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LESSON 2

(ECOND—WHAT s 5
GRANT - ~_AND WHERE DO 1 Ggy
ONE?

EMARKS
find out how

his baseme
ut there. But he had no organizati,
n,

no. There is @ misconception aboy
e, everybody should ap.

OPENING R

man called mé to
ation in

he could get a federal gran;,
0

A ,
nt to air his music collection j
! - g

build a radio st

was suré there was money O

no plan, no budget. -
grants——that just becaus
ply for one. After a
that there are times whe

.no, no,
e grants are availabl

II, who couldn't usé the money? But the truthis

n you really don’t need money. You need
volunteers; or student teachers, student lawyers, or student socil
d computers or secondhand books. Or simplya

workers; or donate
b done. And even if you do

friend to give you a hand in getting a jo
.need money, there are plenty of fine individuals,
‘.::deas.that have legitimate money needs that are not the least bitap
4 P;;‘f‘te for any kind of grant at all. Sure, you may be able t0 raise
Y hr(:j(;i: tl‘3ake sale.s or raffles, through benefits or scholarships:
ions or gifts. But spend the time and energy t0 win

organizations, and
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what 152 Grant?

A grd
things) U

i ou[ in palnSta
. your grant proP et
1

e is an award of money that allows you to do very specific
ally according to very specific guidelines tha

t are spelled
king detail and to which you must res

pond very clearly

How Do | Know If | Need a Grant?
(o]

a first you may ot evet'1 know if you need a grant. Before youy let
ollar signs start dancing in your head, you must have 4 problem that

(and your organization) want to solve, decide what you need to
solve it, and figure out how much that might cost. You may
¢ the YMCA and feel that there is a serioys opioid problem in
ur community that you would like to address through a weekend
amping and drug prevention education program for teenagers at the
Maybe you're a pediatrician and have noticed g growing number
osthma cases among your preschool patients and want to find out
hy, or you're a third-grade teacher perplexed by bullying during the
hool day and you want to get expert help to change this climate.
y,live on a street where all the trees died of Dutch elm
e and you want to plant new, more resistant ones. Or you want
ke a film or compose a symphony or study abroad or write a
aphy. The question is: What do you have to do to get the results

izations have learned that chasing grants can take
0 their core mission or move an excellent program
ion (this is called “mission creep”). Funders have
ninded us that most successful programs and organiza-
riven, they are mission driven. In other words,
| assaged, and manipulated to fit the precise
A't just happens to be available. Rather, you
sive, well-developed programs or plans that
200d use of all other available resources. If
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. ¢ or Sup
Qs ed to lmplemcﬂ .~ But the pr
e 1. 0 :
mon S[ g here ¢ graﬂt comes I o hp grz:jm iS the : Prq,
am the jstoad ress the nee i
5 l;'tter signed proe [ and gy,
The t; i h eraised of 1eSOUrces you have found tq i o
¢ fund! ' s, The L
othe " el (ou a1 win grants Th 'same thing is . O
don’t have @ commitment to a topjc ¢ for
Or

ir, the MO
Ome eop e . .
ommltment to getting a grant,
By

individua’™ :
the just ave

|mor bhook;
ﬁ other way qround of course:

Aren't Grants Even More

{ this writing for various poli;

e time O
certain times fy

ie to you- '
ical and €c0 easons, We A facing very un
- mildly- Although the economy has improveg

7008, the intense debate

e Great Recession O
and additional cuts and expected cuts at the

. some Cases by budget deficits at the state

federal |evel—aggravate=
Jark cloud over nonprofit and gov-
providers, businesses and many oth-

ment funding: And, as we noted earlier, many

ernment service
) are expressing concerns about the

ers assisted bY govern
economists (and grantmakers

very real possibility of another recession.
Furthermore, also as noted earlier, €uts at the federal level are

likely to lead t0 additional cuts in spending at all government lev-
s because so much federal money flows through state and local
agencies. This means Jess money for all kinds of projects, from the

. smallest to the largest.
e
:;Znsttr:zf g scare you; we just want you €0 think realis
e eﬁlcal‘ly about resources in coming years: If you’re
Ofdw:rfslifs; i\;vllth government Of foundation grants, it’s time
e you to broafezlour funding plan to include other resour
your support through fundraising mecha-

3 ppeals
, events, sponsorships, social medi
)

ces.
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enterprises (which we discuyss i, Lesson 18

ticipants if your target Population ¢ap,

Most importantly, we beljeye that
climate is, there still will be opporeyp,
contracts. It’s just that whep money
more proactive in finding and winnin
going.

