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Group 1: Good Will

e Read paragraphs 1 and 2.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. Explain the meaning of the first sentence of paragraph 1. In what way or ways does Kant characterize
the “good will”? L

2. In what way does Kant make his key point in paragraphs 1 and 27

Group 2: Consequences

e Read paragraph 4.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. Explain the relation between “good will” and “consequences.”

2. In what way might John Stuart Mill respond to Kant?

Group 3: Duty

o Re‘ad paragraph 5.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. Explaih_ what Kant means by acting “in conformity with duty” and acting “from d..uw'"

2. Then, gehérate an example other than Kant's “shopkeeper” to illustrate the difference.

Group 4: Maxims

e Read paragraph 10.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. What do you think the second proposition means:

2. What is a maxim?

3. Clarify the difference between “a priori” and “a posteriori.”

Group 5: Respect for Law

o Read paragraphs 11-12.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. Explain “the third proposition.”

2. What is the “pre-eminent good?”
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® Read paragraph 13.

e Be prepared to respond to the following:

- » .

1. List the three characteristics of the “nature” of the “law” (first sentence, paragraph 13)7?

.
. +
.

F 2. Articulate the “universal maxim” of the promise maker/breaker.

5
. .

. In what way, does this maxim “necessarily destroy itself?”

Group 7: Examples (part 1

¢ Read paragraphs 6 and 7.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. In paragraph 6, Kant claims that “most men” take care of their lives based on a maxim without
intrinsic moral worth. Explain what he means.

2. In paragraph 7, Kant develops another example. Explain the example: in doing so, be sure to articulate

the maxim in play; also, clarify the difference between acting “in conformity” with duty and acting
“from” duty.

Group 8: The Examples (part 2

e Read paragraphs 37.1 and 40.4.
e Be prepared to respond to the following:

1. In both cases, explain the example.
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Excerpts from

Kant’s Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals
. Numbered as the class handout is numbered
1. Nothin

it

e g can possibly be conceived in the world, or even out of it
Eov can be om__aa good, without qualification, except a good <<=_., R1
F Intelligence, wit, judgement, and the other talents of the mind,
roim,.\o_. they may be named, or courage, resolution, perseverance, as
- qualities of temperament, are undoubtedly good and desirable in many

3L : . ay also become extremely bad
and mischievous if the will which is to make use of them, and which,

therefore, constitutes what is called character, is not good. It is

G

e

health, and the general well-being and contentment with one's
condition which is called happiness, inspire pride, and often
presumption, if there is not a good will to correct the influence of
these on the mind, and with this also to rectify the whole principle
of acting and adapt it to its end. The sight of a being who is not
adorned with a single feature of a pure and good will, enjoying
unbroken prosperity, can never give pleasure to an impartial
rational spectator. Thus a good will appears to constitute the v,
indispensable condition even of being worthy of happiness. / —

2-3. There are even some qualities which are of service to this good will
itself and may facilitate its action, yet which have no intrinsic
unconditional value, but always presuppose a good will, and this
qualifies the esteem that we justly have for them and does not
permit us to regard them as absolutely good. Moderation in the

affections and passions, self-control, and calm n deliberation are not
only good in many respects, but even seem to constitute part of the
intrinsic worth of the person; but they are far from deserving to be
called good without qualification, although they have been so
unconditionally praised by the ancients. For without the principles of
a good will, they may become extremely bad, and the coolness of a
villain not only makes him far more dangerous, but also directly makes

him more abominable in our eyes than he would have been without it.

4. A good will is good not because of what it performs or effects, = ¥ Q.2
not by its aptness for the attainment of some proposed end, but simply
by virtue of the volition; that is, it is good in itself, and
considered by itself is to be esteemed much higher than all that can

~ be brought about by it in favour of any inclination, nay even of the

sum total of all inclinations. Even if it should happen that, owing to
special disfavour of fortune, or the niggardly provision of a
step-motherly nature, this will should wholly lack power to accomplish
its purpose, if with its greatest efforts it should yet achieve

~ nothing, and there should remain only the good will (not, to be

| sure, a mere wish, but the summoning of all means in our power), then,

ike a ewel, it would still shine by its own light, as a thing

| \which Ras its whole value in itself. Its usefulness or fruitfulness

can neither add nor Erm away anything from this value. It would be,
as it were, os_.w the setting to enable us to handle it the more
conveniently in common commerce, or to attract to it the attention

of ﬁroma who are not yet connoisseurs, but not to recommend it to true
connoisseurs, or to determine its value.

