184 *« SAM PATCH, THE FAMOUS JUMPER

Sam Drake among them—showed up to pay their respects. In
1848 a Rochester boy named Hosea Hollenbrook, on the chance
that someone might pay him for the @m%o.wgmwomv repeated
Sam’s leap at Genesee Falls. Hollenbrook was killed—in part, ap-
parently, because he could not swim. Another jumper was Sam
Scott. Scott had begun jumping from yardarms while in the Navy.
In 1837 he came to Rochester and worked as a bartender at {co-
incidence seems unlikely) the Recess, in rooms below a music
store. Scott left town to leap from bridges, ships” masts, and the
tops of w:m%:mm in the late 1830s. Then he went to London,
where he accidentally hanged himself performing a stunt before
a horrified crowd.? ‘

The controversy over Sam Patch quieted down, and Roches-
ter boosters found ways to make Sam a civic asset. Rochester did
not remain a model boomtown. Sam Patch was one of its few
claims to fame, and he became an adopted citizen. For many
years, the predecessor of the New York Central Railroad stopped
its trains while conductors pointed out the spot from which Sam
had leaped. The town fathers determined to make Sam part of a
civic celebration in the 1870s, and took the “Such is Fame”
marker downtown and put it into a parade. Someone stole it, and
the grave was unmarked until the 1940s, when a Rochester
schoolboy launched a campaign that resulted in the erection of a
proper headstone. On the west side of the Upper Falls, industrial
development absorbed Sam’s island late in the nineteenth cen-
tury, and the area gave way to the abandoned factories and dan-
gerous streets of a postindustrial city late in the twentieth, In
recent years things have changed. The old militia ground and
much of industiial Frankfort are occupied by a new baseball
park, and Brown’s Race is restored and lined with restaurants
and shops; postcards and souvenir pencils are available at Sam’s
Gift Patch. Above the falls, the visitor can cruise the Genesee
River on the restored canal boat Sam Patch, and retire to a local
microbrewery for a pitcher of Sam Patch Nitro Porter,3

NOTES

¥. Pavwiuncliet

1. The date of the Patch family’s arrival in Pawtucket is uncertain, They
had lived previously in Marblehead, where their last entry in civil
records was in February 1805, Sam’s mother and sister joined a
church in Pawtucket in April 1807. Family memory and subsequent
folklore say they came to Pawtucket in 1807.

2. See in particular Alexander Hamilton, “Report on Manufactures, De-
cember 5, 1791,” in Jacob E. Cooke, ed., The Reports of Alexander
Hamilton (New York, 1964), esp. 130-31 (quote, 130); Tenche Coxe,
A View of the United States of America, in a Series of Papers, Written
at Various Times, Between the Years 1787 and 1794 {New York, 1965,
orig. 1794), 14, 55. No Manchesters: George S. White, Memoir of
Samuel Slater, the Father of American Manufactures, Connected with
a History of the Rise and Progress of the Cotton Manufacture in En-
gland and America (New York, 1967, orig. 1836), 135. Such reassur-
ances appear frequently in tracts reprinted in Michael Brewster
Folsom and Steven D. Lubar, eds., The Philosophy of Manufactures:
Early Debates over Industrialization in the United States (Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1982).

3. Gary B. Kulik, “Factory Discipline in the New Nation: Almy, Brown
& Slater and the First Cotton Mill Workers, 1790-1808,” Massachu-
setts Review 28 (Spring 1987), 165-84 (quotes, pp. 172, 173); “poor
children”: “Account of a Journal of Josiah Quincy,” Proceedings of the
Massachusetts Historical Society, 2nd Series, 4 (1888), 124. Baptist:
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David Benedict, Fifty Years Among the Baptists (Boston, 1860), 312,
and Elizabeth J. Johnson and James Lucas Wheaton IV, comps., His-
tory of Pawtucket, Rhode Island: Reminiscences ¢ New Series of
Reverend David Benedict (Pawtucket, 1986), 121-99. (This is a com-
pilation of the Reverend Benedict’s newspaper articles published in
1853-64; cited hereafter as Benedict Reminiscences.) Travel guide:
[Theodore Dwight], The Northern Traveller, and Northern Towr (New
York, 1830), 314. On the degradation of mill labor and the increasing
roughness of Pawtucket, see Gary B. Kulik, “The Beginnings of the In-
dustrial Revolution in America: Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 1672-1899”
(Ph.D. dissertation, Brown University, 1980), 188-251, 284-85; and
Brendan F. Gilbane, “A Social History of Samuel Slaters Pawtucket,
1790-1830,” (Ph.D. dissertation, Boston University, 1969), 271-83.

. Patch gave the name Greenleaf to the census taker in 1790, and his

great-granddaughter knew him by that name., U.S. Bureau of the
Census, Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States
Taken in 1790; Massachusetts (Washington, D.C., 1908), 152.

. The declining rural communities of the North Shore and Middlesex

County, from which the Patches came, have been well studied by so-
cial historians. See especially Philip J. Greven, Jr., Four Generations:
Population, Land, and Family in Colonial Andover, Massachusetts
(Ithaca, N.Y., 1970); Christopher M. Jedrey, The World of John
Cleaveland: Family and Community in Eighteenth-Century New En-
gland (New York, 1979); and Daniel Vickers, Farmers &> Fishermen:
Two Centuries of Work in Essex County, Massachusetts, 16301850
(Chapel Hill, N.C., 1994). Also very useful is Toby L. Ditz, Property
and Kinship: Inheritance in Early Connecticut, 1750-1820 (Prince-
ton, N.J., 1986).

William Richard Cutter, comp., Genealogical and Personal Memoirs
Relating to the Families of Boston and Eastern Massachusetts (New
York, 1908), 1:219; Wenham Town Records, 1730-1775 (Wenham,
1940), 1:141, 184; 2:3, 5-6, 8, 20; 3:23, 115, 177; Massachusetts Sol-
diers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War (Boston, 1903), 11:1000.
Will of Timothy Patch, Administration No, 20744, Essex County
Court of Probate, Salem, Mass. Adult brothers shared houses and/or
outbuildings with increasing frequency in the late eighteenth century.
See Jedrey, The World of John Cleaveland, 73-74, and John J. Wa-
ters, “Patrimony, Succession, and Social Stability: Guilford, Connecti-
cut, in the Eighteenth Century,” Perspectives in American H istory 10
{(1976), 150. A more general discussion of the overlapping obligations
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attached to inherited property is provided in Ditz, Property and Kin-
ship, esp. 82-102. .
Landholdings computed from the Essex County deeds listed in
note 9. Vital Records of Wenham, Mass. To the End of the Year
1849 (Salem, 1904), 65-66, 152, 214.

. Court cases: Records of the Essex County Court of Common Pleas

(Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.), July 1764 (Dodge v. Patch), Septem-
ber 1766 (Cabot v. Patch, Jones v. Patch, Dodge v. Patch, Brown v.
Patch), March 1767 (Brimblecom v. Patch). Land transfers: Essex
County Registry of Deeds (Essex County Courthouse, Salem, Mass.),
Book 123:103; 120:35; 124:64; 116:96; 123:105; 123:44; 121:132;
120:278. Timothy’s land transfers to his sons are recorded in Books
120:273 and 115:210. Family persistence traced in Vital Records of
Wenham.

