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Sample Components of a Case Brief

Case Name (Jurisdiction + Date)

Parties: Plaintiff (legal relationship to defendant)

Defendant (legal relationship to plaintiff)

Legal Claim or Defense:

Facts:

Include all relevant facts

Relevant facts are those the court found important to its ruling
Write the facts in your own words

Organize the facts regarding events chronologically, or

e Organize the facts separately as they are relevant to each legal issue

Procedural History:

End the fact section with the procedural history

Procedural history = history of a case from the time a lawsuit was filed until it
came before the court that is now deciding it

Include any dispositive motions

Include the lower court’s decision, the grounds for that decision, any intermediate
appellate court decisions, the grounds for those decisions, and identify the party
who appealed

Issue = legal question the court must resolve

Write the issue as a question that can be answered “yes” or “no”
Include the rule of law that governs the dispute

Include the material facts

Identify the parties generally by their relationship to the legal claim

Holding:

Holding = answer to the issue or the court’s decision
Holding is not the rule of law

Reasoning:

Reasoning = heart of the case brief

Include the court’s EXPLANATION and SUPPORT for its decision
Include the rules of law the court relied upon to reach its decision
Include the interpretation or rules the court rejected

Include the court’s discussion of policy

Policy = Notions of fairness, social justice, judicial economy, economic
efficiency, etc.

Always think about implicit policy (unspoken policy that might also be
underlying a court’s decision)

Include any dissenting or concurring opinions

Include court’s disposition of case (make sure you understand disposition)