5. We have then to develop the notion of a will which deserves to be

highly esteemed for itself and is good without a view to anything

further, a notion which exists already in the sound natural

understanding, requiring rather to be cleared up than to be taught,

and which(in estimating the value of our actions always takes the Dk~
first place and constitutes the condition of all the rest)In order to AN
do this, we will take the notion of duty, which includes that of a

good will, although implying certain subjective restrictions and

hindrances. These, however, far from concealing it, or rendering it
unrecognizable, rather bring it out by contrast and make it shine

forth so much the brighter. I omit here all actions which are already recognized as

inconsistent
with duty, although they may be useful for this or that purpose, for

_with these the question whether they are done from_duty cannot arise Yo Pcrd

at all, since they even conflict with it. 1 also set aside those

actions which really conform to duty, but to which menhaveno  *'¢ pntorm ¥ Aty
direct inclination, performing theém because they are impelled

thereto by some other inclination. For in this case we can readily

distinguish whether the action which agrees with duty is done from

duty, or from a selfish view. It is much harder to make this~

Tistinction when the action accords with duty and the subject has

besides a direct inclination to it. For example, it is always a matter

of duty that a dealer should not over charge an inexperienced

purchaser; and wherever there is much commerce the prudent tradesman

does not overcharge, but keeps a fixed price for everyone, so that a

child buys of him as well as any other. Men are thus honestly

served: but this is not enough to make us believe that the tradesman & W omfmﬂdﬂ
has so acted from duty and from principles of honesty: his own
advantage required it; it is out of the question in this case to

suppose that he might besides have a direct inclination in favour of
the buyers, so that, as it were, from love he should give no advantage

to one over another. Accordingly the action was done neither from duty
nor from direct inclination, but merely with a selfish view.

ml_h./
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- 6. On the other hand, it is a duty to maintain one's life: and, in
~ addition, everyone has also adirect inclination to do so0. But on this
account the ¢f anxious care which most men take for it has no
intrinsic worth, and their maxim has no moral import. They preserve
their life as duty requires, no doubt, but not because duty
requires. On the other band, if adversity and hopeless sorrow have
completely taken away the relish for life; if the unfortunate one,
strong in mind, indignant at his fate rather than desponding or Eg. 1
dejected, wishes for death, and yet preserves his life without
loving it- not from inclination or fear, but from duty- then his maxim

has a moral worth.

7. To be beneficent when we can is a duty; and besides this, there B,
are many minds so sympathetically constituted that, without any Lok

other motive of vanity or self-interest, they find a pleasure in
spreading joy around them and can take delight in the satisfaction

of others so far as it is their own work. But I maintain that in

such a case an action of this kind, however proper, however amiable it
may be, bas nevertheless no true moral worth, but is on a level with
other inclinations, e.g., the inclination to honour, which, if it is

happily directed to that which is in fact of public utility and

accordant with duty and consequently honourable, deserves praise and
encouragement, but not esteem. For the maxim lacks the moral import,

namely, that such actions be done from duty, not from inclination. Put
the case that the mind of that philanthropist were clouded by sorrow

of his own, extinguishing all sympathy with the lot of others, and
that, while he still has the power to benefit others in distress, he
is not touched by their trouble because he is absorbed with his own:
and now suppose that he tears himself out of this dead
insensibility, and performs the action without any inclination to
it, but simply from duty, then first has his action its genuine
moral worth. Further still; if nature bas put little sympathy in the
heart of this or that man; if he, supposed to be an upright man, is by
temperament cold and indifferent to the sufferings of others,
perhaps because in respect of his own he is provided with the
special gift of patience and fortitude and supposes, or even requires,
that others should have the same- and such a man would certainly not
be the meanest product of nature- but if nature had not specially
framed him for a philanthropist, would he not still find in himself
a source from whence to give himself a far higher worth than that of a
good-natured temperament could be? Unquestionably. It is just in
this that the moral worth of the character is brought out which is
incomparably the-highest of all, namely, that he is beneficent, not

from inclination, but from duty.