Grants and your mission,
support your mission. Reme

), and evep, fees from par-
Support sma]| Paymengs,

.no matter how hag the funding
ities for government grants 4
is scarce you pee to be even
g funds to keep your programs

All fundraising should flow from and
mber that it's one thing to do every-
d grants to SUPPOIL your agency's pro-

ntirely to pursue grants that distract you
your core mission. If you provide services for senior citizens

then suddenly decide to apply for grants for preschoolers just
use there’s money available, you may dilye your organization’s
ctiveness—and raise questions in grantmakers’ minds about your
gies.

s; it’s something else e

If community needs are driving you to expand your services, you
gf.ni{ so in a thoughtful, systematic way—never losing sight of
V ission. If you are a senior center and know that the commu-
2 needs children’s programs (which no other organization pro-
, you may think about creating intergenerational activities
ing together children and seniors) that do not take you so far
hat funders question your ability to do what you say you're
. to do. After you have successfully created and oper.ated the
k. tional programs for a while, you may find it easier—and
Jkers will find it more credible—to branch out into other

ate and local governments give grants
that generally require paperwork,

f contracts) perwo
ations and corporations give

3

lity. Private found
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THE onwy OF o chroubfiaund RNEE[)
through a fun
36 ve gran® usually N OT trustsQ
s ndi\’id s g! -nistefed bya an Oundatiop, luh
rant " ﬂdml ) a regional EISSOCiation of
gra
t

n
urp© ou
for that P the © ,
of ndard Of common apphCation N

areas
[n many lis e
feers Ly pUb e for all particip ating foundations in o
maker: S
1 can US€ T amon TEpPOrt form). Thege
Or

ublish @ S e pom .
area (M5 fings that pructure © . A is wig,
5 e included: The forms diff,

Stb aly

1 agly gimilar in content. A[l requ'“
|

ion €
and the i“formanont are strikin I
a bu ; ¢
are desc ribe the program, present a ratiOna[

) sterials that indicate the organizayiy,
nd document the Organiz;
jon may require additiona[
2 form because it does g,

information;
fit their needs.
Nevertheless:

qt it as gul
m in use in YO . i et 18
foundation you're interested in doesh t provide it

1 find common application forms online; a sam.

.« 2 common applicatigy
ide or model for yoy

for
proposals when 2
own model. You ca
pendix 4.
¢ generally announced through requests for
¢ funding availability (NOFAs), funding
(FOAs), ot other notices that specify
m that must be proposed. Some

< a substantial amount of leeway

|e appears in Ap

Government grants ar
|s (RFPs), notices 0
opportunity announcements
the nature and cost of the progra
government grants allow applicant

P

proposa

eir organizations’ specific needs;

lude guidelines, due dates, and
start to wonder why the

to propose programs that address th
others are very prescriptive. All inc
50 much required information that you will
antmakers don't just write the proposal themselves.
ro '
u?dam(;ns, on the other hand, tend to be less prescriptive: Most
ations i
P o not issue RFPs, although some large ones, like the
ood Johnson Foundation d i d
; , may do so (in this case Jabele
1 Proposals, or CFPs, that def
efine the challenges it wants ©
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ddress): Others may publish requirements gy de

REP for any government grant. S specific as the

Foundations

Foundations range in size from tiny family foundations with no staff
nt decisions are made by family members) and bydgers S;a

51 00,000 t0 huge organizations that haye dozens of professgionall"slt;;
nembers and give away millions each year, Foundations are an j

essive and constantly growing source of fun o
17015 (the latest available information), th
fions grew from 56,582 to 86,203, and giving increased from $27.56
H,f to $62.8 billion. To tap into this resource, you must und'er—
. d the differences among them. This will saye you a good deal of
ime and energy in preparing proposals.

