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People of Alaska (4th ed.
E
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hecause the intellectual and cultural atmosphere of the mid-rw entieth century

as an unwanted relic to be eradi-
cated from the political face of the United States. Fede

viewed Native American t‘]gh'r*:; L-l:m_f Loncerns

ral policy initiatives in
the 19505 such as termination and relocation sought to end the constitutional

recognition of Native American governments and remove in
Americans from their homelands through educ

grams (Skinner rog~

L

digenous North
-ational and employment pro-
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nechon to European and American history, with no
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treale recognition of irs strategic ge
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opolitical pOsition as a means to acquiring
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Dena’ing i available, O the *-k”i'i'ﬂ.t",f-_-.'“f and E. the heart of the towurist visiting
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esake Cook Inlet. Nowhere in this symbalic he
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for pTESt‘nlalinn at the Anchorage Museum of History and A,

] . ton ':'j'u'["hl_'r :
2004.° The title of the lecture was Denaina Elena, Dena'ing | -

o

ancs and Fy

snnounced that he was prompted to prepare the lecture by the adm,
_1 . “EMOnitgn
from the Eklutna historian Alberta Stephan, herself a published iUthpr o
2 E 10 ._:"|-

stated, "It is important to the Athabascan Indian People that their histapy o
3 I 0iF rof 3

well organized lifestyle be known to everyone” (Fall 2004)

Collaborative Course/ Project

In the summer of 2005, in response to the University of Alaska Anchorag
Commurnity F:ng-i;t‘ﬂuwﬂ and | earning l"‘:n;r'drn S proposal solicitation IJ__
idea for a course | project to address issues of Dena'ina Iwrmu:r and represen
tation in Anchorage was developed and submitted. The course project pro
posal was initially voiced and developed by Langdon with co 1_,.”.‘““[._,'_4 |I!'_i.;1
Fall and teaching assistant Aaron Leggert, a senior anthropology major at the

time. Langdon and Leggett, both raised in Anchos age, were troubled by thy
absence of respectful Dena'ina heritage recognition in the Anchorage ares
while Fall, whose research with Shem Pete on place names and Dena'ina cul
tural activities in the Tikahtnu area dated to the late 19708, had endeavared to
bring the lack of public rec gnition of Dena'ina to the artention of Anchorage
residents and leaders on a number of occasions in the recent past. Our ides
Was to combine academic instruction on Dena’ina culture .m;i history with
investgation of Dena'ina hrt".m{;-_'(- representation in Anchi rage, cuimnatng
in the development of accurate. respectiul, and meaningful heritage posters
appropriate for public display in different areas of A nchorage. We hoped to
integrate the hvrll:.jgr poster designs into an overall plan for markers t© be
Appropriately placed throughout the Anchorage municipality

Alter agreeing on the idea of the course, project at UAA, preliminary cor
cepts for the course project were shared with the tribal council of the Nati¥e
Village of Eklutna, Subsequently a meeting was held in the Ekluma tribal
chambers and received the support of the tribe. In late summer 2005, 1458
don brought 1, Native Student Services director William Templeton il
.qu 'UP to speed on the project; Templeton joined the collaboration by wrl
Ing a letrer of sup ant
Empma]' identified potential Native students for the course, and invi
Urganizers 1o
offering of th
the enro|lme
INg from the
dation,

= S |
POrt lor the Community Engagement and J.-l'.l[”t”l:l.,ll_'-gi ]
' - the
[t

R
ative Stude . : .. the impendliy
a Native Student Services pnrlu{k to announce the |Hf} e
" : x I g y ol | Lellki
€ Course in the Spring 2006 semester. Templeton also facit |
r { Fune

Nt orEklutna tribg] members in the course and L'L"‘”I."]HMWIF i
3 E 5 5 ", - & : s o = [ hl-; ‘.“
local Alaska Native Corporation’s nonproft arm, the C
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yr the same me, Langdon recruited uaa colleague Dr. Phyllis Fast | Kyt

ko -!,[hﬂhiiﬁl'd"} (] _|I.'"]II':| the course F]J'f.i']f_'{"l' team. As 40 _%fhﬂh,ﬂﬂ{:gn artist

hcr':'ft‘]!'md a2 student of Alaska Native art, Fast had experience that would

he beneficial in considering the aesthetic and communicative dimensions of

heritage ﬂ:pr‘fti-f‘ﬂi.'.]lh 1.

