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observer noted that among the Tupi “what belongs to one belongs to all.” But they did
take great pride in adorning themselves with red and black body paint, necklaces, and
pracelets made from stones and shells, and lip plugs fashioned from polished jadeite.
Brilliantly colored feathers were also used to make headdresses and other garments worn
by shamans and other important people.

Tupi setflements usually had from 400 to 800 inhabitants. Groups of up to 60 interre-
lated nuclear families lived together in large houses. Leadership at the family level and
higher was patrilineal. Councils of male elders made decisions for their tribes and preserved
the collective memory. Labor was divided by gender. Men felled trees, hunted, and fished,
while women planted and harvested crops. Certain crafts, such as the making of baskets and
hammocks, were performed by both men and women. Females as well as males also served
as shamans or healers in Tupi society.

The Tupi were aggressive people who often fought among themselves. Young men
had to distinguish themselves in battle before they were allowed to marry, and men of all
ages earned prestige by taking enemy captives. Prisoners were then sacrificed and eaten,
but not before they had been carried back to their captor’s home and subjected to public
humiliation by the women of the village.

The “Pueblo” Peoples of New Mexico

The people who lived in what is now the northern part of the state of New Mexico received
their first foreign “visitors” when Francisco Vizquez de Coronado and his entourage
arrived in the early 1540s. The Spanish admired their large apartmentlike adobe
dwellings, calling them pueblos, the Spanish word for town. In time, the name came to be
applied to the people as well, even though they were in fact made up of several different
groups who spoke mutually unintelligible languages.

The dry climate and cold winters of New Mexico forced the Pueblo peoples to work
hard to provide for their basic needs. They developed elaborate irrigation systems to
water their fields of maize, squash, cotton, and tobacco. They also obtained buffalo hides
and other goods by trading with native peoples who inhabited the plains east of Pueblo
territory.

Pueblo society stressed social conformity and subordination of the individual to the
group. Younger adults were expected always to defer to their elders in matters of leadership
and service. Gender roles were also carefully prescribed. Men were hunters and warriors
and performed heavy labor in the fields, while women cooked, cared for children, and
made pottery and baskets. Women also constructed and maintained the adobe dwellings.
Although people traced their lineage through the female line and observed a gender com-
plementarity somewhat comparable to that of Andeans, males dominated Pueblo religion.
At least until after menopatuse, women were not permitted to enter the kivas, the circular
buildings where sacred objects were kept and important rituals performed.

The Pueblos developed a highly sophisticated culture in a challenging environment,
but nothing on the order of what the Aztecs and Incas achieved. In the 1530s, Spaniards in
Mexico heard rumors about them and concluded that otro México—another Mexico—lay
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deep in the interior of the continent. Immediately, they organized an expedition to the far
north. What they found was a bitter disappointment—adobe buildings that scarcely com-
pared with the temples and palaces of the lords of Tenochtitlan and rulers whose political
control reached only to the limits of a single “town.” The Pueblos provided sixteenth-
century Europeans with yet another example to show that the people they lumped
together as “Indians” in fact were even more diverse than the societies they had known
back in the “old world.”

THE SPANISH AND THE PORTUGUESE

Just as the Inca and Aztec rulers were building their power, a similar process was taking
place on the Therian Peninsula as the emerging national monarchies of Spain and
Portugal asserted their control over their political rivals. Like their counterparts in
Mesoamerica and the Andes, the new monarchs of Iberia achieved greater political
centralization than their predecessors and used history, religion, and ideology to buttress
their positions. To a much greater degree than the Aztecs or the Incas, however, they
insisted that their subjects conform fully to the officially sanctioned religion and eventu-
ally expelled religious deviants from their dominions. '

Also in sharp contrast to the lords of Cuzco and Tenochtitlan, the Iberian monarchs
showed an interest in what might lie beyond the ocean. Members of Portugal’s royal
family took the lead, experimenting with new navigation techniques and sponsoring
expeditions along the coast of Africa from the early fifteenth century onward. By the time
that King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella assumed their thrones in the 1470s, Spain was
ready for overseas exploration as well. The Iberians’ curiosity would have fateful conse-
quences for the peoples of the Americas.

