that while the slaves continue to suffer, and
when they shout for deliverance, we may

feel the satisfaction of “having done what
we could.”

SOURCE: Carolina ITerron, ed., Selcted Works of Angeling Weld Grimke (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991).

QUESTIONS

V' 1. Grimfke states in her speech that slavery impacted whites also. What are some of the ways?

V' 2. What role does Grimke see for women in the abolition movement? Comment on ber courage in making

this speech.

Document 63

1845

John L. O’Sullivan on “Manifest Destiny”

As the United States stood on the brink of war with Mexico, a ringing defense of “Manifest Destiny” was pub-
lished by Jobn 1. O Sullivan in his United States Magazine and Democratic Review. O Sullivan’s immediate
Jocus was on the question of the annexation of Texas, which had won its indspendence from Mexico some years before.
But O'Sullivan had bigger things in mind than Texas. He was attempting to get his Democratic Party committed to a
program of expansion that would eventually claim “the whole of the continent.”

It is ume now for opposition to the An-
nexation of Texas to cease, all further agitation
of the waters of bitterness and strife, at lcast in
connexion with this question,—even though it
may perhaps be required of us as a necessary
condition of the freedom of our institutions,
that we must live on for ever in a state of un-
pausing struggle and excitement upon some
subject of party division or other. But in regard
to Texas, enough has now been given to Party.
It is time for the common duty of Patriotism to
the Country to succeed;—or if this claim will
not he recognized, it is at least time for com-
mon sense to acquiesce with decent grace in
the inevitable and the irrevocable.

Texas is now ours. Already, before these
words arc written, her Convention has un-
doubtedly ratified the acceptance, by her
Congress, of our proffered invitation into the
Union; and made the requisite changes in her
already republican form of constitution to
adopt it to its future federal relations. Her star
and her stripe may already be said to have
taken their place in the glorious blazon of our
common nationality; and the sweep of our
eagle’s wing already include within its circuit

the wide extent of her fair and fertile land.
She is no longer to us a mere geographical
space—a certain combination of coast, plain,
mountain, valley, forest and stream. She is no
longer to us a mere country on the map. She
comes within, the dear and sacred designation
of Our Country....

Why, were other reasoning wanting, in
favor of now elevating this question of the
reception of Texas into the Union, out of
the lower region of our past party dissen-
sions, up to its proper level of a high and
broad nationality, it surely is to be found,
found abundantly, in the manner in which
other nations have undertaken to intrude
themselves into it, between us and the
proper partics to the case, in a spirit of hos-
tile interference against us, for the avowed
object of thwarting our policy and ham-
peting our power, limiting our greatness
and checking the fulfillment of our manifest
destiny to overspread the continent allotted
by Providence for the free development of
our yearly multiplying millions....

Nor is there any just foundation of the
charge that Anncxation is a great pro-
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slavery measure—calculated to increase and
perpetuate that institution. Slavery had
nothing to do with it... The country which.
was the subject of Annexation in this case,
from its geographical position and relations
happens to be—or rather the portion of it
now actually settled, happens to be—a slave
country. But a similar process might have
taken place in proximity to a different sec-
tion of our Union; and indeed therc 15 a
great deal of Annexation yet to take place,
within the life of the present generation,
along the whole line of our northern border.
T'exas has been absorbed into the Union in
the inevitable fulfilment of the general law
which is rolling our population westward;
the connexion of which with that ratio of
growth in population which is destined
within a hundred years to swell our num-
bers to the enormous population of fwe hun-
dred and fifty millions (if not more), is too evi-
dent to leave us in doubt of the manifest
design of Providence in regard to the occu-
pation of this continent. It was disintegrated
from Mexico in the natural course of
cvents, by a process perfectly legitimate on
its own part, blameless on ours; and in
which all the censures due to wrong, perfidy
and folly, rest on Mexico alone. And pos-
sessed as it was by a population which was
in truth but a colonial detachment from our
own, and which was still bound by myriad
ties of the very heartstrings to its old rela-
tions, domestic and political, their in-
corporation into the Union was not only
inevitable, but the most natural, right and
proper thing in the world—and 1t is only
astonishing that there should be any among
ourselves to say it nay....

