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‘We appeal for the support and encouragement of all those South Africang
- who seek the happiness and freedom of the people of this country.

Afrika Mayibuyel .

Issued by command of Umkonto We Sizwe.

33. “I AM PREPARED TO DIE™*

by NELSON MANDELA

Sentenced to prison for incitement to strike and leaving the country without a valid
permit, Nelson Mandela was again brought to trial—the celebrated Rivonia Trial
——on a charge of sabotage. Despite the following statement from the dock in his
defense, Mandela was convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment. After being
held for nearly 20 years at the notorious maximum-security Sfacility on Robben
Island, he was moved, in 1981, to Pollsmoor prison, a modertt penitentiary near
Cape Town, where he remains today.

. .. We who formed Umkonto were all members of the African National
Congress, and had behind us the ANC tradition of non-violence and negotia-
tion as a means of solving political disputes. We believe that South Africa
belonged to all the people who lived in it, and not to one group, be it Black
or White. . . . . .

The African National Congress was formed in 1912 to defend the rights of
the African people which had been seriously curtailed by the South Africa Act,
and which were then being threatened by the Native Land Act. For thirty-
seven years—that is until 1949—it adhered strictly to a constitutional struggle.
It put forward demands and resolutions; it sent delegations to the Government
in the belief that African grievances could be settled through peaceful discus-
sion and that Africans could advance gradually to full political rights. But
White Governments remained unmoved, and the rights of Africans became
. less instead of becoming greater. . . .

. Even after 1949, the ANC remained determined to avoid violence. At this
time, however, there was a change from the strictly constitutional means of
protest which had been employed in the past. The change was embodied in 2
decision which was taken to protest against apartheid legislation by peaceful,
but unlawful, demonstrations against certain laws. Pursuant to this policy the
ANC launched the Defiance Campaign, in which I was placed in charge of
volunteers. This campaign was based on the principles of passive resistance.
More than 8,500 people defied apartheid laws and went to gaol. Yet there was

*April 20, 1964 [shortened from the originall.
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not a single instance of violence in the course of this campaign on the part of
any defier. I, and nineteen colleagues were convicted for the role which we
played in organizing the campaign, but our sentences were suspended mainly
because the Judge found that discipline and non-violence had been stressed
throughout. . . .

During the Defiance Campaign, the Public Safety Act and the Criminal Law
Amendment Act were passed. These Statutes provided harsher penaltics for
offenses committed by way of protests against laws. Despite this, the protests
continued and the ANC adhered to its policy of non-violence. In 1956, one
hundred and fifty-six leading members of the Congress Alliance, including
myself, were arrested on a charge of High Treason and charged under the
Suppression of Communism Act. The non-viojent policy of the ANC was put
in jssue by the State, but when the Court gave judgment some five years later,
it found that the ANC did not have a policy of violence. We were acquitted

on all counts, which included a count that the ANC sought to set up a.

Communist State in place of the existing regime, The Government has always
sought to label all its opponents as commmunists. This allegation has been
repeated in the present case, but as 1 will show, the ANC is not, and never
has been, a communist organization.

In 1960, there was the shooting at Sharpeville, which resulted in the procla-
mation of a State of Emergency and the declaration of the ANC as an unlawful
organization. My colleagues and I, after careful consideration, decided that we
would not obey this decree. The African people were not part of the Govern-
ment and did not make the laws by which they were governed. We believed
in the words of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, that “the will of
the people shall be the basis of the authority of the Government,” and for us
to accept the banning was equivalent to accepting the silencing of the Africans
for all time. The ANC refused to dissolve, but instead went underground, We
believed it was our duty to preserve this organization which had been built up
with almost fifty years of unremitting toil. 1 have no doubt that no self-
respecting White political organization would disband itself if declared illegal
by a Government in which it had no say. . . .