Centuries of Conquest

Iberia’s position at the western end of the Mediterranean meant that for hundreds of years
it was exposed to outsiders who indelibly shaped its culture. Between 800 and 1106 BCE,
Phoenicians from the eastern Mediterranean established colonies along the southern
coast, Phoenician merchants sold oil, wine, jewelry, and ivory to Iberians in exchange for
gold, silver, copper, and tin. They also brought new techniques of metalworking and a form
of writing that archaeologists have found on tombstones in what is now southern Portugal.
Greek traders appeared in Iberia by about 600 BCE, followed in turn by the Carthaginians,
who conquered the central and southern parts of the peninsula in the third century BCE
and set up a naval base at the present-day Spanish port of Cartagena. '

The Romans began their conquest of Iberia in 218 BCE. Dozens of Roman colonies
appeared throughout Hispania, the Roman name for the Iberian Peninsula. The
Romans’ cultural impact was enormous, ranging from law and architecture to language
and religion. Latin evolved on the peninsula into modern Spanish, Portuguese, and
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Intellectual, artistic, and practical pursuits flourished in Muslim Iberia. The newcom-
ers brought with them Arabic translations of texts on astronomy, mathematics, geography,
and medicine from Persia, India, and Greece, including the work of the philosopher
Aristotle. Christian scholars later rendered these texts into Latin, and subsequently circu-
lated them to the rest of Europe. The Muslims introduced better irrigation techniques
and new crops such as sugarcane and rice. They taught Iberians new craft specialties such
as silk weaving and leatherworking, Spain’s famous steel industry at Toledo also dates from
the Muslim occupation. Arabic became the mostly widely spoken language in Iberia, not
only among Muslims but among Christians and Jews as well. Christians even celebrated
the mass and other rites in Arabic, and hundreds of Arabic words made their way into the
Spanish and Portuguese languages.

Medieval Iberia and the Reconquista

By the mid-eighth century, Christians of the northern kingdoms began the Reconguista, a
centuries-long process by which they wrested control of the Iberian Peninsula from the
Muslims. Religion supplied a powerful driving force, but hunger for land to support a
growing population also motivated the Christians’ advance. As they gradually expanded
their domains, the kingdoms of Castile (so named for the many castles, or castillos, built
along the enemy frontier)—as well as Le6n, Aragén, and Portugal took shape. But
medieval Iberia also witnessed long periods of relatively peaceful coexistence between
Christian and Muslim states. Often divided among themselves, Christian kingdoms some-
times struck alliances with Muslims against other Christian kingdorms.

The balance of power began shifting in the Christians’ favor with the fragmentation of
Muslim political unity after 1031. By the mid-thirteenth century, the Reconquista was nearly
complete. The capture of the southern region known as the Algarve in 1249 eliminated the
last Muslim power in Portugal. Meanwhile King Fernando Il of Castile, later canonized as
a saint by the Catholic church, conquered Andalusja in the south, including the great cities
of Cordoba and Seville. At Cérdoba, the victorious Christians reconsecrated the city’s splen-
did mosque as a Catholic church (see Plate 5). In the east, Aragén took Valencia in 1238,
Only the kingdom of Granada in southern Spain remained under Muslim control, and its
rulers were forced to pay regular sums of money in tribute to the monarchs of Castile.

