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210 BRING THE WAR H
The explosion wounded more than 500 people and killed 168, incl di
19 young children in the building’s day care center. The nation turng
horrified, to the young white veteran who quickly became the focus of}§
investigation and trials. In the first admission of his role in the bombi
after he was convicted and sentenced to death by lethal injection, Ti
McVeigh gave an interview saying that he acted alone. He called the d#
children “collateral damage” of a military action, and would later tell a fel
inmate that he found it ironic to be imprisoned because “in Desert St
got medals for killing people.” McVeigh said he bullied his co-conspirat
into helping him by threatening them and their families, and he stri
denied his connection to any movement. He said he was not racist. ¥
can’t handle the truth,” he told two reporters, quoting the famous sp ¢
from the 1992 military film A Few Good Men. “Because the truth is, I
up the Murrah Building, and isn’t it kind of scary that one man could wi
this kind of hell?”!
Indeed, it was terrifying. Commentators searched for some psychologil
trigger in McVeigh’s past. Was it about his mother leaving, they wondes
or his failures with women? They worried about copycats who might fol »
in his footsteps. The trials of the other indicted men seemed far less i
tant than the questions of why and how McVeigh acted. For a wide varig
of reasons, most journalists and law enforcement officers alike failed to fo le
leads about additional suspects in the bombing. McVeigh appeared to b
lone madman, acting in concert with only a few co-conspirators, and e
dismissed as a mad outlier. .
However, in no sense was the bombing of Oklahoma City carried out]
one man. The hell McVeigh described represented the culmination of d
cades of white power organizing. McVeigh, trained as a combatant by 'J
state, belonged to the white powér movement. He acted without orders fi f
movement leaders, but in concert with movement objectives and supporg
by resistance cell organizing. The plan for the bomb came directly from %
Turner Diaries, the book that had structured the activity of the white pow
movement since the late 1970s.- The choice of target came from an ea

white power movement incident: members of the Covenant, the Sword, af

the Arm of the Lord (CSA), closely affiliated with the Order and Aryan las

tions, had cased the Murrah Building and attempted to blow it up wi
rocket launchers back in 1983 but failed. The Oklahoma City bombit

represented the triumph of the white power paramilitary violence that ha
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i feverberated through the Ameri i
e 8h the American home front in the years following the

A it reasserted a positive image of the U.S, military. The Gulf War also pro-

tluced i
‘ 4 new generation of combat veterans, and a militarization of Amer-
. lcan s i
» society more broadly, that whice power could exploit as it pursued its
P o ; .. g

¢w iteration of paramilitary mobilization through militias.3

Another erosi i
erosion of meaning arose from the lack of convictions in the 1988

teau had instituri i
nstitutionalized a policy to pursue only individual actors in white

power violence, with “no arte ie indivi
i mpts to tie individual cri
e al crimes to a broader move-
: &y not only worked to obscure the bombing as part a social
. movem i { i
¢ ent but, in the years following McVeigh’s conviction, effectively
| crased the movement itself from public understanding

Even .the FBI's own assessment of McVeigh in a criminological study of
p?rsonahty types fit poorly with his portrayal as a lone terrorgist actin yoo
Iu.s o:vn motivations. “This is an easily controlled and manipulated erf i
ality, o FBI agent would tell the Nz York Times after the bombingp“ﬂ(:: —
[::let l:;l(:kmg for. .. s.or.nc ide.ology. They have difficuley fitting into groups),’

Y are more mission-oriented, more focused.” This picture of McVeigh

;-nltlix;e bombing, as though he had been “one man” wreaking “this kind of
1ell.” But the analyst’s depiction of McVeigh did fit the details of his life and
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personality. Such a contradiction pointed, instead, to McVeigh as a soldi
of leaderless resistance, motivated by the white power movement ¢ '-
McVeigh was born in a small town in New York and was by all accoun
a quiet kid who never showed much interest in anything but guns. H
mother left home when he was an adolescent. Forgotten by his teachd
and dismissed by his peers, he took a job as a security guard. He liked §
brandish “a huge . ... pistol out of his car window” and came to work wif
bandoliers of ammunition hung across his chest, like the fictional supersol
dier and Vietnam War veteran Rambo. Clearly McVeigh was deeply atta e
to the popular culture deployments of the Vietnam War story.”
McVeigh found his footing when he joined the U.S. Army on May 24
1988. His obsessive neatness made him a model soldier—clean, in contie
and quick to follow orders. In the army, he met Terry Nichols and Mic
Fortier, both of whom would be involved in the plan to bomb Oklahom
City. Fortier would later say that Nichols, the platoon leader, also led the
as a social group, while McVeigh was the follower.? McVeigh and Nichal
did their basic training at Fort Benning, Georgia, the same post that ho .'
the School of the Americas. There they chanted cadences like “Blood ma
the grass grow! Kill! Kill! Kill!” and one that sounded remarkably like d
famous Soldier of Fortune motto espoused by Tom Posey and other me; :
naries, “Kill ’em all, let God sort it out.”®
After basic training, the group transferred to Fort Riley, Kansas—a pof
that was somewhar segregated and racially tense. McVeigh participated f
this culture, exhibiting racist behavior while in the service. He kept a cop
of The Turner Diaries and showed it to his fellow soldiers, Some of his for t
army buddies would later tell the New York Times, “McVeigh assigned ‘dirl
work’ around the barracks to black soldiers.”® He also felt that young blag}
soldiers were disrespectful to him, and at one point bought a “White Powef
shirt after seeing several “Black Power” shirts around the post; he didn’t e
it, but he showed it to friends. McVeigh would later claim he was not racis
and that there were a few black soldiers he respected. Still, people remembe
him using racial slurs and singling out black soldiers for negative attentio)
because of their race. Around this time, McVeigh joined a Klan groupi
North Carolina.!
He served at Fort Riley until he shipped out to the Gulf War with Bi
Red One, the 1st Infantry Division, in which he served as an infantry: »-

and then a gunner on a Bradley armored vehicle (similar to a tank). &
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b Medal, National Defe Servi i ?

 —— fse service Medal, Expert Rifleman’s Crest, and other
X Whll(;in the Gulf, McVeigh got 2 long-awaited call o try out for Special
) (;ces‘. ne of the sergeants who knew him in the military said McVeigh
| Mad trained for this Opportunity on his own time, marching with a 10(.