Essex Court of Common Pleas, July 1770 (Andrews v. Patch),
July 1779 (Gerilds v. Patch), July 1782 {Prince v. Patch, Putnam v.
Patch, Wilkins v. Patch, Patch v. Sawyer, Endicott v. Patch), Septem-
ber 1782 (Prince v. Patch), December 1783 (Upton v, Patch).
Reading Town Rate Books, 1773-93, Assessor’s Office, Reading Town
Hall. Available at the Family History Library of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, microfilm reel #0968004. In 1787 Patch
paid a poll tax and the tax on a very small amount of personal property.
Marriage: Vital Records of the Town of Reading, Massachusetts, to
the Year 1850 (Boston, 1912), 413, 178. Abigail gave birth seven and
one-half months after the wedding,

A good recent account of the Battle of Dunbar and its aftermath is
Roger Hainsworth, The Swordsmen in Power: War and Politics under
the English Republic, 1649-1660 (Phoenix Mill, England, 1997),
80-106.

Cutter, Genealogical and Personal Memoirs, 3:1155; Lilley Eaton,
comp., Genealogical History of the Town of Reading, Mass. (Boston,
1874), 96; Will of Joseph Mclntire, Middlesex County Court of Pro-
bate (Middlesex County Courthouse, Cambridge, Mass.), Adminis-
tration No. 14496; Inventory of the Estate of Archelaus MclIntire,
Middlesex Probate 14481; Reading Town Rate Books, 1792.

Daniel Scott Smith and Michael Hindus, “Premarital Pregnancy in
America, 1640-1971: An Overview and Interpretation,” Journal of In-
terdisciplinary History 5 (Spring 1975), 537-70. McIntire marriages
and births are recorded in Vital Records of Reading.

The house and shoemaker’s shop seem to have been substantial. The
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record of debt (dated September 1789, and carried on into 1790) in-
cludes the boarding of workmen (masons as well as carpenters) for
nine weeks, Middlesex Probate 14481,

On outwork in New England, see Mary H. Blewett, Men, Women,
and Work: Class, Gender, and Protest in the New England Shoe
Industry, 1780-1810 (Urbana, 1Il, 1990), 3-96; Thomas Dublin,
Transforming Women’s Work: New England Lives in the Industrial
Revolution (Ithaca, N.Y., 1994), 29-75; Alan Dawley, Class and Com-
munity: The Industrial Revolution in Lynn (Cambridge, Mass.,
1976); Paul G. Faler, Mechanics and Manufacturers in the Early In-
dustrial Revolution: Lynn, Massachusetts, 1780—1860 (Albany, N.Y,,
1981); Vickers, Farmers & Fishermen, 309-24; John Philip Hall, “The
Gentle Craft: A Narrative of Yankee Shoe Makers” (Ph.D. disserta-
tion, Columbia University, 1953).

John Philip Hall, comp., “The Journal of James Weston, Cordwainer,
of Reading, Massachusetts, 1788-1793,” Essex Institute Historical
Collections 92 (April 1956), 188-202.

Reading Town Rate Books: Town and County Tax, December 1790
and November 1792.

Bureau of the Census, Heads of Families . . . Massachusetts, 152,
Reading Town Rate Books, 1792.

Middlesex Probate 14481; Middlesex Court of Common Pleas, No-
vember 1791, March 1792, and September 1792 (Patch v. Parker);
Middlesex County Registry of Deeds (Middlesex County Court-
house, Cambridge, Mass.), Book 165:60; Eaton, Genealogical History
of Reading, 246; Town of Reading: Orders and Receipts, 1773-93

(Assessor’s Office, Reading Town Hall), entries for 15 September
1794 and 25 August 1795,

Middlesex Probate 14481.

References to Deborah McIntire in the Will of Archelaus McIntire
(Middlesex Probate 14481) and the Will of Archelaus Mclntire,
Jr. (Middlesex Probate 14483). Patch’s appointment as executor,
Archelaus Jr’s assignment to a guardian, and the widow Abigail
Mclntire’s letter of complaint (in which the sixty-four-year-old Abigail
identifies herself as an invalid) are in Middlesex Probate 14481, Patch
assets recorded in Reading Town Rate Books, 1791, 1792.

Nancy Barker is identified as the half sister of M. G, Patch in the Will
of Job Davis, Essex Probate 7278. She had lived in Wenham and had
married into some branch of the Patch family; at her marriage to
Jonathan Barker of Haverhill (in Wenham) in 1786 she was “Mrs.
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Nancy Patch.” Jonathan and Nancy Barker moved to Haverhill m:.m
appear there as the parents of children with the names of those later
brought to North Reading by Nancy. A shoemaker named Jonathan
Barker died intestate and nearly propertyless in Haverhill in 1791.
The “it seems” in the text is due to the fact that the probate file iden-
tifies that man’s widow as “Anna.” Vital records do not list a marriage
or children for a Jonathan and Anna Barker; nor do they list the death
of another Jonathan Barker. My guess is that a probate clerk simply
misrecorded the name of Jonathan Barker’s widow. Marriage of Mrs.
Nancy Barker and Jonathan Barker of Haverhill: Vital Records of
Wenham, 152. Their children and his death: Vital Records of Haver-
hill, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 1849 (Topsfield, Mass.,
1910), 2:29, 287. Will and estate inventory of Jonathan Barker: Essex
Probate 1682. Marriage of Archelaus Meclntire, Jr, and Nancy
Barker: Vital Records of Reading, 387.
Boundary dispute: Records of the Town of Reading, Massachusetts,
1639-1812. Land Grants and Boundaries (typescript, Lucius Beebe
Memorial Library, Wakefield, Mass.), 3:148. Tax dispute: Reading Or-
ders and Receipts, 14 November 1797. Patch does not appear in this
record as landlord to schoolmistresses after 1795; the teacher stayed
with John Swain in 1796. Court cases: Middlesex Court of Common
Fleas, December 1798 (Patch v. Tuttle); Essex Court of Common
Pleas, October 1798 (Herrick v. Patch) and March 1804 (Reid v.
Patch). The last lists the lawyer’s bill as outstanding.
Records of the Town of Reading, 3:148; Federal Direct Tax of 1798:
Massachusetts (New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston),
returns for the town of Reading list Archelaus Mclntire, Jr., as the
owner of two houses, neither of which was occupied by M. G. Patch.
Guardianship papers dated 7 September 1791, Middlesex Probate
14482,
The Mclntire-Felton transactions are recorded in Essex Deeds,
153:95, 165:60. Suicide of Debbie Mclntire: Vital Records of Dan-
vers, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 1849. Volume II. Mar-
riages and Deaths (Salem, Mass., 1910), 405. No one named
Deborah or Debbie Mclntire was born or married in Danvers.
Population Schedules of the Second Census of the United States,
1800: Essex County, Massachusetts, listed a “Mahue” G. Patch in
Danvers. The sexes and ages of members of his household match the
Patch family exactly. In 1803 the recorder of a deed involving Green-
leaf Patch spelled his name “Mayhew.” (Essex Deeds, Book 172:252.)
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Indexes to Danvers Town Records, Family History Library of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, microfilm
reels 0876107 and 0876184, North Parish Valuation, 1799. The valua-
tions for 1800, 1801, and 1804 do not list Mayo Greenleaf Patch.
Will of Job Davis, Essex Probate 7278,

List of Inhabitants, 1804, 1805, 1806, Marblehead Town Hall (Family
History Library, reel 0864082). Patch did not appear in the 1805 or
1806 assessments. The other heirs received small payments when the
house reverted to the Reids in 1805, (Essex Deeds, 175:32, 172:32,
177:302, 179:15.) The dealings with the children of Nancy Barker,
who each inherited one twentieth of the two houses, can be traced in
Essex Deeds, 373:240-41; 379:283: 383:154.