Centuries of intermittent war with the Muslims left important marks on Iberian soci-
ety and culture. Knights who led the southward thrust were rewarded with vast tracts of
land, and other Christians willing to settle in newly conquered territories received grants
as well, thereby setting a precedent that would later be followed in the Americas. The
Reconquista also reinforced traditional gender roles and a double standard of sexual
conduct. Men were valued for their fighting abilities, and local authorities tolerated their
sexual transgressions. Women, on the other hand, contributed to the Reconquista by
recreating Christian family life in the new settlements within the seclusion of their homes
and under the patriarchal sway of husbands and fathers,

Iberian Christians believed that the apostle St, James, known in Spanish as Santiago
Matamoros, “killer of Moors” (Muslims), had aided in their victories. His reputed burial
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Mutual toleration had its limits, however. In Christian and Muslim states alike, bloody
purges periodically took the lives of many Jews, and Christians were sometimes sold as
slaves to Muslims in Morocco. Discrimination against Jews grew noticeably in the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries. In Iberia and just about everywhere in medieval Europe,
Jews living in Christian kingdoms had to wear special identifying badges and paid higher
taxes. Many towns confined them to specific residential enclaves and restricted their
economic activities, All Jews were banished from Aragén in the fourteenth century. In the
face of rising persecution, many Spanish and Portuguese Jews nominally converted to
Catholicism but often continued to practice their ancestral faith in secret. These “New
Christians” became targets of popular prejudice and of restrictive laws barring them from
certain occupations.

Ferdinand and Isabella thus assumed their respective thrones in a time of mounting
religious intolerance. Known as the “Catholic Kings,” they used the power of the crown to
enforce conformity. In 1478, they received the pope’s permission to establish the Holy
Office of the Inquisition to discipline New Christians who persisted in the practice of
Judaism, as well as other Catholics who entertained ideas that ran counter to the teach-
ings of the Church. Some 2000 New Christians were reportedly executed under
Inquisition auspices in the 1480s, while many others were banished from their home-
towns. In 1492, the monarchs ordered all remaining Jews to convert to Catholicism or
leave Spanish territory. As a result, the number of superficial converts grew. Many Jews
fled to Portugal, only to be faced with the same choice of forced conversion or perma-
nent exile just a few years later. Portuguese authorities proved much more lax than their
Spanish counterparts in enforcing these provisions, and those who did convert to

Christianity fared somewhat better in Portugal because until 1586 there was no
Inquisition to scrutinize their behavior.

"The growing concern for religious purity brought fateful consequences for Muslims
as well. Castile embarked upon a campaign to capture Granada in the 1480s and
succeeded in 1492. Zealous clergy, with support from Queen Isabella, then set about
converting Granada’s Muslims to Catholicism and ordered the burning of thousands of
Islamic books. In 1502, all Muslims living in Spain were told to become Catholics or
leave. The Portuguese crown had issued a similar decree a few years before. Many
Muslims followed the example of the Jews, converting superficially while continuing to
practice Islam in secret.

A key figure in Spain’s growing religious militancy was Francisco Jiménez de
Cisneros, Archbishop of Toledo and head of the Inquisition. While working to eradicate
all traces of Islam and Judaism, he also turned his attention to reforming the Spanish
Catholic Church from within, exhorting his fellow clergy and the faithful to return to the
doctrinal purity and behavioral austerity of the early Christians. The Spanish Church
thus purged itself without breaking from Rome and stood ready to defend Catholicism

against the Protestant Reformation and to undertake ambitious missionary efforts in the
American colonies.
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Iberian Society in the Fifteenth Century
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seclusion of their homes. Denied access to the priesthood, women had no formal roles in
official religious ritual comparable to those of their counterparts in Andean society. Even
nuns were subject to the discipline of their bishops.

Not all women lived within the rules dictated by patriarchy, however. Lower-class
women simply could not remain secluded within their homes; they had to seek whatever
work they could find in order to support themselves and their families. More and meore
women headed their own households, especially as growing numbers of men headed off
on the overseas expeditions that began when Portuguese navigators first began probing
southward along the African coast. Women also resisted the forced orthodoxy that
Catholic authorities tried to impose. It was often mothers who kept Jewish beliefs and
rites alive within the privacy of New Christian households, and the Inquisition prosecuted
numerous women, old Christians and new alike, for heretical beliefs.

