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Hands-On Steps

2 Review the following case study on the Digital Milennium Copyright Act and Napster:

Napster was a company that used pesr-to-peer networking to provide a fle-sharing service that gave its users
the ability to share music. The company existed only from June 1999 to July 2001

In December 1999, the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) took legal action against Napster for
‘copyright infringements. RIAA, the plaintif, represented all major record labels i this action. It claimed that
Napster violated &€ceexclusive rights for reproduction and distriution of their copyright works 3€Z RIAA
claimed that Napster made a 3€cedirectaeC infringement on its copyright and that it was liable for
‘€cecontibutory infringement of the plantiff3€™s Copyright3€Z and for 3€cavicarious infringement of the:
Plaintiff3€™s copyright 3€2

‘The law that stopped Napster from continuing its operations is the Digial Millennium Copyright Act that was
enacted in 1998. The act addresses treaties signed in 1996 at the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) Geneva conference and it contains other provisions. Software and entertainment industries supported
the law, but many others opposed it including academics, scientists, and librarians.

Following are key components of the act

o Itis a crime to circumvent antipiracy measures in commercial software.

o The manufacture, sale,or distribution of code-cracking devices used to illegally copy software s ilegal.
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‘Copyright protection devices may be cracked for the purposes of encryption research, to assess product
interoperability, and for the purposes of testing security systems.

Under certain conditions, anti-circumvention provisions exempt nonprofit libraries, archives, and
educational institutions.

Internet service providers are protected from copyright infringement libiliy for the act of transmitting
information over the Internet.

Website content that appears to infringe copyright law can be removed.

Nonprofit nstitutions of higher education are protected from libility when facuty and students infringe on
copyright.

€celtiebcastersa€ must pay licensing fees to record companies.
‘The Register of Copyrights, upon consulting with relevant parties, must provide Congress
recommendations for 3€cehow to promote distance education through digital technologiesa€Z while
‘s€cemaintaining an appropriate balance betwesn the rights of copyright owners and the nesds of sers 3€

“The act says that €cenothing in this section shal affect rights, remedies, imitations, or defenses to
‘copyright infringement, including fair use3€; €2
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3.0n your local computer, open a new web browser window.

4. Using your favorite search engine, search for more information on the Napster case.

Note: When developing your answers for the lab, ry to remain objective and factual in your responses. Questions
reqarding whether actions by Napster or RIAA were justified are framed in the legal sense, not in the sense of any
goodwill made from music sharing

5.1n your Lab Report fle, describe the case and be sure to include the following topics:
o How did Napster try to defend itself against RIAAS€™s claims?
o What does contributory infringement of copyright mean and how did this affect Napster?
o What does material contribution mean and how did this affect Napster?

o What was the court3€™s decision about the case? What became of Napster?
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6.1n your Lab Report file, describe the provisions of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.

7.Inyour Lab Report file, explain how the Digital Millennium Copyright Act affected the Napster music-piracy case.

Note: Consider how the DMCA affects sharing of any intellectual property, not just music. Intellectual property can
be anyone€™s idea or creation, be it art, music, an invention, or a book-

8.1n your Lab Reportfle, discuss the impact you think tis case study has from a legal, ethical, and information
‘systems security perspective.

Note: This completes the lab. Close the web browser, i you have not already done so.