Family foundations. Family foundations often have narrowly fo-
d giving patterns based on the intentions of the donor or the in-
of current family members who are officers or trustees. Many
,[; accept unsolicited proposals, some because they are too small
riew large numbers of proposals, others because their giving is
marked for specific organizations.
Independent private foundations. This type of foundation usu-
s at least a small professional staff, It may have begun as a
foundation but is no longer controlled by the original donor

ding. Between 2000
e number of founda-

riginal endowment or bequest said the money was to be
ganizations that train opera singers, that’s what it is
iscretion that the trustees have in making grants
he best organizations to do the training. If the
are a bit broader—say, for health services
ncome families—many creative projects may
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Fedcrated funds-

benefit the

Federated funds like the Uy,

; |
community by pooling donatite

- 0

businesses and using those funds to ™ ns from'
: ing
Unlike mdependent and family follndzo.rt anr“dr.
o funds from 2 single donor or an tions .
. endOW hlqh

g from the public, federated funds ma; Mep,
mamtafn and

On
0.

"

created 0
viduals and
organizations.
draw primarily7 0
do not seck fundin
ing fundraising oper:

Corporate founda
Jations are independe

funds from the busines

corporate (oundations fu
posals and making grants, but their giving may be somewh, in
at tied

n goals. For example, a drug company’ £
d to fund medical research; a bank’s fo OlCJin.
unds,

qtions.

ions. Corporate, of company-spon
Ored f
) OU

nt entities cpeated by large Corporati, ;
ses themselves or from their found S iy
ers. )

nction like other foundations . Ogt
) eCeiv

pro
to the corporation’s oW
dation may be establishe
tion may fund community development.

Community foundations. In every state in the United States ang

i, Puerto Rico, there are one or more (usually many more; the
. i t tot
tops 650) local foundations called community foundations, ¢ '
i : . , commuy-
nity trusts, or community funds. Community foundations have b
cen

\

a 8t o -
et up to administer individual trust funds or pools of funds fi
rom

individual donors wh
o wa ' i
o nt to benefit their own city or region but
¢ crfeate 2 new foundation. To determine whether there
. isacommunity foundation i
ion in yo I
T your area, search “community founda-
R ? county, or state; check with your local library; ot
g0 ing at i ,
. lg the website of the Grantsmanship Center (discussed
in this lesson and in Appendix 5)
ommunity foundati !
R Wit;i)n or community trust probably includes
th more general very specific purposes in mind as well as
¥ purposes. Living donors to such f nda-
ble to recommend which e
ch organizations should receive

he final de J

5 term :

program ofﬁcg:natlon must be made by the foun
1 IS try to accommodate the donofS’
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LessON 21 WHAT IS A GRANT?

Financial institutions, Fingn.i 39

foundations. ay as Proposals to
How do you find the right foundag;

on? As n
. : 0
s were established to give mone ted

tion Y to causes th
s : at
(o thei original donors, which means th

owly defined programs—for example, m
cicular disease; mental health services fo, teenager:a;;h on a par.
parkland, Florida, and other schoo] shootings; or 4 ji eC;ed by the
sm for senior citizens—while some giye money to a;:: arts e
cange of social, medical, or cultura] issues. Some give r_eSs a.;v1de
"u pport religious purposes; some wil] not consider giving If)olrn::lril iyo:io
purposes- A few give to individuals; most do not. Some fé)undafions
give only within designated geographic areas; others give nationallS
or globally. There is a foundation for every purpose, and you have tz

find the right one for you. .
‘. There are two extraordinary resources for organizations seeking
foundation grants: the Foundation Center and The Grantsmanship
Center. Their focus differs slightly (e.g., the Foundation Center in-

s extensive services for foundations as well as for nonprofits

» Most fOUnda_

were of interegy
at SOme gi

Ve to very nar.
edical res

e The Grantsmanship Center focuses on training and support
2 onprofits), but both organizations provide a wealth of informa-
1 aining, and other assistance online and on-site, some free,
ra fee. Although there is considerable overlap among the in-
and services you'll get from these organizations, it's worth
at each provides; then use the one you find most useful