8. To secure one's own happiness is a duty, at least indirectly; for Ex M
discontent with one's condition, under a pressure of many anxieties

and amidst unsatisfied wants, might easily become a great temptation
to transgression of duty.

9. It is in this manner, undoubtedly, that we are to understand those
passages of Scripture also in which we are commanded to love our
neighbour, even our enemy. For love, as an affection, cannot be
commanded, but beneficence for duty’s sake may: even though we are not

impelled to it by any inclination- nay, are even repelled by a natural
and unconquerable aversion. This is practical love and not
pathological- a love which is seated in the will, and not in the
propensions of sense- in principles of action and not of tender
sympathy; and it is this love alone which can be commanded.

10. The second E.onoﬂ:om*i;ﬁ an action done from duty derives its
moral worth, not from the purpose which is to be attained by it, but A
from the maxim by which it is determined, and therefore does not oo

depend on the realization of the object of the action, but merely on

the principle of volition by which the action has taken place, without
regard to any object of desire)lt is clear from what precedes that

the purposes which we may have in view in our actions, or their
effects regarded as ends and springs of the will, cannot give to
actions any unconditional or moral worth. In what, then, can their
worth lie, if it is not to consist in the will and in reference to its

expected effect? It cannot lie anywhere but in the principle of the
will without regard to the ends which can be attained by the action.

For the will stands between mﬁmgngomv_og which is formal,

and its@ posteriori ypring, which is material, as between two
roads, and as it must be determined by something, ittt it must be

determined by the formal principle of volition when an action is v MAaglwm

done from duty, in which case every material principle has been
withdrawn from it.

11. The third proposition, which is a consequence of the two
preceding, I would express thus(Duty is the necessity of acting from
respect for the _®~ may have inclination for an object as the
effect of my proposed action, but I cannot have respect for it, just
for this reason, that it is an effect and not an energy of will.

Similarly I cannot have respect for inclination, whether my own or
another's; I can at most, if my own, approve it; if another's,
sometimes even love it; i.e., look on it as favourable to my own
Interest. It is only what is connected with my will as a principle, by
NO means as an effect- what does not subserve my inclination, but
overpowers it, or at least in case of choice excludes it from its

calculation- in other words, simply the law of itself, which can be an

object of respect, and hence a command. Now an action done from duty
must wholly exclude the influence of inclination and with it every

object of the will, so that nothing remains which can determine the
will except objectively the law, and subjectively pure respect for

this practical law, and consequently the maxim* that I should follow
this law even to the thwarting of all my inclinations.
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| borrow Its motive from this expected effect. For all these effects-
agreeableness of one's condition and even the promotion of the
. happiness of others- could have been also brought about by other
causes, so that for this there would have been no need of the will
ofa n:_onm_. being; whereas it is in this alone that the supreme
and unconditional good can be found. The pre-eminent good which we
~call moral can therefore(consist in nothing élse than the conception
of law in itself, which certainly is only possible in a rational :%w

being, m.z so far as this conception, and not the expected effect,
determines the i@mm 1S a good which is already present in the

person who acts accordingly, and we have not to wait for it to
appear first in the result.*

13. But what sort of law can that be, the conception of which must “'Natv-e" ® T
determine the will, even without paying any regard to the effect e Slaw’
expected from it, in order that this will may be called good

absolutely and without qualification? As I have deprived the will of
every impulse which could arise to it from obedience to any law, there
remains nothing but the universal conformity of its actions to Jaw

in general, which alone is to serve the will as a principle, m.a.m

am never to act otherwise than so that I could also will that my maxim
should become a universal _m.m\umoa? now, it is the simple

conformity to law in general, without assuming any particular law
applicable to certain actions, that serves the will as its principle

and must so serve it, if duty is not to be a vain delusion and a
chimerical notion. The common reason of men in its practical