The debts, court cases, and land transfers can be followed in Essex
Court of Common Pleas, March 1803 (Sawyer v, Patch), June 1803
(Burnham v. Patch), December 1803 (Dolebar v. Patch), March 1804
(Goodale v. Patch, King v. Paich, Sawyer v. Patch, Reids v. Patch),
June 1804 (Totman v. Patch, Shelden v. Patch, Holt v. Patch); Essex
Deeds, Books 172:252, 175:35, 175:186. The last—the purchase of
Patch’s right of redemption—is dated 2 February 1805.

“Petition of Abigail Patch for Divorce,” Records of the Supreme Court
of Providence County, September 1818-March 1819, Box 39, Provi-
dence College Archives. Convict Registers for the Charlestown State
Prison, Massachusetts State Archives, Boston. A check of probate and
vital records in all of the counties in which Patch or members of his
family had lived, and a check of heads of household in the United
States in the census of 1820, turned up no trace of Patch’s later life.
Obediah Brown quoted in Kulik, “Factory Discipline in the New Na-
tion,” 172. Slater’s trips to the North Shore: Samuel Slater Day Book,
vol. 3, entries for 8 December 1804, 30 April 1808, 10 October 1809,
Almy, Brown, and Slater Papers, Baker Library, Harvard Univer-
sity. See also Kulik, “The Beginnings of the Industrial Revolution in
America,” 205.

The estate inventory of Archelaus McIntire and a letter that his
widow signed with a mark are in Middlesex Probate 14481, Accounts
of women’s work in postrevolutionary New England begin and end
with Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Miduwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha
Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812 (New York, 1990). Studies
of home life deduced from estate inventories are deftly presented in
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life, 1790-1840 (New York,
1988), 105-48.
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Quote: “Petition of Abigail Patch for Divorce.” For indications that
this language was indeed Abigail’s, see Nancy F. Cott, “Eighteenth-
Century Family and Social Life Revealed in Massachusetts Divorce
Records,” Journal of Social History 10 (Fall 1976), 32-33, which
demonstrates widely varying marital expectations among divorcing
persons.

See the accounts of the division of labor in shoemaking households in
Blewett, Men, Women, and Work, 3-19; Dawley, Class and Commu-
nity, 16-20; Faler, Mechanics and Manufacturers, 48-51; Elizabeth
Abbott, Women in Industry: A Study in American Economic History
(New York, 1910), 148-52. There is an interesting discussion of the
“adaptive traditionalism” of rural shoemakers in John L. Brooke, The
Heart of the Commonwealth: Society and Political Culture in Worces-
ter County, Massachusetts, 1713-1861 (New York, 1989), 294-303.
Names traced in Vital Records of Reading and Vital Records of Wen-
ham. New England child-naming patterns are described in Daniel
Scott Smith, “Population, Family and Society in Hingham, Massachu-
setts, 1635-1880” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, 1973),
340-48; idem, “Child-Naming Practices, Kinship Ties, and Change in
Family Attitudes in Hingham, Massachusetts, 1641 to 1880,” Journal
of Social History 18 (Summer 1985), 541-66; John J. Waters, “Nam-
ing and Kinship in New England: Guilford Patterns and Usage,
1693-1759,” New England Historical and Genealogical Register 138
(July 1984); Jedrey, The World of John Cleaveland, 78-79, 84-85.
Information on Archelaus, his wife, and his daughter Mehitable is
from the records of the United Church of Christ, North Reading
(Mrs. Arthur Diaz, Church Clerk, letter to the author dated 27 June
1979). Abigails sister Mary lived in Salem but baptized a child in
Reading, suggesting that she belonged to a Salem church. Archelaus
Jr. died at the age of twenty-nine without having joined a church, but
his will is drenched in religious language.

Here and in the following paragraphs, information is from the
records of the First Church in Wenham, Congregational (Carol T.
Rawston, Church Clerk, letter to the author dated 22 September
1979). Baptisms from Vital Records of Wenham.

The question of church membership reveals some of the problems
with research in local and genealogical records. The manuscript
records of the Second (North) Parish of Reading (now the Union
Congregational Church of North Reading) were carried off by Uni-
versalists during a schism in 1802, through they allowed the Congre-
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gationalists to make a list of persons who were admitted to the church
between 1720 and 1802. In 1979 the clerk of the church searched that
list and found no Patches. Twenty years later, while searching the Stunts
and Stunters File at the Niagara Falls, New York, Public Library, 1
found a scrap of yellow paper on which David Coapman of Alhambra,
California, claimed that Abigail Patch joined the North Parish Church
at the age of twenty in 1790, (Mr. Coapman, as a schoolboy in Roches-
ter, New York, led a campaign to give Sam Patch’s grave a proper head-
stone; he referred to himself in 1969 as “Patch’s “Boswell’ "} An
exhaustive search failed to locate either Mr, Coapman or the original
record book. As of autumn 2002 the new clerk and historian of Union
Congregational Church stand by their predecessor’s 1979 finding,

Vital Records of Marblehead, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year
1849 (Salem, 1903), 1:380. The infant Isaac was baptized at Marble-
head Second Congregational Church. A search of the records of that
church between 1790 and 1810 turmed up no Patches as members.
(Record books held by the Unitarian-Universalist Society in Marble-
head.) The baptisms of Abigail and her oldest daughter were
recorded in “Baptist Church of Christ, August 1805 to November
1837” (First Baptist Church, Pawtucket), entries for 4 April 1807 and
12 April 1807,

Molly, Polly, Mary: “Baptist Church of Christ,” 4 April 1807: “Mrs.

Patch and her daughter Polly came forward . . " A Mary Patch mariied
Goodman (Edward) Jones in Pawtucket in 1809 (James N. Arnold, Vi-

tal Record of Rhode Island: North Providence [Providence, 1892], 32),

and the Manual of the First Baptist Church, Pawtucket, R.I, Orga-

nized August, 1805 (Providence, 1884), 28, identified Mary Patch Jones

as having joined the church in April 1807. The Molly Patch born in

1789, the Polly Patch of 1807, and the Mary Patch of 1809 were defi-

nitely the same woman. Nabby, Abby, Abigail: “Baptist Church of
Christ,” 12 November 1810, 31 January 1811, 1 January 1829. There is

another—though unlikely—way of interpreting these changing names.