Center. Your first stop is the Foundation Center, the
1 esources. Its main hub is in New York City, with
¥ tlanta, Cleveland, Washington, DC, and San
h more than 450 Funding Information Network
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; N
Jries, community foundations, unjy, i)
. 5 rs' .
fit organizations across the United States i litles) n
3 There are at least two cooperating collectio, F Oth,

te. These maintain Foundation Cep, g
er

more) in every St
cations and may provide free research capability even th, lﬁlbli.
B0 th
¢

Foundation Center Online requires paid subscriptions fo;
My
of its content. There’s a map at www.grantspace.org/Find. hth
that

will provide the Jocatio

The Foundation Center pr
o foundations, researchers in th
as well as training and tools to find resources ap
. Every grant seeker should become familiar with
Most important are the Foundation Dj.
tion Directory Online (see notes in Ap
many other directories that describe

' foundations and corporations by location, program interests,

"f size of grants given, and many other characteristics, s well as
foundation annual reports. These references will let you identify
grantmakers in your area, find out what kinds of activities they

he general dollar amounts of the grants

prefer to fund, determine t
 they offer, define eligibility, and locate the addresses, telephone

mes of appropriate contacts at the foundations.
be able to get these Foundation Center
her reference materials that will

sites in public libr

nonpro
countries.

n nearest you.
ovides information and other g,
p.

port t e field of philanthropy, an

grant seekers,
apply for grant
its materials and tools.
rectory and the Founda
pendix 5), but there are

‘_numbers, and na
Your local library may
‘ materials for you or may have ot
help you locate foundations in your city or region.
it Center. The other very valuable resource

on grants is The Grantsmanship Center (TGCI), which provides

ation Center recently merged with Guidestar (an organizati b
ion that
useful financial and other informati
mation abOu
t non-

ial donors with
ization is called Candid, which will
’ i

ions). The new nonprofit organ

ctions of both. As we write, both of the original webs;
vebsites remai

S remain

anization is working to
Create g gj
single

use those, but the new org
Both of the original orgutiizai
ions

information from both.
' fees for most services.

Scanned with CamScanner



RANT? ‘
I (AT A 47

l£5$0 ouroother prospective funders. Also, jf you are a new
’ rr‘,ducc: program this small amount of funding can he vital
N ati0" ‘?m dhow foundations and other funders that someone
L 2 in you. As we will discuss later, funders [ike give
F:coﬂﬁdcn;; chow some capacity; they want evidence that thejr
(h: v ]msbcl well spent and t'hat the organization is abje to accom-
o~ h ¢ the applicant promises. .
it 1 visi all your elected officials; follow them on Twit-
f 50‘3” an information on your programs, and invite them to
£ et (h:t:heir staff will attend, but they are the ones who wil]
- e commendations so it pays to keep them informed,

s
in re .
. funding ier to get letters of support and/or commitment if

2 obeess

; eady familiar with your work. In case you think we’re ex-
re alr

ve emphasize the need to call on your local elected
ember: It’s their job. They care about improving

; m
1. for helps € ,
llls el constituents. And when grant money pours into
vves

. unities, it can only be a plus for them.
] wm

the Internet
e one of the very few grant-seeking organizations that do
have Internet access, you'd better make this your highest
The cost is low and the benefits are significant to any or-
n, especially to the staff who need information to design
and seek funding for them. Not only is grant information
eshaustive “best practices” information easily found online,
fereasingly, government and foundation grant applications
be submitted electronically. And there are search engines
7 your organization (though only in pennies) to do your
00 cheir site,
jour organization doesn’t have a website or access to
dway to develop them. There are sites that allow
}yebsite and maintain it for very low monthly
Website, Twitter account, and Facebook page
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{ questions about the avail
0 )

ﬂlmut

ability of grants in your area—

. and just
anything else you want to know. !