In 1960 the Government held a Referendum which led to the establishment
of the Republic. Africans, who constituted approximately 70 percent of the
population of South Africa, were not entitled to vote, and were not even
consulted about the proposed oo.uwmﬁzmo:& change. All of us were apprehen-
sive of our future under the proposed White Republic, and a resolution was
taken to hold an All-In African Conference to call for a National Convention,
and to organize mass demonstrations on the eve of the unwanted Republic, if
the Government failed to call the Convention. The Conference was attended
by Africans of various political persuasions. T was the Secretary of the Confer-
ence and undertook to be responsible for organizing the national stay-at-home



222 THE ANTI-APARTHEID READER

which was subsequently called to coincide with the declaration of the Repub-

He. As all strikes by Africans are illegal, the person organizing such a strike

must avoid arrest. I was chosen to be this person, and consequently I had

to leave my home and family and my practice and go into hiding to avoid
arrest.

The stay-at-home, in accordance with ANC policy, was to be a peaceful
demenstration, Careful instructions were given 1o organizers and members to
avoid any recourse to violence. The Government’s answer was to introduce
new and harsher laws, to mobilize its armed forces, and to send saracens,
armed vehicles and soldiers into the townships in a massive show of force
designed to intimidate the people. This was an indication that the Government
had decided to rule by force alone, and this decision was a milestone on the
road to Umkonto, . . .

++ . What were we, the leaders of our people to do? Were we to give in to
the show of force and the implied threat against future action, or were we to
fight it, and if so, how?

We had no doubt that we had to continue the fight, Anything else would
have been abject surrender, Our problem was not whether to fight, but was
how to continue the fight. We of the ANC had always stood for a non-racial
democracy, and we shrank from any action which might drive the races further
apart than they already were. But the hard facts were that fifty vears of
non-violence had brought the African people nothing but more and more
repressive legislation, and fewer and fewer rights. . . .

At the beginning of June; 1961, after a long and anxious assessment of the
South African situation, 1, and some colleagues, came to the conclusion that
as violence in this country was inevitable, it would be unrealistic and wrong
for African leaders to continue preaching peace and non-violence at a time
when the Government met our peaceful demands with force,

This conclusion was not easily arrived at. It was only when all else had
failed, when all channels of peaceful protest had been barred to us, that the
decision was made to embark on violent forms of political struggle, and to form
Umkonto We Sizwe, We did so not because we desired such a course, but solely
because the Government had left us with no other choice. . . .

Four forms of violence are possible. There is sabotage, there is guerrilla
warfare, there is terrorism and there is open revolution. We chose to adopt the
first method and to exhaust it before taking any other decision.

In the light of our political background the choice was a logical one, Sabo-
tage .&a not involve loss of life, and it offered the best hope for future race
relations. Bitterness would be kept to & minimum, and if the policy bore fruit,

dernocratic Bovernment could become a reality. . .,

. This .zuan Was the plan. Umkonto was to perform sabotage, and strict
nstiructions were given to its m

embers right from the start, that on no account
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i i ions. . ..
re they to injure or kill people in planning or carrying oMﬁH omm..nmh_m N
" k u\ﬁ had its first operation on the 16th December, 1961, it
Mﬂwhﬁawb% in Johannesburg, Port m.mw.mda_.b E&. Umuwm”nﬂ“wﬁma. oy
nﬂwa selection of targets is proof of the policy to which ww_.a ol conge.
we intended to attack life we would have mo_nowmm targets where p
ted and not empty buildings and power stations. . . - ations com-
mw%&o Manifesto of Umkonto was issued on the day ﬁrmM quérxo by
menced. The response to our actions and Manifesto mm_owmm:ma To take strone
lion was characteristically violent, The Government ﬁanM e tmand.
\ nd called upon its supporters to stand firm and to 1gn e ey
MMMMN‘ Mm&owam The Whites failed to respond by suggesting ¢ 1
i er.
Ao noﬁ.ow_“.anw%wﬂﬂmmw wwawmwwmw“ww mqmm one of mnne.._nmmnani. mr_.wﬁ”
e hope again. Things were happening. m..noEa in the Sﬂﬂma M
e o ﬁm.m T Mmaom_ news. A great deal of enthusiasm was mn%mam e HM
_HMMMMMWWMM@%W_%_ and people began to speculate on how soon freedom wou

btained. . . . .
g%ﬂo?ﬂ. of the allegations made by the State is
of the ANC and the Communist Party are the same. . ..