As the time for submission of the proposal grew nearer, letters of support
were acquired from Cook Inlet Region Incorporated { cia1). the for-profit cor-
soration established by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971, the
Alaska Native Heritage Center, and the ciri Foundation. Qur efforts were
rewarded in fall 2005 when we received notification from the Community En-
gagement and Learning program that the course project had been &Ppéﬂved

for the spring semester.

Course/Project Implementation

The course/project was designed to consist of four components: (1) Dena’ina
culture and history; (2) student inventory of Dena'ina representation in the
inchorage area; (3) student design of accurate, respectful, and meaningful
protorype heritage posters, and, (4 development of a spatial plan for the loca-
tion of Dena‘ina heritage posters in the Upper Cook Inlet area. Our outreach
efforts drew fifteen students, six of whom were Dena'ina. The Dena'ina stu-
dents were major contributors to the course and worked cooperatively with
their fellow non-Dena’ina students in the inventory and design components
of the project.

Dena'ing heritage content in culture and history was accomplished through
readings, lectures by Dr- |

ames Fall, guest presentations, films, and Dena'ina
eler panels. Our objective was to convey substantive information about
Dena'ina cultural her; tage, especially in the area around Anchorage, focusing
on themes, locations, place names, and activities. A substantial amount of
Vena'ing ora] literature was also incorporated into the course with volumes
by ﬁl-bft'ta Stephan (1996, 2001) and James Fall (Kari and Fall 2003) being used
ﬂﬁpnm-‘.,r}. {EXEs. A number of guest presentations were made to the class. A
Penel of Eklutna Dena'ina elders provided a moving discussion of their experi-
:;;c“ 48 Dena'ina growing up in the Anchorage area. They commented that
anl: ::Tr::‘f :1'51: Occasion during their lives when the umver.sit_v h-.euJ_ ﬂfﬁ:r.f:ni.‘
':'f.?he Nar_ﬂrl all_ dealt w‘uh their cultural and contemporary !1|~.~1mr’_1,f: 1 }jE Eh;:'.‘
tibe’s [J'rf::E %1![;:1&;& of Eklutna, Lee Stephan, provided an overview nf]t § af;
the bovis r:'?m Programs and recenr issues, such as the pmpﬂsed b]ahLing 0
cky areas located near the village for gravel in the 1900s. Gravel

15 g Nee . : :
ded resource for Anchorage roads and a way to bring income into

R T T
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Dena ma students in Dena ma Hertage and Representation class point to them

hometand. From left, counterclockwise: Mara Coleman. Mari n Balluta, Leborani

I i - - 1 s 5 T
Lelia Ca irescia Loleman, and Aaron | CEEELT Photo by St O Npfunind

the small village. He also discussed the planning for a traditional Dena’ina
house and associated cultural displays to be « -+|1~.;u ucted on Ship Creek thal
was being designed by a Native Village of Eklutna team in association with
the expansion of the Port of Anchorage. Jon Ross and Donita Peter (both
Jena‘ina Athabascan) of the Alaska Narive Heritage Center ]"tht".]’.::J mnfor
mation on their work with Dena’ina language preservation and curriculum
dn-t-_hpznunt_ Dr. William Workman professor of archaeology, University 0
Alaska, -“'ﬂh'hﬁrd,ﬂ.t' and Dr. Douglas Reger (Alaska Office of History and Ar

L]hlmlngjﬁ | Bave an overview of archaeological research in the Cook Inletpor
(] 1 ¥ i 1 '.'.'II
ton of the Dena'ina region. Dr. Aron Crowell of the Smithsonian Instft®
e i horalive
Center i Anchorage delivered information on his approach to collabo!

lannine for the ] : his
planning for the ."Lmhm'dgl‘ museéum L'-"-}ur:riim] and }"'"'ll”]]ﬂ*'l." thoug !