judgements perfectly coincides with this and always has in view the
principle here suggested. Let the question be, for example: May 1 when .
in distress make a promise with the intention not to keep it? I o ?,ot:wn
readily distinguish here between the two significations which the \
question may have: Whether it is prudent, or whether it is right, to
make a false promise? The former may undoubtedly of be the case. I see
clearly indeed that it is not enough to extricate myself from a
present difficulty by means of this subterfuge, but it must be well
considered whether there may not hereafter spring from this lie much
greater inconvenience than that from which I now free myself, and
as, with all my supposed cunning, the consequences cannot be so easily
foreseen but that credit once lost may. be much more injurious to me
than any mischief which I seek to avoid at present, it should be
considered whether it would not be more prudent to act herein
according to a universal maxim and to make it a habit to promise

nothing except with the intention of keeping it. But it is soon
clear to me that such a maxim will still only be based on the fear

of consequences. Now it is a wholly different thing to be truthful

from duty and to be so from apprehension of injurious consequences. In
the first case, the very notion of the action already implies a law /
for me; in the second case, I must first look about elsewhere to see

what results may be combined with it which would affect myself. For to
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deviate from the principle of duty is e b

to be unfaithful to my %.8&3 o»@ EMMMMM waww wwﬁﬂwwgg

advantageous to me, although to abide by it is 8—.8.55.‘ mMMMn Th

mron.aﬁ way, however, and an unerring one, to discover the w.nm%a_.

to this question whether a lying promise is consistent with duty, is

to ask Ewmm_ﬁ "Should I be content that my maxim (to axﬁom& myself d f:ﬁ
from difficulty by a false promise) should hold good as a universal

law, for myself as well as for others? and should I be able to say

to myself, "Every one may make a deceitful promise when he finds
himself in a difficulty from which he cannot otherwise extricate

himself?" Then I presently become aware that while I can will the lie,

[ can by no means will that lying should be a universal law. For

with such a law there would be no promises at all, since it would be

in vain to allege my intention in regard to my future actions to those

who would not believe this allegation, or if they over hastily did

so would pay me back in my own coin. Hence my maxim, as soon as it V \&
should be made a universal law, would necessarily destroy itself.

14. 1 do not, therefore, need any far-reaching penetration to discern

what I have to do in order that my will may be morally good.
Inexperienced in the course of the world, incapable of being

prepared for all its contingencies, I only ask myself{ Canst thou also
will that thy maxim should be a universal law? If not, then it must be

rejected, and that not because of a disadvantage accruing from it to qm
myself or even to others, but because it cannot enter as a principle Woxﬁ
into a possible universal legislation, and reason extorts from me et 501
immediate respect for such legislation. I do not indeed as yet discern
on what this respect is based (this the philosopher may inquire),

but at least I understand this, that it is an estimation of the

worth which far outweighs all worth of what is recommended by Su Ly

inclination, and that{the necessity of acting from pure respect for
the practical law is what constitutes dufy) to which every other
motive must give place, because it is the condition of a will being

good in itself, and the worth of such a will is above everything,.

15. Thus, then, without quitting the moral goioamo of common human

reason, we have arrived at WESQEQ. And although, no doubt,
common men do not conceive it in such an abstract and universal
form, yet they always have it really before their eyes and use it as

the standard of their decision.

16. Everything in nature works according to laws. Rational beings
alone have the faculty of acting according to the conception of

laws, that is according to principles, i.e., have a will. Since the
deduction of actions from principles requires reason, Eo@z iS
nothing but practical reasom,)If reason infallibly determines the

will, then the actions of such a being which are recognised as -

objectively necessary are subjectively necessary also, i.e., the
will is a faculty to choose that only which reason independent of

inclination recognises as practically necessary, i.., as good. But if

O\
phs’




- latter is subject also to subjective conditions (particular

- impulses) which do not always coincide with the objective

- conditions; in a word, if the will does not in itself completely

| accord with reason (which is actually the case with men), then the
‘actions which objectively are recognised as necessary are subjectively
contingent, and the determination of such a will according to
objective laws is obligation, that is to say, the relation of the
objective laws to a will that is not thoroughly good is conceived as
the determination of the will of a rational being by principles of

reason, but which the will from its nature does not of necessity
follow.

