b1-C16T
‘LIS [BO)) OpRIO[O]) 9],

NNIZ d4VMOH




[£]

‘poey uyo| pue rrepurg uoydp ‘9o AA] pue tofjeyexd0Yy ' uyof
“TOS[IA\ MOIPOOAN “Sqa(] Quadn7 Pue souof IDYIOW FUSAD JeY) Ul
Aem 9WIOS UT POAJOAUT 91oM AI0}STY] UBDLIOWY UI sean3y Suneurd
-SBJ JSOUW 9T} JO WIS "IIFUOD Y} YA JESP SOPNIR auizedew
0 spaxpuny pue sa110}s 1odedsmat Jo SPUBSIOY], "ON11IS [20D OPEI
-0[0) Y} Ut syuedionaed Aq Auowmsay pueyisiy jo soged puesnoyy
Al 1940 PapI0d0I Afuenbosqns seepTUOd [PIUSUITLISAOG OM],

£13UN00 ST} JO A10ISTY Y} UT SUSAS JUS]
-OIA PUE OIJBUIBIP 1SOUI ST} JO OUO S YOI LLIS B—SOAT] X1S-AJXIS
IS8 38 JO [[0} B )00} 1B} SISUIM [E0D JO OYLI}S YIUOUI-USOLINOJ B UT
JUOAD [BIJUID OT[) SBA SIOBSSBIN MO[PII Y3 FBYF MOU MofIng "Buos
Surpooiq “jrep € )t INOQE BUOS © 930Im SLYAND APOOM "$930[00
PUE S[OOYDS INO Ul PAsT §3x0) £103s1y o3 jo ysour ut readde jou seop
¥ ySnoy) ‘SI0BSSEIA AMO[PRT S} INOQE AMOUWY SUBOLISUIY JUIOG
"0IOBSSRIN MO[PII] O} :9WEU & U9ALS sem ApaSen} ay ], ‘pom oy}
03 A[}J1M4S POYSE]] SEA SMOU O], "USUIOM OM] PUE UDIP[IYD UIAS[ JO
SATPOQ US[[OMS ‘POUSNDL[] S} PUNOJ Y SIOY} PUE ‘SIUS) O]} JO SUO
1opun 3id & JuLI9A00 J00 UOIT UB PIYJH] O "OPEIO[O)) UISYINOS UL Auo
-[00 JUS} SIOUIUH ¥ JO SUINI PALIRYD Y} §3noIy3 Aem sty Sunjew sem
uewsour] ouoydoal e ‘uooursije }9mb ot ut ‘b1 ‘17 TrHdV NO




Howard Zinn

Yet that story has been buried, in the way that labor struggles in
general have been omitted or given brief mention in most main-
stream accounts of the history of the United States. It deserves to
be recalled, because embedded in the events of the Colorado strike
are issues still alive today: the class struggle between owners of
large enterprises and their workers, the special treatment of immi-
grant workers, the relationship between economic power and polit-
ical power, the role of the press, and the way in which the culture
censors out certain historical events.

The Colorado strike took place in a physical setting of vast propor-
tions and staggering beauty. Down the center of the rectangle that
is Colorado, from north to south, march an array of huge, breathtak-
ing mountains—the Rockies—whose naked cliffs merge, on their
eastern edge, with low hills covered with cedar and yellow pine. To
the east of that is the plain—really a mile-high plateau—a tawny
expanse of pasture grass sprinkled with prairie flowers in the spring
and summer, and gleaming here and there with yellow-blossomed
cactus.

Beneath the tremendous weight of the Rockies, in the course of
countless centuries, decaying vegetation gradually mineralized
into the black rock known as coal. The constantly increasing propor-
tion of carbon in this rock transformed it from vegetable matter to
peat, then to lignite and bituminous coal, and finally to anthracite.

Three great coalfields, consisting chiefly of bituminous coal,
were formed in Colorado. One of them was contained within two
counties in southern Colorado, Las Animas and Huerfano coun-
ties, just east of the mountains. This field was made up of about
forty discontinuous seams, ranging from a few inches to fourteen
feet thick. These seams were from two hundred and fifty to about
five hundred feet deep.

The mining of these fields became possible on a large scale only
in the 1870s, when the railroads moving west from Kansas City,
south from Denver, and north from New Mexico, converged on the
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The Colorado Coal Strike, 1913~14

region. At about this time, settlers moving down the old Santa Fe
trail built a town on the banks of the Purgatory River (el Rio de las
Animas Perdidas Purgatorio—the river of lost souls), just east of
the Sangre de Cristo (blood of Christ) mountains and about fifteen
miles north of the New Mexican border.

The town was called Trinidad, and it became the center of the
southern mining area. By 1913 it had about ten thousand people—
miners, ranchers, farmers, and businessmen. From the main high-
ways and railroad lines leading north out of Trinidad, branch rail-
ways and old wagon roads cut sharply west into the foothills of the
mountains, into the steep-walled canyons where the mining camps
lay. Scattered in these narrow canyons, on the flat bands of earth
running along the canyon bottoms, were the huts of the miners, the
mine buildings, and the mine entries.

It was a shocking contrast: the wild beauty of the Colorado
countryside against the unspeakable squalor of these mining
camps. The miners” huts, usually shared by several families, were
made of clapboard walls and thin-planked floors, with leaking roofs,
sagging doors, broken windows, and layers of old newspapers nailed
to the walls to keep out the cold. Some families, particularly Negro
families, were forced to live in tiny squares not much bigger than
chicken coops.

Within sight of the huts were the coke ovens and the mine tipple,
where coal was emptied from the cars that carried it to the surface.
Thick clouds of soot clogged the air and settled on the ground,
strangling any shoots of grass or flowers that tried to grow there.
Wriggling along the canyon wall, behind the huts, was a now slug-
gish creek, dirty yellow and laden with the slag of the mine and the
refuse of the camp. Alongside the creek the children played, bare-
foot, ragged, and often hungry.

Each mining camp was a feudal dominion, with the company
acting as lord and master. Every camp had a marshal, alaw enforce-
ment officer paid by the company. The “laws” were the company’s
rules. Curfews were imposed, “suspicious” strangers were not al-
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