L appoi i
: .‘ [ omfed. After that, the sergeant said, he “became involved with extrem
| tight-wing politica] groups off-post.”13 )

After his subsequent discharge from Fort Riley, McVeigh appeared roor-

SS. k o y g y >
CSS [(C too. allO[hCl Sho[t hved Securit Uald Ob \Vllele a COWOlkel Sald
€ was l T f Wi ] I t J
l { a lone, yad 0“0 €L, not a [Cadef. 1S ties to

; . the white power move.-
Mment deepened. A few publications later reported that McVeigh had been 2

: :lember. of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (KKKK) branch in Zinc, Ar-
| ‘ansas, in 19925 The leader of that branch, Thom Robb, was 2 natio’nal—

e
. Is civil war imminent?” he agked. “Do we have to shed blood to re-
form the currene system? I hope it doesn’t come to that, but it might "V ;

,usz of the te.rm “system” echoed The Turner Diaries; ar very Icast,gM.cVeig;'AS
1ad tapped into the resources and strategies of the established white power

. move ibi 7 Z
ment, subscribing to Wze Latriot and talking with a coworker abour

¢ - . . . 8§ o1

\!ealmg guns hom a mlhtaly 1nsta “auon.l Hle theit OFWCQPOHS ﬁ'Om mlh'

ld[y lllSta“atl()llS was a l()ll time strate, yorw Wi t1v. ecnally
g g f hlte pO €r actr 1Sts, CSP
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McVeigh took the federal civil service exam to work as a U.S. mars
and scored high but was never hired; he blamed this and other career des
ends on equal opportunity laws, and said black people had put him out of
job.2? In June 1993, McVeigh moved to Canyon West trailer park in Kingman
Arizona. His place was clean and sparsely furnished, with guns hidden g
over the trailer. One woman who spoke with him at a party said McVeig
talked a lot about the government and about Hitler. “He said he didn’t neg
essarily agree with all those Jews being killed,” she said, “buc he said Hit
had the right plan.” McVeigh’s phone records would later reveal several diff
ferent calls, placed before the bombing, to an Arizona representative of the
National Alliance— Turner Diaries author William Pierce’s white separati 4
organization. Although he would later claim he was just looking for a placg

to hide out after his attack on the Murrah Building, rather than forming &
relationship with or seeking guidance from the National Alliance, thesg
calls evinced a strong and continued connection to the movement.”!

One newspaper would later report that authorities suspected links be
tween McVeigh and the Arizona Patriots, the group one official describeg
in Order-era arrests as “cavemen with bombs” who had watched Red Daw
over and over and had plotted to destroy dams in Arizona. Their leader, Ja
Oliphant, lived in Kingman, Arizona, as well, and claimed he was a forme
CIA mercenary who trained guerrillas from around the world in the use d
explosives. He had a mailbox near McVeigh. A neighbor saw McVeigh an
Nichols with Oliphant in the winter of 1993-1994. Though Oliphant sai
he didn’t know McVeigh, and he died before the completion of the bombi
investigation, it is clear that McVeigh lived in close proximity to the Aris
zona Patriots, and the group shared his worldview.22 McVeigh, like the

Patriots, watched Red Dawn over and over. He also met repeatedly with

neo-Nazi activist, and met skinhead leader Johnny Bangerter. Fortier wou

lacer say that McVeigh wanted to start a militia in Arizona in 1994.% Anothet
resident told the local newspaper that McVeigh—who regularly wote
fatigues—was terrifying at the shooting range, firing hundreds of rounds;

“He pretty much went crazy, emptying on anything—trees, rocks, anything

there,” the man said. “He just went ballistic.” As had earlier white powet:

activists, McVeigh and Fortier broke into a National Guard armory in an

attempt to steal guns and explosives, but they found only a few tools w0 i

steal.?> Once again, McVeigh was drawing heavily on the experiences of the |

white power movement.
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Im:n::j4, Mc(:/eigh (‘]uif his security guard job at a local trucking com-
Nid}]/OlS anrz(:; b:ttl\]/;c}};g;:; 'II\I};e;e,lhe sﬁent timZ off and on with Terry
‘ 6 chols, who owned the farm near Decker
l::lenre[;i:i};sgtz):odl.l:\ln 1r;formcr would later testify that James Nichols had
o eveling a fede.ral building with a “megabomb” since
s ; w(xit-m:ss rimembcred Nichols saying that “a small bomb could
ll.m s;:jv da :aster, and Io.ok'ing .through his tool shed for a news clipping
A - the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City. When he didn’t f d
n'.lr:medf%tc;ly, he began to draw a diagram freehzmd.‘26 Thus, McVeigh Iiv:d
‘\\\/;:lrrz;nf;llt-llzwoie-mcn( member who had long fixated on blowing up the
- ui ing enough so that he could draw it from memory.
Wy 1hees):ay1r.1g and wo.rkmg on }ames Nichols’s farm, Terry Niz:hols and
bid g pe.rlmented with explosives and attended Michigan Militia meet-
ings. Tcrr).' Nlc}?ols sent a letter to the government renouncing his ri hte([
vote, participating in a widely used white power and militia movg #
strategy called “severation” in which members broke their official tie ‘etmefrln
state by destroying Social Security cards, birth certificates, and othe: 10 o
mc.nts.. Terry Nichols also subscribed to several white po;vcr ublic ('Ocu_
Michigan Militia members would later claim that James Nicholfur lu;“:ns'
.anll to go th.roug{l severation, but that they asked him to leave bfc(:ufseel:
Ii;:.to(;[:zd;c:vl;::ll;rl\/lrcc:Veigh lsc:c}rlns to .have risen within the Michigan Mi-
sty Floridap ‘ bpodrt(x that vx.nmesses saw McVeigh at a militia
St s knz:v;ii oh.yguard t,().l[S ’lcadcr, Mark Koernke. Although
B i e ng him, McVeigh’s promotion to security guard at
g inc icated that he had entered the ranks of the heavily d
upper\;chelons of the militia movement.2’ Throughout the hislor; :)rf”clfle
post—Vietnam War white power movement, priv uri ‘ s he
a place to g.room and train future movement fea:ii: :esc:\ll:li:sfoerlf: h:r('{ bc";'n
tary operatives such as members of the Order. A casual mov;x il
would rarely, if ever, rise to a position of such trust A
In addition to his militia activity, McVeigh's lifelong obsession with
guns a.lso ga‘ve him entry into a national network of weapons d<;1lcrs Uwcli[
::li:%l;a: ]‘;Z}. lel;[lc, McVeigh traveled che gun-show circu‘it ;'.Cad?n;r
el nd distributing 7he Turner Diaries in uniform or in : fl :
Ty camouflage
1985; Asryie ;Il:(; ;zcsnk v;z:;hzoiag: from t:c strategy first proposed at r;gle
: ess as t
tion: he distributed information aﬁout move;emn:):l?;?c(s,t :::}Cl:p:oinr :,:;:;
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of coordinating others in the underground. His call was heavily framed
the defense of white women: McVeigh passed out cards with the name
home address of the sniper who had killed Vicki Weaver at Ruby Ridge. A
a gun show in Tulsa, Oklahoma, he met Andreas “Andy the German” St .'
meir, a German army veteran who lived in a nearby white separatist com
pound, Elohim City. McVeigh also read other white power publications 2 ;
sent them to his sister, Jennifer McVeigh. His reading list included the pa
military mercenary magazine Soldier of Fortune and the white power ne
paper Spotlight.?® 1
Zinc, Arkansas, the site of McVeigh's Klan chapter, sat between Elohi
City and the CSA compound; the three groups had substantial contact ovél
the 1980s, and the Elohim City—CSA relationship was particularly clos‘
One can draw a triangle between Fort Riley, where McVeigh was station
the CSA compound near Bull Shoals Lake, Arkansas; and Elohim City, ju t
over the Oklahoma border. The triangle included no drive longer than s;
hours, and included both Zinc and Fort Smith within the routes connecting
those three sites. McVeigh appears to have had connections to all thest
places: he once received a traffic ticket in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He and i
sister subscribed to 7he Patriot Report, published in Fort Smith by a whité
separatist who lived at Elohim City. He was cited for crossing 2 doub §
yellow line less than twenty-five miles east of Elohim City on October
1993, six months after the Waco siege and during a frenzy of movement
activity; and in 1994 he stayed at a hotel in Vian, Oklahoma, twenty mileg
from Elohim City on the route back to Fort Riley. Connections betwe
Elohim City and McVeigh were ample and sustained over at least the o
years prior to the bombing, discrediting his later claim that he only want
to hide out in the compound after the explosion.?” '
Founded by Robert Millar in 1973, Elohim City—“City of God,”
Hebrew—consisted of some seventy-five white separatists living on a 400-aci
wooded compound, mostly in trailers parked on cement slabs. Reside
trained with homemade napalm, Claymore mines, grenades, assaule rifl
AR-15s, and Ruger Mini-14s. Strassmeir would later describe it as “a mix
the Afghani mountains and the Vietnam jungle,” locating the camp in
global paramilitary geography.*® Residents called Millar—the silver-hai
leader in a clergyman’s shirt and stiff white collar—“Grandpa,” and f
thirty-four of them, this was literally true.>' They were dedicated to wl
Millar called “cultural and genetic integrity,” and were careful—in light