17. The conception of an objective principle, in so far as it is

obligatory for a will, is called a ooaaémmosy and the ol ga?f@ €5

formula of the command is called an imperative.
V. hﬁkﬂm otV \ T
18. All imperatives are expressed by the word ought [or shall], and

thereby indicate the relation of an objective law of reason to a will,
which from its subjective constitution is not necessarily determined
Dy it (an obligation). They say that something would be good to do
or to forbear, but they say it to a will which does not always do a
thing because it is conceived to be good to do it. That is practically
good, however, which determines the will by means of the conceptions
of reason, and consequently not from subjective causes, but
objectively, that is on principles which are valid for every

rational being as such. It is distinguished from the pleasant, as that
which influences the will only by means of sensation from merely
subjective causes, valid only for the sense of this or that one, and
not as a principle of reason, which holds for every one.*

19. A perfectly good will would therefore be equally subject to
objective laws (viz., laws of good), but could not be conceived as
obliged thereby to act lawfully, because of itself from its subjective
constitution it can only be determined by the conception of good.

Therefore no imperatives hold for the Divine will, or in general for a
holy will; ought is here out of place, because the volition is already
of itself necessarily in unison with the law. Therefore imperatives
are only formulae to express the relation of objective laws of all

volition to the subjective imperfection of the will of this or that
rational being, e.g., the human will.

20. Now all imperatives command either hypothetically or
categorically. The former represent the practical necessity of a
bom,%rﬂ“ action as means to something else that is willed (or at least
‘which one might possibly will). The categorical imperative would be
that which represented an action as necessary of itself without
reference to another end, i.e., as objectively necessary.

21. Since every practical law represents a possible action as good
and, on this account, for g subject who is practically determinable by
reason, necessary, all imperatives are formulae determining an
action which is necessary according to the principle of a will good in
Some respects. If now the action is good only as a means to .
moaoESm else, then the imperative is hypothetical; if it is
oozoo._ﬁ.a as good in itself and consequently as being necessarily £ c€
the principle of a will which of itself conforms to reason then it is P YRl
categorical. | b arc./. w@ﬂif&&

22. Thus the imperative declares what action possible by me would be
good and presents the practical rule in relation to a will which

does not forthwith perform an action simply because it is good,
whether because the subject does not always know that it is good, or

because, even if it know this, yet its maxims might be opposed to
the objective principles of practical reason.

23. Accordingly the hypothetical imperative only says that the action is
good for some purpose, possible or actual. In the first case it is a
problematical, in the second an assertorfal practical principle.
categorical imperative which declares an action to be objectively
necessary in itself without reference to any purpose, i.e., without
any other end, is valid as an apodeictic (practical) principle. neCesSar iy
e, BRI AL s i

24. Whatever is possible only by the power of some rational being may
also be conceived as a possible purpose of some will; and therefore
the principles of action as regards the means necessary to attain some
possible purpose are in fact infinitely numerous. All sciences have
a practical part, consisting of problems expressing that some end is
possible for us and of imperatives directing how it may be attained.
These may, therefore, be called in genera] i ives of skill.
Here there is no question whether the end is rational and good, but
only what one must do in order to attain it. The precepts for the

physician to make his patient thoroughly healthy, and for a poisoner
to ensure certain death, are of equal value in this respect, that each
serves to effect its purpose perfectly. Since in early youth it cannot
be known what ends are likely to occur to us in the course of life,
parents seek to have their children taught a great many things, and
provide for their skill in the use of means for all sorts of arbitrary

ends, of none of which can they determine whether it may not perhaps
hereafter be an object to their pupil, but which it is at all events

possible that he might aim at; and this anxiety is so great that

they commonly neglect to form and correct their judgement on the value
of the things which may be chosen as ends. .

25. There is one end, however, which may be assumed to be actually
such to all rational beings (so far as imperatives apply to them,
viz., as dependent beings), and, therefore, one purpose which they not
merely may have, but which we may with certainty assume that they

all actually have by a natural necessity, and this is happiness. The
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