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a recent divorce. He had one child, who is, of course, with his ex-

JUDY BRADY

Judy Brady was born in 1937 in San Francisco, where she now lives, and earned
2 BFA in painting from the University of lowa in 1962. Drawn into political
action by her work i the feminist movement, she went to Cuba in 1973, where
she studied class rlationships s a way of understanding change in a society.
‘When she was diagnosed with cancer in 1980, Brady became an activst against
what she calls "the cancer establishment.” (“Cancer is, ater all, a multbillon.
dollar business” she says.) In 1991 she published 1 in 3: Women with Can-
er Confront an Epidemic. an anthology of writings by women. She is a board
member of Greenaction, an environmental ustice organization, and a founding
member of the Toxic Links Coalition, which secks to educate peaple about the
links between environmental toxins and public health. She provided a chapter
for the book Sweeping the Earth: Women Taking Action for a Healthy Planet
(1999), and she writes articles for Breast Cancer Action in San Francisco. Brady
is also featured n the 2011 movie Pink Ribbons, inc., a documentary criiquing
corporate breast cancer philanihropy.

| Want a Wife

After reading "1 Want a Wife® aloud at 2 1970 women's meeting in San Fran-
cisco, Brady submited the essay for the Spring 1972 ssue of Ms. magazine,
which had started the year before as a vebhicle for the modern feminist move-
ment, then in s first decade. I Want a Wife” became one of the bestknown
manifestos in popular feministwriting, In the essay Brady trenchantly examines
the multple duties and functions expected of  wife, leading to an inescapable
conclusion,

On the whole a definition (Chap. 12 of wife that relies on division or analy.
i (Chap. 910 identify the part of the role, “I Want 2 Wife" uses several other
methods of development to show both how Brady sees her expected duties in
martiage and why she resents thern:
Example (Chap. 6): paragraphs 2
‘Comparison and contrast (Chap. 7): paragraphs 5, 7
Process analysis (Chap. 8: paragraphs 4, 6
Classification (Chap. 10): paragaphs 3-7
Cause and effect (Chap. 11): paragraph 3

I belong to that classification of people known as wives. [ am A Wife

And, not altogether incidentally, I am a mother.

Not too lang ago a male friend of mine appeared on the scene fresh from
. He
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590 Mixing the Methods

s looking for another wife. As I thought about him while I was ironing one
evening, it suddenly occurred to me that I, too, would like to have a wife
Why do | want a wife?

Twould like to go back toschool so that I can become economically inde-
pendent, support myself, and, if need be, support those dependent upon me.
1 want a wife who will work and send me to school. And while I am going to
school | want a wife to take care of my children. | want a wife to keep track
of the children’s doctor and dentist appointments. And to keep track of mine,
t00. | want a wife to make sure my children eat properly and are kept clean.
Twant a wife who will wash the children’s clothes and keep them mended. I
want a wife who is 3 good nurturant atcendant to my children, who arranges
for their schooling, makes sure that they have an adequate social life with
their peers, takes them to the park, the 200, etc. T want a wife who takes care
of the chilldren when they are sick, a wife who arranges to be around when the
children need special care, because, of course, | cannot miss classes at school.
My wife must arrange to lose time at work and not lose the job. It may mean
a small cut in my wife’s income from time to tme, but 1 guess | can tolerate
thar. Needless 0 say, my wife will arrange and pay for the care of the children
while my wife is working.

1 want a wife who will take care of my physical needs. | want a wife who
will keep my house clean. A wife who willpick up after my children, a wife
who will pick up after me. I want a wife who will keep my clothes clean,
ironed, mended, replaced when need be, and who will see to it that my per-
sonal things are kept in their proper place so that | can find what I need the
minute [ need it. | want a wife who cooks the meals, a wife who is a good cook.
Lwant a wife who will plan the menus, do the necessary grocery shopping,
prepare the meals, serve them pleasantly, and then do the cleaning up while
Ido my studying. [ want a wife who will care for me when | am sick and sym-
pathize with my pain and loss of time from school. | want a wife to go along
when our family takes vacation so that someone can continu to care for me
and my children when | need a rest and change of scene.

Twant a wife who will not bother me with rambling complaints about a
wife's duties. But [ want a wife who wil listen to me when I feel the need to
explain a rather difficult point | have come across in my course of studies. And
[ want a wife who will type my papers for me when [ have written them.

Twant a wife who will take care of the details of my social life. When my
wife and I are invited out by my friends, I want a wife who will take care of
the babysitting arrangements. When | meet people at school that I like and
want to entertain, | want a wife who will have the house clean, will prepare
a special meal, serve it to me and my friends, and not interrupt when | talk
abou things that interest me and my friends. I want  wife who will have




image3.png
Brady /| Want a Wife 391

arranged that the children are fed and ready for bed before my guests arive so
that the children do not bother us. 1 want a wife who takes care of the needs
of my guests so that they feel comfortable, who makes sure that they have an
ashray,that chey are passed the hors d'ocuvres, that they are offered a second
helping of the food, that their wine glasses are replenished when necessary,
tha their coffee is served to them as they like it. And | want 2 wife who knows
thar sometimes | need a night out by myself.

Lwant a wife who is sensitive to my sexual needs, a wife who makes love
passionately and eagerly when I feel like it, a wife who makes sure that I am
satisfied. And, of course, [ want a wife who will not demand sexual attention
when I am not in the mood for i. | want a wife who assumes the complete
responsibiliy for birth control, because I do not want more children. I want a
wife who will emain sexually faithful to me so that I do not have to clutter up
my intellectual life with jealousies. And [ want a wife who understands that
my sexual needs may encail more than strict adherence to monogamy. | must,
afterall,be able to relate to people as fully as possible.

If, by chance, I find another person more suitable as a wife than the wife |
already have, | want the liberty to replace my present wife with another one.
Naturally, [ will expect a fresh, new life; my wife will take the children and be
solely responsible for them so that | am left free.

When | am through with school and have a job, | want my wife to quit
working and remain at home so that my wife can more fully and completely
take care of a wife's duties.

My God, who wouldn't want a wife?

Fora reading quiz, visit bedfordstmartins.com/thebedfordreader.