.~ The Bombing of Oklahoma City |
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| the C i
: ”::ir CS::H :r;d VZac;I 3;1$tsl—to give the government no excuse to lay siege to
- und. Millar claimed the residents d no i
-~ although he refused to allo e
4 W searches of the compound. He clai
‘ .- ! aimed he was
E ;Iu:; zinu go;e(;'n;nent, although he frequently said that the ATF and FBI
| d exceeded their legal mandares.” In intervyi i
s : ; rviews, Millar called himself
( '\mc;o; moderation, and denied that the community was racist or paramilia
ary. -
Ly o“.re.ver, several clear markers of white power movement involveme;
and paramilitary armament belied these claims. N
: w‘l:/llllllafr ireacl?cd Christian Identity and separatism, and said that the
3 ;; t. of the white race proved that they were God’s chosen people. He fore-
old civil war and race riots, and talked about “black helicopters.” Members

of [hC comp()uud blOu h[ s€émiautomatic weap(u S o (ll l(]l, éven in thll[
3 g t u
3 Uf ()utsxders. EIO Y )
hllll Clt leSldClltS ca”ed the IlSClVCS rac lahS[ bEIICVCd 1n

l Zl()lllSt c()uspuacy to COlltI()l lhe ovel €nt, and refus (l to par tlclpate
; g rnment, a d ﬂ.l [ P
- n SOClal SCCUI“}. Soﬂle dldﬂt pay taxes. ()HC Iesldelll, a lCSPCCde C]dCI,
3
3 : L : .
& was a V[e[ am vetera “(ho went into t V \x/ un .ho a

1, n €nt into hC 1€tnam arasa g g P

':vmhand ca'mc out feeling betrayed by his government.” Three neo-Nazi
s mk Zads lived nearby and attended church in the compound, and two
worked at its sawmill. All of these factors poi :

B ; point to a white separatist -
nul'ltary compound consistent in its beliefs, and armament witi he b i
white power movement.33 ’ e
: lrAl;hough thle cg;nmunity itself had little to offer by way of a paramili
ry torce—only fifteen residents were adulr ,

; males or teenage b ith
most being women, children, and old i g
ies - s men—it served as a hideout and way
:zaéxlor; .for ther Aryar‘1 soldiers. James Wallington of the Order had hidd:
;ll lo ;m Ccllty, ;nd Kirk Lyons traveled there frequently.3 Elohim City reg
arly hosted white power movement leaders. i |
: » including Tom M
had close ties with a cell of whi s I ey
white power bank robbers called th
publican Army (ARA). Federal a i 8 o
) : gents had tried twice to search the co
. H m‘
po(L{md},1 on one :f these occasions, relared to a child custody dispute, Millar
and other armed men confronted a :
: i gents on the road and refused to |
in. Worried about a showdown lik o e
: e the one at Waco, the agents left wi
entering the premises. Much later, Millar’ ’ o e
: : ; : ars son would concede that Elohi
City had periodically gj i
y given refuge to A i
o P S ge to Aryan Nations members and other
k
SedJi;:c:m K.ncl)xi) [l}-lc lead FBI agent who resigned in frustration after the
trial, believed that the government should have investigated Elohim
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City following the CSA bust in 1985, and later spoke about thebse;omji
federal agents were denied legal entry to the compound. Knox ; l:itve ;
immediately after the CSA bust, a member of the Or'der v?ho alr1 maste
minded the Ukiah armored car heist holed up in Elohim Cl,[)’. W1 v:nMi
and another agent tried to enforce a warrant for thé.lt man’s arredst, l g
and his grandsons confronted them at gunpoint- until they agreeh t;)r .
Knox saw this chain of events as government failure to prevent t '
at Oklahoma City. “I think something should have bec?n done P 0 h
bombing. I think something should have been done in conne;;lon !
the CSA/Aryan Nations investigation,” Knox told the Arkzm.n.z: er.noclr
Gazette in 2003. “I think there should have been a thorough investigat 9
Elohim City.”3¢ 3
ug l;/l[?”ar claificd that there was “not a long or profO}lnd connecttx‘onb:"
tween Elohim City and the CSA, saying he thought his gropaEs la'
in with them because we are both members of the Ch.nstlan Identit
In fact, the connection between the CSA and Elohim C:ty.was remar .
long and profound. It was Millar who anointed Ellison “King James o :
Ozarks” in the early 1980s. Ellison, Noble, and others from CSA attemp‘
to travel to Elohim City in late December 1984, as the movement at;emp
to respond to the death of Order leader Bob Mathevt/s. Fedclrassa;ic:
called upon Millar to negotiate Ellison’s surrcn'der during the h9 :
bust.?® Millar’s granddaughter would marry Elllson—.wh(?, aF the tu;\;,‘
the sedition trial, had at least two other wives—at Elohim City in May
j e Oklahoma City bombing.?’ 4 8
Jusi::)ft:lrl ttkl:at Millar touted};lonviolence—“l believe .destruction I‘S con;; %
but [ want no part in starting it,” he told a New York szé 'report;:r in 119d ,
the compound did have a thoroughly armed paramilitary force le by

Strassmeir, who would later be implicated in the bombing investigatul). = i
Millar claimed this was only to send “a message to the area that»zu;/;t:
village here shouldn’t be violated and we will protect oursel(;'esl.l l :}
believed in the same impending apocalyptic race - t i rf)e '
would play in that fight—as did Ellison and other white power acm:its.
Millar acted as spiritual advisor to another CSA member who, unlike E

lison, had stayed loyal to the white power movement through tlhc Or
and sedition trials. Richard Wayne Snell was the man wh? had blown l;l
natural gas pipeline in Fulton, Arkansas, in 1983, and killed a pawns

owner and a pursuing black state trooper before hiding out in the CSA come®
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pound. He was arrested during the 1985 bust wich Beam’s Essays of 4

Klansman and three hand grenades in his trunk 2 This was another strong

. tonnection between the bombing and the movement. Snell was scheduled

(0 be executed by lethal injection on the day of the bombing, April 19, 1995,

‘This was also the ten-year anniversary of the federal action a the CSA com-

pound and the two-year anniversary of the fiery end to the Waco siege, which

McVeigh had watched on television, weeping.
Snell and Ellison had come up with the idea to bomb the Murrah Building

