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CASE PRESENTATION

Jack Kevorkian: Moral Leader or Doctor Death?

On August 5, 1993, Thomas W, Hyde, Jr.. o thirtypor-old
Michigan construchion worker, wos 1oken insiie o batlered
whitp 1968 Vollkswogen bus pordkad bahind the aperiment
Luikiing in e Detsoit subueb of Royal Ouk, where o Sity-

Kevorisan ftled a respirotory mask over Hyde's foce
ond conneched 1he plasse lubing leading from the mosk
10 0 shon cytinder of corbon monaxide gos. He plocad o
g in Hyde's hand 1ot was attached to ¢ poper clip
crimping the plostic lubing ond shutling off Ihe flow of
208, Hyde jerked on Ihe sting, pulled locse the poper
chip, then breathed in the corben monduide flowing info
he mosk. Twenly minuses loler, he was deod.

Hyde suffered from omyolrophic kateral sclecosis
(ALS), 0 degenerotive and progressive nourological dis-
order, He was porofyzed, unable 10 swollow, and, with-
out continuol suction procedures, would have choked
12 death on his own soliva. He reported thot he wos in
greal pain ond hod approoched Kevorkian 10 halp him
end his e,

In 0 videotope made ¢n July 1. 1993, Ryde hod hold
£2vorbon, "I want 1o end Ihis. | want 1o die_* Hyde wos
2 twentiath person whom Jock Kevorkion hod ossisted
n ending his own life.

Trial
After the death of Thomas Hyde, Jock Kevorkaon was ar-
ssfed and chorged with vicialing a 1992 Michsgan low
#hat hod been enacted specifically 1o siop his octuities. The
ow opplies 1o onyone who knows thot ancther person in-
=0ds %o comimit suicide and who either *provides the plys-
ool means” or “parfiopales in o physkoal oct” by which the
suicide is comed out. However, he low explicilly excludes
Hosz adminisiering medicolions o procedures that moy
couse daath "I tha inlent s fo relieve pan or discomfort”
On May 2, 1994, a jury found Kevarkian not gudly
of tha choege of assisting suicida. As one juror soid,
“He corvinced us he wos nol o murderer, thot he wos
saily irying o help people cut.” According fo another,
£avorkon had acled 1o relleve Hyde's poin, ond that is
showed by the low.

Sevorol jurors expressad stepticism ond resaniment ol
tha omempt 1o legssiote behovior tolling within such o pei-
vole sphere, “1 don't feel it's cur obligotion 10 choose %
someont else how much pain and suffering they con go
fheough,” ane soid. “Thol's between fhem and thee God.”

Alar the decision, Kevorkion reiteroled his position that
peaple have a right o decide whan ¥ end thay lives. He
octed, he soid, to prolect ot right. *T want that option as |
et okdor. ond | want it unencumbesed, uninlimidated, free
with my medico! coleagues,” he said. “So | did il for my-
sell, 100, jus! o3 ory compalent odull would wont fo do.*

Kevorkion atwoys insisted thot he peocliced physicion-
ossishod death (PAD) only in oocosdance with siringent
sofeguonds, "You oct oaly affer if is cbsolutely justifiable,
he said. “The potient must be mentolly compesent, the
should determine that o condidote for assisted death wos
mncurable and thal o psychialrst should assess the patient's
meniol siate ond desermine that he or she was compesant.
In prochics, Kewvordan did not procsed in this feshion, be-
couse other physicions refused fo cooperate wilth him,

Critics

Critics choeged that without the sodeguard of a psychi-
alric evaluoton, pofients who sought out Kevorkion o
help them kill thamselves wesa likely fo be sufering from
depression. Hence, they couldn't be regarded 0s having
made an infoemed, rolionol decision %o end Meir ives.

Other crifics worried thot f physicions oee aiowed 10
ploy o role in terminoting the lives of pofients. thot role
could expond. Physicions might begin by ossisting those
who osk their halp, but then move on 1o moking their
own decisions about who should live, Or they might even
be recruiled 10 cary out a govemment policy identifying
fhose who should be “assisted” in dying. On this view,
the potential for obuse IS 50 Saricus that physicians
should nol be associated In any way with procedures
infended 1o end the lives of patients.

