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For this Milestone Assignment, you are asked to utilize the knowledge you accumulated so far
to examine the structures of different groups you are associated with. You are also asked to
examine the various symbols and the meaning those symbols communicate to others. Finally,
you will discuss the influence aesthetics and recreation and religion have on cultures.

Ensure you justify your responses by appropriately using lesson concepts.
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Part I: Norms, Social & Political Relations, and Values

Every group, whether social or political, enforces behavioral standards or norms. This is a
universal characteristic of all cultures. For example, a group of children may choose to
ostracize (avoid or exclude) a playmate who constantly plays mean tricks on them. This is how
they enforce better behavior. Additionally, nearly every group entails both social and political
relations which is illustrated by the fact that people tend to create hierarchy and order (various
patterns) in all of their relationships.

Consider your micro-culture you identified in your Milestone One Assignment. For this group
do the following:

Describe an observable behavioral standard/norm and how it is enforced, encouraged, or
maintained by the group. Explain whether the group is primarily social, political, or both, and
defend your answer using lesson concepts.
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Respond with your answer in the space below
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Observable behavior/enforcement:
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Political/social:
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PART Il: Symbols and Patterns of Communication

A common feature of the Aesthetics/Recreation (especially sports), Political/ Social Relations,
and Religion/Spirituality domains is the rich use of symbols to communicate. Symbols
communicate affiliation, actions, meaning, or organization. Identify one symbol from each of
these three domains, what each symbol communicates, and a value associated with it. Do not
use the same shared pattern more than once.

For example, the navy blue berets (as a symbol) worn by Airmen communicate a_shared
pattern of affiliation with the Security Forces career field — the value this represents is the rule
of law.

To receive full credit, clearly identify your chosen concept or key terminology by bolding and
underlining each one.

You may NOT use any examples from the lessons or formative quizzes.





image10.png
1. Political/Social Relations Symbol:
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Communicates:
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Value:
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2. Religion/Spirituality Symbol:
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3. Aesthetics/Recreation Symbol:
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PART Ill: Sports, Aesthetics, and Recreation

The items below represent universals of the Aesthetics and Recreation (A&R) domain:
1. A&R can clearly identify/differentiate cultural self and ‘Other’
2. Sports, aesthetics, and leisure activities transmit culture to future generations.
3. A&R represents culture to outsiders.

Using the American macro-culture and its various micro-cultures as your basis, pick ONE out of
the three universals above and give an example of an activity that accomplishes the universal.

In your response, you must:
1. Identify the universal and give a specific example of the activity that accomplishes the
tasks listed above
2. Explain in detail how your activity accomplishes this task
3. Identify the American value or cultural aspect the activity represents

You may NOT use any examples from the lessons or formative quizzes.
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Sample Student Response ONLY—do not use!

A&R represents culture to outsiders. A popular image for young
American children is Big Bird from Sesame Street. He has been culturally
transmitting culture via a popular television show and books for many
Years. Big Bird is always interested in the world around him and asks
many questions. One of his sayings is “Asking questions is a good way of
finding things out!” This expression represents American values of being
direct—unafraid to venture out into the unknown (intellectually in this
case), and learning.
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Example:
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Explanation:
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Cultural Aspect/Value:
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PARTIV: Religion

Religion touches all parts of a culture. Your primary objective for Lesson 81 to be able to
observe, analyze, define, describe, and / or identify religious influence, indicators, and impacts
on societies.

You may NOT use any examples from the lessons or formative quizzes

To receive full credit, clearly identify key terminology by belding and underlining each one.
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A. Choose ONE of the items below and describe the impact of religious influence on a
society or community with which you are familiar.
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1. Other domains (list at least two)
2. Cultural landscape/environment

3. Formal-positive expressions and negative expressions
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Religious Influence
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B. Choose ONE of the items below and use the terms to describe a religion you are familiar
with.

1. Syncretism
2. Orthodoxy & Orthopraxy

3. Ethnic or universalizing
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Religion Description
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This Milestone Assignment requires you to show understanding of

various concepts covered in Lessons Seven, Eight, and Nine,
encompassing:

Social and Political Relations
Religion and Spirituality
Aesthetics and Recreation

It is worth 56 points and 25% of your course grade.
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Lesson Concepts / Terms to consider (not all inclusive): Political relations, Social relations,
centralized / decentralized governance; states; power; legitimate power; behavior
enforcement, pluralism, patronage, nepotism, populism; social inequality, role
specialization; profane, sacred, sacred stories, theocracy, universalizing, ethnic, tenets of
faith, five pillars, orthodoxy, orthopraxy, formal-positive expression, negative expression,
rituals, sectarianism, secularism, syncretism, globalization, cultural transmission, symbols,
domain overlap, cultural universal