d of
The ideological creed of the ANC is, and always has been, the cree

. o q
ionall i f African Nationalism eXpresse
African Nationalism. It is not the concept 0 Ao e onalism for

i “Dri i into the sea.
v ﬁ.wo e %hmomw“%wawﬂw Hwono%ﬁ of freedom EE. .mEEE_oE mom sww
ﬂ:.o_u - le in their 0“95 Jand. The most important political aoebwwu ev ﬁ
o Wmomuw ANC is the “Freedom Charter.” It is by no means a :Mwﬂm
T i u_N t State, It calls for redistribution, but not um:onmrmm:%. N Mcmm
%.o_. 2 mﬁ.um_m m.m umamnmmummon of mines, banks and monopoly 5@:@.”? ~ ec e
;.@noﬁ o H_W.H. are owned by one race only, and without such :m_.“:.umm iza "
Em.Eo:owm. wom would be perpetuated despite the spread of _.uo.r.rom codwamw
Noﬂﬁhﬂﬁwﬂmmﬁ hollow gesture to repeal the Gold Law prohibitions again

ies. In this
Africans when all gold mines are owned by European companies

. . .”
ANC i ith the old policy of the presen
respect the C’s policy corresponds w e o e it progtem ot

jonali rty which, for many years, . ’
Zﬂ%ﬂﬁ”ﬂ”ﬂ mm. the Gold Mines which, at that time, were controlled by
na

forei ital. Under the Freedom Charter bmsozmmmmmma EM.EM ,ﬁﬂa MMMM
i o sconomy based on private enterprise. The Hnwrnm:ou of the Fre tom
in an noosoﬁw m.wm up fresh fields for a prosperous African wovn_mﬁ.ﬁom_ Om mﬁ

T .ﬁ.o_c di e {he middle class. The ANC has never m.ﬁ any perio w w 5
o_.mmmnm. advor Em_a a revolutionary change in the economic struciure 0 ﬁ. e
po—— ma«.wﬂ“ it. to the best of my recollection, ever condemned capitalist
no \

that the aims and objects

country,
society.

As far as the Communist Party is concerned, and if I understand its policy
s fa
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correctly, it stands for the establishment of a State based on the principles of
Marxism. Although it is prepared to work for the Freedom Charter, as a
short-term solution to the problems created by White supremacy, it regards
the Freedom Charter as the beginning, and not the end, of its program.

The ANC, unlike the Comrmunist Party, admitied Africans only as mem-
bers. Its chief goal was, and is, for the African people to win unity and fall
political rights. The Communist Party’s main aim, on the other hand, was to
Temove the capitalists and to replace them with a working-class Government,
The Communist Party sought to emphasize class distinctions whilst the ANC
seeks to harmonize them, This is a vital distinction.

It is true that there has often been close co-operation between the ANCand
the Communist Party. But co-operation is merely proof of a common goal—
in this case the removal of White Supremacy—and is not proof of a complete
community of interests. . . .

Another instance of such co-operation is to be found precisely in Umkonto.
Shortly after MK was constituted, I was informed by some of its members that
the Communist Party would support Umkonto, and this then occurred. At a
later stage the support was made openly,

I believe that Communists have always played an active role in the fight by
colonial countries for their freedom, because the short-term objects of Commu-
nism would always correspond with the long-term objects of freedom move-
ments. Thus Communists have played an important role in the freedom strug-
gles fought in countries such as Malaya, Aigeria and Indonesia, yet none of
these States today are Communist countries. | . .