s ’ 1 che fim F
how the Dena'ina would be represented. The class also viewed the fil

ht ! L . T T F I 'IIIL:
‘ghna made Oy the Dena'ina people of Tyonek and Frank Brink abov

cu s '
lture and lnsmr}- (Brink and Brink 1088}

1 1 i ; '“'_' l.-li.;'
Durmg the middle third of the course. students were Lar‘-mgliul L

“takino i . - aritaiF
0f mkmg inventory of v ena'ind DM

arious puh]u: repru:sr11uni:;u:» of D | GPY
-q M erds anua ¥

In the Anc ol 2 ;
chorage area. The students were provided with
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F i

nstruments [0 document the locations and dppearance of the Images they
,J{-nuf-ll"d- '['}“—'.'" covered much of the .-"m._}mrn;:c- bowl from Girdwood ”-!
the south o Chugiak in the north, while three students who lived in nearby
Matanuska Valley communities to the north canvassed that area. The ':itudEﬂl:'i
then PFEPJT'L'd PowerPoint presentarions of their hndings that were delivered
10 the class. The students discovered that [h{-.rr'_' were very few PLIH![' E'E'J.'."I'E-
sentations of Dena’'ina heritage and that those that did exist were often in-
sccurate and demeaning. In addition, when any mformation appeared, it was
rypically [.'!I"l""""-'”!“-'d In generic torm, as either Dena'ina or .ﬂlrh.:;hd‘_'.i_'}.'if'l Here
and there streets and parks had been given Anglicized versions of Dena'ina
names by some haphazard process but there was no additional information
ar context provided concerning the name. For example, the name Tikishla
Park was based on the Dena’ina name for “black bear” but no information
on the source of the name was provided on any of the signs on which the
name appeared. This is an example of the random :rn.:ner*nﬁ hich occasional
nods 0 Dena’ina appeared within the general Anchorage municipal partern
in which the place names that are proposed and adopted r::irrr:r;u:e é‘aemﬁc

E
persons and historic moments. Street and par':u.; names are primarily intended

o provide reference points for management and use, and ;'t'i]."rﬁn.'[ful recogni-
nonof Dena'ina or education about Dena'ina culture is notan objective nfﬂm
practice, '

The students discovered several other characteristics of Dena'ina repre-
*nianons Th‘:.‘" observed that the information they encountered was pre-
sented in a depersonalized named individuals were never presented) man-
ner and paid no attention to Dena’'ina knowledge of or use of an area. They
also noted that Dena'ina representations were typically ahistoric with regard
m :hf:_um'&lm‘l cultural experience prior to the coming of Euro-Americans.
Ptnaum oral traditions and heritage concerning locations was nonexistent
3 rhﬂ. fepresentations.® Another observation students made was that some
:::1?::::]“ ]?dd erected torem poles as a form of generic r:'m&mitm.n c-rf
ok Hative culture. However, such poles were constructed by the Tlingit

‘f'da People of southeast Alaska and were not a part of the cultural heri-
fage of the
ind withg
N generq
Lexz:iz‘fgnﬁ tXception to the above inventories. A respectful and con-

€Na Ina representation was identified at Chugiak High School,

|L1'.::-:t 1

2 : o &

i pm:umlt}r to the village of Eklutna, a mural depicting Dena'ina
On fish trap co

re .
levan discussion

Dena'ing. Observers could misconstrue totem poles out of context
W& E”:Plf’-“ﬂ'-ﬂr}-' information as either characteristic of Alaska Natives

o S
rof Dena’ina in the Anchorage area.

nstruction and use; it was displayed with a detailed and
of the design and operational principles upon which such




’ J - Leooell
[T "'Tl'f'rhl‘.'ﬂ I I '!”1":*""”1 ‘“IJ Aaron {‘IL"."T.I

fish traps :ﬁpfrdlt‘d It is noteworthy that Dena’ina elder Albertg Steph

dil Wi
UPment o

consulted by the designers and [ﬁ]‘n'rd the central role in the deve
the exhibit

The final part of the course was devoted to student drw]fli‘r‘lttrtr Of acoy
rate, I'c“r;p-m'[’f'l.-l. and meaningful .hr_'I'E‘[.i‘b_:t.’ posters. The plan was 1]nr_~.¢-]~,.L.mllijr
posters would be prototypes .”' pefmanent signage. Groupings of Studens
with Dena'ina and non-Dena‘ina memberships were created with three
four students per group. A variety of possible forms and key ISsues were dis
cussed in class as the topic of indigenous self-representation was explored, K
questions included: Who wt uld be the decision making authority 1o decide
what was to be presented? What materials would be presented given possib
J]ﬁmc|h‘fi:lfil}'l'l]‘|1£'['l and sensitiy ILY OVET Certain 1ssues? How “;"'Ll,i"'f-w!;' .
tact relations be dealt with? What would be said about the manner in whicl
Dena’'ina in the Anchorage area had been treated?