Nabby and Abby can be diminutives of Abigail, Molly is sometimes a

diminutive of Mary, and it is possible that these women simply stepped

into adult names as a part of growing up. But in all the generations of
Reading McIntires, while there were many Marys and Abigails, there

was not a single Nabby or Molly in the records of births, marriages, and

deaths. The Wenham McIntires named girls Mary and Abigail as well.

Only Greenleaf’s brother Isaac named daughters Nabby and Molly.

Isaac also had a son named Samuel. Greenleaf and Abigail Patch had
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children named Greenleaf, Molly, Nabby, Samuel, and Isaac—per-
fectly duplicating the names (assuming that young Greenleaf lived
there) of the Isaac Patch household in Wenham.

Population Schedules of the Fourth and Fifth Censuses of the United
States, 1820 and 1830: North Providence, Rhode Island (Family His-
tory Library). Robert Grieve, An Ilustrated History of Pawtucket,
Central Falls, and Vicinity (Pawtucket, 1897), 66, states that Abigail
moved into the Main Street house “about 1830.” She did not appear as
a household head in the census taken in 1830, but the “widow Mary
Patch” did. Mary’s adultery: “Baptist Church of Christ,” 2 June 1825,
Other information in this paragraph is from a letter to the author from
Elizabeth ]. Johnson and James L. Wheaton IV of the Spaulding
House Research Library, Pawtucket, dated 16 March 1989,

Manual of the First Baptist Church, 29. Articles of the Church in the
opening of “First Church of Christ” On mill owner control and
the slow pace of growth, see Gary Kulik, “Pawtucket Village and the
Strike of 1824: The Origins of Class Conflict in Rhode Island,” Radical
History Review 17 (Spring 1978), 15-17. The founding members of
the church in 1805 included fourteen men and thirty women; the few
who joined in 1806 and 1807 (including Abigail and her daughter)
numbered twenty-four women and only seven men. Constituent
members: First Baptist Church in Pawtucket, Constituted Aug, 27,
1805. Covenant, Articles of Faith, Rules of Discipline (Pawtucket,
n.d.), 7. Dated admissions: Manual of the First Baptist Church, 20-37.
Schoolhouse and Abigail’s death: Grieve, Illustrated History of Paw-
tucket, 29, 101. House purchase: North Providence Deeds and Mort-
gages, Book 8:523 (Pawtucket City Hall). Sarah Anne’s troubles:
“Church Meetings, January 1838 to January 1874,” entries for 29
August 1853, 30 August 18533, 23 September 1853 (First Baptist
Church, Pawtucket). The inventory of Abigail Patch’s estate is in Pro-
bate Records, Pawtucket City Hall, Book 8:343. When she died, Abi-
gail was broke: she had run up a debt of $931 for board, nursing, and
doctors, which suggests an unusually long and hard death, and her
administrator sold the furniture and petitioned to sell the real es-
tate—the house and a vacant lot in another part of Pawtucket. The lot
was sold, but it is not clear whether Mary retained ownership of the
house. (Pawtucket Probate, 8:327: 8:348; 9:2-3; 9:13; 9:36.)

Benedict quote: Benedict Reminiscences, 65.

Emily Jones reminiscences, from an undated typescript of an article
in the Providence Journal, which forms the first six pages of the Sam

, ,
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Patch Scrapbook, Local History Division, Rochester Public Library,
Rochester, N.Y. Unless otherwise cited, information in the following
two paragraphs is from this article.

Greenleaf the lawyer: phone conversation with John Powers, Office
of the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk County, Mass-
achusetts, 2 October 1979. Sam’s cotton mill: Emily remembered the
partner’s name as Kennedy. A search of deeds and tax lists in Smith-
field (Central Falls), site of the supposed partnership, along with a
search of bankruptcy petitions in the years 1820-25, turned up noth-
ing on Patch. A John Kennedy, however, was taxed as the owner of
one-fourth of the Chocolate Mill (so called because it actually had
been a chocolate factory) in 1824 anid 1826. Patch’s partnership with
Kennedy remains an undocumentable possibility. (“Estimate for
1824” and “Town Tax for 1826,” in Smithfield Tax Records, stored in
the attic at Central Falls City Hall.) Bankruptcy petitions searched in
the Records of the Supreme Court of Providence County, Providence
College Archives. On the Chocolate Mill: William R. Bagnall, Textile
Industries of the United States (Cambridge, Mass., 1893), 1:390-94.
Isaac the farmer: a search of the indexes to the manuseript census of
1850 (the first to list age and state of birth) turned up an Isaac
Patch—native of Massachusetts—in Illinois, but this man had been
born eleven years before Abigail's son. There were also Isaac Patches
in Michigan and Pennsylvania, neither of whom fit the son’s date and
place of birth.

Emily’s reminiscences and Abigail’s divorce petition, cited above. The
census listed Mayo G. Patch as head of the household in 1810 Popu-
lation Schedules of the Third Census of the United States (1810):
Providence County, Town of North Providence, 1:434.

A sailor: Joseph Cochran reminiscences in Jenny Marsh Parker,
Rochester: A Story Historical (Rochester, N.Y., 1884), 185; a sailor
and an orphan: A. J. Langworthy reminiscences, Rochester Democrat
and Chronicle, 31 March 1898, in the Ashley Samson Scrapbook,
64:50, Local History Division, Rochester Public Library; a foreigner:
Reminiscences of Mrs. Mary Ann Davis, Rochester Democrat and
Chronicle, 31 January 1923, Sam Patch Scrapbook. In 1828 the Prov-
idence Cadet commented on the New Jersey leaps of Sam Patch by
comparing them with the leaps of boys at Pawtucket—apparently ig-
norant of Sam’s origins in that town. Cadet article reprinted in many
places, including New-York Statesman, 21 July 1828, and Niles
Weekly Register, 26 July 1828,
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Quote: Benedict Reminiscences, 65, On Sunday schools and attitudes
toward children among early national New Englanders, see Ann M.
Boylan, Sunday School: The Formation of an American Institution,
17901880 (New Haven, Conn., 1988), esp. 6-21; and Philip Greven,
The Protestant Temperament: Patterns of Child-Rearing, Religious Ex-
perience, and the Self in Early America (New York, 1977), 21148,
The Pawtucket Sunday school is thought (with some competition from
Philadelphia) to have been the first established in the United States.
Sam in White Mill: Emily Jones reminiscences. On the White Mill:
Bagnall, Textile Industries of the United States, 1:253; Gilbane, “A So-
cial History of Samuel Slater’s Pawtucket,” 139-40. On Pawtucket
mill architecture, see Gary Kulik, “A Factory System of Wood: Cul-
tural and Technological Change in the Building of the First American
Cotton Mills,” in Brooke Hindle, ed., The Material Culture of the
Wooden Age (Tarrytown, N.Y., 1981), 312-18.

Unless otherwise cited, information on early child labor in textile
mills presented in this and the following two paragraphs is from
Kulik, “The Beginnings of the Industrial Revolution in America,”
189-222; Kulik, “Factory Discipline in the New Nation”; and espe-
cially Anthony F. C. Wallace, Rockdale: The Growth of an American
Village in the Early Industrial Revolution (New York, 1978), 136-39,
182-83, 327-29.

