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the technologies themselves or their effects on behavior? In
other words, are many of the criticisms of television and other
mass media merely masking what should be broader criti-
cisms of capitalism?

One of the keys to accurately analyzing television and the
other mass media is to tease apart the effects of a capital-
ist economy (which organizes media industries and relies
on advertising, corporate underwriting, and other forms of
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Basically, would society be learning other things if the

mass media were organized in a noncommercial way? Would
noncommercial mass media set the same kind of political
agenda, or would they cultivate a different kind of reality?
What would the spiral of silence theory look like in a non-

commercial media system?

Perhaps noncommercial mass media would have their
own problems. Indeed, there may be effects that can't be
unhitched from the technology of a mass medium no mat-
ter what the economy is. But it’s worth considering whether
any effects are due to the economic system that brings the
content to us. If we determine that the commercial nature of
the media is a source of negative effects, then we should also
rifconsider our policy solutions for trying to deal with those
effects.
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