Pubﬁcations and Newsletters

Many for-profit organizations sell newsletters and books providing
information about federal grants. Some offer information on founda-
ion and corporate grants as well. We have subscribed to or purchased
these publications in the past but have found that our own online
escarch produces results that are just as effective and as timely (or
more s0). However, some of them do discuss trends in government
and foundation funding as well as current grant opportunities, so
i you have a particular area of interest (such as youth funding or
health care funding), you may want to try a free sample or even a
year's subscription to one of these publications to see if it works for
you. We prefer not to make any recommendations here, but we will
qy that some companies appear to do much more exhaustive re-
h and seem to have more “insider information” about future
yrospects than others; we suggest you review them carefully
subscribe.
pay want to check out a free publication online. Philanthropy

org) that provides updates on trends and news in philan-
is searchable. PND also highlights an “RFP of the day”
of the day”), and it lets you sign up for alerts.

a good idea to read the trade publications—magazines,
ewspapers, professional journals, and blogs in your field
t—s0 that your grant proposal reflects current trends and
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44 (ganizations Remember tly, g b
0

Ocal .Orities,_children, Seniors’ Peo Cl\,l'
Il

s for
hips fo
spoNsors e , i T
cation has 18075 e likely to be interesteq i, hely. My
ganizatio _gndism ithin its guidelin p'n&’
. ' (s wi €s.
sual impairme? ou operate falls ion join such cjyi ! manah’"
. i
if the program ¥ our organization J _ . associatigeh
 board members qt connections with business leaders o
0 ortad

. ) ln !

i n's progra th

{ promote the organizations p bg ;ns. Doryy e’(pee

' : to start, but do \

community am ) businesses, at least ) ‘be prepare d,

any large gifts from ot methods that we descrihe inp, U
elop

art [['
use the proposal dev

Federal Grants '

deral grants are , s Pubj
Like Othe{—ﬁrami;:z of the grant, the eligible recipients, the Methy
purpose. | hend

d the terms and conditions are sgeciﬁed in t}‘1e legislation
. each grant program and in detailed regulatlons that g,
aid ﬁt in the statute or added by the funding agency, Sop,
have relatively few restrictions while others are [adey, Wi

made to accomplish SOme

grants process, grant availability, and federal agenciey
. ) applications is online at WWW.grants.gov, a site we/|
. in Appendix 5. :
Otfor-profit organizations—and even local governmen
aid of the work involyed in obtaining (and report-
i gr'al.lu But organizations that g0 to the trouble of
"1tINg @ winning federy] proposal often find that
can offer su.bstantial, stable, multiyear funding.
ons also gajpy credibility whep, applying for state,

ing— g ! .
e well a5 $Ome breathing room ina
5 ttional fyyp, ing sources.

1ONstrage |
-5 that fe :
age by, deral proposals took mor

a 2 -
Winning Proposals took more
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[ into 3 public space and giy,
y()u

i nformation ag¢: i

ys nam= =" his i
uts the agen© bility I 15 , ,
[ of credi .l useful websites for finding gr,, 0

' Ve
certain 1€ ibes $O
. 5 descriD® nost jmportant for you to ex

. 0
foundationcenter.org) "¢
, an
tgci.com) for foundy d
on

en ) for f
d v (httpr//www.grants-gOV or federal 8rangy
and U iti di |
i and [ocal entiti€s a(liso z;r e PTO;;dmg fund.

reasin ig for it.
Inc " e, but you ofter have to dig for it- 1€ amoyy,
formation aD f finding it varies from state £0 sate. Song