Carding accidents: Benedict Reminiscences, 78; Slater’s discipline:
White, Memoir of Samuel Slater, 108; Patch cuffs children: Charles
Pitman Longwell, A Little Story of Old Paterson, as Told by an Old
Man (n.p., 1901), 37.

Quote: “Account of a Journal of Josiah Quincy,” 124.

There is a full and clear description of the spinning mule and its op-
erations in Wallace, Rockdale, 189-92, which quotes Andrew Ure on
pp. 191-92. See also Harold Catling, The Spinning Mule {Newton
Abbot, England, 1970).

Kulik, “The Beginnings of the Industrial Revolution in America,”
351-53. On the mule spinners, see Catling, The Spinning Mule; Isaac
Cohen, “Worker’s Control in the Cotton Industry: A Comparative
Study of British and American Mule Spinning,” Labor History 26
(Winter 1985), 53-85; Teresa Ann Murphy, Ten Hours’ Labor: Reli-
gion, Reform, and Gender in Early New England (Tthaca, N.Y., 1992),
33-46; Cynthia J. Shelton, The Mills of Manayunk: Industrialization
and Social Conflict in the Philadelphia Region, 1787-1837 (Balti-
more, 1986), 63-64; Wallace, Rockdale, 134-44; and Jonathan Prude,
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The Coming of Industrial Order: Town and Factory Life in Rural
Massachusetts, 1810-1860 (Cambridge, Mass., 1983), 186. For an e .

overview of the questions involved here, see David Montgomery, 1. Quotations, in order: Edward C. Carter 11, John C. Van Horne, and

“Worker’s Control of Machine Production in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury,” in Worker’s Control in America: Studies in the H istory of Work,
Technology, and Labor Struggles (New York, 1979), esp. 11-15.

. Timothy Dwight, Travels in New England and New York (Cam-

bridge, Mass., 1969, orig. 1821), 2:14; [Margaret Hunter Hall], The
Aristocratic Journey: Being the Outspoken Letters of Mrs. Basil Hall,
Written &21:% a Fourteen Months’ Sojowrn in America, 1827-1 828,
ed. Una Pope-Hennessy (New York, 1931), 106; P. Stansbury, A
Pedestrian Tour of Two Thousand® Three Hundred Miles, in North
America . . . Performed in the Autumn of 1821 (New York, 1822), 265,
Gary Kulik, “Dams, Fish, and Farmers: The Defense of Public Rights
in Eighteenth-Century Rhode Island,” in Steven Hahn and Jonathan
Prude, eds., The Countryside in the Age of Capitalist Transformation:
Essays in the Social History of Rural America (Chapel Hill, N.C.,
1985), 25-50; J. Milbert, Picturesque Itinerary of the Hudson River
and Peripheral Parts of North America (Ridgewood, N.J., 1968; orig,
1828), 240; author’s on-site observations.
Henry Bradshaw Fearon, Sketches of America: A Narrative of a Jour-
ney of Five Thousand Miles through the Eastern and Western States
(New York, 1969; orig. 1818), 99; “Account of a Journal of Josiah
Quincy,” 124,

. Milbert, Picturesque Itinerary, 240.

. Benedict Reminiscences, 66.

. Benedict Reminiscences, 66, 103.

Benedict Reminiscences, 65; CGrieve, IMlustrated History of Pawtucket,

101; Providence Cadet, reprinted in the New-York Statesman, 21 July

1828; news clipping entitled “One of Sam Patch’s Scholars, Paw-

tucket, Rhode Island, October 2” (no year), Sam Patch Scrapbook;

1829 jumpers: Thomas D. Clark, ed., Footloose in Jacksonian Amer-

ica: Robert W. Scott and His Agrarian World (Lexington, Ky, 1989),

34.

Jumpers at Yellow Mill: reminiscences of David Benedict and Ed-

ward Wilkinson, Pawtucket Gazette & Chronicle, 26 December 1862

and 7 February 1873, Bucklin genealogy: Benedict Reminiscences,

185-86, 307-16, Jumping style: Pawtucket Gazette and Chronicle,

27 May 1853, 26 December 1862, 7 February 1873; Sam’s later tech-

nique: Colonial Advocate (York, Upper Canada), 22 October 1829,

Charles E. Brownell, eds., Latrobe’s View of America, 1795-1820; Se-
lections from the Watercolors and Sketches {New Haven, Conn.,
1985), 167-68; Manufacturer’s and Farmer’s Journal (Providence,
RI,), 27 September 1824; Eliza Southgate Bowne, A Girl’s Life
Eighty Years Ago: Selections from the Letters of Eliza Southgate
Bowne (Williamstown, Mass, 1980; orig, 1887), 180; C. D. Arfwed-
son, Esq., The United States and Canada in 1832, 1833, and 1834
(London, 1834), 1:235; P. Stansbury, A Pedestrian Tour of Two Thou-
sand Three Hundred Miles, in North America . . | Performed in the
Autumn of 1821 (New York, 1822), 16; New-York Spectator, 7 Sep-
tember 1827, On the view of Paterson from the falls ground, see
Arfwedson, The United States and Canada, 1:136; J. Milbert, Pic-
turesque Itinerary of the Hudson River and Peripheral Parts of North
America (Ridgewood, N.J., 1968; orig, 1828), 260; Captain Frederick
Marryat, Diary in America, ed. Jules Zanger (Bloomington, Ind,,
1960), 80. See also Leo A. Bressler, “Passaic Falls: Eighteenth-
Century Natural Wonder,” Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical
Soctety T4 (April 1956), 99-106.

. The only modern history of early Paterson is Howard Harxis, “The

Transformation of Ideology in the Early Industrial Revolution: Pater-
son, New Jersey, 1820-1840 (Ph.D. dissertation, City University of
New York, 1985), esp. 1-37. On Hamilton’s role, see John R. Nelson,
Jr., Liberty and Property: Political Economy and Policymaking in
the New Nation, 1789-1812 (Baltimore, 1987), 37-51. Newspaper
quoted: Sentinel of Freedom (Newark, N.J.), 26 June 1827.

. Paterson Intelligencer, 12 December 1827 (quotation); 28 July 1830

(war dances); 12 August 1829, 8 August 1832 (circus); 18 June 1828,
30 September 1829, 11 August 1830, 9 July 1828, 15 Septem-
ber 1830, 29 June 1831, 10 August 1831, 27 June 1832, 1 August
1832, 26 June 1833, 24 July 1833, 5 August 1835, 18 May 1836,
31 May 1836, 28 June 1837, 6 June 1838 (fireworks).

. Paterson Intelligencer, 30 June 1830, 30 September 1829, 21 July

1830, 9 July 1828.

. Paterson Intelligencer, 10 October 1827; E. M. Graf, “Passaic Falls

Bridges,” Bulletin of the Passaic County Historical Society 3 (October
1944), 14; Frank L. Byrne, Prophet of Prohibition: Neal Dow and His
Crusade (Madison, Wis., 1961), 7, 10, 18.
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6. On Patch and child workers, Charles Pitman Longwell, A Little Story
of Old Paterson, as Told by an Old Man (n.p., 1901), 37; on Sam’s
candlewick mill, Paterson Intelligencer, 19 July 1826. Branigan stays
in business: Rev. Samuel Fisher’s census of Paterson for 1827, copied
in a letter to the author from James G. Ward, 16 January 1984.