Iheria and the Beginnings of Overseas Expansion

The Mediterranean Sea bustled with commerce in the fifteenth century. At its eastern
end, merchants exchanged woolen textiles and other European goods for Asian mer-
chandise transported by caravans along the famous Silk Road of Central Asia or on ships
up the Red Sea from the Indian Ocean. Cinnamon, pepper, ginger, cloves, and other
spices from India and points eastward had become highly coveted additives to the
Western European diet. Asian silks, cotton textiles, sugar, slaves, and precious stones
found ready markets in Europe as well. Italians from Genoa and Venice dominated this
trade, and they had pioneered sophisticated systems of credit, accounting, contract law,
and maritime insurance.

Meanwhile, Europeans were making significant advances in navigation science,
including the use of the magnetic compass and new ships that could take better advan-
tage of winds on the opén sea. By the fifteenth century, Portugal had taken the lead in
these developments, thanks in large part to the initiative of King Jodo I's son Prince
Henry (dubbed “the Navigator” by nineteenth-century historians). He gathered experts
in navigation and geography and sponsored voyages along the coast of Africa and out
into the Atlantic, voyages that would launch his nation as a world power.

Portugal’s overseas empire officially began with the seizure of the Muslim stronghold
of Ceuta on the Moroccan coast opposite Gibraltar in 1415. Over the next several
decades, Portuguese merchants and sailors pushed farther south along the coast of
Africa, establishing trading posts where they obtained gold, ivory, and slaves from local
rulers in exchange for European horses, saddles, clothing, and tools. In 1498, a
Portuguese expedition led by Vasco da Gama sailed around Africa and on to India, and
over the next few decades his countrymen established trading posts at Goa on the west
coast of India, in present-day Malaysia and Indonesia, and at Macao on the coast of China.

Portuguese merchants no longer needed Italian or Muslim intermediaries to access
the wealth of what fifteenth-century Europeans called the “Indies,” a term that included
not only India but all of Asia and, by extension, any far-off land that might yield exotic
merchandise and handsome profits. By no means did they believe that sailing around the
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e only way to the lucrative markets of Asia, however. Most knowledge-

tip of Africa was th
the world was round and that one could sail westward and

able people understood that

eventually reach the Orient. _
In fact, Iberian navigators had already begun to venture out into the uncharted

waters of the Atlantic. During the course of the ffteenth century, Portugal settled the
previously uninhabited Azores and Madeira. Both Spain and Portugal fought over the

rights to the Canary Islands until the dispute was settled in favor of Castile in 1479. The

Guanches, native to the Canaries, were all but destroyed in the process, sharing the fate
sugar plantations in

that would later befall Native Americans. Spanish and Portuguese
the Adantic islands also foreshadowed the ones they would later set up in Brazil and the

Caribbean.

CONCLUSION

The fifteerith and early sixteenth centuries of the Christian calendar witnessed the rise of

onarchies—the Aztecs and the Incas in the Americas and Spain and Portugal

on the southwestern fringe of Europe. As neighbors, Spain and Portugal of course were

well aware of one another. Portugal had fought many battles to avoid being absorbed by

Castile. The lords of Tenochtitlan and Guzco may have heard sketchy rumors of one

another’s existence but devoted their attention entirely to people closer to home that

s for their expanding dominions.

what lay across the Atlantic. The Portuguese and
the Spanish, however, were open to the possibility that venturing out to sea might yield
great wealth and untold adventure. For many generations, they had heard the tales of
China brought back by the thirteenth-century Italian traveler, Marco Polo, and they were
familiar with exotic merchandise to be had from Asia. Their religious traditions taught
them something of far-off lands as well. Many believed that the apostle Thomas had
carried the teachings of Jesus to India, and legends of Christian kingdoms in the east
circulated throughout medieval Europe. Their knowledge of distant lands, both real and
fictional, spread even more quickly following the invention of the printing press in the

midfifteenth century.
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to war, killing thousands and enslaving many more. Gountless others died of smallpox,
measles, and other “old world” diseases to which they had no previous exposure.

