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Introduction

For decades, the film industry has adapted beloved books
into movies. When a book is adapted into a film, the story
reaches a wider audience and provides a new perspective on
the text. In this assignment, you will use comparison and
contrast techniques to reveal the ways the plot, characters,
and theme of a story are impacted as elements of the narra-
tive change.

Topic: To compare and contrast a book and a film based on
that book

Purpose: To show how the changes made affect the story’s
plot, characters, and theme in significant ways
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Use the writing process to draft and revise a comparison
and-contrast essay

Write an effective thesis statement

Develop paragraphs using topic sentences, adequate
detail, supporting evidence, and transitions

Identify, define, and analyze literary clements

Use responsible research methods to locate appropriate
secondary sources

Use Modern Language Association (MLA) citation and
documentation style to reference secondary source mate
rial correctly and appropriately

Quote, paraphrase, and summarize secondary source
‘material correctly and appropriately

Use the conventions of standard written American
English to produce correct, well-written essays
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m To begin the research process by preparing a bibliogra-
phy in Modern Language Association citation and
documentation format that consists of at least six
sources

® 2 primary sources: the book and the film

® 4 secondary sources: book and film reviews, cri-
tiques, articles about the book and film, profiles of
the author and/or the director and actors that focus
on the content of the work.
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4. Now that you've compared and contrasted the book and
the film, freewrite on what the significance of these
changes are to help you develop your ideas for the thesis
statement.

5. Work through the Guided Writing Assignment for
Comparison and Contrast prewriting on page 381 of your
textbook. This assignment will help you determine your
purpose and focus for your comparison and contrast
essay.
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Research

1. The book and the film are your primary sources and
count as two sources in your bibliography and toward
the research requirement for your essay. Be sure that
you have carefully noted where you found them, cither
online or in a physical copy/in print.

2. You'll need a minimum of four other sources. These
sources can be reviews, articles, and interviews related
to the book and film.

3. Go to the library. Your Penn Foster digital library pro-
vides resources that will help you to meet the research
requirements for your essay, but keep in mind that
research in a library, even a digital one, isn't like searching
online. To learn more, visit the Penn Foster Library site.

Use Expanded Academic ASAP, which is a subscrip-
tion-only database available in Penn Foster’s digital
library. You can access the database by clicking on
the Library Services link in your Student Portal. See
the “Academic Support and Online Resources” sec-
tion in the introduction to this study guide.

4. Search online, but remember that you'll need to evaluate
your sources carefully; review pages 569-573 in your
textbook. The following are examples of quality sources.

a. Reviews by book and film critics




