but a third, a fourth part, a class, a
zone of the country. The law must express the gen-
eral aspiration, promote the good of all, respond to
a beat of the nation’s heart. The whole nation there-
fore should be, directly or indirectly, the legislator.
By yielding this mission to a few men, you put the
egoism of one class in the place of the Country,
which is the union of all the classes.

A Country is not a mere territory; the particular
territory is only its foundation. The Country is the
idea which rises upon that foundation; it is the sen-
tment of love, the sense of fellowship which binds
together all the sons of that territory. So long as a
single one of your brothers is not represented by his
own vote in the development of the national life—
so long as a single one vegetates uneducated among
the educated—so long as a single one able and will-
mg to work languishes in poverty for want of
work—you have not got a Country such as it ought
to be, the Country of all and for all. Votes, educa-
tion, work are the three main pillars of the nation;
do not rest until your hands have solidly erected
them,

And when they have been erected—when you
have secured for every one of you food for both
body and soul—when freely united, entwining your
right hands like brothers round a beloved mother,
vou advance in beautiful and holy concord towards
the development of your faculties and the fulfilment
of the Italian mission—remember that that mission
is the moral unity of Europe; remember the immense
duties which it imposes upon you. Italy is the only
land that has twice uttered the great word of unifi-
cation to the disjoined nations. Twice Rome has
been the metropolis, the temple, of the European
world; the first time when our conquering eagles tra-
versed the known world from end to end and pre-
pared it for union by introducing civilised institu-
tions; the second time when, after the Northern
conquerors had themselves been subdued by the po-
tency of Nature, of great memories and of religious
mnspiration, the genius of Italy incarnated itself in the
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Papacy and undertook the solemn mission—
abandoned four centuries ago—of preaching the
union of souls to the peoples of the Christian world.
To-day a third mission is dawning for our Italy; as
much vaster than those of old as the Italian People,
the free and united Country which you are going to
found, will be greater and more powerful than Cae-
sars or Popes. The presentiment of this mission agi-
tates Europe and keeps the eye and the thought of
the nations chained to Italy.

Your duties to your Country are proportioned to
the loftiness of this mission. You have to keep it pure
from egoism, uncontaminated by falsehood and by
the arts of that political Jesuitism which they call
diplomacy.

The government of the country will be based
through your labours upon the worship of princi-
ples, not upon the idolatrous worship of interests
and of opportunity. There are countries in Europe
where Liberty is sacred within, but is systematically
violated without; peoples who say, Truth is one
thing, utility another: theory is one thing, practice
another. Those countries will have inevitably to ex-
piate their guilt in long isolation, oppression, and
anarchy. But you know the mission of our Country,
and will pursue another path. Through you Italy
will have, with one only God in the heavens, one
only truth, one only faith, one only rule of political
life upon earth. Upon the edifice, sublimer than
Capitol or Vatican, which the people of Italy will
raise, you will plant the banner of Liberty and of As-
sociation, so that it shines in the sight of all the na-
tions, nor will you lower it ever for terror of despots
or lust for the gains of a day. You will have boldness
as you have faith. You will speak out aloud to the
world, and to those who call themselves the lords of
the world, the thought which thrills in the heart of
Italy. You will never deny the sister nations. The life
of the Country shall grow through you in beauty
and in strength, free from servile fears and the hesi-
tations of doubt, keeping as its foundation the peo-
ple, as its rule the consequences of its principles log-
ically deduced and energetically applied, as its
strength the strength of all, as its outcome the ame-
lioration of all, as its end the fulfilment of the mis-
sion which God has given it. And because you will
be ready to die for Humanity, the life of your Coun-
try will be immortal.