. tome ten years earlier. In Ocrober 1983, during intense Order activity, the

(CSA considered using rocker launchers to destroy the building’s glass fa-

:: vade. Snell and Ellison had just attended the Aryan Nations World Con-

stess, the meeting where Beam and others declared war on the state and laid
out the strategy of leaderless resistance, and of targeting federal officials, in-
stitutions, and buildings. Kerry Noble, Ellison’s right-hand man, cased the
building with Snell several times that summer. They found Kent Yates, a

former U.S. Army munitions specialist who claimed to have devised a system

(o simultaneously launch twelve to sixteen rockets from the back of a van
parked on the street. They planned to carry out the attack while people were
inside. “We knew people would die,” Noble said. “Buc the war against the
overnment meant nothing if people didn’t dje.” They abandoned the plan
when a rocket misfired, exploding in Yates’s hand and burning him. “El-
lison interpreted chis as a sign from God that it wasn’t what we [were] sup-
posed to do,” said Noble. Instead, the group attempted to assassinate Knox
and others in 1983, but failed after a car accident delayed them. Charges
around the artempted assassination became part of the 1988 sedition tria]. 3
In the months leading up to the 1995 bombing, the government received
specific warnings about Elohim City. Undercover informant Carol Howe re-
ported “dangerous, apocalyptic statements” from Millar, Ellison, and
others. Although the government dismissed this information—the ATF and
FBI said Howe was “deactivated” as an informant in March 1995—Howe
said she warned the agencies that something big was coming, and her warning
was substantial and specific. She heard the leaders saying that “a ‘cataclysm’
was pending in the spring of 1995 and thac federal buildings in Oklahoma
City or Texas were being targeted for a bomb that would signal a ‘racial holy
war’ in the United States.” It would coincide, Howe later said, with the
second anniversary of the Waco inferno on April 19, 1995. The flock at
Elohim City was preoccupied with the Waco raid, and residents held daily
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meetings about bombing a building in late'1994 and early 1995. Hows
former boyfriend was Dennis Mahon, a former National Guardsman
had belonged to White Aryan Resistance and the White Knights of the K
Klux Klan and was by then living in Elohim City. Howe said Mahon
blown up a truck with a 500-pound ammonium nitrate and fuel oil bom
1989 or 1990 in Michigan, where he was in contact with longtime racist le
Robert Miles. Mahon and Strassmeir, she reported, were talking ab
bombing federal buildings in Tulsa and Oklahoma City. Howe also said thd
while she was never formally introduced to McVeigh—and may never
seen him—she believed he was in Elohim City prior to the bombing#4
Howe would later claim that the government had attempted to suppt
this information, and that if she had been “deactivated,” no one had ever tald
her so. The government said that her information was not specific enoug
prevent the Oklahoma City bombing or to justify a potentially disastrous raif
of Elohim City. Howe was acquitted of subsequent conspiracy charges related
to an alleged bomb threat, which many saw as government retaliation -f
inconvenient testimony.” Because of this residual doubt about her credibility
the jury in McVeigh’s trial never heard about Howe or what she witnessed i
Elohim City. Stephen Jones, McVeigh’s attorney, told the Tulsa World that :

throughout Howe's tenure as an AFT informant in 1994-1995, she filed 70 ':'

reports and frequently was polygraphed. . .. “They . . . found her to be a re- 2
liable, credible informant,” Jones said. “The documents further show a ‘-,

group of people associated with Elohim City were planning, actively, to en- &
gage in assassinations, mass murder and bombings directed against the federal &

government. . . . She reported it. She watched while smaller bombs exploded,

and reported it.” 4

Between Howe’s information, which gave the nature, date, and origin of thi

threat—and even went so far as to specify the details of a truck bomb and g
federal building in Tulsa or Oklahoma City—and the descriptive examk
of the bombing given in 7he Tiurner Diaries, state agencies did have substang
tial and historical information about what was about to happen. McVei

was carrying out a planned and logical act, one that drew directly on
resources and strategies of the white power movement and targeted a buildin
that had been at the forefront of the movement’s collective conscience
more than a decade. He was motivated by the same events that drove
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movement at large. After the Passage of the Violent Crime Control and
l,aw. Enforcefncnt Act in August 1994, which outlawed nineteen types of
] ‘.cmla“utomatlc weapons, McVeigh wrote to Michael Fortier in exaspera-
. tion: “What will it take,” he asked, to foment the revolution, to spur th:J war

on th‘c government promised by the movement and Zhe Tirmer Diaries?
Within weeks, their plan to bomb Oklahoma City was under way."” -
. McVeigh would even carry the messages of the white power movc.?mcnt o
’h'ls k?ody during the attack. He bombed the Murrah Building wearin \
[-shire that depicted the tree of liberty with the slogan “The trfe of libeg )
must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrancs ”r[Iy
w:as nearly the exact phrase Beam had used to rally the movement a/ftcr Rl..lb :
Ridge, at the 1992 Estes Park summit of white power leaders and activists ‘“’y
Lat.cr, guards would say that McVeigh told them about his plans for t.he
bo'mbmg while in prison awaiting trial. He said he had considered fed 1
Iruddings and other sites in Denver, Kansas City, Texas, Little Rock m:i
South Dakota as potential targets. In the end, he chose (3klahoma Cit, afn
the Murrah Building's architectural vulnerability. It had nine floors \);i:)hr
large glass windows, and had no courtyard or plaza that separated it from
the stre?t. A truck could park almost directly under its expansive glass fa-
cade. I’.{IS aim was to damage not just che ATF—although that a eic had
f;l;ﬁces in ‘the Murrah Building—but as many federal agencies asg pos);ible.
l le bullldmg also faced an opfen park, meaning thar the blast damage would
be argely confined to people in the federal building, whom McVeigh
complicit with the New World Order 4 F s
f I;/Ich;ih, Nichols, and Fortier worked as a cell » amassing the supplies and
unds needed to carry out the bombing. They used the moralized robberies of
th.e Order as their model of operations. In September 1994, McVeigh and
NlCl'.IOIS stole blasting caps, dynamite, and fuse cords fror’n a uagrr a?ﬂ
Mal:lon, Kansas, not far from Terry Nichols’s home. In November 1q994 fhcv
;:;med out. an Order-style robbery to support. the costs of the bon;biné
ichols taking some $60,000 worth of goods including guns, cash, silver bars’
and gold coins from the home of gun dealer Roger Moore, wP;o live,d inaru i
area near Hot Springs, Arkansas. McVeigh had stayed at,Moorc’s home o
to the robbery, and Moore immediately suspected his involvement SA PHO;
the stolen guns were later found in the search of Nichols’s house 50 e
B Indtl;le we'eks before the .bombing, McVeigh wrote a letter to a female
riend that hinted he was going underground. 7he Turner Diaries called for
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a separation of legal and paramilitary wings of the movement, stating * I
would be a breach of Organization discipline for a member of an undeg
ground unit to engage in any direct recruiting activity, however minimal,
Thar function has been relegated to the ‘legal’ units.”' In other word
operatives in the guerilla war were to leave the distribution of pampbhlets

“legal” units while they worked on assassinations and bombings. In the lette:
McVeigh told his friend he would no longer do leafleting or recruiting beca
he had “certain other ‘militant’ talents char are in short supply and greatl
demanded.” He encouraged her to continue leafleting in his stead.’ McVeig
also wrote to his sister Jennifer, telling her that he had become a member @

P2
s

a “Special Forces Group involved in criminal activity.”?