7. The lockup story told in Longwell, A Little Story, 37-38, and idem,
Historic Totowa Falls (Paterson, n.d.), 37. It is corroborated in the
Journal of Commerce (New York), reprinted in the New-York
Evening Post, 7 July 1828.

8. New-York Evening Post, 1 October 1827, Paterson I ntelligencer,
10 October 1827. Longwell, A Little Story, 37—41, and Historic To-
towa Falls, 36-39, reminiscing at a distance of seventy years, differs
in some details from the contemporary story in the New-York
Evening Post. In Longwell’s version the bridge sways dangerously af-
ter the fall of the log roller, and this near-disaster provides the back-
drop for Sam’s leap, Longwell has Patch’s pre-jump speech as “Now
old Tim Crane thinks he has done something great; but T can beat
him.” Given the many decades that intervened between the two ac-
counts, they are remarkably similar. When they differ, I follow the ac-
count in the Post.

9. Local memories of Sam’s leap: Longwell, A Little Story, 37-41; Long-
well, Historic Totowa Falls, 36-39; William Carlos Williams, Paterson
(New York, 1963), 15-17. The Intelligencer published a cryptic ac-
count of the leap which received this response from the writer “No
Quiz”; “What a pity it is, that too much modesty should ever repress
the brilliant coruscations of wit and genius. O that Quiz had done jus-
tice to the launch of Timothy Crane’s bridge o'er the deep and yawn-
ing chasm at Passaic Falls, and the adventurous leap of Sam Patch,
Esq. from the giddy height which overlooks the aforesaid gulf! But,
alas, we must now despair of ever having these memorable events, ‘at

which the little boys and girls did gape and stare,” given to us and em-
bodied in the true quizzical style.” He went on to what appears to be
a defense of Timothy Crane against unspecified rumors: “Quiz is in-
formed that Wormwood’s ear has never been lent to such ‘oft re-
peated tales,” but that the facts have come from other sources, and
are incontrovertible. Quiz is of course at liberty to laugh when he
pleases; but with all due deference, would it not be well to select a
subject at which he could laugh with a better graceP—this is so con-
foundedly like a forced laugh, that it sounds as if ‘he mocked himself’
But there is another circumstance, which I suppose will also be

10.

11

12.

13.
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laughed at by the whole attacked corps, who seem to have concen-
trated and marshalled all their forces, bringing up all the resources,
‘little Trim’ and all, which have been so sagaciously kept back, for the
fatal moment when a last and desperate effort is to be made to pros-
trate a single individual, who, notwithstanding many sneers, mn._m”o. not
appear to be beneath their notice: and it is this—that the individual
did serve in the armies of these U, States, during the whole of the late
war, with credit to himself and advantage to his country—and a part
of the time under the immediate command of the lamented and gal-
lant Pike, with whom, as I can prove from circumstances, he must
have been a favorite and confidential officer. He shall stand, Mr, Edi-
tor, like a redoubt of granite, uninjured, amidst all this mHMEQm.R.EM
fire.” (Paterson Intelligencer, 10 October 1827.) Another tantalizing
and unresearchable note—possibly referring to Sam Hum;or|imm,
printed in the Intelligencer on 10 January 1827: “The :smm. of 'S.P.
evince a very creditable feeling, but are not sufficiently finished for
publication.” B
Longwell, Historic Totowa Falls, 40 (quote). Adlard Welby, A Sua.wo
North America and the English Settlements in Illinois, with a Win-
ter Residence in Philadelphia (London, 1821), 23-24; Stansbury, A
Pedestrian Tour, 15-16; [Margaret Hunter Hall], The Aristocratic
Journey: Being the Outspoken Letters of Mrs. Basil Hall, Written dur-
ing a Fourteen Months Sojourn in America, 1827-1828, ed. ﬂum
Pope-Hennessy (New York, 1931), 30; Marryat, Diary in &3&39&
80-81; Norman F. Brydon, The Passaic River (New Brunswick, N.J,,
1974), 109. Sam’s early jump: New-York Evening Post, 7 July 1828,
Sam advertised his second and third publicized jumps as his third and
fourth.
Paterson Intelligencer, 11 May 1831, 7 July 1831, 14 July H.mwo,
12 August 1829; Rev. Isaac Fidler, Observations on Professions, Liter-
ature, Manners, and Emigration in the United States and Canada,
Made during a Residence There in 1832 (New York, 1833), 98.
Fidler, O@mméﬁﬂdﬁmu 96-97; Paterson Intelligencer, 20 June 1838,
27 June 1838, 11 May 1831 (Crane’s explanation).
Paterson Intelligencer, 19 March 1828, 31 December 1828, 11 May
1831, On Christmas Night: Stephen Nissenbaum, The Battle over
Christmas (New York, 1996); Susan G. Davis, “‘Making Night
Hidecus: Christmas Revelry and Public Order in Nineteenth-
Century Philadelphia,” American Quarterly 34 (Summer 1982),
185-99,
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14, Fidler, Observations, 97 (quote); Paterson Intelligencer, 11 May

15.

16.

17

18

19

1831.

On Timothy Crane: Longwell, Historic Totowa Falls, 38; F idler, Ob-
servations, 96-97; Ellery Bicknell Crane, Genealogy of the Crane
Family. Volume 1. Descendants of Henry Crane, of Wethersfield and
Guilford, Conn., with Sketch of the Family in England (Worcester,
Mass, 1895), 1:102; William Nelson, ed., The Van Houten Manu-
scripts: A Century of Historical Documents (Paterson, 1894), 69-70;
D. Stanton Hammond, comp., “Rev. Samuel Fisher’s Census: Pater-
son, N.J., 1824-1832,” Bulletin of the Passaic County Historical Soci-
ety 4 (August 1958), 104; William Nelson and Charles A. Shriner,
History of Paterson and Its Environs (New York, 1920), 2:406,

Albert Winslow Ryerson, The Ryerson Genealogy: Genealogy of the
Knickerbocker Families of Ryerson, Byerse, Ryerss; also Adriance
and Martense Families; all Descendants of Martin and Adriaen Rey-
ersz (Ryerzen) of Amsterdam, Holland (Chicago, 1916), 128; Crane,
Genealogy of the Crane Family, 1:102.

Paterson bank seizes the property: Paterson Intelligencer, 26 March
1828 and 9 April 1828. Further legal troubles with the land: Paterson
Intelligencer, 16 June 1830, 18 November 1835, 15 June 1836,
20 July 1836, The north bank remained contested territory for many
years. In the 1850s a silk manufacturer bought the grounds and
closed them off with the intention of building a house for himself. He
reconsidered and turned the property into a privately owned “public”
park, with the advertised intention of improving Patersonians. He too
was harassed and vandalized until he quit the grounds. See Longwell,
Historic Totowa Falls, 40, and Levi R. Trumbull, A History of Indus-
trial Paterson (Paterson, 1882), 332-33, The land is now a public
park, operated by the City of Paterson.