California will, probably, next fall away
from the loose adhesion which, in such a
country as Mexico, holds a remote province
in a slight equivocal kind of dependence on
the metropolis. Imbecile and distracted,
Mexico never can exert any real governmen-
tal authority over such a country. The im-
potence of the one and the distance of the
other, must make the relation one of virtual
independence; unless, by stunting the prov-
ince of all natural growth, and forbidding
that immigration which can alone develope
its capabilities and fulfil the purposes of its

creation, tyranny may retain a military do-
minion which is no government in the legi-
timate sense of the term. In the case of Cali-
fornia this is now impossible. The Anglo-
Saxon foot is already on its borders. Already
the advance guard of the irresistible army of
Anglo-Saxon emigration has begun to pour
down upon it, armed with the plough and
the rifle, and marking its trail with schools
and colleges, courts and representative halls,
mills and meeting-houses. A population will
soon be in actual occupation of California,
over which it will be idle for Mexico to
dream of dominion. They will necessarily
become independent. All this without agen-
cy of our government, without responsibility
of our people—in the natural flow of events,
the spontaneous working of principles, and
the adaptation of the tendencies and wants of
the human race to the elemental circums-
tances in the midst of which they find them-
sclves placed. And they will have a right to
independence— to  self-government—to the
possession of the homes conquered from the
wilderness by their own labors and dangers,
sufferings and sacrifices—a better and a truer
right than the artificial title of sovereignty in
Mexico, a thousand miles distant, inheriting
from Spain a title good only against those
who have none better. Their right to indepen-
dence will be the namral right of self-
government belonging to any community
strong enough to maintain it—distinct in po-
sition, origin and character, and free from any
mutual obligations of membership of a com-
mon political body, binding it to others by the
duty of loyalty and compact of public faith.
This will be their title to independence; and by
this title, there can be no doubt that the popu-
lation now fast streaming down upon Califor-
nia will both assert and maintain the indepen-
dence. Whether they will then attach them-
selves to our Union or not, is not to be pre-
dicted with any certainty. Unless the projected
rail-road across the continent to the Pacific be
carried into effect, perhaps they may not;
though even in that case, the day is not distant
when the Empires of the Atlantic and Pacific
would again flow together into one, as soon as
their inland border should approach each oth-
cr. But that great work, colossal as appears the
plan on its first suggestion, cannot remain
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long unbuilt. Its necessity for this very pur-
pose of binding and holding together in its
wron clasp our fast scttling Pacific region with
that of the Mississippt valley—the natural fa-
clity of the route—the case with which any
amount of labor for the construction can be
drawn in from the overcrowded populations
of Burope, to be paid in the lands made valu-
able by the progress of the work itself—and
its immense utility to the commerce of the
world with the whole eastern coast of Asia,—
alone almost sufficient for the support of such
a road—these considerations give assurance
that the day cannot be distant which shall wit-
ness the conveyance of the representatives
from Oregon and California to Washington
within less time than a few years ago was de-
voted to a simular journey by those from
Ohio; while the magnetic telegraph will enable
the editors of the “San Francisco Union,” the
“Astoria Evening Post,” or the “Nootka
Morning News” to set up in type the first half
of the President’s Inaugural, before the

QUEST IONS

v’ 1. Doers the document pn
the annexation of Te
Mexaco?

V' 2. What does O ’Sullivan
by fulfilled?

V' What sorts of terms does
with the United Sates

echoes of the latter half shall have died away
beneath the lofty porch of the Capitol, as spo-
ken from his lips.

Away, then, with all idle French talk of ba/
ances of power on the American Continent. There
1s no growth in Spanish Americal Whatever
progress of population there may be in the
British Canadas, is only for their own early se-
verance of their present colonial relation to the
little island three thousand miles across the
Atlantic soon to be followed by Annexation,
and destined to swell the still accumulating
momentum of our progress. And whatsoever
may hold the balance, though they should cast
mnto the opposite scale all the bayonets and
cannon, not only of France and England, but
of Europe entire, how would it kick the beam
agamnst the simple solid weight of the two hun-
dred and fifty or three hundred millions—and
American millions-—destined to gather beneath
the flutter of the stripes and stars, in the fast
hastening year of the Lord 1845?

1ght go to war lo prevent
d become separated from

of Providence” is actual

anguage does he associate
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