Im-.1|1|t'l".\'1]}g u'!lSJ.'I.l"'-HiLIH"- 11"!.1'. k.'.‘-.l"il IH'J EF'::_WL ;]Li{_'xii{-sh_ we |-.;-1|||-1-..¢.L1‘ for .::.'“":
ance to the L'i.H'lH.T Tt”:“,‘.:']i rom t‘luit".' 1ILill"'[ I'ca ."";-lv.-“i_1|",-_-_|‘. ;'-.L."_l'n:_'_:*|1‘;l|;_' [hr 5:1',!'-_.;
tance of drmunalr.a[*r:; Zhr' 'n.\'LH :51'3__'1~11'|.'J’:'L! |?ri'h'1". le” 1] i|'|l' |'.|+:th!'|-w.,] {1IVET
the nonexistent or haphazard representations of Dena’ina heritage identified
[’J_‘. the students, this st; ement was a POWEI ful 3;-'.1"-.5"-'_5 P '11.-.':_[_15-':

In the class, a number of possible forms of cultural re presentation were dis
cussed. Maria Coleman, a member f the Eklutna tribe involved in the design

it the Ship Creek display, indicated that the fish « amps in the Anchorage mu
‘]h"IP.'-]]"L".' were assoclated and owned by Dena’'ina families. Family stories and
photos were going to be the foundation of the displays prepared by the -"*'-”-“-_
1"'1'”'-:,5:1(' of Eklutna for the ."*-hlp Creek. We discussed various f,'ll."bﬂt"ll' cultura!
themes such as salmon hishing, beluga hunting, trapping, berry gathening,
processing and storage, clothing, song, dance, and historic events. Anothe!

E ’ e
possible form of rEpresentation was place names— but in our vision. P:M.
ndmes were to be established in association with actual Dena'ina uses and

; ‘X ; vy Went wit
contextualized with regard to why the name was given, what story wel

. ; e " |.['|'\h':

the name, and what the name meant. Sites and associated activities ¢ |
i =u & £ T o y e I‘ ”.q‘lu
tuted another pPOssible lorm of representation. The actual physic al locati "
|-.:'| L

i L'dl'r‘lps HEre 1':'I.-?‘:I'!::ZLE Hl.#—-',l‘lthlllLt’ to the Dena'ina elders who § 1)
to the class; therefore i was decided that this would be a primary emphasis
dtqigmng the hct't'mh-t- representations 1atl

iRl -ategory of representation included that of vista; vistas Fﬁ_ﬁﬂl;;wfll
4]PPUl'llll1i[:,,' to present g Ii:l.“gl:' number of }"-‘i:’ll't' names and assOCIates .
tage information displayed a;*rr_us,:; tton ofbnoad swarhes of landsc

cuchl
could be & : : ; e -Lﬂ?-l“-h
be placed at st ategic locations in the Anchorage area, SeVe! i

. I.',_F'_': !'i[ﬂl-“rL

Hons were identified

I]_'Il:.' d e

|'IL..‘|'

: ‘here Coo
' iI'IL'|U|_i|ng the 3rd and L overlook (where G
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weated); Chugach State Park, high in the mountains immediately to the east
.11 rnchorage; Kincaid Park, which has a bluff view facing southward: and
cklutna Lake campground, from which the entire !tl:g[h of the lake can be
;I..wwrdl backed by the spectacular looming {.huga.;-h Mountains. An impor-
m.n: consideration in our thinking about the location of vista forms of heri-
rage representation is t_h;u they should be positioned at places frequented by
substantial numbers of visitors and residents in order to maximize the public
education potential of the location

