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Linking Clients and Policy:
Social Work’s Distinctive Contribution

Pout . Stuart

Socialwork' distinctive contribution to American e has been s
abilty o link clentsystems —individuals, familes, groups, and
Commnities—and social welfare plcy. This unigue focus hos

characterized the rofession since s origins i th 19 century.

Both setiement houses and chariyorganization socires
emphasized th rlatons of clets with arger systems in their
ocial enronment. Social workers developed socil survey
methods a5 way of understanding thei cents'environments
during the Progressive Er. They strugled 0 enac th “Social
Standards or ndustry a precursor o the socol welfare
legisiation of the New Deal, which ws adpted by a commitee of
e National Conference of Chariis in 1912. Social work's dual
focus on clent systems and ther environments il continue  be
Important i th professon’s econd century

Key words

lents; environment; history; socia polcy:
Social work pracice
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