The natives who encountered Columbus and his crew on Guanahanf could not have
known it, but these travel-weary sailors constituted the advance guard of a massive and
brutal occupation of the Americas. The people of this hemisphere did not simply
become passive victims of conquest, however. Some persistently fought back or retreated
to remote deserts, mountains, and jungles beyond the intruders’ reach. Others forged
tactical alliances with the invaders in hope of gaining an advantage over long-standing
enemies or to assure their personal survival and advancement under the new regime,
The result was a colonial society built on indigenous accommodation and resistance as
well as on European greed, military prowess, political drive, and religious fervor.

THE EUROPEANS ARRIVE

'The people of the Caribbean and coastal Brazil were the first to experience the European
invasion. Their settlements, their material culture, and their political organization bore
litte resemblance to Columbus’s hometown of Genoa or the highly sophisticated
societies of Asia that the European sailors knew at least by reputation. But ambitious
Spanish and Portuguese colonists quickly found other ways to profit from their acciden-
tal landfall—gold in the interior of Hispaniola, Cuba, and Puerto Rico and dyewoods in
Brazil. Their pursuit of these commodities inaugurated a chain of events that would have
profound consequences for the native Caribbeans and Brazilians.

Columbus and the First Encounters

Queen Isabella of Castile was a busy monarch in the early months of 1492. In January, she
accepted the surrender of the last Muslim raler of Granada, and 3 months later she
signed a contract with Christopher Columbus, who had finally persuaded her to sponsor
a voyage to the west, across the “Ocean Sea.” Both the queen and Columbus had high
expectations for what the voyage might yield. Isabela accordingly named him admiral,
viceroy, and governor of whatever lands he might encounter, and guaranteed him “one-
tenth of all merchandise, whether pearls, gems, gold, silver, spices, or goods of any kind,
that may be acquired by purchase, barter or any other means, within the boundaries of
said Admiralty jurisdiction.”

Columbus then proceeded to outfit three ships and 90 men for his voyage, They set
sail in early Angust of 1492, Arriving at Guanahani, he claimed the island for Castile
before heading on to the north coast of Cuba and then eastward to the island of
Hispaniola. A triumphant Columbus arrived back in Spain in early March 1493. With him
sailed several Tainos he had taken into custody. Fager to persuade the monarchs to
finance a return voyage, Columbus gave a glowing report on his discoveries. “I found very
many islands, inhabited by numberless people,” he proclaimed. Cuba and Hispaniola
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Venezuela, while Portuguese navigators landed on the northeast tip of Brazil in
1500. Within a quarter century of Columbus’s first voyage, European explorers and
cartographers had sketched a remarkably complete oudine of the Caribbean, as well as
the eastern coasts of North, Central, and South America, and had crossed the Isthmus of
Panamai to the Pacific Ocean. The Italian Amerigo Vespucci’s accounts of his Jjourneys

circulated so widely in Europe that a form of his first name, “America,” began appearing
on maps of the new continent,

The Caribbean Colonies

Only Spain and Portugal were at this point ready to form permanent colonies in the
Americas. Spanish settlement remained confined to Hispaniola for nearly two decades fol-
lowing Columbus’s voyage. The city of Santo Domingo, founded in 1496, became the capital
of the new colony. Queen Isabella soon reneged on the broad concessions she had made to
Columbus, as the potential riches of Hispaniola became more evident and he proved inca-
pable of establishing order there. In 1500, a new governor took command and promptly had
Columbus arvested. Two years later, another 2500 colonists arrived. Between 1508 and 1511,

other Spaniards began the permanent occupation of Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba.
Early settlers in the Caribbean su

pported themselves by panning for gold in the
islands’

interior highlands, Adapting practices employed during the reconquest of Iberia
from the Muslims, they commandeered local natives to work and raided outlying islands
and the southeastern mainland of North America for slaves. Popular legend holds that
Juan Ponce de Leén, a veteran of Columbus’s second voyage and conqueror of Puerto
Rico, was looking for a “fountain of youth” when he landed in Florida in 1513, In truth,
he sought gold and slaves. He never found the former, but native peoples from Florida
were forcibly taken off to work in the Caribbean islands. Spaniards who engaged in slave

raids assuaged their consciences by arguing that these Indians had resisted Christianity
and thus had been legitimately captured. _