Drawing on information and images presented earlier in the class, students
returned to the field at various locations to fulfil] their assignments. They took
avariety of photos at their location to show how the sign could be positioned
to best fit into the site. They selected various Informational forms— text, art,
photos, and drawings — and positioned them on PowerPoint posters. As the
final component of the class, each student gave a presentation of his or her
site, the information associated with the site, and the prototype design for
heritage markers to be erected at the site ’

Here are three examples of the Dena'ina heritage markers designed by
students in the course. The first one concerns "Chanshmu” (now known as
Chester Creek) and the former Dena’ina fish camp located in the vicinity of
modern Westchester Lagoon. The second is a design to memorialize a battle
the Dena'ina fought against Alutiigs (another Alaska Native group) at Point
Lampbell. The final example is a vista scene proposed for a parking lot at an
titrance to Chugach State Park high in the mountains overlooking Anchor-
age.

Our initial final objective for the course was to integrate the inventory and
heritage marker PTototypes into an overall presentation to deliver to the An-
chorage Municipal Assembly as a call to action. Our efforts during the class
O stimulate interest in the class/project in various municipal offices such as
Parks and Recreation and Planning had met with little response. The mayor
“oMmended us in q letrer for bringing forth important heritage information.
rh“_ﬁ the class ended without completion of the objective of lﬁrilld]]}’ pre-
;tnung the Dena'ina ht‘:t'img:: representations to the municipal government.

Ut the eng of the course was not the end of the collaborative efforts or of the
g posters Prepared by the students,

Eli'lil_'ug“ ¢

|

0 the SUmmey o
t .

]"P'-r-: heﬁtﬂgﬁ m
suhsranﬁﬂ] S

t 2006, initial printings were done of a number of the proto-
arkers Prepared by the students. Some of the posters are of
and are suirable for public presentation while others require
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.dditional editing and reprinting. Two of the posters ultimate
(S

ppearance before the municipal government in a somewh
a

In the summer of 2006, Leggett testified before and worke

ly did Make .. The collaborative efforts on which the Dena'ina Heritage and Represen-
l\.].! NEY ] : - x J
UneExXpecied yq, 4Ve continued to grow and transform in

1r”_|”uq Llrl-fl_d-rfrr-ll I-T:rltl"lt":. II“'EH(—!![ _II_U-‘{.I ]'i'lkrhl]t "-I“

ation course/project were built h
dll ;
d witl T : = 3 :

; : 14 Munigjp, ch work lies ahead, in-
. : : nding a name i

committee .-"t'&i"t’”h'hll for recommending me for the ne

‘.llrl : 1. . i s ] { : . a) | Tr i #
mtown Ancl . - duding another session of the course /project in the Spring semester of 2007,
vention center being built in downtown Anchi rage. Afterex

"”]”“'“'l-_: a 1"-|'!'L:'| ”‘{. r{‘i-“!:r“'[uin I'I'f' I ]l_‘”t!-lﬂ.j hf]'”n;:lj_::'t‘ In fl‘JL' Tﬂl““t-]naht‘r- I".F[-','jl-f'll-.'hﬁ]'r]gﬁ -I:Irld thL-\.
1 d 1 ] . &

, , ttae decided ta rec
: 3 " s FRe G0 Hitee decided o recommend De 3
of possible names, the comn ¥ €n na in Anchorage’s futyre represent
INg Wag substantial strides. We hope that these

positive dr:wir‘apmt:ms W
mmended Name of oW in A S r-z:ﬁlt.f:_-ﬂ['-.i_.lf and
- . | . IL'
the new center. | t‘ﬂ"l_"l,"'lg[ testihed as the nrst }‘-u}m WIlNness in L~|-Il"l“'ur'[ of thy [P

VIC ang willingness to inclusively involve Dena’s
Convention Center” to the assembly. In August 2006, 3 public hear

il continue to
Id prior to the Anchorage assembly voting on the reco \ dione 3 .
held prior to the Ar | ! VISILOTS D .-im‘hnrage will come
o know and appreciate the rich heritage of the Den

p!.n:t'

a2 ina Athabascans in this
ommended name. Several of the posters were prominently

