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In the Face of Adversity

by Nelson Mandela

This essay is an excerpt from Nelson Mandela’s autobiography Long Walk to F)
recounting the experience when he was sent to Robben Island, where he spent eigl

niy-seven years he was in prison as a “political prisoner.” After his release, &
Sident of South Africa. Mandela died in 2013 at the age of 95.

ight, toward the end of May, a warder came to my cell and ordered me to
im why, but he did not

answer. In less than ten minutes, I was escorted 10
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College Writing Skills 42

- e captain poir
Gericke. From the start, I could see that he was intent on H}anhagdllxsl%l:i;;?on’ al; d salp:,
Aaron Molete, the youngest of the four of us and a very mild an“If,;e alking to you. Whyisy
is your hair so long?” Aaron said nothing. The captain shouted, mt Wheisi lol .
hair so long? It is against regulations. Your hair should havcf bSen cut. ; }; - “No.v;.l
then he paused and turned to me, and said “. . . like tllliS'bOY s! ”I beganto SPAS e
here, the length of our hair is determined by the regulations . . - S
BeforegI could finish, he shouted in disbelief, “Never talk to me that way, b_oy! and
to advance. I was frightened; it is not a pleasant sensation to know that someone is about to
you and you are unable to defend yourself. ;
When he was just a few feet from me, I said, as firmly as I could, “If you so much
hand on me, I will take you to the highest court in the land and when I finish with you, yor
be as poor as a church mouse.” The moment I began speaking he paused, and by the end
speech, he was staring at me in astonishment. I was a bit surprised myself. I had been
spoke not from courage, but out of a kind of bravado. At such times, one must put up a
despite what one feels inside.
“Where’s your ticket?” he asked, and I handed it to him. “What’ 2 he
nod.ded to thc? ticket and said, “It’s written there.” He said, “How long Sar}:);:nlll ?Inni?c;r
again, gesturing at the ticket, “It is written there.” He looked down and said, “Five

. - o ou kn() . <
said, “That is my business. I am ready to serve y W what it means to serve fir

No one had informed him who we wer,
R €, or that o ;

l‘:;’rvy;:flnl)‘::g :l_‘g:ln;);lced 1t myself, but the other ofﬁc;:eawtz{f political prisoners, o
oRobben Island Tf:e c?;rtal(.hstc}:)veied that he wag Colone,l Smy;l qt‘;:et man, had vanis
: 1 then left, much qyie » the commanding of
» ter than he had g Of]

entered.
Questions for Discussion