The indigenous population of the Caribbean region declined dramatically-during
the first wo decades affer 1492, Some Hatives-died in battles with the Spaniards, while
others succumbed to the exploitive new labor regime. The demands of the European
colonists disrupted native agriculture. Sickness, aggravated by malnutrition, also played a
significant part. Although the first recorded outbreak of smallpox did not come until
1518, influenza and bacterial infections afflicted S

paniards and natives alike from the
1490s onward,

A few Spaniards rallied to the natives’ defense. Foremost among them were a hand- -
ful of Dominican friars. In 1511, Antonio de Montesinos delivered a fiery sermon to the
leading Spanish settlers in Santo Domingo, warning that they faced eternal damnation if
they continued in their ways. Later, another Dominican, Bartolomé de Las Casas, took u

the cause. In response to pressure from the Dominicans and other clerics, King A

T !
Ferdinand issued laws codifying the @ncom 'g?;_@(the practice of distributing Indian J

workers to individual Spaniards) and stipulated that the holders of these grants, called .
encomenderos, were to protect and Christianize the natives allotted to _them.
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presence in Brazil. Proprietor Duarte Coelho Pereira, a former soldier and diplomat in
India, recruited numerous settlers and expanded the region’s economic base, previously
centered on dyewoods, to include sugar production. He also cultivated good relations
with Indians in Pernambuco. His brother-in-law married the daughter of a local chief,
and the proprietor encouraged other colonists to do likewise.
In other respects, however, the development of these captaincies proved disastrous
-for the indigeiious peoples of Brazil. During the first 30 years after Cabral’s arrival,
when Portuguese settlers were few in number, the natives retained substantial control
over the terms of their interaction with the foreigners. They cut dyewood when and
where they pleased and exchanged the logs for knives and other useful tools brought
from Europe. The successful donatirios and their accompanying entourages disrupted

this simple barter economy, as aspiring sugar planters enslaved the natives and a
priated their lands,

ppro-

. THE SPANISH IN MESOAMERICA AND THE ANDES

Most of the captaincies failed. for reasons

Meanwhile, the Spanish established sizable permanent colonies, well stocked with familiar
plants and domestic animals, and forced indigenous peoples to extract gold from the
islands’ interior highlands. Al\r{mst overnight, th_¢ natives of the Caribbean went from
«trading partners to slaves. At the SATHeE tinie, explorations along the coast of Mesoamerica
yielded tantalizing rumors of fabulous kingdoms on the mainland. In 1517 and 1518, two
separate expeditions landed in Yucatdn. Fven in decline, the Mayan city-states were far
more impressive than anything Europeans had seen thus far in the Americas. Then in
1519, Herndn Cortés led several hundred of his countrymen over the mountains to the
great city of Tenochtitlan. The discovery of the Inca empire followed 13 years later.

Given the formidable military prowess and imperial grandeur of the Aztecs and the
Incas, conflict with the invaders was all but inevitable. Victory in battle, almost always with
the help of native allies, transformed the Spanish colonial project once again. The
mainland held riches far greater than the islands of the Caribbean. The large and highly
disciplined populations of Mexico and Peru appeared to be potential subjects of the.
Spanish crown, converts to Christianity, workers in the colonists’ new ente

rprises, and |
active collaborators in building a new society, '

Cortés and the Aztecs

By 1518, Cuba had become the center of Spanish operations in the Caribbean, and it was
from there that the expeditions to Mesoamerica were launched. With word of promising
discoveries in Yucatin, Cuba’s governor, Diego Velizquez, commissioned a local
encomendero, Herndn Cortés, to lead an expedition to the mainland. Cortés prepared
energetically for his new assignment, so much so that the governor began to see him as a
rival and rescinded his commission. Ambitious and headstrong, Cortés set sail anyway,
with 11 ships and about 500 men under his command.