Fidler, Observations, 39-100, told the jumped-for-love story just after
a conversation with Timothy Crane. Patch told his own story in the
Paterson Intelligencer, 16 July and 2 July 1828,

Raymond Williams, Culture and Society, 1750-1950 (New York,
1958), and Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society (New
York, 1976). Williams’s principal concern is with the dissociation of
“art” from occupational skills (Sam Patch’s definition) and its attach-
ment to anti-occupations practiced by special people who operate
apart from and above the workaday world, a redefinition that was not
accomplished in the United States until at least the 1850s. A third use
of the word (Timothy Crane’s) stemmed from the old vocabulary used

20.

21
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by Sam Patch, but reshaped in ways that gave “art” new entrepre-
neurial and developmental meanings. Crane’s “art” is fully illustrated
in the historical and critical studies cited in note 25. Those studies
and the works in labor history cited in note 20 establish the centrality
of Patch’s and Crane’s definitions of art in working-class and middle-
class perceptions of economic development during the crucial years
1825-50.

The vocabulary and ethos to which Patch's “art” was attached had
been in existence for a long time, but had been codified by the expe-
rience of the Revolution and the succeeding debate on economic de-
velopment. Labor historians have established their importance to
working-class thinking and actions throughout the nineteenth century
and beyond. That ethos among handworkers is most thoroughly dis-
cussed in Sean Wilentz, Chants Democratic: New York City and the
Rise of the American Working Class, 1788-1850 (New York, 1984).
Anthony F. C. Wallace, Rockdale: The Growth of an American Village
in the Early Industrial Revolution (New York, 1978), 211-95, dis-
cusses a very similar cluster of attitudes. Popular ideas of the value of
work and workers in the shoe and textile towns in which Sam Patch
grew up are discussed in Paul G. Faler, Mechanics and Manufac-
turers in the Early Industrial Revolution: Lynn, Massachusetts,
1780-1860 (Albany, N.Y., 1981), 28-57; Alan Dawley, Class and Com-
munity: The Industrial Revolution in Lynn (Cambridge, Mass.,
1976), 42-73; and Gary Kulik, “The Beginnings of the Industrial Rev-
olution: Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 1672-1829” (Ph.D. dissertation,
Brown University, 1980). David Montgomery, The Fall of the House
of Labor (New York, 1987), places that ethos at the center of
working-class life between the Civil War and World War I. The term
“system of rules” is from the definition of “art” in Noah Webster, An
American Dictionary of the English Language (New York, 1828).
Pawtucket jumpers: Pawtucket Gazette and Chronicle, 26 December
1862; Elizabeth ]. Johnson and James Lucas Wheaton IV, comps.,
History of Pawtucket, Rhode Island: Reminiscences & New Series of
Reverend David Benedict (Pawtucket, 1986), 65. Later technique:
Colonial Advocate (York, Upper Canada), 22 October 1829; New-
York Evening Post, 21 October 1829 (from the Buffalo Republican);
Farmer’s Journal and Welland Canal Advertiser (St. Catherine’s,
Upper Canada), 19 December 1829 (from the Buffalo Republican).
Sheriff McKee: Paterson Daily Press, 20 May 1885. (Thanks to James
Ward.)

I[l
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23.

24.

25

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

Sam’s jumping suit: “Colonel William L. Stone’s Visit to Niagara
in 1829, Buffale Historical Society Publications 14 (1910), 270;
Rochester Daily Advertiser, 7 November 1829, Spinner’s uniform:
Paterson Intelligencer, 12 July 1826.

New-York Evening Post, 7 July 1828 (reprint from the New York Jour
nal of Commerce). This article included the first publication of what
became Sam’s motto: “Some things can be done as well as others.”
Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World: A History of the Modern
Sensibility (New York, 1983), 25. William W. Campbell, ed., The Life
and Writings of DeWitt Clinton (New York, 1849), 23. (Thanks to
Steven Bullock.)

These conceptions of nature and art were central to writings in
American Studies in the 1960s through the 1980s, beginning with
Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden: Technology and the Pastoral
Ideal in America (New York, 1964). See Thomas Bender, Toward an
Urban Vision: Ideas and Institutions in Nineteenth-Century America
(Lexington, Ky, 1975), 73-93; Neil Harris, The Artist in American
Society: The Formative Years, 1790-1860 (New York, 1966), esp.
188-216; John F. Kasson, Civilizing the Machine: Technology and Re-
publican Values in America, 1776~1900 (New York, 1976), 55-106.
The grandest of civilized nature parks is the subject of Elizabeth
McKinsey, Niagara Falls: Icon of the American Sublime (New York,
1985). For the philosophical groundings of all this, see Terry Eagle-
ton, The Ideology of the Aesthetic (Oxford, England, 1990).

The juxtaposition is analyzed beautifully in McKinsey, Niagara Falls,
127-77.

New-York Evening Post, 24 July 1828,

Paterson Intelligencer, 9 July 1828. See the discussions of “mechanic”
in Stuart M. Blumin, The Emergence of the Middle Class: Social Ex-
perience in the American City, 17601900 (New York, 1989), 31-34,
and David R. Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Mak-
ing of the American Working Class (London, 1999), 50-52.

E. T. Coke, A Subaltern’s Furlough: Descriptive of Scenes in Vari-
ous Parts of the United States, Upper and Lower Canada, New
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, during the Summer and Autumn of
1832 (London, 1833), 1:142.

On celebrations of the Fourth of July, see Len Travers, Celebrating
the Fourth: Independence Day and the Rites of Nationalism in the
Early Republic (Amherst, Mass., 1997); David Waldstreicher, In the
Midst of Perpetual Fetes: The Making of American Nationalism,

31

32,

33

34.
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1776-1820 {(Chapel Hill, N.C., 1997); Simon P. Newman, Parades
and the Politics of the Street: Festive Culture in the Early Ameri-
can Republic (Philadelphia, 1997), 83-119; Scott C. Martin, Killing
Time: Leisure and Culture in Southwestern Pennsylvania, 1800-1850
(Pittsburgh, 1995), 71-101. More general studies of American festiv-
ities that have shaped the following paragraphs include Mary P. Ryan,
Civic Wars: Democracy and Public Life in the American City during
the Nineteenth Century (Berkeley, Calif., 1989); Ryan, “The Ameri-
can Parade: Representation of the Nineteenth-Century Social Or-
der,” in Lynn Hunt, ed., The New Cultural History (Berkeley, Calif.,
1989), 131-53; Susan G. Davis, Parades and Power: Street Theatre in
Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia (Philadelphia, 1986); Sean Wilentz,
“Artisan Republican Festivals and the Rise of Class Conflict in New
York City, 1788-1837,” in Michael H, Frisch and Daniel J. Walkowitz,
eds., Working Class America: Labor, Community, and American So-
ciety (Urbana, IlIl., 1983), 37-77; Laura Rigal, “ ‘Raising the Roof:
Authors, Spectators, and Artisans in the Grand Federal Procession of
1788.” Theatre Journal 48 (October 1996), 253-78.