This pattern of co-operation between Communists and non-Communists has
been repeated in the National Liberation Movement of South Africa, Prior to
the banning of the Communist Party, joint campaigns involving the Commu-
nist Party and the Congress Movements werce accepted practice. African Com-
munists could, and did, become members of the ANC, and some served on the
National, Provincial and local committies, ., . ,

Ijoined the ANC in 1944, and in my younger days I held the view that the
policy of admitting Communists to the ANC, and the close co-operation which
existed at times on specific issues between the ANC and the Communist Party,
would lead to a watering down of the concept of African nationalism. At that
stage I was a member of the African National Congress Youth League, and
Was one of a group which moved for the expulsion of Communists from the

ANC. This proposal was heavily defeated. Amongst those who voted against
the proposal were some of the most conservative sections of African political

" opinion. They defended the policy on the ground that from its inception the

>ZO was formed and buyjlt up, not as a political party with one school of
political thought, by as a Pariament of the African people, accommodating
people of various political convictions, all united by the common goal of
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national liberation. T was eventually won over to this point of view and have
=ﬁw”nm% M..M_,Mwm M_MMM:: for White South Africans, with an Fmamﬁnm %_,MMM_MM
i mﬁUOoEuEEmB. to understand why experienced African pol _nviocm.
wmmmﬂ ccept Communists as their friends. But :.U us the reason fs o_ o
,a% an_:vm%om_ wwm.oannnm amongst those fighting agatnst QMEQM%HM wm nwﬁwaﬂm
nnot afford at this stage. What is more, for many deca i
were. ly political group in South Africa who were prepare e
mewomww mwnwwHMwn beings and their equals; who were prepared to eat wi ;

i only political group
talk with us, live with us and work with us. They were the QEM P

i Africans for the attainment .om political
ﬁwEow .amam vﬁwﬂmwﬁﬁmowmﬂw.ﬂhmﬂwmﬂ of this, there are many an_nm%m. JMW
Hmwuw mmngmﬁo equate freedom with OoBBEmm:M. .HWMM MMMMMWNHQWE«E

ief i i all exponents o
_uorawwwx MWMMMMH “MWM\M_MMMMMQ mn%gam many of them (who mH_.orM“wM
MMNB“M%V under the Suppression om., WWMM\.&_WH«WM. :W“mgﬂmmw L have
unis g
inde @Ma_w mn“muﬁuﬂa MMMWMOMHMMW the role I played in the Defiance Cam-
zﬁ.&ﬁ. HH w Wm also been banned and imprisoned under Q.g; Act. hose
i nm nly in internal politics that we count OoBBzEma. as mEonm.mﬁ WOwn
MM Mﬁao owﬁ ME. cause. In the international field, Communist wcﬁzwmm oﬂ.&
al 0 to our aid. In the United Nations and other Ocuzo%. of the w o
e Comons .Ow block N.Em supported the Afro-Asian struggle against colonial-
ﬂa OoEE% EmwnoEm to be more sympathetic to our ﬁmmm.d than some .0». _“wa
b Although there is a universal oonmasbmﬁ.su of apartheid, H_uo
o moﬁi %_Mﬁ.vw speaks out against it with a louder voice than Bo&. ﬁ.um .ﬁ e
M%WHMHMHMP In these circumstances, it would take a _wnmmw young voﬁmw.?
h as I was in 1949, to proclaim that the .OoEEzEma are our encl ! mwa
mzm ENMH now to my own position. I have denied that I ama GoEE:Em.,._:m_w?mH
I think that in the circumstances I am obliged to state mmmow_z what my p
.co_momwaﬂn“é@m regarded myself, in the first place, as an wh.aﬂnmm waﬁw o,PaMWH
i i . My guardian wa .
o v the o M_M dswﬂﬁowo.m w.MMm Mwmﬂamﬂﬂﬂ_mam.mmmm I am related aom.u to
Huo HMMM_MMMMNEM%E chief of Tembuland, Sabata Dalinyebo, and to Kaizer
gwﬂwsumaw. the Chief gimﬁmﬂ. of the .Hnmum__ﬁ...w society, an attracion which
Today I am attracted by the am.m ofa o_mmm es o ma attraction which
ings i from Marxist reading and, in vmnw rom my i
e ization of early African societies 5.35 country, The and,
Mwacoﬁwwnhwmwo%mawﬂm of production, belonged to the tribe. There were no rich
en .

