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[ Am Malala

the last student was alive. My parents never once
suggested I should withdraw from school, ever.
Though we loved school, we hadn't realized how
important education was until the Taliban tried
| to stop us. Going to school, reading and doing
sy our homework wasn’t just a way of passing time,
il it was our future. g
| That winter it snowed and we built snow bears A
but without much joy. In winter the Taliban used

to disappear into the mountains, but we knew
jidd they would be back and had no idea what was
| coming next. We believed school would start |
again. The Taliban could take our pens and
books, but they couldn’t stop our minds from

thinking.
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[ Am Malala

Swat. But we returned to the threats and danger
as we entered our valley once again. Even so, Swat
was our home and we were not ready to leave it.

Back in Mingora the first thing I saw when |
opened my wardrobe was my uniform, school bag
and geometry set. I felt so sad. The visit to Is-
lamabad had been a lovely break, but this was my
reality now.
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I Am Malala

pened to the mango seed I planted in our garden
at Ramadan. I wonder if anyone is watering it so
that one day future generations of daughters and
sons can enjoy its fruit. J;

Today I looked at myself in a mirror and thought
for a second. Once I had asked God for one or
two extra inches in height, but instead he made
me as tall as the sky, so high that I could not mea-
sure myself. So I offered the hundred rzakar nafl
that I had promised if T grew.

I love my God. I thank my Allah. I talk to
him all day. He is the greatest. By giving me this
height to reach people, he has also given me great
responsibilities. Peace in every home, every street,
every village, every country—this is my dream.
Education for every boy and every girl in the
world. To sit down on a chair and read my books
with all my friends at school is my right. To see
each and every human being with a smile of hap-
piness is my wish.

I'am Malala. My world has changed but I

have not.



