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Though most text abbreviations
evolved to allow for more semantic

content in each 160-character message,

“textish” is now so widespread that
in 2011, the Oxford English Dictionary
added a slew of text terms to their
hallowed pages, making them an
official part of the English language.

Oxford English Dictionary

> LOL (Laughing Out Loud)

> OMG (Oh My God)

> IMHO (In My Humble/
Honest Opinion)

> FYI (For Your Information)
> TMI (Too Much Information)

> BFF (Best Friend Forever)
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Who’s helping this new language develop?

Young adults.

95% “97%

of 18- to 24-year-olds
own a cell phone

of them textona
daily basis sending an
average of 109.5 text
messages a day

-
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IS TEXTING

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE?

One study revealed that people who

text aren’t modifying the language
as much as we think. They use
“you are” and “u r” equally

“please” and “thank you”
as often as “pls” and “thx”

“see you” as often as “cu”

MAYBE YES

People who text often are less
likely to accept new words than
people who read more traditional
print media.

The theory is that traditional print
media exposes people to variety
and creativity in language that is
not found in colloguial peer-to-
peer text messaging.
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HELPING

It helps develop
paralinguistic restitution:

Stylistic adaptations that

account for the loss of
socioemotional features

Ex: Capitalization (YES)
Multiple punctuation (what??!!!)

It drives language
brevity and speed

L

It promotes comfort with
phonological approximations:

Contractions that imitate the
sound of the word

Phonological:

Related to the science of speech
sounds, especially how sound changes
inalanguage.
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HOW DOES
TEXTING

AFFECT GRAMMAR

One study, which observed “Generation Txt”
students (in 6%, 7t" and 8" grade), noted that:

as text-speak use increased

...SCOres on grammar assessment
tests decreased

Word adaptations (for example, “great” becomes “gr8”)
were found to be negatively related to grammar scores
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TEXTISMS:

Do they give students
a COMPETITIVE edge...

One British study of students
aged 8-12 identified a causal
link between the use of text
message abbreviations and high
performance on standardized
spelling tests

—24%

of K-12 schools have
banned cell phones
from school grounds

or push teachers
OVER the edge?

Michael Schut, an english literature
teacher, documented how texting
affected how students write.
He noticed more:

+ Dropped consonants

« Dropped vowels

« Dropped punctuation

10% of student essays submitted to
Mr. Schut contained elements of “Textese”

62%

of K-12 schools have
banned cell phones
from classrooms
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One tech-savvy ESL instructor is teaching
people in China how people "really" speak
English in America with her text slang-
focused web series "OMG! Meiyu," which has:

D morethan 7 MINTION views on

Youku.com (China's equivalent of YouTube)

Weibo (China's Twitter-like microblogging site)

more than 200,000 ollowers on
*‘f‘ th: foll
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FYl-und2
spkd lingo or
gt left behind

Are abbreviated smart phone messages proof that we're linguistically
doomed... or the future of the English language?
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...AND IT’S
A
BUSINESS

agge Over the next 5 years,
8 trl I I I o n mobile network providers
text messages were sent in 2011* wilisenasSiSss
(that's over 15 million per minute!) $7 2 6
95% T
of cell phone owners b I l I I 0 n

18-29 years old
send texts from SMS text messaging
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There’s even a national

championship!

The 2012 U.S. National Texting
Championship was won by

17-year-old Austin Wierschke.
100,000 contestants competed Q
in various challenges
* The winner texted /

149 words in 39 sec.

~ without any errors!

S 4
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TEXTING ISN'T
EVEN

YEARS OLD

In December 1992, 22-year-old
British engineer Neil Papworth
sent this holiday message
from his work computer to an
Orbitel 301 handset:

"Happy
Christmas"™

OMG was first used in 1917 by
British Navy Admiral John
Arbuthnot Fisher in this dispatch
to Winston Churchill:

“I hear that a new order of

Knighthood is on the tapis-

0.M.G. (Oh! My God!)—

Shower it on the Admiralty!”
—