was no exploitation. . .
on%mOMHW& MW mﬂwmﬁ already stated, that I have been influenced by Marxist
is s
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thought. But this is also true of many of the leaders of the new independent

States. Such widely different persons as Gandhi, Nehru, Nkrumah and Nasser

all acknowledge this fact. We all accept the need for some form of Socialism

to enable our people to catch up with the advanced countries of this world and
to overcome their legacy of extreme poverty. But this does not mean we are

Marxists.

Indeed, for my own part, I believe that it is open to debate whether the
Communist Party has any specific role to play at this particular stage of our
political struggle. The basic task at the present moment is the removal of race
discrimination and the attainment of democratic rights on the basis of the
Freedom Charier. Insofar as that Party furthers this task, I welcome its
assistance. I realize that it is one of the means by which people of all races can
be drawn into our struggle.

From my reading of Marxist literature and from conversations with Marx-
ists, I have gained the impression that Communists regard the parliamentary
system of the West as undemocratic and reactionary, But, on the contrary, 1
am an admirer of such a system.

The Magna Charta, the Petition of Rights and the Bill of Rights, are
documents which are held in veneration by democrats throughout the world,

I have great respect for British political institutions, and for the country’s
system of justice. I regard the British Parliament as the most demoacratic
institution in the world, and the independence and impartiality of its judiciary
never fail to arouse my admiration.

The American Congress, that country’s doctrine of separation of powers, as
well as the independence of its judiciary, arouse in me similar sentiments.

I have been influenced in my thinking by both West and East. . . .

- The Government often answers its critics by saying that /.fricans in South
Aftica are economically better off than the inhabitants of the other countries
in Africa. I do not know whether this statement is true and doubt whether any
comparison can be made without having regard to the cost of living index in
such countries, But even if it is true, as far as the African people are concerned
it is irrelevant. OQur complaint is not that we are poor by comparison with
people in other counries, but that we are poor by comparison with the White
people in our own country, and that we are prevented by legislation from
altering this imbalance,

The lack of human dignity experienced by Africans is the direct result of
the .ﬁomow of White supremacy. White supremacy implics Black inferiority.
Hmm@mmo: designed to preserve White supremacy entrenches this notion.
HSmEmm tasks in South Africa are invariably performed by Africans. When
mbw.ﬁ::m has to be carried or cleaned the White man will look around for an
African to do it for him, whether the African is employed by him or not.
Becanse of this sort of attitude, Whites tend to regard Africans as a separate

| e

man fear democracy.
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breed. They do not look upon them as people with mm?mznw o.m Eﬂwﬁ @M_Eowro_w
do not realize that they have emotions—that E&.N fall E.Mcﬁw :_Mn M _NM iws X
do; that they want to be with their wives and children like W “ﬂo%mm%mmam:am
to be with theirs; that they want to earn enough money to mﬁ%on _.M; families
properly, to feed and clothe them and send them to mowoo_.. wb W
boy” or “garden-boy” or laborer can ever hope to do this L bits of legisla
Pass Laws, which to the Africans are among the Eo_,# hate : m mw_wu
tion in South Africa, render any African Liable to vm:oa mﬁeww. ance o wmﬂ
time. I doubt whether there is a single amown male E.moﬁ& Emnw ”Mmm has
not at some stage had a brush with m:w. morno over his pass. Ew reds and
thousands of Africans are thrown into jail each year Eﬁaa. pass M Ewﬁ_ e
worse than this is the fact that pass laws keep husband and wife apa
reakdown of family life. . . . .
° M.M.ngm want to be paid a living wage. >mm_.nm=m want to vnmmom.mw HMM.MM
which they are capable of doing, and not work which Ea.@o«.ﬂ%wﬂ declares
them to be capable of. Africans want to be allowed to live w maﬁ ! M- i
work, and not be endorsed out of an area because they were no M o HEW
Africans want to be allowed to own land in places where they émnmww no
to be obliged to live in rented houses which Eow can never Mw ! MM._M, 5.
Africans want to be part of the general @ovn_wso? E.E M-.o” co %m 1010 nm
in their own ghettos. African men want to have their wives and C. _