. a 1

of inform O hat are easy to USE: In others, if you djg

ific agencies of interest (€8 education, health

a little deeper O spec ' '
ith their own funding sections

i1l find many Wi
d grant information. State and local agency

for obtaining statistics and other infor-

en writing your needs ass

criminal justice),
that list their contacts an
.« ]so can be good SOUTCES

ation that you will need wh
"n 7 ~

A community foundations,
- d individual foundations have an online presence and are of-

ich with information that should be significant for grant seekers

essment (see

regional associations of grantmak-
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lable at the Foundation Cen R
t N
er O"“ne. . Fgu

of 'hi‘

ai

The 990s ar¢ av.
writings you €21 find them for free.
Teis helpful to know what kinds of organizations ang
(oundation T . For instance, a foundation g TOje,
viduals and all for-profit organizations are e“S?.*V N r:(h
ad its annual reports, you nof-lble to apdi.
Ice tha[ Ny

for grants, put when you re:
foundation has funded only medxcal. schools—not their st g,
the last five years: Another foundation may indicate in i e%\w
g“'del
lnQ

that its average grants are petween $100,000 and $200,000
ost $350,000, you shouldn’t expect to get it ali :o ifyo,
you ask for it anyway, do expect your request t(:(f’“t §
And if you also notice in the annual report o t}llrri[ate
foundation hasn’t actually ﬁ‘ndede aigo

y.

thing for more than $50,000, far less than the minimum they specig
you probably should call to find out if they've changed their gUidelined‘
: n one foundation—initiated website that mes,

ay

= should mentio
; scuss it a bit more in Appendix 5. Here we|
for Disaster Philanthropy has a websjte

ful to organizations working to relieve
e results of fires, hurricanes
]

types of not-

project will
foundation. If

the gmnrmaker.
tha in the last three years this

X

interest; we'll di
just i:e that the Center
that may have information use
unities that are struggling with th

d other natural disasters:

Alchough some foundations are
d may even offer some tec
most want to know that you
that you are aware of its wo

rt, that you have looked at

interested in brand-new organi-
hnical assistance in preparing a
know the ropes. Let the foun-
tk, that you have studied the
the organizations and indi-
making a careful decision
e shy about letting the
nt of research you

x see why you chose it and the amou
your proposal

el e to ensure that there are no holes in

'businesses may fulfill their civic respOﬂSi’

 sponsorships to nonprofit organization*
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cities and counties, have
«
an “e.

even som
vig email and automatica]| Tang
yr

Some states,
,V . d

y've 1n icated an intere

St. H

in whi¢ you '
. categori® for which Y0
|aces i may be harde
ever, i
. ¢ormation an it 15 or fou

¢ library to see what refere
d local agenc©

r to rrack down state dow_
nd |
0-

ndation or federal g
Ia

nce SOUrces are availaglts.
jes tha e
gin tO identt ' e : t would be like[y’
fund you' program® nd get touch with £7¢ appropriate staff
be placed O , snail-mailing list for specifi

4 municipalities this usu

In larger states

system

funding opportunities ’
i+ can take st a few one calls.
srent N finding the right

cted officials are

Jepartment
al elected ofﬁczals.
nt resour ' g important that they know
.on because they can help you find and
erimes have small

heir discretion.
locali-

Your Jocal ele

or local funding- at t

cials have th . [f not, many

:publish Jistings of their names and addresses; 2 your library
:on on how to reach them-

send out pefi Jistings:

gain,

n
the New York State
thly, as @ mailing and online (

jcation Jescribes current and
1l agi sor;ledfederal and foundation OPP
officials ili

o mailings, so make sure you are

liStS an
d read the mailings to 5¢¢ what
e interested i

ants as We
ortu-
Virtually all elected

. and/or email

fficials are on th
, what causes th

ey ar

es the groups for which the
y haVe prOVid
ed fundi
n srate afld local e'[ected offcials probabl u‘ndmg,
ey bitofundng antilp, ad gl
eate senator likes your organization YSC;L; local ;;Jun»
: an official