Finally, some crilics, though disogreeing with
Kevorkiaon, believed he hod successiully pointed out o
mojor fiaw in the U.S. heollh care system. the medicol
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profession was 5o commitied 10 presenving life that il
failed Yo humonely oddress cases in which death is in
envitable. Rothes than help peaple kill themsedves, Crilcs
said, physicions ought 1o concentrate on alleviating 1he
pain of teeminolly-ill patients, and ollow them fo spend
their remaining time with their fomikes and fiends.

It was in keeping wilh such oims that haspials and
ofher ins$utions s21 up haspioces 1 provide nuisng core
and support for the dying ond established palliotive core
specinites 1o olleviote their sulering. Despite sarly re-
sistance from the madicol establishment, by 2010 over
asmammmmm.(&em
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A Charge of Murder

In 1998, the Michigan Dapartment of Consumer and -
dustry Servioes, the sife ogency responsibie for licensing
physicions, chasged tho! Jock Kevorkion was procticing
medicing withou! ¢ licensa by assisting forty-wo peopke
in commiliing suicide. (Kevorkian said thot he hod octu-
olly ossisted in 120 deoths )

Athough the ogency hod issued o ceose-ond-desis!t
oeder, ¥evorkion conlinued 10 help Sarminolly il people die
Thet some year, e Michigon legiskature possed o low maok-
ing ossising in suicide 0 oime, but Kevorkion onnouncad
thot he wouk] consinue his octhifies despile ihe iaw.

In Saplembee 1998, Or. Kevorkion odmnisterad o lethol
injection to Thomas Youk, o fifty-teo-year-oki man in an
ocvonced stoge of ALS, For the first fime, Kevorian, by his
own direct action, coused Ihe death of o pecson, this mov-
g from physicion-ossisted death %o octive euthonasio.

Kevorkion vidaokaped Ihe event and offered the fope
1o fhe CBS progrom Sty Minutes, which brooderst
excerpts from fhe lopé on national Selevision, Aboul
15.6 milion households watched the progrom

Kevorkian said be hod gven the tope fo CBS in the
hope hot # would Jead 10 his orest ond become o fes!
cose for assisted death ond octive euthonasio.

CASE PRESENTATION
Terri Schiavo

Early in the moeming of Febryory 25, 1990, Michael
Sehiovo was awakened by o dull thud. Startied, he
jumped out of bed and discovered his wite Tern

*I wor & showdown, " Kevodion fold o repoder,
“Iwanl 1o be prosecuted for euthonasia, | om going fo
peove that This is not a crime. ever, regardiess of what
words 0ro writhen on papes ™

The prosecutor of Ookland County, Michigan, liled
firs!-Gegroe murder charges 0gainst Jock Kevorian, He
saki thot Dr. Kevorkion's oclions clearly fit the definition
of premeditated murder and thal ihe consent of The mon
kiled was no legal defense.

On Apel 13, 1999, Jock Kinvorkion wos found guity of
second-gegree murder and sentenced 10 o prisan fem of
1en 10 twenty-five yeors. "This trial was nof an opporunity
for o referendum,” Judge Jessico Cooper soid af The
sanfancing.

Follow-up

Kevorkion wos denied parole in 2009, but in June
2007. offer eight yeors in prison, he was paroled on
the grounds of good behavior. Kevorkion hod already
announced thot ance he was tree, he would not go
bock 1o ossisting people in dying, bul would, rather,
compaign o change laws to moke such prochices
legol. He kep! this resalution, ond ofter his porole
he gove lectures on college compusés, mode an
unseccessful run for Cangress, and published books
advoncing his views. In June 2011, he died in a
Michigan hospitol from o blood clol ossociated with
Wiver concer and kidney problems. He was eighty-
three and hod remained odamant about his views up
until the end.

Jock Kevorkion continues 1o loom larpe in The
public consciousness. Those sympathetic 10 the views
espoused by Kevorkion believe he did more thon any:
one else 1o force society to foce on issue thot it had
chosen 1o ignore. His eritics believe he made 0 circus
ol whot should be o senous ond defiberative discus-
sion obout end-ol-life decisions.

collapsed in the holbway. Michael knelt down and
mwh«.butmmmcoms.mooud
911, but by the timé the poromedics arved and