Jive with them where they work, and not be forced into an unnatural existence

in men’s hostels. African women want to be with their men folk and not be

left permanently widowed in the reserves. Africans want to be m:MMMQ_%MM

" after 11 o’clock at night and not to be non?z.& to .?oz. BoEmﬁ e

- children. Africans want to be allowed to travel in their own ocg_w _.NM_B hy

seek work where they want to and not where the H...mao._. Bureau te mﬁ ! M i .

! Africans want a just share in the whole of South Africa; they want se ¥
and a stake in society.

Above all, we want equal political rights,

ties will be permanent. I know this mocna.m

country, because the majority of voters will

because without them our &.uwwmw;
revolutionary to the Whites in z.dm
be Africans. This makes the White

But this fear cannot be allowed to stand in the way of Ew only mo_EHE
which will guarantee racial harmony and freedom .wo_. .mF It is H.Sﬁ E..zm ﬁ at
the enfranchisement of all will result in racial domination. Political division,

based on color, is entirely artificial and, when it disappears, so will the domi-

ati by another. The ANC has spent half a century
mon o o v, Wi hs it will not change that policy.

i inst racialism. When it triumphs : :
nmwﬁpﬂmﬁwww is what the ANC is fighting. Their struggle is a truly national one.

1t is a struggle of the African people, Emvwgm by Enﬁ own suffering and their
own experience. It is a struggle for the right to live.
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During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African
people. I have fought against White domination, and I haye fought against
Black domination. I have cherished the ideal of 2 demoeratic and free society
in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities,
It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an
ideal for which I am prepared to dije,

34. THE SOWETO UPRISING, 1976*

by ALAN BROOKS and JEREMY BRUCKHILL

Alan Brooks and Jerem 1y Bruckhill grew up in Zimbabwe, studieq in South Africa,
and later moved o England, where they worked in the Researeh Department of
the International Defence and Aid Fund Jor Southern Afvica, Alan Brooks as its
director and Jeremy Brickhill as his assistant, Mr. Bropks currently lives in
England, Mr. Brickhill has returned to Zimbabwe,

“The storm has not struclke yet. We are only experiencing the whirlwinds that
80 before it.*_Prime Minister Vorster, December 31, 1975,

The First Day__ Wednesday 16 June

In Soweto on 16 June 1976 life began as usual for the million and a haif
inhabitants, Inside the crowded matchbox houses Sowetans began to stir well
before dawn. Fireg were lit to prepare the morning meal of majze porridge and

dusty streets towards the buses and traing which would carry them to another
day’s labor in the white factories, offices and homes,

But today was not an ordinary day for all Sowetans, In many houses dotted
around Soweto young school students were wide awake ang had been through-
out ihe night, planning a demonstration, Others woke early, dressed quickly
and stepped out jnto the cold morning air well before their Parents had begun
their usual tref into the white cities,

For three days they had been involved in hectic Preparations for a protest

*From Whirhying Before the Storm: The Origins and De velopment of the Uprising in Soweio
and the Res of South Africa from June 1o December 1975 (London, 1980) [as edited).