The Turner Diaries gave a very specific example of a truck bombing o
the sort McVeigh was planning. In the novel, Turner and his cell uni
bomb the FBI headquarters in Washington, D.C. They use a truck bomh
with around 5,000 pounds of ammonium nicrate fertilizer with blasting
gelatin and dynamite, and they drill holes so that the driver can light the
fuse from the cab of the truck. They plan to drive the truck into the freigh
area, set the fuse, and walk away. They are fully aware chat their action wil
hurt or kill the people who work in the building. In the novel, the bomb:
detonates at 9:15 a.m., catching people at the beginning of their workday:
and killing more than 850. Turner worries about one pretty twenty-year-old

white girl trapped under a steel door.

When [ stooped to stop the girl’s bleeding, I became aware for the first time
of the moans and screams of dozens of other injured persons in the court-
yard. Not twenty feet away another woman lay motionless, her face covered
with blood and a gaping wound in the side of her head—a horrible sight
which [ can still see vividly every time I close my eyes. . .. All day yesterday
of rescue crews bringing the

and most of today we watched the TV coverage
avy burden of responsibility

dead and injured our of the building. It is a he
for us to bear. . . . Bur there is no way we can destroy the System without
hurting many thousands of innocent people—no way. Itisa cancer too deeply
rooted in our flesh. And if we don’t destroy the System before it destroys us—

if we don't cut this cancer out of our living flesh—the whole race will die.5*

Even as Turner stops to help the iconic injured white woman, he insists that
innocent civilians-including white women and children—must die in order
to “cut the cancer” of the federal government out of the “living flesh” of white

The Bombing of Oklahoma City
223

mucty..\).(/hilf Turner considers the deaths of civilians a “heavy burden of
:;,:n;r;;;b:ht);dhe still‘sees the “pawns” Lilled in the bombing ;ls unavoid-
—— :aeiral ar.nagff in the cal.xse of race war and in preventing the apoca-
Sl ;:ailn:)x;r;cnon. McVeigh would describe the civilians he killed in
meing on the Turner Diaries, then, McVeigh drove his 1977 yellow Mer:
«ury Marquis to Oklahomg City, where he parked in a downtown garg :
the Murrah Building. He calleq Nichols to come pick him up, andgth;fz::"er
,'I“l:"[;:) ::]o j}t:rt:inon City, Kar.xsas——thc nearest city to Fort Riley, where Mc\/eigh
.." ' g 1€ld a storage unit—and rened 5 Ryder truck using his 10 percent
‘ilitary discount. Just afterward, on April 5, McVeigh placed a two-mj
Phone call to Elohim City. He was trying to reach Strassmeir, who had 'l‘:\l::

indicated Strassmeir’s involvement with the compound’s paramilitary side:
w;uc.hdogs have pointed ouc that after Waco, he was iéstru]ncntai?fin C_’
t;;ﬁl{lgh)rhe compound’s arsenal ro include assault rifles, By the time Zﬁ
'»“,‘L Zlgd ts)p}llon\e ca”,. however, Srrass{neir had already left the compound
800d because he did nor approve of the imminent arriva] of Ellison, w}
would marry Milla’s granddaughter weeks after the bombing 5 oy
MCf\/r;;z(;t]l;zrc:ﬁn;zct101‘1’, one chat (hft archive does not fully explain,
= NT o : .é yons’s lavv. office a fe.w days before the bombing.56 pe.
ps McVeigh wished to coordinate a defenge. Perhaps he was prepared ¢
he a scapegoar after the bombing, Perhaps the cell was prepared for :n : :
1;{llghr to take the fall for the others and go to jail. After all, Mchigh;v$:2
‘.;:ictrhrhe bor;:bmg was caught (.)1.1 aroutine traffic stop—later claimed credj;
€ attack even as Lyons spirited Strassmeir oy of the country before he
could be thoroughly investigated.’? ey
_denF::; days before the bombing, McVeigh stayed on task. When Nichols
. . ffr expr?ssed doubr or reluctance, McVeigh circulated Armed and
angerous: The Rise of the Survivaliss Right, a book by journalist James C
who had covered the emergence of the Order in the 1980s. A copy o\f‘A(')a[e;
fmzz’ Dangerous from Kingman, Arizona’s Mohave Counry [ ibrarp' tur ;me
in the FBI search of Terry Nichols’s house in Kansas, 'l’herlbool;yincli::ieduf
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And what would arrest matter to a soldier in that kind of war? “We are tk
legions of the damned,” read a passage by Order leader Bob Mathews in thi
book’s epigraph. “The army of the already dead.”®
As they marshaled the will to carry out the attack, McVeigh and hi
conspirators continued to gather the supplies they would need. On Apr
or 18, a witness reported seeing five men with a Ryder truck parked neg
Geary State Lake. The site was less than a half hour’s drive on the route frof
Junction City, Kansas—where McVeigh had rented the Ryder truck—#§
Oklahoma City, via US-77, a back road that passed through Heringt f
Kansas, where Terry Nichols lived. The witness said he saw a Ryder tn
loaded down with ammonium nitrate fertilizer parked on the side of chi
road. Thinking the truck was stuck, he stopped to help, but he changed “
mind after a menacing look from one of the men. Descriptions of the me
matched those of militiamen and white power figures active in the area—: “
indicated that at least three other people besides McVeigh and Nichols weg
present. The other vehicles parked near the Ryder truck were a pickup, a largy
stakebed truck, and a brown car. McVeigh had already parked his 197}
yellow Mercury in a downtown garage in Oklahoma City, ready for the get
away, and had removed its Arizona license plate. Nichols drove a picki Q
Federal agents never followed the lead about the other two vehicles, nor did
they locate and interview these other suspects. After assembling the bo: b
at Geary State Lake with unknown accomplices, McVeigh drove the Ryd
truck from Kansas to Oklahoma City on 250 miles of back roads, in order ¢
avoid being pulled over.%
The night before the bombing, McVeigh slept in the Ryder truck with
the 7,000-pound fertilizer bomb. The morning of April 19, he drove intd
Oklahoma City, inserted earplugs, lit a five-minute fuse and then a t 0
minute one as he approached the target, parked the truck in the delivery
pull-off in front of the Murrah Building, checked that the fuses were burningg
got out of the truck, and walked away. He made it about 150 yards befor§
the explosion lifted him off the ground .5 |
The bomb killed 167 people, and a nurse died on the scene when she wa
hic by falling debris, bringing the death toll to 168. More than 500 w ,
injured. Nineteen children died in the blast. The number of deaths in Ol
homa City exceeded the 148 Americans who had died in combat during h
Gulf War. One Vietnam veteran on the scene compared the blast to
but said that the bombing was worse. “In the war, you knew the enemy v /al
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coming after you. You were prepared. You could defend yourself. . . . We had
"o warning for this.” 6!

Many of the victims, and most of the children, were disfigured, burned
or maimed. Parents used birthmarks to identify their dead children "[’
couldn’t see anything in his face at all. Tc was all puffed up, all bloody “;ith
scratches and stitches and black eyes,” said Jim Denny, father of Brandon
D.enny, three, who had a strawberry birthmark on his thigh. “Buc his legs
his lictle legs. His legs were so clean.” McVeigh and Fortier would both claigm,
later that they didn’t know about the day care center on the second floor of
the building, directly over the place where the Ryder truck had exploded
Rescue workers lined up the small bodies in a playground.®2 ’ .