Information in this and the following three paragraphs is from the Pa-
terson Intelligencer, 21 June 1826, 6 July 1826, 12 July 1826.
Paterson Intelligencer, 11 July 1827. Canal explosions at Paterson:
Montreal Gazette, 19 July 1827. On the emerging connections be-
tween technological progress and the Fourth of July in the 1820s, see
David E. Nye, American Technological Sublime (Cambridge, Mass.,
1994), 41-43,

Paterson ?.mm:s.%m:nmﬁ 4 June 1828, 18 June 1828, 25 June 1828,
2 July 1828, 9 July 1828.

Quotation from Paterson Intelligencer, 9 July 1828 and 8 July 1829,
In subsequent years the mechanics’ associations were not listed
among the planners, and none of the official toasts mentioned them.
There were now toasts to an abstracted “People.” In 1830 the fire
companies, apparently controlled by Jacksonian Democrats, held
their own banquet. There were twelve cheers for “The People,” and
toasts not only to De Witt Clinton but to Thomas Paine, and to the
Jacksonian Democrats’ libertarian position on church and state. In
1831 the official banquet included the visiting Directors of the Pater-
son and Hudson Railroad, which had ritually begun construction on
that day. In another hotel the Mechanics Institute (which, if it was
like those in other towns, was an elite organization that provided ra-
tional education for ambitious and well-behaved mechanics) held a
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35.

36.

37

banquet of its own. Tts vice-president toasted “The Mechanics of Pa-
terson—May their reputation for intelligence and patriotism be equal
to their reputation for mechanical excellence; they will then assume
that rank in Society to which their industry so justly entitled them”—
a rank that they had occupied unchallenged in previous years. At the
end of the day, the elite could choose between Crane’s fireworks and
a fancy-dress ball.

There was a related transformation in the official celebration of
women. Women marched in the parades of 1826 and 1827—the
schoolteachers with their children, the others apparently marching as a
group, dressed as they pleased. Women were not mentioned in 1828,
and the parade was rained out in 1829, They reappeared in the parade
of 1830 as “Ladies, dressed in white”—an abstract, feminized purity.
The thirteenth official toast was always made to women, transformed
from “Our Fair Country Women” in 1826 to “The American Fair” in
the following three years (followed in 1827 and 1828 by the playing of
“Come Haste to the Wedding) to “Woman” in 1830. Judging by what
the elite chose to celebrate, one would have to say that Paterson was
transformed in the late 1820s from a town of useful mechanics and
pretty women to a pantheon of Industry, Progress, and Woman. See
the Paterson Intelligencer, late June through mid-July, 1826-31.
Paterson Intelligencer, 9 July 1828, The longer piece appeared in the
New York Journal of Commerce, and was reprinted in the New-York
Evening Post, 7 July 1828, and other papers.

Sam’s motto: New-York Evening Post, 7 July 1828. Though the exact
time for the official dinner was unannounced, its seems very safe to
assume that the exclusive festivities were still in progress when Sam
leaped at 4:30 p.m. The parade formed at 11 am. on that day, and
marched through all the principal streets. Services at the church in-
cluded a prayer, the reading of the Declaration of Independence, nu-
merous songs by the choir, and the performance by the Orator of the
Day, a speech that generally occupied more than an hour. There was
then the parade to St. John’s Hall, more festivities, a formal banquet,
the thirteen regular toasts (each followed by a band performance),
and even more volunteer toasts. In subsequent years the parade be-
gan at 10 a.m., with the banquet scheduled for 3 p.m. For times, see
Paterson Intelligencer, 9 July 1828 (Sam’s leap, parade starting time)
1 July 1829 and 4 July 1830 (parade and banquet starting times).
Paterson Intelligencer, 16 July 1828; New-York Commercial Adver-
tiser, 31 July 1828, 6 August 1828,

bl

38.

39

40

41

43.

44,
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46.

47.

48,
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This is the conclusion of Howard Harris, “The Transformation of Ide-
ology in the Early Industrial Revolution,” 296-308, and of Clay Gish,
“The Children’s Strikes: Socialization and Class Formation in Pater-
son, 1824-1836,” New Jersey History 110 (Fall/Winter 1992), 21-38.
Quotes: New-York Commercial Advertiser, 6 August 1828; New-York
Evening Post, 26 July 1828. On the Pawtucket strike, see Gary Kulik,
“Pawtucket Village and the Strike of 1824: The Origins of Class Con-
flict in Rhode Island,” Radical History Review 17 (Spring 1978),
6-35.

New-York Commercial Advertiser, 24 July 1828; New York States-
man, 21 July 1828. New York Enquirer, 4 August 1828 (crowd esti-
mate). Money: New-Jersey Journal (Elizabeth Town), 22 July 1828.
James Epstein, “Understanding the Cap of Liberty: Symbolic Prac-
tice and Social Conflict in Early Nineteenth-Century England,” Past
and Present 122 (February 1989), 101, 110-11.

. New-York Evening Post, 26 July 1828 (quote); New-York Commercial

Advertiser, 26 ?d\ 1828, 31 July 1828 (quote); Paterson Intelligencer,
6 August 1828.

New-York Spectator, 1 August 1828; New-York Enquirer for the
Country, 29 July 1828; New-York Commercial Advertiser, 31 July
1828; New-York Evening Post, 30 July 1828; Paterson Intelligencer,
30 July 1898.

New-York Commercial Advertiser, 6 August 1828, 8 August 1828,
New-York Commercial Advertiser, 31 July 1828,

Archibald Douglas Turnbull, John Stevens: An American Record
(New York, 1928), is a detailed account of the Colonel’s activities, See
also Dictionary of American Biography (New York, 1935), 614-16.
See Bryan ]. Danforth, “Hoboken and the Affluent New York-
er’s Search for Recreation,” New Jersey History 95 (Autumn 1977),
133-44. “Best” people at hotel (including John Jacob Astor, who
stayed there while supervising completion of his Hoboken villa in
1828): W. Jay Mills, Historic Houses of New Jersey (Philadelphia,
1902), 46-47. “Known world”: New-York Commercial Advertiser,
8 August 1829. Quotations: James Stuart, Esq., Three Years in North
America (Edinburgh, Scotland, 1828), 2:93; Fanny Kemble, journal
of a Young Actress, ed. Monica Gough (New York, 1990), 153; Robert
C. Sands, The Writings of Robert C. Sands, in Prose and Verse. With
a Memoir of the Author. In Two Volumes. (New York, 1834), 2:286.
Harry F. Smith, Jr., Romance of the Hoboken Ferry (New York, 1931),
45-59; Charles H. Winfield, Hopoghan Hackingh. Hoboken, a Plea-
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sure Resort for Old New York (New York, 1895), 63-69, 72-76. [A
Scot], Travels in the United States of America in the Years 1821,
1822, 1823 to 1824, Vol. 3:1335, manuscript travel account, New-
York Historieal Society. Kemble, Journal of a Young Actress, 83-84;
Stuart, Three Years in North America, 1:444; 2:306-7; New-York
Spectator, 4 August 1829, Obelisk: John W. Barber, Historical Collec-
tions of New Jersey: Past and Present (New Haven, Conn., 1868),
234; the obelisk was carried off “a few years” before 1830. See
[Theodore Dwight], The Northern Traveller, and Northern Tour;
with the Routes to the Springs, Niagara, and Quebec, and the Coal
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