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For this Milestone Assignment you are asked to utilize the knowledge you accumulated so far
to analyze recent articles available from media sources. Being able to apply theory in a
variety of contexts as you encounter them in your daily life is an important layer of cross-
cultural competence (3C).

1. Deaf Syrians Learn the Language of War

2. Understanding How the Corded Ware Culture was formed in Europe

3. How East and West Think in Profoundly Different Ways

Remember: for each response, you must ensure you make it very clear which article you are referring to by naming the
author or title. You may abbreviate i.e. East/West, Deaf Syrians, or Corded Ware.
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PART I: Recognize Cultural Factors and Domains
Lesson Concepts
Match each term below with the article that provides the best opportunity to use each of
these conceptual tools:
a) The discipline of Cultural Geography
b) The cultural domain of Language & Communication
c¢) The cultural domain of Family & Kinship

Explain how each conceptual tool would be best suited to analyze one of these articles,
defending your answer with examples taken from the article.
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Sample Student Response ONLY—do not use!

In “Deaf Syrians learn the language of war”, the best conceptual tool
to use to analyze the article would be attribution error. This is
exhibited by the example of the deaf Syrians using gestures at the
checkpoints. Because of their inability to speak, they must use
gestures to communicate. The guards in charge of the checkpoint
attribute the deaf Syrians’ gestures as mocking the guards, which can
lead to disastrous, even fatal results.
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Conceptual tool:
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Respond with your answer in the space below
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East/West Article:
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Deaf Syrians Article:
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Corded Ware Article:
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Overlapping domains

List another cultural domains discussed in each article and explain/justify what
part(s) of the article made you think of that domain. Be sure to use lesson terms
and concepts in your justification.

(Family & Kinship, Language & Communication, Religion & Spirituality, Sex & Gender,
Political & Social Relations, Economics & Resources, Time & Space, Learning & Knowledge,
Technology & Material, History & Myth, Sustenance & Health, Aesthetics & Recreation)

To receive full credit, clearly identify your chosen concept or key terminology by bolding
and underlining each one.
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Sample Student Response ONLY—do not use!

An overlapping cultural domain in the “Deaf Syrians” article is

and space.” The article describes how public space is Syria is no longer
safe. Ryad Hommos's brother was gunned down while playing football
in the streets and Bisher Ekriem was caught in the middle of anti-
regime demonstrators and members of the security services as she
returned to her home in Damascus. With help, she found her way
home but is now afraid to venture out of the house. The war is
changing the way Syrian’s think about public space in their country.
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PART Il: Identify and Apply Lesson Terms & Concepts

Before proceeding to Part II: Be sure to read the MA-2 Instructions Document. To answer Part
1l, you must choose from the course terms and concepts listed at the top of this page and the
MA2 Instructions page. However, you may not use the term cultural geography.

In this section, you will need to:

1) For each article, identify a lesson concept, term, or idea and explain how it is illustrated in
the article. (The word, or lesson term may not actually be found in the article.)

2) Explain how the concept can also apply to other areas of your life (your experiences, the
other articles assigned for this exam, other articles or books you have read, etc.).

To receive full credit, clearly identify your chosen concept or key terminology by bolding and
underlining each one.
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Sample Student Response ONLY—do not use!

In the “Corded Ware” article, the part about burying the dead is an
example of a pattern of action. They buried the dead in large mounds
and decorated it with artifacts. These mounds also provided
directional indicators for routes used during seasonal times.

This concept of decorating graves with artifacts is an example of what
my family does when someone passes away. We place a small
memento in the casket before it is closed as a sign of respect for the
family member who died.
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PART IIl; Core Understanding — Each lesson has a foundational, core idea that is listed
below. Respond to two out of the three options.

1. Lesson 4: Cultural Geography is the study of the relationship between humans and
their environment. CORE IDEA: Culture, Location, and Environment all influence

each other.

Reflect on your experiences growing up in your hometown. How did culture and the
physical environment influence each other in the area you grew up? Be sure to
include both the built and natural environment.

2. Lesson 5: Language and Communication: CORE IDEA: Communication shapes
culture, and culture shapes communication.

What are some differences between the approach to communication in the culture
you encountered in the Air Force and the approach to communication you learned
while growing up in your family and community? Be sure to explain how one of the
four following aspects of communication are similar or different — paralanguage,
haptics, kinesics, oculesics.

3. Lesson

CORE IDEA: Family relationships fulfill several of the same functions
across all cultures: 1) raising children, 2) creating relationships by blood, marriage,

or economics, 3) defining individual roles, and 4) passing on values, norms, and
traditions to the next generation. These universals, however, are often starkly
contrasted when compared between collectivist and individualist cultures.

Consider how you experienced at least one of these four cultural universals in your
own family of orientation. Then explain if you will continue (or are currently
continuing) the same practice in your family of procreation. Be sure to provide the
reasons for your decisions.
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I grew up in Baltimore, Maryland. The environment has been affected
in multiple ways by the culture here. Settlement here began before
the U.S. was a country, and the landscape was quickly transformed
from forests to farmlands, houses, and a thriving city center with
many buildings and roads. Migration primarily from Europe
characterized the early community here. The environment has also
greatly influenced the culture of Baltimore. Having a crab feast
outdoors with crabs smothered in Old Bay Seasoning is a yearly
tradition for most families as well as visits to the harbor, where there
are numerous antique boats and a world-class aquarium on the
Chesapeake Bay.

Growing up, communication in my community was more indirect,
when you compare it to what is practiced in the Air Force, and the
military in general. My colleagues in the military are very direct with
their communication, and | do not have to rely on paralanguage to
detect the meaning of what they say. In the schools | attended
growing up, | had to pay close attention to how something was said in
order to understand the full meaning of what my instructors and
classmates were telling me.

In my family of orientation, an important value was education. My
parents expected us to attend college, which we all did, a few of us
obtaining advanced degrees. This is a value that has been passed
down to my family of procreation as well, as | encourage my children
to excel in school and expect that they too will attend college. A
difference between how my family of orientation raised children and
the way I raise my children in my family of procreation is that my own
parents saw a clear hierarchy in the family. Parents were in charge
and children had little input in decision-making. |, on the other hand,
allow my children to take part in the decision-making about many
aspects of our life, and have a more democratic approach to family
management.
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Core Idea 1:
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Core Idea 2:
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MILESTONE 2 ASSIGNMENT WORKSHEET
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This Milestone Assignment requires you to show understanding of
various concepts covered in Lessons Four, Five and Six,
encompassing:

Cultural Geography

Language and Communication

Family and Kinship

It is worth 51 points and 25% of your course grade.
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Lesson Concepts / Terms from 4, 5 and 6 (not all inclusive): cultural universals, environment,
location, culture, geographic scale, geographic perception, migration, schema, mental maps,
collective geographic perception, linear / cyclical orientation to time, verbal / nonverbal
features, context, paralanguage, haptics, oculesics, proxemics, kinesics, gestures, high
context, low context, chronemics, polychronic, monochronic, jargon, idioms, endogomy,
exogomy, collectivist, individualist, kinship patterns, Self vs Other, family of orientation, family
of procreation, nuclear family, birth family, monogamy, polygamy, polyandry, polygyny, power
distance, hierarchy, relationship to group, strategies to reduce misunderstandings, message
received vs message intended, domain overlap