' The structural instability of what remained of the Murrah Building com-
Emhcated the rescue effore; falling pieces of debris and swinging electrical
lvmcs threatened rescue workers. It rained on and off during the days that
followed the bombing, and crews frequently had to abandon the crane they
were using because of concerns about lightning. One victim, pinioned under
fallen steel, had to have her right leg amputated on the scene because movin
the debris might have caused the building to collapse. An assistant fire chie{f;‘
spoke of the people still stuck in the wreckage. “There are places we have to
crawl over bodies to get to other people,” he said. “People are crying our to
us, There are areas where we can reach through and try to touch their hands,
There are Some ateas we can't get to at all.” As the days passed, the presence
of putrefying bodies further hampered the rescue effort, wich workers slowed
by the sheer volume of blood and bodily fluids.s3

In the chaos after the blast, McVeigh got in the parked getaway car and
drove slowly away from Oklahoma City, heading north. He would later sa
that he forgot to put a license plate on the car, and this oversight led to hi)s’
arrest when he crossed a double yellow line in Perry, Oklahoma, seventy-
five minutes after the bomb went off. The timing indicates that he carefully
drove at or under the speed limit from Oklahoma City to Perry, on a route
that would have led him back to Fort Riley. McVeigh, who owned a radar
d-cfector and frequently drove recklessly, far above the speed limit, was exer-
cising unusual caution.54

\?(/hen he was arrested, McVeigh had no money with him.® He did have a
semiautomatic handgun loaded with a Black Talon “cop killer” bullet.5 The
standard protocol for white Power operatives being pursued was to shoot the
police officer and flee. Snell had done so, as had Order member David

>
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Tate.” McVeigh, however, was polite to the arresting officer, perhaps becausg:
the policeman quickly drew his weapon. McVeigh told the officer he had g
gun, and then surrendered peaceably.®®* He was arrested with Strassmeir's!
card in his wallet. It was a strange oversight, and this—along with
McVeigh’s unusually strict observance of the speed limit in his getaway:
indicated that he did not set out to be arrested. Perhaps he thought, wh
he surrendered, that he could not be linked to the bombing and would
quickly released. Indeed, only through a lucky and rapid John Doe descrig
tion issued to the Perry jail was McVeigh held for anything other than t
routine traffic violation and a concealed weapon charge.”” McVeigh ne
attempted violent evasion or jailbreak and was consistently cooperative wi
his jailers.

Also in the car at the time of his arrest was a thick packet of extremist.
literature, quotes from Patrick Henry and Winston Churchill, and writin
on Waco and on Samuel Adams. The envelope that held them was sealed;’
perhaps McVeigh carried them in case he was apprehended and unable to'
tell his story for himself. One of the items in the packet was a quote from

The Turner Diaries:

More important, though, is what we taughe the politicians and the bureau-
crats. They learned this afternoon that not one of ther is beyond our reach.
They can huddle behind barbed wire and tanks in the city, and they can hide ¢
behind the concrete walls of their country estates, but we can still find them A

and kill them.”!

McVeigh wanted the bombing to send a message to the New World Order;
that white American men could still wage war on the state.

As McVeigh sat in one lockup, perhaps wondering if authorities woul
release him on the traffic violation or discover his connection to the bombin;
Snell awaited execution in another. There he received Robert Millar, who#
had come from Elohim City to counsel him as his death approached. An FBI ¢
review of the prison log would later report that Snell spent the hours befo
his execution lying on his bunk and watching television coverage of the &
Oklahoma City bombing, “smiling and chuckling.” As guards prepared to -
administer the lechal injection that night, Snell’s final words were of race,%
war and a warning for the Arkansas governor. “Look over your shoulder, jus-

tice is on the way,” Snell foretold. “I wouldn’t trade places with you or any |
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of your political cronies. Hail His victory. I am ar peace.” After the lethal
injection at 9:10 p.m., men from Elohim City collected his body. He was
buried at the compound, with a funeral officiated by Millar that revealed,
again, the close ties between thar community and Snell’s CSA.72

In the days thar followed, more and more links between the bombing
and the white power movemen emerged. Authorities transferred McVeigh
to prison to await trial. They identified and located Terry Nichols after
he turned himself in to the state police in Herington; a search of his
house produced some thirty weapons, including a replica Uzi machine
gun. In the home and car of McVeigh, officials found writings and letters
about his belief in a right to carry firearms without government restraint,
He also had a book, Sinister Twilight, and a video, Day 51—both about
Waco.”?

Meanwhile, doubts arose that one truck bomb could have inflicted so
much damage. Two anonymous Pentagon experts said the damage was con-
sistent with five separate bombs, but the ruins were demolished before an
independent forensic team could investigate. The government cited health
concerns as the reason for expediting the demolition. This part of the story
generated complicated conspiracy theories, as did witness reports of a “John
Doe 2,” never located, described as an olive-skinned, dark-haired man.7

series of smaller explosions caused the damage, Nichols and Fortier were very
likely joined by the Geary State Lake accomplices in helping McVeigh with
the bombing. When McVeigh wrote that he had become a member of 2 “Spe-
cial Forces Group involved in criminal activity,” it signaled membership.
Such groups, the paramilitary elite of the white power movement, were
not newly wrought by the militiamen: they had led mercenary expeditions
in Central America, conducted vigilante border watches, confronted Viet-
namese refugees on the Texas coast, and robbed and killed in the Order and
in affiliated local groups. McVeigh’s membership in such a cell during these

years positioned him as a soldier of the white power movement. It also

U.S. Army Special Forces,
paramilitary war on the state, a campaign that had always been modeled
on the Vietnam War story.”>
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The image of McVeigh as a working soldier was emphasized by his trialy
which began on the tenth anniversary of the Fort Smith sedition trial, a
that of Terry Nichols. Further links between the white power movement and:
the bombing emerged while McVeigh and Nichols were in jail. After auchoris
ties decided Strassmeir was a person of interest, movement lawyer Lyo :
helped him flee the country before the investigation could produce any mo
information to tie him to the bombing. And because McVeigh refused to®
acknowledge his role in the bombing until after his conviction, McVeigh'
defense team went so far as to issue a false confession in hopes of baiting:
white power leaders into giving affidavits. The Rocky Mountain News latets
reported that the confession was meant to make Beam think McVeigh w
acting as the perfect operative by accepting blame for the bombing. The de- -
fense team thought Beam was a possible suspect in the bombing but waL,f_
unable to get him on record in a useful way. Beam, purportedly plagued with;
ongoing personal crises, including custody battles and health problems he
attributed to Agent Orange exposure in Vietnam, had begun to quietly with-;
draw from the movement. During the investigation, Beam said through an |
intermediary that he could not be held responsible for how others might

misuse his ideas.”s 4

Unable to prove that McVeigh was carrying out Beam’s strategy of lead- 88
erless resistance, the defense team argued that there had been a conspiracy.
It was based, they said, in Elohim City, where resident “members of the ]
Aryan Nations, the Posse Comitatus and former Kansas City Ku Klux Kla 1
leader Dennis Mahon” assisted McVeigh. Jones argued that in the week
before the bombing, Elohim City was “populated by individuals who previ-
ously had engaged in armed confrontation with the federal government |
including neo-Nazis with training manuals on how to make ammonium
nitrate bombs.””’ Jones relied on the testimony of Carol Howe, allowed asa
witness in Nichols’s trial, who maintained that Mahon and Strassmeir cased '+
the Murrah Building three times just before the bombing. Jones also referred %
to an Order-style spree of bank robberies in the area carried out by the Aryan -
Republican Army. That group certainly followed the directives of the Or- -
der’s war on the state: it carried out a chain of bank robberies from 1994 to