~|I‘-§‘|-Hn. Lil:.-r._L

the hearing, while Eklutna elders and spokespersons supported the propog

! g ; o, tha ]
name and thanked the assembly members for the | ng overdue recognitior

i -
- i . § T JNOLES
The assembly then voted 11-0 in support of the name “Deny Ina Livic ang

Convention Center and tollow INg the announcement of Lhe vote, assembh 1. The names "Knik” for the earliest Eurcamerican town site in the area and Rk

members, mayor, staff and the audience all rose to applaud the decision in 3 Cook Inlet), are derived from thi

\rm.” the most northerly appendage of Tikahtny
moving and memorable moment of public affirmation. term for the regional Dena'ina population.

2. The railroad had been routed through the area on
Today, however, things are finallv chan ging. The Den

[} L

IS transit from a port to the

south on the Gulf of Alaska from seward to the gold rush town of Fairbanks on the

Chena River in the middle of Alaska.

e : ,
where we feel comfortable sharing our history of what we know about |

scape and how it has shaped who we are as a pe opte. In other words, to borrow . In the aftermath of the Anchs rage Assembly s vote to name the Anchorage Con-

phrase from a distinguished Dena'ina elder we are no longer satisfied with being vention Center the "Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center Leggett was appointed

the “invisible people.” We have a story to tell here about our land. But it is mor 1o the board of the Anchorage Historic Properties Commission. That commission

than that: I think finally people are starting to realige the depth that we can brirg controls the signage of Anchorage's downtown streets [ncidentally, the marter of the

to the table, In fact our new cons ention center in downtovwn Anchorage will recg olfensive “IgT came up at a meeting in September 2008. Leggett indicated that the sign
. - I

' KT . i1 “"ii*‘m‘-f'!ﬁi"r'f. wherey O
RITE Iy LL'_”" being named the Deng ina Civic and Convention Center and that 1t wil pon

the executive director invited Leggett to accompany him to
i ; ]
|.|]';_' \l?_-;]]. h[— [_h.g‘-“

i . b o ; 18 X - L o TT --|;||
AONOT Lhe peopie by WSthe Dena'ina names for the various rooms r'.lﬂ-eth-[h’-f-- I

|

unbolted and remaoved it. This act 15 a significant indicatorof a change
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LS DEER Beneath the SUrface wditing to be exvo ed for far too long. . . .

r i Koileaiar ki il 2 i In their Poster presentations Dena‘ina students invariably used the English
| |1[ i M a

| ] ; y ¥ 0 .8 F 482 1 JEL 1 :

Meanwhile, on the vaa campus, Langdon and Leggett have been | PPec inlet

5. Oth -~
histarian

rather than “upper Cook Inlet” to indicare their perspective.
' contributars during Fall's lecture included Dr. Nancy Davis, the Dena’ina
Alberra Sluph.tll. and other Dena'ina elders

: ot , : : - of the
Ing on hay iIng Chanshiny signs placed at key locations along the route 0

creek as it Hows rh:'!.:ugh the ¢
the creek thar Previously w
the first of the herit

3 3 IR 1 []”II!I:Il.
ampus. These waters are the upper por 6. A pq

| ‘rticularly cgregious example of the lack of attention to Dena'ina oral tradi
01 and

: W yicted 10
g . - . a fish L;If”"dr'f :;
1s home to the Dena'ina f | cultural herita

gy ochroeder ge is that of Mt. Susitna, a distinctive feature on Anchorage’s
4ge markers previously shown. Dr. Herbert .

Weste o ;
o ANSEP ¢ horizon across Tikahtnu. The term “Sleeping Lady” has been applied to the
Coordinator of the Alaska Moy o Co . noineerine Program (Al Mounrgip . : e ; - it
1 the Alaska Native Science and Engineering Prog catt N Atain and Putatively linked to Dena'ina oral tradition in Euro-American writing,
r Epsp E - + - - & VP L das Ba 4
and overseer of the NEW building under construction to house the prés Maina do no
h

A ol fecognize the Sleeping Ladv” story and have entirely different oral
; i il LT &5 Tadition g ;
anshtnu Commons” for a barbecue 0} hen she % about the Mmountain (Kari and Fall 2003).
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