our O

S .
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technical assistance ang faining y,, Nonprofy, Organizg;
of its extensive "ﬂi“"‘ng and Subscription SerVices nowa :e'on?-_ Most
that can be substantial, ¢ 5, least o Of the . quire fe
of its website, a map tha lets yoy search f,
is still free (Appendix 5). Based in Log
B e T locé untry, inclyg.
ing a five-day workshop on ﬁndmg and prepy;i
Other two- to five-day workshops teach pr,
research grants, preparing federg] Proposals
ment topics, and more. The center publighe
(including its own excellent PT-og'mm l?lanni
ide) as well as on grants admunstrauon a
tg;managiﬂg and supporting nonprofit orga

tions ¢y S5

POsal prepary;

nd other topi

CS usefy]
Nizatjopg,

roaching foundations. Before you submj

APP' you would be very wise to check jts
foundaﬂo?’{ undations are not online) or cg] or
g e : application form or guidelines (if j;
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Ul do}fsnx:d by the way, when you're checking out the foup.
Q-Lhis la’ter' Od ’I'a es, you would be wise to make 2 note of the cyr
s e mor’1’s name, email address, and phone number, and
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Weslibd cinet: tlTe federal government probably will continue a
rrend toward devolution that has increased in recent years: pushing
funding out to state agencies, and sometimes to major cities, that it
used to award directly to nonprofit organizations or local govern-
ment agencies. Governments must still apply for such funding, but
nonprofits will have to keep track of it and apply through their own
seates, cities, and school districts. Nevertheless, despite this process
and despite our own concerns about the climate for federal funding
in the next few years, we urge you to be alert to the possibility of
appropriate federal grants in your overall fundraising plan.

It is important to get your hands on any grant information as
early as possible to give you the maximum time needed to develop
a proposal. Appendix 5 describes websites for the most important
federal funding sources.

Elected officials. If you are pursuing federal grants, you also
hould visit the local office of your congressional representative and
'~ enators. Their staff have access to grant information and many will
: be happy to put you on a mailing or email list so they can send you
 this information. You also will want their support when you apply
' for a federal grant, so invite them to visit your organization and its

programs and put them on your own mailing lists.

:-. State and Local Government Grants

, Some cities make grant information available free of charge to resi-
dents through a municipal library, government office, or other public
formation center. School systems may provide such grant informa-
L tion to staff, parents, and students. Large not-for-profit organizations
:» e sometimes willing to share funding information with smaller
o1 es, especially if they need to form partnerships to win grants Not

ization or an agency that didn’t seek funding. This is no
the information is out there. And it is usually cost-free
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Keep in mind that in a bad economy,
’

on their giving- But when they oy help, there i

versity in the ﬂm(')unt and type of SUBport thy cortreme.ndous dic
National corporations may gjye only or pre ni‘;fatlons ‘offer.
organizations, or they may give only in the i Whey tohnatlonal
their business offices or factorjes, Some give ¢, o2 te they haye
ported by their own employees. A corner dr
Little League team from a three-block gy

puying T-shirts with the team’s name (o

ar i
Ny busmesses may cut hack

domina

anizations sup-
UgStore may sponger the
ea—which might meap
nd the drugstore’s logo).

Businesses may give only to major cultural institutions universiti
) 1e

hospitals, or other largé Organizati.ons witha strong fundraising track
record, or they may be interested in Supporting small Jocg]
a specific region. Their decisions may be made by top management
a marketing department, their own interna] giving offices; corporate’
p_hilanthrol’y or corporate responsibility departmems, or indepen-
nt foundations.
~ Although philanthropy is important for its own sake o many cor-
ations, it is usually tied to business concerns as well. If you can
show how a grant to your organization wil] bring broad recognition
.s“ publicity to the donor, even the most public-spirited company wil

S,

groups in

sing these gifts—and your board members should be involved
his effort. Start with your local bank branch. Ask the manager
e bank provides assistance to a group like yours and what youy
we to do to apply for it. Call every major business located in your
munity to see if the company has a giving program. If you know
iness leader well, ask for suggestions about where to go for help.
Lare ready to go to a major corporation, you can find lists
s near you at the Foundation Center or Grantsmanship
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