1996, eventually robbing nineteen banks in eight states. Of six suspects in
those robberies, four had lived at Elohim City or had close ties there. One
was wanted for the triple murder of a gun dealer and his family. ARA mem- 3
bers included Michael Brescia and Mark Thomas. Some suspected Brescia
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of being involved in the Oklahoma City bombing as John Doe 2, although
such suspicions were never investigated or confirmed. Dennis Mahon—of
lom Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance in California, and Carol Howe'’s
lormer boyfriend—was close friends with Brescia and Thomas. Thomas was
also the leader of the Pennsylvania branch of Aryan Nations. These connec-
tions pointed persuasively to Elohim City as a refuge and staging ground of
a c‘ontinued war on the state waged by the unified white power movement.
“If the bombing or anything like that was planned here, it was certainly not
(o my knowledge,” said Millar in an uncharacteristically weak denial. A local
witness claimed to have seen McVeigh with one of the accused ARA bank
robbers.”8

The conspiracy defense did not succeed: McVeigh was found guilty and
sentenced to death by lethal injection. Perhaps Jones lost the case, commen-
tators ventured, because McVeigh refused to offer sufficient information to
sustain the defense. Wrote author Gore Vidal, who undertook a lengthy cor-
respondence with McVeigh after his conviction, “Jones’s case led some re-
porters to speculate that McVeigh himself was limiting his own defense in
order to prevent evidence that might implicate others in the bombing from
entering the record.””” Later, in Terry Nichols’s trial, Vidal pointed out that
the jury forewoman, after reporting a hung jury, told the press, “Decisions
were probably made very early on that McVeigh and Nichols were who they
were looking for, and the same sort of resources were not used to try to find
out who else might be involved. . . . The government really dropped the ball.”
‘The forewoman received bomb threats soon after saying so. Some jurors,
Vidal wrote, believed that other conspirators were still at large.?

Vidal also wrote, “I unearthed evidence that the FBI did not follow up
on solid leads, or, if they did, failed to turn those over to the defense. I un-
covered information provided to the FBI by Kansas law enforcement, and
by very reliable eyewitnesses who were apparently disregarded,” including
the story of the five men at Geary State Lake. He also “found evidence that
the FBI may have withheld certain information from the defense teams
during discovery, potentially tainting the verdicts against both McVeigh and
Nichols.”®" Indeed, the FBI deliberately withheld such evidence in its stra-
tegic pursuit of a single perpetrator. Attorney General John Ashcroft would
delay McVeigh’s execution by a month, at the end, to allow the defense to
review materials not disclosed during the trial. The FBI turned over thou-
sands of pages of documents that the agency had not revealed even under a
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direct order from the judge.®2 Nevertheless, McVeigh's execution in June 201
cemented the popular perception that he had acted alone. s

Meanwhile, most reactions to the bombing within the white pow
movement fell into two categories: those who condemned the act and §
lieved McVeigh was an innocent scapegoat, and those who approved of ¢h
bombing as violence necessary in the war on the state. Militia of Montaf
leader David Trochmann said federal government operatives had carri
out the bombing in order to discredit militias.®? Incarcerated Order membe
David Lane published a lengthy open letter to McVeigh in his newslettef
Angry that Richard Matsch, the same judge who had sentenced him aj
his fellow Order members, was presiding over McVeigh’s trial, Lane wrotd

that McVeigh had surely been set up.

Timothy, you are dealing with a government that over the last two centuries
has traveled from Dixie, to Cuba, to Mexico, to Panama to Grenada, to a

dozen Latin American countries, from the halls of Montezuma, to the shores
of Tripoli, to Italy, to Germany twice, to Japan, to Korea, to Vietnam, to Iraq, "
to Waco, to Whidbey Island, to Ruby Ridge and dozens of lesser known
wars, occupations and assassinations, in pursuit of their . .. New World
Order. In the process they have killed and maimed many tens of millions of

very real people.®

Lane placed the battles of the white power movement—the standoff betwee
Mathews and the FBI at Whidbey Island, the siege at Ruby Ridge and th
fire at Waco—in a history of brutal U.S. interventions all over the world:
Under the power of such a superstate, a man set up to take a fall could ne
expect justice. The Jubilee, following this line, called the bombing a traged;
but also defended McVeigh from what it saw as unjust federal prosecution.®

Meanwhile, 7urner Diaries author and National Alliance leader Williar
Pierce lauded the bombing and promised more violence to come. “Terroris
is a nasty business. Most of its victims are innocent people,” Pierce said. “B
terrorism is a form of warfare, and in war most of the victims are noncoma
batants.”® Other movement figures recognized the violence as part of thei
war on the state. The National Socialist Workers’ Party said it had no con:
nection to the bombing, but that members of the movement were probabl
involved. In an ethnographic interview, one white separatist woman said
people in her group “were happy about what happened in Oklahoma. There's’
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£ lot of anger out there. The people, some felt sorry for the children buc the

test of them got what they deserved, the government deserved. The govern-
Mment provoked this.”87

Beam offered a call to action. In 4 long “historical analysis” of the bombing

- in the Jubilee, he decried the “horrendous explosion and senseless loss of life

In leahoma City” and wrote that the bombing would fuel the police state,
which would crack down on the militias and on gun ownership. Then, Beam

' asked the reader to put aside assumptions of conspiracy: what if the govern-

ment had not set up the Oklahoma City bombing? What if McVeigh and
Nichols were not government agents, but ordinary men? “Wha then would
produce the amount of frustration necessary to motivate decorated Gulf War
veterans to carry out such an act independent of any government collusion?”
he asked. “Two things come to mind: Failure of government to punish those
who killed Mrs. Weaver and her son at Ruby Ridge, and failure of govern-
Ment to punish those in law enforcement who murdered innocent men,
women, and children at Waco.” From this invocation of martyrs, Beam
moved fluidly into a new call to arms.

When the law breaks down, the vigilante is called forth. . .. To control this
disease of the American spirit we must go straight for the command and con-
trol center in Washington. We still have the power to take back America so
long as free elections are held. Between now and the next national election
we must all arm ourselves with a voter registration slip and use it like 2 .308
sniper weapon to “take out” the infectious bought whores of the new world
government who are now Proposing to rule us all with an Orwellian iron
fist—forever beating us into submission, while claiming to protect us.%*

Likening a voter registration slip to a sniper rifle was a strangely unwieldy
metaphor for Beam. Perhaps it is better read as 2 coded message to move-
ment followers and to underground resistance cells, The -308 was the weapon
proposed in the Order’s plan for six-member cells to avoid police pursuit by
killing policemen and disabling their cars. And the target, clearly embedded
in the message, was “the command and control center in Washington.” Beam
was calling for soldiers to follow McVeigh’s lead in acting against the federal
government,

