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e Necessary to Combat
n

1. “Is Viole he Positive:

. sice? For ight Back’ »
Injustice Says ‘We Must Figh

williams

illiams
ficpert:™ WIl Monroe, North Ca’”l,i"a’ 4 OI:’le ol{sth;few i
Robert F. Williams of nly challenged the idea t.hath zc should yq
rights activists who op],, 1959 Williams’s position had prompteq the
on nonviolent taCtzs'NMCP to suspend him as head of its Monre,
the

| national ;hﬂ;_f::e IZ{' tion originally appeared in Liberation magazine (Sep.
‘ chapter.

tember 1959).

i an in the United States Marine Corps,
II nhlj]si’:v;a;:rr;: iﬁzegvr:ning we (heard).the histor?c Supreme
C(:urt decision that segregation in the public schools is unconst.
m/t{f?::i I felt that I was a part of America and Fhat I belonged,
That was what I had always wanted, even as a child.
I returned to civilian life in 1955 and the hope I had for Negro
liberation faltered. Acts of violence and words and deeds of hate
and spite rose from every quarter. There is open defiance to law

and order throughout the South today. I have become disillu-
sioned. i ; ‘

Laws serve to deter crime
n civilized society, Wh
the force of deterrent?

and protect the weak from the strong
ere there is a breakdown of law, where is
Only highly civilized and moral individuals
cospect the rights of others, The Southern brute respects only

£ s ; ;
‘orf:e'..r\{onvxolence 1S a very potent weapon when the opponent
15 avilized, byt nonviolence s

no repellent for a sadist.
['have gre; respect for th i 8

Their n orted 7500 at one rally,

pres -motorcades started inva;

mile- " hooded thugs fired pistols f
e

rom car w;
| they caught a Negro Womap

nge gunfire with the Klan,
exchahgtime the Klan came on 3 raid th

vain. 5 LA
A group of nonviolent ministers met th

and pleaded with them to restrict
community. The city fathers adviseq

these cringin Menss
Negro ministers that the Klan had constitutiong] §ig§ts togri:egt
and organize the same way as the NA ACP.
Not having been infected by turn-the-other-
of Negroes who showed 3 willin

officials to deprive the Klan of its

e City Board of Aldermen
¢ Klan from the colored

cheekism, a group
8Ness to fight caused the city

conA]:ot:)h:r €ase in the same court involved a white man who had
hey. Is Tecf)):sgn,am Negro mother’s home and attempted to rape
W2 thag “he’ €r's §0ur.t the only defense offered for the .defend.ant

> Mot guilty. He was Just drunk and having a little

fun ”»
" Awhj : :
e womgap, neighbor testified that the woman had come
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to her house excited, her clothes torn, her feet bare anqg be g
her for assistance; the court was unmoved. g o )

This great miscarriage of justice left me sick nside, anq | g
then what I say now. I believe Negroes must be willing ¢ defey,
themselves, their women, their children and their homes, The
must be willing to die and to kill.'ir.l I‘CPe_ng their assailantz
Negroes must protect themselves, 1t 15 f)bVIOUS that the feder,
government will not put an end to lynchmg ; therefore it become,
necessary for us to stop lynching with violence. :

Some Negroes leaders have cautioned me that if Negroes figh
back, the racist will have cause to exterminate the race.

This government is in no position to allow mass violence {
erupt, let alone allow twenty million Negroes to be exterminated,

It is instilled at an early age that men who violently and swiftly
rise L0 Oppose tyranny are virtuous examples to emulate. I haye
been taught by my government to fight. Nowhere in the annals

of history does the record show a people delivered from bondage
by patience alone. el

2. “The Social Organization
of Non-Violence” - '
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The article from which this selection is exc A,

-in the issue of Liberation magazine (Octob:zt;;l;ngmally ap[l)zea;;i
in which Robert F. Williams’s article yq, kil a)l, Jollowing the v
a national figure and president of the Southery Ceh. .Kz.ng was by 1;' i
Conference, an organization he and othe, activieg ristian Leaders f
early in 1957 in the wake of the Montgoyy, St ministers had forme

Here one must be clear that there 3 three difr.

. 4 1 l . e
subject of violence. One is the approach erent views on th
which cannot readily or easily attracy lar e Pure ‘nonviolence

. iscipli ass . :
extraordinary dlSCIflee i’l‘]? hCOUrage. s ©s, for it require’
exercised in self-de ensii dc -a-lll SOCietje roecond is-ryiolenty

ed and civilj ’ - .3
itive to the most cultur zed, ¢ ™ the most prim

C
o Mora] and legal