Indeed, the bombing launched an almost immediate and widespread wave
of violence as the militia movement, and the broader white power movement,
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took action around the country. Four militiamen were arrested in Okla ;
where they were allegedly planning to bomb several buildings. Federal de
uments said that they had planned to practice at Elohim City; while Mill
admitted that he knew one of the men, he said he knew nothing about
plan.*” Three members of the Georgia Republic Militia were convict |
stockpiling bombs. Militia members from West Virginia, Ohio, and Pen
sylvania were accused of planning to blow up the FBI's national fingerpti#
center, another idea taken directly from 7he Turner Diaries. A federal mif
inspector and his wife were injured in a copycat bombing in Vacavill
California. There was an Oklahoma-based conspiracy to blow up the An
Defamation League offices in Houston.? Bombings, bomb threats, m:
ders, and armed protests plagued gay bars in the South and abortion clinig
there and in the Midwest. Confederate Hammer Skins—skinheads ar 0
with assault weapons—chased law enforcement officers away from a “Wh
Man’s Weekend” in Dawsonville, Georgia.” In 1995, seven Militia of M n
tana members stormed the sheriff’s department to demand the return of
fiscated property; five—including leader John Trochmann—were arresteg
on concealed weapons charges, and authorities suspected they had planne
to kidnap and hang a district court judge. The New York Times reported "
several other fugitives holed up in Idaho and Montana, each man waititig
for, and perhaps even hoping for, his standoff with the feds.?
Several familiar white power activists reemerged after the bombing, I
1997, a jury convicted navy veteran Veren Jay Merrell of domestic terrorist
bombings and bank robberies in eastern Washington, including bombing

3

Planned Parenthood clinic, a U.S. Bank branch, and a suburban bureau ‘

the Spokane-based Spokesman-Review. Mertell, who had written for the

bilee, was a member of the Arizona Patriots not convicted after the 1986 bust,

The group had relocated to Idaho (possibly following Bob Mathews), ha

reorganized, and had continued to wage war on the state. Merrell, who prags

ticed severation, was a nuclear expert from his time in the navy and easils

translated this skill set to bomb-making.? Ex-mercenary and Civilian Mil
itary Assistance head Tom Posey also turned up again after the Oklahom

City bombing, and was convicted of conspiracy to sell night-vision goggle
nearly a quarter of a million dollars’ worth—stolen from the army pos

Fort Hood, Texas.?* In 1999, Buford Furrow—who had married Debbi
Mathews, the widow of Bob Mathews—opened fire on a Jewish communig)

center and killed a Filipino postal worker in Los Angeles, Califo

~ The Bombi i
ombing of Okiahoma City 233

4 Furrow, who was using an Uzi, also wounded three children, a teenager, and
. an old woman. In his van, police found 2,000 rounds of ammunition and

an Army Ranger handbook; he was also armed with other weapons, in-

. cluding hand grenades. Furrow may have been attempting to get into the

- Phineas Priesthood, a Christian Identity group that required its soldiers to
b Wage acts of race war in order to gain membership. Furrow was a longtime
| Aryan Nations member wich a history of violent activity. In an earlier court
. ppearance for assault, he had said he fantasized about committing a mass

killing: even so, he was able to obtain an Uzi and carry out further crimes %

On July 27, 1996, Eric Rudolph bombed Atlanta’s Centennial Park in the
middle of the Olympics. Because the bomb had shifted, orienting its explo-
sion vertically rather than horizontally, ics shrapnel wounded only 111 people
and killed two; the bomb had been intended for a much higher death toll
Rudolph, escaping arrest, followed with three more bombs in 1996 and 1997;
(flrgeting two abortion clinics and 2 gay bar. Those blasts injured another
six people and killed two more. All four bombs, the FBI would later con-
firm, were “powerful antipersonnel devices, containing nails, that were de-
signed to kill and maim,” wich secondary blasts or advance warning phone
calls calculated to target rescue workers.96 Rudolph, who signed his letters
“Army of God” in reference to a violent anti-abortion crusade, had grown
up around white separatism. As 2 freshman in high school, he wrote a paper
denying the Holocaust, a common intellectual exercise for white power
movement members and their children. His family lived in the North Car-
olina wilderness; Rudolph was anti-abortion, anti-gay, and dedicated to war
on the state.”

Rudolph, an experienced woodsman, disappeared into the mountains of
’westem North Carolina, where he remained on the run—and on the FBI’s
Ten Most Wanted list, with a reward of $1 million—for five years. He chose
a region, reported the New York Times, where white separatist organizations
were known to take refuge. And indeed, the locals did little to help authori-
ties catch Rudolph. FBI director Louis Freeh and Attorney General Janet
Reno made impassioned pleas, describing the horrific details of the Olympic
Park bombing, to attempt to generate help finding Rudolph. When Rudolph
was apprehended near Murphy, North Carolina, he had buried four caches
of dynamite around the town, including a twenty-five-pound bomb across
the road from the Army National Guard armory that served as the base for
the FBI manhunt. This revealed a continued engagement with the Order’s
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attempts to target law enforcement officers, the White Patriot Party’s theft d
military weapons from North Carolina armories, or both.”* Meanwhile, a
string of less publicized incidents showed a white power movement still acti '
and violent. The Arizona Patriots plotted to blow up abortion clinics in t'
mid-1990s. In 1999, Benjamin Smith, linked with the white power World
Church of the Creator, avent on a shooting spree in Illinois and Indiana,
wounding six Jews and killing two people of color before killing himself?®
The Oklahoma City bombing, as Beam foretold, resulted in a federal
crackdown that dampened the white power movement somewhat in the late
1990s and early 2000s. Thom Robb’s Klan in Zinc, Arkansas, disbanded
under the pressure of the bombing investigation. In March 1996, the FBI
attempted to round up the Montana Freemen at Justus Township, provoking
a long siege, but one that ended peacefully and avoided creating a memberi
ship surge like the one that had followed Ruby Ridge and Waco. Lyons}
turned up at Justus Township to help with hostage negotiations. The Jubilee
called the raid the culmination of three years of government harassmenty}
political persecution, and judicial suppression. McVeigh said his bombin
had curbed state violence. Perhaps he was right: after all, there had been -
fiery end to the siege at Justus Township.%°
Until his execution in 2001, McVeigh maintained that he had acted alon
with coerced help from Fortier and Nichols, in carrying out the bombin
He said that his attorney was wrong abour the conspiracy idea, that he ha
never met Mahon, and that he had encountered Strassmeir only once, at a
gun show. He said he had made calls to Elohim City and the National Al-}
liance only to secure a place to hide after the bombing.'”! The evidence, how-
ever, from McVeigh's life history, to his associations, to the ideas that shape
his life and actions, points to his long participation in the white power mov
ment and as a soldier of its cell-style underground. It didn’t matter th
McVeigh had no demonstrable contact with white power leaders. He could
be no greater an acolyte had he gone into battle under direct command. ¢
McVeigh referred to the bombing as a “military action,” and the bombing?
was indeed the culmination of decades of white power organization, bringin ;‘
to bear years and years of paramilitarism. The successful strategy of leader=
less resistance meant that movement leaders could never be linked to the
bombing—and that even the white power movement itself could become ¥
invisible, its coordinated violence misunderstood as disconnected acts car- i

ried out by lone terrorists.

Epilogue

A police car decorated with the slogan i
gan “We Will Never Forget” sits before the
wreckage of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, April 1995

(Rick Bowmer, Associated Press Photo)

THE BOMB IN OKLAHOMA CITY left an eight-foot crater in the street and 2 mas-
sive hollow in the edifice of the federal building. Survivors spoke of the ma-
terial void they encountered in the immediate aftermath of the blast: the
¢mpty space where that par of the building should have been. “I¢ was.like
the .cnd of the world when the blast hit, this tremendous noise and pressure
against you, and I could see everything disintegrating,” said Wanda Web.-
ster, a si«xt)"—ﬁve-year—old employee of the Office of Native American Pro-
izr}::g ::::::;I finally did remove the rubble and stand up, there was

Such descriptions of absence serve as an apt metaphor for the way the
bombing distorted, or even destroyed, what had been a popular awaaness




